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PREFACE. 


This  History  was  printed  and  bound  a  few  years  ago  together  with  the  his- 
tory of  Orleans  Count}",  making  a  volume  of  1242  pages; 

The  price  of  necessity  was  put  at  six  dollars  and  some  were  disposed  of,  but 
many  did  not  think  their  means  warranted  the  purchase.  To  meet  an  earnest 
demand  we  have  put  this  County  History  by  itself,  and  confidently  expect  a 
large  sale  at  the  reduced  price. 
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RUTLAND  COUNTY 

IN  THE  NEW  YORK  CONTROVERSY. 

BY  HON.  HI1.AND  BALL,  OP  NORTH  BENNINGTON. 

When  Lieut.  Governor  Cclden  of  New  York 
issued  his  proclamation  cf  the  10th  of  April, 
3765,  announcing  the  fact  that  the  king,  by 
an  order  in  council  cf  the  20th  of  the  pre- 
ceding July,  had  made  Connecticut  river  the 
eastern  boundary  cf  that  province,  more  than 
two  thirds  cf  the  land  in  what  is  now  Rut- 
land county,  had  been  granted  by  New 
Hampshire  in  sixteen  different  townships, 
viz  Erandcn,  (by  the  name  of  Neshobe) 
Castletcn,  Clarendon,  Danby,  Hubbardton, 
Mount  Tabor,  (by  the  name  of  Harwich) 
Fawlet,  Pittsford,  Poultney,  Rutland,  Sher- 
burne, Shrewsbury,  Sudbury,  Tinmouth,  Wal- 
lir.gfcrd  and  Wells.  All  of  these  towns  had 
been  granted  in  1761.  except  Sudbury,  the 
charter  of  which  bore  date  in  1763,  and  Hub- 
bardton, in  1764. 

The  territory  was  at  first  treated  by  New 
York  as  belonging  to  the  county  of  Albany, 
but  in  1772  it  was  included  in  a  new  county 
by  the  name  of  Charlotte,  which  extended 
from  Canada  line  south  to  about  the  middle 
cf  the  present  county  of  Bennington,  and 
-west  from  the  Green  Mountains  beyond 
Lakes  George  and  Champlain.  When  the 
Vermont  state  government  was  organized  in 
1778,  the  territory  now  comprising  the  coun- 
ty of  Rutland  was  made  to  form  a  part  of 
the  county  of  Bennington,  but  with  all  that 
between  the  mountains  and  Lake  Champlain 
northward  from  its  present  southern  bound- 
ary to  Canada  line,  it  was  by  the  General 
Assembly  in  1781,  formed  into  the  new  coun- 
ty of  Rutland.  The  county  has  since  boen 
diminished  by  the  legislature  to  its  present 
limits. 

Immediately  after  the  date  of  the  above 
mentioned  proclamation  of  Lt.  Governor  Col-  1 


den,  he  commenced  issuing  patents  for  lands 
in  his  newly  acquired  territory,  and  by  the 
first  day  of  the  following  November  ho  had 
granted  about  12,000  acresof  Miliary  Patents, 
within  the  present  county  of  Rutland,  prin- 
cipally in  Benson,  Fairhaven  and  Pawlel. 
The  subsequent  Military  Patents  in  the  coun- 
ty'exceeded  26,000  acre3,  not  less  than  25.00.0 
of  which  were  made  in  direct  disobedience 
of  the  order  of  the  king  in  council  of  July 
24,  1767,  which  forbid  the  New  York  gov- 
ernors from  making  any  such  grants,  under 
the  penalty  of  incurring  "his  Majesty's  high- 
est displeasure."  These  latter  patents  em- 
braced lands  in  detached  parcels  in  the  sev- 
eral towns  of  Fawlet,  Wells,  Poultney,  Cas- 
tleton,  Fairhaven  and  Benson. 

These  patents  fcr  military  services  gene- 
rally for  the  benefit  of  speculators,  includ- 
ed but  a  small  portion  of  the  lands  which 
were  granted  in  the  county  by  the  New  York 
governors.  They  had  a  general  authority 
from  the  crown  to  grant  lands  for  purposes 
of  settlement,  in  quantities  not  excei  i:r.g 
1000  acres  to  any  individual.  The  names 
of  a  number  of  persons  were  usually  includ- 
ed in  one  patent,  who  were  therein  declared 
to  be  entitled  to  1000  acres  each,  though  in 
almost  all  cases  the  patent  was  really  for  the 
benefit  of  one  or  two  of  the  number,  the 
residue  being  inserted  in  nominal  compliance 
with  the  king's  instructions.  These  grants, 
by  way  of  distinguishing  them  from  those 
before  mentioned,  were  sometimes  called  civil 
grants. 

The  following  list  of  these  grants  is  ;om- 
piled  from  the  records  of  the  patents  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Albany. 
It  shows  the  date  of  each  patent,  the  nam  >( 
the  tract  or  ot  that  of  the  leading  patentee, 
the  location  of  the  land,  and  the  number  of 
acres  granted.     The  land  being  generally 
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described  in  the  patents  without  any  refer- 
ence to  the  boundaries  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire towns,  it  is  often  diineuic  to  determine 
their  precise  location.  They  frequently  in- 
clude parts  of  several  townships. 

HEW  YORK  CIVIL  GRANTS  IN  RUTLAND 


COUNTY. 

1770.  acres. 

May  20,  Kelso,  Tinmouth,  21,500. 

Aug.  1,  Hulton,  Shrewsbury,  12,000. 


Sep.  8,  To  Wm.  Farquahar,  Benson,  5,000. 
1771. 

Feb.  2S,  Adam  Gilchrist,  Foultney,  12,000. 
Apr.  3,  Socialborough,  Rutland,  Pitts- 
ford  and  Clarendon,  48,000 
June  12,  Halesborongh,  Brandon,,  23,000. 
"    24,    Newry,   Shrewsbury,  Sher- 
burne and  Mendon,  37.000 
41  28,  Richmond,  Wells  and  vicinity,  24.000. 
1772. 

Jan.  7,  Durham,  Clarendon  and  Wal- 

lingford,  32.000. 
Feb.  20,  John  Tudor,  Danby,  1,000. 
Nov.  6,  Henry  Vin  Vleck,  Ira,  5,000. 
June  19,  John  Thompson,  Pawlet,  2,000. 
Making  222,500  acres  in  the  whole. 

For  every  thousand  acres  of  these  lands 
the  governors  exacted  a  fee  of  $31.25,  and 
there  was  divided  among  six  other  govern- 
ment officials  $59  more.  Thus  the  whole 
amount  of  government  fees  for  these  lands 
would  be  $20,080.62,  of  which  the  govern- 
or's share  would  be  $6952.12,  leaving  $13, 
127.  50  to  be  divided  between  the  Secretary 
of  the  province,  the  clerk  of  the  council,  the 
Auditor,  the  Receiver  General,  the  Attorney 
General  and  the  Surveyor  General.  Nearly 
all  of  the  patentees  were  New  York  city 
speculators  who  were  well  aware  that  most 
of  the  lands  had  been  previously  granted  by 
New  Hampshire,  and  were  fast  being  settled 
tinder  that  title.  They  had  no  desire  to  oc- 
cupy the  lands  themselves,  but  only  to  dis- 
pose of  them  at  a  profit  to  the  settlors  and 
others.  It  will  be  perceived  by  the  dates  of 
the  patents  that  they  were  all  issued  long 
after  the  order  of  the  king  in  council  of  July 
1767  forbidding  any  such  grants,  and  it  seems 
impossible  to  conceive  of  any  motive  for  the 
making  of  them,  other  than  the  avarice  and 
cupidity  of  the  patentees  and  of  the  greedy 
government  officials. 

Many  personal  collisions  occurred  between 
the  settlors  under  the  New  Hampshire  title 


and  the  New  York  patentees,  the  most  violent 

and  serious  of  which  were  with  the  claimants 

ham,  in  the  towns  of  Clarendon,  Rutland  and 
Pittsford;  but  accounts  of  these  conflicts  ap- 
propriately belong  to  the  histories  of  those 
towns,  and  will  not  be  related  here.  A  brief 
description  of  those  two  New  York  patents 
may  not,  however,  be  out  of  place. 

The  patent  of  Socialborough  bore  date,  as 
has  been  already  stated,  April  3,  1771,  and 
wa3  issued  by  Governor  Dunnore  in  viola- 
tion of  the  king's  order  in  council  of  July, 
1767,  forbidding  any  such  grants.  This  .pro- 
hibitory order,  and  the  consequent  want  of 
authority  in  the  governor  to  make  the  grant, 
was  well  known  to  t!ie  parties  for  whose  ben- 
efit it  was  made,  and  it  was  therefore  illegal 
and  void  The  land  was  described  in  the 
patent  as  follows.  "  Beginning  on  the  East 
side  of  Otter  Creek  in  a  line  of  trees  marked 
in  1767  by  Archibald  Campbell,  when  sur- 
veyed by  William  Coekburn  that  year,  in 
the  North  bounds  of  Clarendon,  thence  South 
86°  East  209  chains,  thence  North  13°  West 
1052  chains,  thence  West  500  chains,  thenca 
South  13°  East  1019  chains,  thence  Souta 
86°  East  299  chains  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, '  containing  48.000  acres. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  this  description 
that  the  tract  was  about  13  miles  long  from 
North  to  South  by  over  6  miles  in' width,  and 
being  bounded  on  the  South  by  Clarendon 
would  be  nearly  identical  with  the  towns  of 
Rutland  and  Pittsford.  But  it  is  said  to  be 
understood  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tract,  that 
as  claimed  by  the  patentees,  it  reached  some 
distance  into  the  town  of  Clarendon,  which 
perhaps  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  line  of  trees  marked  by  Camp- 
bell in  1767  was  not  the  northern  bounds' of 
that  town,  as  stated  in  the  patent,  but  a  line 
to  the  south  of  such  bounds.  The  nominal 
patentees  were  48  in  number,  who  were  de- 
clared to  be  entitled  to  1,000  acres  each,  but 
the  real  owners  Were  a  few  government  offi- 
cers and  land  speculators  of  New  York  city. 
When  the  30,000  dollars  which  was  paid  by 
Vermont  on  the  settlement  of  the  controver- 
sy came  to  be  divided  by  commissioners  :n 
1797  among  the  New  York  land  claimants, 
;t  turned  out  that  of  the  43,000  acres,  12,000 
belonged  to  the  Clerk  of  the  council  and 
other  government  officials,  15,000  acres  to 
James  Duano,  and  G.000  acres  to  John  Kelly, 
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two  leading  c.t/  land  speculators.  The  re- 
maining 15,000  were  unclaimed,  having  prob- 
ably been  owned  by  one  or  more  New  York 
tones  who  had  been  either  attainted  for 
treason  or  had  tied  the  country. 

The  patent  of  Durham,  which  was  issued 
by  Governor  Try  on,  bore  date  January  7, 
1772,  snd  like  that  of  Socialborough  was 
issued  in  violation  of  the  king's  order  in 
council  of  July  1767,  and  also  of  the  49th 
article  of  his  standing  instructions,  by  which 
he  was  forbidden  "  upon  pain  of  our  highest 
displeasure,"  to  make  any  grants  whatever 
"within  that  district  heretofore  claimed  by 
our  province  of  New  Hampshire."  It  pur- 
ported to  grant  32,000  acres  in  shares  of  1000 
acres  each  to  32  individuals  by  name,  and 
was  bounded  and  described  as  follows: 

"Beginning  at  a  black  birch  tree  in  the 
South  line  of  Socialborough  formerly  marked 
Clarendon  and  now  marked  Durham,  being 
the  north-east  corner  of  a  tract  of  land 
known  by  the  name  of  Kelso,  and  runs  thence 
along  a  line  of  trees  marked  for  the  said 
south  bounds  of  Socialborough  and  the 
bounds  of  a  tract  known  by  the  name  of 
Newry  granted  to  Cuarles  McEvers  and  oth- 
ers, S.  86°  E.  540  chains,  thence  along  the 
bounds  of  Newry  S.  4°  W.  315  chains,  and 
S.  86°  E.  50  chains,  thence  S.  240  chains, 
thence  N.  80°  W.  252  chains  and  2  rods, 
thence  N.  176  chains,  thence  N.  80°  W.  300 
chains  to  Kelso,  thence  along  the  Ea-t  line 
of  Kelso  N.  4°  W.  322  chains  to  the  place  of 
beginning." 

r  From  this  description  of  the  tract  it  would 
seem  to  include  either  the  whole  or  a  large 
poition  of  Clarendon,  with  a  notch  about  3 
mdes  in  width  from  east  to  west,  that  ex- 
tended southerly  into  Wallingford.  At  the 
time  of  the  making  of  this  grant  of  Durham 
a  portion  of  the  lands  in  Clarendon  was  oc- 
cupi 'd  by  persons  who  had  settled  under  a 
spurious  title  from  one  John  II.  Lydius,  and 
they  had  been  persuaded  to  accept  the  New 
York  ti'.le  as  a  defence  against  the  claims  ol 
the  previous  grantees  under  New  Hampshire, 
and  to  associate  themselves  in  such  defence 
with  the  lea img  New  York  land  speculators. 
This  excited  the  strong  displeasure  of  the 
Gieen  Mountain  Loys,  and  occasionei  con 
troversies  and  conflicts,  for  an  account  of 
which  readers  are  referred  to  tiie  history  of 
Clarendon.  It  appears  from  the  report  of 
the  New  York  commissioners  under  whose 
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award  the  sum  paid  by  Vermont  wa3  dis- 
tributed, that  of  the  32,000  acres  included  in 
the  patent  of  Durham,  14,225  acres  belonged 
to  the  city  claimants,  one  third  of  which  wai 
to  be  the  property  of  James  Duane. 

From  statements  published  in  behalf  of 
the  colony  of  New  York  in  1773,  it  has  since 
been  taken  for  granted  that  a  patent  made 
by  the  governor  of  that  colony  to  one  God- 
frey Dellius  in  1696,  included  a  large  trast 
of  country  lying  on  the  east  side  of  Lake 
Champlain,  in  the  present  counties  of  Rat- 
land  and  Addison.  It  has  since  been  thus 
referred  to  in  several  historical  works,  and 
among  them  in  the  account  of  the  town  of 
Addison  in  this  Gazetteer  (Vol.  1,  p  2).  and 
by  Judge  Swift  in  his  valuable  history  of 
Middlebury  (p.  49)  An  examination  of  the 
patent  itself  shows  clearly  that  not  an  acre 
of  the  land  could  possibly  have  been  on  tne 
east  side  of  Lake  Champlain  or  in  any  part 
of  Vermont.  See  Early  History  of  Vt,  483- 
494.  For  more  about  the  Lydius  title,  see 
ibid.  .495. 


BENSON. 

BT  LOYAL  C.  KELLOGG. 

The  boundaries  of  the  town  of  Benson,  ac- 
cording to  its  Charter,  are  as  follows: 

"  Beginning  on  the  east  bank  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain, six  miles  south  from  where  the  English 
Flag-staff  stood  at  Tyconderoga  Fort,  it  being 
the  south-west  corner  of  the  township  of  Or- 
well :  thence  east  about  seven  miles,  until  turn- 
ing south,  ten  degrees  west,  will  run  in  Hugh- 
barton  and  Castletop  west  lines:  thence  sc  it  \ 
ten  degrees  west,  seven  miles:  thence  west, 
ten  degrees  north,  eight  miles  and  twenty-six 
rods,  to  Lake  Champlain:  thence  nortl 
by  the  side  of  said  Lake,  at  low-water  mark, 
to  the  bounds  first  mentioned;  containing  by 
estimation  twenty-five  thousand  two  hun  Ired 
and  fourteen  acres,  be  the  same  more  or  kss. ' 

On  the  44  Land  Register"  kept  in  the  office 
of  the  Surveyor-General  of  the  State,  the  town 
is  stated  to  contain  14  nearly  28,340  acres,"  or 
nearly  42  3-4  square  miles. 

The  grant  of  the  townships  of  Benson  and 
Fairhaven  (the  latter  town  originally  contain- 
ing the  whole  of  the  present  towns  of  Fairhav- 
en and  Westhaven,  and  adjoining  Bensou  on 
the  south,)  was  made  by  '4  the  Governor,  Coun- 
cil and  General  Assembly  of  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  Freemen  of  Vermont,"  Oct.  27, 
1779,  and  the  charter  of  Fairhaven  boars  date 
on  that  day;  but  from  some  cause. — probably 
the  inability  or  neglect  of  its  proprietors  to 
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meet  the  usual  granting  fees — th9  Issue  of  the 
charter  of  Benson  was  delated  until  the  5th 
of  May,  1780,  and  the  chapter  of  Benson  ac- 
cordingly bears  date  on  that  da?.  The  grant 
in  the  charter  was  made  to  75  individual  pro- 
prietors, "  together  with  five  equal  shares  to  be 
appropriated  to  public  uses  as  follows,  viz  one 
share  for  the  use  of  a  Seminary  or  College  with- 
in this  State,  one  share  for  the  tirst  settled  min 
ister  of  the  gospel,  to  be  disposed  of  'or  that 
purpose  as  the  town  shall  direct,  one  share  for 
the  County  Grammar  Schools  throughout  this 
State,  and  one  share  for  the  use  of  a  school  or 
schools  in  said  town." 

The  charter  omits  to  oame  (he  public  use  to 
which  the  fifth  share  was  to  be  appropriated 
only  four  of  the  Sve  being  enumerated  There 
were  four  divisions  of  lots  made  by  the  propri- 
etors to  each  of  the  79  proprietary  snares  ,  the 
lots  of  the  first  and  second  divisions  being  100 
acres  each,  and  of  the  third  and  fourth  divisions 
50  acres  each. 

Those  of  the  original  proprietors  who  were 
active  in  procuring  the  charter,  were  residents 
of  Williamstown,  Massachusetts,  and  its  imme- 
diate vicinity.  The  book  of  records  of  the  pro- 
prietors does  not  show  where  either  the  first  or 
the  second  meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  held ; 
but,  from  these  records,  it  appears  that  the  first 
meeting  of  "  the  proprietors  of  Benson"  was 
held  16th  March,  1779,  and  that  at  this  meet- 
ing it  wa3  voted  "to  raise  £108  J8s  on  the 
proprietors  by  equal  assessment,"  and  "  that 
£40  2s.  of  said  money  be  paid  to  Jonathan 
Meacham  and  Absalom  Baker  for  looking  out 
said  town,"  and  "  that  £68'  163.  be  paid  to  the 
surveyor  and  chainmen  for  running  out  said 
towu," — the  money  "  voted  to  be  raised  to  be 
paid  by  the  fifteenth  of  April  next,"— and  "  that 
Jonathan  Meacham,  Matthew  Dunnm<r  and 
Ezekiel  Blair  be  a  committee  to  carry  a  petition 
to  the  General  Court  of  Vermont  for  a  grant  of 
said  town ;  likewise  to  take  care  of  the  money 
voted  to  be  raised — [that  it]  be  laid  out  for  the 
use  it  was  raised  for,  and  to  give  orders  on  the 
Treasurer  for  the  money  voted  to  be  raised," — 
and  a  collector  and  treasurer  were  appointed  at 
the  same  meeting. 

At  the  second  meeting,  held  the  10th  of  June, 
1779,  votes  were  passed  appointing  a  commit- 
tee to  lay  out  the  first  division  lots,  and  direct- 
ing "  that  said  committee  begin  to  lay  out  the 
aaid  divi.-icn  the  first  of  October  next,  and  make 
a  return  of  their  doings  to  the  proprietors  by 
the  15th  cf  December  next." 


The  third  meeting  of  the  proprietors  was  held 
I  at  Pownal,  Dec.  15,  1779;  and  subsequent 
meetings  were  held  at  Bennington,  Powhal, 
and  Poultney.  The  fifch  meeting  of  the  propri- 
etors, which  was  the  first  held  in  Benson,  wa3 
held  on  the  first  Wednesday  iu  April,  1785,  at 
the  house  of  Allen  Leet. 

In  a  note  to  the  account  of  Benson,  m 
Thompson's  History  of  Vermont,  (part  3,  Gaz- 
etteer, p.  21.)  it  is  stated  that  "the  name  of 
the  town  was  given  by  Mr.  Meacham.  in  hon- 
or of  i  revolutionary  officer  by  tb}  name  of  Ben- 
son, for  whom  he  had  great  respect;''  but  th's 
statement  is  an  error.  The  town  was  named 
in  honor  of  the  Hon.  Egbert  Benson  of  tha 
State  of  New  York,  an  eminent  lawyer,  and 
one  of  the  most  prominent  public  men  of  that 
State  in  the  Revolutionary  era,  who,  in  1789 
and  '90  wa3  one  of  the  six  commissioners  on 
the  part  of  the  State  of  New  York,  who  con- 
ducted the  negotiations  with  the  seven  commis- 
sioners appointed  ou  the  part  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  which  resulted  in  the  establishment 
of  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  Sta'.es, 
and  the  relinquishment  of  the  New  York  titles 
and  claims  of  jurisdiction  within  the  State  of 
Vermont.  He  was  also  a  delegate  to  Congress 
from  1784  to  '88,  and  a  member  of  Congress 
from  1789  to  '93  ;  and  was  also,  from  1794  to 
1801,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  was  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  United  States'  Circuit  Co'.'n.  for 
the  second  circuit,  embracing  New  York,  Coq- 
necticut  and  Vermont,  appointed  in  the  expir- 
ing hours  of  the  administration  of  President 
John  Adams,  (and  hence  called  the  "midnight 
judges") — but  lie  held  this  last  office  only  for  a 
single  year,  as  the  law  by  which  that  couri  was 
created  was  repealed  by  the  Congress  winch, 
came  into  power  with  President  Jefferson's  ad- 
ministration.* 

Judge  Benson  was  interested,  as  owner,  or 
as  agent  for  the  owners,  in  New  York  patents 
i  or  grants,  which  covered  the  territory  now  em- 
|  braced  within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Benson; 
and,  as  Vermont  at  tho  time  when  the  charter 
of  the  town  was  applied  for  was  an  infant  State, 
struggling  for  existence  against  the  claims  of 

*  He  was  born  in  the  City  of  New  York.  June  22, 

I74f,_a  craihiate  of  Columbia  Colle-re  in  I7fi5  ;  resi.led 
at  Red  Hook  in  Dutches  County  during  the  Revnto. 
tionary  war,  and  waa  a  r.'i>re-entati  ve  of  tin:  C  not* 
in  the  State  rj,egtslature  ;  and  died  at  Jamaica.  L.  I., 
Aug.  24,  183ft,  as;»l  87  years.  He  was  MtfO  the  first 
I'rcxideot  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society. —  See 
biographical  notice  in  Street'i  "  New  York  Council  of 
Revision,"  pp.  1S1— 168.] 
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New  York,  and  not  recognized  by  the  confed- 
eration, those  who  were  interested  in  "  looking 
out  the  town"  as  a  place  for  settlement  were  ap- 
prehensive that  the  State-organization  and  au- 
thority of  Vermont  might  be  overthrown,  and 
that  their  titles  under  a  grant  from  Vermont 
would  thereby  become  worthless  arid  lost.  To 
avert  any  such  result,  and  to  secure  themselves 
from  any  hazard  of  tiiat  character,  a  committee 
of  the  proprietors  went  to  Albany,  and  called 
on  Judge  Benson,  and  stated  to  him  their  desire 
to  make  a  settlement  in  the  proposed  new  town- 
ship, and  their  embarrassment  arising  from  tho 
conflicting  and  contested  tides,  and  their  anxiety 
to  be  relieved  from  any  interfering  claim  or  title 
arising  under  the  New  York  grants,  in  case 
they  should  procure  a  charter  from  Vermont, 
aud  make  a  settlement  in  the  town-hip.  He 
assured  the  committee,  that  if  those  they  rep- 
resented should  procure  a  charter  from  Ver- 
mont, and  make  a  settlement  in  the  township, 
(hey should  never  bo  interfered  with  or  disturb- 
ed by  any  claim  under  tiie  New  York  title 
which  he  represented  ;  and  he  encouraged  them 
to  proceed  in  making  a  settlement  in  the  town- 
ship, and  intimated  to  them  that  it  would  be  a 
personal  gratification  to  him,  if  they  would  call 
the  new  township  by  his  name.  Accordingly, 
in  grateful  recognition  of  the  generous  treatment 
which  they  received  from  him  on  this  occasion, 
those  interested  hi  the  application  for  the  char- 
ter gave  the  name  of  Bexsox  to  their  proposed 
now  town.  This  account  of  the  origin  of  the 
namo  of  the  town  was  given  to  the  writer  in 
1S38,  by  his  maternal  grandfather.  Reuben 
Nash,  who  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors 
of  the  town  named  in  the  charter,  as  well  as 
one  of  iis  earliest  settlers.  At  the  date  of  its 
charter  there  was  no  road  leading  into  the 
town  of  Benson,  except  the  unfinished  milita- 
ry road  leading  from  Castleton,  through  Hub- 
bard ton,  Benson  and  Orwell,  to  Tieonderoga, 
which  was  constructed  about  17  7G.  That  road 
passed  from  the  west  line  of  Hubbardton  across 
the  home-farm  dow  ( 1 87  I )  occupied  by  James 
H.  Gleason,  and  the  home-farm  now  occupied 
by  John  Balis,  in  a  westwardly  and  north-wost- 
wardly  direction  ;  and  the  American  army  un 
der  the  command  of  General  St.  Clair  passed 
over  it  in  their  retreat,  after  the  evacuation  of 
Ticonderoga  on  Sunday,  July  6,  1777,  the  day 
previous  to  the  Battle  of  Hubhardton. 

The  first  person  who  made,  a  settlement  in 
Benson  was  Walter  Durfee.  Ho  was  originally 
from  Freetown,  Massachusetts  but  removed  to 


Benson  from  Poultney.  In  1780  he  purchased 
the  entire  right  of  Isaac  Clark,  one  of  the  ori- 
ginal proprietors  of  Benson  ;  and  also  the  en- 
tire right  (except  the  first  division  lot  of  100 
acres,)  of  John  G  rover,  another  original  propri- 
etor; and  he  came  to  Benson  in  the  spr;-.0-  of 
17S2,  and  made  a  clearing,  and  erected  a  log- 
house  on  what  was  afterwards  known  as  ti  e 
home-farm,  on  which  his  son-in-law,  He-man 
Tlarber,  now  resides;  aud  he  continued  to  re- 
side on  that  farm  from  that  time  until  the  spring 
of  1835,  when  he  removed  to  "West  Chazy,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died  in  the  summer  of  1843,  aged 
over  90  years.  When  he  removed  to  Benson, 
there  was  no  road  north  of  Carvers  Falls  in 
Westhaven,  and  he  found  his  way  through  the 
woods  by  a  "  bridle-path''  made  by  the  survey- 
ors, and  by  their  marks  on  the  trees.  During 
the  summer  and  autumn  of  1732  he  was  the 
only  person  who  had  a  settled  habitation  in  tho 
town.  In  the  spring  of  1783  Jonathan  Me.tch- 
am  and  Capt.  James  Noble  and  his  son.  James 
N'ohle,  jr..  came  to  Benson,  and  made  prepara- 
tions for  settlement;  aud  it  is  believed  that 
they  removed  here  with  their  families  in  the 
autumn  of  that  year.  In  17S4  came  Abijah, 
[Tolibard,  Thomas  Hale,  Daniel  Barber.  Capt. 
William  Barber,  Lieut.  Solomon  Martin,  As* 
Farnam,  Allen  Leet,  Allen  Goodrich,  Jame3 
Howard,  Amos  Root,  John  Dunning,  John 
Shaw  and  Benjamin  Shaw.  Daniel  Barber, 
shortlj'-  after  he  removed  here,  erected  a  saw- 
mill, and,  subsequently,  a  grist-mill,  near  thg 
present  mills  of  Salmon  M.  Needham,  and  these 
were  the  first  mills  erected  in  the  town. 

In  1785  came  Simeon  and  Josiah  Goodrich, 
Timothy  Watson,  Deacon  Jonathan  Wood- 
ward, Stephen  Olmstead,  Samuel  Howard, 
Abijah  Ilinman,  Simeon  Barber,  Asahel  Smith, 
Esq.,  Lewis  Wilkinson,  Ozias  Johnson,  Calvin 
Manley,  Solomon  Chittenden  and  Charles  Bel- 
ding. 

Among  those  who  came  in  subsequent  years 
Were  the  following,  viz  : — in  17  S6  John  Barnes, 
John,  Jonah  and  Jabez  Carter,  Deacon  Stephen 
Crofoot,  Jacob  and  Benoui  Gleason,  Otl  niel 
Goodrich,  James  Parkhill  and  Lemuel  Sfcmdish: 
— in  1737,  Benjamin  Holton  and  Reuben  Nash; 
— in  17S3,  Capt.  William  Ford.  Deacon  Joseph 
Clark,  Thomas  Goodrich,  Reuben  parsons,  Eli- 
jah Wilcox  and  Samuel  Wiggins.  Only  eight 
of  tho  75  proprietors  named  in  the  charter  set- 
tled in  the  town,  viz.  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jonathan 
and  William  Meacham,  Ruben  Nasi,,  Stephen 
Olmstead,  James  Parkhill  aud  Deacon  Jona- 
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than  Woodward.  Tradition  reports  that  Abi- 
jah  Holabird,  who  came  to  Benson  in  1734, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  afterwards  occupied  by 
his  son-in-law,  Henry  S.  Easton,  for  several 
weeks,  while  he  was  making  his  clearing  and 
erecting  his  log-house,  used  a  large  hollow  fall- 
en tree  on  hi3  farm  for  a  shelter  and  sleeping- 
place.  He  died  in  Benson,  Nov.  29,  1825,  aged 
79  year3. 

The  first  child  born  in  the  town  was  Thomas, 
the  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Hale,  who 
was  born  August  22,  1734.  The  first  female 
child,  and  the  second  child  born  in  the  town, 
was  Polly,  the  daughter  of  the  same  parents, 
who  was  born  Aug.  11.1785.  About  1790-91, 
Mr.  Hale  removed  to  Whitestown,  in  the  present 
county  of  Oneida,  N.  Y.  The  third  child  born 
in  the  town  was  Roswell  Barber,  son  of  Daniel 
and  Ruth  Barber,  who  was  born  Aug.  19,  1785. 
He  resided  in  the  town  during  his  whole  life, 
and  died  June  19,  1849.  aged  nearly  64  years. 

The  first  marriage  in  town  was  that  of  Levi 
Barber  and  Rebecca  Hinman.  Ho  was  born  in 
Worcester,  Mass.,  April  6,  17S3,  and  died  in 
Westhaven,  Jan.  13,  1856,  aged  93  years.  She 
was  born  in  Woodbury,  Ct.,  Feb.  15,  176S,  and 
died  in  Westhaven,  March  4.  1857,  aged  89 
years.  Both  were  buried  in  Benson.  The 
date  of  their  marriage  is  not  known.  Their 
first  child  (Betsey)  was  born  December  11, 
1786. 

The  first  death  in  the  town  is  not  now  known 
The  first  death  recorded  in  the  town  record  of 
deaths  is  that  of  James,  an  infant  son  of  Beno- 
ni  and  Lucy  Gleason,  who  was  bora  April  5, 
1789,  and  died  on  the  next  following  day.  The  I 
village  burying-ground,  the  first  place  specially  I 
appropriated  and  set  apart  fur  the  burial  of  the 
dead,  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  Oct.  5,  1790; 
but,  previous  to  that  time,  there  had  been  buri- 
als in  the  S.  E.  part  of  the  home  lot  or  farm  now 
occupied  by  the  widow  of  Edward  S.  Howard, 
and  also  in  the  X.  W.  corner  of  the  school  lot, 
near  the  present  residence  of  Abiel  R.  Ladd 
There  never  were  any  monuments  placed  to 
mark  these  burials,  and  no  traces  of  the  graves 
now  remain.  Excepting  the  death  of  the  child  ' 
above  named,  no  inscription  on  any  grave-stone 
in  the  village  burying-ground  records  any  death 
prior  to  that  of  Capt.  William  Barber,  which 
occurred  Aug.  11,  1789  at  the  acre  of  forty- six 
years,  and  he  is  believed,  so  far  as  is  now 
known,  to  have  been  the  first  adult  who  died 
in  the  town. 

The  town  of  Benson  may  be  said  to  have 
teen  the  child  of  Berkshire  county, — i'lLalklu 


contributing  the  larger  number  of  it3  early 
settlers,  and  Williamstown  the  next  in  number. 
From  Pittsfield  came  Captains  James  Noble, 
William  Barber  and  William  Ford,  Lieutenant 
and  Deacon  Stephen  Crofoot,  Deacon  Joseph 
Clark,  Daniel  and  Matthew  Barber,  Lieutenant 
Solomon  Martin,  Josiah,  Othniel.  Caleb  and 
Thomas  Goodrich,  Amo3  and  Oliver  Root,  Ja- 
cob and  Benoni  Gleason,  and  the  families  bear- 
ing the  names  of  Strong  and  Belding.  Asahel 
Stiles,  who  removed  to  Benson  from  Granville, 
X.  T.,  about  1790,  was  originally  from  Pitts- 
held.  Daniel  Root,  who  removed  to  Benson 
about  1806,  was  also  from  Pittsfield.  From 
Williamstown  came  the  families  bearing  the 
names  of  Meacham  and  Olrastead — Abijah  Hol- 
abird, (who  was  originally,  as  is  believed,  from 
Canaan,  Ct.)  Dea.  Jonathan  Woodward,  (origin- 
ally from  Plainfield,  Ct.)  Timothy  Watson,  Lem- 
uel and  Asa  Standish,  Jame3  Parkin  11,  Benja- 
min Hoi  ton,  John  and  Benjamin  Shaw,  (origin- 
ally from  Brookfield,  Mass.,)  John  Barnes  and 
his  son  Aziel,  (originally  from  Weathersfield, 
Ct.)  Lewis  Wilkinson,  Jonathan  Dan  forth  and 
Stephen  Sherwood.  From  Sandisfield  came 
Thomas  Hale  and  Calvin  and  William  Manley. 
From  Cheshire  came  Amos  King,  father  of  Dex- 
ter King.  From  Kdlingworth,  Ct.,  came  Allen 
Leet,  Samuel  Higgins,  William  Jones.  David  Le 
Baron,  ana  the  families  bearing  the  names  of 
Carter  and  Merritt.  From  Suffield,  Ct.,  came 
Asahel  Smith,  Esq.,  and  his  son  Channeeyj 
Reuben  Parsons,  (as  is  believed,)  and  Peletiah 
and  Eli  King.  From  Litchfield,  Ct.,  came 
Friend  Gibbs  and  Darius  Gibbs.  Asa  Farnham, 
who  removed  to  Benson  from  Fairhaven,  was 
originally  from  Litchfield.  Allen  Goodrich 
came  from  Glastenbury,  Ct.,  and  Simeon  Good- 
rich from  Weathersfield,  Ct.  Samuel,  James 
and  Daniel  Howard  came  from  Hartford.  Ct. — 
Elijah  Wilcox  (father  of  Martin  and  Philo.) 
came  from  Goshen,  Ct.  The  families  bearing 
the  name  of  Stacy  came  from  Salem,  Mass. — 
Robert  Barber  came  from  Brookfield,  Mass. — 
Francis  Arnold  was  from  Norwich,  Mass. — 
Edward  and  John  Aiken  were  from  Londonder- 
ry, N.  H.  David  Briggs  and  his  sons  Simeon 
and  Arnold,  were  from  Berkley.  Mass. 

The  town  was  organized  at  a  town-meeting 
held  March  23,  1786— Capt  Asahel  Smith, 
moderator,  ami  Allen  Goodrich  town  clerk ;  and 
at  an  ;idjourned  meeting  held  March  30,  17S5, 
Capt.  Asahel  Smith.  Simeon  Goodrich  and  Capt. 
James  Noble  were  appointed  selectmen;  and 
Jonathan  Danf  i  th  . constable.  No  listers  were 
.  k  j'.iuu  in  this  )  car,  and  U  is  probable  that 
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there  was  then  little,  if  any  property  within  the 
town  which  was  subject  to  taxation. 

The  record  of  the  two  first  town-meeting?, 
although  stating  that  the  meeting  was  "  held 
in  Benson,"  does  not  state  in  either  case  at  what 
place  in  the  town  the  meeting  was  held ;  and 
no  notification  or  warning  for  any  town-meeting 
held  in  the  town,  previous  to  Nov.,  1798,  is  re- 
corded in  the  town  records.  At  a  town-meeting 
held  Sept.  28,  1786,  it  was  voted  M  to  raise  six 
pounds,''  and  "  to  raise  it  by  the  Pole,"  [poll] 
and  "  that  there  be  six  days'  work  per  man 
done  on  the  roads,  with  what  has  been  done 
this  year  ;"  and  also  "  voted  a  petition  to  the 
General  Assembly  for  a  tax  on  all  lands  of  [one 
penny]  per  acre."  At  the  October  session  of 
the  General  Assembly,  in  1786,  an  act  was 
passed  empowering  the  selectmen  to  levy  a  tax 
of  one  penny  on  each  acre  of  land  in  the  town, 
lor  the  purpose  of  making  and  repairing  public 
roads  and  bridges  in  the  town. — (Slade's  Ver- 
mont State  Papers,  p.  509.)  At  the  same  ses- 
sion the  General  Assembly  passed  resolutions 
providing  for  taking  the  seuse  of  the  freemen 
of  the  State  on  a  proposed  project  for"  emit- 
ting a  small  bank  of  paper-money  on  loan  or 
otherwise."  and  in  respect  to  the  tender  acts, 
so  called. — (Thompson's  Vermont,  Civil  Histo- 
ry, p.  79.)  In  reference  to  these  resolutions 
it  was  voted  at  a  town- meeting  held  in  Benson 
Nov.  23.  1786,  "to  say  nothing  about  paper 
money." 

At  a  town-meeting  held  in  Benson  June  13, 
1786,  Capt.  Asahel  Smith  was  chosen  the  del- 
egate from  the  town  to  the  State  Constitutional 
Convention,  held  at  Manchester  on  the  last 
Thursday  of  June,  1786,  called  by  the  Council 
of  Censors  to  consider  certain  proposed  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution.  (See  Slade's  Ver- 
mont State  Papers,  p.  531.) 

The  town  was  first  represented  in  the  Gener- 
al Assembly  in  1788 — Asahel  Smith  represent- 
ative ;  and  it  has  been  represented  in  that 
body  at  every  session  since  that  year,  up  to  the 
present  time ;  though,  in  1812  the  election  of 
the  sitting  member  was  successfully  contested, 
and  he  was  unseated. 

At  the  time  when  the  town  was  organized, 
the  towns  were,  under  the  laws  of  the  State, 
authorized  to  settle  a  minister,  and  provide  for 
his  support — and  also  to  build  a  meeting-house, 
and  to  assess  a  tax  on  the  polls  and  ratable  es- 
tate therein  for  these  purposes;  and  the  laws 
practicably  made  tho  town  an  ecclesiastical  par- 
ish, as  well  as  a  political  or  municipal  corpora- 
tion ;  and,  with  some  changes,  this  continued 


to  be,  in  substance,  the  law  of  the  State  until 
1807.— (See  the  law  of  1783,  in  Slad-i's  Ver- 
mont State  Papers,  p.  472 — law  of  17? 7.  in 
Statutes  of  Vermont,  Haswell's  edition  of  1791, 
p.  202— and  laws  of  1797.  1801  and  '07,  in 
Laws  of  Vermont,  Tolman's  comp  lation,  vol. 
ii.  p.  173-180.)  A  large  majority  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  town  were  Trinitarian  Coni'rcga- 
tionalists  ;  and  the  providing  for  the  preael  * 
of  the  gospel  the  building  of  a  meeting-house, 
and  the  settlement  of  a  minister,  were  among 
tho  first  subjects  which  were  considered  in  the 
early  town-meetings. 

At  the  annual  town-meeting  held  March  19. 
1787,  "  at  the  house  of  Ensign  Stephen  Olm- 
s£ed,"  it  was  "voted  to  fix  the  house  lately 
occupied  by  Solomon  Chittenden,  and  now  the 
property  of  Asa  Farnam,  so  a3  shall  be  conven- 
ient to  meet  in  on  the  Sabbath  ;"  and  also 
"  voted  to  hire  Mr.  Ralph  the  space  of  one 
month,  to  pay  in  wheat  after  harvest,  at  a  mar- 
ket price;''  and  it  was  also  "  voted  that  the 
committee  appointed  to  hire  Mr.  Ralph  are  to 
hire  him  one  half  of  the  time  for  two  months, 
if  he  will  be  hired  for  or  under  four  dollars  per 
Sabbath,  to  be  paid  in  grain  after  harvest." 

At  a  town-meeting  held  Dec.  29,  1733,  it 
was  "  voted  to  hire  a  Minister  one  half  of  the 
time  next  summer,  with  Fairhaven."  Mr.  Levi 
Ilackley  wa3  employed  as  a  preacher  in  1789- 
'90.  At  a  town-meeting  held  on  the  22d 
March,  1790,  it  Avas  "voted  to  have  Mr.  Levi 
Hackley  settle  with  us  for  our  Minister,^' — and 
"  that  the  town  will  raise  thirty-five  pounds  in 
necessary  articles  for  building,  to  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Levi  Hackley  for  a  settlement,  exoiasive 
of  the  right  of  land  which  naturally  belongs  to 
him  as  soon  as  he  becomes  our  Minister'' — and 
"  to  give  Mr.  Hackley  seventy  pounds  salary 
for  a  year,  to  begin  with  forty  pounds  the  first 
year,  and  to  rise  with  the  List  of  the  town, 
until  it  amounts  to  seventy  pounds,  and  there 
stand :" — but  the  vote  to  settle  Mr.  Hackley 
was  reconsidered  at  an  adjourned  town  meeting, 
March  30,  1790.  The  town-records  also  men- 
tion the  names  of  "  Mr.  Noble"  (Rev.  Oliver 
Noble,)  and  "Mr.  Hyde,"  as  invited  or  hired  "  to 
preach"  in  the  town  in  1790. 

THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

in  Ber.=on,  accordiug  to  an  entry  in  its  book  of 
cc  l  is,  was  "formed  at  a  meeting  held  in  Bon« 
son  March  — ,  1790,  by  the  Rev.  Matthias  Ca- 
zier  of  Castleton,  and  his  delegate,  Mr.  Sturte- 
vant ;"  and,  on  its  organization,  Deacon  Joseph 
Clark  was  appointed  "  Moderator  of  the  Church," 
end  Allen  Goodrich  clerk. 
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The  building  of  a  meeting-house  was  a  fre- 
quent subject  for  consideration  in  nearly  every 
one  of  the  early  town  meetings,  Ou  Dec.  7, 
17s9,  a  committee  of  five  was  appointed  "  to 
draw  a  subscription-paper  for  building  a  school- 
house-meeting-house,  and  to  see  their  subscrip- 
tions laid  out  for  that  purpose."  In  the  follow- 
ing year  (1790)  a  framed  building  of  one  story 
was  erected  on  the  school -lot  in  the  village,  a 
few  feet  iu  the  rear,  but  north-easterly  of  the 
dwelling-house  in  which  Byron  A.  Carter  now 
resides — its  north  line  being  about  4  feet  south 
of  the  north  line  of  the  house-lot  connected 
with  that  dwelling-house.  M;ijor  0zia3  John- 
son was  the  carpenter  and  joiner  by  whom  this 
building  was  framed  and  completed.  The  frarfie 
originally  was  24  feet  by  20,  to  which  an  addi- 
tion of  20  feet  square  was  sub.-equently  made, 
so  that  the  building  was  40  feet  by  24.  Its 
length,  after  this  addition,  extended  north  and 
south :  but  the  building,  shortly  after  it  was 
first  occupied,  was  turned  around,  so  that  its 
length  extended  east  and  west.  About  1794, 
this  building  was  removed  about  20  rods  north, 
to  the  site  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  the  Meth- 
odist parsonage.  The  building  was  designed 
and  arranged  mainly  as  a  school-house — the 
school- room  being  separated  from  the  other 
room  by  a  swing  partition  ;  but  it  was  occupied 
as  a  place  for  public  worship  until  the  new 
meeting-house  was  so  far  completed  as  to  be  in 
a  fit  condition  to  be  occupied  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. The  house  of  Solomon  Chittenden,  which 
had  previously  been  occupied  as  a  place  for 
holding  religious  meetings  on  the  Sabbath,  was 
a  log-house  situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  main 
road  leading  through  the  village,  on  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  the  widow  of  Benoni  Ladd, 
and  some  rods  north  of  the  dwelling-house  in 
which  she  now  resides. 

The  Rev.  Dan  Kent,  who  became  the  first 
settled  minister  in  Benson,  was  born  at  Suffield, 
Ct.,  April  10,  1758.  His  father,  Cephas  Kent, 
removed  from  that  town  about  177-1,  to  Dorset, 
Vt.,  where  he  was  inn-kecper.  (Of  him  a  notice 
is  given  in  this  work,  ante,  vol.  L,  p.  185  ;  and 
see  the  genealogy  of  the  Kent  family  iu  Good- 
win's Genealogical  Kotos,  p.  146.)  He  served 
as  a  volunteer,  for  short  periods,  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution,  at  various  times — in  scout  ing- 
parties — as  a  minute-man,  and  iu  defence  of  the 
frontier:  and,  as  volunteers,  ho  and  two  broth- 
ers were  attached  to  the  regiment  of  Col.  Setli 
Warner,  and  engaged  with  it  in  the  second  at- 
tack in  the  b.utle  of  Bennington  ;  and  for  his 
miUary  service  he  received  a  pension  for  a  few 


[years  before  his  death.  After  the  close  of  the 
1  war  of  the  Revolution,  he  studied  law  for  a 
Short  time,  and  afterwards,  for  a  short  time,  was 
in  business  as  a  merchant:  but  he  finally  de- 
termined to  devote  his  life  to  the  ministry  of 
the  gospel.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  an 
ecclesiastical  council  convened  at  Dorset  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1789,  and  for  13  months  thereafter  he 
supplied  the  church  in  that  town  as  a  preacher. 

His  ministry  in  Benson  commenced  in  the 
beginning  of  the  winter  of  1791-92,  he  being 
then  in  the  3-lth  year  of  his  age.  On  the  4th 
of  June,  1792,  votes  were  passed  by  both  tho 
church  and  the  town,  giving  him  a  "  call  to  set- 
tle with  us  in  the  work  of  the  ministry."  At 
the  town-meeting  it  was  voted  "  to  give  him 
forty  pounds  settlement,  to  be  paid  in  labor  and 
materials  for  building  and  to  give  him  forty-five 
pounds  salary  for  the  first  year,  and  to  rise  an- 
nually with  the  list,  until  it  amounts  to  seventy 
pounds,  and  that  to  be  his  salary."  This  call 
was  presented  to  and  accepted  by  Mr.  Kent,  in 
town  meeting,  June  25,  1792 — Aug.  22,  follow- 
ing, was  appointed  for  his  ordination,  and  the 
selectmen  were  appointed  a  committee  "to 
provide  for  the  Council."  A  memorandum  on 
the  church  records  states  that  at  a  meeting  of 
the  church,  Aug.  22,  1792,  "the  ordination  of 
Mr.  Kent  was  postponed  to  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber next,  by  reason  of  the  sickness  and  death 
of  Mrs.  Kent,  the  wife  of  the  candidate."  Sept. 
5,  1792,  according  to  a  memorandum  on  the 
church  records,  "  Mr.  Dan  Kent  [was]  set  apart 
and  consecrated  to  the  pastoral  care  and  watch 
of  the  Church  and  congregation  in  Benson." 

This  pastoral  relation,  thus  commenced,  con- 
tinued until  the  11th  of  July,  1823,  when  he 
was  dismissed.  At  tho  time  of  his  dismissal  he 
was  in  his  71st  year,  and  his  service  as  the  set- 
tled pastor  in  Benson  had  continued  for  nearly 
36  years. 

He  was  the  preacher  of  the  "  Election  Ser- 
mon" before  the  General  Assembly,  at  its  session 
at  Rutland,  in  1796,  and  this  is  believed  to  be 
the  only  one  of  his  sermons  which  was  ever 
printed.  He  received  the  honorary  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  from  Middlebury  College  in  1807. 
lie  was  tall  and  commanding  in  presence,  and 
his  preaching  was  marked  by  earnestuess,  orig. 
inality  and  ability  ;  and  he  was  one  of  the 
leading  ministers  of  his  denomination  in  the 
State.  During  his  ministry  there  were  severa 
^.•a.soiis  of  unusual  religious  interest  among  the 
people  of  his  charge,  which  resulted  in  largo 
additions  to  his  church,  viz  : — in  1793  the  ad- 
ditions to  tho  church  were  between  20  and  39  j 
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in  1803  there  were  103  added;  in  18S0  be- 
tween 30  and  40;  in  1314,  12;  in  1816-17, 
between  120  and  130  ;  and  in  1821,  151. 

For  nearly  the  entire  period  of  his  ministry, 
Mr.  Kent  was  the  only  settled  pastor  in  the 
town;  and  to  no  other  man  is  the  town  so 
much  indebted  for  the  abiding  features  of  its 
religious  and  social  character.  He  was  twice 
married — (1)'  to  Abigail  Sykes  of  Dorset,  who 
died  at  Dorset,  Aug.  18,  1792,  aged  31  years; 
and  (2)  June  9,  1793,  to  Betsey  Griswold, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Griswold,  Esq.  (Yale  Coll., 
1747)  of  Sharon,  Ct.  Mr.  Kent  died  at  Benson 
July  22,  1835,  aged  77  years.  His  widow,  Mrs. 
Betsey  Kent,  born  at  Sharon,  Ct.,  Sept.  15, 
1768,  died  at  Benson  March  30,  1854,  aged  85  I 
years,  6  months.  The  inscription  on  the  mon- 
ument erected  in  memory  of  her  husband  and 
herself,  at  the  place  of  their  burial,  justly  says 
of  her  that,  "  Distinguished  for  her  Christian 
wisdom  and  benevolence,  sanctifying  her  emi- 
nently genial  social  nature,  she  contributed 
much  to  her  husband's  pastoral  usefulness,  and 
she  has  a  hallowed  remembrance  in  the  hearts 
of  all  who  knew  her." 

A  minister  having  been  settled  with  entire 
unanimity,  the  next  subject  which  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  town  was  the  building  of  a 
meeting-house.  Oct.  3,  1792,  it  was  voted  "to 
set  the  meeting-house  on  the  rise  of  ground  on 
Mr.  Farnhara's  land."  Sept.  2,  1794,  a  commit- 
tee of  six  was  appointed  "  to  agree  upon  a  place 
to  set  the  meeting-house ;"  and  it  was  voted 
"  to  set  the  meeting-house  on  the  place  where 
the  above  committee  had  set  a  stake  for  the 
purpose,"  and  "to  raise  £150  to  be  paid  in 
materials  for  building  a  meeting-house  ;"  and  a 
committee  of  seven  was  appointed  !i  to  divide 
the  town  into  classes,  and  to  take  care  of  the 
materials  raised;"  Oct.  9,  1794,  it  was  voted 
"  to  build  the  meeting-house  65  feet  long  and 
45  feet  wide,"  and  "  to  allow  the  following 
prices  for  materials  to  build  the  meeting-house, 
viz. : 


For  1£  inch  plank,     £  2    0s.  per  M. 


l\  inch  hoards, 

o 

0 

do. 

inch  boards, 

1 

10 

do. 

(1 

good  shingle, 

0 

12 

do. 

«« 

pine  slit-work, 

2 

0 

do. 

V 

oak  do. 

10 

do. 

tl 

clap-boards, 

1 

10 

do. 

It  was  also  voted  that  Daniel  Barber,  Oliver 
'fpmt  and  Ozias  Johnson  be 
*'  a  committee  to  procure  a  draught  of  the 
meeting  hou^e,  and  employ  a.  carpenter  tor  the 
purpose  of  budding  said  hou-<e." 

March  14,  1796,  it  was  voted  "  to*  postpone 


framing  and  raising  the  meeting-house  till  a 
year  from  the  15th  April  next,"  and  "to  raise 
£150,  to  be  paid  by  the  first  of  March  next." 
July  17,  1797,  it  was  voted 
"  to  adopt  some  measure  to  cover  the  meeting- 
house, the  present  summer,  and  to  raise  one 
thousand  dollars,  600  of  which  to  be  paid  by 
the  first  of  January  next,  and  400  to  bo  pai  I  by 
the  first  of  October  following — to  be  paid  in 
neat  cattle  or  grain,  if  paid  by  the  times  sot; 
if  not.  to  be  paid  in  money." 
and  that Reuben  Nash  be  committee  for  build- 
ing the  meeting-house,  in  lieu  of  Major  Johnson, 
dismissed."  Samuel  Howard  and  Allen  Good- 
rich were  added  to  this  committee  on  4th  May, 
1801.  Jan.  10,  1797,  one  acre  and  one-fifth  of 
|  an  acre  of  land  on  which  the  meeting-house 
j  was  subsequently  erected,  was  conveyed  by  a 
lease  by  Asa  Farnarn,  Esq.,  to  "  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Benson,'' — "  to  hi  used  and  im- 
proved for  a  meeting  house  and  green,  as  long 
as  the  said  inhabitants  shall  want  it  fjr  that 
purpose,"  with  a  condition  that  the  lease  wa3 
not  to  be  binding,  "  unless  the  frame  for  a  meet- 
ing-house is  erected  within  one  year  from  the 
date  hereof.'1  The  frame  of  this  raeetiugdiousa 
was  raised  in  the  spring  of  1797,  and  covered 
in  the  same  year  ;  but  the  building  was  not  fi- 
nally completed  until  the  summer  of  1303.  It 
was  erected  on  the  site  couveyed  by  the  above 
mentioned  lease,  on  the  west  side  of  the  main 
road  leading  northerly  and  southerly  through 
the  village,  fronting  to  the  east,  and  ext.  .  ug 
east  and  west  in  length.  The  carpenter  or  mas- 
ter-builder who  superintended  the  work  of  budd- 
ing and  finishing  this  house,  was  Capr.  Joel 
Dickinson  of  Westhaven.  He  was  originally 
from  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  had  been  the  master- 
builder  of  the  meeting-house  erected  in  that 
town  in  1790.  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  recently  pub- 
lished "  History  of  Pittsfield,"  says  that  he  was 
a  skillful  mechanic,"  and  that  the  designs,  in 
accordance  with  which  that  meeting-house  be- 
came one  of  the  finest  specimens  of  those  well 
proportioned,  cheery  wooden  structures,  with 
Grecian  ornamentation,  which,  very  similar  in 
their  general  character,  were  about  that  time 
scattered  through  the  more  thrifty  villages  of 
New  England,"  wero  furnished  by  Co!.  Bui- 
finch  of  Boston,  "an  architect  of  repure."—^ His- 
tory of  Pittsiiel  1,  p.  -ill.)  In  plau.  model  and 
style,  (though  of  slightly  reduced  dimensions,) 
the  meeting-house-  in  Benson  was  almost  au 
exact  copy  from  that  in  Pittsfield,  and  it  was 
J  constructed  from  the  same  working  drawings, 
i  and  by  the  same  master-builder  ;  and  the  view 
J  of  the  Pittsfield  meeting-house  given  in  the 
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History  above  referred  to,  (p.  444,)  is  almost  an 
exact  re-production  of  the  appearance  of  tlie 
house  in  Benson.  The  building  was  well  fin- 
ished, and  had  a  gallery  on  the  north-east  and  | 
south  sides ;  and  square  pews  with  high  backs, 
according  to  the  usage  of  the  time  when  it  was 
erected ;  and  it  was  highly  creditable  both  to 
the  town  and  the  builder.  There  were  very 
few,  if  any,  structures  of  the  same  kind  in  this 
vicinity,  which  could  be  considered  superior  to 
it  in  proportions,  taste  and  style. 

The  town  records  furnish  no  account  of  the 
expenses,  or  total  cost  of  the  house,  and  it  is 
not  probable  that  there  are  any  sources  of  in- 
formation in  respect  to  these  expenses  now  in 
existence.  Dee.  4,  1793,  the  town  voted  "to 
sell  the  pew-ground  in  the  meeting-house,  for 
the  purpose  of  finishing  the  house;"  and  the 
pews  were  sold  by  auction  in  town  meeting — 
there  being  eleven  adjourned  meetings  for  this 
purpose,  the  first  of  which  was  held  Jan.  1, 
1799,  and  the  last  March  8,  1S02. 

At  the  meeiing  held  May  4,  1S01,  it  was 
"  voted  that  the  two  pews  as  we  go  into  the 
gallery,  the  one  on  the  north  side,  and  the  other 
on  the  south  side  of  the  house,  be  reserved  for 
the  blacks  to  sit  in." 

The  bids  for  the  pews  were  to  be  paid  "  in 
neat  cattle  or  grain,  in  three  yearly  instalments," 
and  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  pews  was 
$5;S93.25.  This  sum,  with  the  amount  previ- 
ously raised  by  the  town,  probably  represented 
or  covered  the  entire  expenses  of  the  building. 

In  the  summer  of  1324  a  large  bell,  procured 
by  private  subscriptions  at  an  expense  of  about 
$450.00,  wa3  placed  in  the  belfry  of  this  house 
—and  this  was  the  first  bell  which  was  brought 
into  the  town. 

A  religious  society  was  organized  Dec.  10, 
1799,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Oct  26, 
1797,  a3  "  the  first  Congregational  society  in 
Benson  but  this  society  was  superceded  by  a 
new  society  organized  under  the  same  name. 
Nov.  30,  1814,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  act  passed  Nov.  10,  1314  ;  the  organization 
of  which  ha3  been  maintained  from  that  to  the 
present  time. 

For  a  few  years  previous  to  the  dismission 
of  Mr.  Kent,  the  pulpit  of  his  church  was  sup- 
plied,  for  a  large  part  of  the  time,  by  other 
preachers.  Among  these  are  remembered  the 
Rev.  Wizard  Child  (Yale  Col.,  1317,)  dow  D. 
D.,  who  preached  here  one  year,  ending  in  No- 
vember, 1620;  Rev.  Fry e  B.  Read.  (Middle- 
bury  Coll.,  1824,) ;  Rev.  Luther  P.  Blodgett, 
(Midd.  Coll..  1S0-3,)  and  Rev.  Elijah  Baino, 


(Amh.  Coll.,  1S23.)  Rev.  George  \V.  Rc-nslow 
was  employed  as  a  preacher  for  several  months, 
in  the  fall  of  1823,  and  the  winter  following, 
j  In  the  spring  ot  1329,  Rev.  Daniel  D.  Franci3 
(Univ.  of  Vt ,  1326,)  wa3  employed  as  a  preach- 
er; and,  in  June  following,  he  received  and 
accepted  a  call  from  the  church  to  settle  here 
as  their  minister.  The  succession  of  settle  1 
ministers  in  the  Congregational  church  and  so- 
ciety, since  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Kent,  has 
been  as  follows,  viz. 

Rev.  Daniel  D.  Francis,  ordained  July  29, 
1829,  dismissed  Oct.  23,  1844;  Rev.  Azariah 
Hyde,  (Midi.  Coll.,  1833,)  ordained  Jan.  29, 
1846,  dismissed  July  8,  1S56  ;  Rev.  Ebenezer 
Smith,  ordained  Sept.  16,  1857,  dismissed  Sept, 
1,  I860;  Rev.  "William  S.  Smart  commenced 
preaching  in  Benson  in  October,  1860,  ordain- 
ed Jan.  23,  1861,  and  dismissed  May  21,  1867. 
He  was  honored  with  the  degree  of  D.  D.  by 
Union  College  at  its  Commencement  in  1871. 
Rev.  George  P.  Byington,  ordained  March  11, 
1868,  and  dismissed  May  12,  1869.  The  pres- 
ent minister  in  charge  is  Rev.  Henry  M.  Holmes, 
whose  services  commenced  Dec.  1,  1869.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College  in  the  class 
of  1860. 

Few  clergymen  ever  secured  the  respect  and 
affection  of  their  people  in  a  larger  measure 
than  did  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smart  during  the  time 
of  his  ministrations.  His  service  here  covered 
the  entire  period  of  the  war  of  the  rebellion ; 
and,  at  all  times  foremost  in  every  good  work, 
he  rendered  invaluable  aid  in  promoting  en- 
listments, and  strengthening  the  hearts  of  our 
people  for  every  demand  made  upon  them  by 
the  exigences  of  the  war.  He  served  with  the 
14th  Reg't  of  Vt.  Vols.  (Col.  Win.  T.  Nichols,) 
as  its  chaplain,  during  its  service,  (October, 
1S62,  to  July,  1363,)  and  with  his  regiment 
was  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburgh.  There  were 
22  volunteers  from  Benson  in  company  D,  of 
the  same  regiment.  His  application  for  a  dis- 
mission from  the  pastoral  charge  here,  in  order 
to  accept  that  of  the  first  Congregational  church 
in  Albany,  X.  Y.,  was  the  occasion  of  universal 
regret ;  and  ho  left  the  town  with  the  sincere 
respect,  attachment  and  good  wishes  of  all  our 
people. 

The  Congregational  society,  in  IS 4 2.  demol- 
ished the  meeting-house  which  it  had  occupied 
as  a  placo  for  public  worship  for  nearly  f*T§ 
years,  and  erected  a  new  and  handsome  edifice 
of  wood  for  the  same  purpose  in  the  same  year. 
The  new  house  was  erected  about  its  length 
east,  or  in  front,  of  the  site  of  the  old  one,  and 
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was  finished  acd  occupied  in  the  winter  after 
its  completion.  The  present  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  (1870)  is  about  150. 

BAPTISTS. 

A  Baptist  society  was  organized  in  Benson 
Oct.  1,  1796,  the  members  then  being  Joseph 
Shaw,  John  Shaw,  Benjamin  Shaw,  Cyrus 
Mayn.mi,  Lewis  Wilkinson,  Reuben  Wilkin- 
son, Hammond  Wallis,  Daniel  Kenyon  and 
Walter  Durfee  ;  and  March  5,  1797,  a  Bap- 
tist church  was  organized,  consisting  of  the 
following  male  members,  viz.  Sheldon  Gibbs, 
Darius  Gibbs,  Ichabod  Higgins,  Jabez  Carter, 
John  Shaw,  Rufus  Bassett,  Timothy  Hinman, 
William  Winter,  Jonathan  Hurlbut,  Levi 
Belding,  Abijah  Fisher,  Walter  Durfee,  Uri 
Curtis  and  William  Jones. 

There  are  many  certificates  recorded  on  the 
town  records,  of  persons  declaring  themselves 
to  be  '*  of  the  Baptist  persuasion,"  while  the 
law  requiring  all  persons  to  be  taxed  for  the 
support  of  public  worship  remained  in  force. 

The  Baptist  society  had  no  regular  preach- 
er for  many  years  ;  but  the  following  are 
known  to  have  been  employed  a9  its  minis- 
ters, viz.  William  Patterson,  about  1797 — 
1S00:  Jeremy  H.  Dwyer.  about  1813  '14  ; 
John  S.  Carter,  about  1817  ;  Reuben  Sawyer, 
about  1S29-  33  ;  Robert  Bryant,  about  1840. 
and  Ransom  0  Dwyer,  about  1847,  '48. 

In  1S26  this  society  erected  a  stone  meet- 
ing-house near  the  N.  W.  corner  of  the  Stan- 
dish  farm,  which  \va3  taken  down  in  1813, 
and  the  society  erected  another  meeting-house 
in  1843.  of  wood,  in  the  village,  on  the  site 
of  the  present  residence  of  Jona3  Reed.  This 
last  bouse,  after  remaining  unoccupied  for 
many  year3,  was  sold  and  taken  down  in 
1866,[and  the  organization  of  the  society  has 
become  extinct. 

A  FREEWILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

was  organized  in  "  Carter  Street,"  in  the  west 
part  of  the  town,  about  1825,  consisting  of  a 
few  families,  most  of  whom  were  originally 
Baptists;  but  most,  if  not  all  of  these  em- 
braced Mormonism  about  1831-  32, and  short- 
ly afterwards  removed  from  town,  and  joined 
that  community  at  Kirtland,  Ohio,  and  fol- 
lowed its  subsequent  migrations. 

METBODI3T  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

The  first  Methodist  Episcopal  preacher 
who  isiemcmbered  to  have  preached  in  Ben- 
son was  Elder  Tobias  Spicer.  He  visited 
and  preached  in  Benson  in  1311,  being  then 


|  of  the  age  of  23  year?.  In  1837.  Albert 
|  Ch;inii»lin,  then  a  young  preacher  of  the  same 
denomination,  visited  Benson,  and  preached 
occasionally  during  the  year.  In  1838  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized 
here,  and  Rev.  Peter  P.  Harrower  became  its 
stationed  preacher.  From  that  time  to  the 
present  this  church  has  had  a  steady  growth, 
and  has  regularly  supported  a  preacher.  In 
1841  a  meeting-house  was  erected  in  the  vil- 
lage, of  wood,  and  has  ever  since  been  occu- 
pied by  this  church.  The  succession  of  preach- 
ers in  this  church  since  its  organization  has 
been  as  follows,  viz. 

1338,  '39,  Peter  P.  Harrower  ;  1839  to  '41, 
William  Henry;  1841  to  '43,  Stephen  Stiles  ; 
1843  to  '45,  William  P.  Gray;  1S45-46, 
Newton  B.  Wood  ;  184G  to  '48,  Lewis  Pot- 
ter ;  1848  to  '50,  Rodman  H.  Robmson  ; 
1850  '51,  James  F.  Burrows  ;  1851  to  '53, 
Ward  Bullard  ;  1853  to  '55,  Miner  Van  Au- 
ken  ;  1855  to  '57,  John  F.  Crowle  ;  1S57  to 
'59,  Peter  II.  Smith  ;  1859  to  '61,  Edward  N. 
Howe;  1861  '62,  Milo  P.Coburn  ;  1S62  '63, 
Washington  I.  Pond  ;  1S63  to  '65,  John  Fas- 
sett  ;  1865  '66,  William  C.Robinson;  1S63 
to  '69,  Chipman  R.  Hawley  ;  1869,  Harvey 
F.  Austin,  who  is  the  present  preacher  ia 
charge.  From  the  conference  minutes  of 
1869  it  appears  that  this  church  then  had 
110  members,  exclusive  of  5  "  probationers." 

The  Congregational  and  Methodist  are  now, 
(1S70,)  and  lor  many  years  past  have  been, 
the  only  organized  churches  in  town. 

POLITICS. 

The  first  distinctive  political  divisions  ia 
town  commenced  about  179S,  and  the  town 
was  then  strongly  Democratic  in  its  charac- 
ter— Simeon  Goodrich,  the  candidate  of  that 
party  being  elected  as  the  town  representa- 
tive to  the  General  Assembly  in  179S  and  .  K 
The  trial  of  Col.  Matthew  Lyon  of  Fairhaven, 
for  an  alleged  offence  under  the  famous  "  Se- 
dition law,"  in  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  at  Rutland,  in  October,  1798,  and  his 
subsequent  imprisonment  in  the  jail  at  Ver- 
gennes,  excited  a  degree  of  feeling  which  has 
never  since  been  exceeded  in  any  political 
struggle.  He  was  then  the  representative  of 
the  Western  district  of- Vermont,  in  Congress, 
and  at  the  election  for  Congress  held  in  this 
district  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  December, 
179S,  (no  choice  having  been  made  at  the 
election  in  the  previous  September)  he  waa 
re-elected  by  a  decisive  majority,  although 
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then  confined  in  jail  at  Vergennes,  under  his 
sentence.  At  this  election*  the  vote  of  Ben- 
son was  109  for  Lyon,  against  46  for  his  Fed- 
eral opponent,  Judge  Samuel  Williams  of 
Rutland  ;  and  Benson  was  represented  largely 
in  the  procession  of  over  4.00  citizens  on 
horseback,  who  went  to  Vergenne3  on  the 
expiration  of  Col.  Lyon's  term  of  four  months' 
imprisonment,  in  February,  1799,  and  escort- 
ed him  from  the  jail  to  his  residence  in  Fair- 
haven.  The  Democrats  maintained  their 
ascendancy  in  the  town  until  1S02,  when,  for 
the  first  time,  the  Federalists  had  a  majority, 
— the  vote  for  governor  that  year  being,  for 
Israel  Smith  (D)  74,  and  for  Isaac  Tichenor 
86.  From  that  time  forward,  while  the  old 
division  of  political  parties  continued,  the 
Federalists  had  a  majority — usually  small — 
in  every  year,  on  the  State  ticket,  at  the  an- 
nual elections  in  the  town.except  in  the  year 
1807  ;  yet  the  Democrats  succeeded  in  elect- 
ing the  town  representative  in  1S03,  '10  and 
'11,  as  well  as  in  1307 ;  and  the  nearly  even 
balance  between  the  two  parties  was  the  oc- 
casion of  renewed  struggles  for  success  by 
each,  at  the  successive  annual  elections. 

Tradition  reports  that,  at  the  election  in 
1810,  two  brothers,  Asa  and  Lemuel  Standish, 
were  respectively  the  candidates  of  the  two 
parties  for  town  representative — the  former 
being  the  Democratic  and  the  latter  the  Fed- 
eral candidate — ani  the  latter  being  also,  as 
first  constable  of  the  town,  the  presiding  of- 
ficer at  the  election — and  that,  of  the  241 
votes  cast.  Asa  received  121,  and  his  brother 
Lemuel  120;  thus  electing  the  former  by  a 
single  vote. 

In  1812  Chauncey  Smith,  the  Federal  can- 
didate for  town  representative,  who  had  in 
the  previous  year  been  dropped  from  the  list 
of  justices  of  the  peace  appointed  within  the 
town,  was  declared  duly  elected  at  the  free- 
men's meeting;  but  his  election  was  success- 
fully contested,  and  he  was  unseated  — (Jour- 
nals ol  the  General  Assembly  of  1812  p.  3S  ) 
There  were  2,^4  votes  cast  at  this  election, 
which  was  the  largest  number  ever  cast  at 
any  election  m  the  town.  In  this  year 
Chauncey  Smith  was  the  only  Federalist 
among  the  9  justices' of  the  peace  appointed 
within  the  town — as  Reuben  Parsons  had 
been  the  only  on-;  among  the  7  who  were  ap- 
pointed in  the  preceding  year. 

After  the  re-organization  of  political  par- 
ties under  the  administration  of  President 


Jackson,  the  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
town  were  almost  without  exception  in  har- 
j  mony  with,  the  prevailing  majority  in  the 
!  State.  There  has  accasionally  been  an  earn- 
est contest  in  the  election  of  town  represent- 
ative. There  were  13  balloting3  for  that  of- 
fice in  1852 — 9  in  1853,  and  5  in  1854,  before 
a  choice  was  effected  ;  but  the  prevailing 
political  preferences  of  the  town  were  in  each 
of  those  years  clear  and  unquestioned. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  town  at  the  several 
enumerations  made  under  the  authority  of 
the  government  of  the  United  States  was  a3 
follows,  viz : 

Census  of  1791,  6.58  Census  of  1840,  1403 
1800,  1164  »  1850,  1305 
1810,  1561  41  1860,  12G6 
1820,  1431  "  1870,  1244 
1830,  1493 

The  number  of  children  of  school  age, 
("between  the  ages  of  four  and  eighteen 
years,")  in  the  town,  in  each  year  from  1810 
to  1820,  inclusive, — the  period  in  which  the 
average  population  was  the  largest  in  its  en- 
tire history, — as  stated  in  the  annual  returns, 
was  as  follows : 


1810,  692  1811,  694 
1314,  726  1815,  725 
1818,  623    1319,  580 


1812,  726 
1816,  769 
1S20.  575 


1813.  716 
1817,  674 


PHYSICIANS. 

The  first  physician  who  settled  in  town  was 
Chauncey  Smith.  He  came  to  Benson  with 
his  father,  Asahel  Smith,  Esq.,  in  1785,  and 
commenced  practice  soon  afterwards.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  physicians  who  have 
resided  in  the  town,  together  with  the  term 
of  their  professional  practice,  according  to 
the  best  sources  of  information  which  now 
exist,  viz : 

Chauncey  Smith,  from  1786  to  1315  ;  Ella 
Smith,  (brother  of  Chauncey,)  from  about 
1756  to  1801;  Perez  Chapin,  from.  1797  to 
1807  ;  Cyras  Rumsey,  from  1S03  to  1S22  ; 
Rowland  P.  Cooley,   from  1810  to  1850  ; 

j  Edmund  Barnes,  from  1S12  to  1S16,  (remov- 
ed to  Leroy,  N.  Y. ;)   Seth  Ransom,  from 

I  1817  to  about  1854  :  Edward  Lewis,  1824  to 

j  1825,  (removed  to  Fairhavem  and  subsequent- 
ly to  Jackson,  Mich. ;)  Abijah  H.  Howard, 

'  1827  to  1816,  (removed  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich., 
where  he  died  Dec.  29,  1S59,  aged  nearly  56 
years;)  Charles  S.  Perry,  Ls  16  to  1849,  (re- 
moved to  Poultney  ;)  Seneca  E.  Park,  18  13 

j  to  1850,  (removed  to  Franklin ;)  Dixon  Al- 
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exander,  (Wesl.  Univ,  )  1849  to  1853, 

(removed  to  Poultney,  and  subsequently  to 
Fayette,  Iowa ;)  Henry  R.  Jones,  from  1853 
to  the  present  time ;  Lucretius  D.  Ross 
(Midd.  Coll.,  IS52.)  1865  to  1369,  and  Henry 
Burton  from  1869  to  the -present  time.  Setu 
Sheldon  Ransom  and  Erasmus  Darwin  Ran- 
som, (Middlebury  College,  1S36,)  sons  of  Dr. 
Seth  Ransom,  were  each  for  a  few  years 
in  practice  as  physicians  in  Benson  ;  but  the 
former  removed  to  Burlington,  Iowa,  in  1837, 
and  the  latter  removed  to  the  same  place  in 
1846.  Doctor  Ross  was  Assis't  Surg,  of  the 
14th  Reg.  Vt.  Vols,  during  its  service  of  nine 
months,  in  the  recent  war  of  the  rebellion. 
In  1869  he  removed  from  Benson  to  Poultney 
his  native  town.  Doctors  Jones  and  Burton 
are  now  the  only  practicing  physicians  resid- 
ing in  the  town. 

EPIDEMICS. 

The  town  has  rarely  been  visited  by  epi- 
demic diseases.  In  the  winter  of  1795-6.  the 
canker  rash,  or  ulcerous  sore  throat,  some- 
times called  scarlet  fever,  was  very  prevalent 
and  malignant  in  this  town  and  vicinity,  and 
generally  throughout  the  State.  During  the 
winter  of  1S12-13,  there  were  cases  of  the 
spotted  fever  in  this  vicinity  ;  and,  in  the 
latter  part  of  February,  1313,  these  were  fol- 
lowed by  the  typhoid  pneumonia,  or  lung;  fe- 
ver, which  became  a  prevailing  and  frightful 
epidemic.  Its  principal  ravages  were  in  the 
months  of  March  and  April,  and  there  were 
no  new  cases  after  the  middle  of  May  follow- 
ing. There  were  about  60  deaths  from  this 
disease  in  less  than  3  months,  of  whom  the 
larger  part  were  adults.  The  Rutland  Herald 
(weekly)  for  May  12,  1813,  contains  notices 
of  fifteen  of  these  deaths.  The  same  disease 
pevailed  as  an  epidemic,  at  the  same  time, 
generally  throughout  the  State.  (See  Thomp- 
son's Vermont,  Civil  Hist.  Part  II,  p.  220, 
ei  seq.) 

LAWYERS. 

The  first  lawyer  who  settled  in  the  town 
was  Albert  Stevens,  who  remained  here  about 
2  years— (1S00  to  '02.)  He  was  admitted  as 
an  attorney  in  Chittenden  county  in  Septem- 
ber, 1799. 

Samuel  Jackson  came  here  about  1807  ;  but 
after  a  few  months,  wen:  elsewhere,  or  ab- 
sconded. Each  was  held  in  very  poor  repute 
when  he  left  the  town,  though  Stevens  had  a 
good  education  and  respectable  ability. 

Ira  Harmon  settled  in  Benson  in  March, . 


1810,  and  remained  in  practice  about  20 
years. 

John  Kellogg  settled  in  Benson  in  May, 
1810,  and  remained  in  practice  until  1810 

Marshall  R.  Meacham  commenced  practice 
in  1825,  and  continued  in  busine.-s  until  bia 
death,  Aug.  24,  1833,  aged  34  years  . 

David  L.  Farnham  (Midd.  Coll.,  1823)  wt3 
in  practice  here  from  1826  to  1823,  anl  t'ni 
removed  to  Enosburgh,  and  subsequently  „n 
Manlius,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  a  few  years 
since. 

Richard  W.  Smith  (Univ.  of  Vt.,  1820)  was 
in  practice  here  about  one  year,  (1830  '31) 
and  subsequently  was  in  practice  in  Wards- 
borough. 

Milo  \V.  Smith  (son  of  Chauncey)  was  in 
practice  from  1831  to  1852,  when  ha  removed 
to  Plymouth,  Ind.,  and  is  now  deceased. 

Loyal  C.  Kellogg  (Amh.  Coll.,  1836,)  was 
in  practice  here  from  1839  to  '59,  when  he 
was  elected  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  State;  and,  in  1860  removed 
to  Rutland. — Messrs.  Meacham,  Farnham,  M. 
W.  Smith  and  L.  C.  Kellogg  were  natives  of 
the  town. 

IRA  HARMON 

was  a  native  of  Pawlet,  and  a  son  of  Dea. 

Ezekiel  Harmon,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
that  .town,  who  was  originally  from  Sumeld, 
Ct.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  his  r  roth- 
er,  Nathaniel  Harmon  of  Pawlet,  and  remov- 
ed to  Benson  in  March,  1S10,  and  was  engag- 
ed in  the  practice  of  his  profession  about  20 
years.  He  was  long  a  sufferer  from  chronic 
hypochondria,  and  died  July  17,  1837,  aged 
56  vears.  He  married  Miss  Eudocia  S.  Kent 
a  daughter  of  Rev.  Dan  Kent,  who  is  still 
(1870)  living. 

JOHN  KELLOGG, 

the  oldest  son  of  John  and  Roxana  (Mattoon) 
Kellogg  of  Amherst,  Mass.,  was  a  descend- 
ant, in  the  fifth  generation,  from  Joseph  Kel- 
logg, one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  ancient 
town  of  Iladley,  (1659)  of  which  the  town 
of  Amherst  originally  formed  a  part.  He 
was  born  at  Amherst,  May  31,  1786.  In 
April,  1805,  he  came  to  Vermont,  and  on  the 
suggestion  and  advice  of  Capt.  Silas  Wrig  Lt 
of  Weybridge,  (the  father  of  the  late  eminent 
senator  and  governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York  of  the  same  name,  who  had  been  an 
old  friend  and  neighbor  of  his  father  at  Am- 
herst,) he  determined  to  study  law  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  23d  of  April,  1805,  com- 
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menced  study  in  the  office,  and  under  the  in- 
struction of  Loyal  Case,  Esq.,  who  was  then 
a  leading  and  distinguished  lawyer  in  Mid- 
dlebury.  After  the  death  of  that  gentleman 
in  October,  1803,  he  continued  and  completed 
the  usual  course  of  preparatory  legal  studies 
in  the  office  of  the  Hon  Horatio  Seymour  in 
the  same  town,  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
as  an  attorney  at  the  February  term  of  the 
Addison  county  court,  in  1 S 10.  During  the 
entire  course  of  hi3  professional  studies  he 
Bupported  himself  wnolly  by  his  own  exer- 
tions. 

About  the  middle  of  April.  1810,  he  first 
Visited  Benson,  and  while  on  this  visit  he  de- 
termined to  establish  himself  in  business  in 
this  town,  and  made  a  contract  for  the  build- 
ing of  an  office.  On  the  2-1  th  of  May  follow- 
ing he  removed  to  Benson,  and  immediately 
thereafter  commenced  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession,  which  he  pursued  for  30 
years  with  diligence  and  success;  and  he 
soon  acquired  and  long  retained  a  large  and 
valuable  professional  business.  He  became 
the  owner  of  a  farm  in  1825;  and,  after  re- 
tiring from  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
1840  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  hie  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  died  Dec  22  1852. 
aged  66  years-  At  the  time  of  his  decease, 
he  had  been  a  resident  of  Benson  lor  more 
than  42  years;  and.  during  the  entire  peri- 
od, he  was  one  of  its  most  prominent  and 
honored  citizens. 

He  was  for  9  years  (1813  to  '22.)  postmas- 
ter ;  and  for  12  years  (1822  to  1833  and  '37 
-8,)  town  clerk  :  and  he  was  the  delegate 
from  the  town  to  the  Slate  Constitutional 
Convention  in  1822  and  the  representative 
ol  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly  in  1S22, 
'24,  '25,  ^27,  '28,  '29,  '30  and  31.  During 
the  last  week  of  the  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  1830,  he  was  speaker  pro  tempore 
of  the  house  of  representatives.  From  1^25 
to  1831,  he  Was  brigadier  general  in  the  State 
rnilitia  ;  in  1>38  a  candidate  of  the  Democratic 
*<arty  fcr  United  States  senator,  and  one  of 
the  delegates  from  the  State  at  large  to  the 
Rational  convention  of  the  same  party,  for 
the  nomination  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  tile  United  States,  held  at  Balti- 
more, Md.,  in  lS-tO  and  '44. 

His  professional  life  was  marked  by  great 
energy  and  industry,  methodical  habits  of 
business,  and  clear  and  sound  judgment ;  and, 
endowed  by  nature  with  remarkable  firmness 


and  decision  of  character,  he  brought  to  the 
discharge  of  public  and  private  duties  great 
sincerity,  uncompromising  principles  and  in- 
flexible integrity.  He  had  great  respect  for 
the  institutions  of  religion,  and  earnestly 
trusted  in  the  consolations  and  hopes  of  the 
Christian  faith  He  was  three  times  married, 
viz-  (1)  02  the  27th  Sept.,  1812,  to  Harriot, 
daughter  of  Reuben  and  Abigail  (Woodward) 
Nash  of  Benson,  who  was  born  Nov.  19, 1794, 
and  died  March  25,  1825;  (2)  on  31st  May, 
1S26.  to  Julia  Ann,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Jennette  Howard,  ol  Benson,  who  was  bora 
June  16,  1804,  and  died  Dec  13,  1845;  and 
(3)  on  6th  May,  1S47,  to  Arnie  Stougbton 
daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  (Eastman)  Dick 
inscn.  and  widow  ot  Jonathan  Dickinson,  of 
Amherst.  Mas3.,  who  was  born  April  16, 
1796,  and  died  at  Holyoke,  Mass.,  Aug.  11 
1860.  and  he  had  children  by  his  first,  and 
also  by  his  second  marriage. 

GRADUATES  OF  COLLEGES. 

The  following  graduates  of  Colleges  were 
residents  of  this  town  while  pursuing  college 
studies,  and  at  the  time  cf  their  graduation, 

viz 

Of  Middlebury  College  :  class  of  180S,  Perez 
Chapin  ;  1817.  Ethan  Allen  and  Franklin 
Gillett  Smith  :  1S23,  David  Latham  Farn- 
ham  :  1824.  Mervin  Allen  and  Cephas  Hea- 
ry  Kent;  1827  Jedc-diah  Clark  Parmalee ; 
1823,  Nathaniel  Cathn  Clark  and  John  Good- 
rich :  1829,  Pascal  Carter;  1831,  Edwin 
(Munson  Barber  and  Daniel  Howard;  1836, 
William  Dickinson  Griswold,  Josiah  Whee- 
lock  Per-t  and  Erasmus  Darwin  Ransom ; 
1838,  Franklin  White  Olmsted  ;  1852,  George 
Cu.-hing  Knapp,  1S5S,  Daniel  Meeker  How- 
ard ;  1860,  John  Quincy  Dickinson. 

Of  Amherst  College,  class  of  1S36,  Loyal 
Ca<e  Kellogg. 

Gj  Union  College,  class  of  1S37,  Henry  H. 
Bates. 

Of  the  University  of  Vermont,  class  of  1S4-5, 
Philo  Beckwith  Wilcox  ;  1846,  Royal  Dan- 
iel King. 

Of  the  above  Messrs.  Chapin,  Kent,  Farm- 
alee,  Clark,  Peet,  Olmsted,  Wilcox  and  Knapp 
became  Trinitarian  Congregational  cler^v- 
men  ;  and  Mr.  Knapp  also  became  a  mission- 
ary of  the  American  Board  of  Commission- 
ers for  Foreign  Missions,  and  is  now  station- 
ed at  Bitlis,  in  Turkey.  Messrs.  Ethan  Al- 
len, (now  D.  D.,  and  residing  in  Baltimore, 
Md.)  Smith,  Mervin,  Allen  and  Bates  became 
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clergymen  of  tha  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church ;  and  Messrs.  Farnham,  Goodrich, 
Griswold  and  Kellogg  became  lawyers.  Mr. 
Griswold  resides  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  and  is 
now  the  president  and  general  superintend- 
ent of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rail-road 
Company. 

Ri'fus  W.  Griswold,  D.  D.,  who  attained 
distinction  as  an  editor,  and  as  a  careful  com- 
piler and  critic  of  the  standard  literature  of 
this  country,  was  a  native  of  Benson.  He 
was  com  Feb.  15,  1815,  and  was  a  son  of 
Rutus  Griswold.  who  was  a  resident  of  Ben- 
son from  1S12  to  '22,  and  afterwards  of  the 
ad;oinmg  town  of  Hubbardton.  He  was  for 
a  brief  period  a  preacher  of  the  Baptist  de- 
nomination ;  but  he  occupied  the  pulpit  only 
occasionally,  or  at  intervals  comparatively 
rare,  and  his  active  life  was  mainly  devoted 
to  literary  pursuits.  An  appreciative  sketch 
of  him  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Edwin  P.  Whip- 
ple, one  of  the  most  accomplished  of  all 
American  critics,  is  published  in  Graham's 
Magazine  for  June,  1845  ;  and  another  and 
more  extended  sketch  is  given  in  the  volume 
of  "  Literary  Criticisms,"  by  the  late  Horace 
Binney  Wallace,  of  Philadelphia,  pp.  227-43. 
—{See,  also,  the  notice  of  him  in  Appleton's 
New  American  Cyclopaedia.)  His  "  Poets  and 
Poetry  of  America,"  hrst  published  in  1342, 
is  a  work  of  great  merit,  and  17  editions  of 
it  were  published  within  15  years  after  its 
first  appearance,  fie  died  in  the  city  of  New 
York  Aug.  27,  1857,  aged  42  years. 

REVOLUTIONARY*  PENSIONERS. 

A  large  number  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
town  served  as  soldiers  in  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution ;  but  no  pensions  for  this  service 
were  granted  until  after  the  passage  of  the 
pension  act  of  1813.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  the  Revolutionary  pensioners  who  resided 
in  the  town,  so  far  as  is  now  remembered, 
viz.  Abel  Bacon,  Christopher  Bates,  Bristor 
Bennett,  (colored,)  John  Carter,  Jonah  Car- 
ter, Solomon  Chittenden,  Walter  Durfee,  John 
Dunnine,  Solomon  Gibbs,  Allen  Goodrich, 
Simeon  Goodrich,  Thomas  Goodrich,  William 
Jones,  Major  Ozia-s  Johnson,  (b.  April  21, 
1753,  d.  Feb.  27,  1841,  ag.ed  nearly  83  years  ;) 
Rev.  Dan  Kent,  Allen  Leet,  William  Man 
ning,  (d  Jan.  S,  1847,  aged  S3  years;)  Lieut 
Solomon  Martin,  James  Noble,  (called  Junior 
in  the  early  records — son  of  Capt.  Jame3  No- 
ble.— (b.  at  West6eld,  Mass.,  Jan.  21,  1701,  d 
*t  Benson  June  30,  1343,  aged  82  years ,) 


Timothy  Prince,  (colored,  died  Aug.  10,  1533, 
aged  7S  years;)  John  Stearns,  A  -  StUes, 
(b.  in  Pittsfieid,  Mass.,  Nov.  29,  1759,  d.  in 
Benson,  April  13,  ISSl.aged  04  years  .)  Ja- 
cob Thomas  and  Reuben  Wilkiusta. 

LONGEVITY. 

Residents  cf  the  town  who  died  3t  an  un- 
usually advanced  age,  with  date  c:  ae-cease, 
viz  : 

Abraham  Adams,  March  25, 1835. 97  years ; 
Benjamin  Hickok,  May  5,  1862.  95  ;  Asahel 
Stiles,  April  13,  1854,  94;  Solomon  Martin, 
July  10,  1845,  93  :.'  Sarah,  wife  cf  Eliai  Smith, 
March  23,  1832.  93;  Anna,  widow  o:  Arnold 
Bnggs,  Aug.  17,  1869,93;  Simeon  Goodrich, 
Feb.  7.  1S52.  92  ;  Rebecca,  widow  cf  Robert 
Barber,  March  18,  1556,  92:  Ekal  Smith, 
May  10,  1867,92;  Othnie!  Goodrich,  Aug. 
12.  1853,  91  •  Fear,  widow  of  Capt.  Stephen 
Olmsted,  Jan.  7,  1825,  90;  William  Jones, 
March  23,  1852,  89:  Timothy  tVatscn,  Aug. 
6.  1852,89;  Mary,  wife  of  Robert  FarkhiM, 
Oct.  25,  1S00,  89;  Stephen  Sherwood,  Jan. 
11,  1S32,  89;  William  Manning  Jan.  ».  1547, 
S3;  Susanna,  widow  of  Ruins  Waiker,  July 
20,  1863.  83. 

|  BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Asa h el  Smith,  Esq.  was  a  nati-e  cf  Suf- 
field,  Ct.,  and  removed  from  that  town  to 
Benson  in  1735.  He  was  a  sen  c:  Ithaccd 
and  Elizabeth  (Stedman)  Smith,  and  was 
born  Nov.  25,  1739 — a  descendant  in  the  4th 
generation,  from  the  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  the 
first  settled  minister  of  Weather^iei  i.  Ct., 
(1636  to  '43)  according  to  the  family  genealo- 
gy in  Goodrich's  Genealogical  Notes.  ;  194 — 
and  was  also  a  hrst  cousin  of  Dr.  S.:ne?n 
Smith  of  Westhaven,  well  known  in  this  vi- 
cinity for  his  bequest  to  that  town  for  :h?  sup- 
port of  a  grammar-school.  He  was  a  farmer, 
and  had  probably  been  a  representative  in 
the  legislature  of  Connecticut,  an  j  aiso  a 
magistrate,  before  his  removal  to  Vermont. 
He  was  the  moderator  of  the  towa  meeting 
at  which  the  town  of  Benson  was  organize! 
in  March,  17S6.  and  the  first  of  the  board  of 
selectmen  elected  at  that  meeting,  a-  i  the) 
first  representative  of  the  town  elected  to  tha 
General  Assembly.  1738,  and  re-electei  each 
succeeding  year  to  the  time  of  his  v..:.  He 
was  also  the  delegate  from  the  towa  id  tha 
State  constitutional  conventions  he!  i  at  Man- 
chester in  June,  1786,  and  at  Windsor  in  Ju- 
ly, 1793,  and  also  the  delegate  from  Lhe  towa 
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to  the  State  convention  held  at  Bennington 
in  January,  1791,  which,  on  the  part  of  Ver- 
mont, adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  also  the  first  justice  of  the 
peace  in  the  town,  (17SS)  and  re-appointed  in 
each  succeeding  year  to  the  time  of  his  death  ; 
and  during  that  time  the  only  person  resid- 
ing in  the  town  who  was  appointed  to  that 
office,  except  one  year  (1790)  in  which  two 
justices  were  appointed  in  the  town.  He  died 
at  Benson,  June  26,  1791,  in  his  55th  year. 

His  widow,  Agnes  (Gillett)  was  married 
Sept.  IS,  1803,  to  Capt.  James  Noble,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Benson,  who  removed  to 
OrwelL  about  1790,  and  resided  there  at  the 
time  of  his  second  marriage.  She  died  Aug. 
24.  1810,  aged  70  years. 

CAPT.  WILLIAM  BARBER 

was  from  Fittsfield,  Mass  ,  where  he  had  been 
one  of  its  most  prominent  and  patriotic  citi- 
izens.  He  had  been  one  of  the  town  com- 
mittee of  correspondence,  and  a  selectman  in 
Pittsfield  in  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary 
"War  ;  and,  as  lieutenant,  he  was  in  command 
of  a  company  from  Pitts  field,  in  Col.  Simonda' 
regiment,-  in  the  battle  of  White  Plains,  Oct. 
28,  1776.  He  removed  to  Benson  in  1784, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by  his 
grandson,  William  C.  Barber,  and  died  Aug. 
11,  1789,  aged  46  years. 

ASA  FARNAM,  ESQ.,* 

waa  originally  from  Litchfield,  Ct.,  and  re- 
moved from  Fairhaven  to  Benson  in  1784. — 
He  was  a  surveyor,  merchant  and  farmer — 
the  representative  of  the  town  in  the  General 
Assembly  in  1795,  and  appointed  a  justice  of 
the  peace  in  1795.  and  from  1797  to  1S02  in- 
clusive. He  died  at  Benson  June  13,  1811, 
in  his  48th  year. 

CHAUNCEY  SMITH 

was  a  son  of  Asahel  Smith,  Esq.,  and  remov- 
ed to  Benson  with  his  father.  He  studied 
medicine,  and  became  a  physician,  and  con- 
tinued in  active  practice  from  about  1786  to 
1815.  In  1791,  after  the  decease  of  his  fath- 
er, he  was  elected  the  representative  of  the 
town  in  the  General  Assembly,  and  received 
15  annual  elections  to  the  same  office,  exclu- 
five  of  one  (in  1812)  which  was  successfully 
contested — his  last  election  being  in  1819, 

He  was  also  the  delegate  from  the  town  to 
the  State  constitutional  convention  of  1823  ; 

*  This  name  was  afterwards  written  hg  his  children 
i'ariib;un. 


appointed  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  1791,  and 
in  each  successive  year  from  that  time  to  1830 
inclusive— with  the  exception  of  the  years 
1811  and  '14 — making  35  years  in  ail. 

In  1814  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  as- 
sistant judges  of  the  county  court  for  the 
County  of  Rutland,  but  held  this  office  for 
only  one  year. 

lie  was  for  many  years  an  inn-keeper  in 
Benson,  and  always,  when  in  active  life,  a 
leading  and  influential  citizen.  He  removed 
from  Benson  to  Granville,  N.  Y.  in  1833,  and 
from  thence,  in  the  spring  of  1836,  to  Leroy, 
N.  Y.,  the  residence  of  his  eldest  son,  Dr. 
Chauncey  P.  Smith,  where  he  died  about  Dec. 
1,  1836,  aged  about  70. 

REUBEN  NASH,  ESQ., 

was  one  of  the  original  grantees  or  proprie- 
tors named  in  the  charter  of  the  town.  He 
was  born  at  Norwalk,  Ct.  March  12,  1763, 
and  was  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Ab- 
bott) Nash.  His  father  commanded  the  com- 
pany of  militia  from  Lanesborough,  Mass.,  in 
the  battle  of  Bennington,  and  was  there  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  died  in  the  night  follow- 
ing the  battle,  in  a  barn  near  the  battle-field. 
His  mother  subsequently  married  Col.  Timo- 
thy Brownson  of  Sunderland.  He  was  but 
12  years  old  when  his  name  was  inserted 
in  the  charter  of  Benson,  and  he  removed 
to  the  town  in  1787,  and  was  an  inn-keeper, 
merchant  and  farmer.  He  married  (1)  Abi- 
gail, daughter  of  Deacon  Jonathan  and  De- 
sire (Williams)  Woodward,  who  died  Aug.  16, 
1796,  in  the  31st  year  of  her  age:  and  (2) 
February,  1798,  Lois,  (Moore)  the  widow  of 
Aaron  Rising  of  Dorset.  In  1813  he  remov- 
ed to  Columbia,  Bradford  county,  Pa.,  where 
his  eldest  son,  Reuben,  settled  ;  but  returned 
again  to  Benson,  after  an  absence  of  one 
year. 

He  was  the  representative  of  the  town  in 
the  General  Assembly,  in  1S00,  '03,  '07  '20 
and  '21,  and  justice  of  the  peace  from  1803  to 
'13— '16  to  '19,  and  from  1820  to  '22.  In  the 
summer  of  1S36  he  removed  to  Silver  Creek, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  there  July  14,  1846,  aged  73 
years. 

DEACON  JONATHAN  WOODWARD 

removed  to  Benson  from  Williamstown,  Mass., 
but  was  originally  from  riainneld,  Ct.  He 
was  a  deacon  in  the  church  in  Williamstown. 
Ho  died  May  9,  1302,  in  his  76Ui  year.  He 
came  to  Benson  in  17S5. 
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DEA.COS  JOSEPH  CLARK 

came  to  Benson  in  1788  from  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  | 
where  he  had  been  a  deacon  in  the  Rev  Mr. 
Allen's  church.  He  died  April  28, 1813,  aged 
about  70  years.  Deacons  Clark  and  Wood- 
ward were  chosen  as  the  deacons  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  in  Benson,  on  its  organiz- 
ation in  1700. 

DEACOK  STEPHEN1  CROFOOT 

removed  to  Benson  in  1786  from  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  where  he  had  been  a  deacon  in  the 
P.ev.  Mr.  Allen's  church  in  that  place,  and  he 
died  at  Benson  March  17,  1812,  in  his  85th 
year.  • 

BEUBE5T  PARSONS,  ESQ., 

who  came  to  Benson  in  1788,  was  town  clerk 
from  1791  to  '99,  and  from  1S03  till  his  death 
in  '13.  He  was  also  a  justice  of  the  peace 
from  1808  to  '12.  He  died'March  22,  1813, 
a  victim  of  the  then  prevailing  epidemic  of 
typhoid  pneumonia,  aged  47  years. 

CALVIN  MANLEY 
was  the  second  and  last  clerk  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  town,  and  was  also  town  clerk 
from  1799  to  1S03.  He  was  a  surveyor  and 
farmer,  and  died  Aug.  25,  1831,  aged  71 
years. 

LIEUT.  SOLOMON  MARTIH-, 

who  came  to  Benson  in  ITS  t,  was  from  Pitts- 
field, Mass.  In  April,  1775,  he  marched  to 
Cambridge  on  the  Lexington  alarm,  with  Capt. 
David  Noble's  company  of  "  minute-men" 
from  Pittsfield,  and  was  2d  corporal  in  that 
company  ;  and,  under  the  same  captain,  he 
served  8  months,  or  the  remainder  of  that 
year  in  Col.  Patterson's  regiment  at  Cam- 
bridge. During  the  entire  year  of  1776  he 
was  a  lieutenant  under  the  same  captain,  and 
served  in  New  York  and  Canada.  After  the 
passage  of  the  pension-law  of  18-18,  he  receiv- 
ed a  lieutenant's  pension  for  his  services  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  which  continued  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  at  Ben- 
son July  10,  1845,  aged  93  years,  7  days. 

DR.  PEREZ  CnAPIN, 

who  was  originally  from  Granby,  Mass.,  re- 
moved to  Benson  in  1797,  as  is  believed,  from 
Whately,  Mass.  He  was  a  physician,  and 
continued  in  active  practice  for  about  10 
years  after  his  removal  to  Benson.  His 
brother  Sylvanus  was  the  first  settled  minis- 
ter in  Orwell  (1791  to  1S01)  and  was  after- 
wards for  many  years  a  minister  in  Addison. 
Dr.  Chapin  was  a  man  of  blameless  life  and 


religious  character.  He  died  at  Benson  April 
26,  1839,  aged  85  years.  Two  of  his  sons  be* 
came  Trinitarian  Congregational  clergymen, 
viz:  Perez,  (Midd.  Coll.,  1808)  who  was  set- 
tled in  Pownal,  Me.,  and  Horace  B.,  who  was 
settled  in  South  Amherst,  and  subsequently 
in  West  Hampton,  Mass.,  and  Lewistod  Fails, 
Me  ;  and  Roxana,  his  eldest  daughter,  was 
the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Caleb  Barge,  (Midd.  Col., 
1806)  who  was  the  first  settled  minister  in 
Guildhall,  Essex  county. —  (See  ante  vol.  I,  p. 
1012.)  Alpheus,  another  of  his  sons,  a  por- 
trait painter,  (who  died  in  Boston,  Mass., 
March  4,  1870,  aged  83  years)  was  the  father 
of  the  Rev.  Edwin  Hubbell  Chapin,  D.  D., 
(born  in  Hebron,  N.  Y.)  who  is  well  known 
as  the  pastor  of  the  Universahst  "  Church  of 
the  Divine  Paternity."  corner  of  5th  Avenue 
and  45th  St ,  New  York  city,  and  as  one  of 
the  most  eloquent  pulpit  orators  in  America. 

COL.  OLIVER  ROOT 

from  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  was  the  son  of  Col  Ol- 
iver Root  of  that  town.  He.  removed  to  Ben- 
son in  1791 — was  justice  of  the  peace  from 
1S03  to '07  to  '18,  '19-and  '22  to  '26;  was  town 
clerk  from  1813  to' 15.  In  the  spring  of  1837 
he  removed  to  Castleton,  where  he  died  April 
5,  1847,  aged  80  years. 

CAPT.  JOEL  DICKINSON, 

who  removed  from  Westhaven  to  Benson  in 
1809,  wras  originally  from  Pittsfield,  Mass., 
where  he  had  been  an  active  and  prominent 
citizen.  As  a  private  he  marched  with  the 
Pittsfield  company  of  minute-men  to  Cam- 
bridge, on  the  Lexington  alarm  in  April, 
1775,  and  was  subsequently  a  lieutenant  and 
captain  in  the  war  which  followed,  and  in 
almost  constant  service  from  the  beginning 
of  the  war  until  after  the  defeat  of  Burgoyne 
in  October,  1777.  He  was  present  at  the  as- 
sault on  Quebec,  in  December,  1775,  in  which 
Gen.  Montgomery  fell ;  and  also  in  the  sec- 
ond battle  of  Bemus'  Heights,  Saratoga,  Oct. 
7,  1777.  He  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  1812,  and  died  at  Benson,  Jan.  18, 
1S13,  aged  63  years. 

SAMUEL  HOWARD 

came  to  Benson  from  Hartford,  Ct.,  in  175". 
He  was  chosen  one  of  the  selectmen  from 
1791  to  '95,  inclusive— in  1800— and  from 
1606  to  16,  inclusive,  and  was  the  represent- 
ative of  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly 
in  1815  and  '23.  He  died  April  18,  1831, 
aged  70  years. 
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His  brother,  James  Howard,  who  came  to 
Benson  in  17S4,  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congre- 
gational church,  from  March,  1707,  until  hia 
death,  July  15, 1S31,  aged  6S  years. — Another 
brother,  Daniel,  who  probably  came  to  Ben- 
Bon  in  1785,  or  soon  afterwards,  died  Nov.  16, 
1S43,  aged  7S  years. 

These  three  brothers  were  settled  on  ad- 
joining farms,  on  the  "Howard  Hill/'  Ma- 
jor Edward  S.  Howard,  son  of  Samuel,  (b. 
June  10,  1791,)  was  one  of  the  most  active 
and  successful  business  men  of  the  town,  and 
the  representative  of  the  town  in  the  General 
Assembly  in  1S42.  He  died  June  7,  1863, 
aged  nearly  72  years. 

LEMUEL  8TANDISH 

came  to  Benson  from  Williamstown,  Mass., 
in  17S6  He  was  elected  constable  of  the 
town  in  each  year  from  1798  to  1S15,  inclu- 
eive,  excepting  1799,  and  one  of  the  select- 
men from  1809  to  1815,  inclusive,  and  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace  from  1814  to  '21,  inclu- 
sive—and also  in  '23  and  '26.  In  1838  he 
removed  to  the  residence  of  his  son-in-law, 
Samuel  Goodrich,  in  Du  Page  county,  111. 

ALLEN  GOODRICH, 

of  "Wethersfield  and  Glastenbury,  Ct.,  came 
to  Benson  in  17S4.  On  the  organization  of 
the  town  in  March,  1786,  he  was  elected 
town  clerk,  and  re-elected  each  year  to  1793. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  selectmen  in  1791, 
and  constable  in  1793,  '94.  From  1801  to  '14, 
inclusive,  he  was  annually  elected  the  first 
selectman — making  eleven  successive  annual 
elections  to  that  office.  He  was  also  a  justice 
of  the  peace  from  1813,  '17—19  to  '21  and  '22 
to  '27.  He  was  the  representative  of  the  town 
in  the  General  Assembly  of  1814.  He  was 
one  of  the  13  persons  who  formed  the  Con- 
gregational church,  on  its  organization  in 
1790.   He  died  March  15, 1342,  aged  81  years. 

SIMEON  GOODRICH 

wa3  from  Wethersfield,  Ct.,  (1785)  and  one  of 
the  board  of  selectmen  elected  on  the  organ- 
ization of  the  town  in  March,  17S6,  and  was 
also  the  representative  of  the  town  in  the 
General  Assembly  in  1793  and  '99.  He  was 
born  Sept.  11,  1759,  and  died  Feb.  7,  1852, 
aged  92  years.  lie  wns  the  last  survivor  of 
the  13  original  members  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  a  deacon  in  that  church  from 
September,  1806,  until  his  death.  In  the 
spring  of  1776  he  enlisted  in  Col.  Baldwin's 
regiment  of  artificers,  in  the  Massachusetts 


line,  to  serve  during  the  war — and  served  in 
that  regiment  till  January,  1781 ;  when,  be- 
ing severely  wounded  in  his  left  knee  by  a 
blow  from  a  broad-axe,  while  at  work  in 
building  a  block-house,  he  became  disabled 
from  further  service,  and  left  the  army.  He 
was  then  a  sergeant  in  the  company  of  arti- 
ficers, to  which  he  was  attached. 

For  several  years  previous  to  his  death  he 
received  a  pension  on  account  of  his  military 
service  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

JOSEPH  BASCOM, 

originally  from  Newport,  N.  EL,  came  to  Ben-' 
son  in  1815.  His  second  wife  wa3  Lucretia, 
(Griswold)  the  second  wife  and  widow  of  A3a 
Farnam,  Esq.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Con- 
gregational church,  and -the  representative 
of  the  town  in  1332  and  '33.  He  died  Feb. 
12,  1852,  aged  84  years. 

DR.  SETH  RANSOM 

came  to  Benson  in  1S17,  and  was  a  practicing 
physician  in  the  town  for  over  30  years.  He 
died  July  8,  1S57,  aged  77  years. 

DR.  ROWLAND  P.  C00LE7, 

a  native  of  Granville,  Mass.,  (b.  July  5,  1734) 
removed  to  Benson  in  March,  1310,  and  was 
a  practicing  physician  in  the  town  for  more 
than  40  years.  He  was  the  representative  in 
the  General  Assembly  in  1S34  and  '35,  and 
the  delegate  from  the  town  to  the  State  con- 
stitutional convention  in  1836.  In  I860  he 
removed  from  Benson  to  Saratoga  Springs,  N. 
Y.,  and  died  there  April  2,  1865,  aged  nearly 
81  years. 

PERE  G.  LADD 

was  born  in  Coventry,  Ct.,  January  1,  1774, 
and  came  to  Benson  from  Pittsford,  in  this 
State,  in  1793.  He  was  a  blacksmith,  and 
followed  the  business  of  that  trade  for  12 
years  after  his  removal  to  Benson,  and  then 
abandoned  it  to  engage  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  was  a  man  of  little  education,  but 
wa3  remarkable  for  the  native  energy  and 
force  of  his  character,  and  for  his  sound  com- 
mon sense  and  good  judgment.  He  was  very 
successful  in  business,  both  as  a  ^  blacksmith 
and  as  a  farmer  ;  and,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  he  had  larger  wealth  than  any  other 
person  residing  in  town.  He  was  a  ru.ijor- 
general  in  the  State  militia  from  IS  1 S  to  '24. 
He  died  without  issue,  March  23,  1S-3S,  aged 
64  years.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Doily  (Whitney) 
Ladd,  a  native  of  Warwick,  Mass.,  died 
April  2,  1850,  aged  77  years. 
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ISAAC  GRISWOLD 

was  a  native  of  Norwich,  Ct.,  born  Sept.  26, 
1779,  and  was  the  only  son  of  Isaac  and  Ab- 
igail (Latham)  Griswold  of  that  town.  He 
came  to  Benson  about  1797,  and  became  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  and  prominent  farm- 
ers of  the  town,  and  a  leading  citizen.  He 
received  the  appointment  of  justice  of  the 
peace  in  each  year  from  1826  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  excepting  in  1834  and  '35.  He 
died  July  14,  1844,  at  Vermontville,  Mich., 
where  he  was  taken  sick  while  visiting  a  son 
residing  at  that  place ;  and  he  was  buried 
at  Benson. 

JESSE  PARKHILL, 

Eon  of  James,  an  original  proprietor  named 
in  the  charter,  removed  from  Williamstown, 
Mass.,  to  Benson,  with  the  family  of  his 
father,  in  17S6.  He  was  constable  from  1817 
to  '27.  inclusive,  and  was  for  25  years  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  the  town — his  first  ap- 
pointment to  that  office  being  in  1811,  and 
his  last  in  1845.  He  died  Aug.  22, 1817,  aged 
69  years. 

ISAAC  NORTON 

was  born  at  Berlin,  Ct.,  Feb.  9,  1790,  and  re- 
moved to  flastleton,  Vt.  with  his  parents. — 
He  studied  medicine,  and  was  a  practicing 
physician  for  a  brief  period,  at  Lisbon,  N.Y. ; 
but,  abandoning  that  profession,  removed  to 
Benson  in  the  latter  part  of  1315,  and  enter- 
,ed  into  business  as  a  merchant,  in  which  he 
continued  for  about  20  years.  He  was  the 
town  representative  in  the  General  Assembly 
in  1826  and  '39,  and  one  of  the  county  sen- 
ators in  1810  and  '41  During  the  entire  pe- 
riod of  his.residence  in  town,  he  was  one  of 
its  most  prominent  business  men.  He  died 
June  30,  1852,  aged  62  years. 

PHILO  WILCOX 

(son  of  Elijah)  was  born  at  Goshen,  Ct.,  Jan. 
22,  1783,  and  came  to  Benson  with  his  par- 
ents in  1783  He  became  a  successful  and 
wealthyffarmer,  and  was  a  useful  and  respect- 
ed citizen  He  frequently  held  responsible 
town  offices,  and  was  the  delegate  of  the 
town  to  the  State  constitutional  convention 
in  1843,  and  its  representative  to  the  General 
Assembly  in  1845  and  '46.  He  died  Aug.  26, 
1865,  aged  82  years. 

SIMEON  AIKEN 

(son of  John,";  was  born  May  1,  1808,  and  died 
March  6,  1S65,  aged  nearly  57  years.  For 


the  greater  part  of  his  life  he  labored  under 
the  infirmity  of  deafness  ;  but  was  an  intel- 
ligent, respected  and  most  useful  citizen,  and 
no  man  was  ever  more  universally  esteemed 
by  his  townsmen.  He  was  the  first  select- 
man from  1860  to  '64  ;  and,  at  the  annual 
town-meeting  in  March,  1865,  resolutions 
were  adopted  expressive  of  a  grateiui  appre- 
ciation of  his  services  to  the  town,  and  of  a 
sincere  respect  for  his  character  and  memory. 

The  annals  of  an  agricultural  town  are 
largely  formed  of  "  *.he  unhistoric  deeds  of 
common  life."  Our  honorable  past,  in  its  so- 
cial, educational  and  religious  character,  was 
made  by  earnest  and  self-denying  men  and 
women— the  fathers  and  mothers  who  here 
planted  in  hope,  and  bore  faithfully  the 
struggles  and  trials  of  life,  and  now  "  rest 
from  their  labors."  To  their  industry,  ener- 
gy and  enterprise — to  their  lives  of  toil,  and 
sacrifice,  and  self-denial,  how  much  are  we 
indebted  for  the  advanced  culture  and  privi- 
leges of  our  times,  and  the  multiplied  com- 
forts of  our  homes  !  In  reviewing  our  more 
than  four-score  years  of  history,  it  is  no  less 
our  privilege  than  our  duty  to  hold  in  honor- 
able remembrance  their  virtues,  worth  and 
example. 

JOHN  QUINCY  DICKINSON, 

son  of  Isaac  and  Cornelia  (Coleman),  Dick- 
inson, was  born  at  Benson  Nov.  19,  1837, 
and  was  a  paternal  grandson  of  Capt.  Joel 
Dickinson.  Having  pursued  the  usual  ore- 
paratory  studies  in  the  academies  at  Poult- 
ney  and  Castleton,  he  entered  the  College  at 
Middlebury,  and  was  there  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1860.  After  his  graduation,  he  was 
reporter  and  correspondent,  at  Montpelier,  for 
the  Rutland  Herald  during  the  sessions  of 
the  State  Legislature  in  I860  and  '  61  ;  and  m 
the  winter  of  1S61-2  he  was  active  in  enlist- 
ing the  company  known  as  the  Middlebury 
company  for  the  7th  Regiment  of  Vermont 
Volunteers,  and  was  appointed  2nd  Lieuten- 
ant of  that  company,  which  wa3  called  Com- 
pany C,  in  that  regiment.  This  regiment  kit 
the  State  on  March  10th.  1862,  having  q 
in  camp  at  Rutland  for  about  6  we-rks  pre- 
vious to  that  time,  and  it  wis  stut  to  the 
department  of  the  Gulf  and  the  vicinity 
New  Orleans.  He  was  present  at  the  bom- 
bardment of  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  PI 
below  New  Orleans,  by  the  combined  fitet 
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under  Farragut  and  Porter  in  April  1862.  ' 
and,  in  a  letter  published  in  the  Rutland 
Herald,  shortly  afterwards  ,he  gave  an  in- 
teresting and  graphic  account  of  that  fierce 
and  protracted  combat.  He  served  in  that 
regiment  during  the  remainder  of  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion, — being  appointed  1st  Lieut, 
of  his  company  on  9th  Oct,  1862;  Quarter- 
master of  the  regiment  on  13th  Sept.  1804, 
and  Captain  of  Company  F,  in  the  same  reg- 
iment on  22nd  Aug.,  1865.  The  two  last 
offices  he  resigned  on  10th  Oct.  1865  The 
regiment  to  which  he  belonged  participated 
in  the  expedition  up  the  river  above  New  Or- 
leans in  the  direction  of  Vicksburgh,  and 
also  in  the  battle  of  Baton  Rouge,  in  the 
summer  of  1862,  but  was  afterwards  stationed 
at  Pensacola,  and  in  that  vicinity,  during  the 
larger  part  of  the  time  until  the  spring  of 
1865,  though  its  re-enlisted  men  received 
the  usual  furlough  as  veterans  during  August 
and  September  1861.  The  regiment  was  en- 
gaged with  the  troops  sent  on  the  expedition 
against  Mobile  in  March  1865,  and  shortly 
afterwards  was  sent  to  Clarksville,  Texas, 
and  subsequently  to  Brownsville  in  the  same 
State,  where  it  wa3  stationed  when  he  re- 
signed his  commission  in  the  army.  At  the 
time  of  his  resignation,  the  war  had  for  six 
mcctn*,  been  substantially  closed.  He  re- 
turned to  Vermont  during  his  furlough  in 
August  and  September  1864,  and  again  in 
the  summer  and  autumn  of  1866.  and,  at  the 
time  of  hi3  death,  was  expecting  to  make  an- 
other visit  to  his  native  State  in  the  course 
of  the  then  approaching  summer. 

Immediately  after  leaving  the  army  he  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  trade  in  the  vicinity  of 
Pensacola,  in  connection  with  Col.  Peck  of 
his  regiment  and  another  partner,  but  this 
enterprise  was  not  successful,  and  was  aban- 
doned after  it  had  been  carried  on  for  two  or 
three  years. 

When  the  State  government  of  Florida  be- 
came newly  organized  under  a  reconstructed 
constitution,  after  the  overthrow  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, he  was  appointed  Assistant  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  of  that  State,  and  he  afterwards 
removed  to  Marianna,  the  shire-town  of 
Jackson  Co.  and  was  appointed  the  County 
Clerk  of  that  County,  and  he  also  became  a 
colonel  in  the  State  militia.  Having  pur- 
sued legal  studies,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  a3  an  attorney  at  law  ;  and  he  was  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  most  prominent,  active, 


and  trusted  of  the  leaders  of  the  Republican 
party  of  Florida.  His  future  6eemed  full 
of  hope  and  promise. 

As  he  was  returning,  at  a  late  hour  in  the 
evening  of  Monday  3d  April  1871,  from  his 
office  to  his  house  in  the  village  of  Marianna 
he  was  assassinated  in  a  most  cowardly  man- 
ner, being  shot  down  in  the  street  when  very 
near  his  house, — his  left  breast  and  side  be- 
ing pierced  by  thirteen  buckshot  and  also  by 
a  ball,  and  his  death  being  apparently  the 
instantaneous  result.  The  circumstances  at- 
tending the  transaction  tend,  with  a  force 
which  seems  irresistible,  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  motive  for  his  assassination  was  ex- 
clusively political,  and  that  the  deed  wa3 
prompted  by  an  implacable  and  fiendish  spirit 
of  revenge  for  his  fidelity  to  his  convictions  of 
duty  and  to  the  principles  which  had  been 
implanted  in  him  by  his  New  England  nur- 
ture and  education.  He  died  unmarried.  His 
assassins  remain  as  yet  unknown,  and  the  guilt 
of  blood  unavenged  rests  upon  the  community 
in  which  he  dwelt  and  died.  He  was  buried 
at  Marianna  on  the  day  succeeding  his  death, 
but  his  body  was  two  days  afterwards  disin- 
terred, and,  under  the  escort  of  General  John 
Varnum,  the  Adjutant  General  of  Florida,  waa 
removed  to  Benson,  and  interred  here,  in  the 
burial  place  of  his  kindred,  on  Wednesday 
19th  April  1871,  in  the  presence  of  the  larg- 
est funeral  procession  ever  gathered  in  the 
town, — the  attendance  from  the  other  town3 
in  the  County  and  vicinity  being  very  large, 
and  including  the  Governor  of  the  State,  the 
Rev.  Mr  Smart  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  many 
who  had  been  fellow  soldiers  with  him  in  the 
service.  A  funeral  discourse  was-  delivered 
on  the  occasion  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes,  from 
Ps.  xxxvn.,  12-15,  followed  by  an  address  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Smart. 

Though  the  hopes  of  friends  have  been  so 
sadly  taken  away,  yet  to  them  remains  the 
pleasant  memory  of  his  manly  nature  and 
character,  and  the  consolation  that  the  ruling 
principles  of  his  conduct  were  noble  and  up- 
right, and  that,  in  the  stern  trials  to  which 
his  duty  called  him,  he  was  always  sincere, 
faithful,  and  true.  The  development  of  a 
completed  and  finished  manhood  rests  not  on 
length  of  days.  M  ILmouralde  aye  is  not  that 
which  standeth  »n  length  of  time,  nor  that  is 
measured  by  number  of  years.  But  ivi&lom  is 
the  gray  hair  unto  men,  and  an  unspotted  lije  it 
old  age."    (Wisdom  of  Solomon,  iv.,  S,  9.) 
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HON.  LOYAL  C.  KELLOGG-. 
BT  HE.VRr  CLARK. 

With  deep  sorrow  the  decease  of  the  hon- 
ored man  whose  name  stands  at  the  head  of 
this  article  is  announced.  He  died  at  the 
old  homestead  of  the  family,  at  Benson,  on 
Sabbath  morning,  Nov.  26,  1672,  after  an 
illness  of  two  weeks,  in  the  56th  year  of  his 
age. 

No  citizen  of  onr  county  could  have  passed 
away  at  his  period  of  life,  in  the  ripeness  of 
his  powers,  enjoying  the  high  regard  of  all 
classes  of  his  fellow  citizens,  as  does  Judge 
Kellogg.  He  was  esteemed  as  an  individual 
of  pure  life,  a  friend  considerate  and  faithful, 
a  lawyer  able  and  a  judge  commanding 
the  confidence  of  all  just  men,  as  possessing 
an  incorruptible  honesty  of  purpose,  which 
sought  to  declare  correctly  the  law,  and  ad- 
minister justice  in  accordance  with  its  en- 
lightened precepts.  With  such  a  pronuncia- 
tion of  his  virtues  and  estimate  of  nis  charac- 
ter one  might  stop,  for  it  expresses  the  eulogy 
of  the  man;  but  his  public  services  and  ex- 
ample demand  a  larger  review  of  his  public, 
judicial,  and  private  life. 

Loyal  Case  Kellogg,  son  of  Hon.  John  and 
Harriot  (Nash)  Kellogg,  was  born  in  Ben- 
son, Feb.  13,  1316.  His  father  was  long  a 
prominent  citizen  and  able  lawyer,  in  prac- 
tice at  the  Rutland  County  bar,  the  associate 
of  Rodney  C.  Royce,  Charles  K.  Williams, 
Robert  Temple,  Chauncy  Langdon,  Jonas 
Clark,  Gordon  Newell,  Robert  Pierpoint,  Rol- 
lin  C.  Mallory,  Pbineas  Smith  and  others 
who  made  the  Rutland  County  bar,  in  former 
years,  among  the  foremost  of  the  State.  The 
son  inherited  the  strong  judicial  mind  and 
high  qualities  of  character  that  distinguished 
his  father,  and  in  personnel  strongly  resem- 
bled him.  Loyal  received  the  education  of 
the  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  fitted  for 
college,  at  Castleton  and  West  Rutland.  He 
entered  Amherst  college  in  1332,  graduating 
with  honor  in  1335.  Among  his  classmates 
were  Hon.  Alexander  H  Bullock,  ex-Govern- 
or of  Massachusetts,  Hon.  Ensign  H.  Kel- 
logg of  PittsaeH,  Mass.,  Rev.  "Rosweil  D. 
Hitchcock,  D.  D.,  of  New  York,  and  Rev. 
Stewart  Robin-on.  D.  D.,  of  Baltimore.  Soon 
after  his  graduation  he  entered  upon  the 
study  of  law  at  Rutland,  m  the  office  of 
Phineas  Smith,  completing  his  studies  witn 
his  father  at  Benson.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  the  September  term  of  the  Rutland 
county  court  in  1839.  He  commenced  trie 
practice  of  law  at  Benson  in  1339,  and  there 
continued  until  1S59,  when  he  was  elected  a 
Judsre  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  removed 
to  tiutlaad  in  I860,  and  returned  to  Benson 
in  im. 

He  represented  Benson  in  the  General  As- 
sembly in  IS  17,  50,  51,  59  and  71.  In  1317 
he  was  on  the  Committee  on  Banks,  and  in 
1351  on  the  Committee  on  Banks  and  Revis- 
ion. In  1859,  he  was  placed  on  the  able 
committee  of  that  year  on  the  Judiciary, 
which  was  composed,  of  William  Hebard, 


Daniel  Kellogg,  Loyal  C  Kellogz,  George  W. 
Gran  ley  and  John  A.  Child,  He  was  also 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  of 
the  special  committee  on  the  petition  of  -Mat- 
thew Hailoran  for  the  commutation  of  the 
sentence  for  death  to  imprisonment  for  life. 

At  the  session  of  1371,  Jud^e  Kellogg  made 
request  of  the  Speaker  that  he  should  not  be 
placed  on  any  of  the  standing  committees  of 
the  House,  as  the  condition  of  his  heahh 
would  not  allow  continuous  or  arduous  la- 
bor, which  accounted  for  his  not  being  at  the 
head  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to  which 
he  would  very  properly  have  been  assigned. 
He  was,  however,  on  the  Joint  Committe  on 
the  Library,  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
the  bill  providing  for  ,a  general  railroad  law, 
and  also  on  the  committee  on  the  purchase 
of  an  historical  painting  for  the  State  House. 

He  was  delegate  from  Benson  in  the  Con- 
stitutional Conventions  of  1347  and  1870. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  eight  delegates  from 
Rutland  County  to  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  1357,  and  was  elected  its  Presi- 
dent. 

He  has  been  a  director  in  the  Bank  of  Rut- 
land and  in  the  National  Bank  of  Rutland 
for  the  past  10  years.  While  a  resident  of 
Rutland,  he  was  one  of  the  vestrymen  of 
Trinity  (Episcopal)  Church.  _  His  last  official 
acts  were  performed  as  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  build  the  Rutland  County  Court 
House,  in  which  he  took  a  deep  interest,  and 
gave  much  time  to  the  preparation  of  the 
plans. 

The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  con- 
ferred on  Judge  Kellogg  at  Amherst  in  1869. 

He  was  elected  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
by  the  legislature  of  1859  and  annuallv  re- 
elected down  to  and  including  1367,  but  de- 
clined to  accept  the  last  election  on  account 
of  his  health,  in  the  following  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  Governor,  and  Hon.  John 
Prout,  of  Rutland,  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

Rutland,  November  4th,  1867. 
To  ffis  Ercdiency,  John  B.  Page,  Governor: 

Siii: — L  hereby  decline  to  accept  the  office 
of  assistant  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  for 
the  official  year,  to  which  I  have  recently 
been  elected  by  the  General  Assembly. 

This  act,  which  is  rendered  necessary  by 
the  condition  of  my  health,  will  sever  rela- 
tions which  have  always  been  plea-ant  to 
me,  and  I  desire  to  accompany  it  with  the 
expression  of  my  most  grateful  acknowle  Ige- 
ments  for  the  honor  conferred  on  me  by  nine 
successive  elections  which  I  have  received  to 
this  olhce,  and  for  the  generous  kindness  by" 
which  I  have  been  sustained  in  it. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  servant, 
L.  C.  Kellogg. 

Since  his  retirement  from  the  bench,  he  had 
interested  himself  in  historical  studios,  and 
had  written  many  valuable  communications 
for  the  p'-e^s  on  subjects  cmn'Cted  with  kval 
history  of  towns  and  the  State.  His  last 
published  communication  was  in  the  Vermont 
Siandard,  proving  from  official  records  that 
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"  Slavery  hai  no  legal  existence  in  Vermont." 
He  wrote  a  history  of  the  town  of  Benson 
for  Miss  Ilemenway's  Gazetteer,  probably  one 
of  the  most  perfect  town  histories  that  has 
ever  been  written  in  Vermont.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  one  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dents of  the  Vermont  Historical  Society,  and 
President  of  the  Rutland  County  Historical 
Society. 

As  a  legislator,  Judge  Kellogg  always  stood 
in  the  front  rank.  His  extended  experience 
in  the  General  Assembly  for  several  terms, 
his  practice  at  the  bar  and  observation  on 
the  bench,  and  knowledge  of  the  wishes  and 
needs  of  the  people,  placed  him  in  a  position 
for  presenting  questions  of  importance  and 
framing  measures  that?  were  adapted  to  the 
common  weal,  and  he  added  his  earnest  ad- 
vocacy of  every  question  to  which  his  atten- 
tion was  directed,  and  generally  with  success 
His  value  as  a  legislator  was  more  apparent 
at  the  session  of  1S71.  Under  the  biennial 
system  the  laws  were  to  be  adjusted  to  the 
existing  condition  of  affairs,  and  he  gave  his 
attention  to  all  statutes  that  were  necessary 
to  be  amended  to  make  them  harmonious, 
and  all  the  acts  for  that  purpose  were  drawn 
and  presented  by  him.  winch  wa3  a  labor  re- 
quiring great  accuracy,  and  was  a  work  that 
few  could  have  undertaken  and  accomplished 
without  a  single  omission.  He  had  Irom  ob- 
servation, both  on  the  bench  and  among  the 
people,,  become  firmly  convinced  that  the 
time  had  come  when  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple demanded  the  enactment  of  a  general 
railroad  law,  and  he  determined  to  become 
the  champion  of  such  a  measure,  and  accord- 
ingly early  in  the  session  introduced  a  bill  en- 
titled "An  act  authorizing  the  formation  of 
railroad  corporations,  and  to  regulate  the 
same"  which  he  deemed  best  in  order  that 
the  scheme  might  have  a  fair  and  impartial 
hearing,  uo  trammeled  by  any  other  railroad 
question,  should  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  seven  members,  and  the  speaker  appointed 
the  following  committee:  Messrs.  Kellogg  ot 
Benson,  Stetson  of  Enosburg,  Graves  ol  Ben- 
nington. Holt  of  B  erlin,  \\  al  worth  of  W  ev- 
bridge  and  Crosby  of  Brattleboro.  The  bill, 
although  in  its  main  features  similar  to  the 
law  ot  New  York,  met  with  the  persistent 
and  strong  opposition  of  existing  railway  cor- 
porations, both  within  and  without  the  State, 
who  appeared  in  the  hearing  of  the  commit- 
tee by  their  attorneys,  and  officers,  and  finallv 
succeeded  in  influencing  five  of  the  committee 
to  present  a  report  (which  had  been  prepared 
"toy  the  lailroad  lawyers)  against  the  bill. 
Although  Judge  Kellogg  did  not  present  a 
minority  report,  yet,  he  made  a  powerful  ar- 
.•giuacnt  before  the  house,  reviewing  the  posi 
.ti'iaa  taken  in  the  majority  report — which 
Wi«  perhaps  the  greatest  speech  of  his  lite, 
lie  Lad  to  succumb  before  the  powerful  rail- 
Toad  jailuence  of  the  State,  and  his  favorite 
jueasar*  was  lost.  Had  he  lived,  it  would 
ihave  U.en  presented  with  more  force  at  a  fu- 
ture aeLiion,  and  become  a  law,  for  it  was  in 
(to  interests  of  the  people  and  against  monop- 


olies. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  rain  w.'.l 
be  found  who  will  have  the  same  Roman 
courage  he  exhibited  to  take  it  up  where  he 
left  it,  and  press  it  to  enactment  against  ali 
the  combinations  that  may  be  arr  lyed  against 
it,  for  it  is  a  measure  requisite  for  the  treltare 
of  the  people. 

As  a  lawyer,  Judge  Kellogg  ranked  high. 
From  the  commencement  of  his  career  as  \ 
lawyer  he  was  remarkable  for  his  studious 
and  reflective  habits,  f f is  mind  was  broai 
in  its  range,  and  very  harmonious  in  de- 
velopment. He  examined  a  case  in  it-  bear- 
ings, with  logical  discrimination..  He  became 
a  learned  and  sound  lawyer.  His  arguments, 
though  perhaps  not  as  ready  as  some  of  h:s 
associates  at  the  bar,  were  exhaustive,  as 
well  from  his  own  deduction-  as  from  inves- 
tigation of  authorities.  But  the  grandeur  of 
his- position  rested  on  the  uprightness  of  his 
mind.  As  a  member  of  the  iegii  profession 
he  deserved  and  acquired  an  enviable  r- ro- 
tation for  ability,  learning  an  i  unyiel  ::ng 
integrity.  When  once  he  planted  his  foot  oa 
a  principle  or  elaborated  a  doctrine,  it  was 
done  with  firmness  and  lew  could  move  him. 
His  distinguishing  characteristic  was  that  na 
laboriously  and  faithfully  devoted1  himself  ::> 
the  discharge  of  his  duty  to  his  clients.  He 
never  trusted  to  any  temporary  inspiration. 
He  was  well  grounded  m  legal  principles  and 
was  familiar  with  the  adjudications  of  ::.e 
courts,  and  always  prepared  himself  for  each 
trial  and  argument  methodically  and  eiat  > 
rately.  His  addresses  and  arguments  v.-ere 
clear,  logical  and  forcible,  but  without  orna- 
mentation. They  were  the  results  of  a  close 
and  careful  examination  of  his  cases.  Tr.ere 
was  no  parade  or  ostentation  about  him. 
The  simplicity  of  his  manner,  his  habitual 
candor  and  laborious  research,  commended! 
him  to  the  attentive  consideration  of  those 
whom  he  addressed.  His  last  appearance  at 
the  bar  was  at  the  September  term  o:  the 
Rutland  County  Court,  where  he  made  aa 
able  and  elaborate  argument  in  reference  to 
the  title  of  the  county  to  the  land  upon  which 
the  old  court  house  stood.  His  argument  at- 
tracted the  close  attention  of  the  court  ani 
the  bar,  and  was  his  last  public  effort. 

As  a  judge,  he  discharged  his  varied  duties 
with  conscientious  fidelity.  He  examined  ail 
questions  which  came  before  trie  court  with 
judicial  learning,  dispassionate  fairness  a-.  1 
impartiality  winch  should  ever  characterize 
him  who  would  worthily  aid  in  the  a(ha"*n  s- 
tration  of  justice,  and  "he  has  given  on  the 
bench  an  illustration  of  the  qualities  w  lich 
make  the  upright  judge.  He  was  clear,  calm, 
courteous  and  decided.  All  things  were  ic  ae 
in  order  and  deliberately.  He  will  be  re- 
membered among  those  who  have  worn  the 
judicial  ermine  with  honor.  He  was  fiaore 
widely  known  as  a  judge  than  in  any  other 
position.  His  opinions  were  clear,  comj  ict 
and  forcible,  They  gave  evidence  of  exten- 
sive attainments,  great  research  and  a  clear 
perception  of  the  principles  involved,  and  ara 
characterized  alike  by  deep  thought  ani  so-ud 
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practical  judgment,  and  hi3  fame  will  test 
upon  his  judicial  character. 

He  was  accustomed  to  read  much  outside 
o!  his  profession.  In  the  interests  of  profes- 
sional labor  he  was  a  constant  reader  upon 
subjects  that  interested  him,  and  of  general 
literature  His  general  iniorrnation  ou^ide 
of  his  profession  was  extensive  and  varied 
In  Ins  conversation  he  was  agreeable  and 
interesting.  In  his  relations  to  all  classes  ol 
the  community,  he  was  social,  kind  and  con- 
siderate. Although  Judge  Kellogg  adorned 
various  official  positions,  he  never  sought 
cfnce.  Hi?  fidelity,  the  simplicity  c(  his  man- 
ners, and  his  integrity,  as  well  as  the  clear- 
ness and  strength  of  his  intellect  inspired 
confidence  and  recommended  him  to  his  i el 
lew  citizens.  They  knew  that  whatever  duty 
he  accepted,  would  be  discharged  creditably 

His  death  was  not  unexpected.  The  sol- 
emn warning  he  received  to  be  ready  five 
year;  ago  indicated  to  him  that  his  earthly 
career  was  drawing  to  a  close.  Since  that 
period  his  constitution  steadily  failed.  When 
having  passed  an  honorable  life,  in  the  midst 
of  his  years  the  summons  came.  In  his  last 
hours  he  enjoyed  all  the  comforts  wealth 
could  furnish,  and  far  beyond  that,  he  was 
blessed  with  the  tender  and  ever  watchful 
care  of  kind  and  tender  friends,  whose  re- 
gard for  hi3  comfort  knew  no  bounds.  He 
saw  the  day  of  his  departure  approach  with- 
out fear,  but  with  a  faith  anchored  in  the 
promises  of  his  God. 

He  was  never  married,  but  resided  at  the 
old  homestead,  in  the  family  of  his  brother. 
L  Howard  Kellogg,  Esq.,  who,  together 
with  two  other  brothers,  Harlan  P.  Kellogg 
ol  Chicago,  and  Wilbur  F.  Kellogg  and  one 
sister  Joanna  M.  Kellogg,  survive  him. 

Thus  has  passed  from  earth,  one  whose  ser- 
vices shall  live  after  him,  whose  private  life 
was  above  reproach.  He  has  gone  in  the 
prime  of  his  years,  and  his  name  and  memory 
will  be  cherished  in  all  communities.  It  is 
honorable  and  fitting  that  we  should  lay 
this  wreath  on  his  honored  grave.  Profession- 
al fame  is  transient,  judicial  reputation  is 
limited  The  warrior  and  statesman  receive 
ublic  honor,  while  the  jurist  and  judge  may 
e  unknown.  But  the  victories  of  peace  are 
not  less  valuable  than  those  of  war.  But 
be  departs  full  of  honors.  He  leaves  a  legacy 
ct  a  well  spent  life  and  an  untarnished  rep- 
utation. 

His  funeral  services  were  solemnized  at  the 
residence  of  his  brother,  L.  Howard  Kellogg, 
Esq.,  which  had  long  been  his  home,  and  the 
home  of  his  father,  the  old  homestead  that 
he  loved  so  well.  The  services  were  solemn, 
brief  and  appropriate.  There  was  no  attempt 
at  ostentation  or  display,  but  everything  was 
conducted  with  that  simplicity  and  serious- 
ness which  so  became  his  character,  and 
wmch  would  have  been  his  desire  if  he  could 
have  expressed  his  wishes. 

We  regret  that  so  lew  were  present  from 
other  parts  of  the  county,  to  unite  in  the  last 
Bad  tribute  of  respect  to  one  so  widely  known 
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and  so  well  beloved  a?  Loyal  C.  K-^k^g. 
But  the  extreme  cold  weather,  the  d,fficuhy 
of  access  tc  Benscn  and  the  bad  rendition 
of  the  roads  undoubtedly  preven'.ed  many 
from  attending  wno  otherwise  would  have 
been  present.  Among  use  prominent  gentle- 
men  in  attendance  were  Hon  John  Prout, 
Frederick  ChaSe  Wiluam  Gilmore  and  John 
W  Crampton,  ot  Rutland;  Hon  Rodney  Ct. 
Abel!  ol  West  Haven  ,  Hen.  Daniel  Crolsot 
and  Hon,  Martin  C  Rice  cl  Benson. 

The  relatives  and  iriend*  ol  tne  deceased 
and  gentlemen  frcm  abTcad  ^u.etly  as-;m- 
b-ied  at  the  house,  lea  Jrcm  re  era  01  i  tie 
house  amid  tnb  book?  he  so  constantly  and 
carefully  studied,  enclosed  in  an  elegant  buri- 
al case  was  all  that  remained  cl  n.ra  r-o  late- 
ly instinct  with  hie  and  tnought.  Helocksi 
but  little  changed  from  what  he  was  when 
last  we  saw  him — pernap-  a  little  more  sal- 
low and  somewhat  thinner — but  it  was  the 
same  quiet,  calm,  dignified  man,  lying  as  if 
in  sleep  or  repose.  In  looking  at  him  it  was 
difficult  to  realize  it  was  for  the  last  time. 
The  coffin  was  surmounted  by  a  silver  plate 
on  which  was  engraved  the  name,  date  of 
death  and  age  of  the  deceased  In  each  cor- 
ner of  the  plate  were  beautifully  chased  cross- 
es emblematical  of  his  faith  in  the  Saviour 
of  the  world. 

The  funeral  services  at  the  house  were,  a3 
we  have  said,  brief  and  simple.  Rev.  Hen- 
ry M.  Holmes,  pastor  of  the  Congregation- 
al church,  made  a  lew  very  brief  and  ap- 
propiate  remarks,  followed  by  a  prayer  by 
Rev.  H.  F.  Austin,*  pastor  ol  the  Methodist 
church. 

A  procession  was  then  formed  under  the 
direction  ol  Hon.  Daniel  Croloot,  and  the  re- 
mains earned  to  the  village  cemetery.  Hon. 
John  Prout  and  Frederick  Chafie  of  Rutland, 
H  R.  Jones.  M.  D.,  .1.  6.  Griswold,  Hon. 
Martin  C.  Rice  and  F.  W.  Walker  oi  Benson, 
acting  as  pall  bearers. 

At  the  cemetery  tne  body  wa3  11  committed 
to  the  ground — "  earth  to  eartn"  by  the  side  of 
his  mother  and  among  his  kindred,  there  to 
remain  until  the  resurrection  morn — the  Rev. 
H.  F.  Austin  repeating  the  beautiful  ritual  of 
the  Episcopal  and  Methodist  churches  appro- 
priate to  that  act. 

At  the  close  of  the  services  at  the  grave 
the  family,  relatives,  friends  and  citizens  of 
Benson  assembled  at  the  Congregational 
church  to  hold  a  public  memorial  service, 
the  desk  being  occupied  by  F*ev.  Messrs, 
Austin  and  Holmes. 

The  services  were  opened  by  the  singing  by 
the  chou,  Montgomery's  beautiful  hyiua. 

M  Friend  after  friend  departs; 

Who  has  not  lost  a  friend  1 
There  is  no  union  here  ol  hearts 

That  finds  not  here  an  cad." 

*  Rev.  Mr.  Austin  is  known  as  the  reviewer  of  Rot. 
Mr.  Morns'  "Science  and  the  Bible;  or  the  >:  i&ic 
Creation  and  Modern  Discoveries."  Schaff'a  "  History 
ot  the  Christian  Church,"  and  other  works. — Kd. 
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Rev.  Henry  M.  Holmes  read  portions  of 
the  19th  chapter  of  Job  and  of  the  15th  chap- 
ter of  1st  Corinthians. 

An  impressive  prayer  wa.s  offered  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Holmes,  after  which,  another  Hymn  was 
sung. 

Rev.  H.  F.  Austin  then  preached  a  dis- 
course from  Micah,  vi.  8. 

"  He  hath  shewed  thee,  0  man,  what  is 
good;  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of 
thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and 
to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God  " 

The  context,  he  said  represents  a  contro- 
versy between  man  and  Ins  Maker,  in  winch 
God  accuses  him  of  ingratitude,  winch  man 
admits  and  looks  for  the  means  of  reconcilia- 
tion. To  obtain  this,  God  requires  something 
of  man  that  is  not  beyond  his  comprehension, 
and  which  u  for  his  best  interest  and  that  of 
societty 

These  three  cardinal  requirements  embrace 
the  whole  duty  of  man.  1.  To  do  justly. 
Thi3  is  to  give  all  their  due.  It  is  not  con- 
fined to  mere  human  creeds — they  may  be 
too  exacting  or  too  contracting,  may  require 
too  much  or  too  little.  To  do  justly  requires 
compliance  with  the  higher  law.  There  is  a 
higher  law,  and  when  tins  conflicts  with  mere 
human  law,  the  latter  must  yield.  Human 
laws  may  be,  and  sometimes  are  unjust,  and 
it  would  be  wrong  to  submit  to  them  ;  then 
we  must  resist  them.  As  examples  of  obey- 
ing the  law  of  God  instead  of  man,  he  refered 
to  Daniel  and  the  Apostles.  To  do  justly  we 
must  be  just  to  ourselves.  Most  of  U3  pro- 
vide for  ourselves,  and  procure  clothes, 
food,  gold,  etc.,  but  this  is  not  enough  we 
must  also  provide  for  our  souls,  we  must  also 
deal  justly  with  others.  There  are  too  many 
Cains,  who  ask.  "  Am  I  my  brother's  keep- 
er ?  "  The  golden  rule  covers  the  whole 
ground.  We  will  do  justly,  if  we  obey  the 
two  great  commandments,  "  Love  God"  and 
"  Love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.''  We  must 
not  only  render  unto  Caesar,  but  unto  God. 
It  is  not  enough  to  abstain  from  crime  and 
immorality,  but,  the  heart  must  be  right — 
must  be  pure  "  Elessed  are  the  pure  in 
heart  for  they  shall  see  God." 

2.  To  love  mercy  Mercy  is  kind,  loving, 
tender.  Mercy  is  great  when  it  tempers  jus- 
tice. Justice  requires  the  punishment  of  of- 
fenders, while  mercy  would  grant  them  an 
unconditional  pardon,  if  consistent  with  laws. 

The  difference  between  justice  and  mercy 
was  explained  at  some  length.  A  judge 
might  be  just  and  take  pleasure  in  sentencing 
a  criminal  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law,  while 
the  judge,  who  tempered  justice  with  mercy, 
would  pass  the  same  sentence  because  com- 
pelled to  do  so  and  would  regret  it. 

3.  Walk  humbly  with  thy  God.  To  walk 
humbly  with  G.<i  :s  to,  with  meekness  of 
heart,  naoslcsty  of  s^ul  and  with  an  humble 
and  contrite  spirit,  seek  a  reconciliation  with 
and  become  a  friend  of  God,  and  to  love  Him 
and  cheerfully  to  obey  him. 

These  three,  "to  tio  justice,  and  to  love 
mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy  God," 


i.s  all  that  is  required  of  us.  To  fear  G:i 
and  keep  his  commandments  is  the  v/no.* 
dutv  of  man 

He  concluded  with  a  sketch  of  the  life  azi 
character  of  Judge  Kellogg,  as  illustrating 
the  teachings  of  the  text. 

R$v  Henry  M.  Holmes  followed  in  brief 
remarks  eulogistic  of  the  character  of  Jcuja 
Kellogg  and  of  the  high  appreciation  .a 
which  he  was  held  by  the  people  of  Benson, 
and  the  great  loss  they  had  sustained  in  his 
d&ath,  not  only  by  them  but  by  the  people  of 
the  county  and  State. 

After  singing  by  the  choir 

"Mark  the  perfect  man," 

the  audience  was  dismissed  with  the  benedic- 
tion by  Rev.  Mr.  Austin. 

RESOLUTIONS  05T  THE  DEATB  OF  HOST.  L07AL 
C.  KELLOGG. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Benson,  the 
following  resolution,?  were  adopted  in  respect 
to  the  memory  of.  their  honored  fellow  citizen, 
Hon.  Loyal  C.  Keilogg  • 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  an  All-wise  Prov- 
idence to  call,  by  death,  from  our  midst,  our 
revered  and  honored  friend  and  townsman. 
Judge  L.  C.  Kellogg; 

Resolved,  That  in  his  death  the  to'vn  has 
lost  one  of  its  firmest  and  most  devotei 
friends  ;  the  State  a  distinguish^  1  and  honor- 
able son  ;  a  wise  and  able"degislator,  am  taa 
Bar  and  Bench  one  of  their  brightest  orna- 
ments. 

Resolved,  Thar  we  recognize  in  the  life  ani 
character  of  Judge  Kellogg,  a  true  nob,';. -.7. 
Firm  and  undaunted  m  the  pursuit  of  justice 
and  ri^ht,  no  temptation  could  move  hua 
from  the  path  of  rectitude  and  honor. 

Resolved.  That  we  will  cherish  his  memory 
in  fond  and  grateful  remembrance,  as  one  -.v..  5 
has  honored  us,  in  his  example  and  liJe.  and 
of  whom  it  may  be  most  truly  said,  "  ile 
lives  long  who  lives  well." 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  tne  deeply 
afflicted  and  sorrowing  family,  our  warmest 
sympathy. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
be  sent  to  the  family,  and  to  the  Rutland 
Herald  for  publication. 

I*  MEMORIAL  LOYAL  C  KELLOGG. 

David  E  Nicholson,  from  the  committee 
previously  appointed  for  that  purpose,  pre- 
sented the  following  report  : 

To  the  bar  meeting  in  presence  of  the  Hon. 
Court  noiu  in  session  : 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  refered  the 
subject  of  the  death  of  the  late  Loyal  0. 
Kellogg,  respectfully  report,  that  having  se- 
riously considered  the  same,  th«y  rc?om:r.-:3l 
the  following  recital  and  testimonial . 

Whereas.  Our  late  prou-s-.ional  brother, 
and  associate  member  of  tins  high  Court, 
Hon.  Loyal  C.  Kellogg,  has  by  disease  and 
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d  been  taken  from  the  counsels  of  the 
f  ;*   *r.  i  the  companionship  of  the  other; 

liftolt^d,  tli.it  with  a  chastened  submission 
t.v  l';v:rvi  1'rovidence,  we  now  invoke  the 
i  -  ^tiitioo  and  the  records  of  this  Hon. 
*  ift  to  emphasize  and  perpetuate  the  meas- 
w  *  of  oar  confidence  am!  esteem  for  him  who 
representatively  prolonged  his  useful  life 
Iq  ■.;•>  and  to  our  successors,  on  the  bench  and 
*»  tin  bar.  by  the  valued  bequest,  not  only 
of  hU  professional  library,  but  by  the  richer 
inheritance  cf  the  fadeless  example  of  a 
worthy  and  successful  life. 

Jl'i'ub.ed,  That,  to  the  sundered  family  cir- 
ri-, of  the  illustrious  deceased,  we  send  assur- 
ance of  mingled  condolence  and  congratula- 
tion— condolence  for  their  great  bereavement 
— congratulation  for  the  priceless  aggregate 
of  surviving  memories. 

D.  E.  Nicholson,  ] 

M.  G.  Everts, 

C.  H.  Joyce,        [  Commiliet. 

D.  Roberts,. 

W.  C.  Dunton.  j 
In  presenting  the  resolutions,  Mr.  Nicbol- 
lon  paid  a  feeling  and  eloquent  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Judge  Kellogg,  which  wis  appro- 
priately responded  to  by  Chief  Justice  Pier- 
point,  who  ordered  the  resolutions  placed  on 
the  records  of  the  Court. 

JUDGE  KELLOGG'S  BEQCEST  TO  THE  COUNT!'  OF 
RUTLAND. 

At  a  session  of  the  Rutland  County  Court, 
the  present  term,  the  Hon.  Hoyt  H.  Wheeler, 
Chief  Judge,  announced  that  he  had  received 
a  communication  from  L.  Howard  Kellogg, 
executor  of  the  Will  of  Hon.  Loyal  C.  Kel- 
logg, formerly  a  Judge  of  this  Court,  informing 
the  court  and  bar  of  the  bequest,  by  Judge 
Kellogg,  of  his  Law  Library  to  the  County  of 
Rutland,  for  the  use  of  the  bar,  etc.  He  then 
presented  the  following 

LETTER  FROM  L.  HOWARD  KELLOGG. 

Benson,  Vt.,  March  15,  1S72. 
To  Hon.  Hoyt  H.  WheeW,  Judge;  Hon. 
J.  B.  Bromley,  First  Assistant  Judge  and 
Hon.  Bradley  Fish,  Second  Assistant  Judge, 
the  members  of  the  legal  profession :  ..' 
Gentlemen: — It  becomes  my  duty  as  the 
Executor  of  the  last  Will  and"  Testament  of 
toy  brother,  Loyal  C.  Kellogg,  deceased,  to 
place  in  the  posessionof  the  proper  custodian 
the  Law  Library  of  said  deceased  which  he 
rias  bequeathed  to  the  County  of  Rutland  by 
J'  ,';  ffn,rlh  Article  of  his  Will,  which  reads  as 
follows : 

1  give  and  bequeath  to  the  County  of 
Rutland  aforesaid,  ail  of  my  books  belonging 
[  i  i>*  Law  Library,  now  "at  Rutland,  to  be 
kept  in  tiie  Court  House  of  said  County  for 
toe  use  of  the  Judge*  of  the  Courts,  and  the 


members  of  the  legal  profession  who  cay 
attend  the  Court.?  in  said  County." 

Said  library  is  now  in  the  office  of  the 
County  Clerk,  and  is  subject  to  such  use  as  is 
designated  by  the  said  Will. 

In  discharging  this  trust.  I  do  most  fully 
rely  that  your  Honors,  and  the  mem  -  ?rs  f 
the  bar,  will  make  such  provisions  for  the 
safe  keeping  of  said  library,  and  such  resruia- 
tions  regarding  its  use,  as  will  most  fully  car- 
ry out  the  evident  intention  of  the  testator. 
Faithfully  yours, 

L.  Howard  Kellogg. 

The  foregoing  communication  having  beea 
read,  on  motion  ol  David  £.  Kicholson, 
was  ordered  and  the  Court  appointed  Warren 
H.  Smith.  John  Prout  and  Rodney  C.  Ab-ll 
a  committee  to  present  to  the  Court  a  suitable 
ack*  owiedgement  of  the  bequest  therein  men- 
tioned. 

The  Ccmmittee,  subsequently,  (Monday, 
April  l?th)  presented  a  ieport  which  was 
ordered  placed  on  the  reccids  of  the  Court 
and     copy  furnished  to  L.  Howard  Kellcgg. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 

State  of  Vermont,  Rutland  County,  March 

Term,  1572. 
To  the  Honorable  County  Court: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
communication  of  the  Executor  of  the  .x.-: 
Will  and  Testament  of  the  Hon.  Loyal  C. 
Kellogg,  advising  of  the  bequest  of  His  Law 
Library  to  the  County  of  Rutland,  for  the 
use  of  the  Court  and  the  members  of  the  bar 
attending  said  Court,  and  that  said  Library 
has  been  delivered  into  your  custody  ;  for  the 
purpose  of  suitably  acknowledging  said  be- 
quest, report : 

That  in  this  bequest  by  Judge  Kellogg  we 
have  assurances  of  the  high  regard  in  which 
the  testator  held  this,  his  native  county.  ar.d 
the  kind  remembrances  he  had  of  h;s  asso- 
ciates of  the  Bench  and  brethren  of  the  bar. 
And  this  presentation  of  his  very  choice  an  1 
valuable  collection  of  books  calls  upon  ;:;  re- 
cipients to  provide  a  safe  and  suitable  place 
for  its  deposit,  that  the  beneficial  objects 
Judge  Kellogg,  in  making  said  bequest,  may 
be  fully  secured. 

That  the  thanks  of  the  Court  and  bar  are 
due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  L.  Howard 
Kellogg,  the  Executor,  for  this  early  execu- 
tion of  his  trust,  with  assurances  that  this 
legacy  is  highly  prized  and  shall  be  properly 
provided  for  and  safely  kept  in  the  place,  ani 
used,  for  purposes  for  which  it  was  bequeath- 
ed, by  his  brethren. 

W.  H.  Smith, 
J.  Proct,        ^  Committee. 
R.  C.  Abell. 


"1 


BtJFUS  WILMOT  GRISWOLD. 

FROM  "THE  POETS  AMD  POSTS*  OF  TERm-Tr." 

Mr.  Griswold,  the  patron  of  American  Po- 
ets, was  born  at  Hubbardton,  Rutland  Coun- 
ty, Vermont,  February  15,  1515.    A  great 
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part  of  his  early  life  was  spent  in  voyages. 
He  afterwards  studied  divinity,  and  became 
a  Baptist  clergyman.  He  has  been  associate 
editor  of  The  New  Yorker,  Brother  Jonathan, 
New  World,  and  several  Boston  and  Phila- 
delphia journals.  In  1842,  he  edited  Gra- 
hams Magazine.  In  1850,  he  projected  the 
Inter  national  Magazine  He  nad  a  more 
extensive  literary  acquaintance,  probably, 
than  any  other  man  in  tiie  country.  The 
"  PoeU  and  Putlry  of  America,"  he  edited  in 
1S42;  "  The,  Prose  Waters  of  America,"  in 
1S46;  "  The  Female  Poets  of  America,"  in 
18-19  ;  "  Washington  and  the  Generals  of  the 
American  Revolution"  and"  Napoleon  and  the 
Marshals  of  the  Empire,  in  1847.  His  other 
works  are  "  The  Poets  and  Poetry  of  England 
in  the  Nineteenth  Century,"  "  The  Sacred  Poets 
of  America  and  England,"  Curiosities  of  Amer- 
ican Literature,"  "  The  Biographical  Man- 
ual," "  The  Present  Condition  of  Philosophy," 
and  a  serial  volume  of  miscellaneous  poems, 
published  in  1S30.  But  lew  of  his  own  po- 
ems have  been  preserved.  He  is  best  known 
as  a  biographer,  critic  and  antiquary.  Our 
literary  annuals  he  knew  by  heart,  and  no 
man  of  letters  has  done  more  to  present  the 
claims  of  American  literature  to  the  world. 
Both  his  mind  and  disposition  were  complex. 
He  alternated  between  the  extremes  ol  feel- 
ing ;  yet  he  possessed,  with  all  his  peculiarities, 
a  most  exact  sense  of  justice,  and  though  at 
times,  as  a  critic,  dogmatic  and  severe,  still 
be  was  nearly  always  the  friend  of  the  weak- 
er party.  In  1842,  he  resumed  his  ministe- 
rial profession.  His  sermons  were  his  finest 
compositions,  and  delivered  with  taste  and 
eloquence  He  died  in  New  York  city,  Au- 
gust 29,  1857. 

TO  JANE. 

"WRITTEN  III  THE  ALBUM  OF  A  NEAR  RELATIVE. 

Alone  sat  Hagar  in  the  wild, 
Alone  with  Ishinael  her  child, 
And  through  the  sultry  mid-day  air 
Sent  up  to  Heaven  her  earnest  prayer. 
Oh,  lovely  Hagar  !  keen  thy  woe, 
Thine  agony  that  few  may  know; 
Yet,  though  forsaken  and  alone, 
One  star  henignant  on  thee  Rhone; 
And,  as  thy  gaze  was  turned  on  high, 
Its  light  made  all  thy  anguish  fly. 
Oh,  lovely  Hagar!  keen  thy  woe, 
But  God  forbade  thy  tears  to  flow. 

Remember  her  example,  Jane  ! 

When  comes,  as  come  it  will,  the  pain 

Of  broken  faith  and  heart-felt  wrong, 

1'or  these,  alas!  to  life  belong. 

When  dark  thy  oky,  when  woes  assail, 

Bend  not  before  the  chilling  gale, 

But  upward  turn  thine  eyes,  to  II im 

Whose  love  Dor  change  nor  death  can  dim. 

However  dark  thy  way  may  he, 

The  same  bright  star  will  shine  on  thee 

That  turned  to  joy  the  bitterness 

Of  Uajjar  in  the  wilderness. 


BRANDON. 

FROM  MANUSCRIPTS  LEFT  BT  THE  LATE  HON.  AKDIR30*  «. 
DANA,  U.  D.,  LL.  D. 

EARLY  SETTLEMENT. 

Neshobe.  the  charter  name  of  this  town,  it 
retained  23  years;  the  patent  being  dated 
Oct.  20, 1761,  while  the  Act  of  the  legislature, 
confirming  the  organization  of  the  town, 
and  ;  changing  the  name  to  Brandon,  wad 
passed,  Oct.  20,  1784. 

To  avoid  coniusion,  the  name  of  Brandon 
will  be  adhered  to,  except  m  copying  lrom 
proprietors'  or  other  records.  ^ 

The  settlement  of  towns,  in  a  wilderness 
region  as  extensive  as  waa  that  ol  Vermont, 
is  influenced  in  some  measure  by  laws  similar 
to  those  which  govern  contagious  diseases. 
The  proximity  of  neighbors,  and  distance  to 
Older  settlements,  are  weighty  considerations 
with  him  who  seeks  a  home  where  "  the  war- 
whoop  of  the  savage  might  wake  the  sleep  of 
the  cradle,"  and  where  great  care  and  vio- 
lence would  be  necessary  to  guard  his  little 
flock  from  destruction  by  the  wild  beasts  of 
the  forest.  Hence,  we  see  that  the  settlement 
of  towns  in  this  State,  especially  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Green  Mountains,  which  com- 
menced at  the  southern  extremity  ol  the 
State,  progressed  northward  from  town  to 
town,  with  considerable  regularity  m  the  or- 
der of  time.  A  similar'order  ol  lime  is  no- 
ticed, too,  in  the  issuing  of  patents,  with  t  e 
exception  of  the  town  of  Bennington,  which 
was  chartered  in  1749;  when  there  was  an 
interval  of  12  years  before  any  town  norili. 
of  it  received  a  patent. 

It  was  during  this  interval  that  the  French 
war  broke  out  (1755)  which  extended  in  its 
operations  from  Canada  to  ihe  adjoining  col- 
onies of  New  England,  New  York,  and 
Pennsylvania,  and  which  was  finally  termin- 
ated' by  the  great  battle  fought  on  the 
plains  of  Abraham,  near  Quebec.  Sept.  13, 
1760,  in  which  the  British  arms  were  victo- 
rious. The  French,  disheartened  by  .their 
losses,  were  thrown  into  great  coniusion  ; 
and  on  the  IStn  of  September  the  remainder 
of  the  troops  and  the  city  of  Quebec  were 
surrendered  into  the  hands  of  the  English." 
General  Amherst,  who  had  previously  taken 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  arrived  be- 
fore Montreal,  Sept.  8.  1760,  "  winch  place 
with  the  whole  province  of  Canada  wa3 
surrendered  to  the  British." 

This  event  at  once  awakened  attention  to 
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the  territory  of  Vermont,  the  adjoining  prov- 
ince  of  which  had  been  transformed  from  a 
hostile  to  a  friendly  neighbor.  Applications 
for  charters  of  towns  were  now  made  in 
rapid  succession  to  Benning  Wentworth,  the 
Colonial  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  who 
was  disposed  to  grant  them  oh  the  most  lib- 
eral terms,  so  that  the  principal  towns  in  the 
Counties  of  Bennington,  (excepting  the 
town  of  Bennington,)  Rutland  and  Addison, 
were  chartered  in  1761.  In  most  of  these 
towns  there  was  an  interval,  however,  of  sev- 
eral years  between  the  time  the  patents  were 
granted  and  the  commencement  of  settle- 
ments. By  the  terms  of  the  charters  an  ear 
of  Indian  corn  was  required  to  be  paid  annu- 
ally by  the  grantees  of  each  town  until  De- 
cember, 1772;  after  which,  one  shilling  proc- 
lamation money  was  to  be  paid  annually  for 
each  100  acres. 

In  10  towns  of  Rutland  County  whose 
charters  were  granted  between  the  26th  of 
August  and  the  20th  of  Oct.,  1761,  settlements 
were  commenced  at  the  following  periods  : 

Pawlet,  1761;  Danby,  1765;  Clarendon 
and  Rutland,  1768  ;  Castleton  and  Pittsford, 
1769;  Tinmouth.  1770;  Poultney  and  Wells, 
1771 ;  Brandon,  1772. 

In  this  progression  of  settlements,  Bran- 
don, it  is  seen,  was  the  last  in  the  order  of 
time  compared  with  the  towns  south  of  it, 
whose  charters  were  obtained  a3  early,  or 
during  the  same  year. 

The  settlements  north  were,  with  very  few 
exceptions,  all  commenced  at  a  later  period. 
Col.  John  Chipman  made  a  "  pitch"  in  the 
town  of  Middlebury  as  early  as  1766  ;  but 
left  soon  after,  and  did  not  return  until  the 
Spring  of  1773,  when  he  with  Judge  Painter, 
Benjamin  Smalley  and  a  few  other  families, 
commenced  the  first  settlement,  intended  to 
be  permanent,  in  that  town. '  But  they,  with 
others  who  came  before  the  Revolutionary 
war,  all  left  immediately  after  its  commence- 
ment, and  did  not  return  until  it  was  over. 

While  the  women  and  children,  however, 
were  thus  compelled  to  abandon  their  new 
homes,  and  return  for  a  season,  from  whence 
they  came,  the  men  generally  joined  the  de- 
fenders of  their  country,  substituting,  lor  a 
time,  the  weapons  of  war  for  the  implements 
of  husbandry. 

Brandon  remained  the  frontier  town  on  | 
the  north,  where  the  settlement  was  not  bro-  j 
ken  up  by  the  war.    In  a  few  instances  men  1 


took  their  families  to  a  neighboring  town,  or 
vicinity  less  exposed,  to  remain  during  tho 
confinement  of  their  wives.  The  record  of- 
births  in  the  town,  however,  shows  that 
there  was  no  breaking  up  of  the  settlement 
by  the  war,  these  births  having  occurred  at 
various  periods  of  its  duration. 

"Pitching,"  before  purchasing,  was  the 
common  practice  for  several  years.  Indeed 
the  purchase  money,  or  consideration,  was  at 
that  early  day  of  such  small  account  a3  to 
deter  no  one  from  coming  into  the  town  to 
settle,  who  had  made  up  his  mind  to  seek  a 
home  in  the  wilderness.  Besides,  the  pur- 
chase of  a  proprietor's  right,  or  any  number 
of  acres  on  such  right,  gave  to  the  purchaser 
no  advantage  over  any  one  else  who  had  not 
purchased,  of  selecting  any  particular  lot,  un- 
til surveys  were  authorized  to  be  made,  which 
was  not  until  September,  1774.  It  was  the 
policy  of  the  proprietors  however  to  encour- 
age settlements  by  the  most  liberal  mean*, 
for  at  their  meeting,  when  they  first  "  voted 
to  lay  out  110  acres  for  a  first  division  lot," 
they  also  voted,  that  "  each  man  shall  hold 
his  lot  by  pitching  until  he  can  have  oppor- 
tunity to  survey  it."  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed at  this  time,  with  "full  power  to  em- 
ploy a  surveyor,  &c,"  and  who  were  directed 
"  to  begin  on  the  business  by  the  first  Monday 
of  September  next,"  to  which  time  the  meet- 
ing was  adjourned  "  to  the  house  of  Nathan 
Daniels,  in  Neshobe."  That  meeting  was 
held  at  Williamstown,  Mass.,  June  15,  1771, 
and  was  the  first  meeting  held  by  the  pro- 
prietor's when  any  action  was  had  in  rela- 
tion to  surveys. 

Although  many  pitches  were  made  before 
title  could  be  obtained  to  any  particular 
tract  or  lot,  the  settlers  had  no  fears  of  being 
ousted  or  disturbed  in  their  possessions  as 
the  whole  town  was  open  to  new  comers, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  spots  here  ami 
there,  which  were  indicated  by  the  smoke  is- 
suing from  log-houses  or  the  burning  of  a 
fallow  of  "  new  land  " 

Of  the  original  proprietors,  two  only  came 
into  the  town  to  reside,  Josiah  and  Benja- 
min* Powers,  both  of  whom  died  before  tha 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  war. 

The  "first  tree  felled  in  this  town,  with  % 
view  to  settlement,  was  in  the  mouth  o:  Oc- 
I  toher,  1772,  when  Amos  Cutler,  then  a  ingle 
j  man,  came  from  Hampton,  Ct.,  made  an 
I  opeuing,  and  built  a  cabin,  which  tie  occa- 
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pied  alone  during  the  following  winter.  It 
is  doubtless  true,  as  stated  by  himself  and 
others,  that  he  was  the  first  white  man  that 
ever  passed  a  winter  in  this  town.    April  5. 

1773,  John  Ambler  and  David  June,  his  son 
in-law,  came  into  the  town  from  Stamford, 
Ct.,  and  made  their  pitch  jointly,  south  of 
and  adjoining  Mr.  Cutler,  and  extending,  as 
it  was  afterwards  surveyed,  to  near  the  north 
line  of  Fittsfield. 

In  the  next  class  of  settlers  are  included 
those  who  came  here  previous  to,  or  during 
the  Revolutionary  war  ;  who  are  named  in 
the  order  of  time,  as  near  as  could  be  ascer- 
tained, at  which  they  came.  These  were 
Josiah  Powers,  Elista  Strong,  Thomas  Tut- 
tle,  Joseph  Barker,  John  Mott,  George  and 
Aaron  Robins,  Benjamin  Powers,  Jonathan 
Ferris,  Joshua  Goss,  and  Samuel  Kelsey. 
AH  but  the  last  two  are  supposed  to  have 
been  here  before  the  commencement  of  the 
war. 

In  Thompson's  History  of  Vermont,  an 
error  occurs,  under  tho  head  of  Brandon, 
where  it  is  stated  that  the  settlement  of  this 
town  was  commenced  in  1775;  whereas  we 
have  in  addition  to  much  record  testi- 
mony, two  living  witnesses,  to  prove  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  earlier  period  above  men- 
tioned, Dea.  Ashael  June,  and  Stephen  June, 
his  brother.  The  former  was  brought  into 
town  by  his  parents  in  November,  1773, 
his  father  having  returned  to  Connecticut  at 
that  time  for  the  purpose  of  removing  his 
family.    The  other  was  born  here,  Sept.  11, 

1774,  and  both  have  resided  here  since  that 
time.    See  biographies  elsewhere. 

"  Pitching,"  as  we  have  said,  was  the  nni- 
fofra  practice  vith  the  primitive  settlers  of 
selecting  the  lots  widen  they  designed  for 
their  future  homesteads.  For  example,  Mr. 
Cutler  who  made  his  pitch  in  October,  1772, 
did  not  purchase  till  June,  1771,  when  he 
bought  the  original  right  of  Stephen  Brown. 
In  September  after,  he  had  his  first  division 
surveyed  with  which  he  covered  his  pitch, 
and  soon  after  a  second  division,  adjoining 
the  first,  thus  bringing  together  220  acres. 

Such  then  was  the  mode  in  which  these 
pioneer  settlers  and  those  who  came  to  town 
at  later  period*  ^elected  their  homesteads. 
When  and  where  the  original  settlers  on  die 
principal  farms  in  town  commenced,  will  be 
ieen  under  the  head  of  personal  notices. 

Several  Bettlemenu  having  been  thus  com- 


menced before  any  action  of  the  proprietors 
providing  for  surveys,  it  was  thought  prop- 
er to  notice  them  in  their  order,  before  intro- 
ducing the  proceedings  of  the  proprietors  the 
first  meeting  of  which,  (except  the  one  to  or- 
ganize, required  by  the  charter,  of  which  no 
record  is  to  be  found,)  was  held  at  Williams- 
town,  Mass.,  the  proceedings  of  which,  with, 
those  of  subsequent  meetings,  we  copy  from 
their  records. 

proprietors'  meetings. 

By  a  provision  in  the  charter,  Capt.  Josiah. 
Powers  was  to  give  notice  to  the  proprietors, 
of  the  first  meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers, 
which  was  to  be  holden  on  the  last  Tuesday 
of  November,  then  next,  of  which  meeting  he 
was  to  be  the  moderator. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  so 
far  as  the  record  shows,  was  not  hoiden  until 
1774,  and  then  in  accordance  with  the  follow- 
ing notice : 

"  According  to  a  legal  warning  published 
in  the  Boston  Gazette,  to  warn  the  proprietors 
of  the  township  of  Neshobe,  on  Otter  Creek, 
to  meet  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Simonds, 
in  Williamstown.  (Mass.)  on  the  15th  day  of 
June,  1774,  at  one  of  the  o'clock,  afternoon. 

Met,  according  to  warning  and  opened  sd. 
meeting. 

1.  Chose  Elisha  Strong,  Moderator,  and 
Abraham  Hard.  P.  Clerk. 

2.  Voted  to  run  out  the  town  lines,  map 
the  corners,  and  scale  the  Creek. 

3.  Voted  to  lay  out  the  town  plat  and 
acre  lots  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  to  ac- 
commodate. 

4.  Voted  to  lay  out  110  acres,  for  a  first 
division  lot,  the  10  acres,  as  a  reserve  for 
highways,  if  needed ,  through  said  lots.  Each 
man  shall' hold  his  lot  by  pitching,  until  he 
can  have  opportunity  to  survey  it. 

5.  Voted  that  a  Committee  be  chosen  to 
lay  out  sd.  town  and  lands.  Doct.  Benja- 
min Powers,  Thomas  Tuttle.  Isaac  Davis, 
Gideon  Wheeler,  and  Robert  Muzzy,  chosen 
said  committee,  with  full  power  to  procure  a 
surveyor  to  run  out  the  town  lines  and  the 
plat  of  acre  lots. 

6.  Voted  that  the  committee  shall  go  into 
the  town  of  Neshobe,  and  bei:in  on  the  busi- 
ness of  laying  out  the  sd.  lands,  by  the  first 
mpn  day  .of  Sept.  next. 

7.  Voted  that  all  the  Mill  places  on 
Neshobe   river  that   runs  into  the  Creek, 

[shall  be  reserved  for  the  public  use  and  ben- 
efit of  said  town,  with  a  small  quanity  of 
I  land  to  accommodate  each  mi  11- place,  an<i 
j  that  a  committee,  to  be  chosen  by  the  pro- 
prietors, shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  the 
mill  places. 

Voted  to  adjourn  this  meeting  to  the  first 
monday  in  Sept.  next  to  the  bouse  of  Na- 
han  Daniels  in  Neshobe."  "  Attest,  Abra- 
ham Hakd,  Proprietor*'  Clerk." 
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The  next  meeting  was  the  first  tho  propri- 
r»  ever  he!  J  in  Nesho.be,  and  was  in  accord- 
ance with  the  adjournment  of  the  last,  Sep- 
tember, (first  Wednesday,)  1774. 

"  1.  Met  according  to  adjournment,  and 
Opened  *d.  meeting  at  the  time  and  place. 

Voted  to  chose  an  addition  to  the  com- 
fe*t,l«*  lor  laying  out  sd.  lands,  &c.  Amos 
,Vf, one,  John  Whetlan,  Noah  Strong,  and  Ben- 
jamin Powers,  Jr.,  were  chosen. 

2.  Voted  to  raise  23  pounds,  L.  M.  on 
!  :-•  proprietors  lands,  to  be  by  assessment  on 
tach  right. 

3.  Chose  Obadiah  Wells  to  collect  sd.  tax. 

4.  Voted  to  lay  out  110  acres  for  a  21.  divi- 
sion, 10  acres  for  highways  if  needed  through 
paid  lots,  if 'the  proprietors  shall  allow  it  af- 
t  r  this  date.  Said  iots  to  be  laid  out  in  the 
lame  manner  as  the  first. 

5.  Voted  to  lay  out  the  2d.  Div.,  by 
pitches,  "and  to  begin  on  the  first  day  of  No- 
vember next  after  date,  Sept.  6th  day,  1774. 

6.  Voted  that  Elisha  Strong,  and  Roger 
Stevens,  are  Lo  have  the  .privilege  of  the 
l"\vmu*t  falls  on  Neshobe  river,  to  build  a 
paw-mill  and  grist-mill  on;  the  saw-mill  to 
g  j  by  the  first  of  January  next,  and  the  grist- 
in:!!  to  be  built  within  two  years  from  this 
date  ;  and  if  accomplished  within  two  years, 
they  are  to  have  the  privilege  given  to 
them ;  but  if  the  said  Strong  and  Stephens 
do  not  complete  and  finish  their  mills  within 
laid  time,  they  are  not  entitled  to  said  vote." 

This  meeting  is  adjourned  to  the  first  mon- 
day  in  November  next,  at  one  of  the  O'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  at  the  house  of  Nathan 
Daniels,  in  Neshobe. 

Attest,  Abraham  Hard,  P.  Clerk.", 

"September  6.  1771.  Ti  en  run  for  the 
town  Plat  ic  Neshobe.  From  the  center  of 
t':e  town,  run  west,  00°,  North,  100  rods 
Thence  north,  40  west,  100  rods — thence 
we>t,  12  south,  6  rods,  to  the  center  of  the 
|  lat — thence  south,  $2  rods — thence  east,  42 
rods,  to  a  bench  staddle  to  begin  at,  being 
the  south-east  corner — thence  west,  84  rods, 
to  a  small  beach— thence  north,  164  rods,  to 
a  beach  staddle — thence  east,  84  rods,  to  a 
pink'-" — thence  south  to  first  bounds  began  at, 
being  a  beach  staddle.  Four  rods  through 
the  middle,  north  and  south,  east  and  west, 
laid  for  a  highway. 

Thomas  Baldwin,  Surveyor  " 

The  next  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  of 
which  there  is  any  record,  was  held  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  following  notice  : 

"  Whereas  application  has  been  made  to 
me  by  mere  than  one  sixth  part  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  Neshobe,  in  the  County  of  Rutland, 
and  state  of  Vermont,  to  warn  a  meeting  of 
the  proprietors,  these  are,  therefore,  to  notify 
M,  proprietors  that  they  meet  at.  the  dwelling 
house  of  Cant.  William  Gage,  in  Danbv,  on 
•ednesday,  the  7th  day  of  June,  17.su,  at  10 
'  ■  the  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Then  and 
there  to  act  on  the  following  articles,  viz. 

I.  Choose  a  Moderator  to  govern  said 
Reeling. 


2.  Choose  a  Proprietors  Clerk. 

3.  See  if  the  Proprietors  will  lay  a  tax  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  laying  out  said  town 
lines  and  acre  lots,  and  other  ne:essary 
charges  that  have  already  arose. 

4.  Lay  out  the  3d.  Div.  to  each  proprie- 
tor's right,  and  transact  any  other  business 
thought  proper  on  said  day. 

Bennington,  Feb.  5th  dav,  1730. 
Jonas  Fay,  Assistant 
Test,  Silas  Whitney,  Pr.  Clerk*1 

"  Met  according  to  the  warning,  on  Wednes- 
day the  7th  day  of  June,  17S0,  at  the  house 
of  William  Gage,  in  Danby  ;  meeting  opened 
and  proceeded  to  business  according  :o  law. 

1.  Chose  Gideon  Horton,  Moderator,  to 
govern  said  meeting,  and  Silas  Whitnev, 
Clerk. 

Voted  to  adjourn  to  Wednesday  the  4:h 
day  of  Oct.  next,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.  to 
this  place. 

Silas  Whitney,  Clerk" 
"October  4th,  1730.     Met  according  to 
adjournment. 

1.  Voted  to  lay  out  the  3d  Division,  ac- 
cording to  the  method  of  the  2d  Division. 

2.  Voted  to  appoint  a  Committee  of  three 
to  make  a  plan  of  the  town. 

Thomas  Tuttle,  Noah  Strong,  and  Nathaa- 
I  iel  Sheldon,  were  appointed  sd.  Committee. 
|     3.    Voted  to  raise  a  tax  of  three  dollars 
)  on  each  proprietor's  right,  to  defray  charges 
i  of  laying  out  said  town.    Chose  John  Mo::, 

Nathaniel  Sheldon,  and  Thomas  Tuttie,  to 

make  the  assessment  of  said  tax. 

4.  Voted  that  Nathan  Daniels  be  the  Col- 
lector of  sd.  tax. 

5,  Voted  to  choose  a  Committee  of  three, 
to  take  care  of  the  mill-places  in  Nesb  be, 
where  E.oger  Stevens  partly  built  mills,  and 
dispose  of  the  privilege,  with  five  acres  of 

!  land  around  the  falls  where  Roger  Stevena 
|  Sijt  a  sawmill,  to  some  person  who  shall  un- 
;  dertake  to  build  the  m  ils, 
j  Gideon  Horton,  Thomas  Tuttle,  and  Na- 
j  than  Daniels,  were  appointed  sd.  committee. 
!  Voted  to  adjourn  to  the  first  Wednesday 
j  in  June  next,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
j  at  this  place. 

Silas  Whitney,  P.  Cleric." 

"  Met  according  to  adjournment* 

Chose  John  Mott,  Moderator. 

Adjourned  to  the  first  Wednesday  in  Sep- 
tember, 1781,  to  the  house  of  Capt.  Bur:,  ;n 
Dauby,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  >r. 

Silas  Whitney,  P.  Clerk." 

"Met  at  the  \\me  and  place,  the  first 
Wednesday  ot  September,  1731 — opened  the 
meeting  and  made  choice  of  Thomas  Tuttle, 
Moderator  lor  the  day. 

1.  Voted  that  two  of  the  former  Commit- 
tee shall  be  empowered  to  sign  the  ol  I  sur- 
vey bitls'that  are  brought  to  their  satia.'.v. .  ..  n 
From  Thomas  Baldwin's  hand -writing,  by  th-3 
proprietors  of  said  town  of  Neshobe. 

2.  Voted  that  the  3d  Div.  lots  be  laid  out 
as  they  shall  fall  by  draft,  and  to  commence 
the  first  monday  in  April,  1732,  and  to  ue 
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two  pitches  a  day,  until  they  are  all  got 
through. 

3.  Voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned 
to  the  last  thuWkiy  of  March  next,  at  10 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  the  house  of  Solo- 
mon Biugharn,  in  Tmmouth.  ■ 

S.  Whitney,  P.  Clerk" 

As  some  of  the  proceedings  of  the  propri- 
etors were  afterwards  revoked,  they  are  here 
omitted. 

"Tinmouth,  March,  (last  ttmrsday,)  1782. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  and  chose 
Thomas  Tuttle,  Moderator,  and  Nathaniel 
Sheldon,  Clerk  Pro  tern. 

Adjourned  to  the  first  Wednesday  of  Octo- 
ber next,  to  the  house  of  Elihu  Smith,  in 
Clarendon,  to  10  o'clock,  a.  m." 

"  Met  at  the  time  and  place,  according  to 
adjournment,  Gideon  Horton,  chosen  Mod- 
erator. 

1.  Voted  to  appoint  a  Committee  of  three 
to  settle  the  accounts  ot  the  proprietors  with 
the  treasury  . of  the  three  dollar  tax.  Gideon 
Horton,  David  June,  and  Silas  Whitney,  ap- 
pointed sd.  committee 

2.  Voted  that  nine  pounds  be  worked  out 
from  Pittsi'ord  line  to  the  Mills  in  Neshoba, 
and  that  Nathaniel  Sheldon  be  the  man  to 
see  that  the  work  be  done,  for  which  he  is  to 
have  four  shillings  and  six  pence  a  day,  for 
work  on  the  sd.  road. 

2.  Voted  that  Gideon  Horton,  David  June, 
and  Nath'l  £heldon.  be  a  committed  to  carry 
the  chain  to  lay  out  lands. 

3.  Voted  that  no  Surveyors  shall  survey 
or  lay  out  land  in  Neshobe  before  they  are 
sworn  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties, 
and  that  no  Committee  or  chaininen  s.iali 
carry  the  chain  before  they  are  sworn. 

Adjourned  to  the  last  Wednesday  in  Feb- 
ruary next,  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  to  this  place. 

Silas  Whitney,  Clerk.'1 

"  Met  according  to  adjournment.  Chose 
Thomas  Tuttle,  Moderator. 

1.  Voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  laying 
out  30  acres,  and  to  lay  out  50  acres  lor  a 
third  division,  and  five  acres  allowance  for 
highways. 

2.  Voted  to  begin  the  nitches  the  2d  mon- 
day  in  March,  17*3,  and  make  two  in  a  day, 
and  that  Thomas  Tuttle,  jr.,  receive  the 
pitches  and  return  thern  to  the  Clerk. 

Adjourned  to  the  l^t  Wednesday  in  June, 
1733,  to  the  house  of  Widow  Spencer,  in  Rut- 
land, at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

Silas  Whitney  P.  Clerk." 

("Widow  Spencer's  house  was  kept  as  a 
tavern,  and  situated  near  the  foot  of  Suther- 
land's Falls,  on  the  east  side,  near  the  south 
lins  of  Pittsford,  on  the  old  road  to  "Tie.") 

"  Met  according  to  adjournment,  at  the 
time  and  place. 

1.  Voted  to  choose  Cant.  Tuttle,  Nathan 
Daniels,  and  Noah  Strong,  as  a  committee  to 
lay  out  the  alter  drafts  of  the  public  rights. 

2.  Voted  that  the  body  of  pine  timber 


be  reserved  for  the  view  of  the  proprietors. 
John  Mott  was  appointed  a  committee  to 
carry  the  chain  to  lav  out  land.  John  Suth- 
erland chosen  proprietors'  Clerk. 

Adjourned  to  first  we  ine-d ay  in  Nov. 
1783,  to  the  house  of  John  Sutherland,  in 
Neshobe,  at  the  mills,  at  12  o'clock  at  noon. 

Silas  Whitney,  Pr.  Clerk." 

"  November  5,  1783. 

Met,  according  to  adjournment,  at  the 
house  of  John  Sutherland,  in  Neshobe,  and. 
opened  the  meeting. 

1.  Chose  Gideon  Horton,  Moderator. 

2.  Voted  that  the  50  acre  pitches  stand 
good  till  the  next  meeting. 

3.  Voted  that  David  "June,  Nathan  Dan- 
iels, John  Sutherland,  Capt.  Tuttle  and  Noah 
Strong  be  a  committee  to  lay  out  the  high- 
ways from  Pittsford  line  to  the  Mills — thence 
to  Capt.  Tuttle's  house,  thence  to  the  creek — 
4  rods  wide.  Then  from  Pittsford  line  on 
the  creek,  2  rods  wide  to  Sudbury  line. 
Then  from  Pittsford  line  to  Noah  Strong's 
and  Leicester  line,  4  rods  wide.  Then  on 
the  west  side  of  the  creek,  from  Pittsford 
line  to  Sudbury  line,  4  rods  wide. 

4.  Voted  that  3s.  6d.  per  day  be  paid  for 
what  work  is  done  on  the  road-  from  this 
time  to  the  first  day  of  April  next,  and  from 
that  time  till  the  next  meeting,  5s.  ier  day. 

5.  Voted  that  John  Mott,  Noah  Strong, 
and  Ephraim  Strong,  he  a  committee  to  take 
account  of  work  done  on  the  road,  and  make 
return,  &c. 

6.  Voted  that  a  tax  of  5  dollars  be  laid 
on  each  right  for  making  highways  through 
the  town  of  Neshobe.  John  Mott  was  ap- 
pointed Collector. 

7.  Voted  that  the  former  committee  make 
out  this  tax-hill,  and  that  Gideon  Plorton  be 
the  treasurer  of  sd.  tax. 

8.  Voted  that  5  acres  of  the  third  divi- 
sion of  the  school  right  be  laid  out  on  and 
around  the  largest  falls  above  the  mill  falls. 

Adjourned  to  the  first  Wednesday  of  Octo- 
ber, 17S4,  to  this  place,  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m. 

John  Sutherland,  P.  Clerk." 
October,  1781. 

Met,  according  to  adjournment,  and  made 

choice  of 

1.  Thomas  Tuttle,  Moderator,  and  Gideon 
Horton,  Pr.  Clerk. 

Test,  John  Sutherland,  Pr.  Clerk. 

2.  Voted  to  accept  of  three  high  ways 
through  the  town — that  by  Noah  Strong's, 
through  the  ea^t  part  of  the  town — the  mid- 
dle road  by  David  June's  to  the  mills  and 
creek,  west  road  by  Ephraim  Strong's,  in  the 
west  ['art  of  the  town. 

3.  Voted  to  excuse  John  Mott  from  col- 
lecting the  five  dollar  tax,  and  chose  Nathan 
Daniels  in  his  stead. 

Adjourned  to  tae  5th  day  of  Jan.,  1785, 
at  1  o'clock,  p.  M.,  to  the  house  of  Lorin 
Larkin."  (Larkin  now  resides  at  the  milts, 
which  he  purchased  of  John  Sutherland.) 

"  J  anuary  5,  1765. 

Met,  and"  the  meeting  opened. 
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Voted  that  the  acre  lot3  be  drawn  for  and 
recorded.  Finding  that  the  Records  of  the 
proprietors  were  destroyed  when  the  town 
was  burnt  by  the  enemy,  therefore,  to  save 
cost  of  laying  the  town  and  lots  over  again, 
it  is  now  Voted  that  Thomas  Baldwin's 
Field-Bowk?  shall  be  well  examined  and 
drawn  off  into  survey  bills,  and  such  survey 
btlls  as  the  proprietors'  Clerk  and  two  of  the 
committee  shall  attest  and  sign,  are  to  be  ac- 
cepted as  good  surveys,  and  no  surveys  shall 
Le  accepted  from  Baldwin's  Field-Book.  ex- 
cept such  as  are  signed  by  Baldwin,  or  the 
proprietors'  Clerk  and  two  of  the  committee. 

\  oted  that  Thomas  Tuttle,  Noah  Strong, 
and  Nathan  Daniels  be  the  committee  to  sign 
the  survey  bills  from  Baldwin's  Field-Book.. 
when  they  are  examined. 

Voted  that  all  surveys  by  a  sworn  survey- 
or, and  signed  by  two  of  the  committee,  shall 
be  accepted  by  the  proprietors. 

Voted  that  the  50  acre  pitches  stand  good 
until  the  next  meeting,  and  that  the  propri- 
etors' Clerk  receive  the  pitches 

Voted  that  Jedediah  Wmslow,  Nathan 
Daniels  and  Nath'l  Sheldon,  be  the  commit- 
tee to  receive  and  examine  the  accounts  for 
work  done  on  the  highway,  and  "deliver  them 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  five  dollar  tax. 

Voted  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to 
the  6rst  Wednesday  in  Apr\,l  next,  at  9  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  to  the  house  ot  Lorin  Larkin. 

Gideon  Horto.v,  Pr.  Clerk" 

Although  the  proprietors  continued  to  hold 
their  meetings  for  many  years,  as  their  busi- 
ness after  the  organization  of  the  town  re- 
lated solely  to  their- private  interests  as  land 
owners,  it  is  not  deemed  worth  the  while  to 
cory  farther  from  their  records,  excepting  ex- 
tracts from  two  of  their  meetings  at  which 
they  made  the  final  divisions  on  their  rights, 
as  follows  : 

"Nov  1,  178G. 

Voted  to  lay  out  25  acres  on  each  right, 
fur  a  4th  division." 

"Gideon  Horton,  P.  Clerk." 
"  December,  1791.  first  Wednesday. 
Voted  to  lay  out  20  acres  on  each  proprie- 
tor's right,  for  a  5th  division." 

"GlDEON  HoRTON,  P  Ckrk* 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  TOWN. 

The  organization,  by  the  choice  of  the  nec- 
fwary  officers,  took  place  Oct  7.  1784.  The 
law  then  in  force  required  that  such  proceed- 
ing,: should  take  place  at  the  time  of  the  an- 
nual town  meeting,  which  was  then,  as  now, 
■n  thfi  month  of  March,  hut  the  legM&ttare. 
t:.c-n  about  to  meet  at  Rutland  soon  after 
confirmed  their  doings  by  a  special  Act.  the 
pr-.ir.iU*  of  which  sufficiently  explains  the 
reaaon  of  its  passage,  and  the  oricin  from 
which  the  town  derived  its  name. 


"An  Act  to  establish  the  doings  of  a  cer- 
tain town  meeting  in  the  town  of  Neshobe, 
and  to  alter  the  name  of  the  said  town  of 
Neshobe. 

Whereas,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Neshobe,  in  the  month  of  March  last,  were 
not  sufficient  in  number  to  organize  them- 
selves as  a  town  and  choose  town  officers,  as 
the  law  directs,  but  upon  the  increasing  of 
the  number  of  said  inhabitants,  they  did,  on 
the  7th  day  of  October  instant,  meet  and 
choose  town  officers:  And  whereas,  the  in- 
habitants of  said  town  have  requested  that 
the  name  of  said  town  of  Neshobe  be  altered 
to  that  of  Brandon;  Therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  representatives  of  trie  treemen  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  in  General  Assembly  met, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  such 
proceedings  in  the  choice  of  town  officers, 
and  other  acts  as  were  had  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Neshobe,  on  the  7th  day 
of  this  instant  October,  1784,  which  would 
have  been  valid  and  according  to  law  had 
they  been  had  and  done  in  The  month  of 
March,  as  the  law  directs,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  established  and  confirmed  as  legal  and 
authentic  as  though  the  same  had  been  had 
and  done  in  the  said  month  of  March,  and 
that  the  said  town  of  Neshobe  shall  be  ever 
hereafter  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Brandon 

Secretary's  Office,  Rutland,  October  22, 
1784. 

The  preceding  is  a  true  cony  of  an  Act 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly'of  the  State 
of  Vermont,  on  the  20th  day  of  October 
instant. 

Attest,  Micah  Townsend.  Secretary." 

CHARLES  JOHNSON 

came  to  this  town  towards  the  close  of  the 
last  century.  He  married  Nabby  Holt,  Sept. 
11,  1799.  He  was  by  trade  a  tailor,  which 
business  he  followed  more  or  less  for  a  great 
part  of  his  life.  He  was  constable  of  the 
town,  from  the  year  1804,  for  a  long  pe- 
riod, and  died  Feb.  2,  1859,  aged  85.  In  his 
(orm  he  was  considerably  below  medium 
height,  but  well  proportioned.  He  was  erect, 
and  remarkably  quick  in  his  motions  And 
though  he  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  his 
death  was  hastened  by  a  fail  which  injured 
his  head,  rather  than  by  any  disease  or  in- 
firmity incident  to  a  long  life. 

CAPTAIN  JOSIAH  POWERS 

was  originally  of  Littleton,  hut  afterwards 
of  Greenwich.  M\>s  His  name  is  rirst  in 
the  charter,  and  he  was  authorized  to  call 
•he  firs',  meeting  cf  the  proprietors,  and  pre- 
side until  they  were  organized 

He  became  by  far  the  largest  land  owner 
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in  the  town,  having  commenced  purchasing 
'rights'  of  his  co-grantees  soon  after  the 
patent  was  issued,  which  he  did  for  consider- 
ations merely  nominal ;  some  as  low  as  5s. 
a  right  His  first  purchase  was  in  Novem- 
ber, within  a  month  from  the  date  of  the 
charter.  He  was  doubtless  the  prime  mover 
in  obtaining  the  charter,  and  as  a  sufficient 
number  of  names  attached  to  the  applica- 
tion, or  petition,  wa3  all  that  was  necessary 
to  obtain  a  patent,  the  Colonial  Governor, 
Wentworth,  being  desirous  of  encouraging 
settlement^  he  obtained  the  signatures  of  his 
neighbors  to  the  required  number,  probably 
by  an  understanding  with  some  of  them  to 
take  their  shares  if  a  patent  could  be  ob- 
tained. He  owned  at  one  time  some  3,000 
acres,  but  he  continued  to  sell  as  he  had 
opportunity,  so  that  previous  to  his  death  he 
bad  disposed  of  most  of  his  land. 

He  came  here  to  reside  in  1774  In  July 
of  that  year  he  13  named  m  a  deed  as  "of 
Greenwich,  Mass.,"  aDd  on  the  3d  day  of 
November  after,  he  is  set  up  as  "of  Nesho- 
be."  &c. 

He  resided  on  the  place  since  known  as 
the  Daniel  Goodenow  larm,  now  in  posses- 
sion of  Dea.  Elijah.  Goodenow.  His  log 
house  was  some  50  rods  south-westerly  of  the 
present  dwelling.  The  place  is  indicated  by 
apple  trees  still  standing  there.  Mr.  Powers 
was  the  first  in  possession  of  this  place.  He 
had  two  daughters,  Susan,  wife  of  Noah 
Strong,  and  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Dr.  Nathaniel 
Sheldon.  Mr.  Powers  and  his  brother,  Dr. 
Benjamin,  were  the  only  two  of  the  original 
proprietors  who  came  here  to  reside;  they 
both  died  before  the  close  of  the  war.  Jo- 
siah was  drowned  in  attempting  to  ford  a 
stream  on  horseback,  which  was  swollen  by 
a  flood,  while  on  his  return  from  Windsor, 
where  he  had  been  to  attend  the  legislature 
in  October,  1778;  this  is  partly  presumed 
however,  that  is,  that  he  was  returning  from 
Windsor,  a3  all  accounts  agree  that  he  was 
drowned  in  this  manner,  about  that  time, 
and  when  returning  from  abroad,  where  he 
had  been  on  public  business;  and  the  Jour- 
nal shows  that  he  was  a  member,  and  in  at 
tendance  on  the  legislature  at  that  session  at 
Windsor,  and  his  narae^although  often  oc- 
curring before  in  the  town  records,  nowhere 
appears  after  that  period. 

DR.  BESJAMr*  POWERS, 

brother  to  Capt.  Josiah  Powers,  was  also 


from  Greenwich,  Mass.  and  is  named  in  deeds 
to  him,  dated  in  September  and  November,. 
1774,  as  "of  Neshobe."  He  was  a  physi- 
cian, and  said  to  be  an  intelligent  and  wor- 
thy man.  He  died  near  the  close  of  the  war- 
Deeds  were  executed  by  him  in  1780,  while 
deeds  from  the  administrators  on  his  estate 
were  dated  in  1783. 

He  is  presumed  to  have  been  a  single  man, 
as  his  heirs  named  in  a  deed  dated  in  1733, 
were  all  children  of  hi3  deceased  brother, 
Josiah. 

He  was  the  first  physician  that  settled  im 
thi9  town,  but  from  the  sparseneas  of  its  pop- 
ulation, he  could  have  had  but  little  profes- 
sional business,  and  his  principal  employment 
was  that  of  dealing  in  lands,  of  which  ha 
was  a  large  proprietor. 

AMOS  CUTLER 

was  the  first  white  man  ever  known  to  have 
passed  a  winter  in  this  town.  He  came  here 
in  the  month  of  October,  1772,  from  Hamp- 
ton, Ct,  his  native  town,  made  an  "opening  " 
and  built  a  cabin,  which  he  occupied  "  soli- 
tary and  alone"  during  the  next  winter, 
having  no  other  companion  than  a  faithful 
dog.  He  was  then  23  years  old  and  single. 
In  the  fall  after,  he  returned  to  Hamp- 
ton and  was  married  to  Amy,  daughter  of 
Jacob  Snnonds,  Nov.23,  1773;  the  father  of 
the  bride  performing  the  ceremony,  he  being 
a  magistrate. 

Mr.  C.  purchased  of  Josiah  Powers  the 
original  right  of  Stephen  Brown,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  £10.  On  this  right  he  had  a 
first  and  second  division  of  110  acres  sur- 
veyed, adjoining  each  other,  and  covering 
his  "pitch,"  which  was  in  the  southerly  part 
of  the  town,  and  comprised  his  homestead 
during  his  life. 

He  had  served  some  time  as  an  apprentice 
to  the  blacksmith's  business  in  Connecticut, 
and  was  the  first  of  that  trade  here,  although 
his  work  was  rather  rough,  having  but  few 
tools,  and  those  made  by  himself.  The  work 
of  the  mechanic  at  that  day,  however,  was 
very  simple ;  that  is,  such  as  he  was  allowed 
to  do  in  the  colonies,  the  British  government 
compelling  the  people  here  to  purchase  from 
the  mother  country,  or  "go  without,"  by  for- 
bidding the  manufacture  or  fabrication  of  al- 
most all  articles  of  necessity  or  convenience; 
But  while  the  people  were  obliged  to  resort 
to  England  for  their  horse-shoes,  they  were 
permitted  to  "set"  them,  and  to  do  souie 
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other  specified  acts  which  must  be  done 
here,  or  notM  all. 

Mr.  Cutler's  skill  as  a  blacksmith  was 
probably  about  equal  to  the  state  of  the 
times,  and  as  the  restrictive  measures  10 
which  we  have  alluded  were  nullified  by  ihe 
Revolution,  the  trades  were  soon  supplied 
witb  operatives  quite  equal  to  the  demand. 
Mr.  Cutler's  principal  object,  too,  being  that 
of  farming,  he  gradually  left  his  trade  as 
others  engaged  in  it.  One  act,  however,  he 
performed  before  retiring  from  this  "profes- 
sion," which  is  deemed  worthy  ol  a  "  passing 
notice." 

Soon  after  the  first  fulling-mill  was  built 
and  put  in  operation  here,  an  accident  hap- 
pened, the  breaking  of  the  crank,  which  oc- 
casioned sadness  to  the  settlers  as  well  as  the 
owner,  it  being  the  most  important  and  ex- 
pensive part  of  the  mill,  and  another  could 
not  be  obtained  from  any  nearer  point  than 
Connecticut,  whence  this  was  brought.  In 
this  state  of  thing?,  Mr.  C.  suggested  that  he 
might  possibly  repair  it,  if  the  people  would 
"turn  out  with  their  hand-bellowses  and  as- 
sist him."  To  this  they  readily  assented,  and 
alter  burning  an  extra  quantity  of  charcoal 
for  the  occasion,  they  commenced  "  heating 
up."  having  selected  a  place  beside  a  flat 
rock  which  was  to  be  used  as  the  anvil. 
The  puffing  and  blowing  of  these  hand  bel- 
lows was  kept  up  to  the  highest  pitch,  the 
iron  being  so  massive  as  to  require  a  power- 
ful blast  to  obtain  the  requisite  heat.  At 
length  the  huge  iron  was  placed  upon  the 
rock,  and  the  welding  heat  found  to  be  pro- 
duced, the  cheering  news  of  which  rapidly 
spread  through  the  town. 

This  incident  will  doubtless  seem  trivial 
to  some  youthful  readers  who  may  chance  to 
see  the  notice  of  it,  but  to  the  inhabitants  of 
that  day  a  fulling-mill  was  appreciated  as  a 
most  important  acquisition  to  the  town. 

Mr.  Cutler  had  two  eons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, all  married.  They  are  noticed  else- 
where. 

He  was  of  about  medium  height,  with  large 
head,  short  neck,  fat  and  good-natured;  full 
of  anecdotes,  especially  such  as  related  to  the 
primitive  settlers  in  the  town,  and  incidents 
which  occurred  at  an  early  period  of  iU  his- 
tory. 

He  died,  Mar.  13,  1313,  where  he  com- 
menced 46  yean  before. 


JOHN  C0NA5T,  E*Q., 

a  native  of  Ashburnham,  Mass.,  was  born 
Feb.  2,  1773.  He  came  to  this  town  in  1796, 
and  purchased  of  Simeon  King  and  Joseph 
Hawley,  "one  half  of  the  mills  and  water 
power  in  the  village,"  for  the  consideration 
of  £  160;  deed  bearing  date  Dec.  23,  1796. 
He  had  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  trade 
of  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  the  knowledge 
thus  acquired,  added  to  superior  mechanical 
talents,  was  of  great  service  to  hirn  in  the 
important  business  which  he  established,  and 
in  superintending  the  valuable  buildings  and 
works  of  his  own,  erected  in  after  years. 

By  subsequent  purchases  ha  became  the 
proprietor  of  the  entire  water-power  in  fchs 
village. 

In  1816,  he  built  the  stone  grist-mill,  still 
standing  at  the  head  of  the  lower  falls  ;  and 
in  1339,  he  erected  the  brick-mill  below  it, 
which,  at  the  time,  was  one  of  the  best  struc- 
tures of  the  kind  in  the  State. 

In  1820,  he  erected  the  furnace*  in  the 

*  At  tins  furnace  was  cast  the  old  "Conant  stove''— 
the  first  stove  made  in  the  State,  and  a  great  inven- 
tion for  ihe  time;  aod  which  was  the  wonder  of  the 
farmer's  kitchen,  and  sold  in  all  the  villages  around 
and  abroad,  till  the  more  convenient  "rotary''  came 
in  for  competition.  It  was  the  first  stove  we  oversaw 
— oor  father  bought  one  and  brought  home  a9  a  sur- 
prise;— and  never  wasanytning  brought  into  the  house 
that  created  such  an  interest,  it  was  the  inauguration 
of  a  new  era  in  th<?  culinary  kingdom — the  pleasant  old 
fire-place  with  the  swinging  crane  of  well  filled  pots 
and  kettles,  hearth-spiders  with  leg*  and  bake-kettles 
and  tin-bakers  to  stand  before  the  blazing  logs  and 
bake  custard  pies  in — all  went  down  at  once  and  disap- 
peared before  that  first  stove,  without  so  much  as  a 
passine  struggle.  We  do  uot  know  whether  there  has 
been  cno  kept  10  trie  State  to  this  day — there  suoald 
be  a3  an  antiquarian  relic — Ed. 

Since  ihe  above  was  in  print  we  have  received  the 
following  from  John  A.  Conant,  son  of  John  Conant: 
y  Ycu  are  right  in  saying  that '  The  Old  Conant  Stove' 
was  ibe  first  cooking  stove  cast  in  the  State.  Stoves 
witn  ovens,  out  without  boilers,  etc.,  had  been  previ- 
ously made  to  some  extent. 

The  State  was  being  supplied  with  cooking  stoves 
previous  to  IS19  by  a  Hou*e  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  who  had 
iheir  castings  made  in  Philadelphia.  The  'Conant 
Stove,'  aud  others  that  soon  followed,  took  the  place  of 
the  Troy  pattern. 

The  first  'Conant  Cook  Stove*  was  made  in  the  au- 
tumn of  ISt'J.  Castings  fur  the  same  having  been 
obtained  from  the  Pittsford  Iron  Works.  The  work  ot 
erecting  a  blast  furnace  in  Brandon  going  ou  at  the 
same  time,  and  resulted  in  supplying  a  superior  quan- 
tity of  iron  wr  stove  mailing.  Unlike  most  of  the  fur- 
naces the  castings  for  stoves,  potash  kettles  ami  almost 
every  variety  of  iron  castings  were  ui  «i«  directly  tm:n 
the  brown  hematite  ore  of  tbe  regions.  Thfc  business 
proved  a  success  and  was  prosecuted  by  I-'atlier  and 
Sons  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  and  was  the  liie  of 
tb©  town." 
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village,  the  first  blast  of  which  was  made 
in  October  of  that  year. 

To  this  establishment,  long  and  familiarly 
known  as  "  Conant's  Furnace,"  is  this  village 
chiefly  indebted  for  the  impetus  then  given, 
and  for  its  continuous  growth  and  prosperity. 

No  man's  name  has  been  more  intimately 
associated  with  the  town  of  Brandon  for  the 
last  half  century  than  John  Conant ;  not, 
however,  on  account  of  the  public  positions 
he  has  held,  but  from  the  nature,  extent,  and 
successful  prosecution  of  his  business  opera- 
tions for  a  long  series  of  years,  which  gave 
employment  to  a  large  number  of  persons. 

In  all  public  measures  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  place,  or  for  the  advancement  of 
literary  or  religious  objects,  he  took  an  ac- 
tive part;  and  where  money  was  required  to 
carry  forward  such  measures,  or  for  such  ob- 
jects, his  zeal  was  most  prominently  exhib- 
ited in  his  liberal  contributions. 

In  1823,  he  took  into  copartnership  two 
of  his  sons,  Chauncey  W.  and  John  A.,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  "  John  Conant  &  Sons," 
by  which  the  business  of  the  furnace,  store,  and 
other  collateral  brandies  was  conducted  for 
many  years,  and  until  he  withdrew  from  the 
firm,  and  from  active  business,  or  rather  to 
the  care  of  his  private  affairs ;  for  he  was  al- 
ways busy  while  he  lived,  until  disabled  by 
an  organic  affection  of  the  heart,  which  how- 
ever did  not  arrest  him  in  his  course  of  ha- 
bitual activity  until  he  had  passed  his  four- 
score years. 

He  represented  the  town  in  1S09,  and  at 
different  periods — in  all,  four  times  ;  held  va- 
rious town  offices,  and  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  many  years.  He  was  the  first  post 
master  after  the  office  was  removed  to  the 
village,  which  he  held  till  1829. 

He  was  one  of  the  electors  when  Harrison 
was  chosen  president. 

In  his  religious  character  and  life,  he 
maintained  an  unshaken  fidelity  to  the  cause 
which  he  had  publicly  espoused,  and  to  the 
church  where  his  vows  were  recorded,  of 
which  he  was  long  an  efficient  member  and 
deacon. 

If,  in  earlier  life,  his  strong  denominational 
attachments  led  him  to  be  somewhat  unchar- 
itable in  his  views,  lie  became,  in  later  years, 
liberal  in  his  feelings  towards  all  evangelical 
Christians;  cordially  uniting  with  them  in 
meetings  and  measures  for  tie  advancement 
of  the  common  cau^e.     Of  the  Baptist  de- 


nomination, however,  in  the  State,  and  the 
church  in  this  town,  he  was  while  he  lived 
an  acknowledged  pillar. 

He  was  first  married  at  Ashburnham,  De- 
cember, 1793,  to  Chara,  daughter  of  Wait 
Broughton,  by  whom  he  had  9  children,  all 
of  whom,  but  one,  survived  him.  His  wife 
died,  December  12,  1851,  aged  79.  He  mar- 
ried, two  years  later,  Mrs.  C.  Phillips  Bow- 
man, of  Chicago,  111.,  who  still  survives  him. 

In  his  person  he  was  of  about  medium 
height,  full  built,  with  plump,  muscular  limbs. 
He  spoke  with  a  gentle  smile,  and  however 
much  in  earnest,  he  was  unimpassioned  in 
manner  and  voice,  and  deliberate  in  his 
enunciation.  His  remarks  on  public  occa- 
sions were  usually  brief,  but  pertinent  and 
sensible. 

He  died,  June  30,  1856,  in  his  84th  year. 

DAVID  JDNE 

was  a  native  of  Stamford,  Ct.,  and  was  born 
Sept.  9,  1740.  He  came  to  this  town  on  the 
5th  of  April,  1773,  in  company  with  his 
father-in-law,  John  Ambler.  They  made  a 
joint  pitch  at  the  south  part  of  the  town, 
to  which  Mr.  June  added,  by  subsequent 
purchases,  making  in  the  whole  225  acres, 
which  comprised  his  homestead  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  Mr.  Ambler,  who  is  noticed 
elsewhere,  died  in  about  three  years  after  he 
arrived  in  town. 

Mr.  June  having  made  an  "  opening,"  and 
built  him  a  log-house,  returned  to  Stamford, 
in  Nov.  of  the  same  year,  and  moved  his  fam- 
ily, consisting  of  a  wife  and  two  sons,  into 
their  new  house.  As  there  were  no  roads 
within  several  miles,  nor  any  other  gnide  to 
their  opening  but  marked  trees,  freight  or 
baggage  could  be  transported  only  on  the 
backs  of  horses,  or  men's  shoulders.  Mr. 
June  came  with  two  horses,  upon  one  of 
which  the  family  rode,  with  the  exception  of 
himself,  and  the  other  bore  the  goods.  The 
eldest  son,  Daniel,  then  in  his  4th  year,  rode 
behind  the  mother,  the  youngest,  Asahel,  in 
her  lap  ;  Mr.  June  on  foot,  leading  the  laden 
horse  and  bearing  upon  his  own  shoulders  no 
light  burden. 

The  concluding  part  of  this  journey,  of 
some  250  miles,  was  fatigning  almost  to  ex- 
haustion, to  Mrs.  June  who  was,  then  but 
21  years  and  8  months  old.  At  length  nor 
fortitude,  of  which  she  possessed  a  larj:e  .-hare, 
began  to  give  away,  when  Mr.  June,  walking 
by  her  side  and  bearing  his  own  heavy  bur- 
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deo  encouraged  her  with  the  assurance — "  we 
are  almost  there,  we  shall  soon  get  there," 
Ac,  <fcc.  Thus  it  was  that  this  pioneer  fami- 
ly first  entered  the  town. 

Here,  where  the  first  tree  was  felled  by  his 
own  hand,  was  the  homestead  which  he  occu- 
pied for  46  years,  and  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1819,  in  the 
74th  year  of  his  age.  His  wife,  Prudence, 
died  April  17,  1797,  aged  45.  He  was  mar- 
ried a  2d  time.  Although  his  education, like 
most  farmers  of  that  day,  was  quite  deficient, 
yet  his  sound  judgment,  good  sense,  and  un- 
shaken integrity,  rendered  him  exceedingly 
useful  in  the  management  of  town  business. 

He  was  first  on  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  proprietors,  before  the  town  was  or- 
ganized, to  lay  out  the  principal  roads  "  from 
Pittsford  to  Leicester,  and  from  Pittsford  to 
Sudbury,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Creek,  and 
from  Pittsford  to  the  mills,  now  the  village, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Creek,  ("  four  rods 
wide.")  He  was  often  appointed  to  some 
service  by  the  proprietors,  and  alter  the 
town  was  organized  he  held  some  office  al- 
most constantly  for  the  first  20  }rears.  He 
was  selectman  ten  years,  being  one  of  the 
board,  chosen  at  its  organization. 

Mr.  June  had  4  sons  and  3  daughters, 
who  survived  him.  Daniel,  and  Asahel,  the 
two  oldest,  were  born  at  Stamford,  Conn.; 
Daniel,  May  8th,  1770;  Asahel,  February 
Cth,  1772.  It  seems  fitting,  for  reasons  which 
will  appear,  that  these  two  brothers  should 
Le  joined  in  this  brief  notice.  They  com- 
menced in  company,  in  the  spring  of  1793, 
immediately  after  the  younger  brother  had 
arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  on  the 
j'lace,  since  so  well  known  as  the  June  farm, 
then  an  unbroken  forest.  Their  original 
deed,  which  was  from  Doct.  Nathaniel  Shel- 
don, was  executed  to  Daniel  and  Asahel 
June,  for  81  acres,  to  which  they  added 
largely  by  subsequent  purchase*.  Here  they 
built,  first  their  log  houses,  which  were  on 
the  west  side  of  the  road  as  it  now  runs, 
but  which  were  supplanted  some  years  after 
'•y  framed  houses. 

These  brothers,  thus  united  in  their  busi- 
ng relations  were  also  harmonious  in  their 
r«-.;^:ous  and  political  views.  Their  domes- 
tic relations  too  were  fitted  to  strengthen  the 
common  ties  of  family  kindred,  their  wives 
Leinjj  sisters  (daughters  of  Jacob  Simonds, 
i ;     In  their  early  manhood,  each  was 


captain,  in  succession,  of  the  same  militia 
company,  distinguished  for  its  discipline  by 
being  placed  on  the  "  right  of  the  Regiment," 
at  military  musters.  Both,  too,  were  ap- 
pointed deacons  of  the  Congregational 
church  which  office  Deacon  Daniel  held  till 
his  death,  Dea.  Asahel  being  appointed  to 
the  vacancy  soon  after. 

Each  had  a  large  share  of  the  honors  and 
burdens  of  the  town  offices  which  were  filled 
by  none  more  faithful  or  intelligent. 

Thus  these  brothers  labored  and  wor- 
shiped together  for  37  years,  when,  on  the 
28th  day  of  April,  1S30,  while  they  were  at 
work  together  in  the  field,  Dea.  Daniel  was 
killed  by  a  singular  accident.  He  was  in 
the  field  at  work  with  his  cattle,  prying  up 
a  stone,  when  the  chain  broke  and  the  stone, 
flying  up,  hit  him  under  the  chin,  instantly 
breaking  his  neck;  without  a  moment's  warn- 
ing, he  was  hurried  into  the  presence  of  Him 
to  whom,  in  his  accustomed  family  worship 
he  had  just  addressed  his  last  prayer.  In.  his 
death,  which  was  deeply  deplored  by  a  large 
circle  of  friends,  his  family,  and  numerous 
relatives,  sustained  an  irreparable  loss.  To 
the  church,  his  death  was  indeed  a  heavy 
blow,  and  as  such,  has  ever  been  felt  by  all 
its  elder  members. 

He  married  Lois,  daughter  of  Jacob  Si- 
monds,  Esq.,  by  whom  he  had  4  sons.  She 
died,  Mar.  16,  1836,  aged,  69.  Asahel,  married 
Anna,  sister  of  the  latter,  by  whom  he  had  4 
daughters.    She  died,  July  21, 1849,  aged,  73. 

Stephen,  the  3d  son  of  David,  was  born 
Sept.  11,  1774,  and  was  the  first  child  born  in 
this  town.  He  married,  for  his  first  wife, 
Sally,  daughter  of  Amos  Cutler,  by  whom  he 
had  6  children;  4  sons  and  two  daughters. 

She  died  July  17,  1823,  aged  43.  He  mar- 
ried for  2d  wife,  the  widow  of  Samuel  Gray, 
Jr.  Mr.  June  commenced  on  the  farm  now 
in  possession  of  his  son,  Elijah,  adjoining  on 
the  south,  the  north  line  of  Josiah  Rossiter, 
formerly  Amos  Cutler.  Here  too  he  sub- 
dued the  forest  and  made  the  "  wilderness 
bud  and  blossom."  Although  now  in  his  86th 
year,  he  says  he  has  never  failed  of  attend- 
ing and  voting  at  every  freeman's  meeting  or 
annual  town  meeting  since  he  became  a  vot- 
er. To  him,  and  his  elder  brother,  Dea.  Asa- 
hel, I  am  greatly  indebted  for  many  of  the 
facts  and  incidents  noticed  in  this  work. 

David,  son  of  David,  was  born,  January  27, 
1779.  He  married  Emily,  a  daughter,  also,  oi 
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Jacob  Simonds,  Esq.,  Nov.  25,  1802.  This 
"threefold  cord"*  remained  unbroken,  for 
nearly  23  years,  until  the  death  of  the  older 
brother  before  noticed  :  David  removed  in 
1806  to  Lyons,  New  York,  where  he  and  his 
wife  are  both  still  living.  The  daughters  are 
noticed  elsewhere. 

CAPTAIN  STRONG  AND  FAMILY. 

Capt.  Elisha  Strong,  commenced  on  the 
Governor's  lot,  so  called,  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Creek,  embracing  the  present  farms  of 
Jesse  Hines.  He  purchased  for  £  50,  Oct.  21, 
1784,  of  John  Shumway,  the  1st  and  2d  divi- 
sions of  Nehemiah  Fuller.  He  was  modera- 
tor of  the  first  proprietor's  meeting  held  in 
this  town,  in  September,  1774.  He  was  some- 
what infirm  in  his  lower  limbs  on  account  of 
rheumatic  affections,  but  of  great  power  in 
his  arms.  He  always  rode,  if  he  went  any 
^reat  distance  from  his  house,  and  carried  a 
very  large  cane.  He  was  one  evening  re- 
turning from  Pittsford,  through  the  woods, 
when  near  his  bouse  a  man  darted  from 
behind  a  tree,  and  seized  his  horse  by  the 
bit ;  at  the  same  moment  Captain  S.  ap- 
plied the  huge  cane  to  the  head  of  his  assail- 
ant, and  his  spurs  to  his  horse  by  which  he 
at  once  extricated  himself  and  readied  his 
house  in  safety ;  two  mu-ket3  were  discharged, 
in  quick  succession,  after  he  had  broken  the 
hold  of  his  immediate  assailant,  convincing 
him  that  three  men  had  lain  in  wait  for  his 
return. 

On  reaching  his  house  he  found  his  face 
and  bosom  so  besmeared  with  blood  and 
brains,  as  left  no  doabt  that  he  had  dispatch- 
ed his  adversary  as  suddenly  as  he  had  been 
attacked  by  him.  Capt.  Strong  died  near  the 
close  of  the  war. 

The  late  Ebenezer  Drury,  Esq.,  of  Pittsford, 
and  the  widow  of  Capt.  Strong,  were  the  ad- 
ministrators of  his  estate. 

Noah  Strong,  the  eldest  son,  commenced 
on  the  "Goss  place,"  now  known  as  the  town 
farm.  He  was  among  the  earliest  of  settlers. 
He  purchased  of  Samuel  Beach,  then  of  Rut- 
land, for  D2t,  the  original  right  of  Thomas 
Sawyer,  deed  dated  Aug.  5,  1774.  Also,  (for 
5  s,)  of  his  father-in-law,  Josiah  Powers,  the 
original  right  of  William  Frye,  dated  Jan. 
26,  1775.  lie  made  several  other  purchases 
afterwards.  Ilia  first  log  house  stood  near  the 

•  Th»t  i»,  thn»«  June  brother*  m»rri«<J  thrwt  Sim- 
cud*  taw: o. — iui. 


river,  and  a  little  south-easterly  of  the  pres- 
ent dwelling-house  on  the  farm.  Although 
somewhat  remote  from  the  other  settler*,  he 
escaped  a  hostile  visit  during  the  war. 

He  married  as  before  noticed  a  daughter, 
(Susanna)  of  Josiah  Powers,  an  original  pro- 
prietor, and  first  named  in  the  charter.  He  had 
7  children,  all  but  one  of  whom  were  born  in 
this  town — the  first  two,  during  the  war — the 
third,  during  that  period,  was  born  at  Claren- 
don. He  built  the  first  mills,  long  known  as 
"Strong's  mills,"  on  the  site  of  the  present 
marble  works  of  Dea.  E.  D.  Sheldon.  Mr 
Strong  sold  his  homestead  containing  thea 
180  acres,  to  Mr.  Joshua  Goss,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  £  4S0,  deed  bearing  date,  Jan.  23, 
1796,  and  moved  to  Muskingum,  Ohio. 

Dea.  Ephraim  Strong,  brother  of  the  last 
named,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  remain- 
ed in  possession  of  the  place  for  several  years. 
He  purchased  of  his  brother  Noah,  for  £  200, 
14  acres  of  land,  with  one  half  of  the  grist- 
mill and  saw-mill  thereon,  known  as  "Strong's 
mills,"  deed  dated  April  2d,  1793.  Here  he 
resided  till  his  death,  May  19,  1S21,  aged  66; 
the  only  one  of  his  fathers  children  who  re- 
mained in  town  till  their  death.  He  was  a 
deacon  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  was  un- 
able to  walk  for  several  years  before  his 
death,  on  account  of  rheumatic  or  paralytic 
affections.  His  widow,  elsewhere  noticed, 
survived  him  26  years,  and  died  at  the  ace  of 
91.  She  was  a  daughter  of  John  Ambler. 
Dea.  Strong  had  no  children,  except  an 
adopted  son,  Hiram  Bigelow  Strong. 

Reuben  Strong,  another  son  of  Elisha,  en- 
listed and  served  in  the  army  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  was  a  man  of  re- 
markable physical  powers,  and  as  brave  as 
he  was  powerful.  He  was  in  Fort  Washing- 
ton at  the  time  it  was  captured.  CoL 
McGraw,  then  in  command  of  the  Fort,  hav- 
ing refused  to  obey  the  summons  to  surren- 
der, sent  in  the  night  before  by  the  Briti.-h 
General,  kept  up  the  resistance  till  rooming, 
when  finding  himself  overpowered  by  num- 
bers, he  finally  capitulated.  Strong  proposed 
to  his  friend  and  townsman,  Chandler  Tat- 
tle to  "  run  the  lines,"  saying  he  was  de- 
termined to  sell  his  life  if  need  be,  to  the 
best  advantage,  rather  than  be  taken  to  tha 
prison-ship.  Tuttle  assented  ;  Strong  took 
his  gun  by  the  muzzle  and  in  both  hands  an  1 
with  the  power  and  suddenness  of  the  on- 
slaught, wielding  his  musket  from  light  to 
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left,  he  mowed  his  way  through  the  line  so 
quickly  that  he  escaped  the  few  random  shots 
lir^i  by  the  astonished  and  panic  stricken 
guard  :  and  now  for  the  chase;  Strong  soon 
found  himself  rapidly  gaining  on  his  pursu- 
ers, while  Tuttle  began  to  lag.  Of  the  pur- 
suers two  Indians  soon  got  the  lead,  and 
while  Strong  was  gaining,  his  friend  was  los- 
ing in  the  flight,  and  finally  overtaken  by 
the  two  Indians,  who  dispatched  him  in  a 
moment,  by  cutting  his  throat.  Strong  cast- 
ing his  eye  over  his  shoulder  at  the  instant, 
saw  the  act.  In  this,  almost  miraculous 
manner,  .Strong  escaped,  having  nothing  left 
of  his  musket  but  the  barrel  and  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  stock  near  the  end  of  it.  This 
he  kept  as  a  memorial  of  that  thrilling  scene. 

Among  the  many  instances  of  personal 
prowess  to  which  the  Revolutionary  war 
gave  rise,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether 
there  was  one  more  daring  and  successful 
than  that  here  related  of  Reuben  Strong. 

He  returned,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  mar- 
ried, and  had  two  sons  born  in  town.  He 
finally  removed  to  the  West. 

Isaac,  another  son  of  Elisha,  purchased  of 
Alexander  Beebe,  the  other  half  of  Strong's 
Mills,  for  £  130,  deed  dated  May  S,  1790. 
He  too  emigrated  to  the  West. 

Elisha  was  the  other  and  youngest  son  of 
Ca.pt.  Strong.  He,  with  his  other  brothers, 
Reuben  and  Isaac,  went  to  the  West. 

Capt.  Strong  had  three  daughters,  all  mar- 
ried in  this  town. 

Kesiah  married  Samuel  Kelsey,  who  came 
to  town  during  the  war.  They  had  eight 
children,  two  of  whom  were  born  before  the 
close  of  the  war. 

Deborah  married  Solomon  Tuttle,  son  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Tuttle. 

Olive  married  Jacob  Bacon,  who  was  first 
to  commence  on  the  Samuel  Capron  farm,  ad- 
joining Leicester  line. 

JOHN  AMBLER 

came  from  Stamford,  Ct.,  in  company  -with 
David  June,  his  son  in-law.  They  arrived 
Apr.  5,  1773;  made  their  pitch  jointly  at  the 
south  part  of  the  town,  adjoining  the  south 
line  of  Amos  Cutler.  Mr.  Ambler's  career 
was  a  brief  one,  his  health  being  nlwavs 
infirm.  He  died  of  consumption.  May  5, 
1776,  aged  42.  This  was  the  first  death  of 
an  adult  that  occurred  in  town.  His  widow 
died,  July  14,  1755,  aged  55.  They  left  9 
children. 


Pkcdesce,  the  oldest,  was  the  wife  of  Da- 
vid June.    She  died,  April  17,  1797,  agei  45. 

James  married  a  sister  of  Samuel  5~ely 
Schoheld.  He  built  the  first  fulling-mill  in 
town,  on  the  small  stream  which  crosses  the 
road  between  Jonathan  Goodenow's  and  Eli- 
jah June's.  He  went  to  Huntington,  where 
he  died,  June  23,  1833,  aged  84. 

James,  the  eldest  son  of  the  latter,  was 
born  in  this  town,  May  12,  1785,  and  is  still 
living  in  Huntington.  He  ha3  been  much 
in  public  life,  so  that  the  name  of  Jamc-3 
Ambler,  jr.,  has  long  been  familiarly  associ- 
ated with  the  town  of  Huntington.  He  was 
9  times  a  member  of  the  legislature,  between 
the  years  IS  12  and  1S33. 

Ebesezbr,  another  son  of  John,  went  to 
Huntington  with  his  brother  James,  and 
died  Apr.  26,  1826,  aged  71. 

Moses  enlisted  in  and  served  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  He  afterwards  se::Ul 
in  Tinmouth,  where  he  died.  He  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  a  great  num- 
ber of  years.  Pie,  with  Reuben  Strong  and 
Chandler  Tuttle,  were  "  regulars,"  who  en- 
listed in  Brandon  "for  three  years,  or  during 
the  war." 

William,  the  youngest  of  the  son?,  was  a 
physician  of  considerable  reputation,  in  those 
days.  He  went  to  Lyons  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  1806,  where  he  died.  Dr.  Am- 
bler married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Simeon  King, 
Apr.  30,  1797. 

Lydia  married  Dea.  Ephraim  Strong,  and 
died  at  "  Strong's  Mills,"  as  the  place  was 
formerly  called,  Oct.  20,  1850,  aged  91. 

Theodooia  married  David  Finney.  She 
died  in  this  town,  Oct.  21,  1313,  aged"  49. 

Mart  married  Samuel  Seely  Scho  field 
and  moved  to  Huntington,  where  she  died, 
Apr.  29,  1859,  aged  94. 

Deborah  died,  single,  at  Tinmouth,  Nov. 
16,  1777. 

CAPT.  NATHAN'  DANIELS 

was  also  a  pioneer  settler.  He  made  his 
"  pitch  "  in  1774,  on  the  place  since  known  as 
the  Douglas'  and  afterwards  as  the  Black- 
mer  farm,  where  he  continued  22  years,  and 
until  he  left  town.  The  first  proprietors' 
meeting  holden  in  this  town,  was  at  his 
house,  Sept.,  1774.  Till  then  their  meetings 
had  been' held  out  of  the  State. 

He  married  Lydia,  daughter  of  Cap;. 
Thomas  Tuttle,  by  whom  he  had  S  children, 
whose  births  ard  noticed  ULUei  that  head, 
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He  was  much  esteemed  by  his  townsmen 
as  is  shown  by  the  amount  of  public  service 
which  he  performed.  He  represented  the 
town  4  years  next,  succeeding  its  organiza- 
tion, excepting  the  first  year.  He  was  scarce- 
ly of  medium  height,  but  stout  built,  and 
very  active  in  his  movements — was  enter- 
prising and  public  spirited,  and  accumulated 
a  handsome  property  for  that  day.  He  sold 
to  Benajah  Douglas,  July  23,  1795,  for  £025 
— 390  acres  of  land  including  the  farm  above 
noticed,  and  removed  to  Paris,  N.  Y. 

DEA  JEDEDIAH  WINSLOW 

was  a  pioneer  settler,  having  been  one  of 
those  who  came  in  1773.  He  pitched  on  the 
north-east  side  of  the  Creek,  near  the  road 
leading  from  the  village  to  the  Elackmer 
bridge.  He  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  na- 
tive of  Rochester,  Mass.,  although  his  resi- 
dence before  coming  here,  was  at  Barre,  in 
that  State,  where  8  of  his  12  children  were 
born ;  the  first  being  born  in  Rochester,  and 
all  of  them  in  Massachusetts.  He  is  said  to 
have  been  a  sea-faring  man,  which  may  ac- 
count for  the  different  towns  in  which  his 
children  were  born.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
physical  powers,  being  tall  and  of  large 
limbs.  He  was  remarkably  shrewd,  good- 
natured,  and  a  great  manager  in  the  perilous 
times  of  the  Revolution.  At  the  formation  of 
the  Congregational  church,  in  1785,  he  was 
chosen  the  leader  or  moderator  until  a  pastor 
was  settled,  which  did  not  occur  till  7  years 
after,  occasional  preaching,  only,  being  had. 

Three  of  his  daughters  were  married  in 
town,  the  wives  of  Joseph  Larkin,  Jonathan 
Bodge  (his  first  wife),  and  John  Lull.  The 
last  two  died  here — Mr.  Larkin  removed  to 
the  north.  Two  of  his  sons,  Calvin,  who 
married  a  daughter  of  Timothy  (joodenow, 
and  Thomas  Goodspeed,  who  married  a 
daughter  of  Capt.  Nathan  Daniels,  went  to 
the  West. 

Justin,  purchased  the  homestead,  together 
with  several  other  tracts,  and  lived  to  the 
age  of  82,  having  died  Nov.  10,  1S51.  His 
wife  died  six  days  before  this,  leaving  3  sons, 
and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  Baehellor. 

Dea.  Wmslow  died  April  5,  1791,  aged  69. 
JOHN"  WHELAN 
was  one  of  the  number  who  came  to  town  in 
1773.  He  had  resided  a  few  years  in  Pitts- 
ford.  He  pitched  on  the  place  now  owned 
by  Eiain  French,  which  then  extended  east- 


erly and  included  the  present  farm  of  Mrs. 
Barnes.  He  had  four  sons,  Peter,  James, 
John,  and  Eli,  and  one  daughter.  The  lat- 
ter, Hannah,  married  George  Seaton,  son  of 
John  Seaton  who  married  the  widow  of  John 
Whelan,  of  course  the  mother  of  his  son'3 
wife.  Seaton,  the  father,  occupied  the  hou.so 
now  Mrs.  Barns'  in  the  right  of  his  wife  dur- 
ing her  lifetime.  She  died,  Sept.  11,  1815, 
aged  76. 

Of  the  sons  of  Mr.  Whelan,  Peter,  being 
the  oldest,  was  probably  the  principal  man- 
ager in  business  matters,  as  would  appear  by 
the  records  of  purchases  and  sales  of  lands. 
James  Wheelan  commenced  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Riley  Hull,  and  formerly  known 
as  the  Doa.  Wooster  farm.  Mr.  Whelan  hav- 
ing exchanged  with  the  latter  for  the  ptase 
1  which  he  occupied  till  his  d^ath,  which  oc- 
curred May  5,  1829,  aged  66.  The  other 
sons  left  town  for  the  Weft,  many  years  ago. 

James  Whelan  died  without  issue. 

DEA.  JOHN  MOTT  , 

was  from  Richmond,  Mass.  His  first  pur- 
chase was  of  Joiiah  Powers.  Nov.  8,  1771,  for 
£  15,  100  acres,  on  the  right  of  David  Ver- 
nas.  Also  of  James  Stone  for  £  12,  55  acres. 
Also  of  Thomas  Tuttle,  June  13,  17S0,  for 
£13,  all  his  title  to  the  right  of  Edward 
Brown,  including  one  acre  in  the  town  plat, 
and  a  pine  lot. 

He  came  to  this  town  in  1775  where  he 
continued  to  reside  till  1812.  He  made  his  first 
pitch  on  the  place  where  he  continued  to  re- 
side while  here,  although  he  bought  and  sold 
other  lands  to  a  considerable  amount. 

In  town  offices  and  trusts  he  was  much  em- 
ployed. He  was  seven  times  chosen  a  select- 
man, and  three  times  a  representative  to  the 
general  assembly.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the 
Baptist  church,  of  which  he  was  a  leading 
and  efficient  member.  In  his  person  he  was 
above  medium  height,  and  of  strong  physical 
powers.  He  had  an  active  mind,  and  some- 
what of  a  decided  will,  lie  built  the  houso 
still  .standing  on  the  premises,  now  in  pos- 
session of  Aivinzo  Dyer,  when  there  was  but 
one  other  two-story  house,  out  of  tiie  vu.ft.ge, 
in  town.    He  had  4  sons  and  5  daugS iters. 

He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  afterwards  captain  of  a  militia 
company* 

He  removed  in  1812  to  Mount  Vernon, 
Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1S39,  aged  5i. 
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GIDEON  MOTT, 

half  brother  of  Dea.  John  Mott,  purchased  of 
bin,  June,  1784,  for  £11,  two  lots,  of  55 
acres  each;  one  adjoining  on  Amo3  Cutler, 
*r,d  the  other  on  the  Gilbert,  now  the  Locke 
breok.  On  the  latter  he  made  his  '  pitch.' 
His  house  stood  on  the  north  side  of  the  road 
leading  from  Elijah  Keeler's  to  the  Locke 
farm. 

When  he  commenced  here  there  was  but 
one  house  north  of  him.  on  the  old  stage  road, 
and  that  was  Noah  Strong's.  He  had  3  sons 
and  3  daughters,  born  in  town.  Milo  O. 
Mott,  a  son,  born  at  Royalton,  in  1808,.  to 
wh:ch  place  his  father  removed,  is  the  only 
member  of  the  family  now  residing  here. 

SAMUEL  MOTT, 

brother  of  Dea.  John,  purchased  of  Gideon, 
his  brother,  Dec.  30,  1786,  55  acres,  being  the 
half  of  two  3d  divisions  on  the  rights  of 
Lampson  and  Fales.  He  also  made  other 
purchases  of  small  tracts:  he  was,  by  trade,  a 
blacksmith.  lie  was  the  first  to  commence 
on  the  present  farm  of  J.  Walton  Cheney, 
Esq.,  made  his  "  opening,"  and  had  his  shop 
a  few  rods  south  of  the  dwelling-house  of  Mr. 
C.  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  as  now 
laid  out. 

NATHANIEL  FISK 

was  from  Dan  by,  •where  he  had  resided  for 
several  years  before  coming  to  this  town. 
His  first  purchase  was  of  Zadoc  Hard,  Nov. 
16,  1774,  for  £40,  110  acres  joining  on  Lei- 
cester south  line.  He  purchased  of  Case  Cook, 
Nov.  26,  178S,  the  farm  which  his  son,  Na- 
thaniel, occupied  till  his  death.  He  also 
purchased  of  Aaron  Perry,  Dec.  3,  1791, 
for  £175,  110  acres,  joining  on  the  south 
line  of  Leicester  "  and  west  on  said  Fisk's 
home-farm.  It  is  presumed,  notwithstand- 
ing his  early  purchase,  that  he  did  not  move 
into  the  town  uutil  after  1784,  six  of  his  chil- 
dren being  born  in  Dan  by  and  the  youngest 
of  the  six  born  there  Jan.  13,  17S4,  while  the 
first  of  the  two  born  in  this  town  was  on  Dec. 
3,  1787.  This  was  Edward,  who  came  into 
possession  of  the  homestead  after  the  death  of 
bis  father.  The  other,  a  daughter,  and  the 
youngest,  was  born,  March  24,  1789.  She  is 
the  mother  of  Senator  Douglas. 

Mr.  Fisk  had  4  wives  by  whom  he  had  8 
children. 

CAPT.  THOMAS  TCTTLE 

came  to  this  town  about  the  year  1774.  He 
had  resided  a  few  years  previously  at  Tin- 


mouth,  bui  was  last  from  Pittsford,  as  ap- 
pears by  some  of  his  deeds  of  purchase.  He 
first  settled  on  what  ha3  since  been  known 
as  the  Farrington  farm ;  his  house  being 
near  the  creek,  and  the  present  road  to  Sud- 
bury, a  few  rods  from  the  railroad  crossing. 
His  original  survey  here  contained  110  acres, 
and  is  dated  Sept.  27,  1774.  Among  other 
"metes  and  bounds,"  it  is  described  as  join- 
ing on  Abraham  Hard  (since  known  as  the 
Horton  farm).  Here,  Capt.  Tattle's  log  house 
was  burnt  by  the  Indians  in  1779,  as  also 
those  of  his  son,  and  son-in-law  Barker. 
Capt.  Tuttle  sold  this  place  to  Eddy,  of  Clar- 
endon, Sept.  8,  1786,  then  containing  (by  an 
additional  purchase  of  10  acres,)  120  acre?, 
for  £200,  and  moved  to  the  village.  He 
had  5  sons  and  2  daughters,  all,  or  mast  of 
whom,  were  of  adult  age  when  he  came  to 
town,  and  with  the  father,  performed  their 
full  share  of  war  duty,  in  the  defence  of  the 
town  against  Tories  and  Indians.  One  of 
his  sons,  Chandler,  who  enlisted  "for  during 
the  war,"  was  one  of  the  prisoners  taken  at 
the  surrender  of  Fort  Washington,  and  lost 
his  life  in  a  bold  attempt,  with  Reuben 
Strong,  to  escape  by  flight ;  a  remarkable 
case  of  intrepidity,  which  is  noticed  in  speak- 
ing of  the  Strongs. 

Capt.  Tuttle  was  the  first  delegate  chosen 
to  represent  the  settlers  of  the  town,  and 
attended  the  convention  holde^  at  Dorset, 
Sept.,  1776.  He  was  again  chosen  and  at- 
tended March,  1778,  after  the  formation  of 
the  first  constitution  of  the  State.  He  was 
selectman  the  first  two  years  after  the  town 
was  organized,  and  was  moderator  of  almost 
all  the  town  meetings  while  he  remained  an 
inhabitant.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  presence, 
tail  and  well  proportioned ;  of  good  sense, 
and  much  respected  as  a  worthy  and  useful 
citizen.  He,  and  all  his  family,  went  to  the 
West. 

Solomon,  son  of  the  latter,  married  Debo- 
rah, daughter  of  Capt.  Elisha  Strong. 

GEORGE  AND  AAEON  ROBINS. 

These  young  men  were  brothers  and  single. 
They  were  from  Petersham,  Mass.,  and  came 
to  this  town  about  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  perhaps  a  little  before, 
mado  their  pitch,  and  built  a  log  house  on 
the  place  now  owned  bv  N.  T.  Sprague,  ir., 
and  occupied  by  Oren  Morgan  ;  adjoining  on 
the  north,  the  south  line  of  Elara  French. 
Their  widowed  mother  kept  house  for  them. 
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They  were  bold  and  resolute,  as  is  shown  by 
the  sequel ;  fond  of  hunting,  and  sharp-shoot- 
ers. They  had  often  been  heard  to  say  that 
they  would  never  be  taken  alive,  as  prisoners, 
by  the  Indians.  At  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning,  in  the  month  of  November,  1777, 
they  went  out  in  company  with  two  other 
young  men,  Carley  and  Whelan,  on  a  hunt- 
ing excursion;  probably  in  accordance  with 
a  previous  arrangement,  by  the  early  hour  at 
which  they  left.  On  returning  they  were 
told  to  run  for  their  lives,  for  there  were  a 
great  many  Indians  in  the  swamp,  (about 
100  rods  north,)  and  they  had  been  lurking 
about  in  sight — some  of  them  had  been  to 
the  house.  George  asked  his  mother  how 
many  she  supposed  there  were  ,  She  replied, 
as  many  as  6  or  8,  when  they  said  if  there 
were  no  more  than  she  supposed,  they  would 
risk  them,  and  urged  her  to  get  them  some- 
thing to  eat,  being  very  hungry,  which  she 
did  as  quiekly  as  possible,  and  with  trem- 
bling anxiety.  George  told  the  others  to  eat, 
and  he  would  stand  outside  as  sentry.  Very 
soon  the  Indians  made  their  appearance  over 
a  little  hill  north  of  the  house,  when  George 
fired,  and  instantly  they  returned  a  volley 
which  brought  him  down.  His  comrades 
rushing  from  the  house  attempted  to  take 
Dim  up,  when  he  told  them  to  run,  for  they 
could  not  help  him.  They  crossed  the  river 
running  close  by,  when  Aaron,  being  a  little 
behind  the  others  and  somewhat  impeded  on 
the  opposite  bank  by  the  dense  alders,  was 
hit  by  a  tomahawk  in  the  neck  and  fell  back 
into  the  river,  when  he  was  quickly  dis 
patched  by  the  Indian  who  threw  the  toma- 
hawk from  the  opposite  bank.  The  other 
two  made  good  their  escape  and  gave  the 
alarm,  which  was  sent  to  the  Fort  at  Pitts- 
ford. 

This  body  of  Indians  numbered,  as  was 
afterwards  ascertained,  between  one  and  two 
hundred.  Their  object  in  coming  in  so  large 
a  body,  was  to  attack  the  Fort  at  Piltsford. 
Immediately  after  this  affair,  however,  a 
council  was  held,  when  the  Indians  decided 
to  make  their  retreat  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
the  Chief  telling  them  it  was  of  no  use  to 
think  of  taking  the  Fort,  if  that  was  a  spec- 
imen of  the  Yankee  courage  which  they 
would  have  to  encounter;  and  beside*,  it 
was  evident,  from  the  attack  by  so  few,  that  j 
a  largo  body  was  near,  &c  In  this  case  each 
party  was  doubtless  greatly  deceived  in  the' 


number  of  the  other,  the  Robin3  party  in 
supposing  there  were  tut  some  6  or  8  of  the 
Indians,  the  number  seen  by  the  mother,  and 
the  Indians  in  presuming  from  the  boldness 
of  the  attack  that  a  large  body  wa3  near,  of 
which  these  men  were  the  outpost,  or  senti- 
nels. All  traditionary  accounts  agree  that 
Robins  fired  first.  Had  there  been  no  great- 
er number  of  the  Indians  than  the  mother 
saw  and  reported,  they  would  doubtless  have 
been  repulsed,  as  these  sharp-shooter3  would 
covet  the  opportunity,  it  was  said,  of  meeting 
twice  their  number  of  Ind.ans  in  open  fight. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  also  of 
Pittsford,  assembled  promptly  on  the  alarm 
being  given,  and  buried  these  brothers  near 
where  they  were  killed.  Here  their  remains 
rested  until  the  4th  of  July,  1810,  when  they 
were  exhumed  and  removed  to  the  village 
burying-ground ;  at  which  time,  being  the 
anniversary  of  American  independence,  a 
very  large  collection  of  people  assembled 
from  this  and  the  adjacent  towns,  on  which 
occasion  Dea.  Asahel  June,  who  had  been 
captain  of  the  first  company  of  militia,  was 
chief  marshal  of  the  day,  and  Major  Micah 
Brown  commanded  the  two  militia  compa- 
nies. The  Marshal  and  the  Major  are  both 
still  living,  and  residents  of  the  town. 

JOSEPH  BARKER 

came  here  before  the  war,  and  commenced  on 
the  lot  then  adjoining  on  the  south  to  that  of 
Capt.  Tuttle,  where  he  continued  while  he  re- 
mained in  town.  His  house  stood  on  the  north 
side  and  some  distance  from  the  road  to  Sud- 
bury, near  where  the  railroad  now  crosses. 

He  married  Martha,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Tuttle,  by  whom  he  had  10  children, 
all  but  one,  the  2d,  born  in  Brandon  ;  and 
4  of  them  during  the  war.  One  among  many 
proofs  that  the  inhabitants  did  not  retreat 
from  .their  homes  during  that  period,  as  was 
the  case  with  the  settlers  in  all  the  towns 
north  of  Brandon. 

Nov.  1770,  the  Indians  made  a  second  hos- 
tile visit  to  the  town  (the  first  being  in  the 
Fall  of  1777  when  they  killed  George  and 
Aaron  Robins) :  at  this  time  they  burnt  a 
saw-mill  and  the  houses  of  Capt.  Turtle,  his 
son,  and  that  of  Mr.  Barker  ;  the  hitter  they 
rook  a  prisoner,  leaving  his  wife  and  a  child 
of  14  months.    Left  houseless  and  alone  Mrs. 
j  Barker  sat  out  to  go  to  Noah  Strong's,  a  dis- 
j  t:\nce  of  more  than  three  miles.    Night  com- 
'  ing  on  and  having  gone  as  far  as  the  deserted 
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log  house  where  the  Robinse3  were  killed,  2 
years  before,  finding  herself  unable  to  pro- 
ceed farther,  she  remained  here  for  the  night, 
during  which  time  she  had  a  child  born,  with 
no  other  person  present  than  the  other  child 
she  brought  in  her  arms.  Here  she  was 
found  the  next  day  by  her  father  and  oth- 
ers who  were  in  search  of  her,  and  be- 
ing then  properly  cared  for,  both  she  and 
her  infant  daughter  did  well.  The  latter, 
whose  name  was  Rhoda,  was  married  and 
moved  to  western  New  York. 

Mr.  Barker,  feigning  himself  sick,  kept  the 
Indians  who  had  the  immediate  charge  of 
him  awake  by  his  groanings,  until  the  latter 
part  of  the  night,  when  finding  them,  one 
laying  on  each  side  of  him  asleep,  he  cau- 
tiously crept  from  between  them  without 
their  awaking,  made  his  escape,  and  found 
his  wife  the  next  day. 

In  the  account  of  this  affair  as  published 
in  Thompson's  Gazetteer  there  is  an  error  as 
to  the  time  when  it  occured.  It  is  there 
stated  to  have  been  in  1777,  at  the  time  the 
Robinses  were  killed,  whereas  it  was  2  years 
later,  as  is  shown  by  the  record  of  this  extra- 
ordinary birth.  Besides,  the  only  other  child 
she  had,  then  about  fourteen  months  old,  was 
born  in  Sept.,  1778,  nearly  a  year  after  the 
Robinses  were  killed.  The  time  of  Mrs.  Bark- 
ers marriage  too,  being  Jan.  13,  1777,  a?  ap- 
pears of  record,  is  sufficient  to  settle  the 
question. 

Mr.  Barker  was  by  trade  a  shoemaker  and 
the  first  in  town.  He  was  twice  chosen  a 
selectman,  and  several  times  as  constable. 
He  also  held  many  other  town  offices.  He 
removed  to  the  West. 

DR.  NATHASIEL  SHELDON 

was  an  early  settler,  probably  was  here  be- 
fore the  war,  as  he  is  known  to  have  been 
here  during  its  continuance.  He  was  a 
large  land  owner,  by  purchase,  and  by  mar- 
riage. He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Josiah  Powers.  He  first  resided  in  the 
house  near  the  creek,  built  by  his  father  in- 
law, Capt.  Powers,  and  lastly  on  the  Farr 
farm,  on  which  he  was  the  first  to  commence, 
and  was  also  the  owner  of  most  of  the  Pod^e 
farm,  now  Jar«rd  Ive'i,  joining  on  the  «outh, 
and  of  a  large  part  of  the  Junes'  farm  on  the 
north,  which  he  sold  to  them.  He  bought 
and  sold  lands  extensively,  but  hud  a  repu- 
tation, not  common  to  the  "  land  jobber,"  of 
b«ing  an  upright  man  in  hia  dealings..  He 


sold  the  Farr  farm  to  Salmon  Farr,  Sen.,  Feb. 
25,  1796,  for  £  320,  and  soon  after  went  to 
the  West.  He  wa3  a  physician  by  profession, 
but  did  not  offer  himself  I  believe  as  a  prac- 
titioner, except  occasionally,  the  pursuit  c: 
other  business  being  his  principal  object.  H:s 
title  as  Dr.,  however,  was  generally  appended 
to  his  name,  in  the  doings  of  the  proprietors, 
and  afterwards  of  tlie  town,  in  the  several 
appointments  conferred  upon  him. 

JONATHAN  FEP.P.IS 

was  from  Stamford,  Ct.  He  purchased  of 
John  Ambler,  Mar.  30, 1776.  for  £23,  "  York 
money,"  the  first  division  on  Nathan  Cha:e, 
110  acres,  bounded  on  the  north  line  of  Pitts- 
ford,  and  is  the  farm  now  in  possession  of 
Ichabod  Paine.  Ferris  lived  single,  and  died 
at  an  advanced  age.  For  several  years  : 
fore  his  death,  he  was  under  the  guardian- 
ship of  the  town, 

BACON  FAMILY, 

Nathaniel  Bacon,  Sen.,  from  ChesterfUH, 
N.  H.,  purchased  Dec.  23,  1778,  of  Ezek:~l 
Powers,  for  £  100,  first  division  of  110  acres,  on 
the  right  of  Josiah  Powers.  Also,  same  date, 
of  Mary  Eddy,  for  £300,  one  whole  right 
which  she  held  from  Josiah  Powers.  These 
purchases  embrace  the  well  known  Bacon 
farm  near  the  village.  To  this  place,  suc- 
ceeded his  son,  Nathaniel,  where  the  latter 
remained  till  his  death,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  92.  His  wife,  Melisse,  was  sister  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Scofield.  She  died  Mar.  16.  1542, 
aged  79.  They  had  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter ;  the  latter,  wife  of  Jedediah  Holeomb 
Esq.,  only,  survives  the  father.  Mr.  Bacon, 
the  last  named,  was  a  man  of  uncommon 
physical  powers,  and  could  chop,  it  was  said, 
more  timber  in  a  day  than  any  other  man 
in  the  town.  His  industry  too,  was  prover- 
bial, for  he  continued  to  labor,  from  habit 
and  choice  rather  than  necessity,  to  a  great 
age.  The  writer  saw  him,  raking  after  the 
cart,  on  the  day  he  was  90  years  old,  Aug. 
18,  1855.    He  died,  Jan.  9,  1S58. 

Jacob  Bacos,  commenced  on  the  borier 
lot,  adjoining  the  south  line  of  Leicester,  and 
j  since  known  as  the  Samuel  Capron  farm,  now 
J  in  possesion  of  his  son  Chauncy.    He  car- 
ried Olive,  daughter  of  Capt.  Eiisha  String. 
He  went  to  the  Wen.  . 
Pbijup  Bacon,  brother  of  the  latter,  pnr- 
j  cha.«ed  of  Daniel  McCollum.  Dec.  16,  1791, 
'  for  £  30,  40  acres,  lying  south  and  joining  on 
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Nathaniel,  jr.  He  also  purchased  of  the  lat- 
ter, in  1792,  a  tract  from  the  south  part  of 
his  "home  farm,"  since  known  as  the  Capt. 
Parmenter  farm.    He  went  to  the  West. 

GIDEON  BOSTON,  SEN., 

was  from  Colebrook,  Ct.  His  earliest  pur- 
chase was  of  the  first  division  on  the  right  of 
William  Farr  which  was  surveyed  to  him, 
Nov.  11,  1779.  He  die?  not  reside  here,  how- 
ever, until  about  the  year  17S3.  He  pur- 
chased of  Stephen  Hard  of  Arlington,  Aug. 
10,  1785,  for  £150,  200  acres,  described  as 
the  "  same  farm  on  which  Abraham  Hard  in 
Lis  life  time  resided." 

This  farm  included  hog  back  and  extended 
westerly  to  the  Creek.  Hard's  log  house, 
was  on  the  Hat,  west  of  hog  back.  He 
made  several  other  purchases.  He  was  the 
first  town  clerk  after  the  town  was  organ- 
ized, and  held  the  office  for  2  years,  when  he 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Hiram.  His  wife 
was  a  sister  of  Benajah  Douglas,  Esq.  His 
father,  Benjamin,  then  above  70  years  old, 
came  into  town  with  him,  where  he  died, 
Jan.  13,  1803,  aged,  93.  Gideon  occupied,  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  the  brown  house  stili 
standing  on  the  premises  of  Chester  Winslow 
Esq.,  east  and  next  to  his  dwelling  house. 
He  died,  Dec.  16,  1801,  aged  67.  His  widow 
died,  Oct.  24,  1S27,  aged  91. 

Hiram,  Judge,  hi3  eldest  son,  made  his 
first  purchase  of  Thomas  Tutfle,  July  16, 
1784,  for  £28,  80*  acres,  on  the  rights  of 
Silas  Lampson  and  John  Corning,  Also, 
Aug.  2,  1786,  of  administrators  on  the  es- 
tate of  Josiah  Powers,  for  £107,  19  shilling's, 
a  large  amount  on  several  rights,  described. 
He  also  purchased  of  his  father  Dec.  3d. 
1791,  for  £300,  200  acres,  being  the  home- 
stead of  the  latter.  He  was  first  to  com- 
mence oa  what  has  since  been  known  as  the 
Dea.  Jonathan  Merriam  farm,  and  later  as 
that  of  Dea.  Powers. 

Here  he  kept  the  records  during  the  three 
years  in  which  he  succeeded  bis  father  as 
town  clerk.  He  wa3  much  esteemed  for  his 
intelligence  and  uprightness,  was  ajustice  of 
the  peace  for  many  years  and  Judge  of  the 
County  Court.  Was  a  selectman  five  years 
and  represented  the  town  in  the  general  As- 
sembly 6  years,  one  more  than  it  has  been 
represented  by  any  other  person.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah,  daughter  of  the  late  Ebenezer 
Drury  of  Pittstord,  and  had  8  children,  2 
sons  and  6  daughters,  born  in  this  town. 


Four  daughters  were  married  here.  Claris- 
sa, the  eldest,  to  Samuel  Pease,  who  resided 
in  the  house  now  owned  by  J.  E.  Higgins, 
Esq. ;  Lucy  to  Doct.  Joel  Green  ;  Anna  to  Ol- 
iver M.  Smith,  his  first  wife;  Orpha,  to  Dr. 
Smith  of  Shoreham,  her  first  husband. 
Judge  Horton  was  a  deacon  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  He  removed  to  Malone 
about  the  year  1809,  where  he  died. 

Major  Gideon,  jr.,  continued  in  town  till 
180S,  when  he  said  the  place  where  he  had 
resided  for  many  years,  since  known  as  the 
Oliver  M.  Smith  farm,  and  moved  to  Hub- 
bardton,  where  he  erected  mills  and  other 
works  on  extensive  water  power,  included  in 
his  purchase  there,  by  which  -a  little  village 
was  built  up,  since  known  as  '  Hortonville.' 
Seven  generations  of  this  family  have  resided 
here.  Benjamin  Horton,  the  father  of  Gid- 
eon, senior,  died  here,  Jan.  13,  lc'03,  aged  93. 
Gideon,  jr.,  who  was  his  grandson,  has  a 
granddaughter  in  town,  the  wife  of  Frank- 
lin Farrington,  Esq.,  and  they  have  a  grand- 
son born  in  this  town. 

JOHN  SUTHERLAND 

was  from  Rutland  (Sutherland's  Falls),  which 
were  named  after  his  father.  He  built  the 
first  grist  mill  in  town,  which  was  at  the 
1  lowmost  falls,'  in  the  village.  Roger  Ste- 
vens had  previously  built  a  saw-mill  at  the 
same  place,  which  was  burnt  by  the  Indians 
in  1779.  James  Sutherland,  father  of  John, 
purchased  of  Abel  Stevens,  Dec.  18,  1779, 
for  80  bushels  of  corn,  110  acres,  being  the 
first  division  on  the  right  of  Tilly  Wilder, 
"embracing  the  falls  and  mill  privileges  in 
the  village,"  which  he  sold  to  his  son,  John, 
March  5,  1781,  for  £  10,  the  description  being 
the  same  as  above.  It  is  doubtless  true,  as 
is  affirmed  by  the  'oldest  inhabitants,'  that 
John  Sutherland  built  the  first  grist-mill  in 
town,  and  that  as  early  as  1780,  as  he  is 
known  to  have  resided  here  and  tended  the 
mill  as  early,  and  for  several  years  after  the 
above  date.  Besides,  he  is  set  up  in  the  deed 
from  his  father,  Mar.  5,  1781,  as  John  Suth- 
erland of  "Neshobe,  Miller." 

The  fact  that  he  resided  here  at  this  time 
as  a  'miller,'  is  another  proof  that  the  settle- 
ment was  not  broken  up  on  account  of  the 
war,  as  is  remarked  under  the  notice  of 
"mills."  He  sold,  July  1,  1784,  for  £300, 
to  Lorin  Larkin,  the  premises  a  cove  de- 
scribed, as  being  a  *'  lot  lying  around  and 
enclosing  the  mills." 
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lie  was  one  of  the  committee  of  five,  ap- 
pointed by  the  proprietors,  who  laid  out  the 
three  principal  highways  through  the  town, 
from  Pittsford  to  Leicester,  and  from  Pitts- 
ford  to  Sudbury,  which  was  in  November, 
1783. 

He  returned  to  Sutherland's  Falls,  where 
he  resided  at  an  advanced  age,  and  where, 
1  believe,  he  died. 

DEAC02J  JOSEPH  HAWLEY 

was  from  Rutland,  where  his  eldest  child  was 
born  as  early  as  1782.  He  was  town  clerk 
in  Brandon  from  1790  to  1809,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year.  He  was  a  deacon  of 
the  Congregational  church  for  17  years,  and 
until  he  removed  from  the  town,  in  1S09. 
One  of  his  daughters,  Phebe  Caroline,  mar- 
ried to  A.  W.  Broughton,  Esq.  She  died 
June  23,  1819,  aged  26. 

JOSHUA  GOSS 
was  from  Montague,  Mass.  He  came  before 
the  close  of  the  war.  The  first  of  his  chil- 
dren born  in  this  town,  (Chester)  was  born 
Mar.  21,  1783.  His  first  purchase  was  of 
Amos  Stone,  Oct.  18,  1783,  for  £50,  110 
acres,  the  first  division  on  the  right  of  Levi 
Farr.  His  log  house  was  on  the  west  side 
of  the  highway,  and  some  50  rods  from  it, 
and  about  as  far  north  of  David  M.  June's 
house.  Here  he  remained  some  13  years, 
when  he  sold  to  Simeon  Bigelow,  Feb.  8, 
1796,  for  £200,  having  purchased  of  Noah 
Strong,  Jan.  28,  1796,  for  £480,  180  acres, 
the  well  known  Gos3  place,  where  he  long 
kept  a  public  house,  and  which  is  now  the 
town  farm. 

His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Jonathan 
Carver,  who  made  extensive  explorations  at 
an  early  day,  at  the  western  part  of  the 
country,  on  account  of  which  he  published  a 
huge  work  in  folio  vols.,  called  "Carver's 
Travels."  Mr.  Goss  had  4  sons  and  4  daugh- 
ters. The  first  four  were  born  in  Mass.  A 
eon  (Capt.  Rufus)  and  a  daughter  (Mrs.  Smal- 
ley),  are  still  living;  the  former,  born  here. 
Capt.  Chester,  the  oldest  born  here,  removed 
to  the  West  several  years  ago.  Mr.  Goss 
died,  Dec,  1826,  aged  75. 

SAMUEL  KELSEY 

came  from  Waiiingford  before  the  close  "of  I 
the  war,  and  made  his  pitch  on  the  lot  now  I 
the  farm  of  Samuel  J.  Merriam,  late  Oliver] 
M.  Smith's.    He  afterwards  purchased,  Aug. 
20,  1783,  of  "  Ebeneier  Drury  and  Desire  | 
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Strong,  Administrators  on  the  estate  of  Car,:. 
Elisha  Strong,  deceased,"  for  £32,  the  firs: 
division  on  Nehemiah  Fuller  of  110  acres, 
"joining  the  town  plat  on  the  N.  W.  corner." 
The  town  plat  then  embraced  what  was  af- 
terwards called  the  "Tuttle  hill,"  the  west 
line  of  which  extended  to  the  cast  line  of 
this  farm,  on  which  he  had  pitched. 

He  married  Kesiah,  daughter  of  Capt. 
Elisha  Strong,  by  whom  he  had  3  children. 
7  were  born  in  this  town;  the  eldest,  Samuel, 
was  born  in  Wallingford,  April  15,  1730. 

This  farm  was  in  possession  of  Maj.  Gideon 
Horton  for  several  years  previous  to  1S03, 
when  he  sold  and  moved  to  Hubbard:cn. 
Kelsey  emigrated  to  the  West. 

DEA.  EDWARD  CHE5EY 

was  a  native  of  Newton,  Mass.,  but  came 
from  Dublin,  N.  H.,  to  this  town.  He  pur- 
chased of  Robert  Muzzy,  July  5,  1783,  for 
£  20,  the  whole  right  of  Aaron  Brown,  an 
original  proprietor.  He  remained  till  his 
death  on  the  place  where  he  first  pitched, 
now  in  possession  of  Joseph  Dutton.  Ha 
was  an  active  member,  and  deacon  of  the 
Baptist  church,  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  suddenly,  of  the  epidemic  of 
that  season,  Jan.  24,  1813,  aged  64.  His 
widow  died,  Mar.  19,  1841,  aged  88. 
Samuel,  son  of  Dea.  Edward,  died,  Oct.  4, 

1858,  aged  87.    His  widow  died,  Aug.  15, 

1859,  aged  89.  They  were  married  Jan.  1, 
1795,  and  had  therefore  lived  together  nearly 
64  years. 

Edward,  jr.,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter 
of  Capt.  Abraham  Gilbert. 

Dorcas,  daughter  of  Dea.  Cheney,  married 
Ephraim  Cheney,  her  cousin. 

Betsey,  do.,  married  Joseph  Dutton — his 
first  marriage. 

GEORGE  OLDS 

was  originally  from  Ashford,  Ct.,  but  resided 
several  years  at  Manchester,  whence  he  came 
to  this  town.  He  purchased,  Sept.  11,  17^3, 
of  Richard  Montague,  for  £50,  the  first  di- 
vision on  David  Munro,  of  110  3cres.  He 
was  the  first  to  commence  on  the  place  ?:ace 
known  as  the  Abel  Goodenow  farm,  which 
he  sold  to  the  latter,  and  Luther  Dodge,  for 
£100,  Sept.  16,  1792.  The  last  two,  paly, 
|  of  his  eight  children,  James  and  Lucy,  wera 
born  here.  Mr.  Olds'  first  pitch,  where  ha 
remained  several  years,  was  on  the  place, 
I  now  part  of  the  farm  of  Butler  Goodrich, 
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from  whence  be  removed  to  the  last  men- 
tioned place. 

Mr.  Olds  was  moderate  in  his  movements, 
and  of  a  sound  and  sagacious  mind.  He  was 
above  medium  height,  and  well  proportioned. 
He  accumulated  a  handsome  property,  and 
died,  alter  a  short  illness,  Sept.  2t3,  1835,  aged 
64.    Hia  widow  died,  Apr.  11,  1848,  aged  74. 

DAVID  JACOBS 

purchased  of  Jesse  Tuttle,  Oct.  1,  1783,  for 
£  50,  55  acres,  on  the  right  of  Timothy  Fox. 
Also,  of  Obadiah  Wells,  Aug.  2,  1785,  for 
£100,  110  acres.  He  made  other  purchases. 
His  farm  was  occupied  several  years  after 
his  death  by  Moses  Guff,  and  is  now  in  pos- 
session of  Carlos  Smith.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  is  said  to  have 
served  for  a  time  in  the  French  war.  Among 
the  incidents  of  hi3  service  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  was  one  which  he  termed 
"drawing  the  charge  from  an  Indian's  gun," 
which  was  in  this  wise: 

Having  on  one  occasion  straggled  from  the 
camp  a  little  too  far  into  the  woods  for  his 
safety,  he  espied  an  Indian,  and  was  seen  by 
him  at  the  same  moment.  "  I  thought  in  an 
instant,"  he  says,  "  if  I  fired  and  didn't  dis- 
able him,  he  would  be  sure  to  have  my 
scalp,  as  he  could  outrun  me,  (Jacobs  was  a 
short  legged  man)  and  besides,  would  be 
loaded,  when  I  instantly  dropped  behind  a 
large  fallen  tree  which  was  near  me,  and 
raised  my  cap  slowly  on  a  stick  a  little  above 
the  top  of  it,  when  pop  went  the  Indian's 
gun,  and  down  went  my  cap,  and  he  instant- 
ly started  toward  me,  but  I  was  ready  for 
him"  "  Dd  you  kill  him  ?  "  was  the  en- 
quiry. "Well,  you  see  he  didn't  get-  my 
scalp"  was  his  answer. 

SIMEON  BIGELOW 

was  from  Conway,  Mass.  He  made  his  first 
purchase  from  Capt.  Nathan  Daniels,  Oct.  1, 
1783,  for  £60,  of  110  acres,  and  in  1796,  of 
Joshua  Goss,  for  £200,  110  acres,  making  in 
all  his  home  farm,  now  in  possession  of 
David  M.  June.  He  was  three  times  mar- 
ried. The  name  of  his  first  wife  was  Foster, 
who  was  a  sister  of  the  first  wife  of  Dea.  Da- 
vid Mernani,  and  of  the  wife  of  Thaddeus 
Collins.  These  three  families  resided  on  ad- 
joining farms  till  Collins,  who  owned  the 
present  farm  of  Capt.  David  Merriam,  sold 
and  lei t,  town.  Mr.  B.  married  for  his  third 
wife  the  .widow  of  Simeon  Avery.    He  was 


first  to  commence  on  the  place,  where  he  re- 
sided till  his  death,  July  13,  1837,  aged  86. 

DAVID  BUCKLAND,  SEN., 

came  from  Hartford,  Ct,  in  1783,  made  his 
first  purchase  of  Nathaniel  Fisk,  Nov.  3, 
1783,  for  £  157,  two  parcels  containing  165 
acres  of  land.  He  made  subsequent  purchases 
of  other  parties,  embracing  in  the  whole  at 
one  time  nearly  400  acres.  He  was  the  first  to 
commence  on  the  place,  where  he  continued 
for  35  years,  and  until  his  death,  since,  and 
for  many  years,  known  as  the  Luther  Conant 
farm,  now  in  possession  of  Lenison  Blackmer. 
Mr.  Buckland's  original  line  on  the  south 
embraced  the  "  Arnold  Hollow,"  which  latter 
portion  he  sold  to  his  sons,  David,  jr.,  and 
Abner,  56  acres  each,  deeds  dated  Dec.  23, 
1791,  the  consideration  being  £80  each. 

He  had  5  sons  and  3  daughters. 

Mr.  Buckland  was  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Congregational  church,  in 
which  he  continued  a  worthy  and  useful 
communicant  while  he  lived.  He  was  three 
times  chosen  a  selectman,  and  in  other  re- 
spects performed  a  full  share  of  public  ser- 
vice in  the  town. 

He  died  Jan.  6\  1818,  aged  74.  . 

David,  je.,  purchased  the  farm  now  occu- 
pied by  his  son,  David,  where  he  died,  1855? 
aged  90. 

Abner,  having  made  additional  purchases 
to  that  from  his  father,  sold  to  John  Arnold, 
in  1798,  60  acres,  and  to  Caleb  Arnold,  his 
brother,  in  1800,  110  acres. 

He  went  to  the  West.  Other  sons  and 
daughters  are  elsewhere  noticed. 

CAPT.  TIMOTHY  BUCKLAND 
came  to  town  about  the  year  1784.  He  pur- 
chased but  a  small  parcel  of  land  at  farst, 
to  which  he  added,  by  subsequent  purchases, 
several  years  afterwards,  comprising  the 
"Capt.  Tim.  Buckland  farm,"  now  in  posses- 
sion of  his  grandson,  Hiram  Buckland. 

DEA.  MOSES  BARNES 

came  from  Lanesborough,  Mass.,  immediately 
after  the  war,  and  purchased,  Sept.  10,  17S4, 
of  Noah  Strong,  for  £60,  91  acres  of  land, 
joining  the  easterly  line  of  the  village  as 
now  located,  and  which  embraced  the  present 
home-farm  of  Theodore  Carey,  then  heavily 
timbered  with  maple,  beech,  hemlock  and 
pine.  Here  he  continued  for  22  years,  when 
he  exchanged  with  Seth  Carey  for  the  farm 
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or.  'which  he  resided  till  his  death.  This 
Urtz.  u  now  in  possession  of  Lewis  Barker. 

He  was  one  of  the  ten  members  who  con 
itztuted  the  Congregational  church  in  this 
lawn  at  the  time  of  its  organization,  1785, 
of  which  he  was  deacon  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

As  a  citizen  he  was  much  respected  for  hi3 
■ouad  sense  and  conservative  principles,  and 
of  town  offices  he  had  a  full  share. 

As  a  member  and  officer  of  the  church,  he 
wi««  greatly  esteemed  for  his  wise  counsels 
and  steadfast  support  of  the  church  and 
cause  generally.  He  married  Olive,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Simonds,  by  whom  he  had  2 
sons  and  3  daughters.  He  died,  Dec.  12, 
1825,  aged  65.  His  widow  died,  March  15, 
1846,  aged  81. 

SAMUEL  SEELET  SCHOFIELD 

purchased  of  David  June,  Jan.  21,  17S4,  for 
£27  and  10  shillings,  55  acres,  bounded 
northerly  on  James  Ambler,  south  on  Amos 
Cutler,  and  east  on  John  Mott.  Also,  from 
Jam*s  and  Ebenezer  Ambler,  April  29,  1786, 
for  £  40,  110  acres,  being  the  second  division 
on  the  right  of  Josiah  Emwood.  His  house 
stood  near  the  notch  in  the  mountain  on  the 
westerly  part  of  the  present  farm  of  John 
Mc  Connell.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
John  Ambler,  and  removed  to  Huntington, 
where  he  died.  His  widow  died  there  also. 
He  had  two  children,  daughters,  born  in 
town.    He  was  from  Stamford,  Ct. 

FREDERICK  SCHOFIELD, 

brother  of  Samuel,  commenced  on  the  place 
south  of  and  adjoining  the  Gilbert,  now  the 
Cook  farm,  and  extending  south  to  the  north 
line  of  John  McConnell's  present  farm. 
Here,  where  Mr.  S.  commenced  when  it  wa% 
an  unbroken  forest,  he  continued  till  his 
death,  leaving  it  a  well  cultivated  farm. 

He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Dea.  John 
Mott,  and  died  in  1842,  aged  73.  His  widow, 
now  (1861)  84,  still  survives  him,  and  with  a 
memory  uncommonly  retentive  for  her  age. 

I  am  indebted  to  her  for  several  facts  and 
incidents  noticed  in  this  memorial.  Mrs. 
Sohoheld  is  doubtless  the  oldest  native  female 
living,  having  been  born  in  this  town,  May 
9,  1777. 

WILLIAM!  DODGE,  SE5., 

'was  irom  Chestertield,  N.  H.  He  commenced 
on  the  place  since,  and  for  a  long  period, 
known  as  the  Elijah  Goodenow  farm,  where 
the  latter  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death. 


His  first  purchase  was  of  Jonathan  Farr,  of 
N.  H.r  Feb.  5,  1784,  for  £84,  110  acres. 
He  made  other  purchases  afterwards.  This 
farm  was  sold  to  Elijah  Goodenow,  his  son- 
in-law,  by  Daniel  Dodge,  son  of  \Vm.,  May 
23,  1792,  for  "SB  150.  Mr.  Dodge  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  were  of  the  first  10  members  who 
formed  the  Congregational  church  in  this 
town.  He  died,  Oct.  16,  1820,  aged  84. 
His  widow,  Elizabeth,  died  April  4,  1831, 
aged  94. 

J05ATHAS  DODGE, 

son  of  Wm.,  first  purchased  of  Nath'l  Shel- 
don, Oct.  10,  1784,  for  £  14,  50  acres,  being 
the  third  division  on  the  right  of  Tilly  Wil- 
der, and  July  12,  1793,  of  Willard  Seaton, 
for  £  140,  82  acres,  joining  the  north  line  of 
John  Mott'a  home  farm.  He  afterwards 
purchased  the  "  Dodge  farm,"  now  in  posses- 
sion of  Jared  Ives.  His  first  marriage  was 
with  Mary,  daughter  of  Dea.  Jedediah  Wins- 
low,  in  1784.  She  died,  leaving  an  infant 
daughter,  Charlotte,  who  was  married  to 
Samuel  Paul,  May  3,  1808.  Mr.  Dodge  was 
again  married,  Jan.  8,  1789,  to  Mary,  sister 
of  Stephen  Tucker.  He  died  Oct.  27,  1S37, 
aged  73. 

WILLIAM  DODGE,  JR., 

resided  for  some  years  on  the  farm  lying 
north  and  easterly  of  H.  A.  Sumner,  which 
he  sold  to  Dea,.  Asahel  June,  and  moved  to 
the  State  of  Illinois,  where  hj  died,  He 
married  Matilda,  daughter  of  Jabez  Lyon. 
The  father  and  the  sons  here  named  were 
men  of  peaceable  and  quiet  lives,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  same  church. 

EBENEZER  SQUIRES 

was  irom  Windsor,  and  came  here  early  in 
the  year  1784.  He  purchased  of  Obadiah 
Wells,  June  10,  17S4,  for  £20,  55  acres,  No. 
53.  He  resided  on  the  road  leading  from  the 
town  farm  to  the  Blake  furnace.  Here, 
where  he  commenced,  he  continued  till  his 
death.  lie  had  6  children,  5  daughters  and 
1  son.    The  last  4  were  born  in  this  town. 

JOSEPH  LARKIN 

purchased  of  John  Chamberlain,  for  £  SO, 
first  division  on  Aaron  Brown,  110  acres. 
He  made  several  other  purchases,  and  is  said 
to  have  built  the  first  house  in  the  village, 
on  the  easterly  side  of  the  river.  This  was 
near  the  site  of  the  present  dwelling-house 
of  Josiah  Eossiter,  Esq. 

i     He  married  Hannah,  a  daughter  of  Dea. 
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Jedediah  Winslow,  by  whom  he  had  10  chil- 
dren born  in  town'  the  eldest,  Sarah,  Feb.  2, 
1786.  He  went  to  the  north  part  of  the 
State. 

LORIN  LARKIN 

came  here  from  Dorset,  as  is  supposed,  his 
oldest  child  being  born  there,  Mar.  30,  1784. 
His  three  other  children  were  born  here. 
He  purchased  of  John  Sutherland,  July  1, 
1784,  for  £300,  the  first  division  on  the  right 
of  Tilley  Wilder,  being  110  acres,  described 
as  "a  lot  lying  around  and  enclosing  the 
mills,"  which  were  long  known  as  "  Lar- 
kin's  mills."  The  title  to  the  land,  110 
acres,  proved  defective,  excepting  a  few  acres 
attached  to  the  mill  privilege. 

STEPHEN  DURKEE 

was  from  Windham,  Ct.,  and  made  his  pitch 
on  the  southern  border  of  the  village,  which 
he  purchased  of  Nathaniel  Sheldon,  Sept.  16, 
1784,  for  £74,  50  acres;  and  also,  the  same 
day,  of  Noah  Strong,  19  acres,  joining  the 
above.  His  first  framed  house  is  still  stand- 
ing on  the  place  where  he  died,  Mar.  28, 
1827,  aged  81.  His  wife,  Jerusha,  died  Mar. 
30,  1815,  aged  70.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  Simonds,  Esq.  He  was  passionately 
fond  of  music,  of  his  kind,  and  amused  him- 
self, in  his  old  age,  by  playing  on  his  base- 
viol,  with  the  accompaniment  of  his  broken 
voice.  This  place  is  now  the  property  of 
Hon.  E.  N.  Briggs. 

DEA.  BENJAMIN  STEWART 

came  to  this  town  from  Danby,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  first  settler  in  .that  part  of 
sugar  hollow  which  belongs  to  the  town  of 
Brandon.  He  purchased  of  Nathaniel  Shel- 
don, Oct.  30,  1784,  for  £42,  the  second  divi- 
sion of  110  acres,  on  the  right  of  Tilley 
Wilder.  He  was  a  deacon  of  the  Baptist 
church. 

DAVID  FINNEY,  JR., 

purchased  first  of  Ebenezer  Ambler,  Nov. 
29,  1784,  for  £92*.  a  lot  lying  south  of 
Frederick  Schofield,  his  house  being  easterly 
of  the  present  dwelling  of  John  McConneil, 
and  on  the  old  stage-road,  as  originally  laid 
out,  then  running  in  nearly  a  straight  line 
between  Dea.  Mott's  and  Capt.  Gilbert's, 
since  the  Locke  farm.  He  was  the  first  to 
commence  on  this  place,  now  embracing  the 
easterly  portion  of  the  McCormeii  farm. 
He  afterwards  purchased  tiie  place  now  in 
possession  of  Elam  French,  where  he.  resided 


many  years,  and  until  he  went  to  the  west 
ern  part  of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  ins  chil- 
dren having  preceded  him  several  years. 
He  married,  for  his  first  wife,  Theodocia, 
daughter  of  John  Ambler.  He  married  a 
second  time,  the  widow  of  Joel  Barnard. 

TIMOTHY  GOODENOW 

located  here  about  the  year  1784.  He  com- 
menced on  a  lot  lying  between  the  present 
farms  of  Lewis  Barker  and  David  Buckland. 
The  first  purchase  was  of  Benjamin  Thurber, 
Sept.  14,  1785,  for  £  10,  a  tract  described  by 
metes  and  bounds;  deed  i  xecuted  to  his  son, 
Elijah,  who  made  an  additional  purchase  of 
Joseph  Barker,  Jan.  31,  1786,  for  £  37,  of  30 
acres,  adjoining  their  other  lot.  The  career 
of  Timothy  Goodenow  was  a  brief  one.  He 
died  June  26,  1789.  He  united  with  the 
Congregational  church,  and,  although  a  res- 
ident here  but  about  five  years  before  his 
death,  he  left  a  name  most  of  all  to  be  cov- 
eted— that  of  an  honest  man.  A  widow,  and 
13  children,  7  sons  and  6  daughters,  sur- 
vived him. 

Daniel,  the  eldest  son,  was  the  last  of 
the  family  to  settle  in  town.  He  purchased 
of  the  Loomis',  who  had  been  but  a  short 
time  in  possession,  May  12,  1803,  for  $1010, 
130  acres,  which  place  has  long  been  known 
as  the  Daniel  Goodenow  farm  ;  the  rail-road 
now  runnkig  between  the  house,  and  that  of 
the  Misses  Hark.  Daniel  Goodenow,  with 
his  son  Daniel,  went  to  the  West  several  year3 
ago,  where  he  died.  He  left  three  daughters, 
Mrs.  John  Smith,  Mrs  Richard  Harris,  (wid- 
ow) and  Mrs.  Jason  Hack.  This  farm  is 
now  in  possession  of  Dea.  Elijah  Goodenow. 

Elijah,  the  second  son,  who  commenced 
with  his  father,  purchased,  May  23,  1792, 
for  £  150,  the  Dodge  farm,  on  the  Creek, 
where  he  removed,  and  continued  till  his 
death,  Mar.  S,  1S55,  aged  92.  He  married  a 
daughter  of  William  Dodge,  the  pioneer  set- 
tler on  this  farm,  which  is  now  in  possession 
of  Josiah  Rossiter.  Mr.  G.  died  without, 
issue. 

Asa,  was  the  first  to  commence  where  his 
son,  Asa,  still  resides.  He  purchased  cf  Na- 
than Daniels,  Apr.  20,  1787,  for  £18,  55 
acres,  part  of  the  second  division  on  Phineas 
Wilder.  Here  he  remained  till  his  death, 
Jan.  15,  1852,  aged  86.  He  was  a  carpenter 
and  joiner,  and  said  to  be  a  good  workman. 
He  built  the  present  dwelling-house,  in  the 
village,  of  Hon.  E.  N.  Briggs. 
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Abkl  purchase'!,  in  company  with  Luther 
Poi^e,  of  George  Olds,  Sept.  16,  1792,  for 
£  [00,  100  acres,  the  second  division  on  Ben- 
jamin Heed.  He  bought  out  Dodge,  Mar. 
IT,  1 7'j4,  for  £60,  his  half  of  the  above. 
This  farm  is  now  in  possession  of  Josiah 
Ilossiter.  Mr.  G.  removed  to  Leicester,  where 
he  died. 

Willis  purchased,  in  1S05,  the  farm  now 
Iehabod  Paiue's,  joining  PittsfOrd  north  line. 
The  consideration  was  £  1,250.  Here  he  re- 
sided for  many  years,  when  he  sold,  and 
purchased  the  Daniel  Goodenow  farm,  now 
in  possession  of  his  son,  Dea.  Elijah,  where 
he  remained  till  his  death,  Sept.  5,  1854, 
aged  72.  His  widow,  Lydia,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Dea.  John  Mutt,  died  Aug.  29, 
1555,  aged  72. 

Josathas,  the  youngest,  and  only  surviv- 
or of  the  family,  is  still  a  resident. 

Of  the  daugnters,  two,  Mrs.  Hayden  and 
Mrs.  Willard,  were  married  ia  Mass.,  where 
they  remaned,  I  believe,  while  they  lived. 
Sarah  married  Calvin,  son  of  Dea.  Jedediah 
Winslow.    They  went  West  at  an  early  day. 

Mart,  twin  sister  of  Sarah,  married  Bela 
Farnham,  and  went  to  Canada.  Two  of 
their  daughters  remained,  and  married  in 
this  town.  They  are  the  wives  of  Dr.  Fred- 
erick Scliofield,  and  Hiram  Clark. 

C  a  thakise  married  Lott  Keeler,  of  Pitts- 
ford. 

Experience  married  Silas  Keeler,  and 
Lois  married  Samuel  Buell. 

The  mother  of  this  family  married  a  sec- 
ond time,  to  Nathan  Flint,  sen.,  both  some- 
what advanced  in  life  at  the  time.  She  died 
June  16,  1828,  aged  89. 

ROGER  3TAR1C  WETHER 

was  from  Shai'tsbury.  He  purchased  of  Thom- 
as iutt:e,  Oct.  13,  1784,  for  £30,  5.3  acres. 
Also  from  Nathan  Daniels,  Nov.  12,  1785, 
for  £4,0,  55  acres.  His  house  stood  iu  the 
hollow  on  the  road  leading  westerly  from 
David  M.  June's.  Here,  where  he  made  the 
nr->t  pitch,  he  continued  tail  his  death,  May 
12,  IWZ,  stged  58. 

He  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
He  \v;v;  very  eccentric,  winch  at  times  caused 
sot  a  intle  merriment,  especially  by  the  sin- 
R  ••  ir  jUMMUMtt  and  incongruous  terms  with  j 
w:.|.  ii  jl0  W£W  wout  to  express  himself.    An  j 
instance  of  this  kind  was  told  by  the  late! 

I.  O.,  as  being  literally  true.  The  first 
Wife  of  Mr.  S.  died  of  consumption.    l)r.  G. 


was  her  phynician,  and  visited  hei  occasion- 
ally in  the  last  stages  of  her  disease,  to  make 
her  as  comtortable  as  possible,  although  he 
despaired  of  her  recovery.  She  died  in  the 
night  time,  and,  according  to  the  usual  inter- 
vals between  the  Doctor's  visits,  he  would  be 
expected  the  next  morning,  when  Mr.  S.  kept 
a  vigilant  watch.  At  length  he  saw  the 
Doctor,  at  the  moment  he  made  his  appear- 
ance on  the  distant  hill,  when  he  ran  into 
the  road,  swinging  his  hat,  and  hallooed  at 
the  top  of  his  voice,  "  Doctor,  you  nesdn't 
come  any  further;  the  jig's  up,  the  woman's 
dead."  He  probably  wished  to  save  a  part 
of  the  doctor's  charge  by  stopping  him  on 
the  way.  I  believe  he  was  supposed  to  feel 
his  griefs  as  others  do  those  of  a  like  kind, 
but  such  was  his  odd  way  of  showing  it. 

ELISHA  ST  ARK  WETHER 

came  here  from  Shaftsbury.  His  first  pur- 
chase was  from  Thomas  Tuttle,  Feb.  1,  1785, 
for  £35,  of  55  acres.  He  also  purchased  of 
Roger  Starkwether,  his  brother,  Nov.  12, 
1785,  for  £40,  55  acres,  "joining  said  Eii- 
sha's  land."  These  purchases  included  the 
Dea.  Barns  farm,  now  in  possession  of  Lewis 
Barker,  Esq.  Mr.  S.  was  the  first  to  com- 
mence on  this  farm. 

SIMEON  KINO 

made  several  purchases  of  small  tracts  of 
land;  the  first  was  of  ObadiaL  Wells,  July 
7,  1785,  for  £30,  55  acres.  Also  of  Eben- 
ezer  Squier,  June  23,  1786,  for  £  20,  38  acres, 
"joining  said  King."    Also  other  purchases. 

He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Cupt.  Jon- 
athan Carver,  author  of  "  Carver's  Travels." 

STEPHEN  HALL,  SEN., 

purchased  first  of  Nathan  Daniels,  Oct.  12, 
1785,  for  £30,  40  acres;  to  which  he  ad  lei 
by  subsequent  purchases,  embracing  a  large 
portion  of  the  farms  since  owned  by  his  sons, 
Stephen  and  Harvey.  He  had  4  children, 
three  sons  and  one  daughter,  two  of  whom, 
Stephen  aud  Harvey,  are  still  residents.  He 
died  May  2i,  1811,  aged  40. 

DAVID  HALL 

purchased  of  Joseph  Hitchcock  of  Pitisford, 
July  2,  17!)1,  for  £50,  100  acres.  Also,  of 
John  Tuttle,  Dec.  2.  1795,  for  £  90.  96  a. Tea 
boun  led  on  the  west  line  of  Brandon,  lie 
sold  to  Nathan  Jackson,  May  7.  1796.  wad 
removed  to  Tittsford,  where  ho  died  at  an 
advanced  age.    David  Hall,  Esq.,  of  Pitta* 


I 


450 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


ford,  a  son,  was  bora  in  this  town.  He  has 
recently  deceased. 

CAPT.  ABRAHAM  GILBERT 

was  from  Nobletown,  N.  Y.  His  first  pur- 
chase was  of  Capt.  Nathan  Daniels,  collector, 
Oct.  20,  17S5,  for  £  2  and  2s.,  the  whole  right, 
except  the  first  division,  of  Thomas  Barrett. 
He  made  several  subsequent  purchases.  He 
commenced  on  the  place,  where  he  continued 
during  his  life,  known  as  the  Locke  farm, 
now  in  possession  of  Capt.  A.  Cook.  The 
stage  road  was  originally  laid  by  this  house, 
and  Capt.  Gilbert  was  the  first  post-master, 
which  otfice  he  held  until  his  death.  His 
father,  Moses,  came  to  Brandon  with  him, 
and  purchased  a  small  tract  lying  on  the 
east  side  of  the  road,  nearly  opposite  the 
present  house.  He  dedicated  the  burying 
ground  on  the  premises,  still  occasionally 
used  as  such,  to  the  church  wardens  of  the 
Episcopal  church.     He  died  in  1S03,  aged 

81,  and  was  interred  in  the  ground  which  he 
gave. 

Capt.  Gilbert  was  much  employed  in  town 
business.  Probably  no  other  man  performed 
more,  except  David  June.  He  served  as 
selectman  8  times,  and  in  various  other  town 
offices.  He  died  Nov.  3,  1S07,  aged  60.  His 
death  was  supposed  to  be  occasioned  by  a 
fall.  His  widow,  Bethiah,  died  Nov.  25, 
1830,  aged  79.  Richard,  his  eldest  son,  came 
in  possession  of  the  premises,  where  he  long 
resided.  He  went  to  the  West  several  years 
ago,  and  died  recently.  A  sister  of  Richard, 
widow  of  Simeon  Clifford,  is  still  living,  now 
in  her  82d  year,  She  was  first  married  to 
Edward,  son  of  Dea.  Edward  Cheney,  by 
whoin  she  has  two  sons,  Gilbert,  and  Col. 
Hale  Cheney. 

FLINT  FAMILY. 

Nathan  Flint,  sen.,  purchased  of  Capt. 
Nathan  Daniels,  collector,  Oct.  20,  1785,  sev- 
eral parcels  of  land,  to  which  he  added  by 
subsequent  purchases,  including  the  i'otwine 
farm,  on  which  he  commenced,  and  where  he 
remained  till  his  death,  July  6,  1816,  aged 

82.  His  first  wife  died  Dec.  31,  1793,  aged 
55.  He  was  married  a  second  time,  to  the 
widow  of  Timothy  Goodenow.  She  died 
June  16,  1828,  aged  89.  Mr.  Flint  was  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  in  this  town. 

Ephraim  Flint,  a  son  of  Nathan,  pur- 
chased of  Capt.  Nathan  Daniels,  Nov.  IS, 


L785,  for  £8,  50  acres,  being  the  third  divi- 
sion on  Phmeas  Wilder  Also  from  Moses  Gil- 
bert, April  9,  1788,  for  £40,  30  acres.  Also 
of  John  Whelan,  June  7,  1792,  for  £20,  20 
acres,  comprising  in  all  his  home-farm,  which 
he  occupied  tiil  his  death  He  was  the  first  to 
commence  on  this  place,  whicn  is  now  in 
possession  of  Joseph  Wetmore.  He  married 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Jacob  Simonds,  Esq., 
July  10,  1788,  by  whom  he  had  4  sons  and  3 
daughters.  He  died  from  a  cancer,  com- 
mencing on  his  heel,  August  2,  1820,  aged 
58.    His  widow  died  Dec.  9,  1831,  aged  6-5. 

Nathan  Fllnt,  jr.,  made  his  first  pur- 
chase of  his  broiher  Ephraim,  June  4,  1786, 
for  £6,  of  34.}  acres,  part  of  the  third  divi- 
sion of  Phineas  Wilder.  He  also  purchased 
of  Ebr.  Newell,  then  of  Cambridge,  N.  Y  , 
Dec.  22,  17S9,  for  £100,  110  acres,  on  the 
right  of  Josiah  Powers,  jr.  Also  fifty  acres 
of  his  father,  being  the  third  division  on 
Peter  Wright.  He  was  first  to  commence  on 
this  farm,  now  in  possession  of  Martin  Car- 
lisle. He  died  Jan.  2,  1842,  aged  77.  His 
first  wife,  Jerusha,  (daughter  of  Stephen 
Durkee)  died  Feb.  3,  1839,  aged  69.  They 
had  no  children. 

Roswell  Flint,  another  son  of  Nathan, 
sen.,  commenced  on  the  place  afterwards,  and 
for  many  years  in  possession  of  Wm.  Dodge, 
jr.  The  latter  sold  it  to  Dea.  Asahel  June. 
Mr  Flint  went  to  Phelpstown,  N.  Y. 

The  other  son  of  Nathan,  senior,  was 
William,  long  known  by  the  cognomen  of 
"  Billy  Flint."  When  a  youth  and  without 
education  or  capital,  he  went  to  Upper  Can- 
ada, where  he  became  an  extensive  import- 
ing merchant,  accumulated  a  large  fortune, 
and  died  at  an  advanced  age. 

BENJAMIN  HURLBTJRT 

purchased  of  R6bert  Mason,  of  Castleton, 
Nov.  9,  1785,  for  £60,  150  acres,  in  Sugar 
Hollow,  now  in  possession  of  Joseph  David- 
son, Esq.  He  was  first  to  commence  on  this 
farm,  where  he  continued  while  he  lived. 

AMA3A  POLLY 

was  from  Suffield,  Ct.,  and  came  here  about 
the  year  1785.  He  was  a  carpenter  and 
joiner  by  trade,  and  said  to  be  a  good  work- 
man. He  was  one  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed by  the  town  to  build  the  first  bridge  over 
Otter  creek,  "near  Capt.  Daniels',"  and  near 
the  site  of  the  present  Blackmer  bridge. 
He  had  6  children,  the  last  3  of  whom  were 
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torn  in  this  town.  The  first  born  here  was 
j:i  June,  17S8. 

JOSHUA  FIELD 

was  from  Winchester,  N.  H.  His  first  pur- 
chase was  from  David  Jacobs,  Mar.  15,  1786, 
for  £  115,  the  first  division  on  Peter  Wright, 
of  110  acres.  His  next  purchase  was  of 
Jeptha  Hill,  Nov.  18,  17S6,  for  £40,  second 
division  on  Ezekiel  Powers,  of  110  acres. 
Here  he  remained  daring  his  long  life.  He 
was  married  several  years  before  coming  to 
this  town,  to  Thankful  Robins,  sister  of 
George  and  Aaron  Robins.  He  had  not  only 
a  mind  of  his  own,  but  his  metaphors  and 
figures  in  illustration  of  his  views  were  quite 
original.  On  one  occasion,  many  years  ago, 
the  church  having  become  disaffected  with 
their  minister  for,  among  other  causes,  as- 
suming to  exercise,  as  they  believed,  powers 
over  the  church  not  delegated  to  the  pastor, 
but,  according  to  the  Congregational  order, 
reserved  to  the  church.  Mr.  F.,  meeting  the 
pastor,  was  asked  by  him  to  state  what  the 
difficulties  with  him  were ;  when  he  frankly 
replied,  "  There  are  many;  but  one  in  partic- 
ular is,  we  think  you  lordecue  it  over  God's 
heritage."  Father  Fields,  as  he  was  wont  to 
be  called,  was  fully  sustained  in  his  charge 
by  an  ecclesiastical  council  afterwards  called, 
by  which  the  pastor  was  dismissed. 

Several  of  his  children  and  grand-children 
were  married  and  settled  in  town. 

He  died  Mar.  26,  1S37,  aged  91.  His  wife 
died  July  1,  1832,  aged  85. 

[A  story  is  told  of  the  deacon  and  wife : 
She  hid  the  baby  in  the  currant  bushes 
when  the  deacon  was  going  to  take  it  to  be 
baptized.  He  was  Congregationalist  and  she 
was  Baptist.    So  says  a  grandson. — Ed.] 

AVERY  BROTHERS. 

Simeon,  eon  of  Charles  Avery  of  Norwich, 
Ct.,  first  purchased  of  Capt.  Nathan  Daniels, 
March  28,  1786,  55  acres  on  the  right  of 
Jonathan  Reed,  for  £35,  lis.     He  after- 
wards purchased,  in  company  with  John 
Curtiss  and  James  Sawyer,  of  0.  Blake,  for 
£  100,  one  half  of  the  forge  and  privilege  in 
the  village,  Curtiss  and  Sawyer  holding  a 
quarter  each,  deed  dated  July  3,  1792.  HeJ 
Had  the  principal  management  of  this  forge' 
till  his  death,  which  was  occasioned  by  a  fill  i 
froai  his  horse,  Jan.  16,  1803.     His  widow  j 
I*  arae  the  third  wife  of  Mr.  Simeon  Bigelow. 

Mr.  Avery  was  an  active  business  man, 


and  held  several  offices,  including  that  of 
selectman,  to  which  he  was  chosen  as  early 
as  1787.    He  was  43  years  of  age 

Elijah,  brother  of  the  latter,  had  been  a 
clerk  in  a  store  at  Hartford,  Ct.  and  he  brought 
the  first  goods  offered  for  sale  in  this  town. 
His  goods  were  kept,  for  a  time,  at  the  house 
of  his  brother  Daniel.  But  he  opened  a  store 
soon  after  in  the  village,  on  the  site  of  the 
building  since  known  as  Ketcham's  store. 
Mr.  Avery  sold  a  "coat's  cloth"  to  Jacob 
Farrington  for  $  7.00  per  yard,  and  took 
corn  at  25  cents  per  bu-hel  in  part  payment, 
being  28  bushels  of  corn  for  a  yard  of  cloth. 

Daniel,  another  and  younger  brother, 
succeeded  in  the  possession  of  the  farm  on 
which  the  latter  resided  during  his  long  life. 
He  was  married  to  Eunice  Weeks,  then  of 
Salisbury,  Feb.  6,  1793.  She  was  a  sister  of 
the  late  John  M.  Weeks,  Esq.,  of  that  town, 
and  also  of  the  late  Rev.  Holland  Weeks, 
who  was  once  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Pittsford. 

Mr.  Avery  was  of  a  kind  and  gentle  spir- 
it, of  ardent  piety,  and  an  active  and  useful 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

He  died  Dec.  14,  1851,  aged  83.  His  wife 
died  the  7th  of  May  before,  aged  82. 

Stephen,  the  other  brother  resident  in 
town,  purchased  of  Lorin  Larkin,  March  12, 
1793,  for  £267  one  half  of  the  grLst-miil  and 
privileges  in  the  village.  He  resided  m 
town  for  several  years,  but  at  different  pe- 
riods. He  was  also  connected  for  some  time 
in  the  woolen  factory  (Penfield's)  at  Pittsford. 

The  mother,  widow  of  Charles  Avery,  of 
Norwich,  Ct.,  came  to  town  with  her  sons. 
She  married  here,  a  second  time,  to  David 
Hawley,  and  died  October  25,  1796,  aged  74. 
Mr.  Hawley  was  the  father  of  Dea.  Joseph 
Hawley  who  was  town  clerk  here  for  19 
years,  and  until  he  removed  from  the  town. 

JOHN  STILES 

purchased  of  Levi  Fletcher,  May  2,  17S6,  for 
£  100,  second  division  on  Ephraim  Sherman, 
of  110  acres,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Creek. 
Here  he  continued  till  his  death. 

ALEXANDER  BEEBE 

purchased  of  James  Nichols,  Nov.  4,  17" 6, 
for  £  33,  55  acres,  and  in  1790,  of  Pea. 
Eben'r  Wooster,  30  acres,  for  £  45.  His 
house  stood  north  of  Riley  Hell's  nearly  op- 
posite the  "  Dodge  brick-yard."  He  owned 
one  half  of  the  "Strong's  mills,"  which  he 
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sold  to  Isaac  Strong,  April  27,  1790,  for 
£  130,  including  one  half  of  25  acres  of  land 
adjoining. 

JACOB  SIM0SD3 

came  to  this  town  frr.m  Hampton,  Ct.,  about 
the  year  1736.  Three  of  his  daughters,  the 
•wives  of  Stephen  Durkee,  Amos  Cutler,  and 
Dea.  Moses  Barns  were  married  and  settled 
here  previous  to  his  coming. 

He  had  by  two  marriages,  6  sons  and  12 
daughters,  all  of  whom,  but  two  sods,  who 
died  in  infancy,  lived  to  adult  age  and  were 
married.  Eight  of  the  daughters  and  one 
son,  Jacob,  resided  in  this  town  until  1306  ; 
when  the  wife  of  Daniel  June,  jr.,  removed 
with  her  husband  to  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
are  still  living  ;  and  in  1312,  Jacob  removed 
to  the  State  of  Ohio  ;  while  the  other  seven 
who  settled  h~re,  lived  to  an  advanced  age 
and  left  surviving  children  and  many  grand- 
children in  town.  The  other  four  daughters, 
and  three  sons,  also  married,  did  not  come 
he  e  to  reside. 

Mr.  Simonds  had  been  much  in  public 
service  in  Connecticut,  where  he  is  said  to 
have'  been  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  23  years 
consecutively.  He  was  selectman  here,  and 
twice  a  representative  to  the  general  assem- 
bly, in  the  years,  1791-92,  was  also  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  several  years  after  he 
came  here.  He  was  a  merchant  in  Connect- 
icut for  many  years,  but  relinquished  the 
business,  and  his  son,  Jacob,  engaged  in  it 
after  the  family  came  here,  he  having  the 
principal  management  of  his  father's  business 
affairs,  the  latter  then  approaching  his  three- 
score years  and  ten.  Although  thus  ad- 
vanced in  age  when  he  came  here,  yet  he- 
was  soon  appointed  to  various  and  important 
public  positions,  the  duties  of  which  he  dis- 
charged for  several  years,  and  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  the  trusts  reposed  in  him,  He 
was  of  fine  personal  appearance,  tall,  well 
proportioned,  and  erect.  His  numerous  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  were  born  in  Connecticut, 
are  elsewhere  noticed,  and  also  their  connec- 
tions by  marriage.  He  died  Sept.  3,  1797, 
aged  73.  His  widow  died  Mar.  12,  IS  20, 
aged  86. 

PHILIP  JOSES 

came  from  Stamford,  Ct.,  about  the  year  17S0. 
He  made  several  purchases,  but  the  ono  on 
which  he  resided  for  a  long  period,  and  until 
his  death,  is  now  in  possession  of  Alvin  B. 


Jones,  his  son,  being  the  fir<t  division  on  tha 
school  right.  This  was  leased  to  him  June 
19,  1787,  "for  the  term  of  999  years,  by  the 
payment,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1792,  of  £130,  and  the  lawful  interest, 
in  neat  cattle  or  grain,  or  pay  the  lawful 
interest  annually  on  said  sum,  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  in  every  year  during  said 
term,  in  grain  or  neat  stock."  He  was  also 
to  clear,  and  make  substantial  fence,  and 
seed  three  acres  a  year,  at  least,  for  5  years 
from  the  date  of  the  lease,  which  was  exe- 
cuted by  Jedediah  Winslow,  Gideon  Horton, 
John  Molt,  David  Buckland,  Edward  Che- 
ney, and  Ephraim  Strong,  trustees  for  the 
school-land  in  said  Brandon." 

He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  had  a 
trip-hammer  shop  below  the  Upper  Falls,  in 
the  village.  His  wife  was  a  sister  of  Fred- 
erick Schofield,  and  al-o  of  the  wife  of 
Nathaniel  Bacon.  He  built  the  two-story 
house,  remodeled  a  few  years  ago,  and  fitted 
up  for  a  store,  and  standing  in  the  line  of 
stores  next  west  of  the  Messrs.  Ross.  There 
were  but  two  buildings  two  stories  high,  in 
the  village,  east  of  the  bridge,  when  this 
house  was,  erected  by  Mr.  Jones. 

JACOB  FARRINGT05 

was  from  Kings,  Columbia  Co.,  N.  T.  He 
purchased  of  Asa  Eddy,  of  Clarendon,  March 
3,  1737,  for  £  225,  120  acres;  joining  on 
Gideon  Horton,  Joseph  Barker  and-Timothy 
Buckland.  Eddy  had  purchased  this  place, 
a  few  months  previous,  of  Capt.  Thomas 
Tuttle,  who  commenced  upon  it.  It  is  now 
in  possession  of  Franklin  Farrington,  Esq., 
a  grandson  of  Jacob,  having  continued  in 
pos.-ession  of  the  family  tor  more  than  73 
years.  Mr.  F.  made  several  purchases,  at 
subsequent  times.  He  died  March  13,  1803, 
aged  79.  His  widow,  Abigail,  died  Oct.  21, 
1824,  aged  93.  He  had  3  sons,  and  4  daugh- 
ter?. 

Edward  came  in  possession,  and  sold  to 
his  brother,  Capt.  Daniel,  Ivb.  2,  1796,  for 
£500,  "all  the  lands  said  Edward,  or  his 
father  Jacob  owned."  Edward  married  Fol- 
ly, daughter  of  Simeon  King.  Ha  went  to 
Col  hosier,  where  he  died. 

Capt.  TJanikl,  who  is  still  living,  hag 
now  resided  here  for  more  than  73  y  &rs. 
He  was  born  May  31,  1773;  was  married, 
first  time,  Feb.  7,  1790,  to  Lois,  daughter 
of  the  late  Ebenezer  Drury,  of  Pitisford, 
She  diei  Dec.  4,  1SU,  aged  Go.    He  married 
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and 
and 


4  ..-.ond  time;  his  present  wife  is  a  dauguter 
o<  the  laLe  Jos  ah  Ro>siter. 

){,-  was  lieutenant  of  a  company  of  militia, 
ttationed  on  the  lines  for  the  enforcement  of 
t>«  embargo.  While  in  this  service  he  was 
ordered  to  proceed  with  a  tile  of  men  up  the 
O„ioa  (or  Winooski)  river  from  Burlington, 
%n4  eeiee  a  boat,  the  "  Black  Snake,"  suspect- 
ed of  being  engaged  in  smuggling  goods  from 
Canada,  up  the  Lake.  He  found  and  took 
possession  of  the  boat,  which  he  ordered  to 
I  -  rowed  down  stream,  when  he  was  soon 
hailed  from  the  bushes  on  shore,  and  forbidden 
to  take  the  boat,  accompanied  with  threats  of 
gho  >t!ng  if  he  did  not  desist,  &e.;  to  which  he 
replied,  that  his  orders  were  to  take  the  boat, 
and  i.e  rdiould  obey  them;  wdien  they  find 
and  kiik-d  one  of  ids  men,  Drake,  who  had  a 
moment  before  changed  places  with  Capt.  F., 
the  latter  taking  the  helm,  when  he  immedi- 
ately directed  the  boat  to  the  shore  from 
whence  the  ^hot  came,  and,  while  landing, 
was  tired  upon  by  a  large  piece,  which  ear- 
ned several  bullets,  killing  two  men,  and 
wounding  Capt.  F.  in  three  places;  two, 
severely.  He  kept  his  prize,  however, 
his  a^ilanis  were  afterwards  arrested, 
Lean,  the  leader,  hung* 

He  was  a  Captain,  and  served  in  the  war 
of  1812. 

Tiiirza,  a  daughter  of  Jacob,  was  married 
to  Maj.  Gideon  Horton,  Aug.  14,  17SS. 
They  removed  to  Hubbardton  iu  IdOS,  when- 
they  died. 

SAMUEL  BURSELL,  ESQ., 

was  from  Woodstock,  Ct.  lie  purchas-d 
of  Nathaniel  Child,  Mar.  5,  1 7^7,  for  £75, 
"silver  money,"  the  whole  right  of  Samuel 
Tool,  an  original  proprietor.  He  was  a  res- 
ident of  the  town  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury; was  many  year3  an  acting  justice  of 
the  p-ace;  was  twice  a  selectman;  and  rep- 
r-'-ented  the  town  in  the  General  Assembly  3 
years  lie  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  45  years,  and  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  July  5,  1833,  aged  SO.  His 
widoW  died  May  23,  1343,  aged  89. 

STEPEEi-  TUCKER 

\  ^chased  of  Nathaniel  Child,  of  Woodstock, 
.  for  £7o,  \IQ  acres  of  laud,  Mar.  5,  1767, 
' '•'  which  he  commenced.    This  land  is  a 
i  wt<  f  the  present  farm  of  Dea.  Asa  liurnell. 
lu.ker  had  3  sons  and  3  dau 


The  youngest,  Luther,  born  May  7,  1S02,  13 
the  well  known  editor  and  publisher  of  agri- 
cultural papers  and  works  in  the  State  of 
New  York. 

SAMUEL  TUCKER 

purchased  from  Nathaniel  Sheldon,  for  £  4"*, 
55  acres  oi  land,  "  near  the  town  plat,  being 
the  south  part  of  the  lot  George  B.obins  :or- 
merly  lived  on."  This  is  where  George  anl 
Aaron  Robins  were  killed  by  the  Indians,  ia 
1777,  and  is  part  of  the  present  farm  of 
N.  T.  Sprague,  jr. 

DEA.   EBEiTEZER  WOOSTER 

purchased  of  Caleb  Hendee,  Apr.  2,  1737, 
for  £  100,  110  acres,  described  by  metes  and 
bounds.  This  embraced  the  farm  which 
afterwards  came  into  possession  of  James 
Whelan,  and  where  the  latter  resided  till  r.;3 
death.  It  is  now  in  possession  of  William 
Kimball,  lying  north  of,  and  adjoining  to 
Joseph  Dutton.  Dea  W.  was  the  firs:  to 
commence  on  this  place,  wdiere  he  remained 
till  he  exchanged  with  Mr.  Whelan,  for  the 
farm  now  in  possession  of  Riley  Hull,  where 
he  continued  till  his  death,  Jan.  21,  1313, 
aged  65.  His  wife  died  Jan.  24,  1813,  aged 
69.  They  both  died  of  the  epidemic  which 
prevailed  so  extensively,  and  was  so  fatal 
during  that  winter.  Their  deaths  occurred, 
as  is  seen,  within  three  days  of  each  other. 
Dea.  Cheney,  of  the  Baptist  church,  form  ?rly 
the  nearest  neighbor  of  Deacon  W-,  di^  ■  the 
same  day  of  Mrs.  Wooster.  Deacon  Woos- 
ter,  and  Deacon  Joseph  Hawley,  who  was  so 
long  town  clerk,  were  chosen  deacons  of  the 
Congregational  church  at  the  same  time,  and 
were  the  first  chosen,  after  they  had  settled  a 
pastor,  17'J2.  Dea.  W.  continued  in  tuia 
office  till  his  death ;  Dea.  Ilawley,  until  na 
removed  from  town,  in  1309. 


Dea. 


MERRIAM  BEOl 

David  Mereiam 


was  a  native  ot 


[liters. 


•  8M  Vol.  II,  pp,  342-347. 


Concord,  Mass.  He  came  here  from  Wal- 
pole,  N.  H  He  purchased,  Mar.  13,  17-7, 
of  Ezekiel  Powers,  for  "  £45,  silver  mo:.  ' 
one  half  of  the  first  division  on  Benjamin 
Powers  of  55  acres.  Also  of  David  Stevens, 
for  £  70,  May  11,  17S7,  the  first  division  on 
John  Cummings,  of  110  acres.  He  was  the 
first  to  commence  on  this  lot,  Which  then 
included  the  present  place  of  Capt.  David 
Merriam,  his  son,  and  is  now  the  model  :\-:a 
of  John  Jackson.*  He  was  by  trade  a  hatter, 
*  Deceased. — Ed. 
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and  the  first  of  that  calling  in  town  ;  was 
uaid  to  be  an  excellent  workman,  but  relin- 
quished his  trade,  and  pursued  farming  dur- 
ing much  the  larger  portion  of  his  life.  He 
was  repeatedly  chosen  as  selectman,  and  to 
various  other  town  offices,  and  was  a  deacon 
of  the  Congregational  Church  for  a  long 
period.  He  was  a  man  of  an  uncommonly 
mild  and  quiet  temperament,  and  his  death 
was  as  placid,  as  his  life  had  been  peaceful. 

He  was  twice  married ;  the  name  of  his 
first  wife  was  Phebe  Foster.  His  youngest 
son  by  this  marriage  was  ihe  late  Dr.  Isaac  F. 
Merriam,  who  was  also  the  oldest  of  his  chil- 
dren born  in  this  town.  His  second  wife  was 
1  etsey  Conant,  a  sister  of  John  Conant,  Esq., 
by  whom  he  had  several  children,  who  are 
mentioned  under  the  head  of  births. 

His  first  wife  died  April  7,  1794,  aged  30. 
His  last  wife  died  June,  1842,  aged  67.  He 
died  Feb.  15,  1349,  aged  89. 

Dea.  Jonathan  Merriam,  brother  of  Dea. 
David,  purchased  of  Gideon  Horton,  sen., 
Apr.  4,  1795,  for  £  280,  270  acres,  which 
comprised  his  homestead  while  he  lived,  and 
since  his  death  has  been  in  possession,  till 
recently,  of  Dea.  Jacob  Powers.  It  is  now 
the  property  of  Hon.  E.  N.  Briggs.  Judge 
Hiram  Horton  was  the  first  to  commence  on 
this  place,  where  he  remained  some  5  or  6 
years,  and  where  he  kept  the  records  during 
the  3  years  he  was  town  clerk.  Deacon  M. 
died  Mar.  26,  1826,  aged  62.  He  was  an 
active  and  useful  member  of  the  Baptist 
church,  of  which  he  was  for  a  long  time,  and 
until  his  death,  a  deacon.  He  was  selectman 
several  years,  and  held  various  other  town 
offices.  His  wife  was  a  sister  of  John  Conant, 
Esq.  Two  of  his  sons,  Isaac  and  Jonathan, 
became  Baptist  ministers. 

Benjamin  Mereiam,  a  brother  of  Dea. 
Jonathan,  was  a  merchant,  and  came  here 
about  the  year  1791.  He  first  kept  his  goods 
at  the  house  of  his  brother,  David.  His  first 
purchase  was  of  several  small  lots  in  the  vil- 
lage, March,  1793.  He  also  purchased  of 
Col.  James  Sawyer,  April  15,  1796,  for  £  170, 
"  one  acre  in  the  village,  one  corner  of  which 
is  four  rods  from  the  S.  W.  coiner  of  said 
Sawyer's  store."  He  married  Sally  Kendall, 
Dec.  7,  1797,  by  whom,  he  had  r.vo  sous  ami 
two  daughters  born  in  Lwu.  lie  removed 
to  Malune,  N.  Y. 

VINTON  BARNES 

purchased  of  Hiram  Horton,  Apr.  2,  17SS, 


for  £30,  82}  acres  of  land,  lying  on  the  old 
stage  road,  and  joining  on  the  north,  the 
south  line  of  Leicester,  now  the  farm  of 
Joseph  P.  Durant.  He  had  a  son  and  daugh- 
ter born  in  town.  He  went  to  Pitts  ford  sev- 
eral years  ago,  whence,  after  remaining  a  lev? 
years,  he  removed  to  Canada,  where  it  n 
said  he  became  a  wealthy  farmer.  He  was 
the  first  to  commence  on  this  farm. 

CASE  COOK 

commenced  on  a  tract  of  land  lying  south  of 
the  Arnold  hollow,  and  adjoining  the  Avery 
farm.  His  first  purchase  was  of  Nathan'l  Shel- 
don, Apr.  19,  1788,  of  110  acres  for  £  24.  He 
also  purchased  of  Jona.  Parker,  for  £26,  110 
acres,  Nov.  24,  1788.  He  married  Abigail,  a 
sister  of  Mr.  Daniel  Avery.  He  was  a  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  gifts,  and  much  respected 
as  a  Christian  and  citizen  ;  was  an  active  and 
useful  member  of  the  Congregational  church, 
with  which  he  and  his  wife  united  in  1785, 
the  same  year  it  was  organized.  He  was  one 
of.  the  selectmen  for  the  first  3  years  ai 
town  was  organized.  He  sold  to  Nathaniel 
Fisk,  sen.,  Nov.  26,  1788,  the  home  farm  of 
Nathaniel  Fisk,  jr.,  where  the  latter  died  at 
an  advanced  age.  Mr.  Cook  removed  to  the 
West. 

THADDEUS  COLLINS 
purchased  of  Dea,  David  Merriam,  his  broth- 
er-in-law, June  14,  1788,  for  £50,  50  a:rrs, 
being  the  present  farm  of  Capt.  David  Merri- 
am, then  "  wild  land."  He  sold  this  j  lace  to 
Nathaniel  Harris  for  $600,  Oct.  10,  1793, 
and  removed  to  the  West. 

JABEZ  LYON 

was  from  Woodstock,  Ct.  lie  purchased  of 
Nathaniel  Montague,  May  1,  178*7,  for  £13, 
the  whole  right  of  David  Spofibrd.  embrac- 
ing the  well-known  Lyon  farm.  Here  where 
he  commenced,  he  remained  for  56  years, 
and  until  his  death.  He  had  3  >ons  and 
7  daughters.  The  last  four  of  his  children 
were  born  in  this  town.  The  eldest  of  the 
daughters,  Hannah,  widow  of  Samuel  Capron, 
still  lives  at  her  homestead  with  her  son 
Ch.tuncy.who  has  now  the  possession.  Nan- 
cy, ihe  widow  of  Lyman  Fair,  resided  is 
town  till  18^0,  when  she  removed  to  Indiana, 
Lucy,  the  youngest,  wife  oi  Saaiuel  B.  S{  aui- 
din^,  remains  in  tow  n.  The  other  daughters, 
except  ou»\  Polly,  who  died  single,  all  l-;t 
town  at  different  periods  alter  thc.r  uiar- 
riabe,  as  aLo  did  the  sons. 
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Mr.  Lyon  was  a  uniform  attendant  on 
public  worship,  at  the  Congregational  church; 
»ai  although  he  resided  three  miles  or 
toon  from  the  place  of  meeting,  he  almost 
always  came  on  foot,  doubtless  from  choice, 
asing  a  long  cane  and  wearing  spectacles, 
lie  was  always  sure,  too,  to  be  on  time.  This 
practice  he  continued,  although  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  until  some  time  after  he 
had  passed  his  threescore  years  and  ten. 
He  died,  March  16,  1843,  aged  87.  His  wife 
died,  March  25,  1S37,  aged  SO. 

SOLOMON  TRACY 

was  from  Walpole,  N.  H.  He  purchased  of 
Jedediah  Winslow,  Sept.  9,  1788,  for  £  25,  75 
acres,  joining  on  John  Stiles,  over  the  Creek. 
He  afterwards  purchased  of  Elisha  Strong, 
jr.,  for  £  24,  30  acres,  "part  of  the  farm  John 
Stiles  lives  on."  He  made  several  other 
purchases  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  to 
gome  of  which  he  afterwards  removed.  He 
had  3  sons  and  4  daughters,  all  but  the  eld- 
est were  born  in  this  town. 

JOHN  m'collom 
was  a  native  of  Scotland,  a  soldier  in  Wolfe's 
army.  He  remained  in  this  country  and  set- 
tle 1  at  Stamford,  Ct.,  from  whence  he  came  to 
this  town.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Ptier  June,  and  sister  of  David,  then  of 
Stanford,  by  whom  he  had  5  sons  and  4 
daughters.  He  settled  on  the  lot  since 
known  as  the  Samuel  Gray  farm,  now  in  pos- 
session of  Stephen  June.  This  lot  was  pur- 
chased of  David  June,  by  David  M'Collam, 
eon  of  John,  Sept.  19,  1783,  for  £60,  being 
the  eecond  division  on  David  Power?,  of  106 
acres,  excepting  one  half  of  the  mill  privi- 
lege, and  one  half  of  the  pine  timber  thereon. 
On  the  29th  of  December  after,  David  sold, 
for  £  30,  to  his  father,  50  acres  of  this  pur- 
chase. Mr.  M'Collam  was  a  man  of  strong 
mind,  fond  of  reading,  and  of  extraordinary 
m-mory.  His  familiarity  with  the  Scrip- 
tares  was  such  that  he  was  considered  about 
«}ual  to  a  concordance  in  the  readiness  with 
which  ho  could  refer  to  any  given  passage. 

H<?iry,  the  eldest  son  of  John,  resided  sev- 
en! y.^ars  in  this  town  where  his  two  eldest 
Iron  were  born,  hut  he  removed  to  Pitts- 
'  t  1  nany  years  ago,  where  he  remained  till 
I  '  deatlr.  David,  above  mined,  built  the 
i*w  mitt,  since  known  as  Wood's,  and  now 
m  Junes'  mill,  in  1794,  from  which  time,  a 
mill  has  been  m  operation  there.  David 


M'Collam  wa3  constable  of  the  town  about 
10  years.    He  had  4  sons,  and  3  daughters, 
born  here.      He  went  to  the  West  several 
j  years  ago. 

J     Eli,  another  son  of  John,  died  at  his 
j  homestead,  adjoining  on  the  north  to  the  late 
Edward  Fisk. 

SOLOMON  SOPER 

purchased  of  Jedediah  Winslow,  Dec.  21, 
17S9,  for  £  11,  the  first  division  on  the  right 
of  Nathaniel  Russell,  also  of  the  same,  for 
£32  of  the  Forge,  or  Iron  works  and  priv- 
ileges in  the  village."  Also  of  Philip  Bacon, 
Oct.  29,  1790,  for  £130,  55  acres,  being  part 
of  the  farm  of  the  late  Capt.  Nathaniel  Par- 
menter,  and  where  the  latter  resided  till  his 
death.  He  is  supposed  to  have  come  here  as 
early  as  17S6.  He  had  two  children  born 
here,  the  first,  June  5,  1787.  He  traded  sev- 
eral years,  at  the  village,  near  the  Ivetcii- 
arn  store.    He  left  town. 

PRINCE  SOPER 

came  here  from  Dorset,  wa3  a  brother  of 
Solomon,  and  came  to  town  somewhat  later. 
He  resided  some  years  in  the  village,  in  the 
house  built  by  Joseph  Larkin,  and  standing 
nearly  on  the  site  of  the  present  brick  house 
of  Josiah  Ptossiter.  He  kept  a  tavern  here, 
the  only  one  in  the  village.  He  afterwards 
resided  for  many  years,  and  until  his  death, 
on  a  small  farm  north  of  David  M.  June. 

COL.  JAMES  SAWYER 

came  to  this  town  about  the  year  1790.  He 
was  a  merchant  and  a  man  of  much  enter- 
prise and  intelligence,  had  been,  I  believe,  a 
captain  in  the  United  States  service.  He 
was  twice  chosen  a  selectman,  and  once  town 
clerk,  also,  to  several  trusts  in  town  during 
the  few  years  he  was  a  resident  here.  He 
went  to  Burlington  where  he  remained  till 
his  death.* 

Ho  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter  born 
here.  Both  of  the  sons,  James  Lucius  and 
Frederick  Augustus,  graduated  at  Burling- 
ton college.  • 

REV.  ENOS  BLISS 

purchased  of  IiOrin  Larkin,  Nov.  13,  1792, 
for  £62,  16  shillings,  16\  acres  of  land, 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  south  line  of 
the  street,  leading  from  Lorenzo  Kim  jail's  to 
Samutd  B.  Spaul  ling's  brick  store,  and  em- 
bracing about  that  amouut  of  front  on  the 

•  Seo  Vol.  I.  page  437. 
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north.  He  was  the  tiist  minister  settled  by 
the  Congregational  church  society. 

JESSE  PEOUT. 

was  originally  from  Norwich,  Ct.,  where  hi< 
eldest  child,  a  daughter,  was  born,  May  28, 
1781.  His  next  four  children  were  born  at 
New  Milford,  Ct.,  from  which  latter  place  he 
came  to  this  town  about  the  year  1792.  He 
had  two  sons,  John  and  Sherman,  twins, 
born  here,  June  24,  1793.  John  Trout,  Esq., 
attorney  and  counsellor  at  law  at  Rutland, 
is  a  son  of  John,  above  named.  Mr.  Trout 
was  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  which  business 
he  followed  till  his  death. 

JOSIAH  PARMENTER,  E;Q., 

was  from  Northfield,  Mass.  His  first  pur- 
chase was  of  John  Dodge,  Jan.  27,  1794;  fur 
£  15.  of  one  acre,  in  the  village,  near  Curtis' 
mills.  Also,  of  Hiram  H  or  ton,  Mar.  29, 
1794  ;  for  £  14,  one  acre,  joining  said  Hi- 
ram's home-lot  Also,  from  Daniel  Webb, 
for  £30,  one  acre  with  buildings  thereon. 
The  last  two  purchases  embraced  his  house 
lot. 

He  was  by  trade  a  tanner,  but  relinquish- 
ed it  in-  a  few  years  after  coming  to  this 
town.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Josh- 
ua Field,  Mar.  28,  1797.  She  was  a  niece  of 
the  Robins'  who  were  killed  in  town  by  the 
Indians  in  1777.  He  had  7  daughters  but 
no  sons.  3  daughters  survive  him  and  reside 
here. 

He  was  for  many  years  an  acting  justice 
of  the  peace,  in  which  capacity  he  performed 
a  large  proportion  of  the  buisness,  when 
there  was  much  more  sueing  than  at  this 
day.  He  was  an  upright  magistrate,  shrewd 
and  cautious  in  his  business,  temperate  in  his 
habits. 

CAPT.  NATHAN  PARMENTER 

was  from  Northfield,  Mass.,  and  a  brother  of 
Josiah.  He  was  a  tanner  and  shoemaker, 
which  trades  he  pursued  somewhat  exten- 
sively for  several  years,  most  of  the  time, 
near  the  bridge,  in  the  village.  I  believe 
his  first  works  were  some  50  rods  below  the 
furnace.  He  built  the  two-story  house  in 
the  village,  now  owned  by  N.  T.  Spraguo, 
jr.,  which  was  the  residence,  for  many  years, 
of  the  late  Daniel  Pomeroy,  and  after  him 
of  John  Jackson,  Esq.,  where  the  latter  re- 
sided till  his  death.  It  has  been  familiarly 
known  for  several  years  as  the  Palmer  house. 
There  were  but  8  two-story  houses  in  town 
when  this  v/as  built. 


Capt.  Parmenter  relinquished  the  tanning 
business  many  years  ago,  and  became  a  ?nc- 
cessful  farmer.  He  died  Jan.  15, 1857,  aged  81. 

DANIEL  POMER0Y 

came  here  in  1791.  His  first  purchase  was 
of  John  Curtis,  Dec.  1,  1791,  for  £55,  J  of 
an  acre,  with  a  house,  shop  and  horse-shed 
thereon.  This  was  in  the  village  and  near 
the  falls.  He  also  purchased  water-power 
of  the  same  party  sufficient  for  a  fulling- 
mill,  but  "not  to  injure  the  grist-mill  or 
saw-mill."  He  made  various  other  pur- 
chases in  subsequent  years.  He  was  a  cloth- 
ier by  trade,  which  business  he  pursued  for 
many  years. 

In  1794,  he  was  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  church  here,  and  dur- 
ing his  life  was  most  exemplary  and  efficient 
in  that  denomination. 

He  was  town  clerk  4  years,  from  1811  to 
1814  inclusive,  and  representative  to  the 
General  Assembly  4  years,  from  1823  to 
1826. 

He  was  a  man  of  moderate  talents,  but 
of  good  common  sense  and  undoubted  in- 
tegrity. 

He  had  6  sons  and  3  daughters,  all  chil- 
dren by  his  first  wife,  he  having  been  twice 
married.    He  died  April  7,  1343,  aged  73. 

SOLOMON  IIINE3 

was  from  Greenwich,  Mass.  He  purchased 
of  James  McGregor,  Jan.  27,  1795,  for  £360, 
the  governor's  lot,  so  called,  of  500  acres. 
Also  of  Willard  Seaton,  the  21th  of  April 
following,  for  £2v'01  162J  acres,  on  sev- 
eral rights.  Mr.  limes  built  the  first  mills, 
since  called  Brezee's  mills,  where  he  met 
with  a  fall,  which  was  supposed  to  be  the 
cause  of  his  death  the  following  year.  He 
was  a  man  of  enterprise,  and  gave  promise 
of  being  a  useful  inhabitant  of  the  town, 
.but  was  suddenly  cut  oil,  after  a  brief  resi- 
dence, April  28,  1798,  aged  48. 

BENAJAH  DOUGLAS,  ESQ., 

is  supposed  to  have  been  a  nattvo  of  Han- 
cock, Mass.,  as  four  of  his  elder  children 
were  born  there.  lie  came  to  this  town 
from  Billston,  N.  Y  ,  in  1795;  purchased  of 
Capt.  Nathan  Daniels,  for  the  consideration 
of  £625,  several  tracts  of  land,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  390  acres,  including  the 
Douglas  farm,  since  known  as  tiie  Blackmer 
farm,  deed  dated  July  23,  1795. 

He  was  much  in  public  business  for  the 
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Gr*l  15  years  of  his  residence  in  town,  hav- 
is»  beon  chosen  five  times  during  that  period 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly, and  as  many  times  a  selectman  ;  he  was 
ftUo  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years. 
He  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  that 
church  in  this  town. 

He  was  a  man  of  much  self-confidence  and 
buoyancy  of  spirits — was  always  ready  in 
meetings,  "open  to  remarks,"  with  a  "word  of 
exhortation  at  least;  indeed  he  was  rather  giv- 
en to  "much  speaking."  He  had  a  vein  of 
humor  which  he  did  not  always  restrain 
within  due  bounds.  On  one  occasion  he  ex- 
hibited a  specimen  of  irony  which  greatly 
amused  many  of  his  hearers.  This  was  at  a 
union  meeting  of  different  denominations  of 
Christians.  One  of  the  speakers  who  had  the 
reputation  of  being  uncommonly  bigoted  in 
his  views,  had  dwelt  with  much  earnestness 
on  the  virtue  of  charity  toward  all  true 
Christians,  &c,  and  closed  by  saying  that 
whatever  might  be  his  other  failings,  he 
could  claim  fur  himself  to  be  a  man  of  chari- 
ty toward  Christians  of  all  denominations ; 
which  last  remark  produced  a  good  many 
wry  faces.  Mr.  D.  immediately  rose,  and 
a-  it  was  his  habit  when  speaking  to  stand 
with  his  face  a  little  upturned,  and' when 
pausing  between  sentences,  to  drop  his  chin 
rftghtly,  he  now  excited  attention  immediate- 
ly by  looking  directly  to  the  floor,  when  he 
commenced  by  saying,  in  substance,  that 
mankind  he  had  thought  differed  about  as 
much  in  their  characters  and  dispositions  as 
t!  did  in  their  looks.  Some  were  cheerful, 
others  sad;  some  looked  on  the  bright  side, 
while  others  were  in  the  habit  of  looking  on 
the  dark  side  of  everything;  others  again 
were  of  a  light  and  trifling  make  ;  but  Chris- 
tians he  thought  should  always  appear  to  be 
lerious  minded,  carefully  avoiding  all  levity 
»n  their  life  and  conversation;  that  for  his 
J-art  he  claimed  to  be  a  man  of  sobriety. 
Those  who  knew  the  parties  understood  well 
Ui«  design  of  the  latter,  and  enjoyed  the 
ke<  n  though  just  rebuke. 

Ha  had  nine  children;  the  first  four  were 
Wn  at  Hancock,  Mass.  Tho  next  two  at 
i  *.on,  N.  Y.';  and  the  last  three  at  Brau- 
■  i,  a,  noticed  under  the  head  of  births, 
ij  ;  <:'.  \--t  son  was  Stephen  Arnold,  a  phy- 
W  •  Mi,  who  had  poor  health  for  several 
y**w,  by  reason  of  which  he  practiced  but 


little  in  his  profession.  He  died  instantly 
and  without  premonition,  on  the  first  day  of 
July,  1813,  aged  31,  while  sitting  in  his 
chair  and  holding  an  infant  son,  born  the 
23d  day  of  April  before.  That  son  was  Steph- 
en A.  Douglas,  the  well  known  senator  of 
the  United  States. 

In  his  person,  Esq.  D.  was  scarcely  of 
middling  height,  large  head  and  body,  with 
short  neck  and  limbs.  As  a  neighbor  he 
was  much  esteemed  for  his  kind  and  accom- 
modating disposition.  He  was  married  a 
2d  time  late  in  life,  and  died  Oct.  2,  1829, 
aged  69. 

JOSHUA  BASC01I 

purchased  of  Solomon  Hines,  Sept.  20,  1795, 
tor  £  140,  100  acres  of  land,  being  part  of 
the  "Governor's  lot."  Mr.  B.  was  first  to 
commence  on  this  place,  and  was  killed  by 
the  fall  of  a  tree  which  he  was  chopping, 
June  15,  1797,  aged  28.  His  widow  married 
the  Rev.  Increase  Graves,  of  Bridport.  This 
farm  was  afterwards  sold  to  Dea.  Asa  Black- 
mer,  then  of  Pittsford,  (Oct.  4,  1805),  who 
occupied  it  till  he  purchased  the  Douglas 
farm.    It  is  now  owned  by  Jesse  Hines. 

ZEPHAXIAH  HACK, 

from  Greenwich,  Mass.,  purchased  of  Solo- 
mon Hines,  Dec.  2,  1795,  for  £100,  125 
acres,  being  part  of  the  Governor's  lot,  ex- 
cepting the  mill  (Brezee's)  privilege.  Here 
Mr.  Hack  continued  until  his  death,  July 
22,  1847,  aged  83. 

ARZA  TRACT 
was  from  Hampton,  Ct..  where  he  married 
Eunice,  daughter  of  Samuel  Cutler,  brother 
of  Amos,  and  came  to  this  town  about  1795. 
He  had  2  sons  and  2  daughters  j  the  last- 
three  of  his  children  were  born  in  this  town. 
He  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  a  worthy 
man,  and  was  at  the  head  of  his  calling  in 
that  day.  His  wife's  mother  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Simonds,  Esq. 

SALMON  FAR  R,  SEN., 

came  from  Leicester  to  this  town.  His  first 
purchase  was  of  Nathaniel  Sheldon,  Feb.  25, 
1796,  for  £320,  100  acres,  comprising  the 
Farr  farm,  now  in  possession  of  Pascal  Gibba. 
Sheldon  was  the  first  to  commence  on  this 
place.  Mr.  Farr  made  additional  purchases 
at  subsequent  times.  He  died  Jan.  13,  1j>31, 
aged  77. 

SILAS  KEKLFR 

was  last  from  Chittenden.     He  obtained  a 
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lease  Sept.  23,  1796,  of  Hiram  Horton,  James  I 
Sawyer  and  Moses  Barnes,  selectmen  of  the  ] 
first  division  on  the  Propagation  right — 100 
acres,  for  the  term — "  as  long  as  wood 
grows  or  water  runs."  Here  he  resided  till 
his  death,  August  16,  1845,  aged  73.  He 
married  Experience,  daughter  of  Timothy 
Goodnow,  by  whom  he  had  10  children ;  7 
sons  and  3  daughters.  His  wife  died  Sept. 
3,  1843,  aged  66. 

SETH  HEELER 

came  from  Chittenden  about  the  year  1796. 
He  was  a  hatter,  by  trade,  and  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Dea.  David  Merriam. 
He  was  three  times  married ;  the  first  time 
to  Fanny,  daughter  of  Rulus  Carver,  and 
grand-daughter  of  Capt.  Jonathan  Carver, 
by  whom  he  had  9  children,  (and  one  by  a 
second  marriage.)  His  eldest,  Seth  Harrison, 
graduated  at  Middlebury  College,  and  at 
Andover,  and  has  been  long  settled  as  pas- 
tor of  a  Congregational  church  in  Maine. 
His  subsequent  marriages  are  elsewhere 
noticed.    He  died  Sept.  13,  1S50,  aged  74. 

DEA.  JOHN  ABNOLD 

came  from  Clarendon.  He  purchased  of 
Abner  Buckland,  60  acres, — part  of  the 
"Arnold  hollow,"  for  £220,  deed  dated 
Feb.  6,  1798. 

Dea.  Arnold  once  represented  the  town, 
was  a  selectman  and  for  several  years  a  jus- 
tice of  peace.  He  was  deacon  of  the  Bap- 
tist church.    He  died  May  9,  1829,  aged  68. 

CALEB  ARNOLD, 

brother  of  John,  purchased  of  Abner  Buck- 
land,  for  £300,  110  acre3  adjoining  his 
brother  John,  and  comprising  the  "Arnold 
hollow."    His  deed  is  dated  Nov.  25,  1SG0. 

NATHANIEL  HARRIS 

purchased  of  Thaddeus  Collins,  Oct.  10, 
1798.  for  000,  60  acres,  the  present  farm  of 
Capt.  David  Merriam. 

The  most  remarkable  mortality  that  has 
ever  been  known  in  Brandon  occurred  in 
this  family.  The  cases  were  as  follows: 
Sarah,  died  July  12,  1803,  aged  2]  years, 
Rebecca,  July  17,  aged  6  years,  these  died 
of  dysentery;  May  2,  1S05,  Matilda,  a^ed 
10;  May  4,  Nabby,  16;  May  9,  Lucinda, 
13;  May  21,  Otis,  19.  The  last  four  died  of 
scarlet  fever,  and,  as  s^en,  with  in  19  days  of 
each  other. 

Richard,  a  son,  traded  several  years  in 


the  village,  and  until  his  death.  His  store 
was  on  the  site  of  the  present  dwelling-house 
of  Mrs.  Dr.  Merriam.  His  widow  resides  in 
the  village  with  her  son-in-law,  Dr.  C.  L. 
Case. 

EEV.  EBENEZER  HEBAED 

commenced  preaching  as  candidate  for  settle- 
ment by  the  Congregational  church  and  so- 
ciety, May  12,  1799,  and  was  ordained  Jan. 
1,  1800.  He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary talents,  for,  without  a  liberal  education, 
he  sustained  himself  as  preacher  and  pastor 
for  more  than  21  years,  and  until  within  the 
last  few  years,  much  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
people,  and  it  was  not  on  account  of  any 
waning  of  his  gifts  as  a  preacher  that  he 
was  dismissed,  but  from  other  causes. 

He  was  a  man  of  strong  passions,  ardent 
in  his  friendships,  and  implacable  toward 
his  supposed  enemies.  In  the  latter  category 
he  was  prone  to  include  those  who  did  not 
readily  accord  with  his  own  views  in  mere 
matters  of  expediency  in  relation  to  church 
affairs.  lie  was,  unfortunately,  too  much 
inclined  to  the  exercise  of  prelatical  powers 
rather  than  those  that  pertain  to  the  pastor- 
ate of  a  Congregational  church.  A  single 
case  may  be  mentioned  as  an  illustration. 
A  labor  was  commenced  with  him  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Church,  growing  out  of  a  dispute 
between  them  as  to  the  line  of  their  lands, 
which  adjoined.  When  the  complaint  was* 
presented  to  the  church,  the  usual  vote  was 
called  for,  as  to  whether  the  complaint 
should  be  received,  "  when  there  appeared  a 
tie ;  the  moderator  then  gave  the  casting/ 
vote  in  the  negative,  so  it  was  voted  not  to 
receive  the  labor."  The  record  from  which 
I  quote  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  moder- 
ator, who  was  himself  the  party  to  the 
complaint.  Of  the  merits  of  the  complaint 
I  know  nothing. 

It  is  due  to  his  memory,  however,  to  say, 
that  the  church  was  greatly  prospered  and 
increased' during  the  earlier  part  of  his  min- 
istry, and  but  for  the  peculiar  traits  in  his 
character  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and 
which  became  more  and  more  prominent 
during  the  last  years  of  his  ministry  here, 
his  connection  with  that  church,  long  as  it 
had  been,  would  probably  have  continued 
many  years.  Ho  was  dismissed  by  mutual 
council,  of  which  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  A. 
Merrill,  D.D.,  was  moderator,  and  the  Hon. 
Samuel  Swift,  scribe,  Sept.  7,  1821. 
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la  his  person,  Mr.  Hehard  was  tall,  stout 
built,  and  of  dark  complexion.  He  was 
Ooce  returning  from  a  store  in  the  village, 
where  he  had  been  at  an  early  hour  in  the 
morning  to  procure  a  broom,  when  passing 
(J  ,  the  miller,  with  whom  he  occasion- 
ally exchanged  a  joke,  the  latter  saluted 
him  with — "  good  morning,  Mr.  Hebard,  you 
have  had  good  luck  to  sell  'em  all  out  but 
one  so  early  in  the  morning."  This  was  an 
allusion  to  his  color,  as  Indians  occasionally 
Bold  brooms  in  the  place. 

He  went  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  where  he 
died. 

ELAM  GILBEBT 

came  to  this  town  toward  the  close  of  the 
last  century.  He  resided  for  a  time  on  the 
south  side  of  the  creek,  and  also  in  the  vil- 
lage. He  had  3  sons  and  one  daughter  born 
in  town.  The  eldest,  Lyman,  was  born  June 
13,  1798,  graduated  at  Middlebury  College, 
and  at  Andover  ;  was  settled  as  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  church  at  West  Newton, 
Mass,  in  1S23,  received  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Divinity  in  1S50.  He  married  Marian, 
daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  William  Jackson 
of  Newton,  formerly,  and  for  several  years, 
member  of  Congress  from  that  district. 

WALTER  SESSIONS 

came  to  town  about  the  year  *  .  He 

first  settled  on  the  farm  now  in  possession  of 
John  McConnell,  whose  dwelling-house  for- 
merly stood  some  40  rods  north-east  from  its 
present  site,  on  the  old  stage-road,  as  orisi- 
nally  laid  and  travelled  by  Mr.  Schofield's 
and  Capt.  Gilberts.  When  the  road  was 
changed  to  jiearly  a  straight  line  from  Dea. 
Mutt's  to  the  saw-mills,  as  it  now  runs,  Mr. 
S.  moved  and  fitted  up  the  present  house  for 
a  tavern,  which  he  kept  as  such  for  several 
years.  Said  some  one  to  Uncle  Walter,  "you 
have  probably  drank  a  barrel  of  rum." 
''Good  G — d,"  replied  be,  "say  that  meeting- 
house fall/' 

Ho  was  the  next  postmaster,  (after  the 
death  of  Capt.  Gilbert,  who  was  the  first  to 
hold  the  office  in  town),  until  the  location 
was  changed  to  the  village,  previous  to 
vrhich  time  Mr.  S.  kept  the  office  at  this 
bouse. 

He  dealt  for  a  time,  and  somewhat  largely, 
>:*  C  ittle,  purchasing  droves  for  the  Canada 

*  I'r«Ubly  before  1800.  See  notice  of  Steams'  E aai- 
Uj—  i  d. 


and  other  markets.  He  finally,  at  an  ad- 
vanced age,  went  to  Western  New  York,  to 
reside  with  a  son,  where  he  died. 

JONATHAN  STEARNS,  SEN., 

was  from  Hardwick,  Mass.  He  came  here 
early  in  the  present  century  ;  and  although 
a  little  later  than  the  period  to  which  it  was 
intended  to  limit  these  personal  notices,  in- 
cluding those  only  who  were  residents  here 
before  the  close  of  the  last  century  ;  still, 
the  peculiar  manner  of  his  death,  and  that 
of  his  wife  would  seem  to  justify  this  depar- 
ture from  the  rule.  Mr.  S.  resided  on  the 
farm,  adjoining  on  the  south,  to  Sugar  Hol- 
low, his  house  standing  on  the  north  side  of 
the  road  leading  from  Sugar  Hollow  to 
Brandon  Village,  and  long  occupied  since, 
and  until  his  death,  by  Daniel  Noyes.  Mr. 
Stearns  and  his  wife  were  the  first  two  case3 
of  what  was  commonly  termed  the  1  winter 
fever,'  that  dreadful  epidemic  of  1812-13, 
which  was  so  extensively  fatal,  especially  to 
the  adnlt  portion  of  its  subjects.  They  were 
attacked,  however,  in  April,  1812,  and  with 
symptoms  precisely  like  those  which  attended 
the  cases  when  the  disease  first  appeared  as 
an  epidemic,  in  Dec.  after.  They  both  died — ■ 
Mr.  S.  the  7th,  and  Mrs.  S.  the  11th  of  April 
— and  within  about  3  days  of  their  attack. 
These  were  the  only  cases  of  the  kind  that 
occurred  in  this  town,  until  the  month  of 
December  following,  when  it  prevailed  and 
was  extensively  fatal  for  about  4  months. 
Their  death  was  deeply  lamented,  not  only 
by  their  family  but  by  their  neighbors,  and 
those  who  had  become  acquainted  with  them. 

MAJOR  JONATHAN  STEARNS, 

long  known  and  much  respected  as  a  mer- 
chant and  manufacturer  of  extensive  busi- 
ness at  Malone,  N.  Y.,  is  a  son.  He  went 
there  from  this  town  while  in  his  minority, 
carrying  his  effects  in  a  pack,  and  on  foot, 

A  daughter  of  Mr.  Stearns,  sister  of  the 
above,  was  the  wife  of  the  late  Paul  Field. 
She  died  Sept.  8,  1851,  aged  61.  Mr.  Field 
died  from  an  injury  by  the  hook  of  an  ox, 
Oct.  21,  1834,  aged  55.  They  left  3  sons  and 
4  daughters,  the  latter  all  married.  Three 
of  them  the  wives  of  Messrs.  S.  D.  Wing, 
John  Barker,  and  Alfred  Knapp.  Two  of 
the  sons,  Stearns  J.  and  Paul  Burgess,*  have 

*  Paul  Burgess  retains  the  farm  of  his  father,  hut 
|  resides  with  liis  lamily  at  Br.-utdou  village,    tiearps  J., 
also  now  married,  ln-t  purchased  tue  late  I'ord  placo 
l  where  he  uow  resides. — jtki, 
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for  a  few  years  past  been  largely  engaged  id 
the  lumbering  business,  at  the  West.  The 
other  son,  George,  resided  in  Whiting. 

JOHN  LULL 

commenced  on  the  farm  now  comprising  a 
part  of  the  present  homestead  of  Butler  A. 
Goodrich.  He  married  Deborah,  daughter 
of  Dea.  Jedediah  Winslow,  by  whom  he  had 
several  children.  He  and  lus  wife  both  died 
here.   His  children  emigrated  to  the  West. 

[It  is  fitting  that  some  notice  of  the  writer 
of  this  history  should  here  be  inserted,  and 
the  following "  biographical  sketch  is  con- 
densed from  an  elaborate  paper,  read  by  Rev. 
Beniice  D.  Ames,  A.  M.,  before  the  Vermont 
Historical  Society,  at  its  special  meeting  in 
Burlington,  Jan.  22,  18G2.] 

HON.  ANDERSON  GREEN  DANA,  31.  D.,  LL.  D., 

was  born  Sept.  17,  1791,  at  the  homestead 
called  Oak  Hill,  in  that  part  of  Cambridge 
which  now  constitutes  the  town  of  Newton, 
Mass.  His  father  was  Rev.  Nathan  Dana,  a 
Baptist  clergyman  of  such  liberal  views, 
that,  on  one  occasion,  he  received  the  holy 
communion  with  a  Methodist  church;  and 
when  he  was  called  to  account  for  the  irregu- 
larity, he  would  only  confess  that  "  if  he  had 
grieved  his  brethren,  he  was  sorry  for  it." 

After  preaching  many  years  in  Massachu- 
setts, he  accepted  a  call  to  the  ministry  in  this 
State,  and  brought  with  him  an  estimable 
wife,  with  the  younger  members  of  his  fam- 
ily, among  whom  was  the  subject  of  this 
notice. 

When  18  years  of  age,  young  Dana  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine,  and  having 
passed  through  the  usual  preliminary  course 
of  study,  in  October,  1512,  he  entered  upon 
the  annual  course  of  lectures  at  the  Philadel- 
phia Medical  Colleee,  winch  then  numbered 
among  its  professors  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  Dr. 
Philip  Syng  Physic.  Dr.  Barton,  and  others 
of  almost  equal  celebrity.  He  left  Philadel- 
phia in  the  following  February,  and  visited 
the  hospitals  in  Boston,  to  acquire  a  practi- 
cal knowledge  of  surgery.  Returning  to 
this,  his  adopted  State,  he  commenced  prac- 
tice with  Dr.  Green,  in  the  spring  of  1813. 

In  July,  1813,  according  to  the  custom  of 
those  times,  he  was  publicly  examined  and 
licensed  by  the  "First  Medical  Society  of 
Vermont,"  located  at  Rutland,  at  which  time 
he  read  a  dissertation  on  "Injuries  of  the 
Head."  When  the  Vermont  Medical  Societv 
was  incorporated  on  the  6th  of  November 
following,  Dr.  Dana  was  one  of  those  named 
in  the  act  of  incorporation.  Of  ibis  society 
he  was  elected  president,  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing in  1813,  and  re-elected  in  181.4,  on  winch 
occasion  he  delivered  an  address. 

lie  was  several  times  appointed  delegate 
of  this  society  to   the  American  Medical 


Association,  of  which  body  he  was  made  a 
permanent  member,  at  its  annual  meeting  in 
Boston,  in  1849.  He  was  repeatedly  ap- 
pointed a  Counsellor  of  Rutland  County  and 
delegate  to  Castleton  Medical  College;  and 
on  the  organization  of  a  hospital  department 
of  that  college,  was  chosen  its  first  president. 
In  1830,  he  received  the  honorary  degree  of 
M.  D.  from  Middlebury  College. 

On  the  11th  of  Aug.,  1816.  Dr.  Dana  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  A.  Fuller,  daughter  o:  Roger 
Fuller,  Esq.,  of  Brandon,  and  a  descendant 
of  one  of  the  Pilgrims  of  the  "Mayiiower," 
whose  literary  productions  have  also  associ- 
ated her  name  with  the  poetical  writers  of 
her  sex. 

Mr.  Dana  brought  to  the  profession  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  a  mind  of  rare 
abilities,  whose,  quick  perceptions,  yet  calm 
and  careful  judgments,  Were  recognized  in 
the  most  trying  emergencies.  His  presence 
at  the  bedside  of  the  sick  gave  that  kind  of 
satisfaction  which  perfect  confidence  inspires. 
— often  kindling  hopes  winch  his  practised 
eye  could  not  encourage,  but  meeting  the  just, 
expectations  of  others  with  all  the  aid  winch 
human  skill  ami  sympathy  could  afford. 

In  his  intercourse  with  his  medical  breth- 
ren, whom  he  often  met  in  consultation,  he 
observed  the  usual  courtesies  with  an  instinc- 
tive deiicacv,  as  free  from  conventional  re- 
straint as  it  was  from  all  appearance  of  os- 
tentation. There  was  an  intelligence  and 
sobriety  in  his  proceedings  befitting  tie:-  grav- 
est occasions,  accompanied  by  a  naturalness 
and  evident  good  will  which  served  to  disarm 
all  rivalry,  and  win  the  friendship,  as  well  as 
confidence,  of  his  associates. 

But  he  was  a  man  of  varied  acquirements 
in  other  departments  than  those  \  .-ruining 
to  his  profession.  And  his  infiuence  upon 
the  legislation  and  politics  of  the  State,  and 
upon  all  public  measures  affecting  the  welfare 
of  the  people,  was  wisely  exerted  and  widely 
felt. 

As  a  recoenition  of  his  scholarship,  he  re- 
ceived from  Middlebury  College, in  I860,  the 
honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws. 

He  often  presided  over  public  meetings; 
and,  as  a  speaker,  could  secure  the  attention 
of  an  audience  upon  any  subp-et  lie  ciu»se  to 
discuss.  Entering  directly  upon  it*  merits, 
he  would  proceed  with  logical  precision,  apt 
illustration,  or  amusing  anecdote,  and,  when 
occasion  required,  by  a  reference  to  author- 
ities and -an  appeal  to  facts,  winch  no  one 
would  venture  to  dispute  who  knew  the  ac- 
curac3r  of  his  memory. 

This  facility  m  speaking  did  not  tend  to 
remove  a  natural  distaste  for  writing;  and 
although  a  good  correspondent,  and  for  many 
years  an  occasional  contributor  to  the  press, 
he  wroie  but  few  addresses,  'fi....  fcfost  of 
these  was  written  for  the  Agricultural  Fair 
held  in  Brandon  some  five  years,  ago.  Owing 
to  his  illness  at  the  time,  it  was  read  to  the 
So.-wtv  by  Judge  June,  and  after  warda 
printed. 

Originally  educated  in  the  Federal  school 


BRANDON. 


461 


of  politics,  ho  acted  with  the  Whig  party, 
subsequently,  in  a  more  restricted  sense, 
with  the  Republicans ;  considering  that  these 
parties  had  inherited,  in  succession,  the  gen- 
eral spirit  and  policy  of  the  "  fathers,"  and 
especially  that  they  were  more  conservative 
than  their  political  opponents. 

He  was  a  politician  in  the  proper  sense 
and  of  the  most  unselfish  kind;  actuated  by 
no  personal  interests,  and  adopting  opinions 
whose  wisdom  and  consistency  were  sustained 
even  amid  adverse  popular  currents,  with  a 
steadiness  and  devotion  worthy  of  an  enlight- 
ened patriotism. 

Probably,  he  was  never  an  applicant  for 
office,  and  only  twice  a  candidate  for  the 
suffrages  of  his  fellow-citizens — in  1840  and 
L>  11— when  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
S-mate.  On  entering  that  body,  his  famil- 
iarity with  legislative  proceedings  enabled 
him  to  take  a  leading  part  in  the  business 
and  debates  of  the  two  sessions  which  he  at- 
tended. 

In  person  he  was  tall  and  well-propor- 
tional; and  such  was  the  strength  of  his 
constitution,  that  "his  physical  and  mental 
endurance  were  almost  inexhaustible."  He 
was  generally  buoyant  in  spirit,  and  digni- 
fied, though  cordial,  in  manner. 

In  1853,  Dr.  Dana  was  seized  with  an  or- 
ganic affection  of  the  heart,  which  suddenly 
prostrated  him  to  apparent  death.  He  had 
been  spending  a  few  hours  in  Castleton,  and, 
about  to  return,  was  walking  rather  hastily 
at  the  time,  in  company  with  Dr.  Goldsmith, 
to  take  the  cars.  The  immediate  use  of 
remedies  restored  him  to  consciousness ;  and 
although  his  death  was  announced  by  tele- 
graph, he  was  able  to  reach  home  the  follow- 
ing day. 

This  attack  was  followed  by  several  others; 
and  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  all  active 
practice  to  his  associate,  Dr.  Olin  G.  Dyer, 
to  adopt  an  abstemious  diet,  avoid  physical 
exercise,  except  that  of  riding  in. pleasant 
weather;  and  to  suppress  all  mental  excite- 
ments and  emotions  tending  to  increase  the 
action  of  the  heart. 

He  was,  however,  for  some  years,  President 
of  the  Rutland  and  Addison  County  Insur- 
ance Company ;  and  he  afterwards  collected 
a  large  amount  of  material,  and  had  nearly 
written  a  history  of  Brandon,  embracing  all 
the  priginal  grants  and  grantees,  the  organ- 
ization of  churches  and  schools,  and  notices 
of  more  than  one  hundred  of  the  pioneers 
who  settled  there  prior  to  the  year  1800. 
In  several  departments,  this  history  is  more 
elaborate  and  complete  than  the  history  of 
any  other  town  in  Vermont  which  I  have 
yet  Poen. 

During  the  period  of  comparative  retire- 
ment above  referred  to,  his- mind  was  unim- 
paired and  cheerful,  though  perfectly  aware 
of  his  critical  condition.  He  had  long  been 
»  consistent  member  of  the  Congregational 
h;  and  though  for  the  last  8  years 
*»ni  ttt  entirely  prevented  from  attending 
Kioetmgs  of  any  kind,  his  religious  character 


grew  brighter,  and  his  experience  more  ab- 
sorbing. 

Always  disposed  to  bear  his  own  troubles 
quietly,  he  now  appeared  patient  in  suffering, 
peculiarly  affectionate  in  manner,  and  en- 
couraging to  others,  as  their  solicitude  for 
him  increased. 

Probably  the  last  few  years  were  really  the 
happiest  of  his  mature  life.  He  was  disposed 
to  overlook  the  failures,  and  magnify  the 
kindnesses  of  others  ;  and  as  he  got  into  such 
harmony  with  all  the  world  as  wouid  tend 
to  increase  its  attractions,  he  seemed  the  more 
prepared  and  willing  to  leave  it. 

He  met  his  death  on  the  20th  of  Aug., 
1861,  after  an  illness  of  three  days,  perfectly 
conscious  of  every  stage  of  its  approach,  yet 
free  from  alarm, — with  the  simplicity  of  a 
child,  and  the  assured  hope  of  the  Christian. 

A  large  concourse  of  people  attended  his 
funeral  obsequies,  on  which  occasion  Rev. 
Dr.  Child,  of  Castleton,  officiated,  assisted  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Thomas,  of  Brandon. 


poEirs 

BY  MRS.  E.  A.  DANA,  WIFE  OF  THE  LATF.  DR.  A.  G.  DA5A. 

A  pleasant  volume,  12mo.  160  pp.,  of  Mrs. 
Dana's  poems  has  been  published  under  the 
title  "Gathered  Leaves" — Cambridge:  Pri- 
vate edition,  1S64. 


THREESCORE  YEARS. 

"To  one  who  gained  my  heart  and  hand, 
To  whom  my  life  for  life  was  given, — 

One,  by  who>e  side  on  earth  I  stand, 
By  whom  I  hope  to  stand  in  heaven." 

That  stately  form  and  manly  brow, 

The  clear  gray  eye  imbued  with  thought, 

An  intellect  as  lofty,  show 
With  philosophic  interest  fraught. 

Commanding,  dignified,  and  firm, 
With  native  eloquence  endowed, 

And  patriotic  fervor  warm 

That  to  corruption  never  bowed. 

Age  hath  not  stamped  its  signet  yet, 
Nor  bowed  with  feebleness  that  form ; 

But  the  mountain  pine,  though  firmly  set, 
Must  yield  its  glory  to  the  storm. 

The  silvery  threads  are  shining  now 
Amid  those  ebon  locks  of  thine  ; 

And  on  thy  check  and  on  thy  brow 
Is  pencil'd  many  a  thoughtful  line. 

Life's  morning  sun  our  shadows  blent, 
\\  hen  all  the  streams  to  eastward  run; 

Lo,  now  the  river's  course  is  bent 
To  swell  the  tide  of  setitng  sun. 

Yon  sunny  hills  we  quickly  passM 

And  stood  upon  the  midland  height  ; 
Henceforth  our  shadows,  backward  cast, 
'  Will  lengthen  till  they  blend  in  night, 
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Together  we  this  path  have  trod, 
In  joy  and  sorrow,  hope  and  fear, — 

Through  changing  scenes  and  seasons  stood 
By  the  same  cradle,  font,  and  bier. 

The  olive  plants  around  our  board 
Have  blossom'd  into  summer  bloom; 

Oh,  maj'  the  promise  they  afford 
Ripen  rich  fruit  to  deck  our  tomb. 

Some  drooped,  'tis  true,  at  morning  tide, 
And  were  transplanted  to  the  skies  ; 

And  some,  alas,  may  ill  abide 

The  blasting  winds  that  round  as  rise. 

Ah,  few  who  left  with  us  the  bowers 
Of  childhood,  linger  on  the  way: 

Some  fell  to  sleep  among  the  flowers, 
And  some  on  lonely  hill-sides  lay. 

Perchance  a  few  more  suns  may  set, 
A  few  more  moons  may  wax  and  wane, 

When  we  who  journey  onward  yet, 
Shall  close  our  part  in  life's  refrain. 

And,  as  thy  westering  sum  declines, 
Oh,  may  its  light  so  purely  glow 

That,  while  thy  pathway  it  defines, 
With  steps  unwavering  thou  shalt  go. 

And  I  will  lift  my  prayer  to  Him 
Who  listens  to  each  humble  cry, 

To  fill  with  blessings,  to  the  brim, 

Thy  cup  on  earth,  thy  crown  on  high. 


TO  MY  MOTHER* 

Dear  Mother,  worn  and  weary  now, 

Calm  be  thy  rest  at  even-tide, 
Where  deep  and  still  the  waters  flow, 

Nearing  the  ocean  vast  and  wide. 

The  morning  fields  are  far  away 

Where  childhood  left  its  foot-prints  light, 

And  the  sunny  hills  seem  dim  and  grey 
That  youthful  memories  paint  so  bright.  v 

But  thou  canst  see  them  though  afar. 

And  trace  the  long  and  winding  way 
Whose  rouchness  cost  thee  many  a  scar, 
Whose  storms  have  bleached  thy  hair  so  grey. 

Those  silvery  locks  were  waving  brisht 
And  burnished  like  the  raven's  plume, 

No  maiden's  eye  flashed  purer  light, 
No  maiden's  cheek  wore  richer  bloom. 

A  form  and  elejrancc  of  mein 

That  grace  and  dignity  bestow; 
Meet  channels  these  where  many  a  stream 

Of  life's  sweet  sympathies  may  flow. 

Lovely  and  lofty  traits  were  there, 

Self-facrifuit!:;,  true  and  kind; 
The  wife's  devotion,  Mothers's  care 

By  faith  and  love  to  God  refined. 

[*  Mm.  Rachel  F.  Fuller,  one  of  the  oldest  inhabi- 
tants of  Brandon,  for  whom  her  daughter,  Mr*.  D.inu, 
wrote  this  tribute  of  affection  on  her  U2d  birthday 
which  occurred  a  few  days  before  her  death. — Ed.] 


But  scattered  all  along  the  ground 

Are  hopes  that  once  were  towering  high, 

And  there  is  many  a  grassy  mound 
Where  fond  affections  buried  lie. 

Where  childhood's  sunny  hours  flew  part 
Thy  Mother's  lowly  bed  Was  made, 

And  where  thy  youthful  lot  was  cast 
Thy  Father  in  the  church-yard  laid. 

,  He,  who  should  slumber  at  thy  side 

Sleeps  by  the  Merrimac's  bright  wave, 
And  many  a  time  thy  heart  hath  died 
Within  thee,  o'er  some  loved  ones'  graTe, 

But,  though  thine  eyes  he  dim  with  tears 
Canst  thou  not  see  a  heavenly  hand; 

That  strengthened  thee  so  many  years 
And  led  thee  through  this  weary  land  f 

Though  many  a  pane  our  follies  cost 
And  fear  and  sorrow  have  been  thine, 

Still  not  one  prayer  or  tear  is  lost 
Laid  on  a  pitying  Saviour's  shrine. 

I  bless  thee,  Mother,  for  the  care 
That  never  faltered  on  the  way, 

That  tausrht  my  infant  lips  the  prayer 
And  offers  thine  for  me  each  day. 

I  bless  thee,  for  the  love  untold 
Whose  fountains  never  ceased  to  play, 

Whose  depths  have  never  yet  grown  cold. 
Whose  streams  have  gladdened  all  my  way. 

Dear  Mother,  thou  art  almost  home, 
Thy  Father's  house  almost  in  sight, 

And  from  its  towers  through  all  the  gloom 
Come  rays  reflectiug  Heaven's  own  light. 

Some  of  our  number  wait  u«  there, 
Those  grassy  mounds  are  sunken  low, 

And  what  lias  earth  of  good,  or  fair, 
To  tempt  our  feet  to  linger  so  ? 

God  bless  thoe,  Mother,  and  be-tow 
Sweet  peace  on  all  thy  days  to  come, 

And  gently  may  the  waters  flow 
That  bear  thee  to  a  heavenly  home. 


GUARDIAN  SPIRITS. 

"  Are  they  not  all  mitiisterimr  spirits,  «ent  forth  to 
minister  to  them  that  shall  be  he;rs  of  salvation ) 
Hebrews  i.  14. 

Do  ye  come  in  the  hush  of  the  twilight  hour, 
When  the  fire  in  the  west  grows  dim, 

Your  footsteps  thrilling  our  heart-strings  o'er 
Like  some  floating  angel-hymn 

When  the  moonbeam  silvers  the  frosted  pane, 
When  the  night  and  the  morning  meet  ? 

Or  the  eaves  are  dripping  with  summer  rain, 
And  the  clover  bells  are  sweet? 

But  come  with  the  light  of  the  spirit  land, 

Wherever  Times'  shadow  descends; 
It  is  blessed  to  lean  on  the  unseen  hand 

Our  heavenly  Father  6ends. 
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Com*  with  sweet  thoughts  from  the  world  abovo, 

Whure  Christ  and  the  holy  ones  are; 
Cb,  whi«per  some  message  from  those  we  love! 

Do  they  not  remember  us  there? 

Could  we  catch  one  gleam  of  your  shining  hair, 

On*  look  in  your  sad  sweet  eyes! 
But  we  may  never  gaze  on  vision  so  fair 

Till  beyond  the  dark  river  we  rise. 

**  By  your  pillow  at  night,  and  your  footsteps  by  day, 
We  watch  you  through  good  aud  through  ill ; 

In  the  dark  hour  of  danger  sow  light  in  your  way, 
To  shine  on  the  narrow  path  still. 

"  In  joy  and  in  sorrow,  in  weal  and  in  woe, 
On  the  desert,  the  mountain,  the  wave, 

In  vour  wanderings  wide,  wherever  you  go 
From  the  cradle-bed  on  to  the  grave. 

M  So  lovingly,  tenderly,  still  by  your  side, 

It  is  ours  His  love  to  express, 
Who  so  loved  the  world  that  for  sinners  He  died, 

And  His  wounded  hands  ever  would  bless. 

"  In  this  dark  world  of  sin  ye  may  see  no  gleams 
0:"our  bright  forms  and  radiant  wings  : 

Too  fearful  and  sad  earth's  mystery  seems, 
Too  d -ep  is  the  shadow  it  flings. 

"We're  watchers  till  time  and  eternity  meet, 

'  We  kuow  not  the  day  nor  the  hour  ;' 
But  the  d  irk  shall  be  light  at  the  judgment-seat, 

And  evil  triumphant  no  more." 


THE  GARDEN  OF  THE  HEART— Ax  Exteact. 
I  have  a  mystic  garden 

A  fountain  there  is  playing 
Whose  springs  are  never  dry; 

The  precious  Plants  there  nurtur'd 

Were  by  my  Father  given ; 

And  ever  as  I  watch'd  them, 

At  morning,  noon,  or  even, 

I  might  have  known  He  watch'd  thein,  too, 

With  more  than  human  love, 

And  sent  sweet  influences,  like  dew, 

Down  from  His  home  above. 

The  Oak,  the  Ash,  the  Fir  tree, 
The  Elm  and  Maple,  too. 
Sprung  up  so  fair  and  graceful, 
And  in  my  garden  grew  ; 

I  see  their  spreading  branches  wave, 
And  glory  in  their  shade. 

And  flowers  were  there  to  beautify, 

And  make  my  borders  gay  ; 

A  rose  that  blush'd  like  sunset, 

And  a  Lily  sweet  as  May. 

I  had  a  Morning-glory,  too, 

But  it  faded  in  an  hour; 

And  cherubs  bore  it,  wet  with  dew, 

To  grace  their  own  sweet  bower. 

A  white  Rose  once  so  fondly 
Twiu'd  round  the  Oaken  tree, 
Which  .shelter'-!  and  sustain'd  it 
Most  triif  and  tenderly: 
Bat  a  ligUt  was  ou  it,  day  by  day 
It  faded,  till  alar 

On  autumn  winds  'twas  borne  away 
Where  angel  gardens  are. 


The  Olive  and  the  Oiar 

Are  in  my  garden  now  ; 

Strength  dwelleth  in  the  cedar, 

Peace  in  the  olive  bough. 

And  other  flowers  are  gathered  there, 

So  beautiful  and  bright, 

I  dream  of  nought  more  sweet  ani  fair, 

Save  in  the  land  of  light. 

Far  be  the  days  of  sorrow 

That  shall  with  power  prevail, 

To  scatter  leaf  and  blossom 

Upon  the  wintry  gale. 

And  when,  in  years  that  soon  will  3ee, 

These  walls  in  ruin  lie, 

May  the  fadeless  flower,  the  living  tree, 

And  all  within  my  garden,  be 

Transplanted  to  the  sky. 


THE  HAND  THAT  WROUGHT  WITII  MINE.* 
There  was  a  hand  that  wrought  with  mine, 

To  gather  up  these  autumn  leaves. 
That  now  can  only  wreathe  a  shrine 

With  those  that  mournful  memory  weave*. 

There  was  an  eye  that  lingered  long 
And  kindly  o'er  each  leaf  and  spray; 

Seeking  some  music  in  the  song, 
Some  lasting  beauty  in  the  lay. 

There  was  a  smile  that  cheered  me  on. 

Which  I,  alas,  no  more  shall  see ; 
And  what  avails  since  thou  art  gone, 

And  all  the  world  seems  sad  to  me? 
The  fairest  things  we  gather  here, 

Laid  on  thy  grave,  soon  fade  away  ; 
There's  no  memorial  love  can  rear 

But  Time  will  crumble  in  decay. 

But  in  those  green,  unfading  bowers, 
In  the  unseen  land  to  which  we  go, 

No  sorrow  lies  beneath  the  flowers, 
No  treasure  under  winter's  snow. 

There  wilt  thou  take  my  hand  again. 

And  lead  me  through  the  E  'en  fields; 
No  more  to  hope  and  toil  in  vain 

For  the  fading  things  time  only  yields. 

Oh,  glorious  home!  I'll  look  for  thee 
Above  your  purple  star-lit  shore,  • 

Until  the  loved  ones  there  I  see, 
And  dream  of  ttietn  and  thee  no  more. 

THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHUECH  OF  BP.ANIOS. 

BY  DEACO>f  BARZILLAI  DAVENPORT. 

On  Sept.  23,  17S5,  a  Congregational  clmrcb 
was  organized  in  Brandon,  by  the  R-rr.  Mr. 
Sell  of  Dorset,  consi^tinq  of  5  males  ani  5  fe- 
males, viz.:  Jedediah  Winslow,  William  Dodge, 
Nathan  Flint,  David  Buckland  ani  Moses 
Barnes;  Mrs.  Sarah  Larkin,  Elizabeth  Wins~ 
low,  Elizabeth  Dodge,  M^rey  Flint  ani  Mi:  7 
King. 

They  had  previously  appoint* da  lay  >f  fast- 
ing, humiliation  and  prayer,  an  i  a  io:  arti- 
cles of  faith  and  covenant ;  an  i  tbe  male  m  -.a- 
bers  subscribed  to  rules  of  discipline  :  a.,  af 

*  Dr.  A.  O.  Daua  diod  August  I  Ith-,  1S61. 
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wh'ch  were  in  the  main  truly  orthodox  and 
scriptural. 

Like  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  the  early  settlers 
of  Brandon  seeped  to  care  for  the  worship  of 
God,  while  in  the  wilderness.  There  were  but 
few  settlements  in  to;vn  when  the  church  was 
organized.  Their  public  meetings  were  held 
in  private  dwellings,  and  they  mostly  were  log- 
bouses. 

From  a  smoky  manuscript,  which  purports 
to  have  been  the  first  book  of  the  records  of  the 
church,  it  appears  that  this  feeble  band  of  Chris- 
tians consecrated  their  offspring  to  God  more 
generally  than  is  done  by  the  members  of  the 
church  at  the  present  day :  and  additions  were 
made  to  the  church,  from  time  to  time,  by  pro- 
fession of  their  faith  in  Christ,  and  by  letters 
from  other  churches  :  but  as  the  records  were 
kept  on  manuscripts  of  a  few  sheets  of  paper, 
for  many  years  after  the  organization  of  the 
church,  there  is  not  now  to  be  fouud  a  continu- 
ous record.  The  first  book  and  the  third,  which 
are  in  manuscripts,  are  still  preserved  ;  but  the 
second,  or  what  would  seem  to  have  been  the 
second  book  of  records,  embracing  a  term  of 
5  or  6  years,  is  not  to  be  found ;  and  some  of 
the- leaves  of  the  first  books  are  quite  illegible. 

The  church  at  its  organization,  made  choice 
of  Jedediah  Winslow(l)  as  their  moderator  and 
Clerk,  and  he  discharged  the  duties  of  both  of- 
fices for  several  years  thereafter. 

The  church  had  occasional  preaching,  (2) 
sometimes  more  than  one  Sabbath  in  succes- 
sion, and  lectures  on  week-days,  occasionally  ; 
but  no  settled  pastor  or  stated  supply  until  1792, 
when  on  the  23d  of  Seprember  the  Rev.  Enos 
Bliss  (3)  was  installed  as  their  pastor.  How 
long  Mr.  Bli^s  ministered  to  them  is  not  shown 
by  any  record  now  to  be  found,  as  there  is  no 
record  of  his  dismission.  Tradition  says  that 
Mr.  Bliss  was  called,  settled  and  dismissed  with- 
in a  year. 

January,  ISOO,  the  (4)  Rev.  Ebenezer  ITib- 
bard  was  ordained  in  Brandon,  and  installed 
pastor.  There  is  no  record  of  the  stipulated 
amount  to  be  paid  the  pastor,  on  the  church 
records — although  a  committee  was  chosen  to 
deed  the  land  to  Mr.  Hibbird,  agreeably  to 
their  contract  with  him.  The  country  was  new, 
and  the  church  poor,  and  of  course  the  salary 
was  smail.  as  they  worshipped  in  a  log  meeting- 
house; and  I  tie.d  a  vote  on  record  to  pnrcha.se' 
a  cow  tint  wottld  not  cost  ov>r  Si 3.00,  and  give  j 
to  Mr.  llibbard,  during  the  following  spring.  | 

Mr.  llibbard  continued  to  labor  here  almost 
*U  yeans.     Ho  was  dismissed  Sept.  5,  1821.' 


During  his  ministry  in  Brandon  there  were  sev- 
eral precious  revivals  of  religion,  an  i  ma  it  ad- 
ditions to  the  church.  During  the  years  1:1 1 
and  '17,  there  were  some  120  united  with  the 
church. 

But  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Hibbard's  d'sm'ssion, 
the  church  became  somewhat  divided  i 
traeted  in  their  councils,  and  writhoui  ioabt 
large  additions  of  its  members,  in  1317,  a?  waa 
alledged  by  some  of  the  old  membe-s,  did  not 
add  so  much  to  the  strength  and  gra:es  of  the 
church,  as  it  did  to  its  numbers;  although 
many  good  and  devoted  Christians  became 
members  at  that  time.  There  were,  however, 
some  tares  which  an  enemy  had  sow:;.  :hac  af- 
terwards sprang  up  and  showed  themselves. 

Afrer  Mr.  llibbard  was  dismi-sed.  t::^  church 
and  society  lured  preaching  most  o:  the  rme 
for  some  18  months.  Rev.  Mr.  Pern-  preached 
several  months,  and  Dr.  Bates,  preside:.:  of  Mid- 
dlebury  College,  and  Prof.  John  Hough,  were  the 
principal  supplies,  after  Mr.  Perrin  left,  uarll 
the  latter  part  of  the  summer  of  '22.  when  the 
Rev.  Beriah  Green,  direct  from  the  seminary  a; 
Andover,  was  invited  to  preach  as  a  car.  iiiate. 
Mr.  Green  was  a  gradutate  of  Middlebury  Col- 
lege— a  young  man  of  much  pronr.se.  and  an 
interesting  speaker.  The  church  gave  him  a 
call,  which  he  accepted,  and  was  ordained  April 
1G,  '23.  He  was  more  of  a  preacher  than  a 
pastor:  and.  during  his  ministry  in  Brandon, 
which  was  a  little  more  than  6  years,  there  were 
25  additions  to  the  church  by  letter  an  1  by  pro- 
fession, and  24  excommuniea'ions,  and  5  de  :hs. 

The  11th  of  May,  1820,  he  was  dismissed, 
and  again  the  church  applied  to  the  College  fac- 
ulty to  supply  their  pulpit,  which  was  cheerful- 
ly responded  to  by  Dr.  B  ttes  and  Prof  Sough, 
until  the  summer  of  '30,  when  the  Rev.  Ira  In- 
graham  "Was  invited  to  become  the  pastor  of  the 
church,  and  accepted  in  the  follow.^g  lan- 
guage : 

"Tn  considering  your  call  fir  the  r^-^  of 
forming  an  answer,  my  only  inquiry  sh>  'd  be: 
Does  the  Great  Head  of  the  f-imrch  call  me  to 
this  field  ?  I  have  endeavored  to  interpret  His 
providences  in  relation  to  ties  qaestion,  and  if 
I  understand  their  meaning  it  is  His  divide 
will  that  I  should  accent  your  Call. 

"  Believing,  therefore,  that  such  is  the  will 
of  my  Lord  and  Master.  I  most  he  ..r: and 
cheerfully  accept  vour  invirat'on.  Mnv  t:  e  Go3 
of  alt  grace  sanction  your  call  ami  t  s  e  n;- 
ance  of  it.  And  if  this  connection  is  1  •  i. 
and  this  endearing  and  solemn  r  d  .tion  i-1  con- 
summated between  us.  may  if  be  as  rv  hwof 
Ilefmott,  and  as  the  dew  that  docen  ;  |  :  a 
the  mountains  of  Zion  ;  for  there  the  I  - !  com 
manded  a  blessing,  even  life  forever:::  re« 
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Mr.  Ingraham  settled  (Sept.  1,  1S30,)  on  a 
tV  irv  of  >450,  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage, 
which  was  purchased  by  the  church  and  socie- 
ty during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Green.  Mr.  In- 
grah  im  proved  to  be  an  able  and  earnest  preach- 
er, and  a  faithful  and  efficient  pastor,  and  his 
labors  were  abundantly  blessed  in  building  up 
the  church.  He  remained  pastor  a  little  over 
6  years,  when,  at  the  urgent  request  of  the 
Vermont  Domestic  Missionary  Society,  he  was 
dismissed  to  engage  as  the  Secretary  and  Agent 
of  that  board. 

In  the  year  1831,  there  was  held  in  many  of 
the  churches  in  this  vicinity  a  series  of  meet- 
ings, called  three-days  meetings.  The  Baptist 
church  in  Brandou  appointed  such  a  meeting, 
and  invited  several  neighboring  clergymen  of 
their  denomination  to  come  and  assist  them  in 
sustaining  the  meetings.  The  Congregational 
church  in  Pittsford  had  appointed  a  three-days 
meeting  to  be  held  at  the  same  time  and  on  the 
same  days;  which  meeting  Mr.  Tngraham  had 
engaged  to  attend,  and  did  attend  the  two  first 
days  of  the  series  ;  but  finding  that  an  unusu- 
al interest  was  manifested  by  his  people  in 
Lrun ion,  in  the  Baptist  meeting  which  was  be- 
irg  conducted  there,  he  returned  on  the  3d  day, 
and  attended  with  his  people  the  last  day's  ser- 
vice of  the  Baptist  meeting.  lie  took  no  part 
in  the  meeting,  save  the  offering  of  one  prayer; 
yet  his  deep  interest  was  most  manifest  to  all 
who  were  present.  On  the  10th  of  July  fol- 
lowing this  meeting,  there  were  added  to  the 
Congregational  church  32  members  by  profess- 
ion of  their  faith  in  Christ,  and  a  large  share  of 
them  beads  of  families. 

The  wholo  number  of  additions  during  Mr. 
Inirmharn's  ministry  was  136  members,  includ- 
ing several  restorations  of  members  who  wero 
excommunicated  during  the  previous  pastorate, 
and  only  one  member  excluded. 

On  the  day  of  Mr.  Ingraham's  dismission. Rev. 
Harvey  Curtis,  afterwards  President  of  Knox 
College  in  Oalesburg,  111.,  was  ordained  over 
u*  as  a  pastor — then  a  young  man  and  tutor  in 
Middlebury  Collecre.  He  was  an  earnest  and 
ifftvtiojiate  preacher,  a  warm  hearted  Christian, 
ami  greatly  beloved  by  the  church  and  people. 
He  commenced  preaching  with  us  in  the  au- 
■  -"  n  of  !  v;r>.  as  Mr.  Ingraham  had  not  time  to 
;  '  ■  li  witti  us  although  he  was  not  formally 
''  ■  •  i  Until  Feb.  17,  133G,  the  day  of  Mr. 
CurtiV  ordination. 

A  pmfrnrMod  meeting  was  commenced  in 
Brandon  by  the  Rev.  Jedediah  Burchard,  au 


Kv.ingLdist,  on  the  day  of,  or  the  next  day  after, 
Mr.  Curtis'  ordination,  and  continued  some  13 
or  19  days,  in  which  the  other  denominations 
in  Brandon,  viz.  Baptist  and  Methodist,  united 
and  participated  with  us.  Although  the  meet- 
ings were  held  in  our  meeting-house,  and  all 
shared  in  the  fruits  of  the  meeting,  the  Congre- 
gational church,  under  the  advice  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Ingraham,  had  passed  a  vote,  previous  to 
Mr.  Burchard's  visiting  Brandon,  not  to  be  in 
haste  about  the  admission  of  members  into  the 
church,  during  the  excitement  of  the  meeting: 
consequently  none  of  the  converts  were  admit- 
ted to  membership  in  the  church  until  after  Mr. 
Burchard  had  left  town.  On  the  20th  of 
March  there  were  41  admitted  to  the  church, 
on  profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ.  A  very 
large  proportion  of  them,  in  their  relation  to  the 
the  church  of  their  Christian  experience,  dated 
their  conversion  prior  to  that  meeting — and 
some  of  them  many  years  before. 

The  whole  number  of  members  who  joined 
the  church  during  Dr.  Curtis'  pastorate,  was 
152.  A  larger  number  of  the  congregation 
were  constant  attendants  on  public  worship 
during  his  ministry,  than  were  before  or  since. 
He  has  occasionally  visited  Brandon  since  his 
relation  of  pastor  was  dissolved,  and  always  had 
a  full  house.    He  was  dismissed  Dec.  11,  1840. 

After  Mr.  Curtis  left,  Rev.  Milo  J.  Hichcok 
preached  as  a  candidate  for  settlement  some  3 
months.  He  was  an  interesting  preacher,  and 
the  church  gave  him  a  call ;  but  he  declined  to 
accept  the  invitation,  and  afterwards  settled  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  The  Professors  in  Middle- 
bury  college  were  again  applied  to,  and  sup- 
plied  the  church  with  preaching  until  the 
spring  of  1842,  when  Rev.  William  H.  Marsh 
came  to  Brandon,  and,  after  a  short  trial,  the 
church  gave  him  a  call  to  settle,  which  he 
accepted,  and  was  ordained  June  29,  1$42. 
He  was  an  easy  writer,  and  rather  a  fluent 
speaker,  but  did  not  seem  to  interest  himself, 
nor  the  people  very  much  ;  and.  in  the  winter 
of  1843,  he  complained  of  ill  health,  and  did 
not  preach  much,  and  asked  for  a  dismission 
which  was  granted  him.  A  council  was  called 
and  he  was  formally  dismissed  on  21st  of  Mar., 
1S4:?.  The  next  sabbath  after,  he  craved  the 
i  privilege  of  preaching  a  farewell  sermon  to  the 
I  people;  and  came  out  openly,  and  avowed 
I  himself  an  Episcopalian  :  he  was  unfortunate, 
however,  in  his  effort,  as  he  made  no  converts 
to  that  communion  from  the  Congregational 
church. 
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This  summerset  of  Mr.  Marsh  had  no  ten- 
dency to  divide  the  church.  They  remained 
strong  in  the  faith  of  Congregationalism,  and 
made  an  effort  to  rind  another  pastor.  They 
invited  the  Rev.  Wm.  G.  T.  Shedd,  who  had 
just  finished  his  course  at  the  Andover  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  to  come  and  preach  as  a  can- 
didate. He  accepted  the  invitation,  and 
commenced  his  labors  in  September  of  the 
same  year,  and  on  Jan.  4, 1844,  was  ordained  as 
pastor.  He  remained  with  us  nearly  2  years. 
He  was  quite  young,  but  is  too  well  known  in 
the  religious  world  now,  for  me  to  speak  of  his 
talents,  or  acquirements.  The  church  desired 
to  keep  him — but  he  had  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  professorship  in  the  University  of 
Vermont,  and  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  ac- 
cept it ;  saying  that  he  thought  himself  better 
adapted  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  a 
professor,  than  he  was  for  those  of  a  pastor. 
The  result  was  that  he  was  dismissed  Aug.  19, 
1845. 

During  these  frequent  changes  of  pastors  the 
church  gathered  no  strength,  but  grew  weak- 
er. They  resorted  to  their  old  friends,  the 
President  and  Professors  of  Middlebury  College.  [ 
to  supply  the  pulpit  on  the  Sabbath.  This  re- 
quest was  again  graciously  granted  until 
sometime  in  the  spring  of  1846,  when  the  Rev. 
Moses  Chase,  formerly  a  pastor  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh church,  N.  T.,  was  recommended  to  the 
church.  He  came  and  preached  a  few  Sab- 
baths, received  a  call,  and  accepted  it,  and,  Dec. 
3,  1846,  was  installed  as  pastor,  and  on  the 
8th  of  September  following,  the  connection  was 
dissolved,  and  the  church  left  once  more  with- 
out an  under  shepherd.  At  this  time  of  trial, 
one  of  the  members  of  the  church  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ingraham,  their  old  pastor, 
who  had  been  settled  over  a  Presbyterian 
church  in  Lyons,  X.  V.  Mr.  Ingraham  had 
just  been  dismissed  from  his  charge  there,  and 
very  soon  came  to  Brandon,  and  engaged  to. 
preach  for  us  for  one  year;  and  before  the 
close  of  the  year,  the  church  and  society  ex- 
tended to  him  a  call  to  again  assume  the  du- 
ties and  responsibilities  of  pastor  of  the  church  : 
but  the  call  was  not  unanimous.  There  were 
two  strong  abolitionists  in  the  church  who 
were  very  fearful^  that  he  was  a  pro-slavery 
man.  Mr.  Ingraham  finding  that  the  church 
was  not  unanimous,  declined  our  offer. 

Early  in  tho  sprincr  of  1850,  Rev.  Francis  B. 
Wheeler  was  invited  to  become  tho  pastor  of 
the  church.  He  accented  the  call,  and  was 
installed  on  May  2§tbf  of  the  same  year.  He 


remained  with  us  until  September  7,  J  854, 
when  he  went  to  Saco,  Maine,  and  is  now  pas- 
tor of  a  Presbyterian  church  in  Poughkeepsio, 
X.  Y. ;  and  we  were  once  more  supplied  with 
preaching  from  the  College  faculty. 

In  the  summer  of  1856,  the  church  invited 
the  Rev.  John  D.  Kingsbury  to  visit  Brandon, 
and  preach  a  few  Sabbaths  as  a  candidate. 
He  accepted  the  invitation,  and  came  and 
preached  two  Sabbaths.  The  church  and  so- 
ciety gave  him  a  call  to  settle  as  pastor. 
After  the  close  of  the  term  of  the  Theological 
Seminary,  Mr.  Kingsbury  accepted  the  call, 
and  was  ordained  Sept.  24,  1856,  and  was  dis- 
missed Aug.  15,  18G0.  The  last  two  pastors 
of  the  church  were  good  preachers,  and  very 
acceptable  pastors.  There  were  added  to  the 
church,  during  Mr.  Wheeler's  ministry,  55  mem- 
bers, and  during  Mr.  Kingsbury  58  members. 
Six  members  have  united  with  the  church  by 
profession,  since  we  have  been  destitute  of  a 
pastor. 

A  few  individual  members  of  the  church 
have  purchased  a  pi«'ce  of  land  and  have  erect- 
ed a  very  convenient  brick  vestry,  or  confer- 
ence-room, finished  it,  and  the  ladies  have  seat- 
ed it  with  settees. 

In  1853,  the  Congregational  church  and  soci- 
ety made  very  extensive  repairs  and  altera- 
tions in  their  house  of  worship,  at  an  expense 
of  from  $2500  to  $3000,  not  including  a  beau- 
tiful marble  pulpit,  which  was  a  free-will  offer- 
ing, from  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  church.  [6] 

The  whole  membership  of  the  church  from 
its  origanization  up  to  August,  1S61,  was  76?. 
Present  number  is  178. 

[Deacon  Davenport  had  finished  his  paper  to 
this  point  when  he  died  :  the  notes  and  sup- 
plement to  which  are  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tux- 
bury — and  the  biographical  sketch  of  the  writer 
by  Henry  Clark  of  the  Rutland  Herald. — EJ.] 

COXTIN'UATION  FROM  OTHER  SOURCES. 
After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Kingsbury  in 
1860,  the  church  was  without  a  pastor  for 
nearly  five  years.  During  this  period  of  un- 
happy differences,  growing  out  of  the  repair  of 
the  church,  and  tho  methods  adopted  for  rais- 
ing money  for  the  parish  expenses,  only  17 
persons  united  with  the  church,  by  profession 
and  by  letter.  Tho  pulpit  was  variously  sup- 
plied. In  1S61-2,  Rev.  Wm.  Ford  a  Methodist 
minister  residing  in  town,  supplied  the  pulpit 
for  several  months.  Rev.  Wm.  J."  Harris  was 
invited  Oct.  24,  1862  to  becomo  their  pastor,  or 
a  stated  supply  for  one  year,  at  his  option. 
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Hech<  se  the  latter,  and,  beiug  re-engaged,  con- 
tinued in  that  relation  till  Jan.  1,  1865,  on 
which  day  he  closed  his  labors,  avowing  him- 
self an  Episcopalian.  He  has  since  been  rec- 
tor of  churches  at  Manchester,  N.  H.,  and  at 
Montpelier,  and  is  now  [18T3]  rector  of  Trin- 
ity Church,  Rutland. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1865,  the  church  voted 
unanimously  to  invite  Rev.  Franklin  Tuxbury 
to  become  their  pastor.  Mr.  Tuxbury  had 
preached  five  Sabbaths,  and  on  the  occasion  of 
J'res.  Lincoln's  National  Fast — the  day  of  his 
anamination,  April  14.  Mr.  T.  had  previous- 
ly been  pastor  of  the  Russell  church  in  Hart- 
ley, Mass.  He  was  installed  pastor  May  25. 
1865.  Rev.  Silas  Aiken,  D.  D.,  was  the  mod- 
erator of  the  Council,  and  Rev.  W.  G.  T. 
Shedd,  D.  D.,  a  former  pastor  of  the  church, 
and  a  former  instructor  of  the  candidate, 
preached  the  sermon.  During  the  present 
pnstorate  there  have  been  added  to  the 
church  up  to  the  present  time  (Aug.  1872.) 
105  members.  The  total  membership  from 
organization  of  the  church  is  about  896. 
The  present  number  is  209 — a  net  gain  of 
51  members  in  seven  years. 

NOTES. 

(1)  M  Jedidiah  Winslow,"  Sept.  28,  1791,  was 
diM-iplined  "  for  boiling  maple  sap  upon  the 
Lord's  day."  Dea.  Winslow  said  he  was 
"  Sorry  that  he  did  it,  on  the  aeconnt  of  it 
being  a  grief  to  the  minds  of  his  breatherin, 
but  not  vuing  himself  therein  giltv  of  a 
breach  of  the  Sabbath,1'  he  insisted  "  that  he 
there  in  was  himself  in  the  way  of  his  duty." 
Hut,  "  the  Church  vuing  it  a  direct  viola- 
t  i  n  of  the  Law  of  god,  and  that  he  mig;ht  as 
v.'  il  bin  imployed  in  a  most  any  other  bis- 
ta  *s — taking  that  with  the  matter  of  exSam- 
]  !e  undder  Consideration — they  voted  not 
satisfied.  Uppon  which  Brother  winslow  re- 
quested a  CounSell  and  the  Church  redily 
Complied,  then  proceded  and  Mutally  Chose 
the  West  Church  in  Rutland  for  the  odd 
(  i.urch,  then  the  Choice  by  vote  of  the  Church 
in  Jericho  and  the  Church  in  Orwell  and  Mr: 
V.  inslow  made  Choice  of  the  Church  in  Hins- 
>i-  and 'the  Church  in  Walpole,  To  meet  the 
U*t  Thursday  in  January  next." 

Whether  the  '*counSell"  ever  met,  and  if 
*Q,  what  disposition  they  made  of  the  ca^e, 
t  it«  records  do  not  say. 

J2)  "Occasional  preaching" — In  Feb.  11, 

>        the  church  gave  Rev.  Elijah  Norton  a 
'      Dut  there  is  no  record  or  tradition  of  his 
i-'-nt.    From  1793  to  1800,  the  church 

***  <  ■•.-lonallv  supplied  bv  Revs.  Eleazer 

•  ifwowj  and  Sylvanus  Chdpiii,  Rev.  Mr. 

1  :  •" »*W  and  Rev.  Mr.  Marcey. 
<«M    MReV.  Enos  Bliss."    Jan.  18,  1792, 

*•  lh«  bouse  ol  Lorea  Larkin,  the  church 
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"Voted  to  give  Mr.  Bliss  for  a  settlement  as 
follows,  viz.  Fifty  pounds  to  be  paid  in  cat- 
tle or  grain"  in  three  equal  annual  install- 
ments, beginning  at  his  ordination.  They 
likewise  voted  to  "give  him  the  Ministry- 
Right,  excepting  the  first  division,  or,  if  he 
chooses  in  lieu  thereof,  fifty  pounds,  at  the 
end  of  three  years  from  his  ordination,  to  be 
paid  in  cattle  or  grain.  Also,  voted  to  give 
Mr.  Bliss  30  pounds  Lawful  money"  at  the 
end  of  the  first  year,  increasing  the  salary  5 
pounds  each  year  "  till  it  arises  to  60  pounds, 
the  whole  to  be  paid  in  cattle  or  grain."  It 
was  provided  that,  in  case  Mr.  Bliss  should 
not  continue  with  them  eight  years,  the  last 
mentioned  fifty  pounds  in  his  "settlement" 
should  revert  to  the  church. 

(4)  "Rev.  Ebenezer  Hebard.  (So  he  wrote 
his  name.)  Previous  to  Mr.  H's  ordination, 
the  church  observed  Tuesday  Sept.  24th,  1799 
as  a  day  of  lasting  and  prayer  and  invited 
a  sort  of  preliminary  council  to  examine  the 
pastor  elect.  Rev.  S.  Chapin  preached  a 
sermon,  and  was  assisted  in  the  examination 
by  Rev.  E.  Harwood  and  Rev.  Benj.  Worster. 
The  ordination  was  appointed  for  the  follow- 
ing January.  The  regular  ordination  coun- 
cil consisted  of  the  churches  at  Pittsford, 
Orwell,  W.  Rutland,  Benson  and  Cornwall." 

INFANT  BAPTISMS. 

59  children  were  baptized  previous  to  Jan. 
1,  1800 — an  average  of  about  four  a  year  for 
the  first  15  years. 

309  children  were  baptized  during  Mr. 
Hebard's  pastorate  of  about  21  years — an 
average  of  14  a  year. 

During  Mr.  Green's  pastorate  of  about  6 
years  29  children  were  baptized — an  average 
of  about  5  a  year. 

ADDITION'S  TO  THE  CHURCH. 

Previous  to  1800  at  least  46  had  united,  an 
average  of  about  3  a  year  since  the  organ- 
ization. 

During  Mr.  Hebard's  pastorate  231  mem- 
bers were  received — an  average  of  about  11 
a  year. 

'During  Mr.  Green's  pastorate  25  members 
united  with  the  church — an  average  of  about 
4  a  year. 

During  Mr.  Ingraham's  pastorate  136 
united — an  average  of  27  a  year. 

During  Mr.  Curtis'  pastorate  152  members 
were  received — an  average  of  about  30  a 
year.    This  was  the  time  of  Birchard's  visit. 

During  Mr.  Marsh's  pastorate  of  less  than 
a  year  5  were  added. 

During  Mr.  Shedd's  pastorate  15  were  add- 
ed— an  average  of  about  7  a  year. 

During  Mr.  Chase's  pastorate  of  less  than 
a  y^ar,  no  additions. 

During  Mr.  Wheeler's  pastorate  of  about 
4  years  55  members  were  added — an  average 
of  about  13  a  year. 

During  Mr.  Kingsbury's  pastorate  58  mem- 
bers were  added — an  average  of  about  14  a 
year. 

During  the  5  years  the  church  were  with- 
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out  a  settled  pastor  after  Mr.  Kingsbury  3 
dismission,  17  persons  united — an  average  of 
about  3  a  year. 

During  the  first  7  years  of  the  present  pas- 
torate 105  members  have  been  received — an 
average  of  15  a  year. 

MEETING- HO  USES. 

The  first  meeting-house  was  built  of  logs 
near  the  centre  of  the  town,  in  which  pubiic 
worsh.p  was  maintained  by  lay  service,  ex- 
cept occasional  itinerant  preaching.  Its  site 
was  a  little  west  of  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Dea.  J.  H.  Vail.  Beyond  this,  Loren 
Larkin's  house  seems  to  have  been  a  favorite 
place  for  the  church  meetings  previous  to 
about  1797.  It  was  located  near  the  present 
Scale  shop. 

About  1797  or  1798,  the  second  meeting- 
house was  erected  on  the  site  occupied  by  the  j 
present  church.  When  nearly  completed  it 
took  fire  on  a  cold  winter  morning  in  the 
absence  of  the  workmen.  On  their  return 
the  interior  was  so  far  enveloped  in  flames 
that  efforts  to  save  it  were  unavailing. — 
Though  depressed,  the  little  church  were  not 
disheartened.  With  cheerful  hearts  and  will- 
ing hands  they  rallied  to  the  work,  and  soon 
completed  a  new  building  upon  the  old 
foundations,  which  yielded  satisfactory  ac- 
commodations to  the  church  till  183L  This 
was  the  third  meeting-house.  In  April  1831, 
the  old  church  was  demolished,  preparatory 
to  laying  the  foundation  of  the  present  brick 
structure  which  is  the  fourth  meeting-house 
built  since  the  organization  of  the  church. 
Its  dimensions  are  75  by  52  feet.  Its  cost 
was  about  $5000.  It  was  dedicated  in  No- 
vember 1832.  Col.  David  Warren  and  Ny- 
ram  Clark  built  it.  A  parsonage  was  pur- 
chased during  Mr.  Green's  pastorate,  but 
subsequently  sold. 

(6)  LIST  OF  DEACONS. 

Jedidiah  Winslow,  died  April  5,  1791, 
aged  69  years. 

Hiram  Horton,  removed  to  Malone.  N.  Y. 
Ebenezer  Wooster,  chosen  Nov.  8,  1792. 
Joseph  Hawley,  chosen  Nov.  8,  1792. 
David  Merriam,  died  Feb.  15,  1819,  aged 
89  vears  and  18  davs. 

Moses  Barnes,  died  Dec.  12,  1825. 
Asa  Blackmer,  chosen  Sept.  20,  1S22 
Jan.  31,  1861  ;  aged  89  years. 

Daniel  June,  chosen  Sept.  20,  1S22 
April  23,  1S30;  aged  60  ypars  less  10  days. 

Ashael  June,  chosen  Oct.  2,  1S30;  died 
April  18,  1842;  aged  90  year.*?. 

Barzillai  Davenport,  chosen  April  6,  1S33  • 
died  July  24,  1871. 

Ira  Button,  chosen  April  6,  1833;  resigned 
June  1.  I860. 

Asa  Burnell,  chosen  April  6,  1S33  ;  died 


died 
died 


March  20,  1871 
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Denison  Blackmer,  chosen  Nov.  3.  1370 
Wm.  W.  Reynolds,  chosen  Nov.  3,  1870; 
resigned  July  18,  1872. 

Wm.  H.  Marsh— It  should  be  added  that 
Mr.  Marsh  repented  of  his  error,  and  wrote 
a  very  humble  confession,  asking  the  for- 
giveness of  the  church.  It  was  dated  Aug. 
15,  1843.  But  after  preaching  a  while  in 
Connecticut  he  returned  to  Episcopacy  aiiain. 
He  finally  lost  his  character,  separated  from 
his  wife  and  died  in  disgrace  at  Duanesviile, 
N.  Y. 

"  The  Congregational  church  of  Brandon, 
at  a  meeting  holden  on  July  16,  1793,  voted, 
that  in  case  any  member  o:'  this  church  shall 
conceive  he  has  occasion  justly  to  commence 
a  suit  at  law  against  one  of  his  brethren,  be- 
longing to  the  same  church,  that  he  shall  not 
let  the  cause  come  to  trial  till  he  has  laid  it 
before  the  church  and  received  their  direction 
how  to  proceed  in  the  same."  That  would 
not  be  so  bad  now-a-days  ! 

HON'.  BARZILLAI  DAVENPORT, 

recently  deceased  at  the  age  of  82  year?,  father- 
in-law  of  Hon.  William  M.  Field  ot  Rutland; 
was  a  native  of  Dummerston,  and  studied  law 
with  Hon.  John  Lynde,  of  Wiliiamstown,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Orange  county  bar,  and  in 
1822.  removed  to  Brandon,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  the  law.  He  resided  at  Brandon  46 
years,  41  of  which  ho  was  town  clerk.  He  was 
frequently  the  recipient  of  public  trust  from  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  28 
years,  and  represented  the  town  in  the  Legisla- 
tures of  1854-'55.  In  1854,  he  Was  chairman 
of  the  commitec  on  military  affairs,  and  in  1855 
second  on  the  judiciary  committee.  He  was  a 
useful  member  of  tho  General  Assembly,  and 
held  iu  high  esteem  by  his  associates.  He  was 
one  of  the  assistant  judges  of  the  Rutland 
county  court  in  1855,  '5G  and  '57.  In  his  politi- 
cal opinions  he  was  originally  a  democrat,  but 
took  an  early  and  prominent  part  in  the  free- 
soil  party,  from  which  he  went  into  the  repub- 
lican. He  was  ever  an  earnest  anti-slavery 
man.  He  was  a  deacon  in  the  Congregational 
church  at  Brandon  from  1833  until  the  time  of 
his  death. 

BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

BT  REV.  C.  A.  THOMAS,  D.  D. 

The  Baptist  Church  in  Brandon  was  con- 
stituted in  1785,  con-i^ting  of  12  members. 
In  September,  1789,  Mr.  Isaac  Webb,  woo 
had  been  with  them  a  while,  as  their  preach- 


Henry  Kingsley,  chosen  March  10,  1854  •  er.  was  called  to  ordination  and  settlement 
dismissed  Nov.  13,  IS57, 

Edward  D.  Selden,  chosen  March  10,  1S54; 
resigned  (Jet.  20,  1870. 

John  II .  Vail,  chosen  Nov.  3,  1870. 


Mr.  Webb  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  church, 
and  tho  first  minister  settled  in  the  town. 
The  council,  called  to  assist  in  the  orlina- 
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!ion  of  Mr  Webb,  included  the  Rev.  Caleb 
[flood  of  Shaftsbury,  Rev.  Henr}'-  Green  of 
Wallingford,  Rev.  Isaac  Real  of  Clarendon, 
(ley.  Eln.itban  Phelps  of  Orwell,  an  1  Rev. 
Elisha  Rich  of  Pittsford.  The  pastorate  of 
Rev.  Isaac  Webb  was  short,  and  followed  by 
V.e  successive  pastorates  of  Calvin  Charnber- 

fciin.  Peck,  Moses  Ware,  Joshua  Young, 

Ahsat  Fisher,  Elisha  Starkweather,  Isaac 
Sawyer,  Joseph  Sawyer,  William  Hutchin- 
son, G -orge  B.  Ide,  and  C.  A.  Thomas. 

The  present  pastor,  C.  A.  Thomas,  was  or- 
dained and  settled  in  October,  1S35.  The 
clergymen  who  a-sisted  in  his  ordination 
and  settlement  were  Rev.  Daniel  Sharp  of 
Poston,  Mass.,  Rev.  J.  M.Graves  of  Ludlow. 
Rev.-  Aaron  Angler  of  Orwell,  Rev.  S.  C. 
Dillaway  of  Pou'tney,  Rev.  Reuben  Sawyer 
of  Westhaven,  and  Rev.  Joel  H.  Green  of 
Farishvilie,  N.  Y. 

The  church  in  its  infancy  held  its  meetings 
for  several  years  in  dwelling  houses,  with 
only  occasional  preaching.  In  1700,  a  log 
bouse  wa«  constructed  for  their  use;  and  in] 
1800,  a  more  commodious,  framed  house  was 
built,  and  occupied,  as  a  place  of  worship, 
until  1832;  when  their  present  substantial 
t  rick  edifice  was  completed,  and  opened  for 
•worship.  This  house  has  recently  been  re- 
modeled at  an  expense  of  $6000.  Where 
the  history  of  a  church  is  nearly  coeval  with 
that  of  the  town,  and  members  of  the  church 
Live  been  among  the  most  prominrnt  of  the 
citr/.ens,  it  would  be  well  to  have  the  gener- 
al history  of  the  town  include  the  ecclesias- 
tical information.  But  as  this  has  not  been 
done  in  connection  with  the  general  article 
<  a  Brandon,  a  few  dates  and  names  pertain- 
ing to  the  history  of  the  Baptist  church  have 
tore  been  given.  And  it  is  hoped  that  the 
f  »me  may  be  done  in  respect  to  the  other  ec 
ci'siastical  bodie-  in  the  place. 

The  Baptists  held  their  State  Sabbath 
School  Convention  at  Brandon,  June  5,  1S72 

HISTORY  OF  METHODISM  IN  BRANDON. 
BT  EEV.  BF.RNICE  D.  AMES,  A.  M. 

The  introduction  of  Methodism  into  Bran- 
don was  characterized  by  the  same  mighty 


sacrifices,  trials  and  persecutions  of  the  fa- 
tners  and  mothers  in  our  Israel,  have  been  pre- 
served. It  is  a  labor  of  love  and  a  work  of 
piety  to  collect  and  treasure  what  remain. 
Present  and  future  generations  of  Methodists 
ought  to  be  more  laborious,  devoted,  and 
self-sacrificmg  for  reading  these  memorials. 
And  as  the  recent  will  become  the  ancient, 
and  the  present  take  its  place  with  the  past, 
it  may  not  be  unprofitable  to  trace  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Church  in  Brandon  down  to  the 
present  time. 

"  The  Eev.  Freeborn  Garrettson  was  the 
apostle  of  Methodism  in  all  the  region  now 
occupied  by  the  Troy  Conference.* 

At  the  Conference  of  1788,  he  was  appoint- 
ed presiding  elder  of  the  district  north  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  and  extending  from  New 
Rochelle,  near  New  York  City,  to  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  At  that  time  there  were  but  six  circuits 
in  his  large  district."  f 

"  The  Lord  had  raised  up  a  number  of 
zealous  young  men  who  had  entered  the  held 
of  itinerancy  with  hearts  fired  and  filled 
with  love  to  God  and  the  souls  of  men.  Sev- 
eral of  these  were  placed  under  the  charge  of 
Mr.  Garrettson  who  was  requested  by  Bishop 
Asbury  to  penetrate  the  country  north  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  form  as  many  cir- 
cuits as  he  could."  % 

The  following  account  of  the  exercises  of 
his  mind,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  he  pro- 
ceeded in  the  work  of  breaking  up  this  new 
ground  is  from  Mr.  Garrettson's  own  pen  : 

"  I  was  very  uneasy  in  my  mind,  being  un- 
acquainted with  the  country,  an  entire  stran- 
ger to  its  inhabitants,  there  being  no  Metho- 
dist societies  farther  north  than  Westchester  ; 
but  I  gave  myself  to  earnest  prayer  for  direc- 
tion. 

I  knew  that  the  Lord  was  with  me.  In 
the  night  season  in  a  dream,  it  seemed  to  me 
that  the  whole  country  up  the  North  river, 
as  far  as  Lake  Champlain,  east  and  west  was 
open  to  my  view. 

"  After  Conference  adjourned  I  requested 
the  young  men  to  meet  me.  Light  seemed  so 
rellected  on  my  path,  that  I  gave  them  direc- 
tions where  to  begin,  and  which  way  to  form 
their  circuits.  I  also  appointed  a  time  for  tai  h 
Quarterlv  Meeting,  requesting  them  to  take 
up  a  collection  in  every  place  where  they 
|  preached,  and  told  them  I  should  go  up  the 


influence  of  the  spirit  in  connection  with  pow-  North  river,  to  the  extreme  part*  oi 
wiul  preaching  and  self-denying  labor  and  J 
■    rifice;  and  encountered  the  same  opposition  {     ♦  This  Conference  embraced  the  western  half  of  Ver- 
"•'   '   I  execution  which  attended  Its  introdue-  '•■  mont,  whon  this  passage  was  written. 
I-  a  into  other  portions  of  the  old  world  and      f  Truy  Conference  Miscellany,  p.  22. 
UW  UUW.     Too  few  memorials  of  the  labors,      |  Jiangs'  History  of  Methodism  Vol.  I.  p.  269. 
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work,  visiting  the  towns  and  cities  in  the 
way,  and  on  my  return  I  should  visit  them 
all  and  hold  their  Quarterly  Meetings. 

I  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  Lord  would 
do  wonders,  for  the  young  men  were  pious, 
zealous  and  laborious." 

"God  was  with  these  heroic  pioneers  of 
Methodism,  opening  their  way  before  them, 
supporting  them  amid  their  trials,  raising 
them  up  friends  among  strangers,  and  bless- 
ing their  labora." 

"  My  custom  was"  says  Mr.  Garrettson,  "  to 
go  round  the  district  every  three  months,  and 
then  return  to  New  York,  where  I  commonly 
staid  about  two  weeks.  In  going  one* 
around  I  usually  travelled  about  a  thousand 
miles,  and  preached  upwards  of  a  hundred 
sermons."  * 

At  the  close  of  their  first  year's  labor,  they 
returned  over  GOO  members. 

Of  these  young  men,  according  to  the! 
minutes  of  17SS,  Darius  Dunham  was  ap- 
pointed to  Shoreham,  and  Samuel  Wigton  to 
*'  Lake  Champlain."  "Shoreham  "  and  "  Lake 
Champlain,"  doubtless  merely  indicated  the 
places  where  they  were  expected  to  form  cir- 
cuits. One  or  both  of  these  men,  without 
doubt,  preached  in  Vermont,  and  were  per- 
haps the  first  Methodist  preachers  that  ever 
preached  in  the  State.  None  of  the  600 
members,  first  mentioned,  however,  were  re- 
ported from  Vermont.  Probably  none  were 
gathered. 

In  1794,  Joshua  Hall  was  appointed  to 
Vermont,  but  did  not  labor  in  the  State,  and 
of  course  reported  no  members.  In  1706, 
Nicholas  Snethen,  whom,  on  account  of  his 
eloquence  Bishop  Asbnry  was  wont  to  call  I 
"  his  silver  trumpet,"  was  appointed  to 
Vershire  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain, 
and  had  the  honor  of  forming  in  that  place 
the  first  Methodist  society  in  Vermont,  al- 
though for  some  reason,  no  members  were  re- 
turned to  the  ensuing  conference.  Ralph 
"Williston  was  appointed  at  the  next  confer- 
ence to  Vershire  circuit.  In  1793,  100  mem- 
bers were  returned  for  Vershire  circuit  east 
of  the  mountain,  and  186  for  Vergennes. 
west  of  the  mountain.  These  were  the  first 
members  reported  from  Vermont  and  enumer- 
ated in  the  Minutes.  From  this  time  preach- 
ers were  stationed,  and  members  reported  in 
both  sections  of  the  State  in  rapidly  augment- 
ing numbers.  The  question  arises,  who 
gathered  the  186  members  reported  in  1798 
for  Vergenoes  circuit,  since  no  preachers  had 
been  sent  here  by  the  bishops  at  the  preced- 


ing conference?  Probably  at  this  late  day 
no  one  can  answer  with  certainty.  Very 
likely  the  two  brothers,  Michael  and  Samuel 
Coates,  and  almost  certainly  the  indefatigable 
Lorenzo  Dow,  and  perhaps  others  labored 
here  before  the  Conference  of  1793.  This  is 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  oral  tradition  still 
preserves  the  name  of  the  Coates  as  passing 
through  and  preaching  here  before  any  regu- 
lar preachers  had  been  sent  into  this  region 
who  informed  the  people  that  they  would 
probably  have  preachers  in  a  year  or  two, 
and  that  Lorenzo  Dow  was  instrumental  in 
the  conversion  of  the  leader  of  the  first  socie- 
ty organized  in  western  Vermont.* 

The  following  extracts  from  an  article  in 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  for  Sept. 
6,  1833,  contain  some  interesting  incidents 
connected  with  the  introduction  of  Method- 
ism into  Brandon  and  vicinity. 

Methodism  was  introduced  into  these  part3 
about  forty  years  ago.  The  Rev.  Messrs. 
Coates,  Mitchel,  Wood,  Dow,  and  Hutchinson, 
were  among  the  first  Methodist  preachers 
who  labored  in  these  parts.  Brother  Hutch- 
inson was  presiding  elder  where  his  district- 
extended  from  New  York  nearly  to  the  Can- 
adas.  Some  of  our  brethren  are  now  living 
who  were  the  fruits  of  the  labors  of  these 
men  of  God.  Often  have  I  sat  and  listened 
to  the  accounts  they  have  given  of  their 
labors,  surfer  hup  and  success. 

"  I  am  informed  that  the'  first  person  who 
joined  the  Methodists  in  Vermont,  west  of  the 
Green  Mountain,  was  a  young  woman,  who 
resided  at  the  tune,  in  the  town  of  Monkton. 
The  first  regular  society  which  was  formed 
was  in  Brandon,  Rutland  county. 

"  The  introduction  of  Methodism  into 
Brandon  was  attended  with  one  or  two  cir- 
cumstances worthy  of  notice.  Lorenzo  Dow, 
who  at  that  time  was  a  very  zealous  anl 
holy  man  of  God,  I  am  told,  came  into  the 
town  and  called  on  a  Baptist  deacon,  and  de- 
sired liberty  to  preach  in  his  house,  The 
deacon  very  readily  consented.  Tuis  was  oa 
.Saturday,  and  a  few  of  the  neighbors  wen1  in- 
vited to  attend  in  the  evening;  to  whom  he 
preached,  and  made  an  appointment  to 
preach  again  in  the  morning  at  sunrise.  At 
a  suitable  time  the  family  retired  to  bed. 
But  in  the  preachers  room,  the  voice  of  pray- 
er was  heard  by  the  family  the  greatest  part 
of  the  night.  Twice  the  deacon  arose  and 
looked  into  the  room,  unp-rc  ived  by  trie 
preacher,  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  and 
found  him  on  his  knees.  As  s  >on  >-s  the  day 
began  to  dawn  he  heard  the  preacher  get  up 
and  go  out.  He  had  the  curiosity  to  follow 
him  at  a  distance,  lie  weht  to  the  orchard, 
where  lie  prostrated  himself  on  his  face,  and 
wrestled  and  prayed  to  God  for  the  people  in 


•  Gurrettiioii'a  Life,  p.  201. 


•  Cbristiau  Advocate  auJ  Journal,  Vol.  8,  p.  7. 
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thjt  place,  in  a  most  fervent  manner.  After 
a  oul  1 1 -4 i r  an  hour  lie  returned  to  his  room, 
and  waited  for  the  people  to  come  to  meeting. 
At  sunrise  quite  an  assembly  had  met,  and 
the  preacher  came  out  of  his  room,  and 
immediately  commenced  his  discourse. 

lie  told  them  he  had  obtained  an  evidence 
that  God  would  revive  His  work  in  that 
j...u-e;  and  that  He  was  at  work  even  now, 
on  their  hearts.  Before  he  finished  his  dis- 
course many  hearts  began  to  melt,  and  many 
eves  overflowed  with  tears. 

'•  He  had  sent  an  appointment  into  anoth- 
er part  of  the  town,  for  which  he  soon  set  off, 
und  a  large  part  of  his  morning  hearers  fol- 
lowed him.  In  the  village,  which  was  near 
the  center  of  the  town,  there  lived  a  Captain 
II.,  [Horton]  a  merchant,  who,  having  heard 
of  the  appointment,  set  off  with  his  niece,  a 
young  lady  who  lived  in  his  family,  to  hear 
the  Methodist  preacher.  During  the  dis- 
course the  young  lady  became  considerablv 
awakened  to  feel  the  need  of  religion.  When 
the  preacher  had  concluded,  he  osired  all 
who  felt  the  need  of  religion,  and  were  re- 
iolved  to  serve  God,  to  manifest  it  by  rising 
up.  Several  rose,  among  whom  was  the 
young  lady.  CapL  H.  seeing  this,  rose  also, 
rather  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  her  compa- 
ny than  anything  else,  for  he  felt  somewhat 
a-shanied  to  see  her  rise.  The  preacher  ad- 
dressed a  few  words  to  them  and  called  on 
God  and  his  holy  angels  to  witness  this  act 
of  theirs.  This  somewhat  arrested  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Captain.  They  set  off  toward 
home,  but  had  not  gone  far  before  the  preach- 
er overtook  them,  on  his  way  to  his  next  ap- 
pointment. He  entered  into  conversation 
with  the  captain.  He  got  him  to  promise  he 
would  take  his  advice,  if  it  should  be  such  as 
he  himself  should  acknowledge  to  be  good. 
In  this  way  he  prevailed  on  Lim.  to  promise 
to  seek  after  Godl 

By  the  earnest  entreaties  of  his  niece,  the 
captain  went  on  to  the  next  appointment ;  and 
here  he  became  powerfully  awakened,  and 
went,  home  with  a  very  heavy  heart.  When 
he  arrived  at  home,  he  found  his  brother  and 
lady  had  come  to  make  him  a  visit,  and  the 
f.imiiy  were  all  awaiting  his  arrival  to  dine, 
lie  sat.  down  at  the  table,  but  his  heart  was 
io  full  he  could  not  eat.  He  burst  into  tears 
»a  the  midst  of  the  company,  and  immediate- 
ly left  the  room.  The  family  were  in  great 
d.^resa,  for  they  feared  the  Methodists  had 
driven  him  distracted.  However  his  wife 
e  "•»□  set  out  for  religion,  and  he  and  she  and 
'  ■••  young  lady  were  happily  converted  to 
'•••••l.  A  blessed  work  of  God  immediately 
commenced  in  that  place,  and  a  society  was 
*juu  fodued. 

"  Tae  people  in  Brandon  were  not  all 
f«  n  i*  to  the  Methodists,  not  even  all  who 
pr  if.  -.-..,1  to  be  Christians.  Many  of  them 
I  ■  .."it  the  people  wre  stran^dy  deluded; 
*  •  i  M  for  the  captain,  they  doubted  nut  he 
crazy.  There  could  be  no  surer  sign  of 
t-  .=  ihau  that  he  should  bay,  he  knew  hid  sins 


|  forgiven.     Many  were  determined  to  dri 
the  Methodists  out  of  the  place.    Some  said 
the  preachers  were  from  England,  ani  -.v~re 
Sent  here  to  exert  an  influence  in  favor 

|  the  king.     One  day  when  our  friends  had 

I  assembled  in  a  school-house,  for  pub".:.-  wor- 
ship, a  minister  and  three  other.-,  one  o" 

'  whom  was  a  deacon  of  the  church,  and 
brother  to  Capt.  H.,  came  in,  and  stood  with 
their  hats  on,  while  the  preaeh-r  was  a: 
prayer.  As  soon  as  he  had  finished  praying, 
one  of  them  spoke  out  in  a  very  angry  loh-s, 
and  inquired,  what  business  they  nai  :  re  ' 
Our  people  made  no  reply;  but  brother 
Wood,  the  preacher,  said,  'All  who  wi-b  "j 
hear  Methodist  preaching  follow  me  to  broth- 
er H.'s  house';  and  they  commenced  s:^g.^^, 

4  Come  on,  my  partners  in  distress,'  ic. 

Immediately  all  left  the  house,  exoer:  :  ? 
minister  and  his  three  friends.  They  wens 
to  the  Captain's  house  and  proceedei  :a 
their  worship  without  farther  interruption.' 

The  first  Methodist  class  in  Brandon  was 
formed,  Aug.  14,  1798,  with  Major  Gideon 
Horton  as  leader  and  circuit  Steward.  As 
the  first  conference  at  which  preachers  are 
recorded  to  have  been  appointed  to  this  cir- 
cuit seems  not  to  have  been  held  till  the  I9th 
of  September  following,  the  original  mem- 
bers of  this  class  must  have  been  comprised 
in  the  186  members  before  mentioned.  Tne 
earliest  meetings  of  the  society  were  held  in 
Potato  Street,  now  called  the  MeConneil 
neighborhood,  most  of  the  inhabitants  in  thas 
section  being  Methodists,  with  a  iar^e  ric- 
her in  Sugar  Hollow.  Meetings  were  he!  1 
in  dwelling-houses,  barns  and  school-h^nses. 
Major  Horton,  the  leader,  used  to  go  i:wn 
from  the  village  to  attend  meetings.  Meet- 
ings of  great  interest  and  power  were  heli, 
sometimes  continuing  all  night.  Persons  were 
overcome  by  the  influence,  and  lay  for  hrnrs 
as  if  dead  or  in  a  swoon.  The  people,  espe- 
cially the  young,  thronged  the  meeting,  and 
numbers  of  the  converts  were  bitterly  op- 
posed, husbands  persecuting  their  wives,  ani 
parents  even  punishing  their  children,  to 
prevent  their  identifying  themselves  wira  tie 
Methodists. 

Among  the  original,  or  early  merr.b-:rs  of 
this  society,  besides  Major  Horton  ani  hia 
wife  Thirza,  were  Dr.  John  Horton,  Gideon 
Mott,  Henry  and  Eii  McCo'dom.  Daniel 
dee,  Daniel  Pomeroy,  Beaajah  Douglass  a:. I 
Nathaniel  B.  Alden.  Notwithstanding  ::.e 
fact  that  a  majority  of  the  early  Me;:.. . 
were  gathered  from  the  humbler  classes  o: 
society,  it  happened  in  many  instance-1,  that 
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some  remarkable  men  were  from  the  begin- 
ning enrolled  with  these  humble  disciples. 
This  was  the  case  with  the  Brandon  society. 
Numbers  of  those  above  named  and  their 
associates  lived  useful  and  honored  lives,  and 
left  descendants,  who  fill  honored  positions 
in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Major 
Horton  remained  an  officer  of  the  society  in 
Brandon  till  1S08,  when  he  removed  to  Hub- 
bardton  and  erected  mills,  around  which  a 
small  village  grew  up,  which  after  him  was 
called  Hortonville.  He  was  the  grandfather 
of  the  late  Mrs.  Franklin  Farrington.  Be- 
najah  Douglas,  a  native  of  Massachusetts, 
came  to  this  town  from  Ballston,  N.  Y.,  in 
1795,  was  a  most  irrepressible  character,  both 
in  religious  and  secular  affairs,  represented 
the  town  for  four  consecutive  years  (Dr.  A.  G. 
Dana  says  five)  in  the  legislature,  was  the 
grandfather  of  the  late  distinguished  United 
States  Senator,  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  and 
died  Oct.  2,  1829.  His  funeral  sermon  was 
preached  by  Rev.  Tobias  Spicer,  D.  D. 

Daniel  Pomeroy  came  to  town  in  1794,  was 
one  of  the  most  exemplary  and  efficient  mem- 
bers with  which  this  society  has  ever  been 
blessed",  and  represented  the  town  in  the 
State  Legislature  from  1823  till  1826  inclu- 
sive. He  died  Apr.  7,  1813,  aged  73.  One 
of  his  son3,  Rev.  Charles  Pomeroy,  was  long 
a  useful  and  devoted  minister  of  the  Troy 
Conference,  and  a  grandson,  Re».  Charles  R 
Pomeroy,  is  an  able  and  useful  minister  aud 
educator  in  the  church. 

Nathaniel  B.  Aiden  lived  for  many  years 
as  a  local  minister  in  the  church,  had  one  son 
who  was  also  a  local  preacher,  and  died  a  few 
years  since  in  Elizabethtown,  New  York. 

Eli  McCollum  remained  a  useful  member 
of  the  church  till  his  death,  and  is  now  well 
represented  in  the  church  by  his  son,  Har- 
ry S.  Mc  Collurn. 

The  church  prospered  for  several  years, 
and  within  10  years  from  the  organization 
of  the  society  arrangements  were  made  and 
materials  collected  to  build  a  church  on  a  site 
near  that  of  the  present  church  edifice.  Dis- 
sensions, however,  arose  in  the  church,  which 
caused  the  enterprise  to  be  abandoned.  A 
bitter  feud  raged  between  Messrs.  Douglas 
and  Gideon  Horton,  who  were  political  rivals. 
Mr.  Douglas  was  expelled  from  the  church, 
but  afterward  restored.  Mr.  Horton  removed 
to  Hubbardton,  as  already  stated.  Some 
other  members  withdrew  and  united  with 1 


other  branches  of  the  church,  and  the  society 
became  well-nigh  extinct.  A  sad  warning 
against  strife  among  brethren. 

In  1S14,  William  Clark,  a  zealous  Method- 
ist, removed  into  town.  He,  in  connection 
with  Eli  McCollum  established  meeting,  and 
Brandon  became  once  more  a  regular  preach- 
ing appointment,  which  it  has  continue-i  to 
be  to  the  present  time.  Three  years  later,  ia 
1817,  a  great  revival  prevailed  in  town. 
Benajafa  Douglas  and  Daniel  Pomeroy  are 
remembered  a3  the  chief  members  of  the 
church  in  1825. 

A  camp-meeting  was  held  in  Brandon,  near 
the  village,  in  1831,  and  another  in  l£32. 
Elder  Tobias  Spicer  presided  at  both.  Bishc  p 
Elijah  Hedding  attended  the  first,  preached 
and  ordained  a  minister. 

Rev.  Peter  P.  Harrower  was  appointed  to 
the  charge  of  the  Brandon  Society  for  the 
last  quarter  of  the  conference  year  1534—5 
and  the  succeeding  year.  When  he  went 
there  he  found  about  30  members  in  the  soci- 
ety, mostly  in  middle  and  advanced  life,  the 
chief  men  of  whom  were  Daniel  Pomeroy, 
Benj.  McDaniels,  David  Sanderson  and  £.i 
McCollum.  About  the  first  of  September, 
1835,  a  revival  commenced  and  continued 
without  interruption  for  some  8  months. 
As  the  result,  about  GO  converts  joined  the 
church  on  probation,  and  all,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  continued  in  the  church. 

The  first  Methodist  Sunday-School  in  town 
was  established  by  Mr.  Harrower  the  same 
year.  The  Sunday-School,  together  with  a 
bible-class  meeting  on  a  week  day,  had  much 
to  do  with  this  revival.  Mr.  Harrower  su- 
perintended the  school  himself  for  some  time. 
He  then  appointed  Harry  S.  Mc  Colluin,  su- 
perintendent, who  was  at  the  time  an  uncon- 
verted man,  but  he  soon  after  experienced  a 
change  of  heart.  Later  superintendents  of 
the  school  have  been  Charles  Sailings,  jr., 
Rev.  William  Ford,  Henry  L.  Leonard  ani 
J.  S.  Stafford. 

A  legal  society  was  organized  for  building 
a  Methodist  church,  Oct.  4,  1836,  and  on  the 
ISth,  Levi  Bacon,  Daniel  Pomeroy,  H.  S. 
McCollum,  Edward  Fisk  and  Lorenzo  Wash- 
burn were  chosen  trustees,  and  Daniel  Pom- 
eroy, building  committee.  I:  had  alreadv 
been  determined  to  build  a  brick  church  with 
a  tower.  Daniel  Pomeroy  for  himself  and 
son  subscribed  $  1350  for  the  church,  the  next 
highest  subscription  being  only  >  150,  The 
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church  was  built  in  1S37-8,  and  was  dedicat- 
ed »ust  before  conference  in  the  latter  year, 
presiding  elder  John  M.  Weaver  preaching 
the  dedicatory  sermon. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Rev.  John  W.  Bel- 
knap, who  was  appointed  to  Brandon  in 
lo  >s,  the  first  pastor  to  occupy  the  pulpit  in 
the  new  church,  in  connection  with  the  pas- 
tors of  the  Baptist  and  Congregational  church- 
tv*,  special  services  were  held  at  Forestdale, 
the  Arnold  neighborhood,  and  in  other  school- 
houses  about  town,  and  an  extensive  revival 
occurred  ;  30  adults  were  converted  in  the 
Arnold  district  alone.  In  this  revival  Lewis 
Barker  was  converted,  who  has  since  been 
one  of  the  main  pillars  of  the  church.  Un- 
der the  labors  of  Rev.  Daniel  F.  Page,  pastor 
in  1841,  a  series  of  meetings  was  held  in  the 
Arnold  school-house,  at  which  a  large  num- 
ber of  children  were  converted.  The  num- 
bers of  probationers  reported  to  conference 
by  Rev.  C.  R.  Ford,  pastor  1855-7,  indicate 
that  very  considerable  additions  were  made 
to  the  church  by  conversion  during  his  term 
of  service.  The  largest  number  of  members 
that  has  ever  been  reported  to  conference, 
since  Brandon  became  a  separate  charge,  was 
131  members  and  11  probationers  which  were 
reported  by  Rev.  B,  D.  Ames  in  1662. 

The  present  officers  of  the  church  are  as 
follows:  Pastor,  Rev:  Andrew  Heath; 

Stewards,  H.  S.  McCollum,  Lewis  Barker, 
Wm.  A.  Williams,  Emory  Fuller,  James  L. 
Cahee  Henry  L.  Leonard,  A.  Me  Laughlin, 
J.  S.  Stafford  and  Asahel  L.  Cool. 

Leaders,  Wm.  A.  Williams,  Henry  L. 
Leonard,  and  Chauncey  Hewett. 

Sunday-School  Superintendent,  J.  S.  Staf- 
ford. 

A  very  eligible  lot,  opposite  the  Brandon 
House,  has  recently  been  secured,  on  which  to 
trect  a  new  church.,  This  enterprise  will 
doubtless  be  carried  out  at  no  distant  day. 
The  church  has  also  erected  a  cottage  on  the 
N'-w  Haven  Camp-Ground. 

The  following  preachers  have  been  raised 
0?  in  connection  with  the  Brandon  society, 
vi.'..  Noah  Bi^elow,  licensed  to  preach  in 
1809.  Nathaniel  B.  Alden,  licensed  to  preach 
in  181Q.  Charles  Porneroy,  licenced  to  r;eaeh 
'  •  1820,  an*!  Enoch  Brazee  probably  licensed 
*  »  preach  about  the  same  time  as  the  latter. 

Bigelow  entered  the  travelling  connec- 
ts uin  is  10  ,  preached  in  the  States  of  Maine, 

!W- Hampshire,    Vermont,  Massachusetts, 


New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  He  filled  im- 
portant appointments  in  Portland,  Maine, 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  Troy,  N.  Y.  and  New  York 
City,  at  which  place  he  died  about  1S45.  lie 
was  a  man  of  genuine  piety  and  superior  tal- 
ents, but  injured  his  health  by  the  practice  of 
vociferous  speaking.  He  commenced  his  re- 
ligious life  alone,  so  far  as  his  own  family 
was  concerned,  they  all  remaining  unconvert- 
ed till  the  great  revival  of  1817,  when  most 
of  them  were  brought  in.  Charles  Porneroy 
joined  the  New  York  conference  in  1822.  He 
was  a  powerful  preacher,  and  a  man  of  deep 
conscientiousness  and  solid  piety.  He  con- 
tinued a  faithful  and  useful  minister  of  the 
church,  till  in  the  mental  infirmity  of  ad- 
vanced age  he  became  a  Swedenborgian.  He 
has  reared  a  most  worthy  family  of  children, 
several  of  whom  have  been  called  to  fill  re- 
sponsible positions  in  society.  Rev.  Enoch 
Brazee  left  the  church  and  joined  the  Free 
Will  Baptists. 

STATISTICS   OF    THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH,  BRANDOS. 

The  following  table  contains  the  statistics 
of  the  circuit  in  which  the  Brandon  society 
was  included,  from  the  beginning  down  to 
1841,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  the 
statistics  of  the  Church  in  Brandon  which  has 
been  a  separate  station: 
Year.  Members.    Names  of  Ministers  appointed. 
1798  186     Joseph  Mitchell,  Abner  Wood. 
1709  274     Joseph  Mitchell,  Joseph  Sawyer. 
1S00  343     Henry  Ryan,  Robert  Dyer. 
1801  285     Ezekiel  Canfield,  Eben'r  Wash- 
burn. 

1S02  202     Eben'r  Stevens,  Joshua  Crowe!  1. 

1803  205     Henry  Eames,  Ebenezer  Stevens. 

1804  351     Seth  Crowell. 

1S05  388     Samuel  Draper,  Reuben  Harris. 

1806  360     Samuel  Howe,  George  Powers. 

1807  305     George  Powers,  Lewis  Pease. 

1805  431  Dexter  Bates,  Steph.  Sornborger. 
1800  5.^9     Francis  Brown. 

1810  645     Daniel  Brumly,  Tobias  Spicer. 

1811  40S     Samuel  Howe,  Justus  Byington. 

1812  587     David    Lewis,  Beardsley  Nor- 

throp. 

1813  640     Thomas  Madden,  David  Lewis. 

1814  611      Alrnon  Dunbar. 

1815  60S     Justus  Byington,  Jacob  Beeman. 

1316  605     J.  Byington.  D.  Lewis,  Cypr;aa 

H.  Gridley. 

1317  733     D.  Lewis,  C.'h.  Gridley,  James 

Covell. 
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Year 

ISIS 
1319 
1820 
18J1 

1822 
1823 
182  i 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1823 
1829 
1830 

1831 
1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 

1836. 

1837 

1833 


715 
793 
737 
773 

921 
432 
501 
429 
510 
128 
160 
202 
236 

255 

255 
299 

97-> 


333 


390 


1839  237 


1840  311 


1S41 
1342 
1343 
1841 
1845 
1S46 
1317 
1843 
1849 
1550 
1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 
1357 
1358 
1S59 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1S63 
1861 


293 
86 
87 
80 
78 
90 
60 
70 
79 
72 
70 
77 
91 
100 
87 
72 
91 
113 
114 
116 
127 
131 
110 
110 


Frob.  Nam**  of  Ministers  appointed. 

Isaac  Hill,  Phinehas  Doaa. 
EU  Barnett,  Moses  Amidon. 
Samuel  Draper,  Jacob  Beeman. 
Samuel  Draper,  Moses  Amidou, 

J.  Beemau. 
George  Smith,  Hiram  Meeter. 
Harvey  De  Wolf,  Piulo  Ferris. 
Harvey  De  Wolf,  Dillon  Stevens. 
Cyrus  Priudie,  Lucius  Baldwin. 
Cyrus  Prindle. 
Orvil  Kimpton. 
Joshua  Poor. 
J.  Poor,  M.  Chamberlain. 
Cyrus  Meeker,  Christopher  R. 

Morris. 

Charles  Pomeroy,  Lewi3  Potter. 
William  Rider,  John  Alley. 
Samuel  Eighmy,  Asa  C.  Hand. 

Reuben  Wescott,  Peter  M.  Hitch- 
cock, P.  P.  Harrower. 

Joel  Squire,  Lawton  Cady,  Mau- 
ley, Wi  then  11. 

Ezra  Sayre,  Braman  Avers,  Da- 
vid P.  Hulburd. 

E.  Sayre,   John   W.  Belknap, 

D.  P.  Hulburd, 

W.  F.  Hurd,  Peter  P.  Harrower, 

Cassius  H.  Harvey. 
W.  F.  Hurd,  Micajah  Townsend, 

David  Osgood. 
Daniel  F.  Page. 
William  A.  Miller. 
William  Ford. 
Thomas  Kirby. 
Thomas  Kirby. 
Mathias  Ludlum. 
Mathias  Ludlum. 
Albinus  Johnson. 
3  Albinus  Johnson. 
2  Alvin  C.  Ruse. 

1  Alvin  C.  Rose. 

2  Diodorus  H.  Loveland. 
8  Diodorus  II.  Loveland. 
8  Reuben  Washburne. 

16  Cornelius  R.  Ford. 
35  Cornelius  R.  Ford. 
31  Zina  H.  Brown,  Wra.  Ford. 


19  Zina  II.  Bro\ 


•  rd. 


6  William  A.  Miller,  Win,  Ford. 
3  B.^rnice  D.  Ames,  Win.  Ford. 
6  Bcrriice  D.  Ames. 
11  Andrew  Witherspoon,  D.  D. 
5  Andrew  Wither^, oou,  D.  D. 
2  Richard  Mor^n. 


1365  112  3  Richard  Morgan. 
1866  Richard  Morgan. 

tmi  123  5  William  Ford. 

1868  124  3  Wo.  V/.  Atwater. 

1869  124  10  Wm.  W.  Atwater. 
RS70  120  9  Andrew  Heath. 
1371  115  8  Andrew  Heath. 

The  circuit  of  which  the  statistics  are  giv- 
en above  was  at  first  called  Vergennes,  and 
embraced  all  the  Methodists  in  Vermont, 
west  of  the  Mountains.  In  1799  it  was  cur- 
tailed by  the  organization  of  Essex  circuit, 
embracing  that  portiou  of  Western  Vermont, 
north  of  Williston.  In  1801,  it  first  appears 
under  the  name  of  Brandon  circuit,  all  the  ter- 
ritory north  of  Salisbury  remaining  in  Ver- 
gennes circuit.  It  then,  and  for  some  time 
afterwards,  extended  south  and  west  so  as  to 
include  Danby  and  Wells,  and  Granville  with 
Whitehall  and  Crownpoint  in  New  York.  In 
1821,  the  circuit  was  further  reduced  in  size 
by  the  erection  of  Whitehall  circuit  from  it, 
embracing  Shoreham,  Sudbury,  Hubbardton, 
Middletown  and  the  towns  to  the  west  of 
them.  The  circuit  before  many'  years  was 
still  further  reduced  in  size,  and  from  1S26  to 
1840  its  boundaries  and  name  were  often 
changed.  For  one  or  two  years,  about  1835 
it  is  not  easy  to  determine  from  the  Minutes 
in  what  circuit  the  Brandon  Society  was  in- 
cluded. From  1841  to  the  present  time, 
(1872),  the  boundaries  of  the  charge  have  re- 
mained substantially  unchanged,  embracing 
the  town  of  Brandon  and  the  William's  dis- 
trict in  Sudbury. 

FROM  A.  DISCOURSE  ON  THE  LIFE  AND  CHARAC- 
TER OF  HON.  STEPHEN  A.  DOUGLAS. 

BY  REV.  D.  D.  AMES,  DELIVERED  IX  TFI3    METHODIST  E. 
CHURCH   \T  BKASDON,  ON  SUNDAY,  JUNK  9,  lSCl.* 

"  How  are  the  mighty  fallen  in  the  midst 
of  the  battle." — 2d  Samuel  i.  25. 

During  the  last  week  signs  of  mourning 
appeared  throughout  the  nation.  Bells  were 
tolUd.  minute  guns  tired,  and  flags  were  dis- 
mayed ac  half-mast  and  draped  in  black. 
The  telegraph  flashed  everywhere  the  melan- 
choly intelligence  that  a  distinguished  citizen 
was  no  more. 

On  Monday  morning  last,  Hon.  Stephen 
Arnold  Douglas  closed  Ins  earthly  career. 
The  prominent  part  he  had  borne  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  nation,  the  auddennesa  of  his 
d«ath,  its  occurrence  in  the  high  noon  of  Irs 
manhood  and  in  the  plenitude  and  maturity 
of  his  strength,  as  well  as  in  the  crisis  of  the 
nation's  hisiorv,  have  all  conspired  to  render 
tiie  event  peculiarly  impressive.  Truly, 

•  Printed  in  pamphlet. — Ed. 
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"Death  lnn-1  a  shining  murk,  a  single  blow, 
/  lil.iw  which  while  it  executes,  alarms, 
Au.l  startler  thuusauds  with  a  single  fall." 

The  death  of  such  a  man,  of  one  who  has 
bv  his  words  and  deeds  occupied  so  Large  a  [ 
share  of  the  public  attention,  and  who  has 
been  so  lauded  by  his  friends  and  decried  by 
his  enemies,  affords  a  favorable  opportunity 
to  take  a  survey  of  his  life  and  character. 
******* 

*  And  it  is  the  more  fitting  for  us  to 
make  this  improvement  of  the  solemn  event 
from  the  fact  that  here  was  the  birth-place 
of  Senator  Douglas,  the  home  of  his  child- 
hood and  youth,  the  residence  of  his  father 
and  grandfather,  and  their  iinal  resting  place. 
*       *       *       *       *       *  * 

Mr.  Douglas  was  born  in  the  house  now 
occupied  by  Justus  Hyatt,  Esq.,  in  this  vil- 
lage, Apr.  23,  1813.  His  father,  for  whom 
he  was  named,  was  a  physician — a  native  of 
Hancock,  Mass.  He  died  suddenly,  probably 
of  aneurism  of  the  heart,  with  the  mture 
Senator  in  his  arms,  when  the  latter  was  but 
two  months  old.  His  grandfather,  Benajah 
Douglas,  was  a  prominent  citizen  of  tins 
town  and  was  for  several  years  its  Represent- 
ative in  the  State  Legislature.  He  was  an 
early  and  zealous  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
in  this  place. 

The  mother  of  Mr.  Douglas  retired  with 
him  and  a  daughter  18  months  older  to  a 
farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Henry 
L.  Leonard,  which  she  had  inherited  con- 
jointly with  a  brother,  the  late  Mr.  Edward 
Fiske.  Until  young  Douglas  was  15  years 
of  age  he  remained  on  the  farm,  in  the  mean 
tune  acquiring  a  good  common  education  at 
the  Arnold  school-house  and  the  old  acade- 
my. At  this  time  he  earnestly  desired  to 
prepare  for  college,  but  being  thwarted  in 
this  by  his  friends',  from  pecuniary  considera- 
tions, he  left  the  farm  and  engaged  himself 
as  an  apprentice  to  the  trade  of  cabinet-mak- 
ing. At  this  he  worked  a  year  and  a  hall', 
part  of  the  time  in  Mr.  Parker's  shop  in 
Middlebury,  and  part  in  Dea.  Know. ton's  in 
this  town.  His  health  failing,  he  left  the 
shop  and  en  ered  the  brick  academy,  (now 
the  district  school-house  on  the  south  side  of 
the  river)  in  this  place,  where  he  prosecuted 
his  studies  for  a  year.  He  afterwards  stud- 
ied in  the  academy  in  Canandaigua,  Ontario 
Co.,  N.  Y.,  his  mother  and  sister  having  mar- 
ried a  father  and  son  named  Granger,  resid- 
ing in  that  county.  There  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  In  the  spring  of  18;;;],  he  s -t 
out  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  great  West,  but 
was  detained  the  whole  summer  by  severe 
illness  at  Cleveland.  After  his  recovery  he 
visited  various  places  until  at  Jacksonville, 
III.,  he  found  his  funds  reduced  to  thirty- 
feev^n  and  a  half  cents.  He  walked  16  miles 
to  Winchester,  replenished  his  depleted  treas- 
ury by  Serving  three  days  as  clerk  for  an 
auctioneer,  then  opened  a  school  which  he 
taught  for  three  months.  While  engaged  in 
teaching  he  Studied  law,  evenings,  and  prac- 
ticed before  a  justice  Saturday  afternoons. 


Having  been  admitted  to  the  bar  he  opened 
an  ofhee  in  March,  1834.  He  wa<  remarka- 
bly successful  in  his  practice,  and  his  prog^ 
ress  in  his  pol.tical  career  was  truly  marvel- 
ous. Within  a  year  of  his  admission  to  the 
bar,  while  not  yet  22  years  of  age  he  was 
elected  by  the  Legislature,  Attorney  General 
of  the  State.  In  1835,  be  was  chosen  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  of  which  body  he 
was  the  youngest  member,  in  1837,  he  was 
appointed  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at 
Springfield,  by  President  Van  Ruren.  In 
1638,  he  came  within  five  votes  of  an  election 
to  Congress  in  a  poll  of  36,000  votes.  He 
was  then  only  twenty-five  years  of  age.  In 
December,  1640,  he  was  chosen  Secretary  of 
State  of  Illinois,  and  in  February,  1841,  he 
was  chosen  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
In  1842,  he  was  elected  a  Representative  in 
Congress,  and  was  re-elected  in  IS  14.  At 
the  close  of  his  second  term  in  the  lower 
house  of  Congress  he  was  transferred  to  the 
Senate,  of  which  he  continued  a  member  for 
14  years,  until  his  death. 

He  was  a  prominent  competitor  for  the 
Democratic  nomination  for  the  presidency  in 
1852,  again  in  1856,  and  he  finally  achieved 
it  in  i860,  to  be  defeated  before  the  people. 
But  of  these  later  events  of  his  life,  with 
which  you  are  so  familiar  I  need  not  speak. 

During  the  last  10  or  12  years  no  man  has 
been  so  conspicususly  and  constantly  before 
the  American  people  as  Senator  Douglas. 
Scarcely  a  measure  or  principle,  relating 
either  to  the  home  or  foreign  policy  o:  the 
government,  has  been  agitated  within  that 
period  which  has  not  received  his  vigorous 
support  or  encountered  his  energetic  opposi- 
tion. He  will  figure  in  history  as  one  of  the 
chief  actors  in  the  period  of  our  national 
history  which  is  just  now  closing  with  civil 
war. 

He  could  not  be  said  to  have  attained  the 
first  rank  as  a  Statesman.  He  must  have 
been  endowed  with  capabilities  more  than 
human  to  have  done  so  in  spite  of  all  the 
disadvantages  under  which  he  labored.  His 
scholastic  attainments  were  limited,  and  his 
circumstances  must  have  always  prevented 
him  from  supplying  the  deficiency  by  exten- 
sive reading.  Neither  his  youth  as  a  farmer 
boy  or  a  cabinet  maker's  apprentice,  nor  his 
manhood  as  an  office  holder  and  a  partisan 
leafier  and  stump  speaker  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity for  acquiring  that  thorough  culture 
and  intimate  acquaintance  with  history  and 
the  philosophy  of  government  which  are  in- 
dispensable to  the  great  Statesman. 

It  was  a  great  mistake  or  misfortune  *  of 

*  We  could  wish  this,  the  paragraph  above  ami  two 
following,  had  been  written  more  carefully.  "It  was 
a  misfortune  to  rush  so  suddenly  from  rh-  workshop  to 
his  profession."  "  It  was  certainly  n  K'<"<-it  niisfortuiM 
to  him  to  h<)  called  so  early  to  assume  responsible  offi- 
cial trusts"  aui,  "it  is  doubtful  whether  lie  e- er 
found  himself  in  a  situation  whore  he  could  not  ac- 
•  juit  himself  with  credit,"  are  not  logical.  We  admit 
them,  as  they  contain  somewhat  we  would  ritain. 
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Mr.  Douglas  to  rush  so  suddenly  fr.  •.  the 
work-hop'  to  the  active  practice  of  hi*  *,  -  j  iea- 
gion;  au'd  it  was  certainly  a  gre&i  v.  for- 
tune* to  him  to  he  called  so  early  to  >.-•••  •. me 
responsible  official  trusts,  from  wi  for 
any  length  of  time,  he  never  alter  h-  \ed. 

As  an  off-hand  debater,  either  in  v  >  -en- 
ate  or  on  the  stump,  he  was  rarely  <-  .  ■  -.], 
and  perhaps  never  vanquished  ex  vhen 
his  antagonist  had  the  better  cause  tc  -.  sad. 

His  adroitness  ami  skill  in  debaL*  vere 
proverbial.  A  remark  has  been  weij  ^.piied 
to  him,  which  an  opponent  once  rna-;>, "con- 
cerning Henry  Clay:  "If  I  throw  he 
goes  off  with  flying  banners,  per^u-..  -■  the 
spectators  that  "he  is  victorious,  and  <  aost 
makes  me  think  so  too."  His  for.  in 
resources  was  wonderful.  Notwithr.iviing 
the  defects  of  his  early  education,  it  is  4oubt- 
ful  whether  he  ever  found  himself  in  >.  situa- 
tion where  he  could  not  acquit  him*::. '  with 
credit.*  Vermonrers  have  witnessed  some- 
thing of  his  skill  in  adapting  himseh  \s>  his 
audience  so  as  to  win  the  applause  <r;en  of 
his  determined  opponents. 

I  heard  him  deliver  his  speech  at  l*\  i  lle- 
bury  College  in  1851,  when  he  recti  iw\  the 
degree  of  LL.D.  there,  i'hat  was  tu<s  ■-  --eeh 
in  which  he  afterward  boasted  of  having 
made  the  remark  that  "Vermont  was  yood 
State  to  be  born  in,  provided  one  titrated 
early."  I  have  no  recollection  of  L  -  flak- 
ing any  such  remark.  But  he  certainly  did 
not  fail  to  win  the  admiration  of  the  people. 
And  you  well  recollect  how  in  his  speech 
here  last  summer  he  charmed  away  the 
asperity  of  your  opposition  to  him.  This 
power  of  adaptation,  the  freshness  and  vigor 
of  his  thoughts,  his  bold  and  untja.'.imeied 
style  of  oratory  with  his  heroic  perseverance 
and  courage  and  that  indefinable  mago»;tisr» 
which  great  leaders  civil  and  mili  >,r y  so 
often  possess,  made  him  the  admiraUon,  the 
idol  of  his  followers. 

Among  his  remarkable  characteristic  were 
great  self-reliance,  an  indomitable  un- 
conquerable energy  and  persevera;,  and 

We  have  desired  an  able  paper  on  this  groat  Sf aln^wan, 
fur  the  history  of  Brandon,  and  several  yean  m  ,-  0  en- 
gaged the  Hon.  D.  A.  Saialley  of  Burlington,  ha  | 
the  advantage  of  an  intimate  acquain  anee  wuh  Doug- 
las to  prepare  his  biographical  -ketch  ;  an  i  wU"n  we 
found,  a  year  since,  that  lie  shrank  now  Irani  an  much 
of  a  literary  effort,  and  named  and  engaged  Henry 
Clark,  of  Vermont  historical  tame,  to  be  his  nulntifute, 
and  he,  Judge  Smalley,  had  visited  htm  at  KuiUi,.|  f,,r 
this  purpo-e,  and  had  communicated  to  lain  iiio  help, 
and  Mr.  Clark  had  assured  us  that  he  would  the 
paper,  and  has  it  underway  but  not  yet  compi.  t,.,i_ 
unwilling  to  go  to  press  with  Brandon  p&poi »  without 
Some  account  of  the  "  Little  Giant''  of  t!i.<  nation,  horn 
at  Brandon,  we  have  concluded  to  givn  thla  attract 
hf*re,  from  the  commemorative  sermon  praudiod  for 
him  in  his  native  town;  and  the  Olograph  i<  ft  |  Nb«tch 
Mr.  Clark  has  iu  progress,  with  other  inton^tlnn 
valuable  papers,  prepared  aud  being  prepared,  to  fallow 
the  histories  of  the  towus  of  Rutland  Couuty.— l<;,l. 


dauntless  courage,  a  boldness  indeed  which 
at  times  almost  bordered  upon  reclde^ne-s. 

His  self-reliance  flashed  forth  when  his 
family  decided  that  he  mast  relinquish  the 
idea  of  acquiring  a  collegiate  education. 
"Well  then,"  he  is  reported  to  have  said  "  I 
will  take  care  of  mystdf," — a  principle  upon 
which  he  doubtless  acted  ever  afterwards. 
In  this  trait  he  was  well  worthy  of  the  im- 
itation of  his  young  fellow-countryman. 

His  unconquerable  will,  his  qu<mchlr-ss 
energy,  and  undaunted  courage  were  fully 
put  to  the  test  in  his  memorable  struggle  for 
the  repeal  of  the  slavery  restriction  of  the 
Missouri  compromise  in  winch  he  was  op- 
posed by  nearly  the  whole  North,  and  a'jain 
in  his  heroic  struggle  against  the  admission 
of  Kansas  under  the  Lecornpton  constitution, 
when  he  had  the  administration  and  nearly 
all  the  members  of  Congress  of  his  own  party 
pitted  against  him.  Perhaps  no  other  man 
living  would  have  had  the  courasr«  to  throw 
down  the  gauntlet  as  he  did  in  offering  the 
Kanzas-Nebraska  bill,  or  could  have  earned 
it  through  if  he  had. 

******* 

I.  Judge  Douglas  was  inexcusably  prodi- 
gal of  that  priceless  boon,  physical  health. 

Although  far  from  robusc  in  his  youth,  yet 
in  his  mature  manhood,  lie  had  an  iron  con- 
stitution, and  his  powers  of  endurance  were 


pro 


ligious.    But  his  free  habits  of  living, 


and  his  Herculean  labors  were  too  much  for 
any  one  to  endure.  Perhaps  no  one  ever 
carried  stump  speaking  to  such  excess  as  he 
did.  During  the  presidential  canvass  of 
1810  he  addressed  200  political  gatherings. 
And  his  biographer  states  that  in  the  four 
months  occupied  in  his  senatorial  campaign 
in  1853,  "he  made  130  speeches — 127  of 
which  were  delivered  in  the  open  air.  He 
passed  most  of  the  time  in  rail  curs  and  car- 
riages, on  an  average,  going  to  bed  but  three 
times  a  week.  On  one  occasion,  during  the 
canvass,  he  was  five  days  and  nights  with- 
out going  to  bed."  These,  with  his  last  sum- 
mer's tour,  are  but  the  more  prominent  soec- 
imens  of  his  labors  in  this  particular  held  for 
the  last  twenty  years.  And  some  of  his 
campaigns  in  the  somite  have  bt-en  hardly 
less  severe  than  any  before  the  people. 
*       *        *       »       *       *  » 

Senator  Douglas  was  admonished  of  his 
imprudence  several  years  since  by  a  serious 
attack  of  throat  disease,  A^ain  he  was 
warned  one  year  ago  by  his  broken  health. 
But  after  the  labors  of  last  summer,  and  of 
the  succeeding  session  of  Congress,  he  went 
home  to  Chicago  to  die.-  His  sun,  alas!  his 
gone  down  at  noon!  Who  can  say  what 
might  not  have  rendered  his  coun- 
in  this 


at  noon 

service  1 

try  for  the  next  twenty-live  y 
new  and  glorious  era  ui  her  i 
life  had  been  prolonged. 


1  1  ~  L 


'V  if  his 


Of  his  early  moral  and  religious  culture 
I  have  been  able  to  learn  nothing.  If  it  was 
neglected,  it  was  his  misfortune. 

•       •       •       •       •        ♦  • 


BRANDON. 
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1.  Mr.  Douglas  was  a  thorough  American. 
He  loved  his  country  and  gloried  in  its  pros- 
perity. He  was  wont  to  cast  longing  glances 
to  that  future  when  all  North  America  would 
be  embraced  in  our  nation,  and  ours  would 
be  an  ocean-bound  Republic. 

2.  Mr.  Douglas  was  true  to  the  Union  from 
first  to  last,  His  final  stand  for  the  Union 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  Government,  the 
Constitution  and  the  Laws  was  worthy  of  all 
praise.  When  the  black  cloud  of  treason, 
which  had  been  lowering  over  our  whole 
Southen  horizon  from  the  Potomac  to  the 
•Rio  Grande,  burst  in  "leaden  rain  and  iron 
hail"  upon  devoted  Sumpter  and  its  gallant 
garrison,  then  the  bugle  notes  of  Douglas 
were  heard  calling  the  people  to  the  rescue. 
And  surely  "  one  blast  upon  his  bugle  was 
worth  a  thousand  men."  It  has  been  truly 
paid  that  "  no  voice  has  been  more  powerful 
than  his  in  producing  that  unanimity  and 
heartiness  with  which  the  people  of  the  free 
{States  have  rallied  to  the  defence  of  their 
flag  and  their  national  existence;  no  exhort- 
ations to  concord  and  energy  have  been  more 
tanelv  or  more  weighty  than  his."  As  soon 
as  the  last  hope  of  reconciliation  was  gone, 
and  civil  war  was  seen  to  be  inevitable,  he 
called  upon  the  President,  tendered  assur- 
ances of  his  cordial  support  in  maintaining 
the  Government,  and  gave  various  practical 
suggestions  and  counsels  of  great  value.  It 
was  even  in  contemplation  to  give  him  a  Gen- 
eral's commission,  that  he  might  defend  in  the 
field  that  cause  which  he  had  so  ably  sup- 
ported in  the  Senate  and  before  the  people, 
but  he  had  encountered  and  been  vanquished 
by  that  foe  to  whom  we  must  all  sooner  or 
later  capitulate,  has  entered  that  war  in 
which  "  there  is  no  discharge."  His  decease 
at  this  tune  is  regarded  by  the  Administra- 
tion at  Washington  and  by  the  people  gener- 
ally as  a  national  calamity. 

Those  who  know  him  best,  speak  of  his 
social  and  domestic  qualities  in  terms  of  high 
commendation.  Says  a  late  writer  in  the  in- 
dependent:  "Bold,  frank,  genial  and  hearty, 
no  man  was  ever  less  pretentious,  less  repel- 
lent in  manners.  The  poorest  and  humblest, 
if  of  the  Caucasian  race,  found  him  always 
cordial,  never  sporting  airs  of  superiority — 
a  public-spirited  citizen,  a  generous  neighbor, 
a  devoted  friend.  No  white  man  was  ever 
oppressed  by  his  greatness,  or  ill  at  ease  in 
his  presence.  Born  of  the  people,  he  never 
sought  to  rise  above  them,  but  was  hail-fel- 
low with  the  rudest  or  the  most  benighted  to 
the  last." 

From  his  perfect  familiarity  with  the  peo- 
ple and  his  accessibility  to  them,  the  snobs 
and  petty  aristocrats,  wlio  sport  their  preten- 
tions to  superiority  everywhere,  might  learn 
a  salutary  lesson.  It  is  natural  and  fitting 
that  men  who  are  identified  with  the  people 
as  Mr.  Douglas  was,  and  as  the  late  Silas 
Wright  was,  should  have  their  affections, 
whily  those  of  more  courtly,  but  repellent 
manners,  will  only  secure  their  cold  respect. 


He  was  a  devoted  husband,  an  affectionate 
father,  an  ardent  and  generous  friend.  Was 
ready  to  give  to  the  last  dollar  to  relieve  the 
destitute  and  suffering  who  sought  his  aid. 
Had  he  united  the  courtesy  of  a  Seward 
towards  his  opponents  with  his  own  devoted- 
ness  to  his  friends,  it  would  have  been  to  bis 
advantage,  but  still  multitudes  of  hearts  were 
ardently  attached  to  him,  and  thousands 
mourn  for  his  untimely  fall  as  for  a  father 
or  a  brother. 

On  his  visit  to  Middlebury  College,  al- 
ready mentioned,  he  made  that  institution 
a  donation  of  $500,  and  he  founded  a  noble 
institution  near  Chicago,  and  enriched  it 
with  a  princely  donat.on. 

"  How  are  the  mighty  fallen  in  the  midst 
of  the  battle."  Yes,  in  the  midst  of  the  bat- 
tle of  life  and  in  the  midst  of  the  battle  for 
our  national  existence,  a  chief  pillar  of  the 
State  has  fallen.  May  the  hearts  that  beat 
warmly  for  him  in  hi3  lifetime,  and  that 
grieve  for  his  early  fall,  now  turn  with  a 
stronger  affection  to  our  loved  father-land 
which  he  spent  his  last  and  dying  efforts  to 
save. 

Death,  that  comes  with  equal  pace  to  the 
palaces  of  the  rich  and  the  hovels  of  the 
poor,  has  claimed  for  his  own  the  Senator, 
the  husband,  the  father,  the  friend,  and  all 
that  was  mortal  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  now 
sleeps  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Michigan,  in  his 
adopted  State,  near  the  institution  founded 
by  his  benevolence,  which  is  his  noblest 
monument. 

PROPHETIC  FOEESIGHT  OF  SENATOR  DOUGLAS. 

A  remarkable  exhibition  of  foresight  by 
the  late  Senator  Douglas — a  native  of  Bran- 
don, and  the  bones  of  whose  ancestors  rest  in 
the  old  Cemetery  back  of  the  Congregation- 
al Church  in  this  village — has  been  lately 
made  public.  In  a  speech  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Mr.  Arnold  of  Illinois 
made  these  interesting  statements  ; 

"  Here  I  will  pause  a  moment  to  state  a 
most  remarkable  prediction  made  by  Doug- 
las in  1SB1.  The  statement  is  furnish- -d  to 
me  by  General  C.  A.  Stewart  of  New  York, 
a  gentleman  of  the  highest  respectability. 
Douglas  was  asked  by  General  Stewart,  (who 
was  making  a  New  Year's  call  on  Mr.  Doug- 
las,) "  What  will  be  the  result  of  the  efforts 
of  Jefferson  Davis  and  his  associates  to  divide 
the  Union  ?"  Douglas  replied  :  "  The  cotton 
States  are  making  an  effort  to  draw  in  the 
border  States  to  their  schemes  of  secession, 
and  I  am  too  fearful  they  will  succeed.  If 
they  do  succeed,  there  will  be  the  most  terri- 
ble civil  war  the  world  has  ever  seen,  lasting 
for  years.  Virginia  will  become  a  charnei 
house;  but  the  end  will  be  the  triumph  of 
the  Uuion  cause.  One  of  their  firsi  efforts 
will  bo  to  take  possession  of  this  capital,  to 
give  them  prestige  abroad,  but  they  will 
never  succeed  in  taking  it;  the  North  will 
rise  en  masse  to  defend  it;  but  it  will  become 
a  city  of  hospitals  ;  the  churches  will  be  used 
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for  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  even  the  Min- 
nesota block  (now  the  Douglas  hospital)  may 
be  devoted  to  that  purpose  before  the  end  of 
the  war."  General  Stewart  inquired,  "  What 
justification  is  there  for  all  this?"  Doug- 
las  replied,  "There  is  no  justification  nor 
any  pretense  of  any.  If  they  will  remain  in 
the  Union  I  will  go  a3  far  as  the  Constitu- 
tion will  permit  to  maintain  their  just  rights, 
and  I  do  not  doubt  but  a  majority  of  Con- 
gress would  do  the  same.  But,  "  said  he, 
rising  on  his  feet  and  extending  his  arms, 
"  If  °the  Southern  States  attempt  to  secede 
from  this  Union,  without  further  cause,  I  am 
in  favor  of  their  having  just  so  many  slaves 
and  just  so  much  slave  territory  as  they  can 
hold  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and  no 
more  !" —  Vt.  Record  of  April,  1864. 

BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  PROTESTANT  EPISCO- 
PAL CHURCH  OF  BRANDON. 

June  15,  1839,  Messrs.  Royal  Blake,  Benja- 
min F.Greene,  Charles  Backus,  Edward  Sher- 
man, Francis  Webb,  James  Briggs,  and 
Charles  Blake,  met  at  the  house  of  Royal 
Blake  in  Forestdale — east  part  of  Brandon. 
Rev.  Dr.  John  A.  Hicks,  then  Rector  of 
Trinity  church,  Rutland,  by  request,  being 
present.  The  parish  of  St.  Thomas  church, 
Brandon  was  duly  organized,  the  following 
elections  being  made  : 

Charles  Backus,  Senior  Warden  ;  Edward 
Sherman,  Junior  Warden ;  Royal  Blake, 
Francis  Webb,  Benjamin  F.  Greene,  Charles 
Blake,  Vestrymen. 

Edward  Sherman,  Secretary. 

Edward  Sherman  first  represented  the 
parish  in  Diocesan  convention  at  Middle- 
bury,  September,  1839.  Services  were  held 
for  many  years  at  the  house  of  Royal  Blake, 
Forestdale. 

1841.  The  few  at  the  Village  interested 
in  the  church  united  with  those  at  Forest- 
dale and  elected 

Charles  Backus,  Senior  Warden  ;  D.  W.  C. 
Clark,  Junior  Warden  ;  E.  N.  Briggs,  Ben- 
jamin F.  Greene,  Dana  Barnes,  Edward 
Sherman,  Francis  Webb,  Vestrymen. 

E.  N.  Briggs,  Treasurer. 

Edward  Sherman,  Secretary. 

After  this,  services  were  held  alternately  at 
the  Village  and  Forestdale. 

1815.  The  Diocesan  Missionary  Com- 
mittee designated  Brandon  as  a  Missionary 
Station  and  aided  it  by  pecuniary  appro- 
priations for  some  years.  The  first  Rector 
was  Rev.  J.  Perry,  lie  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Samuel  B.  Bostwick  who  remained  2 
yt-ars. 


Sept.  20,  1846,  Rev.  A.  H.  Bailey,  who  a 
few  days  before  had  been  ordained  deacon, 
commenced  his  ministerial  labors  here,  which 
continued  till  1850.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Thomas  S.  Randolph,  who  resigned, 
Easter,  1836,  from  which  time  till  Nov. 
1857,  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Hopkins,  who  always 
evinced  a  deep  interest  in  the  parish,  gave  it 
much  time  and  fostering  care,  when  Rev. 
H.  H.  Loring  became  Rector,  resigning  at  the 
close  of  one  year.  At  Ea=ter,  1863,  Rev.  J. 
Newton  Fairbanks  became  Rector  of  St. 
Thomas  Church  and  labored  for  its  extension 
till  his  death  September,  1371. 

The  present  Rector,  Rev.  William  Sehouler, 
Jr,  took  charge  March,  1872,  and  was  insti- 
tuted July  3,  following.  ' 

Since  the  organization  of  the  parish  some 
300  have  been  baptized  into  the  Church,  and 
220  confirmed;  present  number  of  communi- 
cants, 125  (about).  A  good  church  has  been 
built  at  Forestdale,  consecrated  in  1853  ;  and 
one  of  stone  at  the  village  consecrated  in 
1S63;  a  pleasant  rectory  has  been  purchased. 
The  growth  of  dm  church  is  vigorous.  Tb.9 
following  are  the  present  officers  of  the 
parish : 

Rev.  William  Sehouler,  Jr.,  Rector. 

E.  N.  Briggs,  Senior  Warden,  J.  E.  Higgins, 
Junior  Warden;  J.  A.  Conant,  C.  W.  Conant, 
J.  Smith,  George  Bliss,  J.  H.  Blake,  E.  J. 
Ormsbee.  Vestrymen. 

J.  E.  Higgins,  Secretory  and  Treasurer. 

Brandon,  August,  1872. 

ST.  THOMAS   CHURCH,  BRANDON — COMMENCED, 
1860;  COMPLETED,  1862. 

"The  church,  of  which  the  Bishop  (the 
Rt.  Rev.  John  H.  Hopkins)  was  the  architect, 
is  in  the  pointed  Gothic  style,  with  open  dec- 
orated spandrel  roof  painted  light  blue,  chan- 
cel proper,  main  and  side  alleys,  It  is  built 
of  blue  limestone,  quarried  in  the  vicinity. 
The  nave  is  56  by  33  feet,  chancel  1'5|  by  16, 
wainscoted,  after  the  old  English.  The 
wainscoting,  as  also  the  reading  desk,  lec- 
terns, stall,  open  seats,  (not  pews),  and  doors 
of  the  church  (which  are  handsom  -ly  carved), 
are  all  of  butternut,  oiled.  The  tower  is  16 
by  14;  height,  62  feet;  and  is  surmounted 
bv  pinnacles  and  battlements.  It  encloses 
that  indispensable  necessity  (which  sneaks 
for  itself),  a  fine-toned  steel  bell,  the  gift  of  a 
parishioner.  The  tower  is  soon  to  !  ;  siir- 
mounted  by  a  massive  stone  cross.  The  en- 
trances are  through  porches  on  each  si de. 
The  tower  opens  in.o  the  church  ar;  1  is  used 
for  the  choir  and  organ.  The  windows  are 
by  Doremus,  and  reflect  great  credit  upon 
his  taste  and  workmanship.    They  are  ail 
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of  etaine'l  glass.  The  chancel  window  rep- 
res&nts  the  four  Evangelists,  and  the  laree 
i  ircular  window  in  the  tower  represents  the 
Lamb  triumphant.  Ttie  altar  is  3  feet  high, 
Kjr  4  feet  6,  covered  with  a  crimson  cloth, 
with  gold  fringe,  the  monogram  I.  E.  S. 
jworked  upon  it,  being  the  handiwork  of  a 
friend  outside  the  parish, 

The  Bible  and  Prayer  Books  for  the  altar, 
lectern,  and  reading-desk,  the  Bishop's  chair, 
the  windows,  the  boil,  and  the  font  (of  beau- 
tiful white  marble;,  are  all  the  gifts  of  indi- 
viduals, members  of  (  or  interested  in)  the 
parish."* — Church  Journal. 

CATHOLIC  CHURCH  IN  BRANDON. 

FROM  RT.  BEV.  L.  DEOOESSRIAXD. 

The  Catholic  congregation  of  Brandon 
numbers  225  families  ;  The  frame  of  their 
church  edifice  was  erected  in  1853.  They 
have  been  attended  at  different  times  from 
Middlebury,  Rutland  and  Burlington  until 
the  fall  of  185S,  when  a  clergyman  was  sent 
to  live  amongst  them.  The  church  was 
much  enlarged  and  embellished  in  the  spring 
of  1353  through  the  care  of  Rev.  W.  Hal- 
pin,  who  then  attended  this  mission  from 
Middlebury.  Rev.  G.  Caissy,  the  first  resi- 
dent priest  erected  a.  large  and  substantial 
parsonage  on  Carver  St.  in  the  year  1S70. 
The  present  pastor  is  R,-iV.  J.  Mc'Loughlin, 
who  from  this  place  attends  to  the  Catholic 
congregation  of  Pittsford. 


BRANDON  TOWN  CLERKS. 

BT  GEORQE  BRIGGS,  ESQ. 


1784  and  1785, 

Gideon  Horton. 

1786, 

Hiram  Horton. 

1787, 

James  Ambler. 

178S  and  1789, 

Hiram  Horton. 

1790  to  1794, 

Joseph  Hawley. 

1704  to  1795, 

James  Sawyer. 

1795  to  Sept.  1S09, 

Joseph  Hawley. 

Sept.  1809  to  1811, 

Samuel  Mott. 

l&U  to  1815 

Daniel  Pomeroy. 

1*15  to  1322, 

Nathan  Pierce. 

1822  to  1827, 

Isaac  F.  Merriam. 

1^27  to  1868, 

B.  Davenport. 

1S68  to  present  date, 

George  Briggs. 

THE  FROZEN  WELL  OF  BRANDON. 

■  T  PROF.  A.  D.  HA1ER.  EX-STA.TE  GF.OL<V?T?T  OF  VT.  AXD  LATE 

STATE  GEvLOGIiT  OP  SliSSODRI. 

This  well  is  situated  in  the  western  out- 
skirts of  the  village  of  Brandon  in  "  modified 

•  The  bell  wan  given  by  Wm.  T.  Bb.djrett,  St.  Y.;  the 
font  by  R-v.  Cha,.  S.  Hule;  the  Bishop's  chair  by  Chas. 
1  I'-i:  :i.  nfjilifw  of  Dr.  A.(i.D.i:in;  a.  chair  correspond-  j 
In*  to  the  Bishops  by  Mrs.  Ilutcluns;  the  windows  | 
*•<•  contrit.uted  by  parishoncrs.— Ed.  j 


drift"  consisting  of  alternate  strata  of  grav- 
el, clay  and  water- washed  pebbles.  It  la 
about  35  feet  deep,  the  bottom  being  :n  a 
stratum  of  pebbles  so  free  from  dirt  or  sedi- 
ment that  the  water  is  not  roiled  by  tae  lip- 
ping of  the  windlass  bucket  even  if  t^e  wa- 
ter is  so  shallow  that  it  strikes  upon  the  t  : 
torn.  It  is  evident  that  the  drift  material  :n 
which  the  well  is  located  occupies  a  basin  be- 
tween two  nearly  parallel  ridges  or  wa..s  ;: 
limestone  on  the  east  and  west,  about  one 
eighth  mile  apart,  and  unbroken  bed?  ?f  the 
same  rock  on  the  north.  At  the  south  en  I  >f 
this  rock  basin  are  deep  beds  of  clay  nearly 
or  quite  impervious  to  water. 

The  drift  strata  are  not  horizontal  bat  fin- 
ally dip  towards  the  south-east  at  a:  aag.e  tn 
some  places,  of  25°.  This  was  proved  ia  dig- 
ging wells  as  well  as  in  a  gravel  r  it  north- 
west of  the  well  and  about  130  paces  i:~tan:. 
At  the  time  the  frozen  well  was  dug  consider- 
able excitement  was  caused  and  mu -  ~  discus- 
sion followed  the  announcement  that  t:;:en 
earth  had  been  found  at  a  depth  of  21  feet 
below  the  surface.  The  Boston  Natural  His- 
tory Society  manifested  great  interest  in  tie 
subject  and  Dr.  Chas.  T.  Jackson.  Pro!  I. :  ig- 
ers  and  Mr.  W.  Blake  were  appoint*!  a 
committee  to  make  investigations  aa  I  re- 
port to  the  society  the  cause  ox  frost  at  saca 
deptbs.  What  their  report  was  I  never 
knew,  but  was  informed  that  some  members 
of  the  committee  believed,  for  a  time,  the 
frost  to  be  the  result  of  chemical  a^e^-ies. 
Many  experiments  were  made  and  new  vr-lls 
were  dug  with  the  hope  of  finding  a  stint:  :n 
of  the  interesting  problem.  If  ice  had  not  ap- 
peared in  the  well  after  it  was  dug  and  wail- 
ed up,  the  report  that  frozen  earth  had  "t  een 
found  would  doubtless  have  been  believe  i  -y 
few,  except  those  who  saw  it.  Daring  the 
winter  following  1858,  and  every  winter 
since,  ice  has  accumulated  in  and  aronn  1  the 
well  and  remained  generally  till  the  ensuing 
autumn.  The  frozen  well  was  dag  ia  No- 
vember, 1S5S. 

In  September,  1869,  a  well  was  rank  to 
the  depth  of  29  feet  and  water  reached,  sev- 
enty feet  south  east  of  the  frozen  well,    -  ao 
ice  or  frozen  earth  was  found.    This  wvs  3  ;g 
under  the  direction  of  the  Boston  Nat. 
Society.     The  society  also  ordered  one 
:  seventy  feet  north-west  of  the  frozen  well, 
j  towards  the  gravel  pit  before  aiiuii  u». 
J  On  the  22d  day  of  October  at  a  a-;  th  of 
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33  feet,  frozen  earth  was  lound.  (Jciiei  wells 
were  dug  by  citizens  in  the  immediate  vicini- 
ty for  the  purpose  of  getting  water,  but  in 
no  instance  did  they  encounter  frozen  earth. 
In  the  clay  alluded  to,  south  of  the  rock  ba- 
sin, and  about  100  rods  south  west  of  the 
frozen  well,  is  a  well  only  5  feet  deep. 

The  surface  of  the  land  at  this  place  is 
much  lower  than  at  the  frozen  well,  the  dif- 
ference being  about  the  same  as  that  between 
the  depths  of  the  two  wells.  The  same  is 
true  of  the  first  well  dug  by  the  Boston  Nat- 
ural History  Society. 

In  a  slight  depression  about  ten  rods  north 
of  the  frozen  well,  and  at  least  25  feet  high- 
er than  the  water  in  it,  there  was  a  spring 
that  furnished  water  except  in  very  dry  sea- 
sons. This  spring  was  located  on  a  bed  of 
compact  clay  that  came  to  the  surface  at  this 
place. 

From  the  gravel  bank  to  the  frozen  well 
there  is  a  surface  slope  nearly  corresponding 
with  the  strata — or  about  20°.  As  this  grav- 
el bank  may  have  been,  or  is  likely  to  be  re- 
moved, it  seems  proper  in  writing  an  arti- 
cle for  a  historical  work  that  a  description 
of  it  be  given.  The  road  running  from 
Brandon  village  to  Sudbury  was  cut,  about 
10  rods,  through  a  high  knoll  to  the  depth  ot 
a  dozen  feet  or  more  and  revealed  strata  as 
follows : 

At  the  bottom  was  a  stratum  of  pebbles  as 
free  from  dirt  as  those  found  on  a  sea  beach. 
Upon  this  rested  a  stratum  of  compact  clay 
more  or  less  contorted  and  not  of  uniform 
thickness,  but  varying  from  six  inches  to 
three  feet.  Upon  this  was  a  stratum  of 
gravel  two  feet  thick  containing  large  and 
email  pebbles.  Next  above  this  were  strata 
containing  small  pebbles  some  of  which  were 
free  from  dirt  like  those  below  the  bed  of 
clay.  From  these  to  the  top  of  the  bank  the 
material  was  made  up  mainly  of  sand  and 
small  pebbles,  rarely  larger  than  a  robin's 
egg- 

On  the  25th  of  June  1659,  in  company 
with  the  late  Prof.  Edward  Hitchcock,  who 
was  then  State  Geologist,  I  visited  the  fro- 
zen well  for  the  first  time. 

On  the  15rh  of  July,  I  communicated  to 
him,  in  an  article  published  in  the  "Green 
Mountain  Freeman,"  my  views  concerning 
the  cause  of  the  frost  in  the  ground  and  the 
ice  in  the  well,  and,  although  many  years 
have  passed,  yet  I  have  not  been  able  to 
form  a  more  plausible  theory. 


i'rof.  Hitchcock  did  not  iimj  e^d^r--r  ::.y 
theory,  but  suggested,  1st,  that  "These  fro- 
zen deposits  may  have  been  produced 
the  glacial  period  that  accompanied  laa 
formation  of  the  drift,  and  conc.nuei  :ar 
down  into  the  subsequent  epochs  of  rnoi.hrd 
drift." 

2d.  "We  maintain  that  in  porous  dcp:  =  ;is. 
especially  when  interstratitied  with  chose 
nearly  impervious  to  air,  ice  may  be  formed 
at  any  depth,  and  remain  unmeltei  for  a 
great  length  of  time." 

I  suggested,  in  the  theory  which  I  r  re- 
sented, that  the  occurrence  of  ice  in  the  we.I 
and  the  frozen  earth  were  occasioned  by  the 
peculiar  conditions  of  that  drift  d~z  js:: — the 
alternation  of  clay  and  porous  s:ra:a  of 
gravel  or  pebbles,  the  dip  of  the  sa:ne,  the 
opening  made  at  the  gravel  bank,  by  which 
the  edges  of  the  strata  were  laid  open  so  that 
cold  air  could  enter  them,  and  also  the  iso- 
lated position  of  the  drift  deposits,  it  bein^ 
wholly  surrounded  by  rock  and  compact 
clay.  Were  it  not  for  the  internal  heat  c: 
the  earth  all  wells,  out  of  doors,  like  the  cue 
under  consideration,  would  freeze  in  w.nter, 
for  it  is  a  well  established  fact  that  cold  air 
seeks  the  lowest  points.  When  frozen,  the 
wells  would  always  remain  so,  for  the  heat 
from  the  sun  would  not  be  sufheient  to  rzels 
the  ice  in  them.  If  a  great  depth  of  sr.  ~w 
falls  upon  frozen  ground  in  the  fail  an  i  re- 
mains till  spring,  it  is  usual  to  find  zo  frozen 
earth  in  the  spring,  although  it  might  have 
been  four  feet  thick  when  the  snow  fell  upon 
it.  Neither  the  sun  nor  the  snow  "draw;  out'' 
this  frost,  but  the  internal  heat  of  the  earth  is 
the  agent  that? removes  it.  B-.-ing  protected 
from  the  cold  by  the  great  depth  of  snow. 
frozen  mass  is  melted,  first  at  the  bottom, 
then  continuing  to  the  top  the  frost  disappears 
and  oftentimes  vegetation  starts  its  gr:w:h 
beneath  the  deep  _-now.  This  heat  is  com- 
municated by  air  and  water,  both  of  which 
move  in  currents  beneath,  as  well  as  upon 
the  surface  of  the  earth. 

Any  ono  who  has  visited  deep  caverns  in 
the  earth  need  not  be  told  that  currents  :: 
air,  as  well  as  water,  exist  there.  The  Blow- 
ing Cave  of  Virginia  is  the  outlet  of  a  lir-re 
current  of  air,  anil  the  Mammoth  Cave  m 
Kentucky  furnishes  instances  of  large  sir-  -.~s 
of  underground  currents  of  water.  I.-.ese 
are  extreme  cases.  Ramifications  from  ti  esa 
and  other  large  currents  permeate  every  r.  ;r- 
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lion  of  the  earth'3  crust  where  fissures  or 
interstices  in  the  strata  exist.  When  cur- 
rent* of  water  laden  with  internal  heat 
break  through  the  surface  they  are  called 
cold  springs.  Cold  as  they  seem  in  the  hot 
weather  of  summer,  they  never  freeze  in  win- 
ter. In  a  cold  winter  morning  a  frozen  mist 
of  fog  may  often  be  seen  rising  from  these 
springs,  and  if  bushes  or  other  objects  are  over 
the  spring  they  will  become  incrusted  with  a 
drapery  of  frost  crystals.  Now  we  will  sup- 
pose that  one  of  these  currents,  just  before  it 
reaches  the  earth,  is  tapped  by  digging  a  well 
and  it  becomes  a  well  instead  of  a  cold 
spring.  Precisely  similar  results  would  fol- 
low. As  soon  as  the  water,  having  a  higher 
temperature  than  the  air,  comes  in  contact 
with  it,  the  latter  becomes  heated  and  at 
once  rises  up  the  well.  In  its  ascent  it  meets 
the  cold  air,  to  which  it  imparts  so  much 
heat  as  to  prevent  its  farther  descent;  other- 
wise the  cold  air  would  descend,  and  the 
water  would  freeze. 

As  a  rule,  all  wells  are  supplied  more  or 
less  by  these  subterranean  streams  of  water, 
which  act  as  equalizers  of  the  temperature 
of  the  earth's  crust  near  the  surface. 

But  the  frozen  well  at  Brandon  is  an 
exception  to  thi3  rule.  As  we  have  seen,  it 
is  an  isolated  basin  of  drift,  cut  off  from 
other  deposits  by  the  limestone  on  three 
sides  and  by  clay  on  the  other.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  all  the  water  in  the  basin  is  sup- 
plied from  the  surface.  No  ascending  current 
of  warm  air  rises  in  that  well  to  prevent  the 
descent  of  cold  air  in  the  winter,  but  the 
temperature  is  the  same  at  the  bottom  and 
top.  The  water  in  the  spring*  north  of  the 
well  was  not  like  that  of  a  "cold  spring," 
for  it  would  become  covered  with  snow  in 
winter.  It  was  supplied  only  with  surface 
water,  and  this  contained  no  extra  heat  to 
melt  the  snow  as  it  fell.  But  snow  never 
remains  over  a  "cold  spring,"  nor  doe3  the 
ground  freeze  around  one.  I  will  remark  in 
this  connection  that  the  spring  alluded  to 
has  disappeared.  To  make  it  larger,  a  hole 
was  dug  entirely  through  the  stratum  of 
clay,  and  the  water,  ever  since,  has  run  into 
the  gravel  below,  and  the  water  that  other- 
wise would  have  continued  to  run  from  that 
•P"ng  now  helps  to  supply  the  frozen  well. 

We  will  next  consider  why  it  was  that 
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*u  found  when  the  well  was  being  dug. 


The  isolated  condition  of  the  drift  de:  osit 
was  one  of  the  agencies  that  helped  to  pro- 
duce it.  But  if  there  had  been  no  comrr. lo- 
cation through  which  the  cold  air  of  winter 
could  have  descended  into  the  earth,  there 
would  have  been  no  frost,  or  frozen  gravel. 
The  opening  of  the  gravel  bank,  and  the 
exposure  of  the  edges  of  those  strata  of  wa- 
ter-washed pebbles  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  the  cold  air  to  descend.  The  aheru-itirtg 
of  clay  and  pebble  beds  and  their  inclination 
also  aided  in  the  production  of  the  frozen 
earth.  Assuming  that  there  was  internal 
heat  in  this  rock  basin,  and  there  ionbtless 
was  a  little  that  had  been  conducted  through 
the  solid  earth  without  the  agencies  of  water 
and  air,  it  would,  when  coming  in  contact 
with  the  air  in  the  interstices  between  the 
pebble  bed  below  the  clay,  heat  it  and  cause 
it  to  rise  and  escape  at  the  gravel  pit.  A3 
an  evidence  that  some  heated  air,  laien  with, 
moisture,  did  escape  from  this  bottom  bed  of 
pebbles,  I  will  state  that  on  a  cold  winter 
day,  I  saw  the  edge  of  it  covered  with  a 
crust  of  frost  crystals  that  had  been  pro- 
duced by  frozen  vapor  that  had  come  to  the 
surface  and  was  congealed.  No  such  incrus- 
tation was  visible  on  the  edge  of  the  pebble 
bed  above  the  clay.  All  the  heated  air  arose 
and  escaped  from  under  the  clay.  As  the 
clay  was  impervious  to  air,  there  was  none, 
to  ascend  through  the  stratum  above  tne 
clay. 

Therefore,  as  there  was  no  asceniin^  cur- 
rent of  warm  air  rising  to  check  the  de;:ent 
of  cold  air,  it  followed  its  natural  course  by 
sinking  down  through  the  porous  stratum 
above  the  clay,  and  froze  the  earth  that  was 
iound  there  by  the  well-diggers. 

SINCE  THE  WELL  WAS  DTO, 

the  cold  air  has  settled  into  it,  and  doubtless 
has  passed  out  more  or  less  through  the  bed 
of  pebbles,  freezing  the  ground  above  and 
below  it,  thus  producing  a  large  quant. tv  of 
ice  and  frozen  earth  during  the  cold  weather. 
As  the  warm  air  of  spring  and  summer  will 
not  settle  down  into  the  well,  ani.  23  we 
have  seen,  it  is  nearly  or  quite  shut  of  from 
the  internal  heat  of  the  earth  by  its  isolated 
position  and  by  its  inclined  strata,  the  fro't 
remains  till  late  in  the  summer  or  foil.  I 
will  suggest  that  in  a  very  wet  su:u-~-r  the 
surface  water  coming  in  contact  with  the  <>e 
would  have  a  tendency  to  melt  it,  provided 
my  theory  is  true.     In  other  wordj,  the  ira 
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•will  remain  longest  when  a  dry  summer 
succeeds  a  very  cold  winter,  and  melt  the 
quickest  when  these  conditions  are  reversed. 
Another  condition  calculated  to  aid  in  the 
production  of  ice  will  be  named.  As  the 
surface  water  descends  into  this  basin  through 
the  porous  beds  of  pebbles,  the  moving  cur- 
rents of  air  through  them  produce  evapora- 
tion. This  alone  is  sufficient,  when  rapidly 
produced,  to  cause  congelation.  It  is  there- 
fore evident  that  this  is  one  of  the  agents 
employed  to  create  and  perpetuate  this  inter- 
esting phenomenon. 

BRANDOS  PAINTS. 
BY  J.  B.  HIGGIXS. 

Geologists  tell  us  there  are  more  than  four 
hundred  kinds  of  simple  minerals  in  the  earth  ; 
but  that  five  only  of  these  minerals  constitute 
about  nine-tenths  of  the  crust  of  the  earth. 

The  study  of  the  geological  position  of  the 
useful  minerals  is  interesting — and  the  im- 
portance of  developing  the  sources  of  our 
mineral  wealth  has  long  been  duly  appre- 
ciated. 

Among  other  minerals,  brown  hematite 
iron  ore  is  abundantly  found  along  the  west- 
ern base  of  the  Green  Mountains,  in  Vermont; 
and  in  certain  localities  it  is  found  in  a  dis- 
integrated, or  decompresed  state.  In  the  east 
part  of  the  town  of  Brandon,  there  is  found 
an  immense  bed  of  decomposed  hematite  m 
connection  with  a  mass  of  decomposed  feld- 
spar. This  decomposed  hematite,  called  yel- 
low ochre,  is  being  manufactured  into  a  val- 
uable paint,  of  different  shades,  known  as 
the  "  Brandon  Paints."  The  decomposed 
feldspar  is  being  manufactured  into  kaolin, 
called  paper  clay,  and  is  used  to  give  body 
and  finish  to  paper. 

Mr.  Samuel  Spaulding,  of  Brandon,  was 
the  first  to  discover  and  utilize  this  bed  of 
yellow  ochre,  in  the  manufacture  of  paint, 
about  twenty  years  ago.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  O.  A.  Smally,  who  for  several  years 
manufactured  a  limited  amount. 

Early  in  the  year  1864,  Dr.  D.  W.  Prime, 
E.  J.  Bliss  and  J.  F.  Estabrook,  organized 
the  "  Brandon  Puint  Co."  This  was  finally 
merged  into  the  "Brandon  Kaolin  and  Faint 
Co.,  which  became  an  incorporated  Company 
by  a  charter  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State, 
November  15,  ISO 4,  with  a  capital  stuck  of 
$  300,000. 

This  Company  have  made  and  sold  each 
year,  from  500  to  1000  tons  of  paint,  which 


they  claim  possesses,  in  an  eminent  degree,  ail 
the  qualities  requisite  for  the  protection  of 
wood  or  iron  ;  and  they  present  it  with  great 
confidence  to  the  public.  This  paint  being 
composed  of  protoxide  and  peroxide  of  iron, 
and  deutoxide  of  manganese  in  variable  pro- 
portions, there  are  a  variety  of  shades,  from 
a  light  yellow  to  a  dark  brown,  including  also 
two  or  more  shades  of  red.  As  they  are 
ground  very  fine,  and  contain  a  large  per 
cent,  of  manganese,  which  makes  them  dry 
quicker  when  spread  in  oil,  they  are,  on  this 
account  particularly,  preferred  to  foreign 
ochres. 

The  eminent  geologist  of  England,  Prof. 
Lyle,  examined  this  locality  some  years  ago 
and  pronounced  it  a  geological  wonder,  on 
account  of  the  regularity  of  the  formation, 
and  the  quantity  of  decomposed  minerals. 

The  Ex-State  geologist  of  Vermont,  Prof. 
A.  D.  Hager,  examined  this  bed  in  1864,  and 
from  his  report  we  quote  : — 

"  The  extensive  beds  of  ochre  and  kaolin 
belonging  to  the  Brandon  Kaolin  and  Paint 
Co.,  cover  an  area  of  80  acres.  These  beds 
form  a  portion  of  the  highly  interesting  de- 
posits belonging  to  the  tertiary  formation 
which  occur  near  the  western  base  of  the 
Green  Mountains,  and  are  exhibted  at  and 
near  this  locality  on  a  more  extensive  scale 
than  any  other  place  in  New  England. 

The  formation  consists  of  alternate  be  is 
of  brown  hematite,  black  oxide  of  manganese, 
yellow  ochre  and  kaolin,  and  occasionally, 
lignite, or  brown  coal. 

The  inexhaustible  supply  of  kaolin  and 
ochre  known  to  extend  under  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  the  entire  surface  of  80  rods  square, 
should  be  a  suuicient  inducement  for  the  in- 
vestment of  a  capital  sufficient  to  thoroughly 
develope  these  extensive  and  valuable  min- 
eral deposits." 

DEACON  ASAIIEL  JUNE. 

FROM  THE  BICKER  VVHIC.U.  3KKTCII    RP.\I>  AT  HIS  FO'EE  \ly 
APK1L  2Dj  US  RtV.  WM.  FORD. 

Asahel  June  wa3  brought  to  this  town 
from  Stamford,  Ct.,  in  177-i,  then  in  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  age.  The  family  settled 
down  on  the  old  patrimony  in  the  south  part 
of  the  town,  where  they  remained  in  com- 
parative quiet  until  the  advance  of  Burj"vne 
in  1777.  On  the  morning  of  the  Hubbardton 
battle,  July,  1777,  the  rather,  perceiving  the 
approach  of  danger,  made  arrangements  fur 
the  mother  and  the  two  lads,  Daniel  and 
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Asahel,  to  retire  within,  the  lines  of  the 
American  outposts,  tkea  at  Pittsford,  and 
trusted  the  carrying  oat  of  the  plan  to  the 
mother  and  her  children  while  he  left  for 
the  fort  in  the  same  town.  Gathering  the 
small  pittance  of  stock  and  household  valu- 
ables, Mrs.  June  and  her  young  sons,  one 
seven  and  the  other  five  years  of  age,  retired 
to  Waliingford,  where  chey  remained  till  the 
close  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  when 
they  returned  to  the  old  hotnestuad. 

Asahel's  father's  name  was  David,  and, 
what  was  a  little  remarkable,  his  three  sons, 
Daniel,  Asahel  and  David,  married  three 
Bisters  by  the  name  of  Simoni?. 

Daniel's  children  were  Ezra,*  Milton, 
Frances  and  Milo. 

Dea.  June  resided  on  the  same  farm  69 
years.  His  children,  all  of  whom  have  sur- 
vived him,  are  Olivia,  (Mrs.  Gill) ;  Prudence 
A.,  (Mr3.  Ellis) ;  Lucinda  and  Harriet  E., 
(Mrs.  H.  A.  Sumner). 

Mr.  June,  during  his  long  life,  held  vari- 
ous offices  in  the  gift  of  his  townsmen,  and 
once  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. He  publicly  professed  faith  in  Christ 
ly  uniting  with  the  Congregational  church, 
March  2,  1817,  and  was  appointed  deacon 
after  the  death  of  hi3  brother  Daniel,  in  his 
stead.  He  was  long  known  as  one  of  the 
pillars  of  this  church. 

He  died  Friday  the  18th,  aged  90  years,  2 
months  and  12  days. — Brandon  Gazette.j 

CAPT.  DANIEL  FAEEISTGTOST. 

[  Condensed  from  a  biographical  sketch 
published  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  the  Ver- 
mont Record. — Ed.] 

Daniel  Farrington,  the  youngest  son  of 
Jacob  Farrington,  was  born  of  humble,  yet 
highly  respectable  parentage,  in  New  Canaan, 
N.  Y.,  May,  31, 1773.  When  13  years  of  age 
he  removed  with  his  father's  family  to  the 
then  new  State  of  Vermont.  The  family 
settled  in  the  valley  of  Otter  Creek, — one  of 

•  The  present  aged  Jud^e  Jane  of  Brandon,  from 
whom  we  received  tL is  additional  paper,  aad  from 
whom  we  h we  asked  a  longevity  table  fof  Brandou — a 
ti<1  ut"  the  names  and  aqes  of  those  citizens  of  Bran- 
•'  "  d  ■  '•a.iPiJ,  not  included  in  Dr.  Dutia's  papers,  who 
hatrt  attained  89  year*  or  upward.  But  which  not 
I •  '•  ing  been  received,  we  can  only  give  the  few  names 
happen  to  have  fr<jm  news  clippings.— Ed. 

t  See  biography  of  Daniel  June  and  family  in  Dr. 
PiuV.  papers.— Ed. 


the  best  agricultural  sections  of  the  State — in 
the  town  of  Neshobe,  now  Brandon.* 

Here  young  Farrington  was  devoted  to 
agricultural  pursuits  for  several  years,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  after  success  as  a 
man.  With  an  athletic  frame,  and  an  abund- 
ant flow  of  life,  hi3  early  years  were  passed 
in  industry,  and,  untouched  by  dissipation,  he 
grew  up  into  a  hardy  and  vigorous  manhood. 
When  twenty-one,  his  father  being  unable  to 
afford  him  any  substantial  aid,  owing  to  his 
own  straitened  means,  with  his  axe  and 
few  clothes,  and  four  dollars  in  his  pocket, 
he  was  thrown  upon  the  world,  to  get  for 
himself  a  name  and  an  inheritance. 

But  with  a  stout  heart  and  energy  whica 
was  born  with  him,  he  went  forth  from  his 
father's  house.  Having  stopped  for  a  time 
in  Milton,  on  the  banks  of  the  Lamoille,  he 
purchased  in  Cambridge  Borough,  farther 
up  the  river,  a  tract  of  land  consisting  of 
100  acres.  This,  of  course,  was  bought  on 
credit,  and  Farrington,  in  its  purchase,  as- 
sumed considerable  responiibility.  The  pur- 
chase made,  he  plunged  into  the  wilderness 
and  was  soon  hard  at  work  among  the 
forest  trees. 

He  did  not,  however,  remain  long  in  that 
portion  of  the  State ;  the  alluvial  fiats  of 
Otter  Creek,  and  the  associations  of  his  for- 
mer home,  called  him  to  Brandon.  Soon 
after  his  return  he  married  a  daughter  of 
Dea.  Ebenezer  Drury,  of  Pittsford — a  town 
immediately  adjoining  Brandon  on  it3 
southern  border.  This  lady  was  from  a  good 
family,  and  is  Remembered, — for  she  has  been 
long  dead, — as  a  person  of  amiable  character, 
highly  cultivated  taste,  and  mental  endow- 
ments that  rendered  her  a  valuable  and  rare 
acquisition  to  any  society.  Up  to  1818,  the 
life  of  Mr.  Farrington  had  been  that  of  a 
hard-working  man.  He  was  one  of  those 
noble  men  who  was  not  ashamed  to  toil  with 
his  own  hands.  It  is  true  that  his  circum- 
stances were  narrow,  and  rather  compelled 
him  to  labor,  but  he  did  so  cheerfully  and 
resolutely,  and  already  his  thrifty  manage- 
ment and  habits  of  economy  were  leaving  to 
him  a  competence. 

In  1808,  Lieutenant  Farrington,  for  this 
title  he  now  bore,  having  been  elected  to 

*This  last  name  is  undoubtedly  a  contraction  ot 
Burnt  town."  which  appellation  was  given  to  the  town- 
ship after  it  was  burnt  by  the  Iu  bans,  who  frequently 
visted  it  iu  its  early  history. 
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this  office  in  the  militia  of  Brandon,  en- 
tered upon  a  new  life.  Hitherto  he  had 
been  chiefly  occupied  in  home  and  private 
concerns ;  he  now  was  called  to  participate 
in  State  and  national  affairs.  Difficulties 
had  grown  up  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain.  A  rupture  between 
the  two  governments  was  anticipated.  The 
commercial  relation  of  the  two  countries 
were  seriously  disturbed.  The  smuggling 
business  led  to  frequent  encounters  between 
the  smugglers  and  Custom  House  officers, 
during  the  non-intercourse  which  proceeded 
the  last  war  with  England,  in  some  of 
which  blood  was  shed  and  lives  lost.  In 
the  first  serious  affray  of  this  kind  Captain 
Farrington  was  an  actor.  May  30,  180S,  he 
received  orders  from  the  Government  to 
repair  to  the  line  between  the  States  and 
Canada,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the 
famous  embargo  laws.  He  complied  with  the 
request  and  was  stationed  at  Windmill  Point, 
1£  miles  from  Rouse's  Point,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  late  Daniel  Penniman,  Esq., 
officer  of  Customs,  and  Major  Charles  K. 
Williams,  late  Chief  Magistrate  of  Vermont. 
In  August  of  this  year  a  guard  of  18  men 
were  placed  in  his  command  with  orders  to 
pursue  and  tako  a  smuggling  vessel  called 
the  Black  Snake.  After  reconnoitering  the 
island  in  the  lake,  the  vessel  was  discern- 
ed and  taken  in  the  Winooski  a  short  dis- 
tance from  Burlington.  In  the  melee 
several  men  were  killed,  and  Lieutenant 
Farrington  was  seriously  wounded  in  both 
&rm3  near  the  shoulder.  One  ball  struck  his 
forehead  passing  over  his  head,  grazing 
him  in  its  passage  and  leaving  him  for  a 
time  completely  senseless.  Several  of  the 
smugglers  were  secured  and  safely  lodged 
in  the  jail  at  Burlington.  After  due  process 
of  law  three  of  them  were  sentenced  to  the 
State's  Prison  for  ten  years,  and  one  by  the 
name  of  Dean  was  hung. 

In  this  encounter  Lieut.  Farrington 
phowed  great  intripidity  and  coolness ;  his 
character  as  a  man  of  mettle  and  courage 
was  fairly  established.  Though  his  men 
were  thoroughly  frightened,  and  he  him- 
self faint  with  the  loss  of  blood,  thft  object 
of  his  mission  was  most  satisfactorily 
secured. 

From  this  time  to  the  close  of  the  war  of 
1812,  he  was  more  or  less  engaged  in  active 
service,  as  a  soldier.     Receiving   the  ap- 


pointment of  Captain,  in  April  of  1813,  he 
was  on  duty  at  Plattsburgh  and  vicinity  in 
all  those  memorable  events  which  have 
made  that  neighborhood  historical  ground. 
Great  confidence  was  placed  in  hira  by  his 
superiors  in  command  and  to  him  was  en- 
trusted a  great  part  of  the  work  incident 
to  building  and  rebuilding,  alter  their  de- 
struction, the  barracks  at  Plattsburgh.  In 
short,  the  time  he  was  in  service  gave  de- 
cisive proof  that  had  he  seen  fit  to  have 
continued  in  the  army,  he  would  have  > 
speedily  arisen  to  the  most  honorable  posi- 
tion therein.  But  he  chose  rather  to  re- 
turn to  his  home  and  to  engage  again  in 
the  peaceful  pursuits  of  agriculture,  and  these 
pursuits  on  his  part  were  crowned  with 
great  success.  Honorable  and  high  mind- 
1  ed  in  his  business  transactions,  he  was  uni- 
j  versally  beloved  and  respected  by  his  fellow 
I  citizens,  was  frequently  selected  by  them 
for  important  civic  offices,  the  duties  of 
which  he  discharged  with  ability  and  faith- 
fulness. He  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  State  for  the  revision  of 
the  State  Constitution  and  his  judgment 
was  widely  and  repeatedly  solicited  in  the 
adjustment  of  matters  difficult  and  respon- 
sible. Having  previously  buried  his  first 
wife,  in  1842  he  contracted  a  second  marriage 
with  an  estimable  lady  who  survives  to 
mourn  his  loss. 

The  marked  traits  of  Captain  Farring- 
ton's  character  were  energy  and  good  sense 
and  if  in  early  life  he  had  been  favored  with 
the  advantages  that  now  come  within  the 
reach  of  every  one,  he  would  have  made  a 
wider  and  deeper  mark  in  his  day  and  gener- 
ation. As  it  was,  he  exerted  a  vast  influence 
and  there  is  much  to  instruct  one.  in  his 
history,  and  it  causes  a  wide-spread  feeling 
of  sadness  to  think  that  the  fires  of  so 
much  energy  have  gone  out  in  the  darkness 
of  death. 

The  personal  appearance  of  Captain  Far- 
rington was  imposing,  of  a  large  frame,  well 
proportioned  and  a  noble  countenance,  he 
naturally  attracted  attention  and  commanded 
respect. 

The  writer  remembers  of  having  from  a 
friend  the  effect  produced  upon  himself,  on 
seeing  the  Captain  during  the  war  of  1S12. 
He  had  been  dispatched  through  the  towns 
of  Western  Vermont,  to  warn  the  citizens 
in  view  of  the  anticipated  invasion  of  the 
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British  array.  As  he  rode  through  the  vil- 
lage in  haste,  with  flushed  cheeks  aud  flash- 
ing eve,  he  appeared  like  one  born  to  com- 
mand. 

In  social  life,  he  was  genial  and  warm,  a 
kind  neighbor  and  sympathetic  friend. 

In  politics  the  Captain  was  originally  a 
democrat,  of  the  true  Jacksonian  type,  and 
continued  to  act  with  that  party  up  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  in  1861,  when, 
true  to  his  patriotic  instincts  and  life,  he 
immediately  identified  himself  with  the 
Union  party.  Captain  F.  was  far  from  be- 
longing to  that  lamentably  large  class  of 
voters,  whose  culpable  indifference  in  public 
matters  is  such  that  they  deserve  to  experi- 
ence the  salutary  influence  of  the  celebrated 
Grecian  law  upon  this  subject.  On  the  con- 
trary so  positive  was  his  interest  in  public 
affairs  that  from  the  time  he  was  twenty-one 
he  never  failed  to  attend  Freeman's  meeting 
and  to  deposit  his  vote,  aud  what  is  most 
remarkable,  he  not  only  voted  in  this  State, 
but  in  the  town  of  Brandon,  for  seventy- 
one  consecutive  years,  having  voted  for  the 
first  town  representative  from  Brandon, 
Nathan  Daniels — and  for  the  last — Dr.  Vol- 
ney  Ross — and  he  was  always  able  to  go  to 
the  polls  without  conveyance.  In  the  fall 
of  1814,  he  was  stationed  at  Burlington, 
and  rather  than  to  lose  his  vote  for  town 
representative,  he  rode  on  horseback  to  his 
home  in  Brandon  and  there  attended  Free- 
man's meeting.  He  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  the  immortal  Jefferson  and  his 
last  for  the  martyred  Lincoln. 

Captain  Farrington's  health  remained 
good  and  he  was  able  to  attend  to  his  own 
affairs  up  to  within  a  week  of  the  time  of 
his  death.  His  step3  was  as  elastic,  and  his 
form  as  upright  as  most  men  at  fifty.  Dur- 
ing the  last  summer  he  cultivated  his  own 
garden,  and  he  harvested  and  secured  his 
crops  with  his  own  hand  the  week  before  he 
was  stricken  down.  He  never  wore  glasses 
His  eye  sight  always  remained  good  and  hi* 
mental  faculties  remained  unimpaired  to 
the  last.  He  died  at  his  residence  in  Bran- 
don Oct.  7,  1865,  at  the  ripe  age  of  92  years, 
5  months  and  7  days,  calmly  trusting  in  the 
Lope  of  a  blessed  immortality. 

THOJIAS  DAVE5P0RT. 

fct  HIS  WILLARD  <J.  DA^'VPORT;  ABRIDGED  AND  RE- 

YladD  3T  CHARLES  TUuMPSOX,  Of  ST.  ALBANS. 

Thomas  Davenport  was  born  in  Williams- 
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town,  VtM  July  y,  1802.  Of  hi?  antecedence 
but  little  is  known,  save,  that  he  was  the 
son  of  a  farmer  who  died  intestate  when 
Thomas  was  ten  years  of  age. 

Young  Davenport  learned  the  trade  of  a 
black-smith  at  an  early  age,  and  opened  a 
smith  shop  in  Brandon  where  he  plied  his 
trade  until  1832.  At  this  time,  he  became 
interested  in  the  subject  of  electricity,  inso- 
much, that  it  became  the  ruling  passion  of 
his  mind  during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  at  once  abandoned  his  former  business 
and  devoted  his  whole  energies  to  the  devel- 
opment of  electro  magnetism.  He  soon  con- 
ceived the  grand  idea  of  propelling  machin- 
ery by  this  new  power.  lie  was  not  long  in 
producing  rotary  motion,  which  he  effected 
by  breaking  and  closing  the  circuit. 

In  1334,  he  secured  the  services  of  Jarne3 
Vaughn,  a  practical  machinist  and  native  of 
Rutland.  They  made  several  machines, 
bringing  out  many  improvements.  One  of 
these  models  consisted  of  a  battery  in  the 
bottom  of  a  pint  mug.  with  a  horizontal 
shaft  across  the  top,  carrying  a  balance- 
wheel  of  polished  brass.  This  model  Mr. 
Vaughn  says,  was  put  on  exhibition  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  elicited  much  inter- 
est among  the  scientific  men  of  that  place. 
They  proposed  to  buy  the  invention  and 
called  in  Prof.  Morse  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing his  opinion  on  its  merits.  He  ex- 
amined it  very  minutely  but  withheld  his 
opinion  farther  than  to  say,  "  It  is  certainly 
worthy  of  careful  consideration  and  the  sub- 
ject is  one  in  which  I  feel  a  lively  interest." 
Of  this  little  speech,  Mr.  Buckland  remarked. 
"  The  Professor  probably  went  away  with 
the  rudiments  of  the  telegraph  working  i.n 
his  mind." 

In  1835,  Mr.  Davenport  exhibited  his  in- 
vention at  Middlebury  college,  putting  in 
motion  a  model  trip-hammer.  About  this 
time,  he  also  put  in  motion  a  vibrating  lev- 
er which  moves  with  considerable  force  and 
velocity,  and  was  in  all  respects  essentially 
the  same  as  that  now  employed  in  the  oper- 
ation of  the  telegraph.  From  Middlebury, 
ho  went  to  Troy  and  exhibited  his  invention 
before  Prof.  Eaton.  He  next  went  to  Prince- 
ton, New  Jersey,  and  exhibited  his  machine 
before  Prof.  Henry. 

All  the  Professors  and  scientific  men  who 
had  thus  far  witnessed  the  movements  of  his 
invention  expressed  great  confidence  in  its 
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ultimate  success  as  a  motive  power  and  Prof. 
Henry  gave  him  a  certificate  as  to  the  orig- 
inality of  the  invention. 

In  like  manner  he  visited  Prof.  Bache  of 
Philadelphia,  and  also  held  exhibitions  in 
"Washington,  Springfield,  Boston  and  many 
other  cities.  We  may  also  add  that,  among 
other  things,  he  had  on  exhibition  a  mini- 
ature railway.  This  he  had  on  exhibition  at 
Saratoga,  in  1836,  where  he  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Ransom  Cook,  Esq.,  an  enter- 
prising mechanic  who  became  interested  in 
the  enterprise,  insomuch,  that  he  became  a 
joint  partner'  with  Mr.  Davenport  and  con- 
tinued with  him  until  1838. 

Davenport  and  Cook  made  many  models 
of  machines,  among  which  was  one  for  the 
Patent  Office.  Letters  patent  were  granted  to 
Mr.  Davenport  for  the  application  of  magnet- 
ism and  electro-magnetism  as  a  moving 
principle  in  mechanics,  Feb.  25,  1837.  A 
letter  has  been  found  among  Mr.  Davenport's 
papers  written  by  Mr.  Eilsworth  of  the  Pa- 
tent Office,  July  4,  1S3S,  in  which  Mr.  E. 
says,  "  No  other  patent  has  been  issued  for 
such  an  invention."  Thus  placing  the  prior- 
ity of  the  invention  beyond  dispute. 

In  1838,  Mr.  Cook  left  the  firm  and  Mr. 
Davenport  pursued  his  experiments  alone. 
In  1840,  he  commenced  the  publication  of  a 
paper,  in  New  York,  called  "  The  Magnet," 
working  his  printing  pres3  by  electro-mag- 
netism. The  following  extract  from  the  edi- 
torial of  his  paper  will  convey  some  idea  of 
what  he  believed  would  be  the  ultimatum  of 
his  labors. 

"  From  a  comparative  estimate  of  the  pow- 
er now  used  to  propel  our  printing  press  and 
the  cost  of  working  a  steam  engine,  many 
valuable  facts  are  developed.  By  using  the 
electro-magnetic  power,  the  cost  and  weight 
of  thirty  cords  of  wood  would  be  saved  on  a 
single  trip  from  New  York  to  Albany.  This 
would  be  thirty  tons,  equal  to  lour  hundred 
passengers."  And  he  adds  in  conclusion, 
"  The  power  of  electro-magnetism  is  far  su- 
perior to  steam  and  must  and  will  triumph- 
antly succeed." 

This  was  the  proudest  day  of  his  life  since 
he  believed  his  invention  a  success  ;  but  alas 
for  the  fate  of  this  new  motive  power  ;  Prof. 
Page  at  this  time  appeared  upon  the  stage  of 
action,  and,  under  an  appropriation  from 
government,  tried  the  experiment  of  moving 
a  train  of  cars  by  electro-magnetism  ;  but  in- 


stead of  putting  in  motion  5000,  or  6000 
pounds  of  iron  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  he 
employed  60  pounds  only  as  momentum  for 
his  motor,  and  yet  he  did  succeed  in  prorei- 
ing  a  train  of  cars  from  Baltimore  to  Wash- 
ington; but  from  the  amount  of  rower 
produced  by  his  machinery,  the  scientific 
world  decided  that  this  new  power  is  inads- 
quateto  the  propulsion  of  heavy  machinery  ; 
and  from  that  hour  Mr.  Davenport  was 
forced  to  abandon  his  great  enterprise  :*:r 
want  of  support  commensurate  with  the  vast- 
ness  of  the  undertaking:  not,  however,  un- 
til he  had  imparted  to  Prof.  Morse  much  val- 
uable information  and  thus  contributed 
largely  to  the  aggregate  of  practical  knowl- 
edge requisite  to  the  success  of  the  telegraph, 
the  first  lino  of  which  was  put  in  opera:: :n 
between  Baltimore  and  Washington  in  1844. 

Mr.  Davenport  acknowledged  the  logic  of 
the  popular  verdict  by  returning  to  Bran- 
don and  retiring  to  private  life  in  1842.  Of 
his  political  and  religious  views  but  little  is 
known  to  the  biographer.  He  was  married 
to  Emma  Goss,  Feb.  14.  1827,  by  whom  he 
had  2  sons  who  were  both  members  of  the 
5th.  Vt  Vols.  Capt.  George,  the  eldest,  -vas 
killed  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May  5, 
1864.  Lieut.  Willard  G.  was  wounded  in  the 
same  battle,  but  still  survives  with  the  pa- 
ralysis of  one  arm. 

After  returning  to  private  life  Mr.  Daven- 
port made  some  experiments  with  the  vie^v 
of  working  the  keys  of  a  piano  by  electrici- 
ty ;  but  with  what  success  is  not  known. 

Mr.  Davenport  died  July  6,  1851,  in  the 
49th  year  of  his  age.  His  widow  survived 
him  about  ten  years  and  also  died. 

Though  a  man  of  humble  birth,  he  pos- 
sessed nobility  of  mind.  Like  most  great 
inventors  he  was  obliged  to  st^rn  the  tide  of 
superstition,  unbelief,  ignorance  and  opposi- 
tion and  to  suffer  defeat  in  the  end  ;  yet  the 
world  may  one  day  learn  to  honor  his  namu 
as  that  of  a  master  mind  wh.se  share  in  the 
great  work  of  harnessing  the  forces  of  na- 
ture and  making  them  subservient  to  human 
volition  has  not  often  been  paralleled.  When 
steam,  as  a  motive  power,  shall  have  been 
numbered  with  the  useless  things  of  the 
past,  having  been  superceded  by  electro- 
magnetism,  when  the  services  of  the  nol  *.e 
horse  shall  no  longer  be  required  by  the 
lumberman  and  the  farmer,  when  even  the 
pleasure  carriages  which  throng  the  streets 
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of  our  villages  and  cities  shall  be  propelled 
by  this  new  and  wonderful  power,  then  will 
the  name  of  Thomas  Davenport  be  dear  to 
the  hearts  of  his  countrymen  and  as  familiar 
is  household  words. 

HOS.  JOHN-  HOWE, 

for  many  years  a  resident  of  Brandon  and  a 
well  known  citizen  of  this  State,  was  a  son 
of  the  Hon.  John  Howe,  of  Brookline,  Mass., 
one  of  the  promoters  and  early  directors  of 
the  Rutland  and  Burlington  Railroad,  and 
was  born  at  Boston,  September  24,  1319.  He 
moved  to  Brandon  several  years  ago  and  was 
conuected  with  the  furnace  and  iron,  works 
in  that  town.  He  subsequently  established 
the  extensive  works  for  the  manufacture  of 
scales  with  which  he  was  so  long  identified, 
and  which  made  his  name  familiar  not  only 
over  this  country,  but  almost  throughout  the 
world.  He  was  a  Senator  from  Rutland 
county  in  1865  and  1866,  being  a  colleague 
of  Seneca  M.  Dorr  and  Pitt  W.  Hyde.  Mr. 
Howe  removed  to  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y., 
where,  after  a  brief  illness,  he  died  in  1871, 
at  the  age  of  51  years.  His  funeral  was,held 
in  Brandon. 

B0D5TEY  V.  MARSH,  ESQ., 

was  the  second  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
Marsh  of  Clarendon,  where  he  was  born  July 
11,  1807.  In  1334,  he  married  Eliza  E., 
daughter  of  Hon.  N.  T.  Sprague,  who  sur- 
vives him.  Their  children  were  Cora  M., 
widow  of  S.  W.  Jones,  Jr.,  of  New  York 
City,  Clarence  R.  and  Edward  S.  Marsh,  and 
a  son  and  daughter  deceased.  Mr.  Marsh  re- 
ceived his  early  training  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  town  and  at  the  Academy  at  Benning- 
ton, and  read  law  with  Rodney  C.  Royce 
and  Silas  H.  Hodges  at  Rutland. 

Ilecame  to  reside  in  Brandon,  July  11, 1S32, 
and  at  that  time  was  25  years  of  age.  His 
principal  business  was  the  profession  and  prac- 
tice of  law,  though  he  was  more  or  less  en- 
gaged in  political  and  literary  matters,  and 
had  considerable  to  do  with  farming  and  hor- 
ticulture. He  always  took  an  active  part  in 
all  town  affairs  and  meetings,  and  was  for 
many  years  (probably  10  or  12)  elected  town 
agent,  to  prosecute  and  defend  all  suits  in  be- 
half of  or  against  the  town.  For  many  years 
the  fmancial  condition  of  the  town,  and  the 
doings  of  its  officers  were  reported  by  him, 
at  the  annual  meeting",  as  chairman  of  the 
board  of  auditors.     Always  taking  decided 


ground  in  favor  of  temperance,  he  delivered 
several  public  addresses  on  that  subject,  and 
many  years  ago,  joined  others  in  holding  meet- 
ings for  discussions  in  all  the  school  districts  in 
town  ;  and  they  were  so  successful  that  nearly 
three-fourths  of  all  the  legal  voters  signed 
the  pledge,  and  the  cause,  in  Brandon,  was 
never  so  popular  as  at  that  time. 

Politically,  he  was  a  Whig  until  the  forma- 
tion of  the  Liberty  Party,  in  1841.  He  at- 
tended nearly  all  the  State  Conventions,  of 
the  Liberty  Party,  and  at  many  of  them, 
drafted  the  resolutions  that  were  ado;  ted  by 
those  conventions,  taking  an  act.ve  part  in 
their  discussions.  He  labored  constantly  and 
earnestly  for  twenty  years,  in  connection  vr.ta 
many  noble  men  and  women,  in  t_ie  causa 
of  human  liberty  against  the  slave  power, 
to  accomplish  its  downfall. 

During  many  of  these  years  he  labored 
in  what  a  great  majority  of  the  other  par- 
ties then  believed  to  be  a  hopeless  minori- 
ty. He  attended  the  National  Free  Soil 
Convention  at  Buffalo,  in  1S43,  and  ass:s:ei 
at  the  formation  of  the  Republican  Party  m 
1S54.  He  and  many  of  his  co-laborers  Lave 
lived  to  see  the  principles  for  which  they 
contended,  triumphant,  and  slavery  destroyed. 

In  the  years  1856-'57  and  '58,  he  was  elect- 
ed and  served  as  the  Representative  c: 
town  of  Brandon,  in  the  Legislature  the  three 
regular  sessions,  and  also  the  extra  ses-.  >n  of 
February,  1857.  By  consulting  the  Journals 
of  those  years,  and  "  Walton's  Book  of  De- 
bates," for  the  extra  session,  can  he  s-s-n 
what  part  he  took  during  those  sessions. 
They  were  all  very  active,  exciting  sessio  .s, 
especially  the  regular  ones,  in  regard  to  na- 
tional and  political  topics.  On  these  topics  he 
was  chairman  of  a  select  committee  during 
all  these  years,  and  in  1856  and  '5S  made  a 
report  for  the  committee,  and  also  drafted 
the  resolutions  in  1S58,  which,  with  slight 
amendments,  were  adopted  almost  unani- 
mously by  the  House  and  Senate. 

The  "  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
Slavery,  the  Dred  Scott  decision  and  the  ac- 
tion of  the  National  Government  thereon," 
submitted  to  the  House  of  Represent.it:  v-  s  in 
the  Vermont  Legislature,  Nov.  18th,  1*5^, 
was  drafted  by  him  and  was  regar  led  an  able 
and  interesting  State  paper. 

At  the  session  of  185G,  he  was  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  tuo  Extension  of  Slavery 
and  the  then  prevalent  troubles  in  Kansas.  He 
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presented  a  lengthy  and  elaborate  report,  re- 
viewing the  whole  question  of  Slavery,  fioin 
the  foundation  of  the  Government,  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise  and  the  Kansas  Contro- 
versy. 

A  minority  report  was  presented,  which 
caused  much  excitement  and  discussion.  The 
bill  was  once  dismissed,  but  nnally  passed. 
In  this  struggle,  which  was  in  a  measure  a 
political  one,  Mr.  Marsh  devoted  all  his  en- 


ergy 


of  will 


argument  until 


his  object  was  accomplished,  and  lie  always 
considered  it,  as  it  was,  a  remarkable  triumph 
over  the  conservative  views  of  that  period. 
Mr.  Marsh  pushed  those  measures  through 
with  energy  and  will,  rarely  exhibited  by  any 
legislator.  It  was  in  his  legislative  career 
he  Was  most  prominent  before  the  State  at 
large,  and  to  which  he  attached  much  impor- 
tance He  had  an  experience  which  has  been 
allotted  to  few  men  in  our  State,  and  he 
proved  faithful  to  his  convictions  of  right  and 
duty.  • 

He  was  a  man  of  extensive  reading,  and 
varied  intelligence.  Familiar  with  the  his- 
tory of  Government  and  parties,  he  had  a 
fajulty  of  combining  facts  and  statistics, 
which  enabled  him  to  handle  his  view  of  a 
subject  with  skill,  whether  in  debate  or  in 
newspaper  controversy. 

Mr.  Marsh  died  at  his  residence  in  Bran- 
Friday  evening,  March  8,  1872,  aged 
..  .  •:]•■  65  years. 

Mi.-  !  th  was  the  result  of  a  sad  accident 
ilMng  a  cow  in  a  narrow  stall  in 
hu  bc-t  dark  on  Thursday  evening. 

The^.  iu  ^mpting  to  turn,  caught  Mr. 
Marsh     .  her   body   and   the  side 

of  the  sta  !  i !  i  ^ed  for  help  but  was 
unheard,  an  :  '  i  way  alone  into  the 

house.  Dr.  P<.  as  soon  there,  but  as  no 
outward  signs  oi  injury  were  visible — and  as 
he  was  suffering  much  pain,  it  was  at  once 
feared  there  was  an  internal  injury.  He  was 
in  severe  pain  during  Thursday  night  and 
Friday  morning.  Near  noon  he  appeared  to 
be  failing.  Dr.  Dyer  was  called,  but  it  was 
apparent  that  he  was  beyond  the  reach  of 
medical  skill.  He  sank  rapidly  until  his 
death  at  7  o'clock.  A  post- mortem  examina- 
tion by  Drs.  Peck  and  Dyer  on  Saturday,  dis- 
closed a  rupture  of  one  of  the  intestines. — 
Material  for  the  above  from  Mrs.  Eliza  E. 
Marsh. 


BRANDON  GRADUATES  FROM  MIDDLEBURT  COL- 
LEGE— .FROM  PIEBSON'S  CATALOGUE,  1853. 

1821.     EZRA  JUNE 

was  born  in  Brandon  in  1796  ;  read  law  with 
Barzillai  Davenport,  Esq.,  of  Brandon,  and 
has  practised  in  that  town  since.  He  was 
judge  of  Rutland  Co.  Court  1843-1817  ;  mem- 
ber of  the  Vermont  Senate  1848-50;  States 
Attorney  for  Rutland,  1850. 

1823.     THOMAS  JEFFERSON  CONANT 

(Son  of  John  and  brother  of  John  A.  and 
late  Chauncey  W.  Conant)  was  born  in 
Brandon,  Dec.  13,  1802.  He  was  tutor  in 
Columbian  College,  D.  C,  1825-' 27  ;  Profes- 
sor of  Languages  in  Waterville  College,  1822 
-33  ;  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Baptist 
denomination,  but  was  never  settled  over  a 
parish;  in  1835  became  professor  of  Hebrew 
and  Biblical  criticism  in  Hamilton  Univer- 
sity, N.  Y.,  following  the  University  on  its 
removal  to  Rochester.  For  the  last  20  years, 
Mr.  Conant  has  been  engaged  under  the  au- 
spices of  the  American  Bible  Union  in  the 
revision  of  King  James'  translation  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testament  Scriptures.  Hi3 
new  version  of  the  books  Genesis,  Job  and 
Psalms,  command  the  admiration  of  biblical 
scholars,  as  well  as  the  general  reader.  His 
translation  of  Gesenius  Hebrew  Grammar  has 
proved  a  valuable  aid  to  American  students. 
Since  his  connection  with  the  University  at 
Rochester,  he  has  resided  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
He  received  the  degree  of  D.  D.  in  1344. 

1S24.     LYMAN  GILBERT, 

born  in  Brandon,  June  13,  1793;  graduated 
at  Andover  Theo.  Sem.  in  1827  ;  became 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in  West 
Newton,  Mass.,  in  1828,  and  still  remains 
there  (1853.)  He  received  the  degree  of 
D.  D.  in  1850. 

1S26.   SETH  HARRISON  KEELER, 

born  in  Brandon,  Sept.  24,  1S00  ;  fitted  at 
Brandon  and  Castleton  academies  ;  was  pre- 
ceptor of  New  Ipswich  academy,  N.  H,  1S26- 
27;  graduated  at  Andover,  Theo.  Sem.  1329; 
was  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in 
South  Berwick,  Me.,  where  he  was  in  1851. 

1S38.     JONATHAN  AVERY  SHEPHERD,  D.D., 

studied  theology  at  the  General  Theological 
Seminary,  New  York  City  and  is  an  Episcopal 
Clergyman  of  the  P.  E.  Church,  and  Teacher 
at  EMcotts'  Mills,  Md.  (1872.— Pub.) 
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1S39.     ERASTUS  CARTER  SPOOK EB  ; 

te.vher  in  Vt.  Literary  and  Scientific  Insti- 
tution, 1S39-40;  studied  at  Union  Theo.  Sein. 
New  York  City,  1840-41;  died  in  Brandon 
of  consumption,  Dec.  11,  1841,  aged  27. 

1839.     CHARLES  CARL03  BISBEE 

was  preceptor  of  the  Vermont  Literary  and 
Scientific  Institution  at  Brandon — (common- 
ly known  as  Brandon  Seminary — Ed.)  in 
1839-42;  of  Addison  County  Grammar 
school  (at  Middiebury)  1842-44;  then  for 
several  years  associate  principal  of  Bakers- 
field  Academy  (Franklin  Co.) 

1845.     SAMUEL  MILLS  CONANT, 

born  in  Brandon  Nov.  22,  1820,  fitted  at 
Brandon  Seminary,  studied  at  Union  Theo. 
Sem.,  1844-4(3;  was  teacher  in  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  1846-48  ;  read  law  and  commenced 
practice  at  Brandon  ;  was  editor  of  the  Ver- 
mont Union  Whig,  sometime;  Assistant 
Clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  in  1849  ; 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in  1850  ; 
6ince  then  has  been  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 
He  is  a  nephew  of  John  A.  Conant. 

1848.     GEORGE  DANA 

engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  California. 

1851.     JAMES  EDWIN  ROSS, 

born  in  Brandon,  Sept  20,  1827,  fitted  at 
Addison  Co.  Grammar  School,  and  Troy  Conf. 
Academy,  Poultney  ;  became  a  teacher  in 
Helena  Academy  and  is  reading  law  (1S53.) 

1852.     ROYAL  DANIELS  ROSS, 

born  in  Brandon,  August,  1830,  is  a  teacher 
in  Flemingsburgh,  Ky.  (1S53.) 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONERS  OF  BRANDON. 

FROM  THE  U.  8.  CENSUS,  1840. 


Ebenezer  Squires,  aged  82. 

Sophia  Burnell  (widow),  "  80. 

Roger  Smith,  "  73, 

David  Merriara,  "  80. 

Phebe  Tracy  (widow),  "  73, 


In  our  village  churchyard  stands,  or 
rather  has  stood  until  within  a  few  days 
past,  a  plain  marble  slab  bearing  the  follow- 
ing inscription : 

Over  the  body  of 
RICHARD  WELCH, 
during  five  years 
a  soldier  under 
WELLINGTON 
in  the 

PENINSULAR  WAR, 


and  during  all  his  life 

AN  HONEST  MAN. 

This  stone  is  erected  by  his  friends. 
He  was  born  in  Ireland 
1783; 

Died  in  Brandon,  Vt., 
1842. 

On  the  22d  of  August  the  sons  of  the  do- 
ceased,  had  the  remains  removed  to  the  new 
Cemetery  north  of  the  village.  The  coffin 
was  found  in  a  very  good  state  of  preserva- 
tion— sufficiently  so  to  enable  it  to  be  brought 
to  the  surface,  with  its  contents,  quite  entire, 
by  as  careful  and  experienced  a  person  :vs  the 
worthy  sexton,  Mr.  Parkhurst. 

The  remains  consisted  simply  of  the  bones, 
which  were  quite  whole,  and  in  the  position 
in  which  they  were  piaced  twenty-two  years 
ago  last  March.  The  most  interesting  feature 
connected  with  the  exhuming  was  the  dis- 
covery of  the  character  and  nature  of  the 
wound  received  by  the  deceased  at  the  battle 
of  Vittona,  fought  June  22,  1813.  The 
wound  occurred  midway  between  the  hip 
and  knee  joints  of  the  left  leg,  rendering  the 
knee  joint ■stiff;  the  joint  wa?  natural,  how- 
ever, but  the  thigh  bone  was  found  lapped 
and  enlarged,  and  just  underneath  the  injury, 
on  the  bottom  of  the  cothn,  was  found  the 
bullet  flattened  out  to  the  size  and  thickness 
of  a  large  cent — From  Vt.  Record  while  pub- 
lished at  Brandon. 

REV.  WILLIAM  FORD. 

SIXTEEX    TEAKS    A    RESIDENT    OF  BRAND JM — SELECTI0N3 
FRO >1  HIS  POEMS.* 

Rev.  Wrn.  Ford  was  born  in  Glenville, 
Schenectady  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  28,  1821  ;  en- 
tered the  ministry  of  the  Church  in  his 
21st  year,  having  been  a  member  from  his 
16th  year. 

His  first  year  was  on  Greenfield  circuit, 
N.  Y.;  his  second  on  the  Mechanicsville 
charge,  in  the  same  county,  and  on  the 
beautiful  banks  of  the  Hudson. 

In  the  summer  of  1843,  he  was  appointed 
to  Brandon,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  Miss  Ermina  M.  Fisk,  only  daughter 
of  Edward  Fisk,  to  whom  he  was  married 
in  March,  1845. 

In  1853,  the  clergymen's  sore  throat  com- 
pelled him,  at  the  close  of  his  two  years' 
service  at  Rutland,  to  retire  from  active 
work,  and  he  went  to  Brandon,  where,  2V 
miles  north-west  of  the  village,  he  erected 
the  necessary  buildings  and  made  himself 
and  family  a  home,  where  he  resided  16 

*  Wo  aiv  indebted  for  the  substance  of  this  sketch 
to  the  reverend  author — Mr.  Ford  has  deceased  siuco 
the  above  was  written. — £d. 
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years,  beautifying  his  grounds,  engaging 
as  an  amateur  in  the  cultivation  of  fruits 
and  flowers,  particularly  the  grape,  until 
•*  Floralside"  grew  to  be  one  of  the  loveliest 
spots  in  all  that  part  of  the  State — fit  home 
for  a  clergyman,  editor  and  poet. 

In  lb57,  Mr.  Ford  purchased  the  "  North- 
eastern Christian  Advocate,'1  then  published 
by  Rev.  A.  C.  Rose,  at  Brandon,  and  entered 
upon  his  new  work  as  editor  and  proprietor. 
Pecuniarily,  this  was  a  poor  speculation,  but 
it  afforded  its  owner  a  field  for  his  talents 
peculiarly  gratifying  to  his  feelings  and 
taste.  In  1S59,  he  changed  the  name  of  his 
paper  to  the  "  Northern  Visitor"  &  religious 
and  literary  sheet  of  no  mean  ability. 
Many  excellent  contributors  were  regularly 
employed,  and  much  new  and  pleasing  talent 
was  revealed  and  developed,  and  a  vast 
amount  of  work  and  brain  was  put  into  the 
unpretentious  publication,  by  it3  editor. 
Indeed,  he  over-worked  himself,  running  a 
book  store,  cultivating  his  grounds,  and  usu- 
ally preaching  each  Sabbath,  besides  work- 
ing some  16  hours  a  day  on  his  paper. 

Mr.  Ford  began  writing  verses  early  in 
life,  and  his  paper  contained  many  of  his 
own  poetical  effusions,  besides  bringing 
prominently  before  the  world  other  gifted 
sons  and  daughters  of  song :  among  others, 
Eev.  Dr.  John  Wesley  Carhart,  author  of 
"Sunny  Hours"  and  the  "Hebrew  Poets"; 
Miss  0.  E.  Paine,  (now  Mrs.  Thomas,)  and 
Mrs.  A.  II.  Bingham,  one  of  the  sweetest 
writers  of  poetry  Vermont  has  ever  had. 

The  work  of  editing  and  publishing,  with 
limited  resources  pecuniarily,  led  to  a  dis- 
posal of  the  "Visitor"  early  in  1871. 

As  a  preacher,  Mr.  Ford  is  well  known  in 
Western  V  ermont,  among  other  churches 
than  those  of  his  own  denomination,  having 
served  as  pastor  in  Brandon,  Leicester,  Salis- 
bury, Vergennes,  Bristol,  Burlington  and 
Rutland,  and  preached  6  months  each  for 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Brandon  and 
the  Baptist  Church  of  Whiting. 

As  a  preacher,  he  is  characterized  by  sys- 
tematic arrangement,  force,  clearness  and 
power,  and  a  good  taste  that  marks  all  his 
public  performances.  As  a  prose  writer  he 
is  concise  and  perspicuous;  as  a  writer  of 
verse.? — (we  give  what  we  regard  a  fair  illus- 
tration of  his  fairest  talent. — Ed.) 

He  has  long  contemplated  publishing  a 
volume  of  hi3  poems.    He  aided  in  starting 


"  The  Household"  and  still  contributes  to  ita 
pages. 

In  1868,  his  health  again  giving  way,  ho 
was  compelled  to  retire,  at  least  For  a  time, 
from  the  ministry,  and  in  April,  '69,  he  with 
his  family  moved  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich., 
where  he  resides  at  this  time,  in  improved 
health  and  spirits,  preaching  often  with  his 
usual  acceptability,  and  is,  we  learn,  contem- 
plating assuming  pastoral  labors  this  coming 
autumn,  (1372). 

He  has  done  something  for  both  literature 
and  religion  in  Vermont,  besides  the  fact3 
mentioned.  He  was  chosen  by  Miss  Hemen- 
way  as  one  of  her  committee,  in  making 
selections  for  "The  Poets  and  Poetry  of  Ver- 
mont," and  aided  in  bringing  out  the  poern3 
of  Gilbert  Cook  Lane,  deceased,  &c.  He  is 
known  among  his  friends  for  his  taste  in 
literature  and  art,  and  for  his  critical  skill 
in  the  various  departments  of  thought,  cul- 
ture and  the  practical  activities  and  customs 
of  life.  He  is  what  he  calls  a  "High  Meth- 
odist," yet  loving  all  things  true  and  beau- 
tiful, God  and  all  good  people. 

The  following  is  the  title  page  of  a  poem 
published  in  pamphlet  form  : 

"  Celestialism  :  a  Poem  delivered  at  the 
Town  Hall,  Brandon,  February  11,  1862,  on 
the  occasion  of  a  Benefit  given  to  Rev.  B.  D. 
Ames  and  family.  "I  had  a  dream  that  was 
not  all  a  dream " ;  By  Rev.  Wm.  Fori 
Brandon  :  Printed  at  Gazette  office,  1862." 


FAREWELL  TO  SUMMER. 

BY  REV.  WILLIAM  FORD. 

Farewell  to  the  Summer  !  whose  bright  srolden,  hours 
Slept  soft  on  niy  heart,  like  the  dew  on  the  flowers; 
To  its  sweet  scented  blossoms,  God's  angels  as  fair, 
Which  filled  with  their  fragrance  the  sort  balmy  air; 
To  the  wild-warbling  songsters,  who  trilled  their  glad 
notes, 

'Till  their  swelling  songs  choked  up  their  joy  speak- 
ing throats. 

Disrobed  is  the  garden,  'neath  whose  shady  bower, 
Toil  rested  and  dreamed  through  the  noontide  hour, 
Whilst  the  honey-bees'  hum  fell  so  soft  oq  the  ear 
That  Fatigue  often  dreamed  of  a  Paradise  near 
And  the  joy-dancing  moments,  perfumed  with  the 
rose, 

Seemed  a  mockery  of  bliss — too  short  for  repose.  1 

Young  buds  which  in  sprim^-thuo  adorned  the  green 
leas, 

In  Summer  their  petals  flung  out  to  the-  breeze, 
'Till  Flora  had  decked  all  the  land  with  a  bloom 
That  charmed  from   the  heart  all   of  sadness  and 
gloom ; 

Hut,  alas,  with  the  Summer  this  loveliness  Bed  ! — 
Like  a  babe  in  its  shroud  it  lies  withered  and  dead. 


BRANDON. 


491 


The  landscape  is  robbed  of  its  emerald  green, 
An  !  pone  from  the  skies  is  their  bright  golden  aheen 
The  woods'  leafy  grandeur  is  laded  aud  soar, 
Whilst  tho  hoarse  breath  of  Autumn  howls  mournful 
and  drear : 

And  Oh  !  as  I  gaze  on  the  frost-withered  leaf, 

I  weep  for  the  loved  ones  whose  stay  was  as  brief. 

My  heart  often  bleeds,  like  a  thrice-stricken  deer, 
A*  hen  I  thirik  their  -  lad  voices  I'm  never  to  hear! 
The  sweet-singing  birds  will  come    back  with  the 
Spring, 

And  Summer  fresh  beauty  and  fragrance  will  bring; 
But  tho  loved  aud  departed — I'll  see  them  no  more, 
Till  I  greet  them  iu  bliss  on  the  ever-green  shore. 

Till  then,  with  the  Summer,  I'll  bid  them  farewell, 
While  sorrow  and  hope  my  6ad  bosom  shall  swell; 
Aud  the  fresh  smelling  turf  of  each  newly-maoe  grave, 
I'll  often  revisit  with  tear-drops  to  leave, 
And  kiss  the  sweet  rose  that  smiles  on  the  sod — 
Bright  emblems  of  loved  ones  asceuded  to  God. 


OCTOBER. 

BY  REV.  WILLIAM  FORD. 

Nature  seems  struck  with  death.    The  hectic  flush, 
Which  glows  so  brightly  on  her  wasted  cheek, 
Reveals  the  foe  that  preys  upon  her  heart. 
Few  moons  ago  young  Spring  came  joyous  forth, 
With  verdant  robes  aud  songs  of  gushing  praise, 
While  swelling  bud  and  newly  fluttering  leaf, 
With  gurgling  brooks  and  gentle  hum  of  bees, 
Proclaimed  the  universal  joy. 

IIow  brief  her  stay  ! 
A  few  short  weeks  she  held  her  peaceful  reign, 
Mo:e  beautiful  each  day,  with  plumper  cheek, 
A  lighter  step,  and  ever  brightening  eye, 
Till  Summer,  her  gay  sister,  flaunting  came, 
When  Spring,  the  modest  maiden,  blushing  smiled. 
And  courtesied  ad.eu. 

So  rapidly 

Did  Summer  dance  the  golden  hours  away, 
Replete  with  love  and  beauty,  joy  and  song, 
That  ere  the  tide,  which  brought  this  argosy, 
Seemed  half  its  destined  height,  its  ebb  began. 

October!  melancholy  and  serene  ! 
The  chastened  sadness  of  these  halcyon  days, 
So  like  t:  e  spirit,  patient  and  subdued, 
Of  her  whose  sixteenth  summer's  beauty  fades 
Before  the  touch  of  that  insidious  foe 
W'ho  revels  most  with  beauty,  talent,  worth — 
Consumption,  greedy  of  the  loved  of  earth, 
And  garnerer  of  early  fruit  in  heaven — 
Exalts  my  soul,  my  passions  all  subdues, 
The  cheerful  music  of  the  Summer  hours 
Is  gone.    The  birds  have  fled,  all  savo  the  crow, 
Who  croaks  his  hoarseness  with  a  deeper  tone, 
Rejoicing  there's  no  rival  to  his  soug. 

The  dead  and  withered  leaves  fall  mournfully; 
And  pile  the  lawn,  the  dell,  the  burial  ground 
VI  ith  drifting  banks  of  crimson  at.d  of  goUL 
Along  the  mountain  peaks  and  on  the  hills 
There,  hangs  a  mi-ty  shroud,  and  e'en  the  sun 
Ilaif  vails  his  burning  eye,  to  view  the  scene. 


T.  e  air  rings  hollow,  so  tho  rattling  train, 
Which  rumbles  hea\y  through  the  distant  vale 
Seems  scarce  a  mile  away  ;  tiie  woodman's  ax 
Far  o'er  the  forest  brown  its  echo  sends, 
Along  the  steeps  and  crags  of  distant  hills; 
And  e'en  the  raven  s  voice,  as  on  he  flies, 
Lazy  and  garrulous  with  uew  felt  joy, 
Seems  strangely  to  possess  a  ten-fold  power. 

As  o'er  the  features  of  the  dying  «aint 
A  new,  unearthly  beauty  often  conies — 
The  last  sweet  look  of  innocence  and  love, 
Which  falls  like  balm  upon  the  bleeding  heart, 
And  almost  reconci  es  us  to  his  fate — 
So  nature,  touched  by  death,  serenely  wraps 
A  diadem  of  glory  round  1  er  brow, 
And  chants  a  requiem  to  departed  joy3. 
The  landscape  smiles;  the  golden  corn  is  piled, 
And  waiting  to  be  garnered  ;  while  among 
Its  tasseled  heaps,  widespread  upon  the  ground, 
Th"  mammoth  pumpkins,  ruddy  as  the  sun 
When  he  goes  down  in  smoke  behind  the  hills, 
Are  making  merry  for  the  husking  eves, 
Or  half  impatient  for  Thanksgiving  day. 
The  luscious  grapes  in  purple  clusters  hang. 
Half  hid  behind  the  curled,  frost-bitten  leaves. 
The  white  petunia  and  the  larkspur  blue, 
The  purple  monkshood  and  the  phloxes  gay, 
Never  seemed  half  so  fair  aud  sweet  as  now, 
Encrusted  with  the  hoar-frost,  death's  embrace. 
The  t  ending  orchard  looks  a  mount  of  wealth, 
Spreading  the  trodden  grass  about  each  trunk 
With  piles  ot  blushing  fruit,  more  precious  far 
Than  California's  dust,  since  this  we  give. 
Almost  in  weight,  in  glad  exchange  for  that. 
How  bright!  how  sad!  how- beautiful !  how  gay! 
How  much  like  life!  how  fraught  with  death! 
Art  thou,  October  !  and  Oh  !  how  I  love 
These  days  of  withered  hopes  and  faded  joys  ! 
Aud  in  my  love  there  seems  a  sacrtduess, 
It  so  divests  me  of  my  earthiness. 
And  lifts  the  groveling  soul  to  brighter  scenes 
And  joys  immortal,  where  love  reigns  for  aye. 


TO  A  LITTLE  DAUGHTER  ON  HER  BIRTH-DAY. 
oct.  6.  1SC0. 

BY  REV.  WILLIAM  FORD. 

Waiting,  hoping,  trusting, 

Make  the  spirit  strong; 
Cheered  by  expectation, 

Thou  hast  waited  lone; 
Come  at  length  has  Autumn, 

Clad  in  rich  an  ay, 
With  its  golden  treasures 

Comes  thy  natal  day. 

Fled  have  five  bright  summers, 

Winged  by  light  and  love, 
Since  like  some  sweet  angel, 

(Nestbng  like  a  dove 
In  thy  mother's  bosom) 

Lily,  thou  didst  come. 
Gracing  with  strange  loveliness 

Our  Green  Mountain  home. 

Precious  little  casket, 
With  a  priceless  gem 
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Fit  to  deck  a  coronet, 

Or  a  diadem ; 
Lovely  as  the  rose-bud, 

Pure  as  flake  of  snow, 
Angel  hands  defend  thee 

Through  life's  joys  and  woe! 

Picture  of  thy  mother! 

Eyes  as  dark  as  jet — 
Gems  of  purest  water — 

Stars  that  never  set ; 
Cheeks  as  plump  as  peaches, 

Dimpled  on  the  right, 
Bless  me  !  wliat  a  treasure 

In  a  father's  sight. 

Moulded  form  of  beauty, 

Limbs  of  classic  grace, 
Brow  for  mind's  enthronement, 

Joy-lit,  beaming  face; 
At  our  own  dear  Flornlside, 

Midst  the  smiling  flowers, 
Thou  hast  with  the  humniing-bird8 

Chased  the  golden  hours. 

For  thine  only  brother 

Meet  companion  fair, 
Like  the  dancing  sunbeams, 

Gliding  everywhere; 
Mirth  and  joy  and  gladness 

Follow  in  thy  train, 
As  both  life  and  verdure 

Crown  an  April  rain. 

Thou  hast  known  no  sorrow  ; 

Thou  no  sin  hast  known ; 
Love  and  joy  and  beauty 

With  thy  life  have  grown. 
Sporting  in  the  sunshine, 

Thou  shalt  speed  apace, 
Toward  the  realm  where  Duty 

Rules  with  queenly  grace. 

Life's  rough  path  hath  perils, 

Evils  throng  around 
Fate  frowns  from  the  heavens, 

Pit-fulls  strew  the  ground; 
Through  the  changing  seasons 

Heaven  protect  thy  way, 
Till  a  new  October 

Brings  thy  natal  day. 

THE  VERMONT  VOLUNTEER. 

BT  BEV.  WILLIAM  FORD. 

Three  cheers !  for  thy  Green  Mountain  Boys,  old  Ver- 
mont, 

Who  fought  for  our  country  so  dear; 
When  dangers  were  thickest  they  rushed  to  the  field — 

Three  cheers!  fur  each  bntve  Volunteer  ! 
The  thunder  of  Sumter  aroused  all  their  pride, 

As  its  echoes  fell  sad  on  the  ear ; 
And  to  join  in  the  conflict  each  young  hero  sighed— 

Three  cheers!  for  the  brave  Volunteer. 

Thv  valleys  shall  shout  to  their  praise,  old  Vermont, 

And  hill-tops  re-echo  the  cheer  ; 
And  granite  and  marble  proclaim  o'er  tnoir  dust 

Thy  love  for  the  brave  Volunteer  ; 


The  spirit  of  Allen  and  Stark  strung  their  nerves, 

They  neither  knew  failure,  nor  fear; 
And  a  Swiss  love  of  freedom  tu  rned  bright  in  the  soul 

Of  each  gallant  and  brave  Volunteer. 

Ah!  dear  to  each  heart  wa«  thy  fame,  old  Vermont, 

And  the  pathway  of  duty  was  clear; 
And  thy  ancient  renown  a  new  luster  has  won 

By  the  deeds  of  each  brave  Volunteer; 
A  halo  of  glory  shall  circle  each  brow, 

The  dead  be  embalmed  in  our  tears; 
And  a  country  united,  when  Victory  is  ours, 

Shall  honor  thy  brave  Volunteer. 

Then  hurrah  1  for  thy  Green  Mountain  Boys,  old  Ver- 
mont ! 

Their  bays  shall  grow  green  with  the  years  ; 
With  patriot  6oldiers,  from  each  royal  State, 

Side  by  side  stood  thy  brave  Volunteers: 
They  struck  for  their  country,  for  Freedom  aDd  Right, 

And  God  for  their  help  did  appear; 
And  millions  unborn,  of  the  wise  and  the  good, 

Shall  huzza  for  the  brave  Volunteer. 


PERFECT  THROUGH  SUFFERING. 

BY  BEV.  WILLIAM  FORD. 

The  storms  which  rock  the  mountain  pine 
And  toss  its  green  plumes  to  the  sky, 

But  settle  and  extend  the  base 
That  lifts  the  giant  shaft  on  high. 

The  clouds  which  crown  the  mountain's  trow, 
And  veil  the  eagle's  piercing  sight, 

Cause  him  on  dauntless  wing  to  soar 
To  regions  of  unclouded  light. 

So  every  woe  the  good  man  feels  ! — 
The  crested  waves  that  o'er  him  roll, 

Temptations,  sorrows,  griefs  and  fears, 
But  strengthen  and  confirm  the  soul. 

A  stronger  faith  in  truth  divine, 

A  nobler  type  of  saintly  life, 
The  God-like  iu  the  human  form, 

Are  born  midst  sorrow,  trial,  strife. 

Few  flowers  in  Paradise  shall  bloom, 
But  those  Gethsemane  hath  grown  ; 

And  they  its  highest  bliss  shall  share, 
Who  most  of  Calvary  have  known. 

Then  let  winds  rage  ;  the  wild  storm  beat ; 

And  dreadful  be  the  tempest's  shock: 
Unharmed  the  faithful  soul  shall  stand, 

Firm  as  the  adamantine  rock. 
Floralside,  1862. 


PRAYER  IN  SICKNESS. 
MR9.  A.  H.  BINGHAM.* 
Oh!  let  me  live,  my  Father;  life  is  sweet, 
And  full  of  beauty  and  of  joy  to  me  ; 

*  Mrs.  Bingham  was  born  in  St.  Albans — See  history 
of  St.  Allans,  Vol.  II.,  p.  361.  Hut  as  -he  resided  in 
Brandon  during  the  time  that  most  of  h  r  poetry  w.uj 
written,  we  think — and  where  she  first  appeared  in 
print  as  a  poe:ical  writer,  and  was  by  her  own  choice 
classed  among  the  Poets  ot  Brandon  in  her  contribu- 
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While  present  hopes  and  future  prospects  meet 
To  form  for  me  a  happy  destiny. 

I  know  that  e*en  the  brightest  hopes  decay; 

That  numy  an  anchor  fails  to  which  we  trust, 
Our  treasures  ruthlessly  are  torn  away, 

Our  idols  crushed — lie  mouldering  in  the  dust. 

But  yet,  my  Father,  life  is  dear  to  me. 
As  through  its  mazy  paths  I  pass  along; 

The  beauty  and  the  harmony  I  see 
Inspire  my  spirit  with  a  gush  of  song, 

My  heart  is  swelling  with  a  wild  delight, 
Its  chords  are  touched  to  many  a  thrilling  strain ; 

As  all  earth's  beauty  bursts  upon  my  sight, — 
To  try  to  sing  the  half  I  feel  were  vain. 

I  love  to  live,  my  Father — yet  I  know 
Temptations  compass  me  on  every  side, 

And  disappointments  meet  me  as  I  go, 
Sickness  and  sorrow,  pain  and  death  betide. 

And  coldness  often  meets  me  where  I  turn, 
For  sympathy  and  love,  and  kindly  trust, 

And  friends  for  whom  with  tenderness  I  yearn, 
My  heart  all  coldly  trample  in  the  dust. 

Bat  yet,  my  Father,  yet  I  pray  to  live, . 

For  there  are  those  to  whom  my  life  is  dear, 
Those  whom  I  love  and  who  would  gladly  give 

Their  all  of  life,  could  they  but  keep  me  here. 

And  life  is  benutifnl,  fair  and  bright. 
The  air  is  fil  ted  with  sweetest  melody, 

The  breezes  play  around  mo  soft  and  light, 
And  everything  in  nature  speaks  of  The*. 

So  for  the  sake  of  these  bright  things  of  earth, 
The  birds,  the  flowers  and  the  pure,  blue  sky, 

For  all  the  beauties  Thou  h»st  given  birth, 
My  Father,  let  me  live,  I  cannot  die. 

And  yet  I  would  not  murmur — let  me  say 
Thy  will,  not  mine,  whate'er  it  be,  be  done; 

Help  me  to  bow  submissive,  Lord  I  pray, 
For  what  is  best  is  known  to  Thee  alone. 


TO  YOUNG  LADIES. 

MRS.  A.  H.  BINGHAM. 

A  word  to  the  girls  of  our  Brave  Yankee  nation, 
Fo  admired  and  loved  by  the  Lords  of  Creation; 
Who  though  they  pretend  to  be  wonderful  wise, 
Are  alw.iyn  ensnareil  by  your  bright,  witching  eyes. 
Your  personal  charms,  with  your  smiles  and  your 
glances, 

And  the  glittering  net-work  of  glowing  romances, 
Many  sensible  fellows  may  draw  to  your  snare, 
But,  girls,  let  me  tell  you  you'd  better  beware, 
Though  your  bright  eyes  and  beauty  may  win  yon  a 
lover, 

t'^n  to  the  Poets  and  Poetry  of  Vermont;  and  morever 
a*  but  one  of  her  briefest  poems  was  given  with  the  St. 
Albuns  lit-rary  productions,  we  deem  it  proper  and 
tat  jutt  and  pleasing  to  give  her  a  more  pertect  repre- 
»'ii»Ati  >n  in  her  old  and  onc>>  loved  Brandon  home. 
Wrt.  Bingham  is  deceased  it  will  be  seen  by  reference 
**»  the  St.  Albans  History.— Ed. 


If  sense  does  not  back  them,  the  game  ia  all  over. 
To  be  truly  a  lady — a  lady  well-bred — 
With  all  of  your  charms,  you  must  have  a  pound  head; 
And  a  sensible  girl  you  may  know  understands 
How  to  use  to  advantage,  her  head  and  her  hands. 
Now  I've  heard  a  girl  say,  that  she  did  not  know 
How  to  knit  a  whole  stocking,  and,  oh  dear!  to  sew, 
At  least  on  plain  sewing,  the  thought  was  quite  shock- 
ing, 

She  would  not  for  the  world  stoop  to  mend  her  own 
stocking. 

But  when  she  went  home  would  take  it  to  mother. 
Yon'll  scarcely  believe  it,  but  there  was  another 
Who  said  that  she  did  not  know  how  to  wash  dishes  ! 
Now  that  girl,  I'm  sure  has  my  very  best  wishes ; 
But  if  I  were  a  man  and  she  were  a  Hebe, 
And  as  rich,  and  as  great,  as  the  old  Queen  of  Sheba, 
Do  yon  think  that  I'd  marry  her?  marry  her — never! 
If  I  lived  an  old  bachelor  for  it  forever. 
I've  heard  many  say,  that  they  did  not  know  how 
To  cook  a  potato;  the  sight  of  a  cow 
Would  give  them  hysteries;  the  crow  of  a  cock 
Would  give  to  their  nerves  a  most  terrible  shoe's. 
These  delicate  girls  have  all  learned  to  make 
Holes  and  scallop  in  cambric,  and  very  nice  cake, 
But  mercy  !  to  think  of  a  shirt  for  their  brother, 
Or  to  fry  up  a  pan-full  of  nut  cakes  for  mother, 
The  thought  were  enough  to  distract — and  all  that, 
They  surely  should  die  just  to  smell  of  the  fat. 
Now  girls,  let  me  tell  you,  just  roll  up  your  sleeves, 
Go  into  the  kitchen,  make  butter  and  cheese, 
And  dumplings  and  doughnuts  and  nice  loaves  of  bread, 
Both  wheaten  and  Indian — don't  shake  your  head; 
But  go  right  to  work,  prepare  a  good  meal, 
Learn  to  cook  ham  and  eggs,  and  beef-steak  and  veal; 
Make  puddings  and  pies,  and  take  care  of  the  cream, 
Keep  everything  'round  you  in  order,  Riid  clean  ; 
You  must  learn  to  mend  stockings  to  sew  and  to  knit, 
My  darling  young  ladies,  't  wont  hurt  you  a  bit; 
But  see  if  it  does  not  prove  true  to  the  letter 
You'll  be  happier  far,  and  a  thousand  times  better; 
It  will  make  you  more  sensible,  more  at  your  ease, 
And  you'll  please  all  you  meet  without  trying  to  please. 
Meantime,  my  dear  girls,  you  must  lay  up  a  store 
Of  good,  useful  knowledge  ;  you  must  explore 
The  mystical  workings  of  nature's  great  plan. 
And  the  greatest  events  in  the  history  of  man  ; 
Mathematics  and  logic,  and  Rhetoric  too; 
The  history,  both  of  the  old  times  and  new  ; 
There  are  three  things,  young  ladies,  pray  learn  to  do 
well, 

They  precede  all  others — to  read,  write  and  spell. 
Learn  to  draw,  and  to  paint,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing; 
To  play  the  piano,  to  dance  and  to  sing ; 
Learn  as  much  as  you  c.»n,  and  then  do  not  shirk. 
But  take  hold  with  your  mother,  and  help  do  the  work. 


CHRISTMAS  GIFTS. 

BT  MRS.  A.  B.  BINGHAM. 
Christmas  gifts,  Christmas  gifts,  costly  and  rare, 
Gifts  for  the  honored  and  gifts  for  the  fair; 
Gifts  for  the  father,  the  mother,  and  son. 
The  daughter, — and  gifts,  for  each  beautiful  one; 
All  who  are  wealthy,  and  noble,  and  great, 
Live  in  magnificence,  splendor  and  state; 
All  who  have  plenty  to  eat  and  to  wear, 
Have  their  rich  Christmas  gifts  costly  and  rare. 
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Christmas  shifts,  Christmas  gifts,  scatter  them  'round 
"Wherever  ploasure  and  fashion  are  found; 
Elegant,  rare,  and  exquisitely  fine, 
Purchase  the  costliest,  now  is  the  time; 
Give  them  to  persous  luxuriously  clad, 
Those  who  are  never  heart-broken  and  sad, 
Wherever  plenty  and  ease  can  be  found, 
Christmas  gifts,  Christmas  gifts,  scatter  them  'round. 

Bnt  st  p!  see  that  poor  little  child  in  the  street, 
With  her  thin  purple  fj.ce,  and  her  half  frozen  feet; 
How  she  shakes  with  the  cold,  she's  so  scantily  clad, 
Hear  that  piteous  wail,  how  heart-broken  and  sad. 
Has  she  heard,  ever  heard  a  kind  prying  tone? 
Has  9he  ever  one  moment  of  happiness  known  r 
A  child's  merry  Christinas,  has  ever  she  seen  ? 
Christmas  gifts, — do  you  think  she  can  know  what  they 
mean  ? 

Just  lay  your  soft  delicate  hand  on  her  head, 
Aud  look  in  her  face,  as  she  asks  you  for  bread  ; 
Shrink  not  from  a  figure  so  bargard  and  wild  ; 
Speak  gently  and  kind  to  the  poor  weary  child. 
In  her  sad  little  heart  place  a  bright  sunny  spot, 
"Which  through  toil  and  privations,  can  ne'er  be  forgot, 
Take  the  money  you  spend  for  the  rich  and  the  gay 
And  make  the  child  happy  on  next  Christmas  day. 

Purchase  not  gifts  that  are  costly  and  rare ; 
Think  of  the  hearts  that  are  crushed  by  despair  ; 
ThiDk  of  the  tenements,  crazy  and  old, 
WhL-re  they  are  dying  with  hunger  and  cold ; 
Think  of  the  misery,  suffering  «nd  woe. 
Which  these  poor  creatures  of  sorrow  must  know. 
Think  of  it!  think  of  it!  then  if  you  dare, 
Purchase  your  Christmas  gifts,  costly  and  rare. 

Oh!  child  of  luxury  !  could  you  but  know 
Half  of  the  joy  it  is  yours  to  bestow 
With  but  the  money  you're  thinking  to  spend, 
Purchasing  gifts  for  an  opulent  friend; 
Go  to  the  wretched,  the  suffering;,  and  sad; 
Give  to  them,  comfort  thera,  make  their  hearts  glad. 
The  pleasure  you'll  feel  will  your  kindness  repay  ; 
So  give  the  poor  Christmas  gifts,  next  Christmas  day. 
Brandon,  Dec.  14,  1So7. 


A.  A.  Nicholson,  Esq.,  a  native  of  this 
county,  also  resided  in  this  town  for  some 
years,  and  at  the  time  that  he  became  a  con- 
tributor to  Miss  Ilemenway's  "  Poets  aud 
Poetry  of  Vermont,"  in  which  he  is  entered- 
among  the  poets  of  Brandon  ;  but,  having 
removed,  and  being  claimed  by  his  native 
town  for  representation,  we  must,  however 
reluctantly  for  Brandon,  respect  the  claim. 

brandon  anecdotes  from  the  vermont 
record's  prize  collection. 

John  Townshend  was  for  many  vears  a 
devout  member  of  the  Congregational  church 
in  Brandon.  When  the  Kev.  Ira  Ingraharn 
was  pastor  of  that  church,  at  one  of  the 
church  meetings  he  gave  a  lecture  on  the 
duty  of  observing  the  Sabbath,  and  explained 
what  people  mty/it  do  and  what  they  might 


not  do,  without  sinning  in  that  respect.  In 
his  explanatory  remarks  he  said  if  a  man 
practiced  shaving  but  once  or  twice  a  week,  it 
would  he  sin  for  him  to  shave  on  the  S  ibbath, 
because  it  would  be  unnecessary,  but  if  ho 
practiced  shaving  every  day,  it  then  became 
necessary  to  shave  on  the  Sabbath,  and  was 
therefore  not  sinful.  The  good  brother 
Townshend  ejaculated, — "  What!  shave  every 
day  !  Why  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  in 
my  lifer 

Brother  Townshend  was  a  very  constant 
attendant  at  the  meetings  of  the  church  and 
always  ready  to  perform  his  part  by  way  of 
exhortation  or  prayer,  but  would  make 
longer  prayers  than  the  priest  and  some  of 
the  lay  brethren  wanted  ;  so  Mr.  Ingraharn 
planned  it  at  one  church  meeting,  to  deliver 
his  lecture, — then  call  on  one  or  two  broth- 
ers for  short  prayers,  when  lie  would  pro- 
nounce the  benediction,  without  giving  the 
good  brother  Townshend  a  chance  to  take  any 
part  in  the  meeting.  But  brother  Townshend 
was  not  to  be  fooled  in  that  way,  so  he  stood 
while  the  short  prayers  were  oifered,  and 
just  as  the  hands  of  the  pastor  commenced 
rising,  brother  Townshend  commenced  pray- 
ing, and  it  was  said  by  those  present,  that  he 
held  the  people  there  about  an  hour  longer 
than  priest  Ingraharn  had  planned  for  them 
to  stay  ! 

Aunt  Betty  Whitlock  of  Brandon,  was  an 
old  maid,  and  rather  peculiar  in  some  things. 
She  lived  in  a  small  house  and  kept  three 
chairs  ;  one  of  which  she  usually  occupied, 
and  the  other  two  were  suspended  on  nails. 
When  any  person  called  in,  before  offering 
them  a  seat,  she  would  raise  the  question  as 
to  whether  they  would  stay  long  enough  to 
pay  for  taking  one  of  the  chairs  down  !  If 
they  answered  affirmatively  she  would  take 
a  chair  from  the  nail,  but  if  not  the  chair 
would  hang  there. 

BRANDON  NEWSPAPERS. 

BY  J.  F.  MCCOI.LAM. 

The  Vermont  Telegraph,  a  Baptist  pa- 
per, was  the  first  paper  printed  in  Brandon. 
It  was  published  some  Id  years  by  0.  S. 
Murray,  and  then  discontinued.  During  the 
life  of  the  Telegraph,  which  was  started  in 
September,  1S23,  there  was  also  published  in 
the  same  office  and  in  connection  with  it 
Tlxe  Rutland  and  Addison  County  Wing,  a 
campaign  paper  in  1S10,  and  the  Vermont 
Argus,  (formerly  the  Middlebury  Argus),  by 
E.  &  H.  Drury,  from  Sept.,  1834,  to  Sept., 
1S35. 

The  Voice  of  Freedom  came  to  Brandon 
from  Montnelier  in  IS  IS  ;  published  by  Hol- 
comb  &  Murray,  and  edited  by  Iloleomb  for 
a  while  and  then  by  Wm.  G.  Brown,  and  was 
published  live  or  six  years.  Then  Wm.  C. 
Couant,  in  1849  started  The  Vermont  Union, 
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and  alter  publishing  it  a  while  here,  moved 
it  to  Rutland.  Pat.  Welch  then  published 
the  Brandon  Post,  and  Wm.  C.  Rogers  start- 
ei  the  Vermont  Tribune,  and  published  it 
about  a  year,  when  it  was  discontinued  and 
the  office  stock  sold  and  carried  out  of  the 
State.  After  Mr.  Welch  discontinued  the 
Pvti  in  1S56,  he  sold  his  office  to  Julius  H. 
Mott,  who  published  and  edited  the  Western 
Vermont  Transcript,  which  lived  just  twenty- 
two  weeks.  He  sold  his  office  to  Rev.  A.  C. 
Rose,  who  published  and  edited  the  Northern 
Christian  Advocate.  In  a  short  time  he  sold 
the  office  to  Rev.  Wm.  Ford,  who  published 
and  edited  the  Northern  Visitor.  He  sold 
his  office  to  a  company,  and  Hiram  Truss 
published  the  Brandon  Gazette  for  a  year  or 
more.  The  Gazette  was  discontinued  and  the 
o See  sold  to  D.  L.  Milliken,  who  started  The 
Monitor,  and  in  about  two  years  he  discon- 
tinued The  Monitor  and  started  the  Vermont 
Record,  and  published  it  one  year  and  twenty- 
one  weeks,  and  then  moved  to  Brattleboro. 
No  paper  has  been  published  in  Erandou 
since  the  Record  was  removed. 

DEATHS — SUDDEN — BY  ACCIDENT  OR  BY  THEIR 
OWN  HANDS. 

The  first  death  by  accident  was  that  of  Mr. 
Earnes  or  Barnard,  who  fell  from  his  horse 
and  broke  hi3  neck  while  intoxicated,  some 
65  years  ago. 

A  Mr.  Tracy  went  on  to  the  mountain  side 
to  pick  blueberries,  and  not  returning  at  the 
proper  time,  search  was  made  for  him  and  he 
was  found  dead,  supposed  to  have  died  in  a 
fit. 

The  wife  of  Joseph  Button,  while  about 
her  household  duties,  fell  and  was  taken  up 
dead. 

Joseph  Clemens  was  drowned,  June  17, 
1822. 

A  helpless  old  lady  was  burned  to  death 
while  alone  in  the  house,  which  took  fire  in 
the  absence  of  her  daughter  with  whom  she 
lived. 

Elias  Clark  was  killed  about  the  10th  of 
Feb.,  1S32,  while  taking  off  a  yoke  of  oxen 
from  a  sled  loaded  with  wood.  While  be- 
t'V'-en  the  oxen,  they  started,  throwing  Mr. 
Clark  under  the  sled  which  passed  over  his 
body. 

Luther  Conant  died  in  the  hay-field,  of 
h  artrdiseasa,  Aug.  7th,  1831  or  '35. 
Hiram  Brown  hung  himself. 


A  boy  by  the  name  of  Beckhorn  hung 
himself,  because  he  wa3  abused  by  the  family. 

Sylvester  Stafford  was  accidentally  shot 
while  taking  a  loaded  gun  from  a  wagon. 

Aaron  Barnes  was  found  dead  in  his  bed. 

Mrs.  Burnell  was  found  dead  in  the  barn- 
yard, where  she  had  goue  to  milk. 

Wm.  Tyler  cut  his  throat. 

Charles  Johnson  shot  himself  in  a  school- 
house.  [Some  regarded  the  act  as  done  by 
his  own  hand,  others  as  an  accident — that  he 
fell  upon  his  gun  in  climbing  into  the  win- 
dow to  kindle  a  fire — as  the  day  was  cold — 
to  warm  himself,  as  there  had  been  a  meet- 
ing at  the  school-house  and  a  fire  there  the 
night  before. — Ed.] 

Pat.  Mc  Kinney  fell  off  the  bridge  in  the 
village  one  dark  night  and  was  found  dead 
at  the  bottom  of  the  pond  in  the  morning. 

A  stranger  was  found  drowned  in  a  small 
brook,  that  one  could  step  across,  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town. 

Charles  Smith,  son  of  Oliver  M.  Smith  was 
drowned,  while  bathing  in  Otter  Creek,  in 
the  summer  of  184.2. 

Two  French  boys  were  drowned  in  the 
Creek  near  Pittsford  line. 

George  Capron  shot  himself. 

Lorrid  Buttles,  while  at  work,  dropped 
down  dead. 

Elwin  Edson,  son  of  Dr.  M.  F.  Edson,  was 
found  dead  in  his  bed. 

John  Kingsley  was  killed  by  the  sudden 
starting  of  a  water-wheel  which  he  was  clear- 
ing of  ice. 

A  young  man  by  the  name  of  Bride  was 
caught  in  a  water-wheel  that  he  was  cutting 
the  ice  from  at  Selden's  marble  mill,  and  was 
killed. 

Alvin  Fairbanks  cut  his  throat,  while  in  a 
desponding  mood,  at  the  town-farm. 

Adaline  V.  Goodnow,  daughter  of  Willis 
Good  now,  about  18  years  of  age,  subject  to 
fits  for  years,  when  -recovering  from  a  fit 
seemed  to  have  an  ungovernable  desire  to 
wander  off  and  be  alone.  On  the  13th  of 
Feb.  1S67,  after  one  of  her  fits,  while  the  watch 
of  her  father  was  temporarily  turned  from  her, 
she  slily  left  the  house  at  the  back  door  and 
went  through  the  wood*  and  pasture  to  where 
her  brothers  were  chopping.  They  scut  her 
home,  watching  her  until  she  entered  the 
woods  between  them  and  the  house.  This 
was  the  last  time  she  was  seen  alive.  Her 
father  missing  her,  hunted  about  until  he 


496 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


found  her  track  in  a  small  patch  of  snow  ; 
but  there  being  but  little  snow,  he  soon  lost 
sight  of  it.  ile  hunt^l  for  her  till  dark,  and 
the  next  day,  a:.d  several  successive  days,  a 
large  number  of  persons  were  searching,  but 
could  not  find  any  trace  of  her  On  the 9th 
of  May  following,  her  remains  were  found  on 
the  eastern  slope  of  Chaffee  mountain,  so 
called,  in  Chittenden,  some  5  miles  from  her 
home  and  near  the  summit  of  the  mountain, 
remote  from  any  inhabitants,  she  probably 
having  died  from  exposure  and  exhaustion, 

Wm.  Hyatt  was  as  usual  about  the  street 
and  did  his  chores  in  the  evening,  went  into 
the  house  and  died  almost  instantly. 

John  Rand  hung  himself  in  the  wash  room 
of  the  Douglass  House,  in  the  summer  of  1ST2. 

Lewis  Belknap,  died  almost  instantly,  the 
5th  day  of  October,  1S72.  He  felt  more  un- 
well than  usual  and  went  into  the  house  and 
laid  down.  Some  medicine  was  immediately 
carried  to  him  ;  but  his  breath  had  about 
left  his  body* 

In  Brandon,  Aug.  20,  of  congestion  of  the 
brain,  Mary  Gertrude,  only  daughter  of  J.  F. 
Mc  Collurn,  a  former  foreman  of  the  Record 
Office,  aged  25  years.  The  deceased  was  in 
usual  health  on  the  morning  of  her  death, 
and,  with  other  members  of  the  family,  was 
making  preparations  for  attending  church. 
The  attack  was  so  sudden  and  violent  that 
she  retained  consciousness  b  it  a  few  mo- 
ments, and  survived  only  five  hours. 

["Soldier  of  1812. — Died  in  Brandon, 
very  suddenly,  Nov.  2,  1S62,  Capt.  John  II. 
Lincoln,  soldier  of  1812." 

"Died  in  Brandon,  Jan.  21,  '  186-  (2-4)* 
Mrs.  Azubah  Kingsley,  aged  near  90;  for 
more  than  half  a  century  a  worthy  member 
of  the  Baptist  church." 

"In  Brandon  Village,  Sunday  night,  May 
15,  1861,  of  heart  disease,  Mrs.  Hannah 
Jackson,  a^e  1  81  years 

Mrs.  J.  attended  Sabbath  services  at  church 
as  usual  during  the  day,  and  up  to  within  an 
hour  of  her  death  was  in  the  enjoyment  of 
usual  health.  She  was  a  kind  and  estimable 
lady,  whose  memory  will  be  cherished  by  a 
large,  circle  ot  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Mrs  Jackson  was  b->rn  in  Shrewsbury — 
See  account  of  the  Finney  family,  Shrews- 
bury." 

"In  Brandon,  June  20,  186").  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Carr,  aged  86  years;  "taken  to  Clarendon 
for  interment." 


"Deaths  is  Brasdon,  1870. —Number.  63, 
and  confined  to  the  extreme*  of  life — infancy 
and  old  age  ;  the  latter  having  the  preponder- 
ance.' — Ed.] 

BRASDON  ITEMS  OF  THE  WAR  OF    1861,  A5D 
OTHER  MISCELLANT  OF  THAT  PERIOD. 

[The  man  to  whom  we  have  been  always 
referred  for  a  history  of  the  Brandon 
boys  daring  the  late  war,  Capt.  E.  J.  Orrns- 
bee,  and  whom  we  particularly  invited  to 
contribute  this  paper,  more  than  a  year 
since,  has  not,  as  yet  furnished  the  paper ; 
we  can,  therefore,  only  give  at  thi3  present 
time  items  such  as  we  merely  happen  to 
have  in  hand — trusting  yet  to  receive  a  full 
history  of  the  noble  part  that  Brandon,  in- 
deed, took  in  furnishing  men  for  the  field, 
and  toward  the  suppression  of  the  Rebellion 
— which  paper  we  will  gladly  give  with  va- 
rious papers,  from  the  County  and  towns  of 
the  County,  at  the  close  of  the  general  his- 
tories of  the  towns,  if  it  convs  in,  in  time, 
from  Mr.  0.  or  any  other  citizen  who  may 
have  home-pride  and  patriotism  sufficient  to 
prepare  and  forward  such  a  military  record 
for  Brandon,  or,  still  later,  we  may  give  it, 
perhaps  in  the  closing  volume. — Ed.] 

Rev.  Claudius  B.  Smith,  Baptist  minister, 
resigned  his  preceptorship  of  Brandon  Sem- 
inary and  went  as  chaplain  of  the  Vt.  2d 
Regiment. 

Albert  Thomas,  2  I  son  of  Rev.  Cornelina 
A.  Thomas,  D.  D.,  of  Brandon,  served  a3 
chaplain'3  aid  to  Rev.  C.  B.  Smith. 

CAPT.  C.  J.  ORMSBEE. 

Capt.  Charles  James  Ormsbee,  of  the 
heroic  5th  Vt.,  was  the  fourth  and  youngest 
son  of  John  Mason  and  Mary  (Wilson) 
Ormsbee  ;  born  in  Shoreham,  Sept.  27,  1839, 
thus  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  the  25th 
year  of  his  age.  At  the  age  of  11  Charles 
removed  with  the  family  to  Brandon, 
where  he  resided  until  his  entrance  into  the 
army.  He  received  a  fair  education  at  dis- 
trict schools  and  completed  his  schooling  at 
the  Brandon  Seminary. 

Cant.  Ormsbee  was  of  a  patriotic  family. 
His  ancestors  upon  both  the  father's  and 
mother's  side  were  participators  in  the  Rev- 
olution, and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the 
rebellion  he.  with  two  brothers, — dpt.  E.  J, 
Ormsbee,  of  the  law  firm  of  "  Nicholson  & 
OrmMbee."  Brandon,  and  John  M.t  Jr.,  of  a 
California  Regiment,  now  on  service  in  New 
Mexico — early  caught  the  spirit  an  i  hels  -1 
form  the  grand  Northern  uprising  that 
followed  the  fall  of  Sumter.  lie  enlisted 
into  the  1st  Vt.  Regt.,  Apr.  20,  1861,  for  the 
three  months'  campaign,  from  whicn  he  was 
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honorably  discharged  on  the  16th  day  of 
August,  following. 

lie  soon  after  re-enlisted  into  Co.  H,  5th 
Reg.,  and  Sept.  Kith  the  Company  wa3  mus- 
tered into  the  service,  for  three  years,  he 
having  been,  on  the  organization  of  the 
Company  chosen  2d  Lieut. 

lie  was  constantly  with  the  Regiment  and 
early  gained  an  enviable  reputation  for 
bravery  and  fitness  for  command,  and  in 
Augu>t  of  1S62  was  promoted  to  the  Captain- 
cy of  Company  D  of  the  same  regiment. 

lie  was  present  with  the  Regiment,  and 
on  duty,  in  every  campaign  which  the  army 
of  the  I'otomac  had  been  through,  to  the  time 
of  his  death,  on  the  5th  of  May  1864,  in  the 
"  battle  of  the  Wilderness,"  he  being  at  the 
time  in  the  extreme  front,  having  command 
of  the  s-kirmish  line  of  the  Regiment,  lie 
was  wounded  during  the  first  hour  of  the  en- 
gagement and  finally  received  three  wounds, 
one  in  the  right  side,  one  in  the  left  arm  and 
the  3d  in  the  left  shoulder  or  breast.  He  was 
buried  near  the  battle  field  and  his  grave 
marked.  His  friends  took  early  measures  for 
the  recovery  of  his  body — his  brother,  Capt, 
E.  J.  Ormsbee,  visiting  "the  front"  for  that 
urpo.-e — but  -without  success.  Last  bab- 
ath  funeral  sen  ices  in  connection  with  his 
death  were  held  at  the  Baptist  Church  in  this 
(Brandon j  village.  Rev.  C.  A.  Thomas, 
D.  D.,  preached  an  able  and  exceedingly  ap- 
propriate serniou  lrom  Psalms  101,  1.  The 
attendance  was  very  large  and  the  occasion 
one  of  much  solemn  interest. 

The  high  estimation  in  which  Capt.  Orms- 
bee was  held  as  an  officer,  is  witnessed  by  the 
elegant  army  sword  presented  him  by  his 
command  a  few  months  after  his  promotion. 

The  last  time  he  visited  his  loved  Green 
Mountain  home,  at  his  estimable  father's 
pleasant  residence,  near  Brandon  village,  was 
in  January,  when  the  re-euiisted  veterans 
of  the  5th.  of  whom  he  was  one,  returned  to 
spend  their  furlough.  He  was  unmarried.  In 
person  he  was  of  medium  height,  good  form 
with  blight  hazel  eyes  and  a  fresh  ruudy  com- 
plexion and  really  a  handsome  ofiicer.  Phys- 
ically every  way  well  fitted  to  endure  the 
hardships  of  a  soldier's  life  he  possessed 
much  of  the  "  Old  Put  "  and  "  Fighting  Joe  " 
vim  and  dash  of  the  real  military  hero.  It 
is  fitting  proud  tears  should  embalm  his 
memory. — From  Vt.  Record. 

Items  of  the  war  of  '61. — Prospect  E. 
Falcs,  of  Brandon,  a  mere  stripling  of  a  boy, 
but  possessed  of  the  Green  Mountain  pluck, 
tiie  color  bearer  of  the  battery,  but  then  act- 
ing as  cannoneer  No.  3,  armed  with  a  prim- 
ing wire  and  tube  pouch,  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing a  0  foot  rebel  armed  with  saber  bayonet, 
and  brought  him  to  Port  Hudson,  a  distance 
of  14  miles,  for  which  he  was  promoted  to 
corporal. 

In   Sheiidan  Hospital,  Winchester,  Va., 


Nov.  13,  1864,  of  a  wound  received  Oct.  19, 
at  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Rial  Fayette 
Carr,  son  of  Caleb  and  Almina  Carr  of  this 
town,  aged  19  years  and  10  days  ;  a  member 
of  Co.  Pi,  11th  Vermont  Regiment  of  Heavy 
Arti.lery.  In  a  letter  from  the  Ward  Master 
of  the  Hospital,  to  his  parents,  informing 
them  of  his  death,  they  are  assured  that  it 
was  well  with  their  boy ;  that  he  was  pre- 
pared, through  the  love  of  Christ,  to  leave 
this  battle-field  of  life  and  lay  his  armor  by 
for  a  rest  in  heaven. 

During  the  war. — "  At  Sea,  on  the  25th 
nit,  on  the  passage  from  New  York  to  New 
Orleans,  of  brain  fever,  after  an  illness  of 
four  or  five  days,  Albert  Cheney,  a  volunteer 
recruit  for  the  7th  Vermont,  son  of  J.  W. 
Cheney,  of  Brandon,  in  the  22d  year  of  his 
age." 

Fisk  Tragedy. — Julius  Granger  Fisk, 
elde=t  son  of  Fdward  and  Emily  Fisk,  was 
born  in  Brandon  in  1828.  He  was  brought 
up  by  or»e  of  the  best  mothers  that  ever 
lived,  but  she  dying  when  the  boy  most 
needed  a  mother's  care,  the  home  influence 
was  broken  and  Julius  became  a  rover.  He 
took  the  voyage  around  Cape  Horn  to  Cali- 
fornia at  an  early  period  of  the  gold  excite- 
ment, and  after  a  few  years'  stay  returned 
home,  his  father  dying  during  his  absence. 
.•Since  then  he  has  been  a  roving  adventurer 
in  the  West  and  bouth-West.  During  the 
rebellion  he  was  major  of  a  Kansas  regiment 
of  Cavalry  and  performed  valiant  and  effect- 
ive service  for  his  country.  We  regret  to  say 
he  was  shot  on  the  17th  ult,  1571  by  Jennie 
Droz,  a  German  girl  who  had  formerly  woik- 
ed  in  the  house  and  charged  him  with  seduc- 
tion. He,  with  his  brother  Edward,  wera 
keeping  the  Cliff  House  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
lie  lived  an  hour  or  two,  but  could  not 
speak. — From  the  Rutland  Independent. 

The  Vermont  Historical  Society  met  at 
Brandon,  Jan.  27,  1864 — the  meeting  one  of 
the  most  interesting,  to  the  public,  ever  held. 

THE  ERANDON  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

BT  K.  F.  DANA. 

This  company  are  the  exclusive  owners  of 
the  patents  for  the  celebrated  "Howe  (Scales," 
ami  are  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
weighing  machines  of  all  kinds.  The  or  c- 
ir.al  inventors  of  this  scale  are  Mr.  F.  M. 
8ui.<ng,  now  of  Vergenues,  and  Mr.  ihomas 
Ross,  of  Rutland.     The   first  patent  waa 
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issued  to  Messrs.  Strong  &  Ross,  Jan.  15, 
1856.  The  manufacturing  of  the  scales  was 
commenced  by  them  in  Brandon,  in  1857. 
In  the  early  part  of  that  year  an  arrange- 
ment was  made  between  Messrs.  Strong  & 
Ross  and  the  late  John  Howe,  of  Brandon, 
by  which  all  the  patents  taken  out  by  said 
Strong  &  Ross  for  improvements  in  weighing 
machines  and  platform  scales,  were  assigned 
to  the  said  John  Howe,  who  was  at  that  time 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pig  >ron  and 
car- wheels.  Mr.  Howe  immediately  com- 
menced the  manufacture  of  scales  under  this 
patent,  retaining  the  services  of  both  the 
original  inventors,  and  advertising  exten- 
sively throughout  the  country  the  scales,  to 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  "  Howe."  The 
arrangement  made  between  Mr.  Howe  and 
the  original  patentees  was  continued  until 
March,  1864,  when  Mr.  Howe,  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  bought  the  entire  interest  of 
Strong  &  Ross  in  the  patents  and  manufac- 
ture of  scales,  there  having  been  issued 
meanwhile  five  new  patents  for  improve- 
ments upon  the  original  design,  and  for 
various  modifications  of  the  scales. 

In  March,  1857,  they  manufactured  for 
the  Morris  Canal  Company,  (Washington. 
N.  J.)  a  scale  of  200  tons  capacity,  with  a 
platform  70  feet  long,  one  end  being  7  feet 
higher  than  the  other,  which  proved  higluy 
satisfactory  to  the  purchasers. 

In  1857-8,  the  scales  were  exhibited  at  the 
Vermont  State  Fairs,  and  at  the  exhibition 
of  the  latter  year,  after  the  most  severe  tests 
which  could  be  applied,  the  "  Howe"  scales 
were  awarded  the  first  premium  over  all 
others,  and  they  have  met  with  similar  suc- 
cess at  numerous  other  Fairs. 

In  1864,  the  "  Howe  Scale  Company"  was 
organized,  under  a  charter  granted  by  the 
Legislature  of  Vermont,  who  continued  the 
manufacture  of  the  scales  until  1869,  when, 
in  consequence  of  unfortunate  management 
in  the  transaction  of  the  business,  the  com- 
pany became  hopelessly  insolvent  and  went 
into  bankruptcy,  May  6,  1869.  The  entire 
property  of  the  company,  consisting  of  up- 
wards of  11  acres  of  land  in  the  center  of 
Brandon  village,  WLth  all  the  valuable  water- 
power,  buildings,  machinery,  tools,  patterns, 
patents  and  stock  were  otfered  for  sale  at 
auction,  arid  purchased  by  Nathan  T.  Sprague, 
jr.,  a  resident  of  Brandon  from  ias  early 
youth,  and  extensively  known  throughout 


the  Slate  and  in  the  commercial  world  as  a 
'  gentleman  of  large  wealth  and  great  busi- 
|  ncss  capacitv. 

J  During  the  period  which  elapsed  between 
j  the  times  of  the  suspension  of  the  "  Howe 
Scale  Company"  and  the  sale  of  their  prop- 
erty, the  prosperity  or  decline  of  Brandon 
was  a  mooted  question.  The  recognized 
superiority  of  the  "  Howe"  scale,  had  become 
apparent,  and  many  tempting  offers  were 
made,  to  secure  the  removal  of  the  business 
to  neighboring  as  weil  a3  distant  places.  At 
this  crisis  the  action  of  Mr.  Sprague  in  buying 
the  property,  caused  a  general  feeling  ol  relict 
to  aii  who  were  interested  in  the  future 
prosperity  of  Brandon.  Mr.  Sprague  im- 
mediately took  measures  to  transfer  the  prop- 
erty to  a  Corporation  which  had  previously 
heen  chartered  under  the  name  of  the  "  Bran- 
don Manufacturing  Company  "  and,  May  19, 
1S69,  its  organization  was  completed. 

Besides  Mr.  Sprague,  who  is  the  Presi  ient, 
there  are  associated  with  him  several  gen- 
tlemen of  wealth,  a3  well  as  of  business 
capacity  and  integrity,  among  whom  are 
Ex.  Gov.  John  B.  Page,  Mr.  Y7.  W.  Rey- 
nolds (who  has  been  Superintendent  o:  the 
manufacturing  department  si  .ee  1864.;  Mr. 
Brown  of  the  well  known  Banking  House  of 
Brown  Brothers  &  Co  ,  Boston,  and  Gen.  John 
Schultze  of  New  York  City.  Work  w;is  com- 
menced again  in  the  factory  with  27  men. 
May  7,  1S69,  the  day  after  the  purchase  of  the 
property  by  Mr.  Sprague,  and  measures  w-re 
immediately  taken  to  increase  the  production 
of  the  factory.  The  number  of  scales  manu- 
factured has  increased  steadily  until  the:  res- 
ent time,  being  limited  only  by  the  cap  icity 
of  the  work-.  Already  there  have  been  two 
large  additions  made  to  the  buildings,  couo- 
ling  the  floor  room  in  many  of  the  depart- 
ments, and  still  further  additions  and  im- 
provements are  contemplated.  During  the 
past  year  a  new  steam  engine  of  SO  horse 
power  has  been  added  to  the  motive  power 
of  the  establishment  thereby  ensuring  in  a 
great  measure  against  the  loss  and  delay 
caused  by  freshets  and  droughts. 

On  the  murning  of  July  4th,  1S72.  the 
main  building  was  damaged  by  fire  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  but  the  damage  was  sj  e  id- 
ily  repaired,  and  some  changes  made  in  the 
buildings  in  order  to  adapt  them  the  better  to 
new  and  improved  machinery. 

The  Company  manufacture  every  variety 
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o.  platform  and  counter  scales  from  a  post- 
( :;i  ij  scale  to  those  weighing  200  tons.  In 
1?70,  the  company  purchased  the  stock,  tools, 
patents  and  all  the  manufactured  goods  of  the 
Sampson  Scale  Company,  of  New  York,  and 
by  this  purchase,  combined  with  those  valu- 
able inprovements  in  scales  already  owned 
by  them,  they  acquired  all  the  valuable  im- 
provements, which  have  been  made  in  scales 
fur  the  last  twenty  years.  There  are  at  pres- 
ent employed  by  the  Company  about  250 
workmen,  in  the  various  shops  and  depart- 
ments, which  number  will  be  largely  in- 
creased when  the  contemplated  improvements 
and  additions  are  completed. 

In  addition  to  scales,  the  Company  manufac- 
ture weighmaster's  beams,  frames  and  ware- 
house trucks  in  great  variety.  Their  beams 
or  patent  balances  are  notched  by  machinery, 
invented  expressly  for  this  purpose,  by  the 
superintendent  of  the  Company,  thereby  in- 
suring greater  accuracy  and  uniformity  as  well 
as  adding  greatly  to  the  appearance  of  the 
work  when  completed.  Since  the  Company 
has  been  under  its  present  management,  many 
new  and  desirable  improvements,  both  in  the 
working  portions  of,  and  designs  for,  the  out- 
side frames  and  other  exposed  portions  of  the 
scales  have  been  introduced,  and  the  Com- 
pany can  safely  challenge  the  world  to  pro- 
duce goods  in  their  line  of  better  construc- 
tion, durability  and  finish. 

BRANDON  STATISTICS — 1842. 

"  The  surface  of  the  township  is  generally 
level.     The  Green  Mountains  lie  along  the 
east  line  and  present  some  lofty  summits. 
The  principal  streams  are  Otter  Creek,  which 
runs  through  the  town  from  north  to  south, 
and  Mill  river  which  rises  in  Goshen,  enters 
Brandon  upon  the  east,  at  the  foot  of  the 
Mountain   receives  the   waters   of  Spring 
pond, — a  small  body  of  water — becomes  a 
considerable  stream  with  several  falls  which 
furnish  excellent  sites  for  mills  and  machin- 
ery, runs  about  10  miles  and  falls  into  Otter 
Cteek  about  a  mile  from  the  village.  The 
*  »1  of  the  town  is  various  but  generally  a 
"ght   loam,  easily   tilled  and  productive, 
eastern  part,  an  extensive  pine  plain,  is 
kred  poor  land  compared  with  the  oth- 
fafta  of  the  town,  yet  capable  of  being 
'Verted  into  good  farms.     The  western 
I   it  h  a  mixture  of  clay  and  loam.    The  aj- 
1  8V>»1  Bat*,  or  interval,  along  Otter  Creek 
extensive  and  beautiful  and  not  surpass- 


ed in  lertihty  by  any  in  the  vicinity.  The 
town  produces  ever}'  kind  of  timber  common 
to  the  country.  Pine,  oak  .cherry,  sugar  and 
red  maple,  ash  and  cedar  are  found  in  abund- 
ance. A  bed  of  bog  iron  was  discovered  in 
this  town  about  1810,  which  is  inexhausti- 
ble, and  which  has  been  extensively  wrought 
for  some  years  past  into  bar  and  cast  iron. 
From  7  to  9  tons  of  this  ore  can  be  melted  in 
a  quarter  furnace  in  24  hours,  yielding  33 
per  cent,  of  soft,  grey  iron  wuich  is  not  liable 
to  crack  from  effects  of  the  heat,  and  conse- 
quently makes  the  best  of  stoves.  Small  can- 
non have  been  made  from  it,  which  are  bored 
with  facility  and  answer  a  good  purpose. 
The  bar-iron  which  is  made  from  the  ore  is 
of  the  best  quality.  The  ore  is  found  by 
digging  5  or  6  feet,  and  is  covered  by  strata 
of  sand  and  ochre.  The  bed  has  been  pene- 
trated about  100  feet,  but  its  depth  is  not 
known.  Manganese  is  found  here  in  abund- 
ance, and  of  the  best  quality.  Nearly  200 
tons  are  annually  sent  to  market,  much  of 
which  is  exported  to  Europe.  Marble  is 
extensively  quarried  and  manufactured,  and 
a  quarry  has  recently  been  opened,  which  is 
thought  to  be  equal  to  the  Italian  marble. 
About  lh  miles  east  of  the  village,  are  two 
caverns,  in  limestone  ledges,  and  about  half 
a  mile  apart.  The  descent  into  the  largest  is 
about  18  feet  perpendicular,  into  a  room  16 
or  18  feet  square.  From  this  room  is  a  pas- 
sage, barely  sufficient  to  admit  a  middling- 
sized  person  to  pass  along  in  a  creeping  pos- 
ture, into  another  still  larger,  which  has  not 
been  much  explored. 

Brandon  village  is  among  the  most  flour- 
ishing in  the  State,  16  miles  from  Rutland, 
16  from  Middlebury,  16  from  Rochester,  16 
from  Lake  Champlain.  It  contains  130 
dwelling-houses,  3  brick  meeting-houses,  a 
brick  seminary,  100  feet  by  30 ;  2  two-story 
brick  school-houses,  a  variety  of  iron-works, 
mills  and  other  buildings,  and  about  900  in- 
habitants. There  are  in  town  13  school-dis- 
tricts, and  13  school-houses,  2  blast  and  2 
cupola  furnaces,  1  tlouring-mill,  10  saw-mills, 
a  last  factory  a  lead-pipe  factory,  &c. — 
Thompson's  Gazetteer,  IS  12. 

BRASfDON  STATISTICS — 1873. 

For  1S72  to  1S74,  Nathan  T.  Spr&gue,  of 
Brandon,  Rutland  County,  State  Senator; 
E.  J.  Ormsbee,  Esq.,  State's  Attorney  and 
Representative  of  the  town  of  Brandon ; 
George  Brigss,  town  clerk ;   Yoluev  Rosa 
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town  treasurer,  Sumner  Briggs,  VV.  A.  VV'il-  I  Co.,  D.  VV.  Prime,  Agt ;  p;unt  and  kao.ia, 


Rams,  N,  H.  Eddy,  selectmen  ;  H.  3.  Rattles, 
constable  ;  J.  S.  Cilley,  supt ;  T.  B.  Smith, 


Brandon  Mining  Co.,  Raul  Symons,  Supt ; 
founders,  Raine,  Hendry  <k  Christie ;  lum- 


Henry  Rust,  D.  N  Reck,  listers;  G.  VV.  Par-  ber,  E.  D.  Seldon,  S.  C.  Durkee,  N.  H.  Gbur- 
menter,  overseer;  H.  S.  Mc  Collum,  agent ;  |  chill ;  carriage  maker,  S.  Briggs;  coffin  roak- 
E.  N.  Briggs,  E.  June,  George  Briggs,  J.  Q.  j  er,  I.  C.  Haven  ;  pill  boxes,  spools  and  tas- 
Ha\vkinst  E.  J.  Ormsbee,  lawyers;  JohaSsel  moulds,  Newton  &  Thompson;  tobacco 
Capen,  Ezra  June,  D.  N.  Reck,  N.  H.  Eddy, !  and  cigars,  Z.  Clark  ;  furniture,  N.  R.  Kings* 
E.  J.  Ormsbee,  I.  J.  Vail,  E.  D.  Hinds,  D.  E.  J  ley,  H.  H.  Hill ;  grist  and  flouring  mills,  Ca- 
Rust,  D.  C.  Smith,  J.  Q.  Hawkins,  C.  W.  ||  hee  Bros.;  Forestdale,  L.Sheldon;  Mechan- 
Smalley,  Horace  Ellis,  justice*;  A.  T.  Wood- 1  ics  and  Artisans,  blacksmiths,  Rlanchard  & 
ward,  0.  G  Dyer,  F.  VV.  Rage,  C.  W.  Peek, !  Hope,  Moses  Gordon,  V.  B.  Djs  Roches; 
H.  \V.  Hamilton,  M.  F.  Edson,  Forestdale,  Forestdale,  E.  B.  Hendry,  Jeremiah  Tennien  ; 
Charles  Backus,  physicians;  F.  F.  Fierce;  f  carpenters,  Jas.  Knapp,  Frank  KeeLr,  E.  G. 
W.  H.  Wright,  dentists  ;  clergymen,  C.  A.  f  Bigelow,  E.  8.  Worden,  Caryl  Kinsman,  Jas. 
Thomas,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  the  Bap.  ch.,  J.  C.  [Cross,  Henry  Cross,  C.  W.  Carr,  E.  G.  Carr ; 
McLaughlin,  of  the  Cath.ch.,  Franklin  Tux-  cooper,  T.  Boland;  hair  dressers,  H.  A.  Ten- 
bury,  of  the  Cong,  ch.,  William  Schouler,  of  I  ney,  Reter  Naylor,  W.  T.  Bowie;  harness 
the  Epis.  ch.,  A.  Heath  of  the  Meth.  ch.;  j  makers,  D.  R.  Rutnam,  Sumner  Briggs; 
J.  S.  Cilley,  principal  of  the  Brandon  Graded  !  machinists,  C.  0.  Luce,  II  jury  Kinsman; 
School ;  G.  W.  Rarrnenter,  Brandon  postmas-  j  masoti3,  Hiram    Roberts,    Edward  Smith; 


ter  ;  Stephen  Sails,  Forestdale  postmaster  ; 
Banks,  Brandon  National,  President,  J.  A. 
Conant ;  Cashier,  D.  C.  Bascom  ;  capital, 
$200,000;  First  National,  President.  N.  T. 


painters,  S.  J.  Briggs,  W.  P.  Bartlett,  P.  L. 
Hurtibes,  John  Lereaux,  Charles  Parker ; 
photographers,  N.  S.  Capen,  H.  E.  Sargent ; 
printers,  Morrill  &  Goss ;   shoemakers,  A. 


Sprague,  jr.;  Cashier,  H.  C.Copeland  ;  capital,  Draper,  A.  Trombly  ;  taiiors,  Eagels  <k  Mer- 
$  150,000  ;  R.  R.  Station  ani  Express  Agent,  |  cure,  A.  Haase  ;  watchmakers,  N.  P.  Kings- 
Charles  Page  ;  Telegraph  Agent,  E.  N.  Dut-  ley,  C.  M.  Whittaker ;  wheelwrights,  Sum- 
ton  ;  Hotels,  Brandon  House,  David  Mc- j  ner  Briggs,  A.  L.  Clark  ;  Population  in  IS 70, 
Bride  ;  Douglass  House,  L.  R.  Barker  ;  Eat-  j  3571. —  Walton's  Vermont  Register. 


ing  House,  H.  W.  Hooker  ;  Merchants,  gener- 
al assortment,  Ross  &  Pitts,  Smith  &  Collins, 
I.  C.  Gibson,  Simonds  &  Osgood,  S.  H.  Park- 
hurst,  H.  C.  Webster,  W.  H.  Flint ;  Forest- 


[The  Old  "  Beandon  Seminary" — of  late 
years  commonly  so  called — was  chartered 
under  the  name  of  the  Vermont  Literary 
and  Scientific  Institution  at  Brandon  ;  and 


dale,  William  Kimball,  A.  G.  Baker  ;  auc-  |  was,  at  least  for  many  years  of  us  existence, 
tioneer,  A.  W.  Goss  ;  books  and  stationery,  {  under  the  patronage  of  the  Baptist  associa- 
E.  D.  Gibb3  &  Co.,  boots  and  shoes,  Howes  cxJtion.  It  has  ceased  to  exist  during  the  last 
Walker,  H.  W.  Williams  ;  clocks  and  watches,  1  five  years.    Among  its  principals  were  Al- 


N.  P.  Kingsley,  C.  M.  Whittaker;  clothing, 


Mercure ;  dry  goods,  E.  J.  Bliss  ;  drugs  and 
medicines,  Robert  Forbes,  C.  L.  Cox  ;  fancy 


bert  Huro,  born  in  Oxford,  C.  W.,  1S23, 


hat3  and  caps,  Ozro  Meacham,  Engels  &  and  a  graduate  of  Middlebury  college  of  the 


class  of  1350.  Mr.  Hurd  was  principal  at 
Brandon  Seminary  from  1S50— '51,  and  was 


goods,  J.  B.  Kelley;  groceries,  A.  A.  Rossi-  in  1353,  the  lecturer  on  natural  sciences  in 
ter,  Winslow  &  Kingsley  ;  hardware,  Brings  j  Knox  College,  Galesburgh,  111.  In  1S5S, 
Br  os.,  Stafford  &  Phelps,  F.  R.  Button  ;  mil-  j  A.  H.  Bingham— husband  of  Mrs.  Bingham 
hnery,  Miss  L.  A.  Tracy,  W.  F.  Lewis  ;  sew- j  whose  poetry  appears  among  the  poetical 
ing  machines,  D.  F.  Sexton  ;  Manufacturers,  I  representations  in  these  papers— was  at  the 
Brandon  Lime  and  Marble  Co.,  J.  E.  Hig-  head  of  this  school.  Mr.  Bingham  was  prin- 
gins,  Agt.,  Brandon  Statuary  Marble  Co.,  cipal  for  several  years  and  the  school  was 
S.  L.  Goodell,  Supt.,  Otter  Creek  Marble  Co.,  j  prosperous  while  he  presided  over  it,  as  also 
James  Kendall,  Sunt.;  Howe's  Scales,  Bran-  during  the  time  that  Rev.  Claudius  R.Smith, 
don  MTg  Co.,  N.  T.  Sprague,  jr.,  Pre*  j  Bran-  j  who  succeeded  Mr.  Bingham,  presided  over  it. 
don  Empire  Mineral  Paint  Co.,  E.  D.  Bu,h,  j  Mr.  Smith  commenced  his  labors  about  1S51\ 
Sunt.;  Leicester  Mineral  Paint  Co.,  J.  E.  j  and  remained  till  his  appointment  to  the 
Higgins,  Agt.;  Brandon  Kaolin  and  Paint  J  chaplaincy  of  the  2nd  Vt.  Reg.,  during  the 
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\i\f  w.ir.  Mr.  Smith  obtained  a  clerkship 
ia  Washington  after  the  war,  at  which  place 
h«  now  reiides  with  his  family.  The  old 
Seminary  building  has  been  remodeled  for 
the  present  graded  school.  At  the  time  of 
writing,  we  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  a 
fail  Ii-=t  of  the  principals  and  their  term  of 
service,  and  the  date  of  the  commencement 
of  the  old  Seminary,  but  if  received  in  time 
it  will  be  found  in  the  supplement — as  also 
an  account  of  the  new  graded  school  which 
we  expected  to  have  received  in  time  for  in- 
sertion here.  The  same  is  true  in  regard  to 
a  paper  desired  on  marbles  and  quarrying 
in  Brandon,  and  all  other  subjects  of  histor- 
ical interest  in  the  town  not  yet  duly  written 
up.— Ed.] 


CASTLE  TON. 

BY  REV,  JOSEPH  STEELE. 

Ttte  Charter  of  Castleton  was  granted  to 
Samuel  Brown  of  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  by  Gov- 
ernor Weutworth  of  New  Hampshire,  Sept.  22, 
1761,  a  year  remarkable  in  the  annals  of  Ver- 
mont During  this  year  the  first  permanent  set- 
tlement, on  the  west  side  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain, was  effected  at  Bennington;  and  during 
the  same  year  no  less  than  27  townships  were 
chartered  in  what  now  constitute  the  counties 
of  Bennington,  Rutland  and  Addison.  The 
reason  fortius  sudden  influx  is  found  in  the  pre- 
viously unsettled  state  of  this  region.  During 
the  colonial  and  Indian  wars  the  territorv  of 
Vermont  was  the  great  thoroughfare  for  mili- 
tary expeditious,  and  was  constantly  exposed 
to  the  depredations  of  the  French  and  In- 
diana On  this  account  the  settlement  of  the 
country  was  dangerous  and  impracticable. — 
Through  the  conquest  of  Canada  by  the  En- 
glish, in  1760,  these  obstacles  were  removed; 
and  the  colonists,  already  well  acquainted  with 
the  fertility  and  value  of  the  country,  having 
oft  -n  passed  over  it  on  military  expeditions, 
hastened  to  secure  possessions.  Thus  the  way 
Was  prepared. 

The  township  of  Castleton  is  situated  near 
the  centre  of  Rutland  county,  being  10  miles 
W.  of  Rutland,  13  E,  of  Whitehall,  N.  Y.,  65 
N.  of  Albany,  Jff.  Y.,  and  60  S.  W.  of  Montpe- 
h  r,  Vt.—  lat.  43°  34',  long.  3°  56'  ;  bounded 
K.  by  llubbardton,  K.  by  Ira,  S.  by  Poultney, 
aa  i  W.  by  Fairhaven  ;  containing  36  square 
■ones.  It  is  uncertain  when  the  town  received 
thu  nawo  Castleton'.    The  most  prubable  sup- 


position seems  to  bo,  that  it  was  called  after  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Castle — of  whom  Col. 
Bird  purchased  93  original  shares,  showing  that 
he  was  early  a  large  proprietor,  and  probably 
gave  his  name  to  the  town. 

The  original  proprietors  of  the  township  of 
Castleton  were  principally  from  Salisbury,  Ct. 
Although  the  charter  was  granted  to  Samuel 
Brown  of  Stockbridge,  there  is  no  evidence  that 
he  ever  acted  with  the  proprietors,  or  that  he 
retained  any  interest  in  the  township. 

The  original  charter  is  lost ;  but  we  have  a 
certified  copy  from  the  boot  of  charters  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  from  which  we  leara 
that  it  contained  the  privileges,  conditions  and 
reservations  common  to  the  "  New  Hampshire 
Grants."  The  grantees  were  70  in  number, 
only  a  small  part  of  whom  became  residents  of 
Castleton.  The  name  of  CoL  Amos  Bird  ap- 
pears in  the  earliest  records  extant,  although 
he  was  not  one  of  the  original  grantees  ;  and 
he  seems  to  have  been  the  largest  proprietor, 
and  the  leading  man  in  the  proprietors'  meet- 
ings. It  is  probable  that  he  had  a  controling 
interest 

meetings  of  proprietors. 
The  earliost  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  of 
which  any  record  remains,  (a  part  of  the  rec- 
ords having  been  destroyed),  was  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1766.  The  precise  date  of  this 
meeting  is  gone,  but  the  records  say  it  was  ad- 
journed to  Oct.  7th  of  the  same  year  ;  which 
year,  according  to  the  date  of  the  adjourned 
meeting,  was  1766.  This  meetiug  was  probably 
held  at  the  bouse  of  Amos  Bird,  in  Salisbury, 
Ct.,  where  subsequent  meetings  were  held  up 
to  the  time  of  adjournment  to  meet  in  Castle- 
ton, which  was  Feb.  27,  1770.  The  meeting  in 
October.  1766.  seems  to  have  been  preparatory 
to  the  first  visit  to  the  township  by  Cols.  Bird 
and  Lee.  made  the  following  year,  as  appears 
from  the  vote  passed  at  that  meeting,  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Voted — That  there  shall  be  a  rato  or  tax 
laid  on  the  proprietors  of  the  township  of  Cas- 
tleton of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds. 
Lawful  money,  to  defray  the  expense  that  has' 
already  arisen,  or  that  shall  arise,  in  laying  out 
the  Township  of  Castleton,  and  in  cutting  a 
ro'id  through  the  woods  from  Wood- (. 'reek  to 
Castleton,  and  other  incidental  charges  that 
may  arise." 

FIRST  VISIT  OF  BIRD  AND  LEE. 

In  the  spring  of  1767,  Cols.  Amos  Bird  and 
Noah  Lee.  attended  by  a  colored  man,  set  out 
on  their  first  journey  to  Castleton  ;  a  country 
they  had  never  scon,  and  of  which  they  knew 
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little!  or  nothing.  Their  journey  shows,  both 
how  little  they  understood  about  its  location,  j 
and  how  great  the  changes  that  have  taken  place  | 
since  that  time.  From  Salisbury  they  came  j 
through  Bennington  to  Manchester.  From 
Manchester  all  was  wilderness,  to  be  traversed 
by  marked  trees,  till  they  came  to  Clarendon. 
At  Dan  by  there  was  a  log-hut  inhabited  by  one 
solitary  man,  where  they  tarried  for  a  night. — 
From  Clarendon  they  went  to  Rutland,  where 
they  struck  the  old  military  road  leading  from 
Charlestown,  N.  H  ,  (known  as  Xo.  4,)  to  Crown 
Point,  N.  T.  Following  this  road,  they  pass- 
ed along  the  northern  border  of  Castleton, 
wholly  ignorant  of  the  fact,  to  Crown  Point, 
and  thence  to  Ticonderoga.  Here  they  replen- 
ished their  stock  of  provisions,  and  proceeded 
by  way  of  Skeenesboro'. — now  "Whitehall, — to 
Castleton,  arriving  in  June,  1767.  By  tracing 
the  route  of  these  adventurers  upon  the  map,  it 
will  be  seen  that  they  nearly  compassed  the 
township,  touching  its  borders  at  one  time  ; 
and  that  from  Manchester,  40  miles  south  of 
Castleton,  they  must  have  traveled  at  least  130 
miles  to  reach  the  place. 

THE  FIRST  SUMMER  AND  FIRST  CABIN. 

The  summer  of  1767  was  spent  in  exploring 
and  surveying  the  township ;  but  no  record  of 
what  was  done  remains.  Tradition  informs  us 
that  Col.  Bird  lost  his  way  on  one  occasion  ; 
and  wandering,  reached  the  summit  of  a  high, 
precipitous  mountain  in  the  east  part  of  the 
township,  where  he  was  obliged  to  spend  the 
night.  As  a  protection  from  wild  beasts  he 
peeled  the  bark  from  the  trees  about  him,  to 
deter  them  by  the  whited  surface.  From  this 
circumstance  the  mountain  received  the  name 
it  still  bears — Bird  Mountain. 

A  log-cabin  was  built  during  the  season,  on 
a  bluff  in  the  south-westerly  part  of  the  town- 
ship, near  the  original  east  and  west  road,  as 
first  surveyed.  This  bluff  is  on  what  was  af- 
terwards known  as  the  Clark  farm. 

SECOND  VISIT  OF  BIRD  AND  LEE. 

Cols.  Bird  and  Lee  returned  to  Salisbury  in 
the  autumn  of  1767.  The  following  year  the 
same  party  of  three  returned,  with  the  evident 
purpose  of  making  a  permanent  settlement. — 
The  summer  is  spent  in  surveys  of  tho  town- 
ship, and  in  clearing  a  small  opening  in  the  for- 
est: but  no  seeds  were  planted  that  year.  Col. 
Bird  returned  to  Connecticut  before  winter;  Col. 
Lee  and  the  colored  man  remained  solo  occu- 
pants of  the  log-cabin.  It  was  a  severe  winter. 
The  snow  was  deep,  and  the  cold  extreme. 


They  suffered  much.    The  colored  man's  feet 
|  were  badly  frozen.    Far  removed  from  any  set- 
j  tlement,  with  a  limited  stock  of  provisions,  their 
!  only  hope  of  replenishing  their  scanty  store  was 
;  by  huuting  and  fishing.    But  the  river  became 
frozen,  and  the  deep  snow  rendered  hunting 
almost  impracticable.    Worst  of  all,  their  guns 
and  ammunition  became  so  seriously  injured, 
as  to  be  nearly  useless.     In  their  extremities, 
it  is  said,  that   they  actually  chased  down 
deer  and  other  game  upon  their  snow-shoes. 

There  is  no  record  of  Col.  Bird's  return  to 
Castleton  during  the  summer  following  (1769), 
but  it  is  probable  he  did  return,  and  that  the 
house  in  which  he  afterwards  lived,  on  the  bank 
of  Castleton  river,  near  where  the  old  turnpike 
crosses  it,  was  built  that  season.  We  infer  this 
from  the  action  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors in  Salisbury,  dated  Feb.  27,  1770.  That 
meeting  was  "adjourned  to  be  held  at  the  house 
of  Col.  Amos  Bird,  in  Castleton,  the  27th  day 
of  May  next,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M."  That  meet- 
ing also  voted, 

"  That  every  proprietor  of  the  township  of 
Castleton  shall  have  the  privilege  of  pitching 
one  hundred  acres  to  each  right  in  the  said 
township  ;  provided  he  lays  it  in  a  square  form 
and  not  less  than  50  rods  wide,  which  shall  be 
the  4th  division." 

"  Voted — That  there  be  a  draft  for  the  above 
mentioned  pitch,  and  one  pitch  made  every  day 
— Sundays  excepted — and  the  1st  pitch  to  be 
made  on  the  1st  day  of  May  next,  and  every 
proprietor  shall  pitch  according  to  his  draft  ex- 
cept he  shall  neglect  to  make  his  pitch  on  the 
day  which  he  draws,  which  if  lie  does,  he  sha.I 
forfeit  his  chance  to  the  next  draft,  so  that  ev- 
ery proprietor  shall  have  a  chance  of  mak.ng 
his  pitch  on  the  day  he  draws." 

Cols.  Bird  and  Lee  were  both  present  at  this 
meeting,  and  arrangements  were  then  made  for 
the  actual  settlement  of  the  township  the  follow- 
ing spring.  Accordingly  Ephraim  Buel,  Elea- 
zer  Bartholomew  and  Zadock  Remington,  with 
their  families,  arrived  in  May,  1770.  These 
were  the  first  settlers,  and  the  only  families  dur- 
ing that  year.  Bird  aud  Lee  did  not  bring  their 
families  until  later. 

On  the  day  appointed  the  pitches  were  made, 
but  it  is  not  possible  to  locate  them  from  the 
imperfect  records. 

LIST  OF  PITCFIE3L 

Tho  following  is  the  list  of  "  pitches"  ordered 
to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1770; 
and  of  the  persons  here  named  not  one  is  to  1  e 
found  among  the  early  seftleri  flow  this  came 
to  pass  I  am  unable  to  explain. 

The  first  pitch  wa^  made  by  the  Corn's  for  the 
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Propagation  of  the  Gospel :  the  2d  for  the  1st 
s»>tded  minister:  3d  f>r  the  School:  4th  for 
the  Glebe;  5th,  James  Wilson  ;  Gth,  John 
Nash :  7  th,  Fred.  Burgat ;  8th,  Joseph  Willard ; 
9th,  Moses  Pfedey ;  10th,  Josiah  Jones;  11th, 
AbnerClap;  12th  Israel'  Dewey;  13th,  Caffe 
Tan  Schairk  ;  14th,  Jacob  Cooper;  15th,  Dan- 
iel Allen ;  16th,  Matthew  Cadwell ;  17th,  Da- 
vid Pixlcy;  18th,  Samuel  Lee;  19th,  Stephen 
Nash;  20th,  Joshua  Warren;  21st,  Stephen 
West ;  22d,  John  Burgert ;  23d,  Elijah  Brown  ; 
24th,  John  Chad  wick  ;  25th,  Timothy  Wood- 
bridge  ;  26th,  Wm.  Kenedy;  27th,  Joseph 
Woodbridge;  28th,  Isaac  Davis  ;  29th.  Samuel 
Brown;  30th,  John  Chamberlin;  3 1st,  Isaac 
Davis,  32d,  Stephen  Nash;  33d,  Isaac  Gar- 
field; 34th,  Isaac  Tandusen  ;  35th,  Benjamin 
Warren  ;  36th,  Daniel  Raymond  ;  37th,  Solo- 
mon Glea^on:  38th,  Aaron  Sheldon:  39th, 
Timothy  Woodbridge,  Jr. ;  40th,  John  Willard  ; 
4 1st,  Azariah  Williams  ;  42d,  Isaac  Lawrence  ; 
43d,  Jouathan  Pixley  ;  44th,  Samuel  Jackson. 
This  is  the  4th  Division. 

We  have  also  part  of  another  list  of  pitches, 
called  the  3d  division.  The  date  is  lost,  as  also 
the  names  of  pitches  up  to  No.  23.  The  names 
that  remain  are  all  in  the  1st  list  of  the  4th  di- 
vision, except  one — i.  e.,  Benjamin  Carver. 

Only  three  families  settled  in  1770,  as  before 
Btated. 

Other  families  followed,  year  by  year,  till  in 
1775  there  were  in  the  township  about  30  fam- 
ilies, and  8  or  10  unmarried  men. 

The  first  child  born  was  Israel  Buel.  son  of 
Ephraim  Buel,  bora  in  1771.  Abigail  Eaton, 
daughter  of  John  Eaton,  born  the  same  year, 
was  the  first  female. 

SURVEY  OF  HIGHWAYS. 

A  road  from  the  west  line  of  Ira  to  Fnirha- 
ven  was  surveyed  in  1772.  This  road  followed 
the  course  of  Castieton  river,  which  rises  in 
Pittsford,  and,  passing  southerly,  receives  a 
tributary  in  West  Rutland ;  and  thence  running 
nearly  west,  passes  through  the  township,  di- 
viding it  near  the  centre.  The  we-tern  part  of 
this  road  from  Castieton  West  Corners  was  sub- 
sequently changed,  so  as  to  run  directly  to 
Hydeville.  The  eastern  part  of  the  township 
h  mountainous;  but  the  valley  of  the  river 
forms  a  beautifully  level  and  picturesque  route 
f>rtho  highway.  The  northern  and  southern 
parte  are  hilly,  and  the  western  part  level.  A 
north  and  south  road  from  Hubbardton  to  East 
Poultnoy,  passing  through  the  village.  was  sur- 
veyed about  this  time.    Also  a  road  to  East 


Hubbardton,  following  a  stream  which  rises  in 
Hubbardton  and  empties  into  Castletou  river, 
one- fourth  of  a  mile  east  of  the  village.  The 
old  Troy  and  Burlington  turnpike  (which  was 
constructed  at  a  later  period  )  runs  from  Hub- 
bardton to  W.  Poultney,  and  crosses  the  east 
and  west  road  at  Castieton  West  Corners.  Pass- 
ing alone  the  shore  of  Lake  Bornoseen.  it  af- 
fords a  fine  view  of  that  beautiful  lake  and  its 
surroundings. 

LAKE  BOMOSEEN* 
Lies  principally  in  Castieton,  its  northern  ex- 
tremity extending  a  short  distance  into  Hub- 
bardton. It  lies  in  a  basin  of  roek3,  and  in 
some  parts  is  of  great  depth.  It  is  8  miles  Ion?, 
and  24;  wide  at  its  greatest Td read ch.  An  island 
containing  about  10  acres  is  situated  near  the 
centre  of  the'  lake,  covered  with  small  trees 
and  shrubs,  and  affords  a  charmin?  summer  re- 
sort for  parties  of  pleasure,  and  adds  much  to 
the  beauty  of  the  scenery.  The  outlet  of  this 
lake  has  sufficient  descent  and  volume  of  water 
to  propel  a  lorge  amount  of  machinery,  around 
which  the  present  flourishing  village  of  Hyde- 
ville is  situated. 

FIRST  MILLS — DEATH  OP  COL.  BTP.D. 

The  natural  water-power  at  the  outlet  of  the 
lake  early  attracted  the  attention  of  the  settlerg. 
Mills  were  essential  to  the  colony.  The  south- 
west part  of  the  township  abounded  with  ex- 
cellent pine  timber,  and  at  convenient  distance 
from  the  outlet.  Here  a  saw-mill  was  erected 
in  1772,  and  the  year  following  a  grist-mill. — 
The  saw-mill  was  built  chiefly  through  the  per- 
sonal enterprise  of  Col.  Bird,  who  spared  no  ex- 
ertions, and  shunned  no  expense  in  accompl 
ing  the  work — which  proved  to  be  his  last 
work.  In  the  prosecution  of  it  he  contracted 
fever.  Medical  treatmeut  was  required,  but 
there  was  none  at  hand.  A  messenger  make3 
the  long  journey  to  Salisbury.  Ct  ,  for  a  doctor; 
who  arrives  in  time  to  administer  remedies  and 
arrest  the  disease.  Having  remained  till  Col. 
Bird  was  deemed  convalescent,  the  doctor  re- 
turns. Though  not  fully  restored,  CoL  B.  is 
able  to  ride,  and  to  make  social  calls.  By  a 
little  imprudence,  it  was  supposed,  in  die\  he 
suffered  a  relapse  in  the  form  of  cholera*nvwl 
The  doctor  is  again  sent  for,  hut  the  Col<  t  1 
died  before  the  doctor  arrived.  The  saw  mill, 
then  just  completed,  performed  its  firs*  work 
in  cutting  boards  for  his  coffin.  He  died  Sept 
1G;  1772,  in  the  30th  year  of  his  age. 

*  Formerly  oiled  P<->mlvi7ine.    Pomn"»en  i?  Ihnv 
to  bo  the  Indian  name — meaning  ''pleasant  *airr." 
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This  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  infant  colony. 
Then  every  man  looked  upon  his  neighbor  as  a 
brother.  The  prosperity  of  the  settlement  was 
measured  by  its  growing  numbers,  and  each 
man's  prosperity  by  the  prosperity  of  the  whole. 
Death,  in  any  form,  in  such  a  community,  would 
be  deeply  felt ;  but  the  loss  of  such  a  man,  at 
guch  a  time,  filled  every  heart  with  sorrow. 
He  was  evidently  a  man  of  considerable  cul- 
ture, for  his  time,  and  possessed  a  large  spirit 
of  enterprise.  From  the  first  he  was  the  prime 
mover  in  establishing  the  colony  :  he  had  aid- 
ed and  encouraged  the  immigrants ;  his  kind 
and  cheering  words,  amid  toils  and  hardships, 
had  given  heart  to  the  faint.  His  counsel  in 
matters  of  private  as  well  as  of  public  interest 
was  exceedingly  valuable.  How  could  he  be 
spared  1  And  then,  this  was  the  first  visit  of 
deaih  to  the  colony.  No  wonder  that  they  all 
mourned  and  wept  as  they  laid  him  in  the 
grave.  For  long  years  those  who  were  present 
at  the  burial  used  to  spenk  of  the  scene  with 
deep  emotion,  and  describe  minutely  the  appear- 
ance of  the  widow  and  her  little  daughter,  as 
if  it  were  but  yesterdav. 

The  importance  of  such  a  man  to  the  infant 
settlement  cannot  be  estimated.  Wise  in  coun- 
sel; 'with  a  heart  that  held  all  in  warm  em- 
brace, and  a  cheerful  spirit  that  inspired  confi- 
dence ;  ready  to  advise  and  ready  to  help,  he 
seemed  to  be  the  life  ar.d  support  of  the  colony. 
His  life  was  too  short  fully  to  develop  his  char- 
acter; but  from  what  appears  we  cannot  doubt 
he  would  have  taken  high  rank  among  the 
worthies  who  surrounded  him. 

His  remnins  were  interred  on  the  banks  of 
Castleton  river,  near  where  the  old  turnpike 
crossed  it,  and  not  far  from  his  former  rf-=Hc-ncc; 
but  in  1842  were  removed  to  the  pub'ic  ceme- 
tery, with  appropriate  services,  and  a  substan- 
tial monument,  "  erected  by  citizens  of  Castle- 
ton and  friends  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  a 
worthy  man."  He  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Ct., 
in  1742. 

The  widow  of  Col.  Bird  returned  to  Salisbu- 
ry, Ct.,  soon  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
and  did  not  again  visit  Castleton.  The  daugh- 
ter subsequently  married  ifr.  William  Hallibird 
of  Canaan,  Ct.,  and  lived  many  years.  She  was 
the  mother  of  Lieut.  Governor  W.  S.  Hallibird 
of  Connecticut. 

GEOLOGICAL  CHARACTER. 

The  hilly  and  mountainous  parts  of  the  town- 
ship are  rocky.  The  rocks  are  chiefly  argillace- 
ous— occasionally  traversed  by  veins  of  quartz, 


and  occasionally  alternating  with,  or  enclosing 
large  masses  of  quartz.  Small  quantities  of 
secondary  limestone  are  found  in  a  few  locali- 
ties; and,  in  the  viciniiy  of  Bird'3  Mountain, 
specimens  of  manganese  have  been  discovered. 
In  the  eastern  and  northern  sections  the  rocks 
appear  in  elevated  ridges — in  some  places  ab- 
rupt and  precipitous — but  for  the  most  part 
covered  with  fertile,  arable  soil.  The  south- 
west part  is  a  pine  plain,  intersected  with  slate 
and  ridges  of  gravel.  On  the  west  side  of  Lake 
Bomoseen  is  an  extensive  range  of  slate  rock, 
which  extends  south  many  miles,  and  is  largely 
quarried  for  roofing  and  marbleized  slate.  The 
large  streams  are  bordered  by  rich  alluvial 
intervales.  The  soil  of  the  plains  is  sandy  and 
light — on  the  hills  it  is  slaty  gravel,  loam  and 
vegetable  mould,  with  a  subsoil  of  hardpan  in 
many  parts.  AH  kinds  of  grass  and  grain  are 
here  successfully  cultivated.  There  are  several 
mineral  springs  in  the  township,  which  have 
been  resorted  to  by  its  residents ;  but  so  far  as 
is  known,  no  chemical  analysis  of  them  has 
been  made. 

The  waters  of  the  outlet  of  the  Lake  unite 
with  Castleton  river  near  Hydeville  ;  which 
soon  after  form  a  junction  with  Poulfney  river, 
and  enter  into  Lake  Champiain  at  East  bay.  A 
peculiarity  of  Castleton  river  is,  that  it  seldom 
freezes,  owing  to  the  abundance  of  springs 
along  its  bed,  which  render  its  waters  cool  in 
summer  and  warm  in  winter.  It  was  famous 
for  trout  in  early  days. 

There  are  clear  indications  that  the  plain  up- 
on which  the  village  now  stands  has  been  de- 
posited there  by  water,  at  some  remote  period. 
It  is  composed  of  gravel  to  the  average  depth 
of  20  to  25  feet ;  the  lower  strata  like  the 
coarse  gravel  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  There  is 
another  curious  fact  connected  with  this  plain. 
The  water  in  the  wells,  which  is  found  only  at 
the  bottom  of  the  gravel,  usually  on  a  bed  of 
quick-sand,  abont  25  feet  from  the  surface,  of- 
ten freezes  in  winter,  so  as  to  require  consider- 
able force  to  break  the  ice.  In  some  instances 
ice  has  been  found  five  or  six  inches  thick. 
"Whether  this  phenomenon  is  owing  to  the  po- 
rous character  of  the  gravelly  surface,  or  to  some 
other  cause,  wo  leavo  to  geologists  to  deter- 
mine. 

SETTLERS  BEFORE  THE  WAR. 

"We  have  before  remarked  the  number  of  fam- 
ilies had  rapidly  incTeascd  before  the  war  com- 
menced. We  give  the  names  and  location  of 
famines  previous  to  17 7 G,  so  far  as  practicable 
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The  family  of  Col.  Bird  came  probably  in  1771, 
aim  remained  only  till  his  death.  Their  loca- 
catiou  was  a  little  south  of  Castleton  W.  Cor- 
ners. Col.  Lee  brought  his  family  in  1772. 
Tie  was  born  in  Newark,  Fairfield  county.,  Ct., 
Oct.  15,  1745.  His  name  appears  in  the  earli- 
est records  of  the  proprietors  of  the  township, 
and  associated  with  Col.  Bird's  in  the  earliest 
surveys.  His  wife  was  Dorcas  Bird  of  Salisbu- 
ry- Ct..  and  niece  of  Col.  A.  Bird.  Their  first 
child  was  born  in  Salisbury,  in  '71,  before  their 
removal  to  Castleton. 

Col.  Lee  made  his  pitch  in  the  east  part  of 
the  township,  on  what  was  afterwards  known 
as  the  Gridley  farm.  A  log  house  was  built 
near  a  beautiful  spring  of  unfailing  water,  where 
they  lived  until  the  commencement  of  the  Rev- 
olutionery  war.  Mrs.  Lee  then  returned  to 
Salisbury,  and  was  absent  7  years,  while  her 
husband  was  engaged  in  the  affairs  of  the  Rev- 
olution, in  wh;ch  he  acted  a  prominent  part. 

We  find  CoL  Lee  was  connected  with  the  co- 
lonial army  as  a  waiter,  as  early  as  1760,  when 
he  was  but  15  years  old,  and  two  years  later 
he  was  an  enlisted  soldier,  stationed  at  Crown 
Point. 

Among  the  proprietors  of  Castleton  he  was 
active ;  and  in  the  troubles  under  the  govern- 
ments of  New  Hampshire,  the  Council  of  Safe- 
ty, and  the  claims  of  New  York,  he  was  vigi- 
lant. At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  he  took  decided  part  on  the  side  of 
American  Independence.  When  Col.  Ethan  Al- 
len mustered  his  men  at  Castleton.  for  the  cap- 
ture of  Fort  Ticouderoga,  Col.  Lee  was  prime 
mover  of  the  expedition  against  Skeenesboro, 
(now  "Whitehall),  which  left  Castleton  at  the 
8jme  time,  and  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
Maj.  Skeene,  the  British  commander  at  that 
place.  He  superintended  the  iron  works  at 
Skeenesboro,  for  a  time,  which  had  been  taken 
from  the  British  ;  and  also  acted  as  commissa- 
ry for  the  American  army  upon  the  Lake. 

From  1731  till  the  close  of  the  war,  he  serv- 
ed in  the  capacity  of  captain  in  the  Continental 
army,  in  Pennsylvania.  While  stationed  at 
Lancaster  he  performed  a  most  daring  feat  for 
the  detection  of  British  prisoners  who  were 
mysteriously  escaping,  in  spite  of  all  precau- 
tions; and  was  successful  in  bringing  to  justice 
a  number  of  peisous  who  had  aided  their  es- 
cape. Lee  was  in  the  battle  of  Yorktown,  and 
present  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis. 

Having  received  an  honorable  discharge  at 
tho  closo  of  the  war.  at  Albany.  X.  Y.,  he  re- 
turned to  Castleton  with  his  family,  and  there 


spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  mostly  in  ag- 
ricultural pursuits.  His  physical  constitution 
was  remarkably  good,  and  retained  its  vigor  to 
great  age.  His  descendants  are  numerous  and 
widely  separated. 

Kpiiraim  Bcel  was  one  of  throe  who  first 
came  to  Castleton  with  their  families,  in  1770. 
These  were  tho  first  settlers,  though  Bird  and 
Lee  had  previously  visited  the  township,  but 
did  not  settle  with  their  families  until  later. 
Mr.  Buel  did  not  remain  many  years  in  Castle- 
ton, and  but  little  is  known  about  him.  He  is 
believed  to  have  located  a  little  to  the  west  of 
the  depot,  aud  to  have  sold  to  Brewster  Higley. 
He  removed  to  the  West ;  but  at  what  time,  or 
to  what  place,  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn. 
Some  of  his  descendants  are  known  to  be  re- 
siding in  Shelbyville,  Ind.  A  daughter  of  Mr. 
Buel,  named  Araminta.  married  Eli  Drake — 
lived  in  Castleton  until  her  death,  and  left  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren. 

Zadock  Remington'  came  the  same  year 
with  Ephraim  Buel  (1770),  and  settled  half  a 
mile  west  of  the  village.  He  was  a  large  pro- 
prietor, and  his  pitch  embraced  a  fine  tract  of 
land,  in  one  of  the  best  locations  in  the  town- 
ship. He  was  a  prominent  and  highly  respect- 
able man,  noted  for  his  eccentricities.  It  was  a 
peculiarity  of  Mr.  Remington,  not  to  return  a 
direct  answer  to  any  question.  When  a-^ked 
by  a  business  man  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  about  the 
pecuniary  responsibility  of  a  neighbor  of  his  in 
Castleton,  he  replied  :  "  You  see  Capt.  L.  is  a 
very  tall  man  ;"  thus  indirectly  expressing  his 
opinion,  if  any  one  was  shrewd  enough  to  guess 
his  meaning. 

His  was  the  first  frame-house  erected  in  Cas- 
tleton. He  probably  kept  the  first  tavern.  It 
is  certain  that  his  house  was  a  tavern  before 
the  Revolutionary  war;  and  that  the  men  re- 
cruited for  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga  quarter- 
ed at  his  place.  It  seems  a  little  surprising 
that  tavern-keeping  should  have  been  so  prom- 
inent a  business  in  Castleton  at  this  early  day, 
as  to  call  for  three  or  four  within  the  space  of 
two  miles.  But  besides  the  fact  that  taverns 
were  more  accounte  1  of  in  those  days,  it  is  to 
be  considered  that  Castleton  was  situated  on  tho 
direct  route,  and  about  midway  hetween  White- 
hall and  Rutland,  ar>d  there  must  have  been  a 
considerable  amount  of  travel  through  the 
place  at  an  early  date.  For  many  years  Mr. 
Remington's  was  the  largest  house  in  the  town- 
ship. During  the  Revolutionary  war  he  was 
thought  by  some  to  be  a  little  inclined  to  the 
British  interests,  or  at  least  to  look  timidly 
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upon  the  Struggle  of  the  colonies.  When  the 
report  of  the  Battle  of  Bennington  was  heard, 
some  one  said  to  Mr.  Remington  :  "  Well,  the 
British  are  quartered  in  the  meeting-house  in 
Bennington."  "  Ah,  I  'old  you  so,"  said  Mr. 
R.  "  Yes,"  continued  his  informant,  *'  but 
there  is  a  strong  guard  about  the  house." 

There  is  no  evidence  that  he  was  disloyal; 
though  a  brother  of  his  was  a  tory,  and  left  the 
town  early.  He  represented  the  town  ia  the 
Council  of  Safety,  in  17 7 S. 

He  was  a  man  of  correct  habits,  and  at  an 
advanced  age  became  decidedly  religious.  He 
lived  to  be  9-t  years  old.  His  estate,  once  large 
and  flourishing,  was  entirely  dissipated  before 
his  death,  leaving  him  quite  dependent  in  old 
age.  Not  a  vestige  of  the  buildings  erected 
dv  him  now  remains  to  mark  the  place  of  his 
residence.  It  is  believed  none  of  his  children 
are  now  living.  Rev.  Franklin  Remington,  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  residing  in  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y\,  and  Henry  Remington,  residing  ia  Rutland, 
Vt.,  are  his  grandchildren. 

Eleazer  Bartholomew  probably  settled  in 
the  west  part  of  the  town,  and  remained  only  a 
few  years.  His  precise  location,  the  time  of 
his  removal,  and  the  place  to  which  he  weut. 
are  uuknown. 

Maj.  Abel  Moulton  came  in  1771,  and  set- 
tled where  Dea.  Enos  Merrill  afterward  lived. 
He  died  of  small  pox  in  1776.  in  the  35th  year 
of  his  age.  His  monument  is  still  standing  near 
the  spot  where  he  lived.  He  was  a  prominent 
and  useful  man,  and  his  death  was  a  great  loss 
to  the  settlement. 

Nehemiah  Hoit  came  a  single  man  in  1771, 
subsequently  married  the  widow  of  Abel  Moul- 
ton — lived  for  a  time  where  Mr.  Moulton  lived, 
and  afterwards  in  the  south  part  of  the  town, 
where  ho  died  in  1832,  at  the  ripe  age  of  80 
years.  Dea.  Hoit  was  one  of  the  recruits  for 
the  capture  of  Ticonderoga ;  and.  following 
closely  upon  Col.  Allen,  was  the  third  man  who 
entered  the  fort.  He  subsequently  joined  the 
American  forces  as  they  proceeded  down  the 
Lake,  and  was  with  Allen  when  he  and  his 
command  were  made  prisoners  near  Montreal. 
It  is  not  known  how  he  escaped;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain he  was  not  one  of  those  who  were  carried 
to  England. 

After  the  war  he  became  a  highly  respected 
and  useful  citizen,  and  an  active  Christian.  He 
was  a  man  of  ardent  temperament;  naturally 
hasty,  but  possessing  a  tender  conseienco,  that 
would  not  suffer  the  sun  to  go  down  on  his 
wrath.     No  one  doubted  his  sincerity.  All 


men  counted  him  a  Christian  indeed.  He  was 
chosen  the  first  deacon  in  the  Congregational 
church  in  Castleton,  which  office  he  filled  until 
his  deat  h.  He  had  one  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters. His  son  Nehemiah  Hoit  succeeded  him 
in  the  office  of  deacon. 

Jesse  Belkxap  settled  in  1771,  one  mile  and 
a  half  east  of  the  village,  on  the  farm  where 
Clark  Stevens  lived  recently.  He  was  the  first 
justice  of  the  peace.  His  son  Jesse  lived  near 
him,  on  the  Merlin  Clark  place.  Mr.  Belknap 
appears  to  have  been  active  and  enterprising. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Convention  from  Cas- 
tleton when  the  Constitution  of  the  State  was 
adopted.  His  name  appears  often  among  the 
officers  of  the  town. 

Reuben  Moulton  came  to  Castleton  in  1771, 
and  located  2  miles  east  of  the  village,  on  the 
road  to  Rutland.  His  wife  was  Rebecca  Carver. 
Mr.  Moulton  owned  a  large  estate,  and  was  con- 
sidered the  richest  of  the  early  settlers.  Hence 
he  was  called  "Landlord  Moulton."  He  kept 
a  tavern  at  a  very  early  day,  and  was  a  prom- 
inent citizen.  His  five  children  all  settled  in 
Castleton.  His  third  son,  Reuben,  occupied 
the  old  homestead,  kept  up  the  tavern  his  fath- 
er established,  and  was  town  representative 
from  1823  to  1830,  which  is  a  longer  time  than 
the  town  has  been  represented  by  any  other 
man. 

Samuel  Moulton,  brother  of  Reuben  1st, 
came  the  same  year.  His  wife  was  Rachel 
Loomis.  He  lived  on  the  corner  west  of  Judge 
Howe's  house.  His  son  Samuel  lived  near  the 
centre  of  the  village — kept  tavern,  and  was 
postmaster  for  many  years.  His  first  wife  was 
Jane  Shaw — his  second,  Malona  Woodward. 

The  same  year  Gersiiom  and  JonN  Moulton 
settled  in  Castleton,  and  their  descendants  are 
scattered  through  the  township. 

Gersiiom  Lake,  of  Woodbury,  Ct.,  came  to 
Castleton  in  1771,  and  settled  on  the  hill,  half  a 
mile  south  of  the  village.  His  wife  was  Seviah 
Chatfield.  All  their  household  effects  were 
brought  on  horse-back.  He  is  said  to  have 
built  the  2d  log-house  in  the  township— and  al- 
so the  2d  frame  house.  He  must  have  been  a 
man  of  considerable  enterprise,  as  it  appears 
that  beforo  the  war  he  had  erected  a  frame- 
house,  which  is  still  standing  ;  and,  with  the 
repairs  it  has  received,  is  a  neat  and  comforta- 
ble habitation  now,  after  the  lapso  of  nearly  a 
hundred  Years. 

Mr.  L  ike  was  strictly  loyal  to  the  American 
cause,  and  remained  at  his  p  >st  during  the  war. 
During  a  considerable  portion  of  the  time,  every 
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thing  valuable,  not  in  daily  use,  was  hid  in  the 
ground,  or  concealed  in  the  woods,  through  fear 
of  its  being  plundered  by  the  enemy.  Their 
cattle  could  not  be  concealed:  and  when  the 
British  troops  passed  through  Castleton,  on 
their  way  to  Whitehall,  after  the  battle  of  Hub- 
bardton, Mr.  Lake  was  impressed  with  his  oxen 
to  transport  baggage ;  and,  as  a  reward,  his 
oxen  were  taken  for  beef. 

Mrs.  Lake  was  a  remarkable  woman  for  cour- 
age and  enterprise.  We  mention  one  or  two 
incidents  in  illustration.  At  one  time  a  wolf 
came  into  their  enclosure,  with  evident  purpose 
to  make  a  feast  upon  the  sheep.  She  was  alone 
in  the  house,  but  nothing  daunted,  she  seized 
her  husband's  srun,  and,  standing  in  the  door  of 
her  house,  killed  the  wolf,  without  injuring 
the  sheep. 

Mrs.  Lake  brought  apple-seeds  in  her  pocket, 
when  she  came  to  Vermont,  which  she  planted, 
and  the  7th  year  gathered  twelve  apples  from 
the  trees. 

When  Lieut.  Hall  escaped  from  his  imprison- 
ment at  Ticonderoga,  Mrs.  Lake  concealed  him 
in  a  hay-stack,  and  carried  him  provisions  daily 
until  the  danger  was  over.  This  act  of  kind- 
ness made  a  deep  impression  upon  Mr.  Hall,  so 
that  to  the  day  of  her  death  he  manifested  his 
gratitude  in  various  ways. 

Capt.  Zachariah  Hawkixs  the  father  of  a 
numerous  race  of  the  Hawkins  family,  visited 
Castleton  in  1770,  though  he  never  settled 
there.  He  contracted  for  800  acres  of  land 
near  the  centre  of  the  township,  including  the 
land  where  the  village  stands ;  but,  failing  to 
come  to  time  for  the  payment,  in  consequence 
of  sickness  in  his  family,  he  lost  the  purchase, 
and  never  returned  to  stay. 

Two  of  his  sons,  Gaylard  and  Silas,  made 
pitches  in  the  south  part  of  the  township,  in 
1771.  They  were  unmarried,  and  did  not  re- 
main long.  Moses  and  Joseph  Hawkins,  other 
two  sons,  settled  in  1779.  Moses  had  11  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  settled  in  the  township-  Jo- 
seph had  but  one  child,  a  daughter,  who  was 
the  first  wife  of  Robert  Temple. 

Richard  Bently  settled  in  1771,  and  erected 
the  frame-house  where  the  council  of  war  was 
held  the  night  previous  to  the  capture  of  fort 
TL,  which  stood  just  in  front  of  tho  old  Congre- 
gational parsonage. 

There  were  two  families  of  Halltbirps, 
T?real  and  Curtis,  who  lived  a  mile  and  a  half 
ea»t  of  the  village. 

Joel  Colver  lived  in  the  south-west  part  of 
the  township,  a  very  worthy  citizen.    Ho  was 


1  early  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  filled  the  office  of  deacon  from  1806  to 
1825. 

James  Kilbour.v  settled  in  1773,  a  little  south 
of  Mr.  Remington.  He  was  a  tanner  and  cur- 
rier by  trade,  and  carried  on  the  business  while 
he  remained  in  Castleton.  He  had  one  son, 
James,  with  whom  he  removed  to  Canada.  He 
had  three  daughters.  Molly,  married  Pitt  W. 
Hyde  of  Sudbury.  Sally  married  Arunah  W. 
Hyde  of  Castleton.  Ruth  married  Oliver  Moul- 
ton, 

Timothy  Everts  settled  in  1773,  on  the 
road  to  East  Hubbardton,  north  of  the  old 
fort — Removed  to  Ohio. 

Eli  Everts  located,  in  1783,  on  the  South- 
mayd  lot — Removed  to  Fairhaven. 

Nathaniel  Xorthrup  settled  1774,  north  of 
the  village  on  the  East  Hubbardton  road.  A 
highly  respectable  man,  both  in  society  and  in 
the  church.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age,  leav- 
ing a  somewhat  numerous  race  of  children  and 
grandchildren. 

Capt.  Joseph  Woodward  married  Mary- 
Bradford,  settled  in  1774,  west  of  the  village,  and 
represented  the  town  in  the  council  of  safety  at 
Dorset,  in  1761,  and  was  chosen  chairman  of 
that  council.    He  had  a  numerous  family. 

Artjxah  Woodward  settled  about  the  same 
time  with  Capt.  Joseph. 

George  Foote  married  Wealthy  Woodward, 
settled  in  1775,  on  the  corner  near  where  the 
old  fort  stood.  His  house  was  the  place  for  re- 
ligious worship  at  the  time  of  the  war — the 
place  where  Capts.  Williams  and  Hall  wore 
killed.  He  himself  was  taken  prisoner  at  the 
same  time.  Judge  Alvin  Foote  of  Burhreton 
was  his  son.  Also  Rev.  Luman  Foote,  a  clergy- 
man in  the  Episcopal  church.* 

Capt.  John  Hall  came  to  Castleton  in  1775, 
and  settled  on  the  east  Hubbardton  road,  a 
mile  and  a  half  north  of  the  village.  He  lived 
but  a  short  time,  yet  he  was  much  respected, 
and  gave  promise  of  becoming  a  valuable  citi- 
zen. He  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  at 
Westminster  in  1777,  when  the  State  was  de- 
clared independent.  This  was  the  January 
previous  to  the  skirmish  at  Castleton,  in  which 
he  was  mortally  wounded. 

Mr.  Hall  had  2  sons.  Eliaa  and  Alpheus— young 
men,  at  that  time,  both  of  whom  were  taken 
prisoners  and  carried  to  Ticonderoga;  but  made 

*  S.  e  sketch  of  Jud?e  Foote  in  the  history  of  Bur- 
lington, also  account  of  the  history  of  the  Foote  family 
iu  the  history  of  Middlebury,  Vol.  I. — Ed, 
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their  escape  in  a  short  time.  Elias  settled  01; 
his  father's  homestead,  where  he  lived  to  be 
94  years  old,  retaining  his  vigor  of  body  and 
mind  in  an  unusual  degree.  He  served  in  the 
American  army;  was  in  the  battle  of  Stillwa- 
ter, and  witnessed  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne. 

His  brother  Alpheus  taught  school  in  Castle- 
ton,  in  the  time  of  the  war,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  died  early. 

John'  Whitelock  settled  in  1773,  a  little  north 
of  the  village.  He  belonged  to  the  church  of 
England,  and  was  a  tory  in  sentiment,  though 
a  quiet,  peaceable  man,  and  remained  during 
the  war.  For  fear  of  confiscation,  he  put  his 
property  out  of  his  hands.     When  the  British 


Brewster  Higley,  who  came  here  frcm  Simsburv, 
Ct.,  about  the  year  1778,  with  his  wife  and  7  or 
8  children.  His  position  in  the  genealogy  of 
five  successive  Brewster  Higleys  was  the  3d. 
These  descended  from  John  Higiey,  who  came 
from  a  place  near  London  in  England,  a  run- 
away  apprentice,  at  the  age  of  15  or  16  years. 
In  process  of  time  he  married  Hannah  Brews- 
ter, understood  to  have  been  of  the  Mayflower 
stock.  Hence  came  the  name  given  to  a  suc- 
cession of  Higleys.  In  the  early  days  of  this 
town  Brewster  the  3d  heid  various  offices  of 
trust  and  honor — as  moderator,  town  clerk,  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  deacon  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  His  eldest  son,  Brewster  4th, 
emigrated  to  Ohio  about  l°flO  :  numerous  fam- 


army  passed  through  Castleton,  after  the  battle  j  Hies  in  the  south  east  part  of  the  state  are  of 
of  Hubbardton,  Mr.  Whitlock  held  up  the  |  his  descendants.  On  the  death  of  Brewster 
prayer-book  to  the  commanding  officer  as  proof  j  H,  the  3d,  his  youngest  son  Erastus  becama 
of  his  loyalty  to  king  George,  and  it  was  read-  j  owner  of  the  place  by  purchasing  the  interest 
ily  accepted.    He  lived  many  years  a  highly  re-  j  of  each  of  the  other  heirs.    He  was  a  child  of 


spected  member  of  society.  Some  of  his  de 
seendants  still  reside  in  the  town. 

Peter  Cogswell  settled  east  of  the  village 
in  1776 — by  trade  a  blacksmith,  but  a  farmer 
also.  His  son,  Gen.  Eli  Cogswell,  was  a  prom- 
inent man  in  his  day.  He  was  a  school-teach- 
er, and  also  extensively  engaged  in  the  surveys 
of  the  township.  For  many  years  he  acted  as 
clerk  to  the  proprietors,  of  the  town,  and  to  the 
parish.  He  made  a  tour  to  England,  which  was 
a  notable  matter  in  those  clays — purchased  goods 
which  he  brought  back  with  him,  and  entered 
into  trade.  He  was  unsuccessful  in  business 
and  left  the  place. 


only  7  years  when  he  came  with  the  family  to 
this  placo ;  and  here  he  dwelt  to  the  end  of  hi3 
life.  When  in  the  vigor  of  manhood  he  excelled 
in  physical  strength,  and  not  less  in  the  energy 
and  activity  of  his  mind.  Beading  was  his 
great  delight,  especially  of  solid  literary  and 
scientific  works,  and  such  compositions  as  those 
of  Young,  Milton  and  Cowper.  He  was  favored 
with  sundry  civil  offices  ;  as  judge  of  probate, 
town  treasurer,  town  representative,  justice  of 
the  peace,  <&c,  which  he  always  executed  with 
ability  and  strict  fidelity.  As  a  Christian  and 
a  deacon  of  the  Congregational  church  he  was 
earnest  and  active  while  health  permitted,  in 


B  ex  j  a  mix  Carver  settled  also  this  year,  1776,  j  aiding  and  promoting  the  cause  of  every  be- 


at the  West  Corners,  near  where  his  son  Benja 
min  Carver,  2d,  lived,  and  kept 
many  years. 

Col.  Isaac  Clark,  probably,  settled  about 
this   time,  but  it  does   not  appear  precisely 


nevolent  and  Christian  enterprise.   He  died  at 
tavern  for  !  the  age  of  89^  years. 

The  Hydes  were  early  residents.  Arunah 
W.  Hyde  was  early  a  merchant,  and  sold  hi3 
stock  in  trade  to  John  Goodwin.    He  then  pur- 


what  year.  His  location  was  in  the  south  chased  a  lot  of  Jerrod  Palmer,  and  built  the 
west  part.    He  owned  a  valuable  farm,  which  is  |  house  known  as  the  Westover  house,  recently 


still  known  as  the  Clark  farm,  though  not  owned 
by  his  descendants.  He  was  an  officer  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  a  Colonel  in  the  TJ.  S. 
army  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  died  in  1322, 
aged  74  years.  Col,  Clark  was  chief  judge  of 
the  county  court  from  1807  to  '11. 

We  insert  here  a  few  notices  of  families  who 
settled  later — some  of  them  during  the  war, 
and  some  after. 

The  place  now  known  as  the  Higley  farm,  at 
the  east  end  of  the  village,  was  first  owned  by 
Ephr'na  BueL  He  built  a  log-house,  and  plant- 
ed an  orchard  on  the  farm,  and  then  sold  it  to 


burned,  where  he  kept  tavern  for  many  years. 
He  also  bought  of  Samuel  Moulton  lands  adjoin- 
ing him  on  the  south.  He  and  his  brother,  Pitt 
W.  Hyde,  married  sisters,  daughters  of  James 
Kilbourn.  P.  W.  II  was  the  father  of  James 
K.  Hyde  of  Sudbury,  and  of  A.  W.  and  Pitt  W. 
Hyde  of  Castleton.  A.  W.  Hyde  was  one  of 
the  original  trustees  of  the  Rutland  <\\  Gmm- 
tn.ir-sehool  appointed  by  the  Legislature;  he 
was  also  town  clerk  and  ln_'h  sheriff  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  The  Westover  house  was  built  in 
1806. 

Robert  Temple  built  the  house  where  Mr 
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Wostover  uow  lives,  about  the  same  time,  which 
ho  occupied  as  a  residence.  The  house  where 
JivJ-'O  Howe  lived  was  built  by  Hon.  Rollin  C. 
Slallory :  also,  about  the  same  time,  and  after- 
ward sold  to  Judge  Howe. 

The  father  of  Hon.  John  Meacham  settled  in 
Falrhaven,  where  he  reared  a  large  family, 
struggling  with  poverty.  Judge  M.  served  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  nailing  business ;  but  soon 
after  he  became  of  age,  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business ;  first  in  company  with  Eben- 
ezer  Langdon,  Esq., — afterward  with  James 
A' lams.  Esq.  His  business  prospered,  and  he 
acquired  what  was  considered  a  handsome  for- 
tune for  the  times.  Various  offices  of  trust  were 
conferred  upon  him.  He  was  trustee  of  the 
Grammar-school,  town  treasurer,  town  repre- 
sentative, and  judge  of  probate.  His  first  wife 
was  Mary  Langdon,  by  whom  he  had  his  only 
surviving  daughter,  Mrs.  Hiram  Ainsworth,  j 
who  now  occupies  the  old  homestead.  Mr. 
Meacham  was  born  in  Williamstown,  Mass.,  in 
1776,  and  died  in  1848. 

James  Adams  was  born  in  Simsbury,  Ct.,  in 
177.3,  and  settled  in  Castleton,  as  a  grocer,  at 
Hydeville,  in  1801.  From  Hydeville  he  moved 
to  Castleton  village,  and  joined  partnership 
with  Judge  Meacham,  in  mercantile  business. 
There  was  a  house  which  stood  on  the  Meach- 
am Corner,  which  they  bought  of  a  Mr.  Baker,  in 
which  Mr.  Adams  first  lived  after  his  marriage. 
Subsequently  the  firm  bought  out  Mr.  Mc'In- 
tosh,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  way.  In  the 
division,  Mr.  Adams  took  the  south  side,  and 
Mr.  Meacham  the  north  ;  and  each  built  upon 
bis  own  site.  After  the  partnership  with  Mr. 
Meacham  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Adams  traded  by 
himself  till  1829;  then  in  company  with  C.  N. 
Dana.  In  1831,  the  stock  was  sold  to  .Albert 
Langdon.  Mr.  Langdon  sold  to  Israel  Davey 
and  B.  F.  Adams,  in  1836.  Mr.  Adams  with 
most  of  his  family,  joined  the  Congregational 
church  in  '3 1.     He  died  about  the  3-ear  '57. 

Dea.  E.vos  Merrill  was  a  nativo  of  W. 
Hartford,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers; 
probably  as  early  as  1785.  His  early  training 
was  strictly  Puritan.  In  early  life  he  acquired 
a  fondnes-i  for  the  writings  of  Edwards  and 
Bellamy,  and  others  of  that  class,  which  he 
read  with  avidity,  and  became  thorouirhly 
versed  in  the  theology  of  that  school.  He  was 
a  pillar  in  the  church  in  Castleton  for  nearly  60 
years. 

from  time  to  time  there  were  many  young 
wen  in  his  family,  apprentices  to  the  trade  of 
tanning  and  shoemaking.    They  wore  required 


to  be  present  at  family  prayers,  and  to  pay  a 
strict  regard  to  the  Sabbath  ;  and  most  of  them 
became  pious  while  in  his  employ;  and  several 
of  them,  turning  aside  from  the  trade,  became 
ministers  of  the  Gospel.  He  was  a  model  of 
regularity  in  ail  social  and  religious  matters. 
To  the  fall  measure  of  his  ability  he  contribut- 
ed labor  and  money  to  forward  the  interests  of 
education  and  religion,  at  home  and  abroad. 
About  the  year  1856  he  removed  to  Milton,  Vt., 
with  his  son  Timothy,  where  he  died,  in  '58, 
aged  90  years. 

Capt.  John  Mason-,  the  fifth  child  and  young- 
est son  of  Peter  Mason  2d  and  Margaret  Fan- 
ning, and  great  grandson  of  Maj.  John  Mason, 
was  born  at  Groton,  Ct.,  1764.  He  removed  to 
Castleton  about  the  year  1785.  His  first  wife 
was  Sarah  "Woodward  by  whom  he  had  13  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity, 
nine  of  the  13  were  married.  Milo.  the  eldest 
son,  graduated  at  "West  Point,  and  was  in  the 
regular  army  until  his  death,  at  whicn  time  he 
held  the  office  of  Major. 

Capt.  J.  Mason  was  a  worthy  citizen  of  Cas- 
tleton, where  he  was  a  magistrate,  a  member  of 
the  State  Legislature,  and  of  the  Governor's 
Council,  a  Presidential  Elector,  and  a  trustee 
of  the  Grammar  school.  He  died,  at  his  resi- 
dence in  Castleton,  2  miles  north  of  the  village, 
in  1846,  aged  82. 

Eufus  Branch  came  from  Lenox,  Mass.,  to 
Bennington  Vt.,  and  resided  there  to  the  close 
of  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  en  [raged  with 
all  his  might  in  the  battle  of  Bennington,  and 
rejoiced  with  the  victors  in  the  triumphs  of  the 
day.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  removed  to 
Castleton,  where  he  lived  the  remainder  of  Lis 
days.    He  had  4  sons  and  5  daughters. 

His  oldest  son  Darius,  was  1 2  years  old  at 
the  time  of  the  battle  of  Bennington  ;  and  is 
said  to  have  been  the  oldest  male  in  that  town 
who  did  not  go  to  the  fight ;  and  he  was  re- 
strained with  great  difficulty  by  his  mother. 
In  after  life  he  showed  great  fondness  for  mili- 
tary distinction,  and  became  a  colonel  in  the 
artillery.  He  settled  in  life  at  Orwell  first,  but 
soon  removed  to  Castleton,  where  he  reared  11 
children,  all  but  one  of  them  living  Feb.  1S70. 

The  families  both  of  Rufus  and  Darius  wore 
decidedly  religious,  and  so  it  may  be  said  of  their 
descendants.  Col.  Darius  Branch  was  a  con- 
stant attendant  on  the  house  of  God,  and  a  lib- 
eral supporter  of  religious  institutions  at  home 
and  abroad.    He  died  in  his  84th  year. 

James  Palmer  settled  early  in  the  N\  E. 
part  of  the  township,  quite  up  among  the  hills, 
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in  a  place  called  Belgo  ;  for  what  reason  is  not 
known,  unless  it  was  from  the  configuration  of 
the  hills  about  his  little  valley.  Remote  as  he 
was  from  society,  his  name  and  influence  were 
r.ot  lo*t.  The  family  were  noted  for  talent  and 
fur  intelligence. 

His  oldest  son,  Dr.  David  Palmer,  graduated 
at  Castleton  Med  Col.  in  18:24  was  distinguish- 
ed as  a  practitioner,  and  a  man  of  science.  He 
became  a  professor  of  Chemistry,  and  Lecturer 
in  the  Vt..  Medical  College  in  "Woodstock,  where 
lie  resided,  and  also  in  the  Medical  College  at 
Pittsfield,  Mass.,  and  died  in  the  midst  of  active 
usefuluess,  by  inhaling  sulphurous  acid  gas,  by 
reason  of  some  defect  in  the  apparatus,  when 
performing  an  experiment  before  the  class, 
aged  51  years.  His  brother,  Aden,  still  occu- 
pies the  homestead. 

We  now  go  back  to  the 

COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR. 

Previous  to  this  war  settlers  were  located  on  all 
the  principal  highways,  which  differed  but  little 
from  what  they  are  now;  and  their  habitations 
were  remote  from  each  other.  The  conflicting 
claims  between  New-Hampshire  and  New-York 
added  not  a  little  to  the  troubles  incident  to  a 
new  settlement.  Yet  hope  cheered  these  hardy 
adventures.  It  is  sad  to  think  such  a  communi- 
ty must  encounter  the  evils  of  frontier  warfare, 
and  the  quiet  of  their  peaceful  cabins  be  brok- 
eu  by  savage  alarms. 

Castleton  was  a  frontier  township  during  the 
war ;  most  of  the  settlements  to  the  north  hav- 
ing been  deserted  soon  after  its  commencement. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Castleton  also  fled ; 
yet  the  majority  remained  through  the  war,  and 
stood  firmly  for  the  cause  of  Independence. 
Tories  there  were,  to  the  great  annoyance  of 
the  faithful ;  but  they  were  carefully  watched, 
and  sometimes  treated  with  severity. 

PLAN  FOR  CAPTURING  FORT  TICOXDEROGA. 

The  idea  of  surprising  the  military  posts  on 
Lake  Chainplaiu.  held  by  the  British  govern- 
ment, was  conceived  soon  after  the  battle  of 
Lexington.  The  first  active  measures  for  this 
purpose  were  taken  by  several  gentlemen  in 
Connecticut,  who  obtained  a  loan  of  $1300 
from  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  and  then 
hastened  to  Bennington  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
gaging Ethan  Allen  for  the  ente--prize.  Allen 
readily  undertook  to  conduct  the  expedition, 
and  at  once  set  out  to  collect  men  from  the 
Green  Mountain  Boys.  The  appointed  ren- 
dezvous was  Castleton.  Early  in  May,  1775, 
about  200  Green  Mountain  Boys,  and  .  hour  50 


volunteers  from  Salisbury,  Ct.,  and  Berk-:. 're-, 
Mass.,  were  mustered  by  Col.  Allen  at  Castle- 
ton. After  the  men  were  mustered,  Col.  Bene- 
dict Arnold,  with  a  single  attendant,  arrived, 
and  claimed  command  by  virtue  of  written  in- 
structions from  the  committee  of  safety  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, authorizing  him  to  enlist  400  men, 
and  with  them  seize  the  fortress.  He  also 
claimed  precedence  by  virtue  of  his  commission 
as  Colonel.  Col.  Allen  stoutly  refused  to  give 
up  the  command  of  the  men  he  had  mustered. 
A  council  was  held  on  the  night  previous  to 
|  the  capture,  in  a  small  farm  house  built  by 
Richard  Ben  thy — afterwards  burned — which. 
3tood  just  in  front  of  the  old  parsonage  of  the 
Congregational  society.  Afteran  angry  and  pro- 
tracted discussion,  which  lasted  nearly  through 
the  night,  it  was  decided  that  Col.  Arnold 
would  have  no  authority  to  command  the  men 
already  raised  by  Allen,  and  to  whom  he  wa3 
an  entire  stranger;  that  Allen  should  have  tho 
commission  of  Colonel,  and  command  the  ex- 
peditionj  and  that  Arnold  might  join  it  as  an 
assistant.  The  men  were  quartered  at  the 
house  of  Zadok  Remington,  who  then  kept 
a  tavern  half  a  mile  west  of  the  present  village. 
Several  of  these  recruits  were  from  Castleton ; 
one  of  whom,  Nehemiah  Hoit,  claimed  to  have 
been  the  third  man  who  entered  the  fort,  as  al- 
ready stated. 

The  expedition  left  Castleton  in  the  morning 
of  May  9th,  and  reached  Orwell  the  evening  of 
the  same  day.  The  crossing  of  the  lake  was 
effected  a  little  before  day-break  by  a  part, 
only,  of  the  company.  Here,  again,  Arnold, 
who  had  been  allowed  to  join  the  party  as  an 
assistant,  strove  for  the  chief  command.  An- 
gry words  ensued,  so  that  the  men,  fc-arfui  lest 
the  garrison  should  be  alarmed,  threatened  to 
flee.  It  was  finally  agreed  that  Allen  and  Ar- 
nold should  enter  the  fort  side  by  side — Arnold 
on  the  left.  The  surrender  of  the  fort  was  de- 
manded by  Col.  Allen,  from  Capt.  Delaplace,  its 
commander,  "  in  the  name  of  the  Great  Jeho- 
vah and  the  Continental  Congress.'' 

The  capture  of  Ticonderoga,  and  the  inva- 
I  sion  of  Canada  which  followed,  left  Western 
Vermont  comparatively  secure  for  a  short  time  : 
but  the  retreat  of  the  American  forces  up  the 
lake  in  1777,  laid  the  whole  region  open  acr.in 
to   depredations   from  British    and  Indians, 
j  Castleton,  the  frontier  town,  was  the  rendez- 
|  vnus  for  recruits  for  Ticaiiderogn  at  this  time, 
|  for  which  a  most  earnest  appeal  was  made,  as 
I  the  British  were  seen  to  be  closin<r  around  that 
'  fortress.    Some  20  recruits  were  gathered  h^-ra 
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h  JulTi  1777  ;  a  part  of  the  citizens  of  Cas- 
Uoton  waiting1  an  increase  of  their  number,  so 
A3  to  make  it  safe  for  them  to  go  to  Ti- 
eoaderoga. 

SKIRMISH  AT  CASTLETON". 

About  half  a  mile  east  of  Castleton  village, 
en  the  north-west  corner  of  the  east  and  west 
road  and  the  Hubbardton  road,  stood  the  house 
of  George  Foote,  where  religious  worship  was 
held  on  the  Sabbath.  Upon  the  corner  oppo- 
site was  a  school-house.  A  mile  and  a  half 
rorth  of  this,  on  the  Hubbardton  road,  lived  j 
Capt  John  Hall.  Still  further  north,  on  what 
is  known  as  the  Ransom  farm,  was  a  building 
appropriated  to  recruits.  On  the  Sabbath,  July 
6th,  while  the  people  were  gathered  for  relig- 
ious worship,  the  alarm  is  given  that  the  en- 
emy is  approaching.  At  the  same  time  the 
recruits  come  flying  down  the  road  and  take 
shelter  in  the  school-house,  and  in  the  house  of 
Mr.  Foote.  Women  and  children  take  shelter 
in  the  cellar.  There  is  brisk  firinar  from  both 
sides,  for  a  considerable  time,  but  the  casual- 
ty are  few,  the  one  party  covered  by  the  build- 
ings, the  other  by  the  trees  of  the  forest.  There 
is  a  closer  conflict.  Capt.  Williams,  a  volun- 
teer from  Guilford,  Yt.,  is  wounded  in  the  groin, 
but  will  not  yield;  and,  in  a  hand  to  hand 
fi^ht,  deals  a  heavy  blow  upon  a  British  Lieu- 
tenant. He  is  then  bayoneted  through  the 
body,  and  expires  in  a  few  moments.  Capt. 
John  Hall  receives  a  shot  in  the  leg,  and  as  he 
lies  profusely  bleeding,  calls  for  water.  As  his 
wife  is  bringing  it  to  him,  a  tory  named  Jones, 
kicks  the  dish  from  her  hands.  Capt.  Hall 
died  of  his  wound  not  long  after.  One  of  the 
British  infantry  was  mortally  wounded,  and  an- 
other shot  through  the  body  ;  but  recovered 
through  the  kind  attentions  of  Mrs.  Hall — ren- 
dering good  for  evil.  One  of  Capt.  Williams' 
eons  was  wounded  in  the  heel,  in  the  early  part 
of  the  engagement,  and  fled  to  the  woods.  He 
finally  reached  Rutland  in  a  fimishing  condi- 
tion. Two  sons  of  Capt.  nail.  Elias  and  Alphe- 
us,  George  Foote  and  others,  were  taken  pris- 
oners and  carried  to  Ticonderoga,  but  made 
their  escape  after  a  few  weeks. 

The  body  of  Capt.  "Williams,  wrapped  in  a 
b'.-inket,  without  a  coffin,  was  rudely  buried  at 
ffte  foot  of  a  tree  near  by.  Forty-four  yars  after 
his  remains  were  disinterred,  and  the  bones 
enrofuHy  gathered  and  laid  together  in  exact 
order  by  Luther  Denaing,  (a  m  m  perfectly 
hind,)  and  re-buried  in  tho  village  grajye-yard. 
With  appropriate  ceremonies.    Capt.  Williams 


had  been  at  Ti.  during  the  French  war,  and 
was  anxious  to  go  there  again. 

BATTLE  OF  HUBBARDTON. 

After  this  most  unequal  conflict,  in  trl  icb 
the  British,  tories  and  Ind;ans  outnurnr. 1 
nearly  ten  to  one,  the  victorious  par:y  re- 
turned to  Hubbardton,  rifling  houses  and  gath- 
ering plunder  on  their  way.  It  was  on  -his 
same  day  that  Gen.  St.  Clair  evacuated  Ticon- 
deroga, and  marched  his  forces  for  Castletoa. 
His  route  was  by  the  old  military  road  to  Hub- 
bardton ;  thence  south  by  the  Hubbardton  road. 
The  van  of  St.  Clair's  army  encamped  that 
night  near  the  place  where  Williams  and  Hall 
had  just  fallen.  One  division  of  the  army  un- 
der Col.  Bellows  encamped  about  2  miles  south 
of  Huhbardton.  The  rest  of  the  army,  wich 
Cols.  Warner,  Francis,  and  Hale,  encamped  at 
Hubbardton. 

The  foraging  party  engaged  in  the  skirmish 
at  Casrleton  came  near  falling  into  the  La::  is 
of  St.  Clair's  army,  on  their  return  ;  but  meet- 
ing some  of  his  soldiers  who  were  stravi-g  in 
advance,  they  learned  of  the  approach  of  the 
army;  and,  taking  these  prisoners,  they  turned 
off  the  road  to  the  right  inco  the  woods,  and  so 
escaped.  They  encamped  that  night  within  a 
short  distance  of  Col.  Warner's  command — so 
near,  says  Mr.  Hall,  one  of  the  prisoners,  that 
the  noise  of  the  battle  was  perfectly  dis:::;:", 
and  great  anxiety  was  felt  as  to  who  were  ti  e 
combatants,  and  what  was  the  result.  The 
same  party,  commanded  by  Capt.  SherTvc-  2, 
took  several  more  prisoners  in  Hubbardtou,  all 
of  whom  they  carried  to  Ticonderoga. 

There  is  a  question,  who  was  the  commar.  3er 
of  this  foraging  party.  Lieut.  Hall,  a  prisoner 
with  the  party,  says  it  was  commanded  by 
Capt.  Fraser.  Thompson's  History  says  the 
same.  Other  authorities  say  that  Capt.  Fraser 
was  certainly  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  a 
few  days  before,  leading  the  attack  on  the 
American  line3.  Besides,  Capt.  Sherwo:'!  is 
said  to  have  been  the  commander  of  the  forag- 
ing party  in  Hubbardton,  which  was  proba- 
bly the  same  as  that  at  Castleton. 

The  battle  of  Hubbardton  occured  July  7, 
1777,  with  the  details  and  results  all  are  fa- 
miliar. A  single  incident  may  here  be  star  1. 
Sometime  in  1828  the  writer  met  an  aged  man 
in  Kingsboro',  X.  Y.,  a  worthy  deacon  h  *  •? 
Congregational  church,  who  was  in  the  battle, 
and  who  gave  me  the  following  particulars, 
lie  stated  that  his  mess  were  just  niakimr  :'.  it 
breakfast,  when  they  were  saluted  by  a  v..i.j 
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of  musketry.  That  the  enemy  came  up  over  a 
rise  of  ground  on  the  west,  and  rushed  down 
upon  their  encampment.  The  Americans  were 
soon  formed,  and  the  battle  raged  fiercely. 
Compelled  to  retreat,  they  fled  eastward,  down 
through  a  valley,  and  then  up  a  steep  hill; 
halting  occasionally  and  firing  upon  their  pur- 
suers— and  that  passing  over  the  hill  or 
mountain,  they  made  their  way  to  Rutland. 
14  When  climbing  the  hill,"  he  added,  "my  coat 
collar  was  cut  away  by  a  musket  ball."  He 
had  not  visited  the  place  since,  but  his  descrip- 
tion of  the  ground  was  perfect. 

After  this  battle,  St.  Clair  proceeded  to  Fort 
Edward;  and  joined  Gen.  Schuylar.  The  Brit- 
ish forces  advanced  to  Castleton,  where  they 
remained  for  several  weeks — one  regiment  un- 
der Gen.  Fraser  encamping  in  the  west  part  of 
the  town,  the  other,  under  Gen.  Reidsel,  a  lit- 
tle to  the  east  of  the  village,  where  the  skirmish 
had  been. 

During  the  events  above  described  there 
•were  times  of  great  excitement,  and  some  fam- 
ilies fled  in  alarm ;  but  the  greater  part  re- 
mained. The  year  following  the  battle  of  Hub- 
bardton  a  fort  was  built  near  the  spot  where 
the  first  blood  had  been  spilled  in  Castleton, 
furnished  with  two  cannon,  and  garrisoned  un- 
der different  commanders,  till  the  close  of  the 
war.  All  able  bodied  men  in  the  settlement 
were,  enrolled  as  minute-men,  ready  to  repair 
to  the  tort  at  the  call  of  the  signal-gun.  Many 
soldiers'  graves,  whose  names  have  long  since 
been  forgotten,  are  still  visible  near  the  site  of 
the  fort,  unless  recently  effaced. 

The  following  incident  will  illustrate  the 
trials  of  those  trying  days.  Very  early  one 
morning  the  alarm-gun  is  heard,  and  Mr.  Lake 
living  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  fort,  shoul- 
ders his  gun,  and  obeys  the  summons,  leaving 
his  Wife  and  two  children  unprotected  in  their 
log-cahin.  remote  from  any  neighbor.  Soon  a 
Mrs.  Eaton,  who  lived  one  fourth  of  a  mile 
distant,  cnmr>  flying  in,  with  her  two  children, 
hurried  from  their  bed,  greatly  alarmed.  In 
her  haste  she  had  left  her  bread  in  the  oven, 
and  taken  her  children  without  anything  to 
eat.  What  can  these  mothers  do?  Terrified 
and  alarmed,  they  resolve  to  flee  for  safety; 
although  it  was  still  dark,  and  raining  fast. 
With  all  possible  hast?  ihey  make  their  way 
over  hills,  through  the  woods,  quite  to  the 
southern  border  of  the  township,  to  the  house 
of  a  Mr.  Richmond.  It  was  a  difficult  and  fa- 
tiguing tramp.  Wet  and  weary,  the  children 
crying  from  hunger  and  cold,  they  rejoice  at 


the  sight  of  a  habitation,  and  hope  for  shelter 
and  warmth.  A3  they  approach  the  door,  the 
voice  of  prayer  from  within  fills  them  with 
joy.  They  listen — but  what  is  their  dismay 
when  they  hear  loud  and  earnest  petitions  for 
the  triumph  of  the  British  arms,  and  the  over- 
throw and  destruction  of  all  who  oppose.  It  :3 
the  prayer  of  a  tory.  Wet  and  weary  as  they 
are — and  the  children  crying  for  bread — they 
turn  away  with  indignation  to  look  for  some 
more  kindly  shelter. 

Many  other  incidents,  equally  touching, 
there  were  no  doubt,  which  have  not  been  pre- 
served ;  but  from  this  we  get  a  glimpse  at 
those  trying  times. 

PROVISION  FOR  VOLUNTEERS. 

The  records  of  the  colony  furnish  evidence 
of  true  devotion  to  the  American  cause.  The 
town  voted,  Sept.  30,  1780, 

"  To  give  as  many  men  as  will  turn  out  a3 
volunteers,  out  of  this  town,  to  scout  to  defend 
the  frontiers,  ten  silver  dollars  per  month,  or 
pay  them  in  wheat  at  5  shillings  per  bushel, 
and  one  shilling  and  six  pence  each  per  day  as 
billet-money.,  to  victual  themselves,  and  one  gill 
of  rum  per  day,  while  they  are  in  the  woods." 

The  same  year,  also,  voted, 

"To  raise  Twenty  Pounds  Sterling  in  money, 
and  2282  lbs.  of  flour,  and  eighty-five  bushela 
of  rye  and  corn,  for  the  use  of  the  State.1' 

And  in  1772,  voted, 

"To  divide  the  Town  into  two  classes,  to 

h;re  each  class  a  mart,  to  go  into  the  service 

the  ensuing  campaign." 

In  April  of  the  same  year,  voted, 

"  To  raise  a  rate  of  49  Pounds  8  shillings,  on 

the  list  of  1781,  to  pay  soldiers  for  the  ensuing 

campaign." 

Castleton  was  organized  into  a  town  in  March, 
1777.  Eli  Cogswell  was  the  first  town  clerk, 
Jesse  Belknap  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace, 
Zadok  Remington  was  the  first  representative 
after  the  organization. 

Kducational  and  religious  matters  were  not 
neglected  by  the  colonists,  though  oppressed 
with  burdensome  taxes,  and  the  many  person- 
al sacrifices  incident  to  these  trying  times.  We 
learn  from  the  proprietors'  records,  that  meas- 
ures were  taken  to  secure  preaching  as  early  as 
1775.    Religious  services  wore  held  before  this, 
no  doubt,  and  very  likely  the  township  had  al- 
ready been  visited  by  missionaries  from  the 
j  Connecticut  Missionary  Society,  by  whose  t'me- 
i  ly  labors  the  foundations  of  many  churches 
I  were  laid:  but  this  is  the  first  mention  of  dis- 
i  tinct  action.    From  this  time  religious  worship 
|  on  the  Sabbath  was  maintained  pretty  constant- 
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\j.  The  house  of  George  Foote  was  the  place 
for  meeting  at  the  time  of  the  war,  and  the 
place  where  the  people  were  assembled  when 
they  were  attacked  by  the  British  and  Indians. 

The  school-house  which  stood  on  the  corner 
opposite  to  George  Foote's,  at  the  time  of  the 
ekirinish  before  mentioned,  is  evideuce  of  the 
establishment  of  schools  previous  to  1777. — 
From  the  town-records  we  learn,  that  there 
were  two  schools  kept  during  the  winter  of 
1778-9:  one  of  them  near  Zadock  Reming- 
ton's, by  Gen.  Cogswell ;  the  other  near  Reu- 
ben Moulton's,  in  the  east  part,  by  Alpheus 
Hall.  A  vote  to  divide  the  town  into  school 
districts  was  passed  in  1735. 

Before  the  war  a  frame-house  was  built  by 
Mr.  Bently,  which  stood  ju<t  in  front  of  the  old 
parsonage  of  the  Congregational  society,  where 
the  remains  of  the  cellar  may  now  be  discover- 
ed This  was  the  house  where  the  council  was 
held  on  the  question  of  commanding  the  expe- 
dition against  Ticonderoga.  There  was  anoth- 
er built  by  George  Foote  half  a  mile  east  of 
the  village — one  by  Reuben  Moulton,  2  miles 
east.  But  the  first  frame-house  was  built  by 
Zadock  Remington,  and  the  second  by  Ger- 
fihom  Lake. 

The  early  years  of  the  colony  must  have  been 
unusually  prosperous.  In  less  than  6  years 
from  the  arrival  of  the  first  families,  as  many 
as  30  log-houses  iiad  been  built,  and  6  or  8 
frame-houses — schools  established,  a  place  of 
meeting  fixed  upon,  and  measures  in  progress 
to  secure  the  stated  ministrations  of  the  gospel. 

The  Village  of  Castletos  is  situated  near 
the  centre  of  the  township,  on  the  southern 
bank  of  Castleton  river,  on  a  level  plain,  which 
is  elevated  about  30  feet  above  the  bed  of  the 
stream.  Main  Street,  which  is  half  a  mile  in 
length,  wide  and  perfectly  level,  may  challenge 
n  comparison  with  any  other  in  New  England. 
The  present  population  is  about  600. 

The  public  buildings  are  Castleton  Seminary, 
situated  on  a  beautiful  elevation  at  the  head  of 
Seminary  Street,  with  a  spacious  yard,  beauti- 
fully shaded  in  front.  There  is,  also,  connected 
with  it.  a  building  for  a  Normal  school.  The 
Town  Hall,  a  substantial  brick  building,  erect- 
ed iti  1856,  standing  upon  the  site  of  the  old 
Rutland  County  Grammar  School.  Two  large 
hotels,  viz,,  the  Bomoseen  House  and  the  Snn- 
ford  Hons- — anQ  gve  church  edifices,  described 
in  Another  place. 

The  buildings  formerly  owned  and  occupied 
by  Caatleton  Medical  College  have  been  remov- 
ed, since  the  college  was  discoutiuued. 


The  water-power  at  Castleton  village,  though 
small,  has  been  used  for  different  purposes  at 
different  times,  and  is  of  some  importance.  It 
was  first  improved  by  Erastua  Higley  and  Eb- 
en'r  Langdon,  in  1803  ;  by  Mr.  Higley  for  a  card- 
ing-machine  and  fulling-mill,  and  by  Mr.  Lang- 
don for  an  oil-mill.  Afterwards  there  was.  a 
mill  for  sawing  marble,  and  another  for  grad- 
ing provender.  About  1835,  Mr.  Higlej  sold 
his  interest  in  the  water-power  to  Mr.  H^rt 
Langdon.  who  built  a  furnace,  and  carried  ca  a 
large  business  for  several  years. 

Mr.  M.  G.  Langdon  built  a  cr-'stiUerr  here 
about  1S30.  Mr.  A.  TV.  Hyde  built  another  a 
little  to  the  east  of  the  village,  about  the  same 
time.  Neither  of  them  continued  long  in  op- 
eration. 

There  is  also  a  marble-mill,  built  by  ?x:.-h 
Sherman,  on  the  Hubbardton  brook,  half  a 
mile  from  the  village.  This  was  the  firs:  mar- 
ble-mill in  the  town,  since  the  one  owned  by 
Mr.  Higley,  and  has  done  a  large  business  for 
many  years. 

EARLY  BUSINESS  MEN". 

Solomon  Gouernsey  is  supposed  to  have  be^n 
the  first  merchant.  He  built  and  occupied  the 
brick  house  which  stood  where  the  Ecmoseea 
House  now  stands.  A.  TV.  Hyde  succeeded 
him  in  the  same  building.  After  him  Mr.  Thrall, 
father  of  Reuben  R.  Thrall,  Esq.,  of  Rutland, 
occupied  it  for  a  tavern.  Mr.  Hyde  then  trad- 
ed in  the  Goodwin  house,  and  in  1806  sold  >j  :z 
to  Mr.  John  Goodwin,  who  continued  the  busi- 
ness until  his  death.  Mr.  Hyde  then  built  the 
Weston  house,  and  opened  a  tavern. 

Other  merchants  were  Gen.  Eli  Cogswell, 
with  a  partner  by  the  name  of  Graham  ;  Samuel 
Couch;  Mr.  Baker,  who  sold  to  Messrs.  Meacham 
&  K.  Langdon  ;  and  then  Meacham  s  Adams,  in 
1801— Dr.  Selah  Gridley,  Albert  Laaedon,  A. 
W.  &  O.  Hyde,  O.  X.  Dana.  M.  G.  Langdon. 
Adams  &  Davey,  Root  A  Tomlinson,  Ferron 
Farker. 

Tanners  and  shoe-makers  :   James  Kilbourn 
carried  on  business  near  Z.  Remington'*  ;  Dea. 
Enos  Merrill,  at  the  west  end  of  the  village; 
Milton  Mcintosh,  east  of  the  village :  Sylves- 
j  ter  Pond,  north,  on  the  E.  Hubbardton  roa  L 

Ebenezer  Parker  and  Can*.  Joseph  Barney 
J  were  the  prominent  blacksmiths, 
j     The  hatting  business  was  carried  on  early  by 
Read  Mead,  in  a  building  which  stood  •■.  here 
the  Liberal  church  now  stands. 

Carpenters  and  Joiners — Jonathan  Pennine, 
Mr.  Thompson,  John  Houghton,  X.  Granger,  T 
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R.  Dake,  Freedom  Brown,  Clark  Stevens  <fc 
Son. 

Hydeville  is  a  flourishing  village  upon  the 
outlet  of  Lake  Bomoseen,  where  there  is  water- 
power  sufficient  to  propel  a  large  amount  of 
machinery.  For  many  years  its  use  was  limit- 
ed to  a  grist-mill  and  two  or  three  saw-mills. 
It  now  forms  an  important  business  centre,  es- 
pecially for  marble  and  slate  manufacture,  and 
claims  a  more  extended  notice. 

Since  1850  the  water-power  at  Hydeville  has 
been  largely  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  A.  W.  & 
Pitt  W.  Hyde,  through  whose  enterprise,  and 
the  extensive  and  growing  marblo  aud  slate 
interests  the  amount  of  business  has  largely  j 
increased.  It  should  be  understood  that  Hyde- 
ville is  the  centre  and  R.  R.  station  for  a  num- 
ber of  slate  quarries  and  manuf  ictnring  com- 
panies, which  are  therefore  noticed  in  connec- 
tion with  it. 

Marble  Mills. — Hydeville  company,  Marble 
Mill.  Sherman,  Adams  &  Langaon,  Marble 
Mill 

Slate  MilU.—E.  A.  Billings,  Slate  Manufacto- 
ry; Forest  Mining  and  Slate  company  ;  "West 
Castleton  Mining  and  Slate  company;  Eagle 
R.  R.  and  Slate  company.  All  these  are  em- 
ployed in  the  manufacture  of  roofiug  and  mill 
stock. 

For  the  manufacture  of  finished  wares,  such 
as  mantles  and  other  marbleized  articles,  there 
are  the  Forest  Mining  and  Slate  company  ;  the 
Castleton  R.  R.  and  Slate  company. 

Tlie  Slate  Quarries  are :  3  at  W.  Castleton ; 
Copeland's ;  Western  Vermont;  Billings': 
Hyde's;  Baker's  Vein;  Bliss'  Vein  ;  Root&Tom- 
linson's  Vein;  Copeland's  V  in  ;  Plagle  State 
company's  Vein,  and  two  or  three  others  not 
designated  bjT  name. 

There  is  at  Hydeville  a  flouring  mill,  with  4 
runs  of  stono.  and  a  mill  for  sawing  lumber; 
4  stores,  and  one  at  West  Castleton ;  2  groce- 
ries :  boot  and  shoe  shop;  wagon  shop;  tin 
and  hardware.  On  the  bordsrs  of  Lake  Bomo- 
seen are  3  or  4  mills  for  sawing  lumber. 

It  is  necessary  to  consider  tiie  various  sup- 
plies of  water  to  Lake  Bomoseen.  in  order  to 
a  full  appreciation  of  the  water-power  in  and 
about  Hydeville.  There  is  a  chain  of  lakes  in 
Huhbardton  connected  with  each  other,  and  all 
emptying  their  waters  into  Lake  Bomoseen. 
Thece  are — Walker  Lake,  Roach  L.,  Brczor  L., 
Bebee  L.,  Prince  L.,  and  one  other.  Add  to 
these  Screwdriver,  or  Glen  Lake,  and  Half- 
Moon  Lake,  which  empty  directly  into  L.  Bo- 
moseen, and  wo  have  the  sources  of  supply. — 


The  water-power  at  the  outlet  at  Hydeville  is 
estimated  at  250  horse  power;  at  Glen  Lake 
at  50  horse  power,  and  a  small  power  at  Half 
Moon. 

The  tonacre  of  slate  and  marble  from  Hyde- 
ville, in  1870,  was,  of  slate,  including  roofing, 
billiard  and  mill  stock,  12,686.320  lbs.  ;  of 
marble  4,956,205  lbs. ;  mantles,  2200  lbs. 

There  is  a  post-office  at  Hydeville,  and  also 
at  West  Castleton — 2  churches:  St.  James, 
Episcopal  church,  organized  1852 — church  ed- 
ifice erected  1853  ;  ministers  employed  Rev.  A. 
H.  Bailey,  Rev.  Mr.  Batchelder,  Rev.  Oliver 
Hopsofi,  Rev.  Mr.  Harris,  Rev.  J.  Isham  Bliss. 
Members  of  the  church  50 — of  the  congrega- 
tion 150.  Baptist  church,  organized  1S50; 

church  edifice  erected  the  same  year.  For  sev- 
eral years  the  church  and  congregation,  in  con- 
siderable part,  belonged  to  Fairhaven,  and  the 
society  was  pretty  large.  There  is  now  a  sep- 
arate organization  in  Fairhaven,  and  the  church 
at  Hydeville  is  somewhat  reduced.  The  first 
established  pastor  was  Elder  C.  B.  Smith:  El- 
der C.  H.  Green  succeeded  him,  and  remained 
9  years.  Since  Elder  Green  left,  the  church 
has  enjoyed  the  labors  of  Elder  Giles,  Elder 
Goadley,  D.  D.,  and  Elder  Chase.  The  present 
pastor  is  Elder  H.  L.  G  rose.  The  congregation 
numbers  100  ;  church  members  75. 

One  mile  south  of  Hydeville  is  a  Welch  soci- 
ety of  Whitfield  Methodists,  recently  organiz- 
ed. House  of  worship  built  in  1SG9  :  congre- 
gation from  50  to  75. 

SLATE  PENCIL  QUARRY  AXD  FACTORY. 

This  quarry  is  situated  about  3  miles  north 
from  the  village  of  Castleton.  on  a  small  stream 
which  empties  into  Lake  Bomoseen.  Very  lit 
tie  was  known  respecting  it  previous  to  1854. 
Some  few  pencils  had  been  manufactured  in  a 
crude  way,  previous  to  this;  but  nothing  of 
importance  had  been  done  until  Mr.  James  Ad- 
ams entered  upon  the  business  in  1854.  It  was 
continued  by  him  until  1 S50,  when  a  partner- 
ship was  formed  with  H.  O.  Brown,  and  con- 
tinued until  1SG6  when  D.  R.  Satterlee  becamo 
a  partner,  under  the  firm  name  of  Adams.  Brown 
k  Co.  The  year  following  it  was  incorporated 
as  the  "Adams  Manufacturing  Company,"  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $225,000  ;  James  Adams, 

I  president;  D.  R.  Satterlee,  vice  president,  and 

I  O.  A.  Brown,  secretary. 

|     The  factory  is  situated  at  the  quarry—l  as  a 
'  steam  engine  of  SO  horse  power,  and  suitable 
machinery  for  turning  out  1Q0.000  pencils  per 
\  day.     The  company  employ  about  100  work- 
men.   The  pencils  are  of  superior  quality,  and 
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aro  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  They  are 
Ci ■!-<{  the  "  the  soap-stone  pencil." 

This  stone  is  also  ground  into  a  fine  powder, 
and  used  in  the  manufacture  of  paper.  It  also 
contains  a  very  large  per  cent,  of  alum,  and 
the  company  erpect  to  manufacture  alum  in 
1  irge  quantities.  For  the  above  purposes  there 
is  no  quarry  in  the  United  States,  if  there  is  in 
the  ■world,  to  compare  with  it 

BANKS. 

The  first  bank  established  in  Castleton.  call- 
ed the  li  Bank  of  Castleton"  was  organized  in 
1332,  under  the  general  banking-law  of  the 
State  ;  capital  stock  $100,000.  Hou.  Win.  C. 
Kittridge  was  the  first  president ;  L.  D.  Foote, 
first  cashier.  T.  W.  Rice  succeeded  Judge 
Kittridge,  in  1854,  as  president,  and  C.  M.  Wil- 
lard.  Esq.,  was  appointed  cashier.  This  bank 
was  closed  up  in  1859,  and  The  Mutual  Bank 
of  Castleton  was  organized  in  its  place,  with  a 
capital  of  $50,000  ;  T.  W.  Rice,  president;  C. 
1L  Willard,  cashier. 

In  1 807  the  title  of  the  bank  was  changed 
to  The  Castleton  National  Bank,  and  Carlos  S. 
Sherman  became  president,  and  I.  M.  Guy, 
cashier. 

TOW>T  CLERKS. 

The  list  of  town  officers  is  necessarily  imper- 
fect, in  consequence  of  the  loss  of  part  of  the 
records  by  fire. 

Eli  Cogsel,*  the  first  town  clerk,  held  the  of- 
fice until  1781,  and  was  succeeded  by  Brewster 
Higley.  How  long  he  retained  the  office  is 
not  known.  A.  W.  Hyde  was  town  clerk  for 
eomo  years  previous  to  1312.  J.  G.  Harris  was 
town  clerk  from  1812  to  '36  ;  O.  R.  Harris  from 
to  '52  :  H.  O.  Higley,  '52  to  '55  ;  Wm.  Werd 
to  '57  ;  John  Howe,  to  '61;  Wm.  Moulton,  to 
'62  ;  John  Howe,  to  '66  ;  C.  M.  Willard,  to  '71 ; 
IL  C.  Clark,  '71. 

TOWNr  TREASURERS, 

In  the  order  of  their  appointments:  Ebenezer 
I.-rngdon,  John  Meachnm,  Erastus  Higley,  John 
<- ••>■:■«! win,  Eebenezer  Lerngdon,  S.  H.  Merrill, 
Samuel  Moulton,  John  Meacham,  T.  W.  Rice, 
Wm.  Mc-ukon. 


Ca, 


TOWN*  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Joseph  Woodward  represented  the 
°wn  ™  the  Convention  held  in  Dorset,  Sept., 
••'».  and  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
■  -Jtion.    Capt.  John  Hall  represented 
'  !f|'vn  at  Westminister  in  1777,  when  the 
was  deflated  independent.    Mr.  Hall 
«*iled  the  same  year  at  Castleton. 

*  l<U  uamo  was  afterwards  written  Cogswell. 


Jesse  Belknap — represented  at  Pittsford  in 
1778.  Zadok  Remington  represented,  proba- 
bly in  1779. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  names  of 
other  representatives  until  1812.  From  this 
date  the  list  is  complete. 

Ebenezer  Langdon,  1812;  Chauncy  Lang- 
don,  1813,  '14;  William  Pond,  1815  to  '16; 
Chauncy  Langdon,  1817;  John  Mason,  1818; 
Chauncy  Langdon,  1819  to  '22;  John  Mason, 
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Session ;  Reuben  Moulton, 
1S23  to  1829;  Selah  H.  Merrill,  1831,  '32; 
Nehemiah  Hoit,  1833  ;  John  Meacham  1835, 
'36  ;  Hyde  Westoon,  1837,  '33  ;  Erastus  Hig- 
ley, 1839,  '40;  William  Sanford,  1841, '42  ; 
O.  R.  Harris,  1843,  '44;  Samuel  Cheever, 
1845,  46;  T.  W.  Bill,  1847,  '48;  Ezra  Carr, 
1S49;  Wm.B.Colburn,  1850;  Isaac  T.Wright, 
1851,  '52;  Chester  Spencer,  1853,  '54;  A.  G.  W. 
Smith,  1855;  Chester  Spencer,  1S56  ;  Hyde 
Westoon,  1857,  '58;  I.  T.  Wright,  1859,  '60; 
E.  J.  Holloch,  1861  ;  Pitt  W.  Hyde,  1S62, 
'64;  Richard  M.  Phillips,  1865,  '66:  John 
Howe,  1867;  Fayette  Barney,  186S,  '69; 
Pitt  W.  Hyde,  1870. 

JUDGES  OF  PROBATE. 

District  of  Eairhaven,  Probate  office  at 
Castleton. 

Residence. 
Poultney, 


Judges. 
Wm.  Ward. 


Simeon  Smith, 
Wm.  Ward, 
C.  Langdon, 
Wm.  Ward, 
Erastus  Higley, 
Sara'l  Monlton, 
Erastus  Higley, 
John  Stanley, 
John  Meacham, 
Almon  Warner, 
C.  M.  Willard, 


Castleton, 
Poultney, 
Castleton, 


Poultnev, 
Castleton, 


Time. 

1788  to  '92 
1793. 
1794  to  '93. 
1799  to  1800 
1801  to  '13 
1814  to 
1822. 
1823. 
1824  to 
1830. 
1831  to 
1813  to 


1. 


REGISTEBS  OF  PROBATE. 

Registers. 

Residence. 

Time. 

C.  Langdon, 

Poultney, 

1793. 

John  Brown, 

1796  to  '97. 

Selah  Gridley, 

Castleton, 

1799  to  1800. 

John  Stanley, 

Poultney, 

1801  to  '02. 

Wm.  Ward,  jr., 

1301  to  'I-". 

C.  Langdon. 

Castleton, 

1814  to  '15. 

S.  H.  Merrill, 

1815  to  '23. 

Almon  Warner, 

Poultnev, 

1821  to  '29. 

S.  H.  Merrill, 

Castleton, 

133''  to  '39. 

B.  F.  Lin-don, 

1X39  to  "43. 

J.  A.  Waruer, 

n 

1846  to  '47. 

POST  WASTERS. 

Little  is  known  re^n^etimr  the  post  mastera 
in  the  early  history  of  the  town,  or  in  what 
year  a  post  office  was  established.     The  first 
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setrlers  went  to  Rutland,  11  miles,  for  all  mail 
matter,  but  how  long  is  not  known.  So  far  as 
we  can  learn,  Dr.  Selah  Gridley  may  have  been 
the  first  post  master,  though  it  is  probable 
there  were  others  before  him.  Samuel  Moul- 
ton,  Esq.,  received  the  appointment  in  1810, 
and  held  it  till  his  death  in  1833.  Since  his 
death  the  following  persons  have  held  the  of- 
fice, viz.  Hannibal  Hodges,  Culleu  Moulton, 
Chester  Spencer,  Gustavus  Buel,  and  William 
Moulton,  the  present  post  master. 

SUPPORT  OF  THE  POOR. 

The  system  adopted  for  the  care  of  the  poor 
up  to  1845,  was  to  authorize  the  selectmen  to 
make  all  necessary  provision ;  or  else  to  com- 
mit them  to  the  care  of  the  lowest  bidder,  dis- 
posing of  them  at  auction  on  the  day  of  town 
meeting:. 

In  1845,  the  town  purchased  the  farm  owned 
by  Dea.  Endearing  Johnson,  at  a  cost  of  $6000, 
embracing  3S0  acres  of  land,  with  good  farm- 
house and  out-buildings.  Since  the  purchase  of 
the  farm  to  the  present  time,  an  overseer  of  the 
poor  has  been  chosen  annually,  who  has  the 
oversight  of  the  farm,  and  the  care  of  the 
poor..  Those  most  needy  and  dependent  are 
kept  at  the  town  farm,  while  those  who  need 
only  a  little  help  from  time  to  time,  are  pro- 
vided for  at  their  own  homes,  or  with  their 
friends.  The  average  annual  expenditure  for 
the  poor  for  the  last  26  years  has  been  $542,48. 
The  largest  amount  in  any  one  year  was 
$1114,30,  and  the  least  $383.89.  This  in- 
cludes cost  of  clothing,  and  doctors'  bills,  care 
of  the  sick,  burying  the  dead,  and  the  salary  of 
the  overseer. 

A  portion  of  the  land  in  the  original  pur- 
chase has  been  sold.  100  acres  of  it  is  timber- 
land  lying  in  the  town  of  Hubbardton  ;  and 
the  balance,  160  acres,  called  the  home  farm. 
In  most  cases  it  pays  all  the  expenses  of  the 
poor.  Mr.  Fayette  Barney,  the  present  overseer, 
ha3  occupied  the  position  for  many  years. 

THE  WniPPIKQ  POST 

"Was  an  ancient  institution  of  this,  as  of  other 
towns,  in  the  early  history  of  the  state  ;  but  it 
is  said,  it  was  never  used  for  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  erected. 

HEALTH,  DISEASES,  MORTALITY. 

Castleton  may  be  regarded  as  a  healthy 
township.  In  the  early  settlement,  intermit- 
tent, remittent,  and  inflammatory  fevers  wero 
common — especially  near  the  outlet  of  the 
•lake — but  they  are  now  comparatively  rare. 
Many  of  the  inhabitants  have  lived  to  great 


age,  and  the  bills  of  mortality  compare  favor- 
ably  with  other  parts  of  the  state.  The  aver- 
age number  of  deaths  yearly,  from  1 804  to  181 3, 
was  22  1-2,  and  from  1829  to  1854,  26  3-4.  If 
we  take  into  account  the  increase  of  population, 
the  rate  of  mortality  must  have  been  less  du- 
ring the  latter  period.  The  most  mortal  dis- 
eases have  been  typhoid  pneumonia,  malig- 
nant typhus  and  canker  rash.  These  have  been 
epidemics  at  different  periods.  The  most  mor- 
tal epidemic  was  of  typhoid  pneumouia  in  1813, 
of  which  63  died,  chiefly  adults.  In  1833,  the 
number  of  deaths  was  46.  In  1841,  it  was  66, 
and  in  1 S49,  it  was  49. 

NEWSPAPERS  IN  CASTLETON. 

The  first  newspaper  published  in  this  town, 
was  called  TJte  Vermont  Statesman.  It  was 
commenced  in  1824,  by  Ovid  Miner,  Editor  and 
Proprietor — Whig  in  politics.  Mr.  Miner  re- 
mained but  a  few  years,  and  soon  after  leaving 
Castleton,  entered  the  ministry  in  which  he 
continues  to  this  day.  Under  the  management 
of  different  Editors,  retaining  essentially  the 
same  political  character,  the  Statesman  contin- 
ued till  1855. 

The  Green  Mountain  Eagle  was  established 
about  1S32,  under  the  excitement  of  A  ui- 
Masony.  Judge  Howe  was  probably  the  prime 
mover  and  principal  proprietor  in  the  enter- 
prise. For  a  time  this  paper  had  a  pretty  wide 
circulation,  and  became  an  important  organ  of 
the  Anti-Masonic  party.  Its  existence  term- 
inated with  that  party. 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  BUSINESS  OF  CASTLETON. 

Town  officers,  and  professional  men,  &c, 
1871:  clerk.  C.  M.  Willard ;  overseer  and 
agent,  F.  Barney  ;  treasurer,  Wm.  Moulton  ; 
selectmen.  Seneca  Field,  C.  R.  Farewell,  Wm. 
M.  Bachelder;  justices  of  the  peace.  O.  M. 
Wil!ard,  Chester  Spencer,  Fhilip  Pond,  Fayette 
Barney,  P.W.Hyde;  postmaster  at  C,  Wm. 
Moulton.  at  Hydeville.  R.  W.  Hyde  ;  attorneys, 
C.  M.  Willard,   Bromber,  Clark  ;  phy- 
sicians, Joseph  Perkins,  II.  C.  Atwood.  H.  J. 
Bassett.  Sanford:  dentist,  A.  G.  W.  Smith; 

'clergy,  L.  Francis,  Congregational ;  J.  Philips, 

|  Methodist  Episcopal ;  A  Mathewson.  Advent ; 
H.  L.  Gross,  Baptist ;  Wm.  T.  Ross,  Liberal  ; 
Principal  of  Seminary  and  Normal  School,  R.  G. 
Williams;  merchants,  W.  C.  Guernsey,  Arm- 
strong Bros.,  Adams  and   Pepper ;  druggists, 

;  Northnip  and  Son  ;  grocers,  S.  Proctor.  T. 
P.  Smith,  E.   D.  Billings,  J.   Culver;  flour 

i  dealers,  Langdon  and  Ainsworth  ;  marble 
dealers,  Shcrmam,  Adams  and  Lanedou, 
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S.  M.  D«»rr  and  Son,  Eydeville  Co :  slate  work- 
er*, E.  D.  Billings  and  Co.,  E.  A.  Billings,  For- 
es! ti i 1 1 j i ji j2T  and  slate  Co;  manufacturers,  Bar- 
ren* and  Graves,  agricultural  implements. 

SCHOOL  DISTRICTS. 

Th<»  township  was  divided  into  school  dis- 
tricts in  1785,  but  the  number  of  districts,  at 
that  time,  is  not  given.  In  1804,  we  find  the 
number  to  be  six,  and  the  amount  of  public 
money  received,  $  100. 

Ytur.  Dist.  Scholars.  Amount. 

Initio,    there  were     7,    513,      $  159.S9 
1820,  "  8,    530,  160. 

1830,  "  9,     591,  507. 

1840,  "         10,     596,  561.35 

1850,  w         10,    741,        662  6* 

I860,  "         11,    911,  800.14 

1870,  "         11.  869.50 

There  are  ten  whole  districts  and  two  half 
districts,  divided  with  adjoining  towns;  so 
that  the  two  halves  are  counted  one. 

RUTLAND  COUNTY  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL  AND 
CASTLETON  SEMINARY. 

As  early  as  1786.  it  would  seem,  the  first 
movements  were  made  which  resulted  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  Rutland  County  Grammar 
School  at  Casileton.  Feeling  the  inadequacy 
of  the  district  schools  of  that  day  to  meet  the 
wants  of  their  children,  a  plan  was  devised  to 
erect  a  building  for  a  school  of  higher  order. 
Tertians  there  was  an  eye  to  the  future  gram- 
mar school  in  this  movemont,  yet  the  move- 
ment was  exclusively  by  the  people  of  Castle- 
loo.  They  must  raise  money,  erect  a  building, 
a  id  establish  a  school,  before  they  could 
hope  for  any  State  enactment.  Accordingly  a 
building  was  erected  a  little  to  the  west  of  the 
e  to  of  the  present  Methodist  church,  upon  land 
piven  for  a  school  by  Samuel  •  Moulton,  and  a 
f  hool  commenced.  The  year  following,  applica- 
tion wr>  .nade  to  the  Legislature  of  Vermont  for 
ft  charter ;  but  instead  of  a  charter,  the  Legisla- 
ture passed  an  act  authorizing  the  opening  of  a 
County  Grammar  School  in  the  building  recent- 
ly erected,  called  the  Gambriel-roof  sehool- 
liouse,  in  Castleton;  provided  it  be  done  with- 
out expense  to  the  county.     Here  the  school 

opened,  as  a  Grammar  School,  in  1787. 
The  act  made  no  provision  for  a  corporation ; 
t  1  there  were  efficient    managers,  and  the 
*  aool  was  soon  in  successful  operation,  and 
'  "'tinned  to  prosper  until  the  gambriel-roof 

I'iig  was  consumed  by  fire  about  1800. 
:';  was   founded  one  of  the  earliest  aead- 
'     '  »  in  the  stare  ;  and  it  stands  a  lasting  mon- 
(intent  to  the  enterprise,  liberality  and  wise 
krecait  of  those  early  settlers.    It  is  impossi- 


ble at  this  day  fully  to  estimate  the  effort  r'« 
quired  for  sucli  an  enterprise,  on  the  part  of 
those  who  were  struggling  amid  ihe  emharra^s- 
mer  \  of  a  nevv  settlement.  Yet.  nothing  daunt- 
ed, v  len  the  first  building  was  consumed,  it3 
place  >vas  soon  filled  by  another  and  larger 
i  building:  and  another  appeal  i3  made  to  the 
Legislature  for  a  permanent  charter,  and  with 
better  success. 

Oct.  29,  1805^  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Leg- 
islature, entitled  "  an  act  confirming  a  Grammar 
School  in  the  County  of  Rutland ;"  and  "  the 
Reverend  Elihu  Smith,  the  Honorable  James 
Witherell,  and  Messieurs  Chauncy  Lan<rdon, 
Aruna  W.  Hyde,  Theophilus  Flagg,  Samuel 
Shaw,  James  Gilmore,  Amos  Thompson.  John 
Mason,  Enos  Merrill  and  Isaac  Clark1'  were  con- 
stituted a  board  of  trustees,  with  the  usual 
powers. 

Section  ITT.  of  this  act,  is  in  the  following 
words.  ''  And  it  is  hereby  further  enacted, 
that  the  house  in  Castleton,  in  said  County, 
lately  erectfd  on  the  spot  where  stood  the 
School-house  for  said  County,  which  was  lately 
consumed  by  fire,  be  and  is  hereby  established 
as  a  County  Grammar  School-house  for  said 
County,  so  long  as  the  inhabitants  of  said  Cas- 
tleton shall  keep  the  same  or  any  other  house 
at  the  same  place  in  good  repa;r  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  to  the  acceptance  of  the  County 
Court  of  said  County.'' 

Special  care  was  taken  from  the  first,  that 
the  town  of  Castleton  should  be  responsible  for 
all  the  expenses  of  the  academy.  With  the 
exception  of  a  limited  amount  of  subscriptions 
j  secured  for  the  purchase  of  the  present  building, 
and  the  rent  of  lands  set  apart  for  a  county  gram- 
mar school,  the  entire  expenses  of  the  school 
have  been  mot  by  ihe  inhabitants  of  Castleton. 
The  gross  amount  from  the  beginning,  could  it 
be  ascertained,  would  be  found  surprisingly 
large. 

The  name,  "  Rutland  County  Grammar 
School"  was  chancred  to  "  the  Vermont  Cassical 
n:gh  School,"  by  Legislation  act,  Oct.  29.  1828  : 
and  again  changed  back  to  "  Rutland  County 
Grammar  School,"  Xov.  1,  1S30. 

Rev.  Elihu  Smith  was  the  first  president  of 
the  corporation,  A.  W.  Hyde  first  secretary, 
Enos  Merrill  first  treasurer.  Rollin  C.  Mallory, 
at  that  time  a  resideut  of  Castleton,  was  elect- 
ed a  member  of  tho  corporation  in  1807. 

Rev.  Oliver  Hulbert  was  tho  first  preceptor; 
|  His  term  of  service  was  in  the  old  gambriel- 
roof  school  house,  and  probably  continued  until 
that  bouse  was  burned.  Very  little  is  known 
rsepeetinsr  his  administration;  only  this,  that 
the  school  was  well  sustained,  under  tho  cir- 
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cumstancos.  Mr.  Hurlbert  subsequently  enter- 
ed the  ministry,  and  was  settled  in  Ohio.  R. 
C.  Moulton  was  chosen  preceptor  soon  after 
the  new  building  was  completed. 

"William  Dickinson  was  chosen  preceptor  Sep- 
tember, 1809,  and  continued  till  1810  or '11,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Eleazer  Barrows,  who  remain- 
ed 2  years,  and  was  eminently  popular  and  suc- 
cessful. 

John  L.  Cazier  and  Horace  Belknap  were 
each  of  them  preceptors,  but  it  does  not  appear 
in  what  years,  or  how  long  they  continued. 

In  1815  the  academy  building  was  removed 
back  from  the  street,  so  as  to  make  a  deep 
front  yard,  and  thoroughly  repaired,  involving 
much  expense. 

Rev.  John  Claney,  a  graduate  of  Middlebu- 
ry  College,  was   chosen  preceptor  in  1819. — 
He  remained  but  one  year ;   and,  afrer  com-  j 
pleting  a  course  of  study  at  Andover,  Mass.,  j 
entered  the  ministry,  and  settled  over  the  Pres-  i 
byterian  church  in  Charlton,  N.  T.     He  now 
resides  in  Schenectady. 

Mr.  Henry  Howe  was  chosen  preceptor  in 
1820,  and  his  administration  marks  a  new  era 
of  prosperity  to  the  school.  He  was  chosen 
with  a  view  to  permanency,  and  during  his 
continuance  for  six  years^  the  school  grew  in 
numbers  and  in  prosperity.  He  left  Castleton 
to  take  charge  of  an  academy  in  Canandaigua, 
N.  T.,  where  he  was  a  successful  teacher  for 
many  years,  and  gained  a  wide  reputation. 

Rev.  Edwin  Hall,  D.  D.,  now  president  of 
Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  N.  Y.,  was  the 
immediate  successor  of  Mr.  Howe. 
•  Hon.  Solomon  Footo,  late  Senator  in  Con- 
gres,  was  chosen  preceptor  in  May,  1828.  and 
entered  upon  the  duties  with  energy  and  high 
purpose,  thinking  to  devote  his  life  to  teaching. 
Aided  by  competent  teachers,  the  school  in- 
creased rapidly,  and  the  accommodations  be- 
came too  strait  to  suit  his  aspirations.  He  con- 
ceived the  plan  of  a  high  school  for  lads,  and 
by  his  own  personal  efforts,  aided  by  Mr.  For- 
dice  Warner  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Hyde,  the  large 
building  now  owned  and  occupied  by  the  gram- 
mar school  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $16,000, 
aud  dedicated,  with  an  appropriato  address  by 
Rev.  William  B.  Sprague,  D.  D.,  of  Albanv, 
X.  T. 

This  was  entirely  distinct  from  the  academy, 
the  care  of  which  Mr.  Foote  had  given  up  pre. 
vious  to  the  dedication.  From  this  time  till 
1833,  the  school  was  in  a  transition  state,  and  j 
there  were  frequent  changes  of  principals,  no 
ouo  of  whom  continued  long.    The  obstacles  to 


prosperity  were  serious  ;  and  though  able  men 
were  employed — such  as  Rev.  Trurnan  M.  Post, 
D.  D.,  of  St.  Louis,  and  Hon.  John  Meacham, 
late  representative  in  Congress,  the  institution 
languished.  The  spacious  high  school  building 
standing  unoccupied,  doubtless  had  its  influ- 
ence. 

Mr.  Foote  opened  a  school  for  lads  in  that 
building,  but  not  receiving  the  patronage  he 
had  hoped  for,  did  not  long  continue.  The 
building  fell  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Hyde, 
on  whom  the  pecuniary  responsibility  mainly 
rested.  It  was  no  easy  matter  to  turn  it  to  a 
useful  and  paying  purpose.  It  was  first  tried 
for  a  tavern,  and  then  for  the  use  of  the  Medical 
College;  then  it  was  offered  to  the  Episcopalians, 
and  then  to  the  Baptists  for  a  denominational 
school — all  to  no  purpose.  It  was  just  such  a 
bmlding  as  the  Grammar  School  needed,  but  the 
corporation  had  no  money  to  buy  it.  After  much 
deliberation  the  corporation  decided  to  rent  the 
building  for  four  years,  at  an  annual  rent  of 
$400.,  and  appointed  Rev.  Charles  Walker.  D. 
D.,  then  of  Rutland,  and  Rev.  Lucius  F.  Clark, 
associate  principals. 

This  was  a  new  era  in  the  school.  From 
this  time  it  has  been  a  boarding  as  well  as  a 
day  school,  with  greatly  augmeuted  numbers 
and  reputation.  Within  one  year  the  school 
numbered  about  200  in  attendance.  Mr.  Walk- 
er left  at  the  end  of  one  year,  restored  in  health, 
and  able  to  resume  his  chosen  work  in  the 
ministry,  at  Brattlebor<\  Vt. 

Mr.  Clark  remained  until  18."7,when  he  re- 
signed and  went  to  Knoxville,  Ten.,  as  profess- 
or of  Chemistry  and  Natural  History,  in  the 
University  of  Tennessee,  where  he  died. 

Rev.  Mr.  Meack  was  associated  with  Mr. 
Clark  for  a  time,  and  was  solo  pnncipal^about 
one  year. 

A  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  sen^nary 
building  was  effected  with  Mr.  Hyde  in  March, 
1838,  and  the  building  has  since  been  in  the 
possession  of  the  corporation. 

Rev.  E.  J.  Hallock  succeeded  Mr.  Meack  in 
the  fall  of  1838,  He  did  much  towards  build- 
ins  up  the  institution  ;  and  rendered  important 
service  in  raising  funds  to  cancel  the  debt  for 
the  building,  lie  resigned  in  1856,  and  died 
of  cholera  soon  after,  in  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

Rev.  Azariah  Hyde  of  Benson  was  chosen 
principal  in  IS.jG,  and  remained  2  years.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Mr.  Knowlton,  now  of 
Med  way,  Mass. 

Miss  Harriet  N.  Haskol  was  invited  to  take 
chargo  of  the  seminary,  in  1SG2,  as  lessee  and 
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principal,  and  was  eminently  successful.  At 
th<i  end  of  5  years  she  received  and  accepted  an 
invitation  to  Monticello  seminary,  Godfrey,  111. 

The  two  following  years  were  years  of  de- 
pression, and  the  number  of  scholars  was  great- 
ly reduced.  The  present  principal,  Rev.  R.  G. 
"Williams,  chosen  in  18G9,  is  a  man  whose  attain- 
ments and  large  experience  in  teaching  may  be 
expected  to  raise  the  institution  to  more  than 
its  former  prosperity. 

A  State  Normal  School  is  now  connected 
with  the  seminary. 

The  recent  re-union  of  scholars,  teachers, 
and  friends  of  the  institution  at  Castleton,  Jan. 
29,  1870,  affords  a  happy  illustration  of  the 
deep  and  wide-spread  influence  it  has  exerted. 
There  were  about  500' alumni  present  on  the 
occasion,  gathered  from  all  parts  of  this  State  ; 
and  from  many  other  states.  Few  institutions 
in  N~ew- England  can  boast  a  larger  number  of 
n'umni,  as  widely  scattered  and  influential. 
Thoy  may  be  found  in  nearly  every  state  and 
territory  of  our  own  land,  and  some  in  foreign 
lands.  The  season  referred  to  was  most  delight- 
ful. There  were  happy  greetings,  and  joyful 
reminiseenses,  and  earnest  pledges  of  aid  and 
encouragement  in  days  to  come. 

Before  separating,  the  alumni  formed  an  as- 
sociation, and  adopted  a  constitution  which 
provides  for  annual  meetings,  and  also  for  a 
general  convention  of  alumni  every  5  years. 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  RUTLAND  COUNTY  GRAMMAR 
SCHOOL. 

1805. 


1807. 
1S15. 


1819. 

1  cn2 
1*27. 

1^2*. 

lvV> 
1*81 
1<J5. 


Elihtt  Smith, 

t 

* 

1829. 

James  Witherell 

t 

* 

1819. 

Chauncy  Langdon, 

* 

1 830. 

Arunah  W.  Hyde, 

*• 

1815 

Theophilus  Flagg, 

* 

isos. 

Samuel  Shaw, 

t 

* 

L815. 

James  Gillmore, 

t 

1815. 

Amos  Thompson, 

+ 

* 

1827. 

John  Mason, 

t 
+ 

* 

1837. 

Enos  Merrill, 

+ 

+ 

* 

1858. 

Isaac  Clark, 

* 

1821. 

Rollin  C.  Mallary, 

t 

* 

1819. 

Robert  Temple, 

David  Sanford, 

t 

* 

1838. 

Leonard  E.  Lathrop, 

t 

1828. 

Christopher  M.  Minot, 

t 

1823. 

Selah  Gridley, 

t 

* 

1827. 

Zimri  Howe, 

* 

John  Meaeham, 

t 

* 

18.30 

IL-nr?  Howe, 

t 

18-y,; 

Selah"  II.  -Merrill, 

t 

* 

1*36. 

J anies  Adams, 

t 

* 

18.-6. 

Ezekiel  Buel, 

X 

* 

18.3 

Ovid  Miner, 

t 

1823 

Solomon  Foote, 

+ 

* 

Joseph  Steele, 

t 

1354. 

Joseph  Pr-rkins, 

B.  F.  Langdon, 

* 

1SC2. 

+  * 
+ 

•* 


1845. 
1869. 


1842. 
1869. 

1862. 

1869. 

1869. 


1S69. 


"  Henry  Hodges, 

"  John  Kellogg, 

"  Wrn.  0.  Kittridge, 

"  A.  L.  Brown, 

1835.        Alan<=on  Mitchell, 

Merritt  Clark 
1837.       0.  N.  Dana, 
1S38.       Arunah  W.  Hyde, 
1839.       H.  O.  Hicrley, 

"  Almon  "Warner, 

1851.       Aldace  Walker, 

"  Hyde  VTes=toon, 

"  Azarich  Hvd^, 

Timothy  W.  Rice, 

1855.  Willard  Child, 
1S56.       C.  M.  Willard, 

1856.  B.  F.  Adams, 

"  Carlos  S.  Sherman, 

1863.        Charles  Sheldon, 
1S65.        John  Howe, 
"  Wm.  C.  Guernsey, 

"  Jameg  Adams, 

Lewis  Francis, 
1869.        Chas.  II.  Sheldon, 

Egbert  H.  Armstrong, 
"  Chas.  Langdon, 

Wm.  N.  Bat^helder, 
Pitt  W.  Hyde, 
;,!  Andrew  N.  Adams. 

"  Theodore  M.  Sherman, 

"  Andrew  Clark, 

!  Josiah  N.  North rup, 

"  Hiram  Ains  worth, 

"  Farrand  Parker. 


CASTLETON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

The  first  course  of  medical  lectures  given  in 
Vermont,  was  delivered  in  Castleton,  by  Doc- 
tors Selah  Gridley,  Theodore  Woodward  and 
John  L.  Ca-zier.  commencing  in  March,  1813. 
By  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  Vermont, 
Oct.  20,  1818.  the  charter  of  a  medical  school, 
to  be  called  the  Castleton  Medical  Academy, 
was  granted  to  Selah  Gridely,  Theodore  Wood- 
ward and  their  associates  and  successors.  A 
faculty  was  organized,  and  the  first  course  of 
lecture*?,  under  the-  charter,  commenced  Nov. 
15,  1818.  Oct.  27,  1810,  it  was  ''enacted  by 
the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
that  the  president,  with  the  consent  of  the  pro- 
fessors of  Castleton  Medical  Academy,  shall 
have  power  to  give  and  confer  those  honors 
and  degrees,  which  are  usually  given  in  medi- 
ical  institutions,  on  such  students  of  said  acade- 
my as  they  shall  find  worthy  thereof ."  By  an 
act  of  Nov.  7,  1322,  the  name  of  the  institution 
was  altered  to  "  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Med- 
icine." In  1S20,  a  conventional  connection 
was  formed  between  this  institution  snd  N'id- 
d!eburv  College,  by  which  degrees  of  Doctor 
of  ilediciuo  wero  conferred  on  such  students 

*  Deceased.      f  Removed.      X  Resigned. 
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of  the  institution  as  were  found  worthy.  This 
connection  ceased  in  1827. 

This  institution  owed  its  existence,  and  much 
of  its  prosperity,  to  the  enterprise,  resources 
and  unwearied  exertions  of  Doctors  Griclley 
and  Woodward.  Until  1835,  lectures  were 
given  in  one  annual  lecture  term  of  14  weeks; 
during-  the  years  1835-37,  the  lecture  terms 
•were  semi-annual ;  the  spring  term  commenc- 
ing in  March,  and  the  fail  term  in  August ;  each 
term  being  14  weeks.  Xear  the  anticipated 
opening  of  the  spring  term  of  183S.  the  severe 
indisposition  of  Prof.  Woodward,  which  termin- 
ated his  career  of  usefulness,  and  the  unexpect- 
ed determination  of  two  members  of  the  faculty 
to  engage  in  the  organization  of  a  rival  school, 
and  some  other  unpropitious  events,  served  to 
suspend  the  operations  of  the  school  during  the 
two  following  years. 

In  1830,  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine 
was  reorganized,  and  a  new  faculty  elected,  and 
in  March.  1S40.  the  school  was  re-opened  by  an 
annual  spring  term  of  14  weeks.  After  revers- 
es so  severe,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that 
confidence  and  patronage  would  at  once  be  re- 
gained by  the  institution.  The  anticipations  of 
its  friends,  however,  were  more  than  realized, 
both  in  this  and  the  succeeding  session,  and 
their  efforts  were  unremitted  to  place  the  school 
on  'a  permanent  basis,  with  advantages  equal 
to  any  in  the  country.  Durin°r  the  year  1841, 
the  lecture-rooms  wee  entirely  re-modeled,  so  as 
to  combine  convenience  with  neatness  and  ele- 
gance. The  material  of  the  anatomical  mu- 
seum was  also  much  increased  by  the  accession 
of  Prof.  M'Clintock's  splendid  preparations  and 
paintings;  and  a  new  room  30  feet  by  20  fitted 
up  for  their  accomodation.  Cabinets  of  materia 
mr dica  and  mineralogy  were  added,  also,  in  a 
separate  apartmont. 

By  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  passed 
Oct.,  22.  1841,  the  name  of  the  Vermont  Acad- 
emv  of  Medicine  was  altered  to  the  4,Castleton 
Medical  College,"  which  was  deemed  more  ex- 
pressive of  the  character  and  chartered  priv- 
ileges of  the  school.  Arrangements  were 
made  for  reading  terms  and  private  Letures 
and  recitations,  so  as  to  approximate,  so  far  as 
practicable,  to  the  collegiate  system  of  regular 
recitations  and  instructions.  The  decree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  was  conferred  by  the  presi- 
dent, on  such  candidates  as  were  approved  by 
the  faculty,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  or  at 
such  other  times  as  were  designated  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  faculty. 

During  the  interval  of  the  public  lectures,  in- 


struction was  given  at  the  college  by  the  res- 
ident members  of  the  faculty,  Drs.  M'Clintock, 
Perkins  and  Jarnieson.  This  instruction  con- 
sisted of  reading  and  recitation  by  c'asse*.  and 
a  summer  course  of  lectures  on  the  anatomi- 
cal tissues  and  physiology  ;  botany  and  ind;g- 
enous  materia  medica,  and  chemistry;  also  a 
fall  or  winter  course  on  anatomy  aud  operative 
surgery. 

For  several  years  following  the  re-organ  za- 
tion.  the  college  was  prosperous,  and  the  number 
of  students  equal  if  not  greater  than  in  former 
years.  About  the  year  1854,  Dr.  Perkins  re- 
signed his  place  as  dean  and  professor,  in  con- 
sequence of  some  misunderstanding  with  the 
trustees  and  faculty,  and  removed  his  relation 
to  the  medical  college  at  Burlington.  The  re- 
sult was  disastrous  to  the  college.  An  un- 
pleasant controversy  grew  up,  the  number  of 
students  was  diminished,  others  of  the  faculty 
resigned,  funds  to  sustain  the  institution  were 
wanting,  and  the  whole  was  given  up.  It  i3 
sad  to  think  an  institution  that  had  enjoyed  so 
great  prosperity  for  many  years,  must  cease  to 
I  exist.  From  the  triennial  of  1854,  it  appears 
that  the  total  of  those  who  matriculated  from 
1818  to  1838,  was  2014;  and  of  graduates 
547.  The  number  who  matriculated  from  1S39 
to  1854,  was  2G03,  and  of  those  who  graduated 
804. 

COEPOBATI03T. 


WtdifA.  Exit. 

ISIS,    Pelah  Gridley,  11  P.,  182o. 

Theodore  Woodward,  M.  D.,  1S40. 

T.  P.  Matthews,  A.  M.,  1S20. 

1810,    Hon.  C.  Lan?don,  A.  M.,  1S30. 

Eev.  Elihu  Smith,  A.  M.,  1831. 

Leonard  E.  Lathron,  A.  B.,  1S2°. 

John  Me^chnm,  Esq.,  1*39. 

•*       John  Goodwin,  Esq.,  1S2-5. 
"       Jnmes  Adams,  Esq., 
M       Hon.  Zimri  Howe.  A.  M., 

T.  P.  Batrhelder.  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  1*22. 

1820,    J.  A.  Failup,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  1*24. 

"       Amos  Eaton,  A.  M.,  1*22. 

1822,  Jonathan  Allen,  M,  P.,  1S32. 

1823,  William  Anderson,  M.  D.,  1S24. 
Pev.  Ethan  Smith,  1*27. 
Hon.  C.  K.  Williams,  A.  M\,  1*30 

1825,    Henrv  Howe,  A.  M.,  1827 

1827,  William  Tullv,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  1S39 

1828,  Beni  E.  Lan^don.  A.  M., 
1S2*.    Joseph  Perkins.  M.  P.. 

1830.    Selah  H.  Merrill,  A,  M.,  1839 
1830,    Samuel  Moulton,  Esq.,  1838 
Ezekiel  Buel,  Esq..  1838 
Orlando  N.  Pana,  Esq.,  1*40 


1830,  Jonathan  P.  Woodward,  M.  D, 

"  Chester  Spencer,  Esq., 

"  Aruna  W.  Hyde,  Esq., 

M  M.  G.  Langdon,  Esq., 
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my, 

1-20. 
1824, 
1 S  59, 
1-41. 
1843, 
1*50, 
1S56, 


ISIS, 

1818, 

1818, 

1819, 

1819, 

1320, 

1820, 
1*20, 

1320, 

1822, 
1822, 

1824, 

1825; 
1S2»3, 

1826, 
1^23, 

1533,' 

1835, 

1S39, 

1339. 

1839, 
1839 
1839| 

1841, 

1841, 

1841, 

1341, 

IS41, 

1*11-. 
I'll. 
1M2. 
Hid. 


Oliver  Harris,  Esq., 
Timothy  W.  Rice,  Esq. 

PRESIDENTS. 

Selah  Gridley,  A.  M.,  M.  D  ,  1819 

J.  P.  Bate  .elder,  A.  M.,  M  D.,  1820 

Josenh  A  Gallup,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  1S23 

William  Tully,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  1839. 

Horace  Green.  M.  D.,  1841. 

James  M'Ciintock,  M.  D.,  1843. 

Joseph  Perkins,  M.  D.,  1850. 
William  Sweetser,  M.  D., 
Corydon  L.  Ford. 

PEOFESSOES. 

Selah  Gridley,  Theory  and  prac- 
tice of  Medicine  and  Materia 
Medica.  1820. 

Theo.  Woodward,  Surgery  and 

Obstetrics.  1839. 
L.  Leronte  Cazrie,  A.  M.,  Chem. 

Anat  and  Phys.  1819 
Thos.  P.  Matthews,  A.  M.,  Chem. 

Anat.  and  Phys.  1820. 
John  P.  Batchelder,  M.  D  ,  Anat. 

and  Phvs.  1822. 
Selah  Gridley,  Clin.  Prac.  and 

Med.  Juris  1824 
Thos.  P.  Matthews,  Chem.  1821. 
Amos  Eaton,   Bot.,  Chem.  and 

Nat,  Phil.  1826. 
Joseph   A.   Gallun,  Theo.  and 

Prac.  and  Mat.  Med.  1823. 
Wm.  Anderson,  Anat.  and  Phys.  1S24. 
Jonathan  Allen,  Mat.  Med.  and 

Pharmacy.  1829. 
Win.  Tully,  Theo.  and  Prac.  and 

Med.  Juris.  1839. 
Alden  Marsh,  Anat.  and  Phys.  1835. 
Lewis    C.    Beck,  Botany  *  and 

Chem.  "  1832 

Amos  Eaton,  vat.  Phil.  1828. 
Solomon  Foote.  Nat.  Phil.  1S33. 
John  D'Wolf,  Chem.  and  Nat, 

Phil.  1839. 
Jam -a    II.  Armsby,  Anat.  and 

Phys.  1839. 
Horace  Green,  Theo.  and  Prac. 

of  Physic.  1841. 
Joseph  Perkins,  Mat.  Med.  and 

Obstetrics. 
James  Hartley ,  Chem.  and  Phar.  1841. 
Robert  NeI=on.  .Anat.  and  Phys.  1840, 
James  Bryan,  Surgery  and  Med. 

Juris.  1841. 
James  M'Clintock,  Gen.,  Special 

and  Surg.  Anat. 
Frank  H.  Hamilton,  Prin.  and 

Prac.  of  Surg. 
C  L.  Mitchell,  Phy.Gen.  Pathol. 

and  Opera.  Obstet 
David  M.  Ruse,  Theo.  and  Prac. 

of  Med. 

Wm.    C.    Wallace,  Opthalmic 

Anat.  and  Surg. 
Wm.  Mather,  Chem.  and  Phar. 
Win.  Eusselj  Med.  Juris. 
Alfred  C.  Post,  Opthaimia  Surg. 
"  Surs. 


1812,    Ezra  S.  Carr,  Chem,  Phys.  and 
Nat.  Hist. 

1843,  Samuel  Parkman,  Descriptive  and 

Surg.  Anat. 

1845,  Middleton  Goldsmith,  Prin.  and 

Prac.  of  Surg. 
1S46,    Thomas  M.  Markoe,  Des.  and 
Surg.  Anat. 

1844,  Solomon  Foote,  Med.  Juris. 

1846,  Wm.  C.  Kittridge,  Med.  Juris. 
1849,    Corvdon    La  Ford,   Anat.  and 

Phvs. 

1853,    George  Hadley,  Chem.  and  Nat. 
Prist. 

1857,    Adrian  T.  Woodward. 

1857,  Albert  Smith. 

1858,  Win.  P.  Sevmour, 
1858,    E.  R.  Sanborn. 

COLLEGE  GRADUATES, 

Who  were  residents  of  Castlcton  :  James  K. 
Guernsey,  grad.  at  Dartmouth  ;   Selah  H.  Mer- 
rill, grad.  at  Middlebury,  1813;    Leonard  E. 
Lathrop,  grad.  at  Mid.  1815,  and  received  the 
Honorary  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Geneva,  in 
1840 — minister  of  the  gospel,  settled  in  Auburn 
N.  Y.     Jonathan  C.  Southmayd,  grad.  at  Mid. 
1817 — minister  of  the  gospel,  but  devoted  his 
life  mainly  to  teaching — preceptor  of  the  acade- 
my at  Montpelier  for  several  years;   died  at 
Sutherland  Falls.    Benjamin  F.  Langdon.  grad. 
at  Union  Col.,  in  1818,  practiced  law  in  Castle- 
ton.     Alvin  H.  Parker,  grad.  at  Mid.  1820, 
became  a  minister  of  the  gospel  and  settled 
near  Philadelphia,    Daniel  S.  Southmayd,  grad. 
at  Mid.  1822 — became  a  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel, settled  first  in  Concord,  Mass.,  then  in  Tex- 
as, where  he  died.     Julian  G.  Buel,  grad.  at 
Mid.  1823;  lawyer,  resided  in  Castleton ;  went 
to  Georgia  on  account  of  ill  health,  and  died 
there  in  1834.     Harvey  O.  Higley.  grad.  at 
Mid.  1825  ;   minister  of  the  gospel,  preached 
several  years  in  Ohio ;    resides  at  present  in 
Castleton.    Nelson  Higley,  grad.  at  Mid.  1S26  ; 
minister  of  the  gospel ;  died  at  Castletou,  1831. 
Alexander  W.  Buel,  grad.  Mid.  1830  ;  lawyer, 
settled  in  Detroit,  Mich. — member  of  Congress. 
Edwin  Hoit,  grad.  Mid.  1835;  minister  in  the 
Advent  church,  lives  in  Michigan.     John  E. 
Cla?horn,  grad.  Mid.  1836;  and  Auburn  theoL 
sem;  minister  of  the  gospel,  died  at  Castleton, 
1847.  aged  36  years.   Julian  M.  Loveland,  grad. 
Mid.  1S41  ;  resides  in  Castleton.    George  X. 
Boardman,  crrad.  Mid.  1847  ;  prof  in  Mid.  Col., 
pastor  at  Bin^hampton,  X.  Y.  ;  received  honor- 
ary title  D.  D.  from  Burlington,  Vt    Is  now 
proff.  of  systematic  theology,  in  the  Chicago 
Thoolo.  Seminary. 

Eleazer  Sherman,  grad.  Mid.  1819;  lawyer 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo.     Allen  P.  Xorthrup,  grad. 
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Mid.  1851;  teacher  at  Flushing,  Long-Island. 
Francis  Dake,  grad.  Mid.  1847.  Selah  Gridley 
Perkins,  grad.  Union  Col.  1852.  Henry  May- 
nard,  grad.  Mid.  1852 — lawyer,  resides  at  Mar- 
quet,  Wis.  John  Howe,  grad.  at  Mid.  1852  ; 
lawyer  at  Castletou — now  resides  in  Florida. 
Edward  P.  Hooker,  grad.  Mid.  1855;  minister 
of  the  gospel — settled  in  Medway,  Mass.,  and 
now  at  Middlebury,  Vt.  Henry  P.  Higley, 
grad.  Mid.  18G0  ;  and  Auburn  Theo.  Sem — min- 
ister of  the  gospel  at  Beloit,  Wis.  Samuel  L. 
Miner,  grad.  at  Mid.  1SC0  ;  teacher  at  Cincin- 
nati, 0.  Joseph  B.  Steele,  grad.  at  Mid.  1S60  • 
minister  of  the  gospel — resides  at  Middlebury. 
C.  G-  .Steel,  grad.  at  Mid.  1S60  :  resides  at 
Middlebury.  Rufus  Cushman  Flagg,  graduated 
1869.  John  Horr,  graduate  of  Harvard,  and 
for  many  year3  a  distinguished  teacher  at 
Brookline,  Mass.  Charles  Langdon,  grad.  at 
Williams,  1854  ;  lawyer  and  marble  dealer,  re- 
sides at  Castleton.  Edwin  H.  Higley,  grad. 
at  Mid.  1868;  teacher  of  music — resides  in 
Boston.  Alfred  E.  Higley,  grad.  at  Mid.  186S  ; 
farmer — resides  in  Castleton. 

Of  these  thirty-one  graduates,  fifteen  entered 
the  ministry,  eight  the  profession  of  law,  two 
have  devoted  themselves  to  teaching,  and  five 
have  been  engaged  in  different  kinds  of  active 
business.  Beside  these  five  entered  the  minis- 
try without  a  collegiate  education,  viz. : 

Rev.  Stephen  Rodgers;  settled  in  Bradford, 
and  also  in  Westmoreland,  X.  EL  Shermon 
Kellogg ;  settled  in  Orwell,  and  afterward  in 
Montpelier;  died  at  the  West.  William  C. 
Denison  preached  several  years  in  Hubbard- 
ton,  then  in  Dexter,  Mich.,  and  in  Prescot, 
Wis;  now  lives  in  Lawton,  Mich.  Frauds  C. 
Denison,  was  liceused  to  preach,  but  lias  devo- 
ted his  efforts  to  other  pursuits.  Horace  B. 
Chapin. 

The  following  persons,  residents  of  Castleton 
have  graduated  at  Castleton  Medical  College. 
Hinman  Griswold,  Mose  Hoit,  Asahel  Hough- 
ton, Francis  C.  Harrison,  Lester  Kingsley,  Elisha 
S.  Kellogg,  Frank  S.  Low,  James  M'Kee,  Charles 
C.  Nicols,  Joseph  Perkins,  David  Palmer,  Ash- 
bel  S.  Pirkin,  Stephen  Brownson,  Josiah  H. 
Brown,  Henry  S.  Buel,  George  Bliss,  William 
C.  Benton,  Luther  L  Doming,  Horace  R.  Pond, 
Selah  G.  Perkins,  Guy  B.  Shepard.  James  San- 
ford,  George  P.  Spencer.  George  Tuttle,  Jona- 
than D.  Woodward,  R.  C.  M.  Woodward,  Har- 
rey  B.  Woodward,  Adrian  T.  Woodward, 
Joseph  Warner,  Hoit  C.  Stevens,  William  C. 
Perkins,  J.  II.  Steelo-32. 

Dr.  Wolcot  was  a  practicing  physician  at 


PHYSICIANS. 

Castleton  previous  to  1790:  but  how  long  he 
remained  is  not  known.  Dr.  Samuel  Siiaw 
was  a  practicing  physician  as  early  as  17 HO, 
and  was  celebrated  both  as  a  physician  and. 
surgeon.  Ho  was  also  a  prominent  politician, 
and  a  member  of  Congress. 

Dr.  Selah  Gridley  commenced  practice  in 
1795,  and  did  a  large  business  for  many  years. 
He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Castleton  Med- 
ical College. 

Dr.  Theodore  Woodward  began  business 
in  1812.  He  was  a  man  of  much  more  than 
ordinary  talent,  and  was  distinguished  as  a  phy- 
sician and  surgeon.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
find  his  equal  for  skill  and  acuteuess  in  exam- 
ining a  patient ;  and  in  determining  the  nature 
and  location  of  diseases.  He  was  one  of  the 
prime  movers  of  the  Medical  College  at  Castle- 
ton, of  which  he  was  for  many  years  the  presi- 
dent, and  in  which  he  was  a  distinguished 
lecturer. 

Dr.  Joseph  Perkixs,  (grad.  Cas.  Med.  Col., 
1830),  began  business  the  same  year,  and  is 
still  in  extensive  and  successful  practice.  He 
ranks  among  the  leading  physicians  of  his  day, 
and  is  deservedly  celebrated  as  a  practitioner. 
Through  his  influence  and  active  exertions  the 
Medical  College  was  revived,  after  two  or  three 
years  suspension,  consequent  upon  Dr.  Wood- 
ward's failure  of  health,  and  regained  its  form- 
er measure  of  prosperity.  For  several  years 
Dr.  Perkins  was  its  president,  and  a  prominent 
lecturer. 

In  consequence  of  differences  among  the 
faculty,  Dr.  Perkins  resigned  his  position,  and 
joined  his  interests  with  the  Medical  College  at 
Burlington. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Woodward,  (grad.  Cas.  Med.  Col., 
1824).  practiced  from  1824  to  18G9,  the  year  of 
his  death. 

Dr.  A.  G.  W.  Smith,  (grad.  Cas.  Med.  Col., 
1824),  physician  and  dentist,  commenced  busi- 
ness in  Castleton  in  1S29,  and  still  continues; 
devoting  a  largo  portion  of  his  time  at  present 
to  farming. 

Dr.  Josiah  Northrop,  (grad.  at  Cas.  Med.  Col., 
1841,)  physician  and  druggist,  established  in 
1841,  and  still  continues.  He  and  his  son  Hen- 
ry Xorthrup  have  an  extensive  drug-siore,  and 
are  doing  a  prosperous  business. 

Dr.  Henry  F.  Smith  graduated  at  Albany  in 
1S55  ;  practiced  a  short  time  in  Castleton :  di- 
ed in  1870. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Atwood,  (grad.  Cas.  Med.  CoL  1S56), 
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»,»tiled  first  in  Salisbury — is  now  practising  in 
Cattle  ton. 

Dr.  Jas.  Sanford,  a  native  of  Castleton,  grad- 
uated at  Cas.  Med.  College,  in  1840,  and  set- 
tled in  Fairhaven,  now  resides  in  Ca3tleton. 

De.  S.  Gridley-  Perkins,  a  native  of  Cas- 
tleton, son  of  Dr.  Joseph — born  Nov.  11,  1826, 
graduated  at  Union  College  in  1S46,  and  at  Cas. 
Med.  Col.  in  1851.  He  possessed  a  brilliant, 
active  mind,  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  with  zeal  and  success.  Early  in  the 
late  war  he  enlisted,  and  was  captain  of  a  com- 
pany of  cavalry.  He  was  killed  at  Ashley's 
Gap,  after  the  battle  of  Antietam,  when  leading 
&  charge  against  the  enemy,  Sept.  22,  1862. 
His  remains  were  brought  to  Castleton  and  in- 
terred in  the  public  cemetery. 

LAWYERS. 

Hoy.  Chatjncy  Laxgdon*  bore  a  prominent 
part  among  the  professional  men  who  located 
at  Castleton.  He  was  born  in  Farmington,  Ct. 
in  1764 — graduated  at  Tale  college  in  1792 — 
studied  law  with  Judge  Gilbert  of  Hebron.  Ct. ; 
came  to  Vermont  immediately  and  settled  in 
Castleton,  where  he  resided  until  his  death. 

He  at  once  identified  himself  with  the  inter- 
ests of  this  town,  county  and  State,  and  was 
oftentimes  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  with 
important  and  varied  offices.  In  politics  he 
was  ever  a  staunch  whip:,  and  bore  a  promin- 
ent part  in  the  excited  political  strifes  of  the 
early  days.  In  1789  and  1 800  he  was  judge  of 
probate  for  the  district  of  Fairhaven.  He  was 
elected  one  of  the  trustees  of  Middlebury  Col- 
lecre  in  1811.  and  remained  a  member  of  that 
board  until  his  death.  He  was  a  member  of 
Congress  in  1815  and  '16.  At  the  time  of  his 
d'\ath  he  was  one  of  the  councillors  of  the  State, 
and  had  been  for  a  number  of  years,  a  distin- 
guished member  of  that  body.  In  his  own 
town  he  was  active  and  liberal  in  promoting 
the  interest  of  the  town.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church  from  an  early 
day,  and  was  ready  at  all  times  to  bear  his  part 
riot  only  in  sustaining  the  institutions  of  reli- 
gion, but  also  in  social  and  public  meetings. 
IT"  was  a  life-member,  by  his  own  contributions, 
of  all  the  important  benevolent  societies  of  the 
Ptate  ;  and  was  especially  interested  in  the  Yt. 
l3:blo  Society,  of  which  he  was  for  years  the 
honored  president.  In  the  obituary  notice  of 
hioj  hQ  is  thus  spoken  of: 

_  "  By  indefatigable  industry,  directed  by  cm- 
inpnt  professional  attainments,  he  acquired  and 
■jwtnined  throusrh  life  an  elevated  standing  at 
u*o  bur.    By  inflexible  integrity  in  every  sta- 


tion to  which  he  has  been  called  by  the  voice 
of  his  fellow-citizens,  he  acquired  a  reputation 
truly  enviable,  and  which  will  be  long  cherish- 
ed with  honest  pride  by  his  numerous  f  iends. 
To  the  members  of  the  profession  to  which  ho 
belonged,  he  has  left  an  example  of  unyieldins 
integrity,  persevering  diligence  and  pr 
discretion,  worthy  of  their  highest  respect  and 
imitation." 

He  died  at  Castleton  in  July,  1S30,  aged  66. 

HOS.  ROLLIN  C.  MALLORY 

"Was  born  at  Cheshire,  Ct,  May  27,  1784,  where 
he  resided  until  '95,  when  he  came  with  bis 
parents  to  Poultney,  in  this  State.  He  gradu- 
ated at  Middlebury  College  in  1801,  previous  to 
which  time  he  had  commenced  his  professional 
studies,  in  which  he  made  such  proficiencv, 
that  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  this  County 
in  March,  1807.  In  the  succeeding  October  he 
was  appointed  by  Gov.  Smith  secretary  of  the 
Governor  and  Council;  and  he  afterwards  re- 
ceived the  same  appointment  from  Gov.  Galu- 
sha  for  the  years  1809,  '10,  11  and  '12;  and 
also  for  1815,  '16,  '17,  '18  and  '19.  He  was 
soon  ranked  among  the  leading  lawyers  of  the 
county,  and  held  the  office  of  State's  attorney 
during  the  years  1811,  '12  and  '13,  and  subse- 
quently in  1816.  In  1819  Mr.  Mallory  was 
brought  forward  by  his  friends  as  a  candidate 
for  Congress,  and  he  received  a  hearty  support ; 
but  owing  to  the  votes  of  several  of  the  towns 
not  being  returned  early  enough  to  be  counted, 
Mr.  O.  C.  Merrill  of  Bennington,  »be  member  of 
the  preceding  congress,  appeared  to  have  the 
greater  number  of  votes,  and  was  declared  elect- 
ed. It  was  soon  ascertained  that  the  votes 
which  were  not  returned,  would  have  varied 
the  result;  and,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
ensuing  session  of  Congress  Mr.  Mallory 
brought  these  facts  to  the  notice  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  claimed  the  seat  to 
which  Mr.  Merrill  had  been  returned.  In  this 
effort  he  was  successful,  and  he  was  permitted 
to  take  his  seat  on  the  13th  of  Jan..  1820. 

The  ability  and  fidelity  with  which  he  exe- 
cuted his  trust,  appears  from  the  six  successive 
re-elections  which  he  received,  and  under  which 
ho  continued  to  serve  his  constituents  until  his 
death.    He  was  a  strong  friend  and  advocate 
of  tho  protective  system.     At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  20th  -Congress  he  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  committee  on  manufactures,  and 
as  its  chairman  reported  the  tar'.u  of  1S28,  and 
by  his  exertions  on  tho  floor  of  the  House 
I  contributed  much,  to  secure  its  passage,  Mr. 
I  Mallory  settled  in  Castleton,  and  lived  there  until 
!  about  tho  time  of  his  going  to  Congress.  He 
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married  a  daughter  of  Esq.  Stanly  of  Poultney,  I 
■which  accounts,  probably,  for  his  removal  to 
that  town. 

He  died  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  while  on  his  re- 
turn from  Washington,  April  15.  1831.  His 
remains  were  brought  to  Poultney,  where  they 
were  interred,  and  a  marble  monument  was 
subsequently  erected  over  them  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  of  which  he  was  so  distinguished 
an  ornament 

[See  biography  of  Mr.  Mallory  in  the  history 
of  Poultney,  this  volume. — Ed  ] 

ROBERT  TEMPLE 

"Was  a  native  of  Braintee.  Mass.,  born  in  1183  ; 
studied  law  with  Hon.  0.  Langdon — admitted 
1804:  married  and  settled  in  Castleton.  After- 
ward removed  to  Rutland  where  he  died  in 
1834,  aged  51.  He  was  clerk  of  the  county 
court  from  1803  to  1820. 

LEONARD  E.  LATHROP 

Was  born  in  Hebron,  Ct.,  in  1772  ;  grad.  at 
Yale  College  in  17S7— studied  law  in  Tolland, 
Ct..  settled  in  Castleton  in  180G — removed  to 
New-York  1834;  died,  1840; 

Hoy.  ZniRi  Howe  was  born  in  Poultney  in 
1786,  grad.  at  Middlebury  College  in  1810 — 
studied  law  with  Judge  Seymour  of  Middle 
bury,  admitted  in  1813,  and  settled  in  Castle- 
ton and  followed  the  practice  of  the  law  till 
his  death,  in  18G3.  Judge  Howe  was  an  ac- 
tive and  useful  member  of  society.  Possessed 
of  a  large  measure  of  public  spirit,  he  devised 
measures  for  the  good  of  the  town,  and  follow- 
owed  up  his  plans  with  great  perseverance. 
He  stood  firmly  on  the  side  of  good  order,  mor- 
rality  and  religion.  His  influence  was  felt  in 
the  church  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  in 
the  religious  society.  He  was  elected  a  trustee 
of  the  Rutland  Co.  Gram.  School  in  1819,  and 
from  that  time  was  one  of  its  most  active 
members,  and  eminently  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Academy.  He  also  took  great 
interest  in  the  common  schools,  which  ho  visit- 
ed often,  not  officially,  but  as  a  friend  to  ed- 
ucation. In  1840,  he  became  a  member  of 
the  corporation  of  Middlebury  College,  which 
place  he  faithfully  occupied  until  his  death. 
The  Temperance  cause  owned  him  as  a  pion- 
eer, and  a  persistent  advocate  at  all  times,  and 
by  all  the  means  in  his  power.  The  various 
beuovolont  societies  found  in  him  a  friend  and 
supporter,  as  well  as  a  valuable  presiding  of- 
ficer. He  was  State  Senator  in  1836  and  '37. 
and  one  of  the  assistant  judges  of  the  county 
court  from  1830  to  '44.  He  died  at  Castleton, 
in  18 02,  aged  77  years. 


[Judge  liowe  was  a  subscriber  to  this  work 
till  the  time  of  his  death,  and  had  early  en- 
gaged to  prepare  the  history  of  Castleton  for 
the  same,  but  died  before  he  had  commenced 
his  intended  historical  commemoration  of  his 
adopted  town. — Ed.] 

Noaii  Hoit,  Esq.,  was  born  at  Castleton  in 
1794  ;  studied  law  with  Hon.C.  Lanjrdon.  admit- 
ted in  1816 — retired  from  practice  in  1817.  and 
made  farming  his  business  through  life.  He 
died  at  Castleten  in  1868. 

Selah  H.  Merrill  Esq.,  was  born  in  Cas- 
tleton in  1795;  grad.  at  Mid,  College  in-  1813; 
studied  law  with  Hon.  C.  Langdon  ;  admitted 
1816 — died  1S36,  aged  41.  Mr.  Merrill  possess- 
ed more  than  ordinary  talent,  and  stooH  high 
in  his  profession.  He  was  register  of  probate 
from  1830  to  '39 — State's  attorney  from  1830  to 
'35,  and  a  member  of  the  corporation  of  Rut. 
Co.  Gram.  School  from  1826  until  his  death. 

HON.  ALMON  WARNER 

Was  born  at  Poultney  in  1792,  grad.  at  the  Yt. 
University  in  1814;  studied  law  with  C.  P. 
Van  Ness  ;  admitted  to  Rut.  Co.  bar  in  1825  ; 
located  in  Poultney — removed  to  Castleton  in 
1831,  register  of  probate  from  !24to  '29  and 
judge  of  probate  from  '31  until  his  death,  in  '61. 

Lorenzo  M.  Mason*,  Esq.,  was  born  at  Cas- 
tleton in  1809;  studied  law  with  S.  H.  Merrill 
— admitted  in  '31 — removed  to  Michigan  in 
1835;  now  lives  in  Detroit. 

From  Obituary  Notices. 

HON".  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  LANGDON, 

Eldest  son  of  Chauncy  and  Lucy  Langdon,  was 
born  in  Castleton,  Oct.  12,  1708;  graduated  at 
Union  College  in  1818,  and  at  the  Law  School 
in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  in  1>20.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Rutland  County  in  1821,  and 
practised  the  profession  of  law  until  his  death. 
In  1837  he  was  appointed  register  of  probate  for 
the  district  of  Fairhaven,  which  he  held  until 
1845.  In  1843,  he  was  elected  to  represeut 
his  native  town  in  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion called  to  meet  that  year.  In  1852,  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  judges  of  the  county  court, 
which  office  he  retained  until  1855.  He  was  a 
director  of  the  bank  of  Rutland  from  January, 
1840,  until  his  death.  As  a  lawyer  he  was 
well  read  and  a  safe  counsellor,  and  in  the  full 
sense  of  the  term,  a  gentleman.  For  the  insti- 
tutions of  learning  in  Castleton  he  manifested 
I  great  interest,  anil  was  a  liberal 'supporter  of 
|  the  Seminary  and  Medical  College  of  which  he 
was  a  trustee.  Mr.  Langdon  died  May,  31, 
18H2,  aged  64  years.  He  had  a  family  of  10 
children,  1  of  whom  survived  childiiood. 
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UOV.  ISAAC  T.  WRIGHT 

Was  born  in  Pownal.  1309;  studied  law  with 
B.  F.  Lansrdon — admitted  in  1832  ;  practised 
his  profession  at  Castleton  until  his  death  in 
1S02.  He  was  one  of  the  assistant  judges  of 
the  county  court,  and  represented  the  town  in 
the  State  Legislature  in  1859  and  '60. 

Julian*  G.  Buel  was  born  in  Poultney,  in 
1804— grad.  at  Middlebury  College  in  1823  ; 
studied  law  with  Hon.  C.  Langdon — admitted 
in  1833;  removed  to  Georgia  in  1834,  and  died 
there  the  same  year,  aged  30. 


HON.  C.  M.  WILL  A.RD 

Was  born  in  Pawlet  in  1820;  studied  law 
with  G.  W.  Herraon— admitted  in  1S42.  and  ! 
settled  in  Fairhaven,  from  which  place  he  re- 
moved to  Castleton  in  1854,  where  he  still 
resides,  and  has  held  the  office  of  probate  judge 
from  18G1  to  the  present  year.  1871:  cashier 
of  Castleton  bank  from  1854  to  '57. 

RELIGIOUS  HISTORY. 

First  ministers.  The  names  of  a  few  only  of 
those  who  preached  in  Castleton  in  the  early 
days  have  been  preserved.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Camp  was  hired  to  preach  for  a  time  in  1775, 
perhaps  the  first  preacher  employed.  Other 
ministers  labored  here  in  the  fallowing  years,  but 
their  names  are  lost.  The  first  town-meeting 
at  which  action  was  taken  to  secure  preach- 
ing— so  far  as  appears  from  the  records — was 
held  Jan.  1,  1781 ;  at  which  Benjamin  Hitch- 
cock, Jonathan  Gilmore,  Brewster  Hiarley, 
Jesse  Belknap  and  Perez  Sturtevant  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  employ  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Everett  to  preach  and  labor  among  them  as  a 
gospel  minister. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting,  Feb.  13,  of  the 
Bame  year,  voted  "  To  pav  Mr.  Everett  seventeen 
shillings  per  Sabbath,  exclusive  of  horse  keep- 
ing and  board."  Nov.  13  of  the  same  year, 
voted  M  to  raise  the  monev  to  pay  Mr.  Rverett 
according  to  their  several  lists."  Also  voted 
"to  continue  the  old  committee,  and  to  employ 
Mr.  Everett  again,  if  he  returns."  It  is  not 
known  whether  he  returned. 

At  a  leral  m*p»insr.  Sep.  12,  1783.  the  town 
"voted  thru  this  moping  will  do  something  ' 
with  reenrd  to   procuring  preaching  for  the! 
town     Toted  and  chose  a  committee  of  three 
for  the  purpose,  viz.  Cnp.  Joseph  Woodward, 
William  Wooleott  and  Col.  Isaac  Clark. 

"  Al^o,  chose  a  committee  of  three,  to  dis- 
pose of  money  forth**  purpose  of  reaching  a  sink- 
ing school,  Viz.,  William  Woolc  »tt,  Alpheus 
Hall  and  Brewster  Higfley.    Voted  a  tax  of  one  j 
Penny  on  the  p<5und,  on  the  list  17S3  fur  the' 


purpose  of  supporting  a  sinjring-school.  At  a 
regular  meeting  Oct.  15,  1783. 

''The  town  voted  to  raise  a  rare  of  five 
pence  per  pound  on  the  grand  list  of  1783  to 
hire  preaching  for  the  future." 

And  yet  no  church  had  been  formed,  and  no 
mention  had  been  made  in  the  records  of  any 
religious  denominntion.  The  interest  manifest- 
ed was  the  fruit  of  early  education,  and  their 
own  convictions  of  the  importance  of  religiou3 
institutions.  As  most  of  the  inhabitants  were 
from  Connecticut,  it  is  probable  they  had  a 
preference  for  the  Congregational  doctrines  and 
modes  of  worship  ;  yet  the  question  of  denomi- 
nation seems  not  to  have  been  agitated. 

Early  in  1784,  measures  were  taken  to  pre- 
pare a  place  for  public  worship.  Too  weak  as 
yet  to  build  a  house  for  this  purpose,  they  fit- 
ted up  the  building  which  had  been  used  for  a 
store-house  for  the  garrison  during  the  war. 
Here  they  met  for  worship  about  6  years  :  the 
town  being  the  only  religious  society  ;  perform- 
ing all  the  functions  of  such  a  society;  appoint- 
ing committees,  raising  taxes  and  hiring  min- 
isters. 

The  year  1784,  is  memorable  by  reason  of  an 
interesting  revival  of  religion,  extending  to  ail 
parts  of  the  township;  which  greatly  cheered 
this  young  church  in  the  wilderness,  and  add- 
ed many  to  their  number.  Rev.  Jacob  Wood 
was  laboring  here  at  the  time,  and  was  the  ac- 
tive instrument  in  laying  the  foundations  of  the 
church.  The  Congregational  church  was  or- 
ganized by  Rev.  Job  Swift  of  Bennington  in 
the  autumn  of  this  year,  consisting  of  9  male 
and  9  female  members.  The  names  of  this 
little  band,  organized  in  the  wilderness^  in  the 
day  of  small  things,  are  worthy  of  record. 
The  handful  of  corn  has  produced  an  abund- 
ant harvest.  Hundreds  of  redeemed  souls  will 
rise  up  and  call  them  blessed. 

LIST  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  CHUKCu. 

Nehemiah  TToit,  George  Foot,  G^rshom 
Lake,  Abij  ah  Warren,  Joseph  Woodward, 
Benjamin  Carver,  Ephraim  Buel,  Per^z  Stur- 
d«vant,  Je3se  Belknap,  Sarah  Hoit,  Wealthy 
Foot,  Rebecca  Moulton,  Mary  Woodward, 
Rachel  Moulton,  Elizabeth  Carver.  Amy 
Ilickok,  Mercy  Sturdevant,  Joanna  Pond, 

There  seems  to  have  been  great  harmony 
in  religious  matters  uutil  1786,  when  a  vote 
to  build  a  meeting-house  was  passed  by  the 
town.  That  which  should  have  constituted 
a  bond  of  union,  by  reason  of  conflicting 
views  and  interests,  became  an  apple  of  dis- 
cord.   The  location  of  the  house  was  tho  chief 
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bone  of  contention.  Doubtless  there  were 
other  issues. 

The  first  vote  of  the  town,  on  this  subject, 
passed  Apr.  11,  1786,  was  "  to  build  a  meet- 
ing-house to  be  located  within  1-i  rods  of  the 
old  one,"*  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
"stick  the  stake."  If  that  committee  did 
"  stick  the  stake,"  it  did  not  stay.  Another 
meeting  was  held,  and  another  committee 
appointed — and  so  committee  after  committee 
until  Dec.  1787,  when  the  question  was  final- 
ly settled,  and  the  "stake  stuck,"  within  the 
limits  of  the  present  village ;  about  one-fourth 
of  a  mile  from  the  "  old-house." 

A  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  ap- 
proved, or  at  least  acquiesced  in  the  location. 
About  this  time,  we  find  numerous  certificates 
of  connection  with  other  religious  denomina- 
tions upon  the  records,  indicating  dissatis- 
faction, and  a  purpose  no  longer  to  join 
harmoniously  in  one  place  of  worship.  And 
yet  for  more  than  thirty  years  after  there  was 
but  one  meeting-house  in  the  township,  and 
but  one  organized  religious  society. 

The  house  for  which  the  "  stake  "  was  now 
"  stuck,"  was  the  first  house  erected  for  the 
worship  of  God,  and  stood  in  front  of  the  old 
burying-ground  near  the  east  end  of  the  vil 
lage.  The  frame  was  erected,  and  the  build- 
ing enclosed  in  1790,  but  it  was  unfinished 
within,  and  but  partially  glazed. 

MEETING  OF  THE  LEGISLATURE. 

The  same  year  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
held  its  session  in  it.  Whnt  a  contrast  both 
in  comfort  and  elegance  to  the  present  noble 
Caprtbl !  It  was  not  only  uninviting,  but 
insecure.  The  frame  indeed  was  strong,  the 
timber  oak  for  the  most  part,  and  well  put 
together;  and  enough  of  it  for  two  or  three 
houses  of  modern  construction  ;  but  through 
some  neglect  to  underprop  the  lower  timbers 
in  the  center  of  the  house;  during  the  exer- 
cises of  the  election  sermon,  when  the  house 
was  densely  filled,  the  center  of  the  house 
gave  way,  so  that  the  floor  settled  two  or 
three  feet.  Tiie  alarm  was  great.  Some  of 
the  crowd  leaped  through  the  windows,  some  I 
shrieked,  some  fainted,  some  pressed  for  the 
doors.  The  true  state  of  the  case,  however, 
was  soon  discovered,  and  order  restored. 
Fortunately  no  one  was  seriously  injured.  { 

The  building  remained  in  an  unfinishe  1  and  ! 
dilapidated  state  for  6  years.    In  1796,  it  was 

*T)i«  "old  one,"  was  tbat  constructed  out  of  the 
<tore-Louse. 


finished  within,  and  was  the  place  of  wor-:.;o 
for  the  Congregational  society  for  27  ye  173 
following.  The  expense  of  the  building  w^3 
defrayed  in  part  by  the  town  ;  but  the  zz~~\- 
er  part  by  the  sale  of  pews.  It3  architecture 
was  exceedingly  plain;  its  length  ah  on:  50 
feet,  and  its  breadth  about  40:  standing  the 
side  to  the  street,  with  doors  at  either  en  i. 
The  pews  were  square  with  high  backs  ;  the 
pulpit  at  the  east  end,  13  feet  high,  and  gal- 
leries on  either  side  and  across  the  end  op- 
posite the  pulpit.  A  pew  in  the  ga'.lery, 
elevated  above  the  top  of  all  others,  was  tne 
tithing-man's  seat ;  where,  in  exalted  dignity, 
he  watched  the  deportment  of  the  boys  anl 
girls,  whose  allotment  it  was  to  occupy  seat3 
above  ;  where  it  was  not  easy  to  resist  the 
temptation  to  amuse  each  other  during 
service. 

A  steeple  was  attached  to  the  west  eni  of 
the  house  several  years  later,  and  a  belt  hung 
in  its  tower,  Hon.  Chauncy  Langdon,  pro- 
posing to  meet  half  the  expense,  if  the  other 
half  should  be  secured.  It  is  a  noticeable 
fact  that,  although  there  are  five  hous;-5  for 
religious  worship  in  the  village,  there  baa 
never  been  but  one  "church-going  belL" 
About  2  years  since  Charles  Langdon,  Esq., 
a  grandson  of  Hon.  Chauncy,  was  the  ~fi- 
cient  means  of  procuring  a  new  one. 

As  early  as  1830,  the  question  of  a  new 
house  of  worship  began  to  be  seriously  agi- 
tated. The  old  one  was  inconvenient  and  un- 
comfortable ;  and  in  its  generei  aspect  n:t  ac 
all  in  keeping  with  other  buildings  in  the 
village.  Eut  there  were  serious  dirhcuiues 
to  be  overcome.  Many  pews  in  the  old  be  :- 
were  owned  by  those  who  felt  no  inter-s:  ;n 
the  matter,  and  who  refused  to  rehn  ru.-h 
their  right  at  any  price.  The  town  also 
made  a  claim  upon  it,  as  having  been  built 
in  part  by  the  town.  As  the  only  practica- 
ble thing,  it  was  decided  to  let  the  old  house 
stand,  use  it  till  the  new  one  was  completed ; 
and  then  dispose  of  it  as  best  they  couid.  A 
new  site  was  chosen  a  little  to  the  west  of  the 
old  one,  and  the  foundations  of  the  presen: 
edifice  laid  in  1S32.  Tne  house  was  com:  lel- 
ed  and  dedicated  in  July,  1833  ;  at  a  ccs:  cf 
about  $0000.  Rev.  Mark  Tu:ker,  D.  D.,  of 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  preached  the  dedication  sermon. 

The  same  year  a  house  and  lot  for  a  r  ar- 
sonage  was  purchased. 

FIRST  SETTLED  MINISTER. 

We  now  return  to  the  general  history  ::* 
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ihQ  society,  the  date  of  which  we  have  antici- 
pated. The  first  pastor  of  the  church,  Rev. 
Matthias  Cazier,  was  installed  Sept.  4,  1789, 
and  dismissed  Dec.  13,  1792.  His  doctrinal 
views  were  found  to  be  quite  unsatisfactory 
to  the  church,  and  his  short  pastorate  con- 
tributed nothing  to  its  prosperity.  He  re- 
ceived and  appropriated  the  lot  of  100  acres 
of  land  set  apart  by  the  charter  to  the  first 
settled  minister.  For  13  years  subsequent  to 
his  dismission  there  was  no  settled  pastor; 
yet  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath  was  con- 
stantly maintained,  and  most  of  the  time 
there  was  preaching  by  missionaries  or  other 
supplies. 

Rev.  William  Miller  labored  here  in 
1S02,  with  great  acceptance  and  usefulness. 
There  was  a  general  revival  of  religion  at 
this  time,  and  a  season  of  much  interest,  long 
remembered  by  the  church,  and  often  referred 
to  in  later  years.  About  31  were  added  to  the 
church,  the  fruit  of  this  revival.  The  whole 
number  added  previous  to  1804,  was  115. 

Rev.  Elihu  Smith,  the  second  pastor,  was 
installed  Jan.  17,  1801,  and  remained  till 
Dec.  30,  1826— nearly  23  years.  Under  his 
ministry  the  church  prospered.  From  the 
time  of  his  settlement  there  was  a  steady  in- 
crease of  members,  but  no  very  extensive 
revivals  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1816,  the 
church  enjoyed  a  most  remarkable  and  abund- 
ant refreshing,  and  the  addition  of  187  mem- 
bers. There  was  a  less  extensive  revival 
in  1820.  There  were  205  additions  to  the 
church  during  Mr.  Smith's  ministry. 

The  following  pleasant  incident  connected 
with  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Smith  is  related 
by  Mrs.  B.  F.  Langdon,  Esq.: 

"  A  bible  was  presented  to  the  pastor  elect 
for  the  pulnit  by  the  voung  men  of  Castleton. 
Lacy  Green  Langdon  (Mrs.  Williams),  Sally 
Hoit  (Mrs.  Cazier)  and  Jane  Cogswell,  who 
were  about  10  years  of  age,  were  selected  to 
present  the  gift  in  behalf  of  the  young  men. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  scene 
occurred  in  the  depth  of  winter,  before  the 
luxury  of  stoves  or  furnaces  hud  crept  into 
our  places  of  worship.  The  children  were 
arrayed  in  white,  with  necks  and  arras  quite 
exposed,  hair  powdered,  etc.  The  mothers 
»n  Israel  used  appliances  of  foot-stoves  and 
fare  in  the  vestibule  of  the  church  to  kee  l 
thn  children  comfortable,  until  the  appointed 
lu»e  in  the  services  when  they  were  to  make 
'  air  a  Kent  to  the  great  surprise  of  the 
crowded  audience.  Then,  with  the  ponderous 
•  '■•  (a  large  English  bible)  nicely  bal- 
•  I  on  their  tinv  hands,  they  proceeded  up 
tae  center  aisle  to"  the  pulpit,  when  the  Rev. 


Mr.  Smith  descended  and  received  the  bible, 
which  was  presented  with  the  following 
words,  which  memory,  faithful  to  its  tru^t, 
can  at  this  late  day  repeat:  1  In  behalf  of  the 
young  gentlemen  of  Castleton,  we  present  to 
you,  Reverend  Sir,  this  sacred  volume  of  ii- 
vine  truth.'  As  a  reward  of  the  skilful  man- 
ner with  which  they  acquitted  themselves,  the 
children  were  invited  to  the  Ordination  E  lII  ! 
The  bible  is  still  used  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Congregational  church,  and  it  is  to  be  de- 
plored that  some  ruthless  hand  has  abstraete  I 
the  engravings  and  record  of  names  o:  don  cr-, 
evincing  that  veneration  had  died  out  of  hi  a 
(if  it  ever  had  any  existence),  and  left  this 
mutilated  bible  to  mark  its  burial  place/' 

TUIED  PASTOB. 

After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Smith,  the 
church  was  without  a  pastor  for  two  years, 
and  the  pulpit  was  temporarily  supplied  by 
different  clergymen.  In  Nov.  1S2S,  Rev. 
Joseph  Steele,  then  preaching  at  Saratoga 
Springs,  N.  Y.,  was  invited  to  become  their 
pastor.  He  accepted  the  invitation  and  was 
installed  Dec.  25,  1S28,  —  sermon  by  Dr. 
Bates,  Pres.  of  Middlebury  College.  During 
his  pastorate  of  26  years  the  church  v.- as 
blessed  with  almost  uninterrupted  harmony 
and  prosperity.  There  were  frequent  revivals 
of  religion.  The  first,  in  1829,  !30,  was  one 
of  great  interest,  particularly  in  healing  dis- 
sensions, and  in  uniting  the  church  in  active 
Christian  labors.  About  70  were  added  to 
the  church  as  fruits  of  this  revival,  an  \  aX  _  uc 
80  united  in  1835,  '36.  Other  seasons  of 
great  interest  were  frequently  grante  i  to  this 
branch  of  Zion  during  his  ministry;  of  which 
we  may  mention  one  in  1838,  when  40  w-re 
added,  and  one  in  1843  and  62  added.  The 
number  received  into  the  church  while  Da 
continued  its  pastor  was  468.  The  church 
numbered  230  members  at  the  time  he  was 
dismissed,  August,  1854. 

Mr.  Steele  was  a  native  of  Kingsboro*, 
Montgomery  Co.  (now  Fulton  Co.\  N.  Y.; 
was  a  member  of  the  church  of  which  Dr. 
Elisha  Yale  was  pastor;  graduated  at  Union 
College  in  1824,  and  a*-  Auburn  Theologu  il 
Seminary  in  1827.  The  first  year  of  I  is 
ministry  was  spent  at  Saratoga  Spring-.  He 
was  26  years  at  Castleton,  2  years  prin  *1 
of  Burr  Seminary,  and  for  the  last  14  years 
I  has  resided  at  Middlebury. 

THE  FOURTH  PASTOR 

was  Eer.  Willard  Child,  D.  P.,  install--- 1  Feb. 
j  14,  1855.  During  his  mini-try  the  church 
1  shared  in  the  extensive  revivals  of  lo5r,  aai 
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49  were  added  to  its  number.  Dr.  Child 
continued  the  pastor  of  this  church  until 
Feb.,  1864. 

He  was  a  native  of  "Woodstock,  Ct.;  gradu- 
ated at  Yah  College,  and  at  Andover  Theo- 
logical Seminary.  On  his  coming  into  this 
State  his  first  labors  were  in  Benson.  From 
Benson  he  was  invited  to  become  pastor  of 
the  church  in  Pittsford,  and  was  there  or- 
dained and  installed  in  Dec,  1826.  From 
Pittsford  he  went  to  Norwich,  Ct,,  in  1842: 
then  to  Lowell,  Mass.,  in  1845;  and  from 
Lowell  to  Castleton  in  1855,  and  remained 
till  186 1..  He  is  still  living  and  laboring 
efficiently  in  Crown  Point,  N.  Y. 

The  present  pastor,  Rev.  Lewis  Francis, 
was  installed  Sept.  23,  1864.  Mr.  Francis 
was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Vt.,  and 
Andover  Theological  Seminary.  The  church 
numbers  at  this  time  ITS. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 

was  formed  about  1824.  Their  house  of  wor- 
ship was  built  in  1S24,  but  was  not  finished 
within  for  several  years.  They  were  supplied 
by  circuit  preaching  until  1832,  when  Rev. 
C.  P.  Clark  was  stationed  here,  and  remained 
2  years:  since  which  time  they  have  been 
regularly  supplied  by  stationed  preachers, 
or  pastors.  The  church  has  prospered  and 
large  numbers  have  been  added  to  its  mem- 
bership.   The  present  number  is  140. 

The  meeting-house,  when  first  built,  stood 
about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  west  of  the  village, 
aod  was  removed  to  its  present  location,  near 
the  cent-  r  of  the  village,  in  1839  or  1S40.  It 
was  neatly  and  thoroughly  repaired  and  a 
convenient  class-room  or  vestry  appended  in 
1861. 

The  society  became  a  responsible  charge 
in  1832.  The  following  were  the  names  of 
the  pastors: 

Rev.  C.  P.  Clark,  1832-1835;  J.  Philips, 
'35-36;  J.  S.  Craig,  '36-  38;  H.  Meeker,  '38- 
'40;  L.  Frindle,  '41-41;  J.  II.  Brown,  '41- 
•43;  A  C.  Rice,  '43-'44;  G.  W.  Cotrall,  '44-45; 
W.  P.  Gray.  '15-47 ;  B.  0.  Meeker,  '47-49. 
E.  B.  Hubbard,  '49-'51  ;  T.  W.  Pierson,  '51- 
'52;  S.  Halburt,  '52-'53  ;  J.  II.  Patterson, 
'53-'55;  G.  G.  Saxe,  '55-5S  ;  S.  L.  Stillmon, 
•58-  60;  L.  Marshall,  '60-'62;  B.  Hawley, 
'62-'64;  R.  T.  Wade,  ,64-'67;  A.  MeGrlloa, 
'67-68 ;  P.  M.  Hitchcock,  '68-1H9;  J.  Philips, 
•69-71. 

THE  SOCIETY  OF  LIBERAL  CHRISTIANS 

was  organized   in  1867,  and  a  neat  church 


edifice  was  erected  in  1868,  on  the  corner 
west  of  the  Bomoseen  House. 
Present  minister,  Rev.  Wm.  L.  Ross. 

Castleton  has  been  somewhat  distinguished 
for  its  moral  and  religious  as  well  as  its  liter- 
ary character.  The  early  settlers,  as  a  c'.a^s 
were  virtuous  and  intelligent.  Coming  from 
"the  land  of  steady  habits,"  they  were 
instructed  in  the  truths  of  the  Bible  ;  an  1 
were  also  well  versed  in  the  theology  o:  those 
times.  They  understood  the  importance  of 
education  and  religion  to  the  foundations  of 
society.  The  prosperity  of  the  township  was 
materially  affected,  no  doubt,  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Rutland  Co.  Grammar  Sehool 
at  Castleton.  In  many  respects  Castleton  and 
Rutland  were  rival  towns.  Situated  about 
equally  distant  from  the  center  of  the  county, 
each  town  very  naturally  a-pired  to  be  the 
head.  Whether  it  was  by  accident  or  com- 
promise, so  it  came  to  pas-  that  the  County 
seat  was  fixed  at  Rutland  and  the  County 
school  and  Medical  College  at  Castleton.  B/ 
th;s  arrangement  the  two  villages  enjoyed 
similiar  material  prosperity.  But  the  schools 
tended  to  produce  a  better  state  of  so::e:y 
than  courts  and  jails. 

The  two  villages  held  on  their  even  way 
until  railroads  began  to  be  constructed. 
From  this  time  a  great  change  took  7 "are. 
During  the  process  of  construction  Castleton 
may  have  derived  some  advantage  in  basi. 
ness,  but,  once  completed,  they  added  nothing 
permanently  to  the  amount  of  business,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  they  aided  to  develop  the  s!ata 
and  pencil  quarries  and  the  manufacture  of 
marble.  There  was  no  longer  any  show  for 
competing  with  Rutland,  which  soon  became 
the  great  railroad  center  for  the  State  ;  and 
outstripped  most  of  the  towns  in  the  State  in 
business  and  population. 

The  failure  of  the  Medical  College  wis  a 
loss  to  Castleton.  This  institution  had  re- 
tributed largely  to  the  intelligence,  as  wdl  as 
the  material  interests  of  the  place;  and  hai 
graduated  over  1400  students.  Bat  rich 
sources  of  prosperity  still  remain.  The  Semi- 
nary still  lives,  enjoying  large  prosperity. 
The  slate  quarries  in  the  western  p  rt  of  the 
town  are  an  inexhaustible  source  of  wealth. 
Also  ihe  marble  and  pencil  works.  A  Id  to 
these  the  attractions  of  the  village  i  its 
surroundings,  as  a  summer  resort, — particu- 
larly Lake  Bomoseen,  unsurpassed  in  lovli- 
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nc-ss;  and  we  see  why  Castleton  may  hope 
to  retain  its  attractive  interest  and  its  mate- 
rial prosperity  for  the  years  to  come. 

BE  VOLUTION  ART  SOLDIERS. 

List  of  soldiers  in  the  revolutionary  war, 
belonging  to  Castleton. 

Capt.  John  Hall,  killed  in  the  battle  at 
Castleton,  July  6,  1777. 

Nehemiah  Hoit  was  with  Col.  Ethan  Allen 
at  the  battle  of  Ticonderoga,  and  taken 
prisoner  with  him  a:  Montreal. 

Col.  Noah  Lee,  one  of  the  expedition  that 
captured  Maj.  >keen,  and  an  officer  in  the 
Continental  army. 

Lieut.  Elias  Hall,  taken  prisoner  at  C  is- 
tleton ;  after  his  escape,  enlisted  in  the  Con- 
tinental army ;  was  in  the  battle  of  Still- 
water and  prese-nt  at  the  surrender  of  Gen. 
Burgoyne. 

Col.  Isaac  Clark  was  an  officer  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  Colonel  in  command 
in  the  war  of  1312. 

Kufus  Burnet,  in  the  battle  of  Bennington^- 

Jonathan  Deming.    Cyrus  Gates. 

Doubtless  there  were  others,  whose  names 
are  not  known. 

SOLDIERS  IN  THE  WAR  OF  1812. 

Major  Milo  Mason,  of  the  regular  army. 
Col  Isaac  Clark,  commander  of  the  11th 
Regiment. 

Capt.  David  Sanford,  of  the  11th  Regiment. 
Lieut.  Perez  Sanford,  of  the  11th  Regiment 

Hyde  Westover,   Higby, 

Jacob  Wheeler,  Eliel  Bond, 

Elam  More,  Darius  Burnet, 

Sam'l  Shepard,  serg't,  John  Meacharn, 
Theodore  King,  Elijah  Burnet, 

Jonathan  Eaton,  Curtis  Hulburt, 
Oliver  Eaton,  Oliver  Moulton. 

Augustus  Finney, 

This  list  is  also  very  imperfect,  doubtless  ; 
but  it  is  the  best  we  can  make  at  this  date. 


VOLUNTEERS  FOR  THREE  YEARS, 


enlisted  previous  to  call  for 

300,000  Volun- 

teers  of  Oct.  17,  1S62. 

Names. 

Reg. 

Co. 

Alford,  Wm.  H., 

11 

C 

Babbitt,  Oscar  L., 

5 

I 

Barber,  Samuel  I., 

11 

C 

Barber,  Wm.  11., 

11 

c 

Benedict,  Jasr.r-r  A., 

B 

Blackmer,  Rollin  N., 

2d  Bat, 

Bins,  Charles  F., 

11 

c 

Bhfs,  Nathan  1  i.  P., 

11 

C 

B  lton,  Jeremiah, 

2 

B 

Bolton,  Jeremiah, 

11 

C 

Bord^au,  Frank, 

1st  Bat. 

Brainard  Samuel 

2 

B 

Rnrt   (]harlf>«  F 

UUU,    V-/ 1 J  £1,1  It,  n    JL  .  , 

1st  Bat. 

1st  Bat. 

Byrne,  Patrick, 

11 

Canfield,  A.  B.' 

Or?  Pif 

Castle,  Harry  S., 

1 1 

\r 

Castlp  Wm  H  *' 

*_<A~l>i.tj,       Vf    111  .  11., 

1 1 

Lav. 

zr 
IV 

Cook,  Henry  W.', 

oav. 

XT 

xl 

Dalabee  John 

11 

\j 

Donnelly  James  W 

7 

J) 

Donnelly,  John 

11 

C 

Donnellv  Peter 

11 

C 

Dunham,  Jarnes  H. 

11 

M 

Dunham,  Thomas 

o 

B 

Dunham,  Wm., 

o 

B 

Everton  Geo.  J. 

Cav. 

H 

Everton,  James  J., 

Cav. 

H 

Freelove,  John  A., 

o 

B 

Flinn  William 

Cav. 

H 

French,  Geo.  C. 

11 

C 

Gardner,  Henry 

Cav. 

F 

Gibbs,  Elias  B. 

2d  Bat. 

Gibbs,  Moses  G. 
Godlrev,  Joseph, 

2d  Bat. 

1st  Bat. 

Goodrich,  William, 

11 

c 

Gould,  Gile, 

H 

c 

Gris'.void,  Geo.  K 

2 

B 

Hall,  Berij.  P., 

7 

I 

Harrington,  Wm.  C. 

11 

0 

Hawkins  Charles  A. 

5 

I 

Hawkins,  Gideon 

2 

B 

Haves  Michael 

7 

I 

Higley,  Edwin  HM 

Cav. 

Hines,  Michael, 

2 

B 

Hosiord,  Geo.  B. 

7 

A 

Hope,  James, 

2 

B 

How  ird,  Abial  S., 

2 

B 

Howe,  John 

2 

B 

Howiev,  Thomas 

Cav. 

H 

Huntoon  Daniel  S. 

7 

I 

Hyde,  James  T., 

11 

C 

Ingle^ton,  Fred  A., 

2 

B 

Ingieston,  Harrison 

5 

G 

Johnson,  Endearing  D., 

2 

B 

Johnson,  Enoch  E. 

2 

D 

Johnson,  James  M. 

7 

I 

Jones,  Lewis  P. 

7 

I 

Juhar,  Henrv 

7 

I 

Kellogg,  Charles  H. 

2 

C 

Kellogg,  Lvman  S. , 

1  S.S. 

F 

Kills^n,  John 

11 

C 

King,  Theodore, 

2 

B 

Li-comb,  Orlando  P., 

11 

M 

McKean,  John, 

2 

B 

McKean,  John  H. 

2 

B 

McQuain,  Peter  T., 

o 

Moody,  Henrv  W., 

11 

S' 

Moody]  Horace  W. 

11 

M 

Morrii,' Charles, 

2 

B 

Murphy,  Patrick, 

11 

M 

O'Brien,  Cornelius, 

11 

C 

O'Br.eu,  William, 

Cav. 

II 

Parkhurst,  Albert  I., 

o 

B 

Parkhurst,  Leonard  R., 

o 

B 

Parkhurst,  William, 

.> 

x> 

Peck,  Noah  A., 

2 

C 

Perkins,  Selah  G., 

Cav. 

H 

Poland,  Patrick, 

2 

B. 
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Poiney,  Edwin, 
Potter,  Asa  A., 
Potter.  Ethan  A., 
Potter,  Geo.  W., 
Remington,  James  II., 
Robinson,  Justin 
Ross,  Edgar, 
Ross,  Geo.  W., 
Ross,  Horace  G., 
Russell,  James, 
Russell,  Leonard, 
Rnssell,  Marcus  K., 
Russell,  Th  .mas, 
Ryan,  Patrick, 
Shaw,  John  M., 
Sheldon,  John  A., 
Sheridan,  John, 
Sheridan,  Timothy, 
Sherman,  Daniel, 
Shepherd,  Zeb, 
Simons,  Sylvester, 
Smith,  Albert  H., 
Smith,  Edward  C, 
Smith,  Henry  C, 
Smith,  James  C, 
Smith,  John  C, 
Solendine,  Leonard  FM 
Sprague,  Durham, 
Stocker,  Samuel  E., 
Streeter,  Lemuel, 
Streeter,  John, 
Trainer,  Lawrence, 
Underwood,  Thomas  G., 
Ward,  Rollin  C, 
Ward,  William  A., 
Ward,  William, 
Wheeler,  Jacob, 
Wheeler,  John  D., 
Wheeler,  Nicholas, 
Whitlock,  Miles  W., 
Whitlock,  Samuel  F., 
Williams,  John  S., 
Williams,  Thomas, 
Williams,  William, 
Williams,  William,  jr., 
Woodbury,  William, 
Young,  Thomas, 

CREDITS  UNDER  CALL  OF 

for  300,000  Volunteers,  and 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  3 

Eailey,  Henry  L., 
Burton.  Re  u  bin, 
Clark,  Joseph, 
Cull,  Frank  J., 
Donnelly,  Patrick, 
Pish,  Lyinan  C, 
Gates,  Salmon  K. 
Godfrey,  Andrew, 
Haves,  John, 
Hunter,  Israel, 
lngleston,  Frank  G., 
Jackson,  Daniel, 
Jackson,  Win., 
Kellogg,  James  P., 
King,  William  H., 
Knapp,  Francis  ()., 
Lawrence,  Henry  A., 
Lee,  David,  jr., 


Cav. 
2 
2 
2 
2 

Cav. 

2 

2 

2 

2 
li 
11 

2 

2 

2 

10 

7 

7' 

5 
11 

Cav. 
11 


H 
B 
B 
B 
B 
H 
C 
B 
B 
B 
C 
C 
B 
B 
B 
Q 
A 
A 
G 
C 
II 
M 

2  B 
2  B 
2d  Bat. 
Cav.  H 
7  A 
2  B 
C 
B 
B 
B 
B 
B 
G 
I 
B 
B 
B 
C 
K 
H 
C 
K 
B 
C 
I 


11 

9 

2 

2 

2 

2 

5 

7 

2 

2 

2 

4 
Cav. 
Cav. 
11 

Cav. 
9 
2 
7 


oct.  17,  1863, 
subsequent  calls 

YEARS. 

1st  Bat. 
51  Mass. 


17 
11 
11 
Cav. 
17 
17 
11 

54  Mass. 
11  C 
54  Mass. 
54  Mass. 
2S.S.  H 
17  I 
11  E 
11  0 
11  C 


Park,  Leonard  C, 

11 

- 

Parsons,  Edwin  M., 

11 

A 

Peck,  Henry, 

11 

Pens,  Frank, 

11 

c 

Poland,  Patrick, 

17 

I 

Potter,  Lewis  D., 

17 

I 

Roberts,  John, 

11 

c 

Ross,  Hiram  A., 

11 

c 

Scott,  William, 

11 

c 

Simons,  Sylvester, 

11 

K 

Stewart,  Henry, 

54  Mas- 

Ward,  Henry  H., 

9 

D 

Wheeler,  Cullen, 

Cav. 

H 

VOLUNTEERS  FOP.  ONE  YEAR. 

Allard,  John  W., 
Andros,  Joseph, 
Atwater,  Alfred, 
Atwater,  Alonzo, 
Austin,  Geo.,  E  , 
O'Neil,  Hugh, 
Parsons,  Wallace  D., 
Phillips,  Alexander, 
Porter,  Charles  E., 
Ryan.  John, 
Wiilard,  Henry  ft, 


6 

o 

2d  Eat. 
21  Bat. 
8 
LI 


VOLUNTEERS  RE-ENLISTED. 


Blackmer,  Rollin  N., 
Canfield,  Albert  R., 
Lowry,  Geo.  G, 
McQuain  Peter,  T., 
Peck,  Noah  A., 
Peino,  Robert, 
Ross,  George  W., 
Ross,  Horace  G., 
Sheriden,  Timothy, 
Wheeler,  Nicholas, 
Woodbury,  William, 

ENROLLED  MEN  WHO  FURNISHED  SUESTITr 

George    W.   Gibson,  Mar 
0.  H.  Simpson. 

NAVAL  CREDITS. 

Francis  Griswold,  Edwin  T.  Wood 
Miscellaneous — not  credited  by  nam 
4  men. 


2d  Bat. 

2d  Ba: 

7 

I 

2 
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B 
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B 

2 

B 

7 

A 

o 

B 

2 

;us  Langioa, 


rd. 


Kidder,  Jonathan  T., 
King,  William  H., 
Knapp,  Moses, 
Ponu,  Henry  A., 


•r,  Favette, 


VOLUNTEERS  FOR  NINE  MONTHS  IN  14tK  EI3. 
CO.  F. 

Bishop,  Harvey, 
Brewster,  Oliver  E., 
Brooks,  Martin  F., 
Carr,  Stephen  P., 
Clark,  Joseph, 
Delehanty,  'Patrick, 
Dennison,  Fred  H., 
Fox,  Daniel  W., 
Fox,  George  H., 
Gates,  Salmon  K., 
Gault,  Lyman  J., 
<  'ault,  Truman  J., 
Would,  Franklin, 
Kosford,  Henry  H., 
Jenuings,  Joseph, 
Johnson,  John  F., 
Jones,  Aaron. 


Pott 

Shaw,  Stephen  P., 
Shepherd,  F.  H., 
Shepherd,  Harry, 
Sherman,  Emme:  W., 
Smith,  Frank  ft* 
Ward,  Elton  E 
Ward.  WUIard  D., 
Wheeler;  Cutten, 
Wheeler-  G«'o.  C. 
Whitlock,  Charles  H., 
Wilder.  Daniel 
Wood,  James  H. 


CASTLETON. 


FUBSISUED  USDEfi  DRAFT  AND  PAID  COilMD- 
TATiOy. 

Bishop,  Henderson,     Gleason,  Edward, 
i'./bb,  Nathaniel  L.,    Keyes.  Henry  W., 
Donnelly,  James  F.,    Lan<jdon,  Henry, 
Hawkins,  Hiram  S.,    Northrop,  Wm.  H., 
Fmnegan,  Timothy,    Parker,  Jehial  P., 
Fox,  John,  Tomlinson,  Hale. 

PROCURED  SUBSTITUTE. 

Nelson,  Lucius  C. 

ENTERED  SERVICE. 

Briggs,  Chancey,  54th  Mass. 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  ONE  YEAR. 

Ponnelly,  James  W.,  1st  A.  C. 

Fox,  James,  7  C 

King,  Theodore.  1st  A.  C. 

Mahar,  Hugh,  7  C 

McKean,  John  H.,  1st  A.  C. 

Monroe,  Wm.  L.,  1st  A.  C. 

Pepper,  Robert  L.,  1st  F.  G. 

Pattee,  Willie  A.,  2  B 

Russell,  Wallace,  2  B 

•Steward,  Archie,  5 

Wheel-r,  John  D.,  1st  A.  C. 

Whitlock,  Miles  W.,  1st  A.  C. 

Those  marked  A.  C.,  are  men  enlisted  into 

Hancock's  Army  Corps.  Those  marked  F.  C., 
are  in  Frontier  Cavalry. 

Whole  Numbee — 250  men  furnished  by 
Ca^tleton. 


FEOM  TffE  FUXERAL  SEUTJOX  2T  P.EV.  E.  P.  HOOKER* 

REV.  JOSEPH  STEELE 

Was  born  in  Kingsboro,  Fultou  Co..  N.  T., 
June  8,  1801;  in  the  early  dzys  of  this  quick- 
ening and  eventful  century.  He  graduated  at 
Union  College  at  the  age  of  23,  and  at  Auburn 
Theological  Seminary,  in  the  second  class  of 
that  institution,  at  the  age  of  26. 

After  preaching  for  a  year  to  the  Presbyteri- 
nn  church  in  Saratoga,  he  was  installed  pas- 
tor of  the  Congregational  church  in  Castleton. 
Ever  since  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
primary  interests  of  this  State. 

In  185-4,  he  was  dismissed  from  this  pastor- 
ate of  a  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
and  became  one  of  the  principals  of  Burr  Sem- 
inary, Manchester.  After  2  years  in  that  in- 
stitution he  came  to  reside  in  this  place,  (Mid- 
dlebury.)  As  a  teacher,  the  agent  of  the  Ver- 
mont Bible  Society,  constant  or  occasional 
supply  for  neighboring  churches,  and  as  an  effi- 
cient laborer  in  the  Sabbath  school  of  this 
1  '  "r''h.  ho  has  continued  almost  to  the  last,  to 
;  1  1  -mister  the  office  of  a  devoted  Christian 
«  ■rv.mt. 

^  I  iro  back  to  childhood  to-day.  I  see  the 
1  hristiaji  pastor  as  he  was  seen  by  the  eye  of 

*  Prlii*. I  in  p:imphlet. 


childhood — revered — deeply  revered,  and  rever- 
ently loved.  I  see  him  as  a  power — a.s  the  pre  i 
est  power  for  good  in  the  community.  I  [hick 
of  him  most  as  a  power.  The  thought  id 
not  of  sensation — ambitious  display — imj  l- 
tient  haste  in  doing  the  work  of  God.  Ihe 
child  may  have  understood  little  of  the  written 
discourse;  yet  the  sanctuary  was  a  place  of 
powrer.  To  sit  there  was  to  receive  for:_.  itire 
iufluence.  Those  Sabbaths  were  pote- :  ai — 
nothing  so  unsatisfactory  as  entertaining :  or 
as  days  of  literary  display,  or  of  eloquence. 
No,  they  were  potential ;  that  is  the  word. 
The  pastor  was  earneit.  It  was  not  necessary 
to  proclaim  the  fact.  The  whole  weight  of  t:.e 
man  was  thrown  upon  the  side  of  others  wel- 
fare. The  tone,  the  bearing,  the  look — every 
thing  said  this  matter  is  important.  There 
was  committal  of  the  whale  man  to  the  work 
of  the  GospeL 

But  his  earnestness  manifested  itself  in  ac- 
tive forms.  The  second  quarter  of  the  century 
ushered  in  a  new  era  in  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance— an  era  of  pledges  of  total  absr;n:n?e, 
and  the  earnest  minister  took  the  field  in  hi3 
parish.  Every  school  district  was  visited — 
meetings  were  held  in  the  school-houses — soci- 
eties were  formed  in  the  several  neighborhood*. 
The  influential  temperance  men  of  the  commu- 
nity were  enlisted  as  speakers,  and  nearly  all 
the  children  in  the  town  enrolled  their  names 
upon  the  total  abstinence  pledge.  In:rr-5- 
sions  were  made  about  the  year  ]S40,  which 
saved  a  large  share  of  those  who  were  then 
children  from  the  perils  of  the  cup. 

Mr.  Steele  extended  his  iufluence  in  the  tem- 
perance cause  beyond  his  own  town,  and  be- 
came one  of  the  influential  laborers  in  this  re- 
form in  the  State. 

The  pastor  was  born  in  those  years  when 
the  mother  of  Mills  was  beginning  to  think  and 
pray  about  the  heathen,  and  a  few  young  men 
soon  devoted  themselves  to  the  perilous  enter- 
prise of  foreign  missions.  The  earnest  mi"i=::r 
took  up  the  work — awakened  the  interest  of 
the  people — brought  the  fruits  of  faithful  re- 
search to  the  monthly  concert — secure  i  ti  e 
contributions  of  the  families — of  old  and  young, 
until  the  gifts  to  tin's  cau^e  from  a  church  f 
merely  ordinary  ability,  that  was  paying  per- 
haps a  salary  of  $600  to  its  minister,  am  >ur  t- 
ed,  annually,  to  between  200  and  300  d  liars. 
.So  it  is  not  strange  that  his  words  upon  thw 
subject  have  been  so  welcome  among  us. 

The  earnest  pastor  was  a  faithful  mini-tor  ro 
the  children.     A  children's  afternoon  a;  :..  • 
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parsonage — the  few  pleasant  words — the  bask- 
et of  Testaments  nnd  primers — the  name  in  the 
hand-writhig  of  the  g'ver,  and  the  gifts  sacred- 
ly kept  as  mementos,  drew  us  wonderfully 
within  the  pastor's  influence. 

The  present  thriving  sfate  of  our  own  Sunday 
school,*  brought  up  from  meagre  numbers  to 
a  very  large  attendance,  by  the  quiet  and  faith- 
ful labors  of  years  on  the  part  of  the  venerable 
Superintendent,  in  connection  with  the  earnest 
co-operation  of  teachers  and  friends,  was  not 
his  first  success  in  such  ministries. 

The  pastor  was  earnest  in  promoting  a  deep 
religious  interest.  The  year  succeeding  his  in- 
stallation a  very  general  revival  commenced  : 
as  its  fruits  about  70  were  added  to  the  church. 
In  1835  and  6  there  was  another  revival,  when 
80  publicly  professed  allegiance  to  Christ.  In 
1833  a  revival  added  40  to  the  church. 

As  the  fruits  of  a  revival  in  1843,  62  were 
added ;  and  19  in  1854. 

Not  only  in  years  of  interest,  but  in  seasons 
of  dearth,  too,  the  earnest  laborer  toiled  on — 
writing  sermons — preaching  faithfully  through 
many  months,  and  sometimes  years,  without 
much  encouragement — speaking  in  the  school- 
houses,  sometimes  to  meagre  gatherings — going 
to  the  prayer-meeting  to  find  but  few — visiting 
from  house  to  house  among  the  people,  with- 
out any  special  interest,  but  gathering  here 
and  there  a  sheaf 

It  is  mentioned  as  a  remarkable  result  of  Dr. 
Payson's  pastorate  of  a  city  church,  that,  on  an 
average,  25  were  added  annually  to  the  mem- 
bership. In  a  country  parish  the  average  an- 
nual accession,  mostly  by  profession,  during  a 
ministry  of  26  years,  was  about  19.  The  aver- 
age accession,  annually,  by  profession  of  faith 
from  those  converted,  in  the  five  more  marked 
seasons  of  religious  interest  alone,  is  about  10 1. 

Mr.  Steele  was  a  wise  pastor.  Simply,  his  po- 
sition was  influential.  It  was  always  felt  that 
he  would  be  upon  the  right  side.  He  was 
never  fanciful  nor  hasty.  Was  it  an  instinct  of 
wisdom,  sanctified  by  grace?  An  endowment 
of  nature  Christianized  ?  Ho  had  a  Christian 
common  sense,  as  a  minister,  which  gave  his 
words  and  plans  great  weight. 

Yet,  behind  all  effort,  the  Christian  man 
was  the  power  of  the  people's  salvation. 

The  good  man  in  the  pulpit,  in  the  prayer- 
meotiug,  in  the  parsonage,  in  the  streets,  in  the 
homes — at  weddings  and  at  funerals — by  sick 
and  dying  beds,  was  the  real  power.  Night 

*  The  Middlebury  Sunday  School,  the  place  of  Mr. 
Steele'*  last  residence.— Ed. 


and  day  he  was  living  among  the  people, 
Christ's  minister  of  life  to  them.  It  is  no  exag- 
geration—a moral  halo — an  atmosphere  of  C  ri*. 
tianity  hung  about  him  and  about  "rrs  borne. 
That  parsonage,  decaying  now.  but  sorroar  i- 
ed  by  the  trees  he  planted,  and  sanctified  vy 
his  studies  and  prayers  and  life,  will  never  be 
looked  upon  by  the  generation  that  knew  it 
as  his  home,  without  a  feeling  akin  to  rever- 
ence.* 

These  lines  of  Cowper  are  a  faithful  trans- 
cript of  this  devout  pastors  influence,  who  now 
rests  from  his  labors  : 

"  As  when  a  ship,  well  freighted  with  the  stores, 
The  sun  matures  on  India's  spicy  shares. 
Hath  cast  her  anchor  and  her  sails  hath  furl-?!  . 
In  some  safe  harbor  of  our  western  world, 
'Twere  vain  inquiry  from  what  port  oh«  went; 
The  gale  informs  us,  laden  with  the  scent. 
When  one  that  holds  communion  with  the  skies 
Has  filled  his  urn  where  these  pure  watt-rs  r:?e, 
And  once  more  mingles  with  ns  meaner  thin_-s, 
Tis  e'en  as  if  an  angel  shook  his  wings  ; 
Immortal  fragrance  fills  the  circuit  wide, 
That  tells  us  whence  his  treasures  are  supplied/1 

FRO  if  THE  NOTICE  OF  JUDGE  C  C.  CLAY. 

Died  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Charles  Hopkins, 
in  this  oity,  at  5  1-2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Thursday, 
April  25,  1827,  Rev.  Joseph  Steele,  aged  near- 
ly 71.  He  was  slightly  indisposed  on  Welr.e-s- 
day,  but  walked  about  the  city  as  usual  On 
Thursday  he  remained  at  home  complaining  of 
an  unpleasant  sensation,  rather  than  pain,  wh::a 
passed  from  one  to  another  place  over  his  chest 
and  back.  While  sitting  in  the  family  circle, 
conversing  with  accustomed  cheerfulness,  he 
suddenly  expired. 

Although  only  a  few  months  in  this  city  and 
known  to  the  writer,  he  thinks  he  learr.ei  bis 
character.  *  *  *  Indeed,  his  simplicity  and  in- 
genuousness soon  revealed  it  to  all  about  him. 
*  *  *  Faith,  hope  and  charity  irradiated 
his  countenance,  and  dwelt  upon  his  tongue. 
Humility,  gentleness  and  tenderness  marked 
his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men.  **  *  Such 
a  man  would  find  friends  among  strangers  in 
any  clime  or  creed,  as  he  found  tliem  here.  *  *  * 

Mobile,  Ala.,  April  23,  1S72. 

FROM  EON.  JAMES  SLADE. 

The  remains  of  Rev.  Joseph  Stet  le  were  sent 
by  express  from  Mobile,  Ala.,  to  Middle)  ury, 
Vt.,  where  the  funeral  exercises  were  attended 
at  tlie  Congregational  church,  May  2.  I  ST 2. 

An  address  by  Rev.  Dr.  A.  Walker  of  Wal- 

*  Impaired  health  and  foir«  const  ruined  him  t.->  'fi*- 
continae  his  pastoral  duties  which  he  was  ceTer  tMm 
to  resume.— C  C.  Clay. 
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lingford  was  followed  with  a  sermon  by  the  pas- 
tor, Rev.  E.  P.  Hooker. 

In  the  audience  were  many  from  other  town', 
especially  from  Castleton,  the  former  parish  of 
the  deceased. 

The  presence  of  the  Sabbath  school  of  which 
he  had  long  been  superintendent,  in  the  burial 
procession  and  at  the  open  grave,  into  which 
they  cast  the  wild  flowers  of  the  early  spring, 
was  a  tribute  any  laborer  in  Christ's  vineyard 
might  well  covet. 

News  was  received  by  telegram,  on  the  25th 
icst.,  of  the  sudden  death  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Steele,  at  Mobile,  where  he  in  company  with  his 
wife  was  visiting  her  brother.  Mr.  Steele  left 
our  village  last  fall,  and  the  news  of  his  death 
•was  the  first  intimation  his  family  had  of  his  ill- 
ness. Mr.  S.  has  lived  in  Middlebury  about  15 
years.  He  was  one  of  tiie  best  men  I  ever 
knew — a  good  scholar,  a  sound  divine,  an  ex- 
cellent preacher  a  consistent,  every-day  Chris- 
tian, whose  walk  and  talk  partook  of  heavenly 
things.  He  was  a  model  for  voting  men  to  im- 
itate. He  wa3  cheeriul  and  happy  in  his  inter- 
course with  his  fellow-citzens,  and  alive  to  ail 
measures  that  tended  to  advance  the  conimuni- 1 
ty  in  morality,  education  and  religion. 

As  a  preacher  he  was  always  impressive  in! 
his  manner,  and  practical  in  his  teaching.  His 
public  prayers  were  always  markr-d  with  great  j 
pimplicity  and  humility.  In  the  pulpit  or  on  j 
the  street,  he  w;is  free  from  ostentation  and 
show,  possessing  a  countenance  that  bespok  ■ 
cheerfulness  of  spirit  and  purity  of  heart.  He 
labored  to  do  good,  both  to  the  bod;cs  and 
souls  of  his  fellow-men,  and  was  greatly  belov- 
ed by  all  classes  of  our  citizens.  Ho  was  a 
warm  fnewd  of  Middlebury  College,  being  a 
member  of  the  corporation,  and  ever  active  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  institution  that  lay 
so  near  his  heart.  He  was  a  safe  counsellor 
and  a  trusty  eruide.  There  was  nothing  vision- 
ary in  his  character.  He  was  careful  in  the 
adoption  of  measures  to  carry  out  any  desirable 
object.  His  aim  was  to  secure  the  results  de- 
6?re»L  He  deprecated  rashness.  Men  of  his 
own  acre  felt  that  they  could  rely^upon  his 
found  judgment  and  uniform  discretion  with 
perfect  safety.  His  motto  was  to  prove  all 
thinprs,  and  hold  fast  to  that  which  was  good. 

I'm  his  work  is  done.    With  him  the  dangers 
«'id  trials,  the  labors  and  hardships  of  life  are  : 
pa*t.  and  lie  has  entered  into  rest.  Blessed 
rv»t  t<>  the  aged  Christian;  to  the  faithful,  de- 
V"t.'.|  minister  of  the  Lord  Je<us  Christ. 

Ho  leaves  behind  him  the  rich  legacy  of  a  well- 


spent  life — better  than  gold  or  silver  or  houses 
and  lands;  for  wdiile  the  latter  frequently  cor- 
rupt and  corrode  the  soul,  the  former  enno- 
bles and  dignifies  humanity,  making  it  akin  to 
God  and  heaven. 

Middlebury,  April  29,  1872. 

CAPTAIX  JOHN  HALL. 

DT  MRS.  CAROLINE  V.  SMITH,  OF  MILTOV,  VT.* 

Almost  one  hundred  years  have  expired  since 
we,  as  a  people,  declared  our  independence  of 
Great  Britain.  Many  were  the  hard-fought  bat- 
tles which  our  forefathers  engaged  in  to  accom- 
plish this  great  end :  but  not  on  them  aloue 
who  survived  the  great  conflict,  did  the  honor 
all  rest.  Many  fell  in  the  commencement  of 
the  war  whose  patriotism  and  valor  lie  buried 
in  oblivion.  Among  these  was  Capt.  John 
Hall  of  Castleton,  a  militia  officer  who  was 
mortally  wounded  on  the  6th  July,  1777,  and 
died  on  August  6th,  one  month  after. 

A  scouting  party  of  British  soldiers  and  In- 
dians, sent  out  by  Col.  Baum,  were  marauding 
around  upon  the  defenceless  inhabitants  of  those 
frontier  towns.  They  came  on  the  Sabbath 
day  into  Castleton,  and  as  some  of  the  people 
were  assembled  that  day  for  religious  worship, 
in  a  log-school-house,  about  one  and  a  half  miles 
east  from  the  village,  where  three  roads  met,  the 
enemy  advanced  upon  them,  and  attempted  to 
surround  them,  and  take  them  all  prisoners. 
The  women  and  children  succeeded  in  making 
their  escape,  and  fled  to  their  homes,  or  some 
place  of  refuge;  while  the  men,  some  ten  or 
fifteen  in  number,  being  armed,  defended  them- 
selves with  great  bravery,  in  fighting  for  those 
homes  and  their  country,  till  their  leader,  Capt. 
Hall,  fell  mortally  wounded,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  surrender.  Most  of  them  made  their 
escape:  but  two  sons  of  Capt.  Hall  were  made 
prisoners  and  carried  to  Ticondero-.-a,  from 
whence  they  made  their  escape  in  a  short 
time.  At  this  time  his  house  was  burned — all 
his  property  destroyed,  furniture  broken  to 
pieces,  horses  and  cattle  turned  into  fields  of 
grain,  and  his  wife  and  three  young  children 
barely  having  time  to  make  their  escape  from 
the  scalping-knife  of  the  Indian,  whoso  war- 
whoop  resouuded  through  the  forest. 

Mrs.  Hall  remained  in  Castleton  during  Mr. 
Hall's  life,  and  then  with  her  three  daughters, 
the  youngest  about  five  years  old.  rode  oa 
horse-back  a  great  part  of  the  way  to  Preston, 
Ct.,  where  she  remained  for  the  time  being. — 
After  the  war  she  came  back  to  Massachusetts, 

*  Graml-daughtei  of  dipt.  John  Hall.—  Ed. 
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where  she  resided  some  time :  but  in  a  few  I 
years  she  returned  to  Castleton,  and  lived  with 
her  son  Elias  Hall,  on  the  homestead,  which  he 
occupied  after  his  father's  death.  She  survived 
her  husband  till  the  year  1808,  and  was  buried 
by  his  side  in  the  cemetery  at  Castleton,  where 
-a  plain  stone  marks  their  resting-place. 

That  she  was  a  woman  of  no  ordinary  intel- 
lect, could  be  shown  from  manuscript  papers 
which  the  writer  of  this  has  in  possession,  writ- 
ten in  1774.  She  was  a  woman  of  great  piety. 
Of  her  early  education  we  have  little  means  of 
knowing.  The  diction  of  her  correspondence 
was  of  a  superior  kind ;  but  the  shortness  of 
this  sketch  will  not  allow  of  extracts  from  her 
letters. 

Capt.  Hall  was  born  in  Plainfield,  Ct.,  in  1727. 
His  ancestors  were  of  English  origin,  and  emi- 
grated to  this  country  sometime  in  the  lGth  cen- 
tury. "We  do  not  find  that  any  of  the  name 
came  over  with  our  Pilgrim  lathers ;  but  the 
tradition  of  the  family  has  it,  that  three  brothers 
,came  over  from  England,  and  settled  in  Con- 
necticut, from  whom  have  sprung  those  numer- 
ous families  of  .that  name,  throughout  New 
England,  and  some  of  the  "Western  States. 

He  removed  to  Vermont  about  the  year  1775 
or  '76,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  200  or  300 
acres,  where  he  erected  a  dwelling-house,  and 
parried  on  an  extensive  tannery. 

Little  more  is  known  of  his  history:  but  we 
gather  from  an  old  manuscript  that  was  writ- 
ten by  one  of  his  sons,  that  he  "  was  a  zealous 
whig,  and  took  a  decided  stand  in  the  defence 
of  his  country." 

Of  his  patriotism  none  can  doubt ;  and  that 
he  instilled  it  into  the  hearts  of  his  children  is 
proven,  by  his  two  youngest  sons'  enlisting  into 
the  army,  and  doing  good  service  for  their 
country.  His  older  sons  being  married,  and 
having  settled  in  Massachusetts,  did  not  enter 
the  Vermont  regiments. 

From  the  old  family  record,  which  dates  back 
about  130  years,  we  find  that  he  was  the  father 
of  12  children — some  dying  young,  but  all  act- 
ing their  part  in  the  great  drama  of  life,  and 
finally  fallen  upon  that  "  sleep  that  knows  no 
waking." 

ELIAS  II ALL 

Was  the  son  of  Capt.  Hall,  and  he  enlisted  into 
the  army  as  a  private  soldier,  but  was  soon 
promoted  to  a  lieutenantcy,  which  he  held  while 
in  service.  He.  with  his  younger  hrother, 
were  tiken  prisoners  by  the  British,  and  taken 
to  Ticonderoga  ;  but  soon  made  their  escape. 
Of  the  time  of  his  services  we  have  not  the 


record  before  us,  but  from  other  sources  we  have 
learned  it  was  some  3  or  4  years  ;  he  acting  a9 
volunteer  some  part  of  the  time,  nis  figure 
was  tall  and  commanding,  well  becoming  a  mil- 
itary officer.  Genial  in  manners,  with  great 
conversational  powers,  which  rendered  him  an 
agreeable  companion  in  his  latter  years.  Ho 
was  extremely  fond  of  society,  and  delighted 
in  recounting  over  the  scenes  of  his  earlier 
days.  Well  does  the  writer  remember  when, 
on  a  visit  to  Castleton,  in  lS37,with  her  father 
(brother  of  Lieut.  Hall)  on  going  to  the  village, 
they  stopped  the  carriage,  and  pointed  out  to 
her  the  battle-field  where  their  father  was  kill- 
ed,  and  they  standing  by  his  side,  fighting 
against  the  wild  infuriated  Indian,  and  the  little 
less  savage  British  soldiers.  It  rekindled  in 
their  bosoms  all  the  fire  and  patriotism  of  their 
youthful  days.  To  them  it  was  a  sacred  spot, 
and  needed  no  monumental  stone3  to  tell  them 
what  their  sire  had  done.  These  two  brothers 
lived  to  an  advanced  age,  one  being  88  or  89,  the 
other  84,  frequently  exchanging  visits,  and  re- 
newing those  kindly  feelings  of  brotherhood  that 
ever  existed  between  them.  They  both  be- 
came pensioners  in  later  life,  and  it  was  a  sol- 
ace to  them  in  their  declining  years.  Lieut. 
Hall  lived  on  his  father's  old  homestead,  for 
more  than  70  years  after  his  decease,  which  oc- 
cured  in  1842  or  '43.  From  respect  to  his  age 
and  services,  his  remains  were  interred  with 
military  honors,  by  his  friends  in  Castleton. 

DR.  SELAH  GEIDLEY. 
BY  EET.  P.  D.  WHITE. 

Selah  Gridley,  a  son  of  Timothy  and  Rhoda 
[Woodruff]  Gridley,  was  horn  in  Farmington, 
Ct.,  in  1767.  His  father  lived  within  the  lim- 
its of  Farmington,  but  had  more  connection 
with  West  Hartford,  where  he  was  deacon  of 
the  Congregational  church.  He  studied 
medicine  and  removed  to  Castleton,  in  which 
place  and  vicinity  he  not  only  obtained  an 
extensive  practice,  but  acquired  such  a  repu- 
tation for  professional  learning  as  attracted 
to  him  numerous  students.  The  impossibili- 
ty of  doing  justice  to  them  all  by  the  in- 
structions of  one  individual  led  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Medical  School  at  Castleton. 
He  was  one  of  the  associates  named  in  the 
act  of  incorporation,  was  the  hrst  President 
of  the  school,  and  held  the  Professorships  of 
Theorv  and  Practice,  Materia  Medica,  and 
Medical  Jurisprudence.  In  IS  17  he  received 
the  honorary  degree  of  A.  M.  from  Middle- 
bury  College. 
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Ha  was  naturally  despondent,  and  an  in- 
cident which  occurred  during  the  latter  part 
of  hi*  life  heightened  his  despondency  al- 
most to  insane  melancholy.  To  make  room 
for  a  new  and  larger  house  which  he  was 
about  to  build,  it  became  necessary  to  remove 
bis  former  house  from  its  site.  In  doing  thi3 
a  neighbor  to  whom  he  was  warmly  attached 
wa3  crushed  to  death  beneath  the  rollers. 
This  gave  him  a  shock  from  which  he  never 
recovered.  He  completed  the  house  but  did 
not  move  into  it.  A  friend  whom  he  invited 
to  visit  the  house  with  him,  noticed  almost 
with  alarm,  that  the  Doctor  carefully  locked 
the  door  of  every  room  as  soon  as  they  had 
entered  it.  His  partial  insanity  did  not, 
however,  disable  him  from  the  skillful  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  At  length,  to  escape 
from  unhappy  associations,  he  removed  to  Ex- 
eter, N.  H.,  and  there  he  died  about  1826. 

In  1823,  he  collected  his  fugitive  poems, 
revised  them,  and  wrote  others,  with  refer- 
ence to  publishing  a  volume.  After  his  death 
the  volume  was  published  by  his  brother, 
Timothy  Gridley,  with  the  title"  The  Mill  of 
the  Muses."  It  was  a  duodecimo  of  267  pages, 
and  a  few  copies  are.  still  extant.  The  sub- 
joined poem,  "  The  Old  Drum,"  is  a  fair  spec- 
imen of  its  contents.  The  chief  merit  of 
Gridley's  Poems  is  the  Christian  spirit  which 
they  manifest.  Their  chief  defects  are  dif- 
fuseness,  careless  versification,  and  a  vein  of 
sadness  which  runs  through  them  all.  His 
"  Gloom  of  Autumn"  was  a  favorite  poem  in 
Vermont  forty  years  ago,  and  within  a  few 
years  it  has  been  in  circulation  on  a  broad 
eheet 

Coventry,  Vt,  August,  1S63. 

8ELECTI0N3  FROM  SELAH  GRIDLEY's  "  MILL  OF 
THE  MUSES." 

THE  OLD  DRUM. 
The  dnim,  the  old  drum,  in  the  wars  of  our  land 

That  echoed  alarm  when  invaded  by  foes, 
Long  beaten  and  bruised  by  a  merciless  baud, 

Now  hangs  in  the  garret  in  silent  repose. 

Brave  herald  of  courage,  where  enemies  met, 
Loud,  loud,  were  its  thunders  when  dangers  arose, 

Hard  beaten  in  battle  and  inarches  when  wet, 
The  last  sad  relief  is  in  silent  repose. 

Long  strained  for  the  march  or  the  quick  reveille, 
And  Bounding  its  echoes  forever  from  blows; 

K'.\Mtic  no  longer,  from  echoes  now  free, 
The  garret  receives  it  to  silent  repose. 

Ah!  much  like  that  drum  is  my  own  fading  form, 
Hard  msed  in  all  weather,  in  tempest  aud  snows, 


Long  straiued,  bruised,  aud  beaten  iu  fcfo'a  driving 
storm, 

It  wants  a  calm  mansion  of  silent  repdsS 

Alas!  no  dismission  from  service  is  found, 

The  head's  pelted  still  for  uew  wants  or  new  woes, 
While  strains  show  a  spriug,  or  while  strokes  give  a 
sound, 

This  head  and  this  form  find  no  silent  repose. 

While  springs  are  diminished,  sensations  remain, 
Like  pride  iu  heart  forever  little  comfort  bestows; 

Remembered  activity  heightens  the  pain, 
And  swells  the  desire  lor  more  silent  repose. 

lith  trusts  when  alarms  and  life's  warfares  shall 
cease, 

When  death  his  long  last  role  on  nature  shall  close, 
he  spirit  may  dwell  in  the  mansions  of  peace, 
This  form  in  earth's  bosom  have  silent  repose. 


TIIE  GLOOM  OF  AUTUMN— An  Extract. 

Hail  ye  sighing  sons  of  sorrow, 

View  with  me  the  Autumnal  gloom: 

Learn  from  thence  your  fate  to-morrow, 
Dead  perhaps — laid  in  the  tomb. 

See  ail  nature  fading — dying; 

Silent  all  things  seem  to  mourn; 
Life  from  vegetation  flying, . 

Brings  to  mind  the  mouldering  urn. 

See  our  sovereign,  sole  Creator, 

Lives  eternal  in  the  sky, 
While  we  mortals  yield  to  nature, 

Bloom  awhile — then  fade  and  die. 

As  the  annual  frosts  are  cropping 
Leaves  and  tendrils  from  the  trees; 

So  my  friends  are  yearly  dropping, 
Through  old  age  or  dire  disease. 

When  a  few  more  years  are  wasted, 
When  a  few  more  springs  are  o'er, 

When  a  few  more  griefs  I've  tasted, 
I  shall  fall  to  bloom  no  more. 


FUNERAL  DIRGE. 

When  shall  the  mourners  find  relief, 
When  overwhelmed  with  seas  of  grief. 
When  kindred  friends  in  death  depart, 
And  anguish  dwells  in  every  heart? 

Let  friends  survey  that  faded  form, 
So  late  with  living  virtues  warm. 
How  can  we  view  that  spirit  fled, 
And  leave  those  limbs  among  the  dead? 

Behold  those  eyes  that  gave  delight, 
Now  dim  in  death's  coid  dreary  night! 
That  lovely  beam  will  ne'er  return. 
Remembrance  bids  her  kiudred  mourn. 

nave  pity,  0  ye  mourning  friend", 
For  here  our  earthly  comfort  ends; 
Our  fondest  hopes  thus  fade  away 
And  perish  in  thLs  house  of  clay. 
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Great  God,  where  shall  our  hopes  repose? 
0,  eheil  Thy  grace  amidst  our  woes, 
Sustain  us  iu  this  mournful  hour, 
And  grant  subniissiou  to  Thy  power. 

The  kindred  mingle  with  the  dust, 
Be  Thou  our  strength,  our  hope,  our  trust, 
May  grace  suppress  these  wasting  sighs, 
And  give  us  mansions  in  the  skies. 


REFLECTIONS— Ax  Extract. 

Awakened  by  reading  in  (he  Christian  Messenger,  propo- 
sals to  publish  by  subscription,  the  sermons  of  the  late 
Jiev.  Oliver  Hubbard,  Prof,  of  Languages,  dc,  in 
Middlebury  College. 

How  sweet  is  the  sound  of  the  name 
Of  him  who  was  dear  to  my  heart ! 

Whose  loveliness  lives  with  his  fame 
Whose  works  can  instruction  impart  1 

With  meekness  and  modesty  joined, 
He  moulded  his  manners  with  ease; 

His  Maker  had  fitted  his  mind, 
At  once  to  instruct  and  to  please. 

With  him  many  Castleton  youth 

Beheld  our  academy  smile; 
His  genius  made  science  and  truth, 

The  pain  of  their  studies  beguile. 

Around  me  to  cherish  my  love, 

I  see  fond  memorials  rise  ; 
To  raise  my  affections  above, 

They  point  like  his  soul,  to  the  skies. 

Remembrance  recurs  with  delight, 
To  days  when  my  ho  .se  was  his  home, 

When  faith  was  more  precious  than  sight, 
When  hope  was  fruition  to  come. 

Onr  Sabbaths  passed  sweetly  away, 
Devotion  commenced  with  the  dawn, 

Fpretasting  that  heavenly  day, 

Where  he  now  to  heaven  has  gone. 

Ah,  when  shall  this  heart  be  at  rest? 

Ah,  when  shall  life's  miseries  cease? 
Ah,  when  shall  I  meet  with  the  blest, 

And  share  their  ineffable  peace  ? 

Make  haste  ye  dark  years  as  ye  roll, 
The  joys  ye  once  gave  are  no  more, 

Your  griefs  come  like  waves  o'er  my  soul, 
I  sigh  for  eternity's  shore. 


A  piou9  and  sensible  friend, 

When  nature's  sinking  in  gloom, 

Where  kindness  and  sympathy  blend, 
May  light  up  a  smile  o'er  the  tomb. 

Sadness   steals  into  and   runs  through 

almost  every  subject  our  poet  touches,  yet, 

once  in  a  while,  a  stroke  of  his  pen  breaks 

into  humor,  as  in  the  following : 

"Joy  beamed  through  the  world  when  a  women  was 
made, 

On  finishing  her,  God's  creation  was  stayed  : 

This  last  best  performance  was  followed  by  rest."— Ed. 


E.  HIGLEY 

was  an  admirer  of  serious  and  solemn  poetry 
and  sometimes  he  enjoyed  putting  his 
thoughts  in  such  forms.  He  and  Dr.  Gridley 
spent  many  a  pleasant  hour  together,  in  crit- 
icising and  improving  each  others  essays  at 
versification. 

As  specimens  I  send  you  the  following 
from  the  hand  of  E.  II.— H.  0.  Kvjlty. 

ON  DEATH. 

X.  Ill fl LET. 

Relentless  Death  !  what  trophies  thou  hast  won! 

Here  sink  the  wise,  the  aged,  and  the  youug, 

Our  predecess  ors,  since  the  race  began, 

Aud  Eden  lost,  have  proved  the  lot  of  man. 

They  lit  on  earth,  received  the  vital  flame, 

Thi-n  quit  the  scene ;  and  in  their  place  we  came, 

Successors  soon  our  places  will  supply; 

We  hail  their  entry,  take  our  leave,  and  die. 

Divine  instruction  hence  to  man  is  given 

"  Prepare  in  time  to  meet  our  God  in  heaven." 


ON  SAFETY. 

E.  HldLET.  . 

When  trouble  comes,  and  sickness  pale, 
The  spirits  sink,  and  fears  prevail 
Jesus  appears,  His  people's  friend, 
To  calm  their  fears,  their  peace  defend. 

When  hostile  armies  ruin  spread, 
Tornadoes  beat  around  my  head, 
If  Jesus  and  His  love  I  share, 
My  safety  is  His  faithful  care. 

When  earthquakes  pour  destruction  wide, 
And  empires  perish  in  the  tide, 
Jesus  will  guard  His  chosen  sheep; 
Safe  in  His  arms  His  children  sleep. 

When  God  appears  enthroned  on  high, 
To  burn  the  world  and  rend  the  sky, 
Jesus  will  bear  me  safe  above  ; 
My  safety  is  His  matchless  love. 


THOUGHTS  ABOUT  CASTLETON. 

BT  NATHANIEL  HOIT.* 

0,  how  silent  is  the  dreary  past ! 
Memory  alone  resuscitates  the  dead,— 
The  youth  and  beauty  of  the  times  remote. 
And  sees  again  the  images  of  former  years — 
Sees  where  youthful  hope,  bright  as  the  sun. 
Looked  through  the  vista  of  the  years  to  come 
Sees  in  the  aspect  of  the  dawning  Spring 
The  flowers  of  beauty  show  their  blushing  face; 
Sees  the  tall  pine,  in  matchless  grandeur,  wave 
Its  rustling  foliage  to  the  sunny  breeze; 
Sees  in  the  distance  lofty  mount-iins  rise 
Tinge  1  with  etherial  blue,  «n d  ever  there, 
Fixed  as  polar  star  to  the  northen  sky. 

*  Nehemiah  Hoit,  now  St  or  &5  years  old,  has  lived 
most  of  his  days  in  this  town,  was  long  a  DeacoD  iu 
the  Congregational  church— is  uow  visit. ng  aeon  and 
grandsou  in  Michigan. — II.  0.  Uigley. 
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Though  evanescent  those  who  paze  upon  the  scene, 

TIk*  mountains  last ;  the  lofty  hills,  at  least, 

A  *MOblance  of  old  Eden's  charms  retain, 

The  former  actors,  where  are  they  ?    0,  where? 

They  trod  life's  pathway  to  its  final  verge: — 

Yet,  I  review  those  scenes  by  memory's  aid; 

I  «ee  the  humble,  holy  man  of  Ooii, 

Whene'er  the  Sabbath's  sacred  morning  comes 

Stand  at  his  post,  instruct,  invite,  aud  warn, 

The  wise,  the  weak,  the  vile  to  flee  the  wrath  to  come. 

I  love  to  see  the  lofty  dome,  where  science  shines ; 

Where  genius  kindles,  and  where  knowledge  pours 

Its  genial  beams  on  all  around. 

I  love  to  hear  of  showers  of  mercy  falling  there, 

As  in  the  past — when  the  whole  arch  of  h'-aven 

Sent  down  its  copious  rain  ;  and  scores  became 

New-born,  and  sanctified  by  love  divine, 

And  took  their  passport  to  fair  Canaan's  shore. 

Now,  marble  speaks  for  those  who  once  could  tell, 

In  glowing  strains,  a  Saviours  priceless  love. 

Farmington,  Oakland  Co.,  M. 

May  15,  1851. 


JAMES  HOPE 
was  born  at  Dry-grange,  Roxborough  Shire, 
Scotland,  Nov.  29,  1818.  Soon  after  his 
father  removed  to  Berwick  upon  Tweed, 
where  his  mother  died  when  he  was  about  a 
year  old.  His  father  afterwards  removed 
with  him  to  Canada  where  he  died  of  cholera 
when  James  was  about  13,  and  at  the  age  of 
15  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  lived 
nearly  6  years  at  Fairhaven,  Vt.  He  then 
spent  a  year  in  the  Seminary  at  Castleton. 
In  the  Fall  of  1840,  he  went  to  West  Rut- 
land and  taught  the  village  school.  The 
ensuing  Fall  (Sept.  20,  1841)  he  married 
Miss  Julia  M.  Smith,  of  West  Rutland. 
They  have  had  5  children,  the  four  eldest  of 
whom  were  born  in  West  Rutland ;  the 
youngest,  who  died  in  infancy,  was  born  in 
Castleton.  Three  of  his  children,  Henry  F., 
I.  Douglass  and  Jessie,  are  now  living.  His 
eldest  daughter,  Addie  (Mrs.  G.  A.  Stearns), 
died  in  Parana,  Argentine  Republic,  South 
America,  March  20,  1871. 

Mr.  Hope  commenced  as  a  professional 
artist  in  the  Spring  of  1843,  in  West  Rut 
land.  The  three  years  following  he  was  a 
teacher  in  Castleton  Seminary,  when  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Montreal,  where 
he  spent  2  years  as  a  portrait  painter.  He 
then  returned  to  Rutland,  and  began  to 
epend  a  part  of  his  time  painting  landscape 
from  nature,  and  again  engaged  for  3  years 
or  over  as  a  teacher  in  Casth  ton  Seminary. 
In  1851,  he  built  his  present  residence  in 
Castleton,  and  removed  there  Dec.  1,  1851. 
Ia  the  winter  of  1852,  I  think,  he  opened  a 


studio  in  New  York  City,  where  he  has 
spent  every  winter  since,  except  the  winters 
of  18G1,  '62  and  '03. 

He  took  an  active  part  in  raising  and 
organizing  a  company  of  a  little  over  00 
men,  sometime  in  April,  irnme  liately  after 
the  rebels  fired  on  Fort  Surnpter.  He  was 
elected  captain  and  deputized  to  offer  the 
services  of  the  company  to  the  Governor  of 
Vermont,  which  he  did  the  day  the  special 
session  of  the  legislature  convened  to  take 
measures  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
Gov.  Fairbanks  requested  him  to  give  his 
compliments  to  the  company  and  to  say  that 
in  two  or  three  days  they  would  be  accepted 
under  the  provision  of  the  law  then  under 
consideration.  In  due  time,  he  was  appointed 
recruiting  officer  for  the  county  of  Rutland ; 
he  re-enlisted  most  of  his  first  company ; 
filled  it  out  to  the  number  required  by  law; 
was  mustered  into  the  State  service  some- 
time early  in  May,  when  the  company  wa3 
organized,  and  he  was  elected  captain.  His 
company  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States'  service  as  Co.  B,  of  the  2d  Vt.  at  Bur- 
lington, June  20,  1861,  and  came  under  fire 
for  the  first  time  at  Bull  Run.  Toward  the 
close  of  the  engagement  he  deployed  his 
company  as  skirmishers,  covering  the  left 
front  of  the  regiment  where  Co.  B  held  the 
ground  for  over  half  an  hour  after  all  other 
troups  had  left  the  field.  While  he  remained 
in  the  service,  besides  having  charge  of  his 
company,  he  had  a  sort  of  general  detail 
from  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith  as  a  scout,  which 
occupied  much  of  his  time  when  in  camp. 
Capt.  Hope  was  often  detailed  as  an  engin- 
eer in  both  departments,  and  was  for  a  time 
detailed  as  topographical  engineer  at  general 
head-quarters.  By  over-work  and  exposure 
he  gradually  lost  his  health,  till  at  length, 
finding  himself  unable  to  do  duty,  even  on 
horseback,  he  resigned,  and  returned  to 
Vermont  in  the  Spring  of  18G3,  with  many 
regrets  that  lie  was  obliged  to  leave  the  old 
2d  before  its  work  was  done,  and  with  the 
intention  of  again  entering  the  army  when 
he  regained  his  health  if  the  war  was  not 
ended. 

Mr.  Hope  has  still  a  homestead  in  Castle- 
ton, and  a  studio  in  New  York  City.  The 
most  valuable  picture  he  has  over  painted,  is 
the  "Army  of  the  Potomac,"  at  Cumberland 
Landing,  which  is  valued  at  from  $  15,000  to 
|  20,000,  and  which  is  stiil  in  his  possession. 
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His  most  important  brook  and  forest  scenery, 
which  are  mostly  Vermont  scenes,  are  "Forest 
Glen,"  "The  Gem  of  the  Forest,"  "Crystal 
Cretk,"  "Cedar  Swamp,"  (two  or  three  diff- 
erent ones),  "Summer's  Dream,"  "The  Ba- 
sin," "Great  Falls,"  of  the  Potomac,  and  a 
host  of  lesser  but  carefully  finished  studies 
from  nature. 

Among  his  earlier  patrons  were  Hon.  Solo- 
mon Foot,  C.  Sheldon,  Esq.,  Dr.  L.  Sheldon, 
D.  Morgan,  and  C.  Slason,  of  Rutland,  and 
best  friend  and  patron  of  all  up  to  this  day ; 
Carlos  S.  Sherman,  Esq.,  of  Castleton,  D.  D. 
Dana,  of  Boston,  and  his  lamented  friend, 
Capt.  S.  G.  Perkins,  M.  D.,  who  fell  at  Ash- 
by's  Gap,  Va.  In  later  years,  Marshal  Pep- 
oon,  Esq.,  New  York,  Gen.  John  0.  Wood- 
ruff, J.  M.  Furman,  A.  Child,  Percy  R.  Pyne, 
John  A.  Stewart,  Theodore  Tilton,  L  de- 
Forest  Woodruff,  M.  D.,  Dr.  Thomas  Cook, 
S.  A.  Baxter,  J.  J.  Griffin,  James  Mills,  Jo- 
seph Richards,  Daniel  S.  Miller,  J.  E.  Wil- 
liams, Rev.  Norman  Seaver,  Col.  C.  B. 
Btoughton,  W.  B.  Isham,  A.  Oakey  Hall, 
&c,  with  many  others  of  New  York  City, 
Thomas  Musseri,  of  Montreal,  B.  F.  Gardner- 
of  Baltimore,  J.  K.  Sohnburger,  of  Cincin, 
natti,  Gen.  George  J.  Magee,  of  Watkins, 
N.  Y.,  &c.  He  has  just  completed  "  Rain- 
bow Falls,"  in  Watkins  Glen,  N.  Y.,  valued 
at  $  10,000,  and  sold  to  a  gentleman  in  New 
York  City.  It  is  considered  his  best  thus 
far  produced,  and  will  be  exhibited  in  the 
leading  citie.s  of  the  Union,  and  be  expects 
to  follow  it  up  with  a  series  of  the  leading 
scenes  from  Watkins  and  Havana  glens, 
which  are  unequalled  by  anything  of  the 
kind  yet  discovered,  where  he  has  recently 
erected  an  art  gallery. 

Spring  of  1872. 

MORNING  IN  THE  VALLEY  OF  CASTLETON. 
Extract  fhom  a.  Lktter  to  Has.  B. 

BY  JAMES  HoPE. 

I'm  painting  a  scene  iti  this  beautiful  rale, 
The  village  the  forest,  the  mountains  and  dale, 
The  pastures,  the  meadows,  the  clear  winding  river, 
As  o'er  the  bright  pehbles  'tis  murmuring  ever  ; 
And  then  in  home  quiet  work  softly  descending, 
Neath  the  sycamore  tree,  or  the  light  willow  bending; 
Thron-h  the  elms,  aud  the  pines,  where  breezes  are 
sighing ; 

In  the  dark  foi  cat  shade,  »  here  sweet  flowers  are  dying 
Whence  the  bright  hues  of  Summer  have  withered  and 
lied, 

And  the  wild  birds  are  singing  their  requiem  sad. 
I'm  painting  at  morn,  when  the  first  rays  of  light, 
Gild  roof,  dome,  and  spire  iu  gulden  hues  bright ; 


When  the  gray  mist  lies  still  over  valley  and  mom  tain, 
Aud  the  waters  gush  clear  from  the  sparkling  fooDraia; 
When  the  dew-drops  are  glittering  like  a  thousand 

bright  gems, 
All  hanging  like  diamonds  on  emerald  stems — 
When  the  waters  are  dark,  and  the  shadows  are  pale, 
And  the  smoke-wreath  ascends  from  the  cot  in  the 

vale — 

E'er  the  heads  from  their  dark  sides  the  dew  drops 

have  spoken — 
Or  the  coy  maiden  half  from    her  bright  dreams 

awaken — 

All  is  peaceful  and  quiet  and  slumbering  still, 
But  the  songs  of  the  birds,  and  the  gush  of  the  rilL 


TO  MY  DAUGHTER  JESSIE. 

BY  JAMES  HOPE. 

0  saw  ye  my  Jessie,  my  sweet  little  Jessie, 
My  bonnie  wee  Jessie,  the  flower  o'  the  lea? 

Wi'  smiles  like  the  morning,  her  lace  aye  adorning, 
She's  my  bonnie  wee  Jessie,  the  flower  o"  the  lea. 

She's  blithe  and  she's  bonnie,  and  sweeter  then  onie, 
And  the  love-light  aye  sparkles  sae  bright  in  her  e'e  ; 

And  pure  as  the  snaw-drift  that  lies  on  the  mountain, 
Is  the  heart  o'  my  Jessie,  the  flower  o'  the  lea. 

1  long  for  the  hour  when  the  winter  winds  whistle. 
Shall  yield  to  the  balm — laden  breeze  o'  May ; 

When  the  sma'  birds  are  picking  the  doon  o'  the  thistle, 
To  big  their  wee  nests  for  the  simmer's  lang  day. 

When  the  partridge  is  drumming,  the  honey  bee  hum* 
xning, 

And  robin  sits  lilting  his  song  on  the  tree. 
And  the  oriole  warbles  sae  sweetly  at  ^looming. — 
They'll  tell  thee,  dear  Jessie,  I'm  coming  to  thee. 

When  flowers  are  again  in  the  forest  glens  blooming, 
And  green  grass  is  springing  on  meadow  and  lea  : 

When  you  see  the  buds  swelling  in  the  grove  round 
thy  dwelling — 
Then  look  for  me,  darling,  I'm  coming  to  thee. 

She's  sweeter  far  than  the  flowers  of  the  mountains, 

And  dearer  to  me  then  the  s«n>s  of  the  sea  : 
Love  flows  from  her  heart  like  the  stream  from  the 
fountain, — 

She's  my  bonnie  wee  Jessie,  the  flower  o'  the  lea. 

0  dole  on  the  day  that  shall  part  me  fra  Jessie, 
And  ill  fa'  the  fate  that  tak's  Jessie  fra'  me; 

May  heavens  best  blessing  be  wi'  my  dear  lassie, 
My  bonnie  sweet  Jessie,  the  flower  o'  the  lea. 


PAST  AND  PRESENT. 
,  To  L    .    .    .    A    .  . 

BT  JAMES  HOPE. 

Do  you  mind  the  bill  where  the  streamlet  Mowed. 
With  the  maple  groveand  the  winding  road? 
And  the  gushing  spring  in  the  uool  retreat, 
Where  we  sheltered  oft  from  the  nooQ-duy  heat  r 
And  tho  mountains  dark  iu  the  south  and  west. 
Where  the  forest  waved  on  each  towering  crest/ 
No  voice  in  their  lofty  halls  were  heard, 
But  the  chipperiug  squirrel  and  the  warbling  bird. 
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Ajua  I  stand  on  the  sacred  spot, 

p,  it  tad  &ro  th»  changes  that  time  has  wrought, 

Hot  one  of  the  old  familiar  things 

Ara  here  unchanged,  that  to  memory  clings  : 

The  winding  road  is  rutted  and  worn, 

L;ke  a  torrent's  bed  by  the  wintry  s  torm— 

The  spring  is  dry,  and  the  hill  is  bare. 

And  th-3  tall  trees  gone  that  were  waving  there : 

Killed  and  gray  are  the  mountains  now, 

I'or  the  woods  are  gone  from  each  frowning:  brow— 

And  fiercely  and  loudly  they  thunder  back 

The  curs  wild  din  o'er  the  iron-track — 

And  the  solemn  awe  that  the  soul  doth  fill, 

Uath  pass'd  torever  from  Yalley  and  hill. 


CATHOLIO  CHURCH  IX  CASTLETON. 

BY  VERY  REV.  THOMAS  LYNCH. 

The  history  of  the  Catholic  church  in  Castle- 
ton  began  when  a  few  Irish  immigrants  arrived 
in  that  town.  For  a  long  time  they  were  visit- 
ed at  great  intervals  by  priests  who  went 
around  the  small  Catholic  settlements  of  New 
England,  seeking  for  and  ministering  to  their 
scattered  flocks  as  best  they  could.  During 
these  visits,  the  priests  availed  themselves  of 
whatever  accommodation  could  be  procured. 
But  the  history  of  the  Catholic  church  in  every 
town  and  city  of  New  England,  at  least  in  its 
early  days  was  about  the  same,  so  much  so 
that  we  can  not  find  any  thing  peculiar  to  this 
place.  Rev.  Jeremiah  O'Callaghan  was  the 
first  pastor  appointed  here ;  and  after  he  left, 
Castleton  had  not  a  settled  pastor.  Father 
0  Callaghan  did  not  remain  for  any  considera- 
ble time  in  Castleton.  The  dates  of  his  appoint- 
ments and  departure  from  the  place  I  cannot 
determine.* 

In  1835,  some  Catholic  of  the  place  pur- 
chased a  house  which  up  to  that  time  had  been 
used  as  a  carpenter's  shop,  and  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  the  church.  This  house  much 
changed  and  enlarged  is  the  church  at  present 
used  by  the  Catholics.  After  the  departure  of 
Father  O'Callaghan,  the  place  was  visited  oc- 
casionally by  Rev.  John  B.  Daly,  until  1854. 
In  1853,  the  State  of  Vermont  was  erected  into 
a  new  diocese,  with  Burlington  for  its  see.  The 
bishop  placed  this  mission  under  the  care  of 
Rev.  Z.  Druon,  who  resided  in  Rutland.  Jan. 
24,  1857,  Rev.  Francis  Preast  was  appointed  to 
this  mission,  with  some  others  adjoining.  In 
Nov.,  1859,  Very  Rev.  Thomas  Lynch  was  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  Rev.  Mr.  Preast,  and  attend- 
ed the-  mission  until  Oct.  12,  1KG9.  In  1864, 
the  church  was  enlarged  and  otherwise  im- 
proved.   Father  Lynch  was  assisted  for  3  years 

*  It  is  probable  that  he  came  and  left  between  IS — 
*nd  !>$-_ ..—E<1. 


by  Rev.  Messrs.  M'Cauley,  Cunningham  and 
Halpin.  In  1869  Rev.  Charles  O'Reilly  took 
charge  of  the  mission,  which  charge  continued 
until  December,  1872,  when  Rev.  Mr.  Bo.->sin- 
ault  was  appointed  its  pastor.  The  congrega- 
tion of  Castleton,  though  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  State,  is  not  large.  About  40  families  scat- 
tered through  some  of  the  adjoining  towns, 
with  some  servants,  constitute  the  congregation. 
There  are,  however,  many  Catholics  in  otner 
parts  of  the  town,  but  they  form  parts  of  other 
congregations.  Many  are  found  in  Hydeville 
and  along  the  west  shore  of  Castleton  pond  to 
West  Castleton  where  they  intended  some  few 
years  ago  to  build  a  church,  which  intention, 
however,  has  not  been  realized. 

During  the  first  fervor  of  Adventism  here,  the 
wolf  snatched  up  a  few  stray  sheep — a  few  poor 
Canadians,  who  hardly  knew  what  they  were 
about,  I  thought,  when  I  saw  them  make 
their  recantation,  after  I  came  to  Castleton, 
when  they  were  taken  back  into  the  church. 
They  were  very  good  people,  I  think,  but  very 
ignorant ;  and  the  Catholics  had  no  pastor  in 
Castleton  at  the  time.  I  know  of  no  other  de- 
falcation in  the  place. 

January  IS,  1873, 

ADVENT  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  IX  CASTLETON", 
AND  AN  EPITOilE  OF  THEIR  FAITH. 

BY  B,  MATHEWSOJI. 

The  circumstances  which  gave  rise  to  the 
gathering  and  formation  of  this  church  are, 
by  its  members,  considered  quite  providential. 
Eld.  Miles  Grant  of  Boston,  Mass.,  editor  of  a 
paper  having  a  circulation  of  about  9U00  called 
"  The  World's  Crisis,"  was  the  agent  employed 
for  this  work.  A  man  of  ardent,  unaffected 
pietv,  naturally  energetic,  and  persistent,  it 
must  be  conceded,  was  suited  to  such  an  enter- 
prise. While  zealously  advocating  the  view3 
held  by  the  "  Adventists"  in  the  contiguous 
town  of  Poultney,  in  the  autumn  of  185S,  sev- 
eral from  Castleton  were  induced  to  go  down 
and  listen  to  the  fervent  eloquence  of  one,  who 
to  them,  seemed  the  propagator  of  a  new  faith  ; 
among  whom  was  the  Rev.  II.  P.  Cutting, 
Umversalist,  resident,  and  preaching  in  this 
town.  Eld.  Grant  invited  his  hearers  to  ask 
any  questions  relative  to  his  assertions,  or  the 
subject  upon  which  he  was  discoursing,  which 
might  to  them  appear  incompatible  with  reason, 
or  the  obvious  teaching  of  the  Scriptures.  Mr. 
Cutting,  who  was  considered  an  able  controver- 
ti.-d.  seemed  pleased  to  avail  himself  of  this  oppor- 
tune circumstance,  partially  satisfying  himself 
for  the  timo  with  such  pertinent  questions  as 
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were  at  hand,  at  the  same  time  challenging  Eld.  i 
Grant  to  meet  him  at  a  subsequent  period  in  1 
public  discussion,  and  thus  settle  his  asserted  ; 
claims  to  truth:  which  Eld.  G.  cheerfully  ac- 
cepted, aud  immediately  arranged  for  the  same,  i 
which  commenced  Nuv.  29,  1858,  holding  I 
three  successive  evenings. 

It  was  apparent  that  the  discussion  ended 
quite  unsatisfactorily  to  Mr.  Cutting,  who,  in 
the  eyes  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  appeared  a 
little  worsted  by  the  combat.  Yet  hopeful  of 
success,  he  again  challenged  Eld.  Grant  to  ap- 
pear at  Castleton,  here  to  discuss  his  peculiar 
dogma  of  Universal  salvation.  The  question 
was  thus  resolved,  "  Do  the  Scriptures  teach 
the  final  salvalion  of  all  men?''  Cutting  af- 
firmed. Grant  denied.  This  discussion  com- 
menced Jan.  3,  1859,  holding  three  successive 
evenings.  It  was  spirited  and  animating,  before 
large  and  respectful  congregations  who  assem- 
bled in  the  town  hall. 

During  the  entire  discussion  it  was  noticeable 
that  the  mind  of  Eld.  Grant  was  so  replete 
with  his  peculiar  views,  as  to  crop  out  at  every 
turn.  Added  to  this,  his  conscientious  bearing, 
and  apparent  confidence  in  the  literal  teaching 
of  the  Scriptures,  produced  the  impression,  that 
he  felt  himself  engaged  "in  a  celestial  rather 
than  a  terrestrial  embassy  :  thereby  arousing 
a  religious  element,  and  eliciting  a  serious  en- 
quiry, whether  these  things  were  so  ?  Thus, 
the  way  opened  for  subsequent  labors.  Ap- 
parently this  debate  ended  quite  satisfactorily 
to  Eld.  G.,  and  the  few  friends  that  now  began 
to  gather  around  him. 

The  following  Monday  evening.  Jan.  10th, 
he  preached  his  first  sermon  in  Castleton,  while 
the  mercury  stood  at  26  degrees  below  zero. 
His  subject  was  "  The  Kingdom  of  God."  The 
neglected  Bible  was  searched,  to  disapprove 
the  strange  and  offensive  doctrines  of  the 
new  preacher.  Ministers  of  the  respective 
churches,  and  their  membership  generally, 
viewed  him  with  misgiving  and  suspicion,  no 
%  preached  three  successive  eveniugs,  and  left 
town  the  following  day.  The  tenth  of  the  fol- 
lowing April,  he  spent  his  first  Lord's  day  in 
Castleton,  preaching  to  large  and  attentive 
congregations  in  the  town-halL  It  now  became 
apparent  that  solemn  inquiry  was  elicited  in 
the  mi. ids  of  some,  not  only  in  reference  to  the 
peculiar  doctrines  advocated  by  the  new  preach- 
er, but  they  evinced  solicitude  for  their  spiritual 
arid  eternal  welfare.  Yet  the  summer  and 
autumn  passed  without  farther  labor.  Jan. 
17,  1800,  Eld.  Grant  commenced  a  protracted 


meeting  here,  holding  it  until  the  14th,  of  tho 
following  March.  Many  were  converted  whose 
positions  in  life  differed  very  materially. 

Drunkards  were  reformed,  and  profane 
swearers  converted  to  Christ.  Even  Roman- 
ists embraced  the  true  faith  I  The  rich  and  the 
poor  bowed  together  at  the  feet  of  Sovereign 
Mercy,  and  sought  forgiveness  of  sins. 

By  some,  it  was  thought  to  be  the  greatest 
revival  Castleton  had  witnessed  since  the  town 
was  organized,  excepting  the  great  revival  in 
1816,  when  187  were  added  to  the  only  church 
then  extant.  During  this  2  month's  series  of 
meetings,  nearly  100  had  professed  faith  in 
Christ;  among  whom  was  the  wealthiest  citi- 
zen of  the  village  :  a  man  of  some  forty  winters, 
possessing  high  moral  worth,  and  a  regular  at- 
tendant on  Divine  worship  :  yet  he  had  never 
thus  felt  the  need  of  being  renewed  by  grace. 
His  heart  had  revolted  at  the  idea  of  eternal 
torment  being  the  Divine  punishment  for  sin ; 
and  when  he  heard  it  e;. undated  from  the 
sacred  volume  that  "The  wages  of  sin  is  death," 
instead  of  eternal  life,  in  unending  torment, 
his  heart  was  touched  with  deep  tenderness, 
aud  he  prayed  fervently  that  he  might  under- 
stand the  truth  in  this  matter,  and  obtain  pur- 
don  of  sin.  The  Eternal  listened  to  his  mid- 
night prayer,  granting  peace  and  joy,  and  caus- 
ing him  to  triumph  in  his  Redeemer.  Mean- 
while the  opposition  waxed  strong,  and  even 
violent  against  the  new  preacher  and  his  doc- 
trine, partly  perhaps  from  misapprehension,  and, 
perhaps,  partly  from  the  same  cause  manifested 
by  the  Jews  towards  Paul,  when  multitudes 
were  induced  to  listen,  and  receive  the  faith  he 
preached.  (Acts  xiii.  44,  45.)  But  still,  the 
good  work  progressed  marvellously,  in  spite  of 
the  most  virulent  opposition. 

As  tho  voice  of  profanity  was  changed  to 
that  of  prayer  and  sacred  song,  it  seemed  to 
oblige  detraction  to  partially  abate  its  in- 
vectives. 

On  the  eve  of  Eld.  Grant's  departure  to  oth- 
er fields  of  usefulness  many  deemed  it  necessary 
:br  their  future  good  to  join  themselves  together 
in  church  compact,  and  did  so,  90  persons  im- 
mediately appended  their  names  to  the  following 
" CIHUSTI  AN*  covenant" 

"We  whose  names  are  subjoined,  do  hereby 
covenant  and  agree,  by  the  help  of  the  Lord, 
to  walk  together  as  a  church  of  Christ ;  faith- 
fully maintaining  its  ordinances,  taking  the 
Bible  as  our  only  rule  of  faith  and  discipline; 
making  Christian  character  tho  only  test  of 
fellowship  and  communion. 

We  farther  agree,  with  Christian  fidelity  and 
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t^kness.  to  exercise  mutual  watch-care,  to 
counsel,  admonish,  or  reprove,  as  duty  may  re- 
quire, or  to  receive  the  same  from  each  other 
as  beootneth  the  household  of  faith."' 

This  church  reject  auy  special  articles  of  faith 
us  superfluous.  The  above  covenant  is  all  that 
is  considered  necessary  or  profitable.  In  April 
1SC0,  a  church  edifice  was  commenced,  and 
completed  the  following  November.  It  is  situ- 
ated near  the  west  end  of  the  village,  is  built 
of  wood,  and  is  55  feet  by  37,  having  64  slips, 
and  capable  of  seating  between  300  and  400 
persons. 

Both  the  interior  and  exterior  are  plain,  but 
chaste,  and  tasteful.  It  has  a  pleasant  and 
commodious  vestry,  capable  of  seating  125  per- 
sons. The  total  cost  was  about  $3000.  It  was 
dedicated,  Nov.  22,  I860,  Eld.  S.  G-.  Matherson 
from  Sandy  Hill,  N.  Y.,  preaching  the  sermon 
from  1  Kings  viii.  27. 

Through  the  following  winter  the  church  was 
supplied  by  transient  preachers.  The  following 
April,  Eld.  Albion  Ross  took  the  spiritual  over- 
sight of  the  church  6  months.  From  October 
through  the  following  winter,  the  church  was 
agaiu  supplied  by  transient  preachers  until 
April,  1862,  when  Eld.  D.  T.  Taylor  became 
pastor,  remaining  2  years.  May  1,  1S64,  Eld. 
S.  G.  Mathewson,  became  pastor,  which  relation 
he  yet  fills,  March,  1873. 

The  government  of  this  church  is  entirely 
Congregational.  During  the  10  years  existence 
of  this  church,  change  has  been  written  upon 
its  records.  Some  have  left  its  pale  through 
unworthiness,  quite  a  number  have  died,  and  a 
still  greater  number  have  removed  to  other 
towns  and  states ;  leaving  the  present  number 
of  membership  130.  The  present  witnesses  a 
wholesome,  and  relatively  prosperous  condition. 
A  stated  ministry,  an  interesting  Sabbath 
school,  regular  weekly  meetings  for  prayer  and 
conference,  a  covenant  meeting  once  a  month 
for  the  church  only,  and  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  administered  once  in  two  months. 

For  years  there  has  been  a  gradual  cessation 
of  what  the  Latins  term,  odium  theologicum, 
but  as  some  yet  denounce  their  faith  as  hereti- 
cal, it  seems  proper  to  append  an  epitome  of 
their  faith. 

They  believe  in  one  Almighty  uncreated 
self  existent  God,  Father  and  Maker  of  all,  om- 
nicient,  and  by  His  Spirit,  omnipresent.  That 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  a  divine  influence  emanating 
from  God,  sont  to  comfort  the  righteous  and  ro- 
prove  the  world  of  sin.  They  bolieve  in  the 
only  begotten  Son  of  God,  as  their  Divine  Re- 
deemer, and  without  Him  there  is  no  salva- 


tion for  the  fallen  race  of  mankind.  Th^y  be- 
lieve the  natural  heart  is  opposed  to  God,  and 
that  a  change  must  bo  wrought  by  the  lloiy 
Spirit,  or  man  must  perish  forever.  It  may  be 
said  that  they  are  neither  Unitarians  nor  Tnni 
fcarians.  They  believe  the  Son  of  God  had  an 
existance  prior  to  the  creation  of  this  pluuec, 
and  it  was  he  whom  the  Eternal  Father  ad- 
dressed, when  he  said  "  Let  us  make  mau." 
They  believe  He  was  the  beginning  of  God'a 
creation.  Rev.  iii.  14  and  Col.  i.  15.  and  that 
after  tasting  death  for  every  man,  he  wa3  raised 
from  the  dead  and  seated  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  Majesty  in  the  heavens,  there  to  remain  our 
Intercessor,  or  High  Priest,  until  his  enemies  be 
made  his  foostool.  They  believe  the  Father 
has  delegated  him  with  power  to  raise  the 
dead,  and  judge  the  world  at  the  last  day. 
And  though  the  Father  is  not  the  God  of  the 
dead,  yet  hath  he  provided  a  God  of  the  dead 
in  the  person  of  his  Son.  Matt.  xxii.  32,  Rom. 
xiv.  9.  They  believe  the  prophecies  relating 
to  our  world  are  nearly  fulfilled,  when  this 
same  Jesus  will  come  the  second  time,  just  as 
He  went  away,  literally  and  personally.  John 
xiv.  3,  Rev.  xx.  12.  He  will  then  give  the 
righteous  an  heirship  with  Himself  to  His  ever- 
lasting Kingdom ;  which  kingdom  comprises 
the  territory  under  the  whole  heavens.  Dan. 
vii.  27;  Ps.  xxxvii.  9,  11,  22,  29,  34;  Matt.  v. 
5  ;  Rev.  xi.  15. 

They  believe  this  earth  will  be  melted,  the 
works  therein  burned  up,  the  curse  entirely 
removed;  and  it  will  appear  again,  in  all  its 
pristine  loveliness  and  beauty,  as  at  the  first, 
when  the  morning  stars  sang  together,  and  all 
the  sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy,  and  its  Creator 
pronounced  it  ,k  very  good."  Christ  its  right- 
ful King  will  reign  over  it  forever.  They  be- 
lieve that  mankind  do  not  naturally  possess  im- 
mortality, but  it  is  something  to  be  sought 
after  by  patient  continuance  in  well  doing. 
Rom.  ii.  t. 

That  in  death,  there  is  a  total  cessation  of  all 
the  vital  functions,  so  that  man  is  unable  to  ro- 
mernber  God,  or  experience  emotions  of  love, 
hatred  or  envy,  (Ps.  vi.  5,  cxlvi.  4,  Eccl.  ix. 
5,  6,)  but  sleeps  unconsciously  until  the  resur- 
rection: when  the  righteous  dead  are  raised, 
the  righteous  living  changed,  and  together 
caught  up  to  meet  tho  Lord  in  the  air :  1 1  Thesa. 
iv.  16.  17.)  that  they  abide  in  the  chambers  of 
tho  Lord  or  New  Jerusalem,  until  tho  earth  is 
cleansed  by  fire,  and  fitted  up  for  the  saints; 
when  this  New  Jerusalem  city  descends  from 
God  out  of  heaven,  and  becomes  tho  Dictropo* 
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lis  of  the  new  earth.  They  believe  the  wicked 
dead  will  be  raised  a  period  of  time  after  the 
righteous,  that  both  classes  are  not  raised  at 
the  same  time. 

They  believe  that  when  the  elements  and 
earth  melt  with  fervent  heat,  the  wicked,  in- 
stead of  suffering  eternal  torment,  will  then  be 
burnt  up,  and  entirely  consumed  out  of  the 
earth,  as  the  fat  of  lambs  is  consumed  into 
smoke;  Ps.  xxxvii.  20,  civ.  and  35,  and  become 
ashes  under  tl.e  feet  of  the  reighteous  :  Matt, 
iv.  3.  verifying  the  declaration,  that  "the  right- 
eous shall  be  recompensed  in  the  earth:  much 
more  the  sinner  and  the  wicked."  They  be- 
lieve there  will  be  a  mixed  state  of  good  and 
evil,  in  society  generally,  until  the  end  of  the 
world  ;  that  the  modern  notion  of  a  milleuium 
prior  to  the  second  coming  of  Christ  is  a  mere 
table.    Matt,  xiil  30 .  Dan.  vii.  21. 

They  acknowledge  no  baptism  valid  but  im- 
mersion ;  and  believers  the  only  fit  subjects  for 
this  ordinance :  but  encourage  all  to  come  to 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  that  love 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity.  They  be- 
lieve the  Bible  is  a  sufficient  creed,  and  enjoin 
no  other.  They  believe  in  interpreting  the 
Scriptures  literally,  that  is,  according  to  the 
natural  and  primitive  sense  of  the  words,  in  all 
cases  where  it  does  not  involve  a  contradiction 
of  the  Bible,  or  an  obvious  absurdity.  That 
symbols,  tropes  and  metaphors  should  be  inter- 
preted according  to  the  laws  given  in  the  Scrip- 
tures. 


VERMONT  VOLUNTEERS. 

BY  REV.  DANIEL  T.  TAYLOR. 
I. 

When  a  dark  and  hell-born  treason 

Mocked  the  nation's  hallowed  trust; 
And  our  starry  flag  of  Freedom, 

Rent  by  traitors,  trailed  in  dust; — 
Then  the  bia\e  power's  galling  fetters 

In  which  Northmen  long  did  lay  ; 
Touched  by  Freedom's  pen  and  spear-point, 

Broke  and  vanished  in  a  day  : 
And  our  cotiutry'a  nol  le  war  chief 

Pealed  forth  high  a  bugle  call, 
Ocean  answering  back  to  ocean,— 
44  To  the  rescue,  one  and  all !" 
*  First  among  the  gallant  yeomen, 

Rushing  to  the  dangerous  front; 
With  a  step  and  will  undaunted, — 

Came  the  sons  of  old  Vermont. 

i  I. 

For  Liberty  her  sagos  woke, 

And  patriot  heroes  bravely  spoke, — 

*  Thn  First  Regiment  Vt.  Volunteers  (three  montbi 
men)  numbering  7bO  men  und<T  Colonel  Phelps,  broke 
camp  at  Rutland,  .May  11th,  1SGI,  reaching  Fortress 
Mu  .roo  the  following  Monday  morning.  But  one — a 
Mass.  regiment — was  there  before  them. 


Green  Mountain  men  to  us  give  ear, 
The  crisis  of  the  age  is  here; 
The  nation's  second  birth  is  come, — 
Will  ye  sit  idle, — cowards — dumb? 
Awake!  awake!  thou  slumbering  North 
And  send  thy  valiant  legions  forth  ; 
Go  forth  and  break  the  oppressor's  rod, 
Go  forth  and  tru-t  in  Cromwell's  God. 
Fling  out  our  banner,  bid  it  float, 
Fear  not  the  camion's  thundering  throat; 
Honor  the  State  that  gave  you  birth, 
Strike  red  hand  treason  to  the  earth; 
Strikel  till  the  haughty  Southron  yield; 
Strike!  till  the  vanquished  quit  the  field, 
No  tardy  feet,  the  threshold  cross, 
Nor  linger,  let  the  day  be  lost; 
Let  freedom  be  your  battle  cry, 
And  tor  your  country  dare  to  die; 
And  should  ye  faint  or  falter — hark  ! 
Remember  Allen, — Warner, — Stark. 

III. 

We  come?  we  come!  was  their  lofty  cry, 

Our  hearts  are  true  and  our  weapons  bright ; 
To  fight  and  to  conquor,  to  do  and  die, 

Till  traitors  sink  in  a  starless  night. 
We  have  turned  our  pruning  hooks  into  spears, 

We  have  moulded  our  plow-shares  into  swords: 
Farewell  to  the  peace  of  fifty  years, — 

To  arms  and  vanquish  the  rebel  hordes. 
And  from  North,  where  Missisco's  waters  lave, 

And  South  where  the  Green  ridge  sinks  to  hill  ; 
From  Connecticut's  valley  to  Champlain's  wave, 

They  came,  the  men  of  the  iron-will. 
The  mountain  peaks  echoed  from  rock  and  glen, 

To  the  fife's  shrill  notes,  to  the  roll  of  the  drum 
f  As  when  Roderick  summoned  Clan  Alpine's  men,— 

They  answering  shouted,  We  come  !  we  come  1 

IV. 

0  fate  so  mystic  and  so  dumb ; 
0  hour  oi  parting  and  of  pain  ! 
Ilope  and  despair  alternate  reign  1 
The  day  of  sad  farewells  hath  come — 
And  now  they  gather  round  sweet  home, 
Ah!  will  they  see  that  home  again? 
44 1  go  my  loved"  the  soldier  said, 
44  Heaven's  blessings  rest  ou  thee  alway  ; 
To-morrow'll  find  me  far  away}" 
Then  parent,  wife,  and  mountain  maid. 
Looked  through  the  raining  tears  and  prayed, 
'"God  help  thee  in  the  dreadful  fray." 
44  Farewell,  my  loved  ones,  all,"  he  cried, 
"Farewell,  Vermont,  my  joy,  my  boast," 
44  Farewell," — his  feet  the  thre>ho!d  crossed  ; 
41  Farewell,"  they  one  and  all  replied, 
The  soldier  brushed  his  tears  aside, 
And  sped  to  join  the  mustering  host. 

V. 

The  first  and  foremost  everywhere, 
With  steady  aim  and  dash  and  cheers  ; 

Where  rudely  sweeps  the  storm  of  war, 
Are  seen  our  noble  volunteers, 
♦  Big  Bethel  first  their  prowess  proved, 

f  Scott's  Lady  of  the  Lake.    Canto  V.  Section  TX. 

?  Big  Bethel,  June  loth,  1861.  The  fir^t  land  fight 
with  Infantry  in  Virginia.  Tin  !ir>t  Vermont  was  in 
the  fight — none  ki.led  —  several  wounded  —  some 
miisiug. 
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Bull  Kun  Nut  fired  their  hearts  to  steel, 
Mills  their  daring  valor  moved, 

And  showed  their  stern  uneonquered  zeal. 
The  gazing  armies  held  their  breath ; 

They  charged  the  foe  at  double  quick; 
They  rushed  right  in  the  jaws  of  death. 

While  red  with  blood  ran  Warwick  Creek. 
At  York  the  foemen  hotly  pressed, 

Fast,  fast  their  flying  ranks  they  urge; 
And  still  our  men  in  bold  unrest, 
*  "All  ready"  stood  at  Williamsburg. 
In  Chickahominy's  dreary  swamps, 

Where  fever  breathed  its  poisonous  breath; 
By  day's  fierce  heat, — by  evening's  damps, — 

They  strove  with  rebels  and  with  death. 
Then  came  the  *•  Battle-week''  of  blood  ; 

Thrice  and  again  the  foe  was  foiled, 
They  fell  upon  Virginia's  sod, 

They  sleep  beneath  Virginia's  soil. 
South  Mountain  found  them  wide  awake, 

Their  bayonets  flashing  in  the  sun  : 
The  traitor's  bristling  ranks  they  break, 

Nor  halt  until  the  day  is  won. 
And  when  thy  fields,  0  Antietam, 

Won  earthly  glories  ne'er  shall  fade; 
With  serried  columns  bold  and  calm, 

None  faltered  in  Vermont's  Brigade. 
And  rebel  troopers  found  a  grave, 

•Or  fled  like  sheep  at  Ashby's  Gap  ; 
When  Vermont's  horsemen  quick  aud  brave, 

Fell  on  them  like  a  thunder  clap. 
At  Fredericksburg,  and  Chancellorsville, 

Their  furious  charge  'mid  cannon's  roar, 
Shall  tell  their  sturdy  valor  till 

Old  Time's  red  battles  all  are  o'er. 
When  freemen  treason's  minions  met 

At  Gettysburg,  our  men  were  there, 
To  drive  them  from  the  Key-stone  State, — 

Back  to  their  own  detested  lair. 
Upon  the  nation's  capitol 

The  rebel  fixed  his  wishful  eye, 
But  when  his  hordes  it  would  enthrall 

We  saved  it — for  Vermont  was  by. 
Where  Mississippi  rolls  along 

Her  dark,  still  waters,  grand  and  huge; 
With  gleaming  steel  and  shout  and  song, 

They  bled  and  died  at  Baton  Rouge. 
The  Delta  State's  broad  bayous  saw 

Their  flag  in  triumph  at  Teche; 
Bontte,  and  Allamaud's  proud  hurrahs, 

RaDg  out  their  hard-won  victory. 
Impetuous  on  the  Forts  they  fly  ; 

Port  Hudson  saw  them  bound  to  win — 
Saw  -'death  or  victory"  in  each  eye, 

Then  ope'd  her  gates  and  let  them  in. 
At  Chapins,  Fishers,  Mount  Jackson, 

And  Weldon,  Todds,  and  Rains,  and  Po, 
Cold  Harbor,  Hares,  and  Middletown, 

Vermont  help  waste  the  wily  foe. 
At  Cedar  Creek  thoy  still  him  pressed, 

At  Hatchers,  Newton,  Poplar  grove, 
They  tracked  him  to  the  Wilderness, 

And  back  the  rebel  armies  drove. 
But  blood  ran  down  as  water  runs 

Through  all  the  forests  tangled  round, 
And  true  men,  traitors,  foe  and  friend, 

•"Ready,  aye  Ready" — a  Scottish  war  emblem. 
Scott's  "  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel."  Canto  IV.  sec. VIII. 


Lay  strown  wide  o'er  that  bloody  ground 
We  name  not  all  those  fields  of  gore. 

They  live  on  history's  page  ot  gold; 
Nor  count  again  their  battles  o'er, 

Till  Appomattox'  tale  was  told. 
And  when  before  the  conquerer's  arms 
f  Richmond,  her  gates  flung  open  wide, 
Our  men  still  dauntless  bore  their  palms 

And  marched  in  through  them  side  by  side 
X  Thrice  forty  times  they  met  the  foe, 

Toiling  in  close  and  deadly  strife, 
And  wasted  by  a  hundred  fights 

Helped  save  a  noble  nation's  life. 
In  many  a  skirmish,  many  a  scout, 

On  watch  by  night, — on  march  by  day, 
Their  muskets  kept  a  sharp  lookout, 

Their  good  swords  held  the  foe  at  bay. 
On  horse,  on  foot,  in  camp,  on  field, 

They  bore  our  flag  to  victory  ; 
And  ne'er  to  traitors  basely  yield, 

Till  all  our  Father-Land  is  Free. 
***** 

From  where  the  blue  Potomac  rolls 

Beside  her  famed  and  blood-stained  banks; 
South  where  the  James  dark  fortress  held, 

Our  braves  in  prisons  foul  and  dank  ! 
Where  Rappahannock  sea-ward  goes, 

Along  the  shores  of  Rapidan  : 
Where  Shenandoah  'twixt  mountains  flows,— 

They  died  for  freedom  and  for  man. 
Some  homo  to  village  graves  are  borne, 

Love  plants  the  myrtle  o'er  their  tomb; 
Some  far  away  in  graves  unknown, 

Sleep  where  no  flowers  of  love  may  bloom, 
jj  Some  in  the  nation's  hallowed  ground, 

Sleep  royally  their  last  long  sleep  ; 
Some  lie  where  no  carved  stone  is  found, 

No  kindred  nigh — no  friend  to  weep. 
I  see  them  where  their  camp  fires  burn, 

And  light  the  sulphury  midnight  ai^! 
Their  pickets  on  their  night-watch  turn, 

And  shout  the  challeuge  "Who  goes  there  ?" 
The  lurking  foe  unseen  creeps  on, — 

The  soldier  dreams  not  death's  so  nigh; 
A  flash, — the  bullet's  sped, — he's  gone, — 
"  Comrads,  farewell — 0  God,  I  die!" 

TI. 

Toll  for  the  noble  brave, 
Borne  to  a  gory  grave, 

Wreath  ye  the  bier  ; 
Whisper  each  deathless  name, 
Give  them  to  God  and  Fame, 

Drop  ye  love's  tear. 
When  war  made  earth  a  hell, 
Thundering  shot  and  shell, 

f  A  Vermont  regiment  was  among  the  first  to  enter 
Richmond,  at  its  capture,  April,  l^o.'t. 

t  The  Adjutant  Geuoral  in  his  report  (Oct.  1,  lSt>5  to 
Oct.  1,  l^Co)  gives  a  list  of  about  12'j  battles  and  en- 
gagements in  which  our  troops  took  part  occurring 
between  Big  Bethel,  June  10,  ISGl,  and  Appomattox 
Court  House,  April  9,  1885.  Every  teu  days  on  an  av- 
enge they  saw  a  battle  or  engagement. 

|  An  allusion  to  the  National  Cemeteries. 

N.  B.  Section  V.  contain-*  a  historical  sketch  of 
most  of  the  principal  battles  in  which  Vermont  troops 
were  engaged. 
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Tumult  ran  wild ; 
Looked  they  to  Heaven  in  death, 
Breathed  with  their  parting  breath, 

Mother!  Wife!  Child  1 
Pity  the  soldier's  lot, — 
Home  he  ne*er  once  forgot, 

Died  they  to  save  ; 
Dark  was  the  foeman's  hour, 
Broke  is  the  oppressor's  power, — 

Toll  for  the  brave. 

VII. 

Peace  doth  again  her  offerings  bring, 

The  sword  is  sheathed, — the  war  is  past; 
And  all  our  broad  green  land  still  rings 

With  shouts  of  victory,  won  at  last. 
I  hear  the  anthems  of  the  Free  ; 

I  see  a  nation  bora  anew  ;  — 
While  blent  with  glad  years  yet  to  be. 

Sad  pensive  forms  rise  up  to  view. 
"Sweet  mother"  cries  the  child  at  play, 

u  Whose  sword  is  that  hangs  on  the  wall?" 
With  wet  eyes  she  doth  proudly  say 
"  Thy  sire's  my  boy — he  heard  the  call 
Freedom  rang  out, — saw  Liberty, 

And  Love,  and  Truth,  and  Right  defied; 
Took  down  his  sword, — kissed  thee  and  me, — 

Then  went  and  fought,  and  bled,  and  died." 
0  'twas  a  grand  and  glorious  sight, 

When  woke  the  thunders  of  the  North  ; 
She  summoned  all  her  men  of  might, 

And  poured  her  dauntless  millions  forth  ; 
Staunch  brothers,  who  in  woe  or  Weal, 

When  dastards  cower,  and  tyrants  hate  ; 
.The  patriotic  heart-throbs  feel, — 

And  stand  by  our  good  ship  of  state. 
And  now  while  sword  and  musket  rust, 

We  name  with  pride  the  dark  years  when 
Vermont — to  Freedom's  sacred  trust 
*  Gave  four  and  thirty  thousand  men 
Vermont— that  in  tho  nation's  need 

When  dread  and  dangerous  days  drew  nigh  : 
f  Gave  twice  two  thousand  braves  to  bleed, 
X  And  gave  five  thousand  sons  to  die. 
What  though  no  sceptres  for  these  wait, 
|  Nor  Copperheads  applauding  praise  ; 
We  rank  them  with  the  truly  great, 

And  chant  their  deeds  in  deathless  lays. 
Their  fame  all  future  time  shall  tell, — 

True  men  who  acted  well  their  part. 
VeaMO.NT  will  mark  her  heroes  well, 

An  1  shrine  them  deep  within  her  h^art. 
Called  home  from  fierce  and  sanguine  wars, 

Or  sleeping  'neath  :he  trampled  sod; 
They  wear  the  sacred  glorious  scars, 

Or  weld  the  Union  with  their  blood. 
Illustrious  with  the  honored  dead; 

Remembered  in  all  coming  years  ; 
Green  be  the  laurels  on  their  heads. 

Our  brave,  our  noble  Volu.vteers. 

*  The  whole  number  of  volunteers  and  drafted  men 
furnished  by  Vermont  for  the  war  was  ;i4,2S3. 

f  The  number  of  wounded  was  4, '.',<*). 

%  The  Dumber  of  deaths  of  Vermont  men  in  field  and 
hospital  during  the  whole  war  was  5.12S.  More  thau 
one  half  of  these  perched  in  the  last  year  of  the  war. 
(See  Adg.  pen.  Rep. 

|  Copperheads;  aliaa Tory,  alias  Traitor. 


THE  BEAUTIFUL  HILLS. 
Air — Jas.  G.  Clark'3  Beautiful  HilU. 
O  the  Beautiful  Hills  of  the  Summer-land, 

By  mortal  feet  untrod, 
Where  the  stately  angels,  a  shining  band, 

Encircle  tho  throne  of  God  : 
The  light  leaps  forth  in  its  new-born  flush, 

And  beauty  its  charm  distills  ; 
And  the  skies  are  tinged  with  an  amber  blush, 

All  over  the  Beautiful  Hills. 

Chorus — 0,  the  Beautiful  Hills, 
0,  the  Beautiful  Hills ; 
We  are  going  home  to  the  Summer-land, 
To  Bingon  the  Beautiful  Hills. 

All  over  those  Hills  are  the  fadeless  flowers, 

That  bloom  with  a  thou-and  hues; 
And  diamonds  flash  'mong  the  countless  bowers, 

And  gems  each  path  bestrews: 
And  the  music  of  myriad  silver  bells 

The  air  with  melody  fills, 
While  each  glad  object  the  cadence  swells, 

Tuat  rolls  o'er  the  Beautiful  Hills. 

Chorus — 0,  the  Beautiful  Hills, 
0,  the,  &c. 

And  royal  mansions  with  burnished  domes, 

Builded  with  pearls  and  gold, 
Beckon  the  blest  to  those  happy  homes, 

Where  the  frame  will  not  grow  old; 
But  the  heart  is  flame,  and  the  eye  is  fire, 

And  a  deathless  rapture  thrills, 
While  we  strike  forever  the  golden  Lyre, 

And  roam  o'er  the  Beautiful  Hills, 

Chorus — 0,  the  Beautiful  Hills. 

We  hear  through  tho  howling  of  earth's  mad  storm3, 

The  strains  from  those  Hills  afar, 
And  we  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  snowy  forms 

That  gleam  through  the  misty  air; 
It  will  not  be  long  e're  tho  night  is  o'er; 

Farewell  to  all  Time's  ills  ; 
We  aro  treading  tho  vei  j;e  of  the  shining  shore 

And  close  to  the  Beautiful  Hills. 

Chorus— 0,  the  Beautiful  Hills. 

D.  T.  T. 

Castleton,  Vt.,  Apr.,  18G3. 


CHRIST  ON  TnE  SEA. 

It  was  night,  the  tempest  rode  forth  in  its  power, 
And  the  heavens  were  starless  anil  dreary; 

And  Gen nessaret's  waters  yawned  wide  to  devour 
A  boat's  crew,  all  toiling  and  weary. 

Oh!  wild  were  the  winds  on  the  storm-driven  sea, 1 
Where  that  sailor-band  pressed  no  calm  pillow; 

And  strong  was  the  current  that  drove  them  to  lee 
While  the  darkness  lay  thick  on  tho  billow. 

While  the  rude  waves  rolled  on  to  their  home  on  the 
strand 

And  shook  their  huge  heads,  sprayed  and  hoary, 
Christ  walked  out  on  the  waters,  majestic  and  grand, 
With  a  step  like  a  God,  in  His  glory. 
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Tti»a  the  turbulent  wave*  rushed,  their  Monarch  to 
own, 

And  crouched  in  submission  and  duty, 
An  •  (ieunessiirtt'd  sea  turned  to  marine  and  atone 
•»4th  His  tread  who  had  formed  all  its  beauty. 

0*  »p.ike>,  and  the  billows  in  welcome  caress 
Thronged  'round  Hini  whose  mandate   had  ma«Je 
them; 

Th^n  sank  calm  to  sleep,  like  a  babe  on  the  breast, 
At  the  feet  of  the  King  who  had  staid  them. 

Then   lie  entered  the  ship,  and  its    deck  was  Ilis 
throne, 

And  the  Lord  His  lone  loved  ones  defended; 
And  the  storm  of  its  power  by  ilis  strong  arm  was 
shorn. 

And  the  toilsome  night  voyage  was  ended. 

Trust,  then,  to  the  Mister,  who  hushed  the  wild  sea, 
When  His  chosen  ones  fainted  with  horror: 

Time's  oce  in  will  never  from  tempest  be  free. 
Nor  the  world  know  a  calm,  bright  to-morrow. 

Till  His  tread  on  the  billows  is  felt  as  of  old; 

And  the  tempest  shall  never,  oh,  never 
Spread  again  its  black  wing,  for  Time's  story  is  told 

And  the  earth  will  grow  calm,  then,  forever. 

D.  T.  I. 


MS.  MARA5VILLE 

is  the  inventor  of  the  "Cherokee  Balsam" 
which  he  man  ifactures  at  Ca^tleton  as  a 
remedy  for  catarrh,  throat  diseases,  and  rheu- 
matism. Mr.  Henry  Clark,  late  of  the  Her- 
ald who  has  given  it,  in  pamphlet,  a  very  high 
recommend  gives  these  few  biographical 
particulars  of  our  author. 

"  We  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr.  Mar- 
anville  from  hia  early  manhood,  and  have 
known  the  difficulties  with  which  he  has 
struggled.  A  young  man  without  resources, 
with  no  surroundings  to  aid  him,  he  had  the 
d.sire  for  a  liberal  education,  and  with  a 
manly  determination  he  continued  the  pre- 
paration for  college,  an  1  after  years  of  study 
and  contention  with  poverty  he  entered  Mid- 
dlebury  College,  from  whence  lie  graduated 
with  a  good  standing.  Having  necessarily 
become  burdened  with  debt  for  his  educa- 
tion, after  his  graduation  he  became  a  teacher, 
and  from  1850  to  1857,  he  was  principal  of 
the  Fort  Valley,  (Ga.)  Male  Academy,  and 
attained  a  tine  reputation  as  a  teacher.  He 
returned  North  and  remained  for  several 
years.  In  1859,  he  was  invited  to  accept  a 
Professorchip  in  the  Furlow  (Ga.)  Masonic 
College,  where  he  remained  for  two  years, 
when  he  again  returned  north  very  much  to 
th«  r.;gra  of  the  faculty." 


He  has  just  put  before  the  public  a  new 
and  valuable  discovery  in  medicine  which  is 
the  result  of  experiment  in  his  own  cure  after 
years  of  suffering  from  catarrhal  asthma  and 
which  proved  a  remedy  for  the  ills  with  which 
he  had  been  afflicted.  Mr.  Maranville  has 
published  a  pamphlet  in  relation  to  his  dis- 
covery of  4  4  pp. 

He  was  married  in  1856  to  Flora  Thornton. 
They  have  buried  an  infant  daughter  and 
have  two  daughters  and  two  sons  living. 


SPRING  IN  CASTLETON. 

BY  ROBERT  EMMSTT  MABAMVILAK. 

The  merry  rod-breast  flatters, 
And  chirps  her  matin  a  <ng, 
The  jay  bird  mildly  mutters — 
Thy  stay  has  been  too  long— 
The  swallow  joins  the  chorus, 
And  the  pretty  butterfly, 
That  flirts  an  hour  before  as, 
Then  turns  away  to  die — 
Mounts  gaily  in  the  sky. 

The  busy  insects  humming, 

The  buzzing  bee  and  fly, 

The  partridge  loudly  drumming 

That  starts  the  passer-by, 

The  softly  moaning  turtle  dove 

With  gentle  plaintive  strain, 

So  sad,  yet  sweetly  mourns  her  love 

And  welcomes  him  again. 

The  springing  earth  is  teeming 
With  beauties  rich  and  rare, 
And  every  eye  is  beaming 
With  plea-ures,  full  of  care. 
The  meadows  gay  with  flowers, 
Tho  ivy-mantled  rocks — 
The  swelling  buds  and  showers 
Iu  deep  imbosomed  bowers, 
And  gently  murmuring  brooks. 

The  hillocks  groen  w  th  sweetness 
And  waving  fields  of  grain, 
Clothed  with  their  rustic  neatness, 
A  beauty  in  completeness — 
Have  all  returned  a  rain. 
The  golden  Autumn  rich  in  fruits 
From  Heaven's  bounteous  store 
We  dearly  love,  but  strange  to  tell 
We  love  the  Spring  the  more. 


AWAY  FROM  HOME. 
My  school-boy  days  were  joyous  and  bright, 
My  heart  so  merry,  was  careless  and  light; 
I  o'er  the  lulls  and  dales  did  roam, 
Happy  then,  in  my  "  Green  Mountain"  home. 

I  was  happy  then. 

In  ihe  shade  of  tho  oak  and  mulberry  tree, 
That  circled  my  home,  so  happy  and  free; 
I  danced  and  sam;  the  Summer  away, 
With  lil.ics  and  blossoming  roses  gay. 

I  was  happy  then. 
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On  river  and  lake,  through  Talley  and  plain, 
Roving  free  o'er  the  grem  domain 
Or  through  the  meadows,  with  lilies  fair, 
Free  was  I,  as  the  mountain  air. 

I  was  happy  then. 

Oft  when  rambling  o'er  the  dells, 

I  would  list  the  sound  of  the  village  bells, 

Sweetly  chiming,  filling  the  ear 

Wuh  mellow  tones,  so  rich  and  clear. 

I  was  happy  then. 

At  night,  like  fanes,  Flora  and  I 
Would  watch  the  stars  in  the  azure  sky: 
And  Horace  would  come,  with  rosy-cheek  Jane, 
To  watch  the  whip-poor-will  down  the  lane. 

I  was  happy  then. 

The  friend3  of  my  youth,  ah  !  "where  are  they?  " 
An  echo  answers,  "  faded  away ; " 
Like  a  tale  that  is  told,  and  Horace  so  brave, 
Sleeps  near  the  roar  of  the  ocean  wave. 

I  was  happy  then. 

&.  E.  M. 

Fort  Talley,  Ga.,  May,  1852.  - 


HENRY  CLAY. 
For  the  Georgia  Citizen. 

The  Nation  weeps  a  gallant  son, 
The  Statesman  of  the  West— 
Our  Henry  Clay  !  his  glorious  sun 
°    Has  set  in  peaceful  rest. 

'Tis  good  to  weep,  let  tears  be  shed! 

And  garlands  deck  th  ■  grave 
Of  Henry  Clay,  the  gallant  dead, 

The  Patriot  true  and  brave. 

His  country's  pride  and  firm  defence, 

In  peril"*  darkest  night, 
His  fame  upon  an  eminence 

Outshines  the  dazzling  light. 

When  loud  the  war-trump  called  for  men 

To  drive  the  foe  away, 
Where  was  gallant  Harry  then? 

Oh !  where  was  Harry  Clay  ? 

Stand  up  ye  patriots,  men  of  age! 

With  heads  uncovered  now: 
And  weave  for  Harry  Clay,  the  Sage, 

A  chaplet  for  his  brow ! 

Slrew  flowers  o'er  his  grave, 

Ye  youths  and  maidens  all,  to-day, 

And  chant  the  funeral  dirge  for  bravo 
And  noble  Henry  Clay. 

B.  E.  M. 

Fort  Talley,  Ga.,  July,  1852. 


LILLIE  AND  ISABEL. 

BY  ALICE  D.  COI.ilCRX. 

Those  throbbing  hearts  have  ceased  to  beat, 
Those  little  eyes  are  closed. 
Those  little  restless  forms  are  still 
In  death's  calm,  deep  repose. 


Then  softly  clasp  those  icy  handu 
Above  each  silent  breast, 
And  gently  lay  our  darlings  down, 
Beneath  the  sod  to  rest. 

The  patter  of  those  little  feet 
We  loved  to  hear  of  yore, 
The  merry  prattle  of  those  tongues 
Are  heard,  alas,  no  more. 

The  merry  roice,  the  sparkling  eye, 
The  active  forms  we  miss, 
The  soft  arms  clasped  in  warm  embrace, 
The  loving,  good-night  kiss. 

Twia  hard  to  yield  our  darlings  np 
To  death's  stern,  cold  embrace, 
Tis  hard  from  each  frequented  spot 
To  miss  each  little  face. 

Yet  ours  is  not  a  hopeless  grief, 
We  know  that  they  are  blest, 
For  Jesus  loves  the  u  little  ones," 
And  marks  their  place  of  rest. 
Castfetou,  Aug.  11,  18G3. 


OBITUARY  OF  A  SOLDIER  FATHER  AND  SON. 

Died  in  the  Regimental  Hospital,  at  Car- 
rolton,  La.,  Sept.  22,  1862,  of  camp  fever, 
George  Bailey,  (of  Co.  A,  7th  Reg.,Vt.  Vol.,) 
only  son  of  Clara  and  Henry  H.  Hosiord, 
aged  17  years. 

The  vacant  chair — a  lock  of  hair — cut  from  the  dying 
brow — 

The  pictured  face — fond  memories — these — these  are 
iett  us  dow. 

In  Hyd  ville,  Sept.  19th,  1863,  at  his  own 
residence  (of  disease  contracted  in  camp,  and 
on  the  battle  field)  Henry  II.  Hosford,  (late 
of  Co.  F.,  14th  Regiment  Vt.  Volunteers)  in 
the  43d  year  of  his  age. 

Thus  sadly  is  our  home  bereft — our  country 
has  taken  all. 

George  enlisted  into  the  7th  Vt.  Regiment, 
at  Rutland,  Feb.  11,  1862;  was  with  his  Reg- 
iment in  the  first  siege  of  Vicksburg,  under 
Gen.  Williams,  when  the  canal  was  dug 
around  that  city  which  cost  so  many  lives. 
He  was  sick  at  Vicksburg,  and  never  fully 
recovered,  and  at  Baton  Rouge  was  attacked 
with  fever  which  continued  till  death  relieved 
him  of  all  earthly  suffering's — though  he  did 
duty  till  within  about  three  weeks  of  his 
death.  In  his  last  letters  home  (dated  Aug. 
23,  at  Carrolton)  the  young  soldier  wrote  : 
"  Here  I  am  in  our  ohl  camp  (Parapet)  writ- 
ing to  you  once  more;  but  we  expect  to  move 
from  this  camp  soon,  and  I  will  write  again 
in  a  few  days,  letting  you  know  where  we 
are,  <kc."    The  Regiment  was  moved  to  Camp 
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Wilhams,  (railed  by  some  of  that  fated  band 
of  soldiers.  Camp  Misery)  and  in  a  few  days 
was  taken  from  the  camp  to  hospital,  and 
from  thence  to  the  g-ave. 

Da  Aug.  16,  1862,  his  father  enlisted  into 
the  nine  months'  service,  and  the  wife  at  the 
»  ^citation  of  her  husband  visited  the  camp  at 
Brattleboro,  and  after  saying  the  last  "  good- 
bvV  seeing  his  Regiment  start  girded  for  the 
conflict  with  Rebellion,  returned  home  but 
to  receive  a  letter  penned  by  other  hands, 
bringing  news  of  the  death  of  their  only  and 
beloved  son.  Then  after  the  months  of  lonely 
s  >rrow  and  suspense  waiting  for  the  husband's 
return,  he  came,  but  to  spend  a  few  painful 
weeks  of  suffering  and  with  loved  ones  to 
minister  to  hi3  wants,  to  die,  leaving  a  feeble 
wife  and  two  young  daughters  to  mourn  his 
loss. 

He  enjoyed  uninterrupted  health  while  in 
the  service  of  his  country  until  the  weary 
"seven  days'  march,"  and  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg, but  was  never  well  after.  After  his 
return  he  often  said — "  I  am  gad  I  went;  for 
I  have  done  something  for  tny  country." 

Far  from  home  and  kindred,  lies  the  son 
and  brother,  among  the  graves  of  our  "  mar- 
tyred dead,"  where  the  Mississippi  chants  a 
6oleron  requiem  in  the  peaceful  "  home  of  the 
dead."  In  Castleton  Cemetery,  beneath  the 
evergreens  by  his  own  hand  planted,  to  shade 
the  grave  of  his  "  first-bcrn,"  repose  the 
patriot  husband  and  father.  Blessed  be 
the  mersory  of  our  dear  departed  ones. 
Weary  soldiers !  rest  in  peace — ye  shall  not 
be  forgotten. — A  soldier  s  mother  and  a  sol- 
diers widow. 

"  The  collection  of  minerals.  Indian  relics, 
fossils,  shells,  fishes  and  skeletons,  made  by 
the  late  Dr.  H.  C.  At  wood,  of  Castleton,  has 
teen  presented  by  Mrs.  At  wood  to  the  Nor- 
mal School  at  Castleton.  The  collection 
consists  of  about  one  thousand  specimens. 
They  have  been  placed  in  a  cabinet,  which  is 
Killed  the  "  Atwood  Cabinet,"  in  honor  of 
biin  who  made  the  collection.  It  will  form 
a  valuable  nucleus  of  a  cabinet,  which  will 
be  constantly  enlarged.  The  specimens  for- 
merly in  tl>e  Seminary  will  also  be  joined  to 
'  ~_'  Vllection,  and  make,  altogether,  about 
62  a^ousaad  specimens." — Rutland  Herald. 

1  Lewis 

f  - 1  fc  &3  a 

I  Bai  CHITTENDEN 

a3  W.  ountain  town  of  moderate  pretensions, 
i     .».uha,utland    Co.,   bounded    uortherly  by 
but  »  n  of  Adlison  Co..  easterly  by  Pittsfield, 

I 


southerly  by  Parkerstown,  and  west  by  Pitts- 
ford  and  a  part  of  Brandon.  It  was  grant  - 1 
the  14th  and  chartered  the  16th  of  March, 
ITSO,  to  Gershom  Beach  and  associates. 
The  township  of  Philadelphia  was  annexed 
to  it  Nov.  2,  1816.  The  settlement  was  com- 
menced in  this  township  about  the  clo^e  of 
the  Revolutionary  War,  but  much  of  it 
being  mountainous,  remains  unsettled.  The 
religious  denominations  are  Methodist3,  Con- 
gregationalists  and  Catholics.  The  ia::er 
number  100,  the  Congregationalists  about 
50,  the  Methodist  Episcopate  about,  60,  the 
Protestant  Methodists,  10.  The  Methodists 
erected  a  house  of  worship  in  1832,  and  the 
Congregationalists  in  1S33. 

The  north-west  part  of  the  township  is 
watered  by  Philadelphia  river,  which  falls 
into  Otter  Creek  at  Pittsford.  Tweed  river 
rises  in  the  eastern  part  and  falls  into  White 
river.  The  south-western  part  is  watered  by 
Eiast  Creek.  Near  Philadelphia  river  is  a 
mineral  spring,  and  among  the  mountains 
are  some  caverns,  but  as  yet  are  little  known. 
This  town  is  interesting,  however,  on  account 
of  its  minerals.  Iron  ore  of  good  quality 
is  found  here  in  abundance,  also,  manganese. 
About  600  tons  of  the  iron  ore  are  raised, 
annually,  much  of  which  is  smelted  at,  the 
works  in  Pittsford.  The  manganese  is  found 
at  unequal  depths  below  the  surface,  and 
about  300  tons,  worth  $  35  per  ton  in  New 
York,  are  annually  sent  to  market. 

A  furnace  was  erected  in  this  town  as  early 
as  1792,  by  a  Mr.  Keath  of  Boston.  In 
1839  a  forge  was  erected,  which  makes  about 
500  lbs.  of  bar- iron  per  day. 

The  town  contains  6  school  districts,  6  saw- 
mills, each  sawing  yearly  100,000  feet  of 
boards  ;  1  store,  and  a  post-office  which  wa3 
established  in  1841. 

STATISTICS  OF  1S40. 

"Horses,  126;  cattle,  431;  sheep,  4,323; 
swine,  287;  wheat,  bush.,  1,115;  barley,  5; 
oats,  5,032;  rye,  262;  buckwheat,  345;  In- 
dian corn,  2,379;  potatoes,  16,530;  hay,  tons, 
1,070;  sugar,  lbs.,  11,790;  wool,  9,202;  pop- 
ulation, 644. 

The  most  distinguished  man  who  Has  re- 
sided here  was  Aaron  Beach.  He  fc  _  : 
under  Wol.e  on  the  Heights  of  Abrah  ua  ; 
served  his  country  through  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  was  preventei  only  by  t  - 
solicitations  of  frieu  Is  from  being  with  the 
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Green  Mountain  Boys  in  the  Battle  of  Pitts- 
burgh."— Thus  far  from  Thompson's  Gazet- 
teer, which  is  the  latest  particular  historical 
account  that  we  have  of  this  town  that  when 
chartered  aspired  to  and  obtained  the  honor 
of  being  named  for  Thomas  Chittenden,  first 
Governor  of  Vermont. 

The  census  of  the  United  States  for  1840 
gives  the  name  of  Asahel  Durkee  as  p,  pen- 
sioner for  military  services,  aged  45,  and  the 
Vermont  Register  for  1873  has  the  following 
statistics  for  this  town : 

STATISTICS  FOB  IS 73. 

Population,  802  ;  H.  F.  Baird,  town  clerk 
and  treasurer ;  R.  K.  Baird,  Wm.  Mullin, 
Azem  Churchill,  selectmen  ;  Edwin  Horton, 
constable;  R.  V.  Allen,  supt.;  Hiram  Baird, 
R.  W*.  Barnard,  G.  F.  Durkee,  listers;  W. 
Mullin,  over.-eer ;  P.  Mullin,  agent;  J.  M. 
Farman,  postmaster  ■  H.  F.  Baird,  Danford 
Brown,  L.  Edmunds,  B.  F.  Manly,  R.  0. 
Dow,  justices;  Rev.  0.  C.  Barnes,  Wesley  an 
Methodist  clergyman ;  Brown  &  Clark,  mer- 
chants ;  manufacturers,  Hewett  &  Yaw,  John 
Warner,  E  S.  &  J.  Brown,  D.  Wetmore, 
clapboards ;  D.  Wetmore,  T.  Cheedle,  E.  S.  & 
J.  Brown,  Henry  Spawn,  Hewett,  Parish  & 
Co.,  D.  Baird,  jr.,  John  Warner,  lumber; 
mechanics  and  artisans,  Philip  Dutelle,  black- 
smith ;  N.  D.  Parker,  H.  J.  Perry,  carpenters ; 
John  Perry,  E.  Willis,  G.  Thornton,  coopers ; 
S.  S.  Baird,  gunsmith ;  George  Enslow,  hair- 
dresser; J.  E.  Nutting,  wheelwright. 

Chittenden  is  S.  W.  from  Montpelier,  33 
miles.  R.  R.  Stations,  Rutland,  7  miles; 
Pittsford.  5  miles. 

In  brief,  our  most  venerable  Governor's 
namesake  land  has  not,  it  appears,  at  this 
time,  doctor,  lawyer,  nor  town  historian. 
They  seem  rather  out  in  the  cold,  but  hardy 
mountaineers  have  usually  a  history  of  which 
one  need  not  be  ashamed,  and  worthy,  too, 
of  cornineruorauon.  As  a  few  at  least  more 
sterile  towns,  have  given  us  very  pleasing 
and  complete  histories,  we  still"  wait  for 
Chittenden  with  hope,  though  among  the 
mountains  very  retiredly,  to  make  yet  an 
historical  rally  and  came  noblv  round  with 
a  snug  little  record,  civil,  religious,  military 
and  biographical,  for  the  closing  volume — 
where  all  towns  yet  behind  shall  have  the 
one  more  chance  before  this  series  of  Ver- 
mont town  histories  is  closed.  The  lield  is, 
it  will  be  perceived,  .-,till  open  here  for  any 
one  who  may  be  willing  to  aid  for  the  sake 
of  Chittenden  having  her  history  as  well 
written  up  as  her  sister  towns  around  her. 
We  most  especially  desire  a  good  biography 


of  Aaron  Beach,  of  revolutionary  fame,  men- 
tioned by  Thompson. — Ed. 

[Received  since  the  above  was  in  type — Ed.] 

HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  CHITIESDES'. 

FROM  THE  RECORDS. 

The  town  of  Chittenden  was  chartered  by 
the  Governor,  Council  and  General  Assembly 
the  16th  day  of  March,  1780,  the  grantees 
were  Thomas  Spring,  Aaron  Jordon  3 
Publius  Virgilius  Bogue,  Seth  Keeier,  Na- 
thaniel Chipman,  John  Strong,  Silas  Whit-  -> 
ney,  Daniel  Lake,  Benajah  Roots,  Ezra 
Root,  Darius  Chipman,  Samuel  Beach,  G-r- 
shorn  Beach,  2d.,  Samuel  Lilley,  jr.,  Ticothy- 
Chittenden,  jr.,  Elisha  Adams,  Solomon  Tay- 
lor, Nathaniel  Ladd,  Eleazer  Davis,  Eb~nezer 
Pitcher,  Henry  Lake,  George  Lake,  Jonathan 
Lake,  Silas  Page,  Dudley  Averill,  Zadock 
Everist,  Daniel  Foot,  Daniel  Collins,  Tb  jmas 
Chittenden,  Jas.  Everts,  David  Lee,  jr.,  Reu- 
ben Cady,  John  Bancroft,  Nathan  Richard- 
son, Robert  Graham,  Sarah  Stiles  Asa  Ed- 
mund, James  Carpenter,  Thomas  Rowley, 
Rufus  Stevens,  Benjamin  Everist,  Adonijah 
Montague,  John  Fassett,  jr.,  Israel  Ellsworth, 
Moses  Robinson,  David  Hubbell,  Benedict 
Alford,  John  Dagget,  William  Clark,  Lebeoa 
Johnson,  Hezekiah  Gould,  Noah  Merwin, 
Jabez  Edgerton,  Jonathan  Fassett,  James 
Murdock,  John  Page,  Nathaniel  CutWr,  jr., 
John  Cutter,  Jesse  Burk,  Elisha  Smith,  Asahel 
Humphreys,  David  Smith,  Amasa  Ladd, 
Joseph  Barnard,  Dan  Barnard,  jr.  One  Right 
for  the  use  of  a  Seminary  or  College,  one  Plight 
for  the  use  of  County  Grammar  Schools  in 
said  State,  one  Right  for  the  settlement  of  a 
minister  or  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  one  Right 
for  the  support  of  social  worship  of  God,  one 
Right  for  the  support  of  an  English  School  or 
Schools  in  said  town. 

First  Settlers. — Nathaniel  Ladd,  John 
Bancroft,  Gershom  Beach,  Jonathan  Dike, 
Solomon  Taylor,  Nathaniel  Nelson,  Oliver 
Bogue,  Zeb  Green,  John  Cowe,  Jacob  Wal- 
ton, Asa  Farrar.  The  Town  was  originally 
6  miles  square.  In  1816  ^ne  half  of  the  town 
of  Philadelphia  was  annexed  to  Chittet.  1~ 

There  are  two  rivers  in  town,  East  (  '  "'s 
and  Furnace  River;  two  small  ponds  ^" 
named — two  beds  of  iron  ore  and  one  of  '  \  ' 
ganese.  The  town  was  organized  Marc  v,r"' 
1781);  the  officers,  Ebenezer  Drury,  rr.  :  :  :  e 
tor ;  Nathaniel  Ladd,  clerk  ;  Nathan  Nc:i='l'Q 

Nathaniel  Ladd,  Solomon  Taylor,  select^ 

Camp 
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Nathan  Nelson,  treasurer;  Jeffrey  A.  Bogue, 
<  stable;  Oliver  Bogue,  John  Bancroft,  Moses 
Taylor,  liters. 

TOWN  CLERKS. 

Nathaniel  Ladd  was  the  first  town  clerk, 
from  March  1789  to  1790,  Nathan  Nelson,  the 
2d  from  1790  to  '93;  then  John  Cowe,  from 
1793  to  1S13-20  years;  David  Ward.-worth, 
from  1814  to  16;  Warren  Barnard,  1816  to 
'IS;  Wolcott  II.  Keeler,  1818  to  1<*22  ;  Jonas 
Wheeler,  1822  to  1S24  ;  Wolcott  H.  Keeler, 
1*24  to  1S28;  Moses  Randall,  1823  to  1843; 
the  14th  of  Nov.  when  he  died  ;  Moses  and 
Alvin  Randall  16  years;  Alvin  Randall 
served  as  Ch.rk  till  March,  1844;  Capen 
Leonard,  Jr.,  till  March  1847,  three  years  ; 
Chauncy  Taylor  from  1  <S-47  to  1854;  Alvin 
Randall  1854  to  1856;  Reuben  Harris,  1856 
to  1871,  fifteen  years ;  H.  F.  Baird  to  the 
present  time.    (Feb.  1873.) 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

In  1797,  John  Cowe  was  chosen  representa- 
tive, and  is  the  first  on  record.  In  1801,  and  in 
1804,  Cowe  was  again  chosen  representative. 
I  rind  no  record  of  any  one  being  chosen  from 
1S04,  till  1810,  when  Thomas  Manley  was 
chosen  and  there  is  no  other  record  till  1817, 
when  Thomas  Manley  was  chosen.  In  1818, 
Howard  Mitchell  was  chosen;  in  1819,  Jonas 
Wheeler;  1820  and '21,  Wolcott  H.  Keeler; 
1*22,  Jonas  Wheehr:  1823  and  24,  Wolcott  H. 
Keeler;  in  1825,  Warren  Barnard;  in  1820, 
W.  II.  Keeler;  in  1827,  there  is  no  record  of 
any  one  being  chosen  ;  1828  and  '29  *30,  Jonas 
Wheeler  was  chosen  ;  in  1831,  John  Wood- 
bury; in  1832,  no  record  of  any  being  chosen  ; 
1833,  John  Woodbury  was  chosen  ;  in  1834, 
Jonas  Wheeler ;  1835  and  '8,  Thomas  J.  Leon- 
ard ;  1837  to  '41,  Capen  Leonard  ;  1842-'3-,4, 
Dan  B.  Bogue;  1845,  Capen  Leonard;  in  1840, 
Thomas  Manley;  in  1847,  Wm.  H.  Harrison  ; 
in  1848,  Reuben  Harris;  in  1849,  Wm.  Ii. 
Harrison;  in  1850,  Samuel  W.  Harrison  ;  in 
1851  and  1852.  Joseph  Parker;  in  1853,  Mil- 
ton F.  Manley;  1854  and  '55,  Joseph  Wetmore ; 
1856  and  '7,  George  W.  Barnard  ;  1 358  and  '9, 
H.  F.  Baird;  1*00  and  '61,  Linus  Edmonds; 
1*62  and  '3,  Milton  F.  Manley  ;  1864  and  '65 
Lewis  I.  Winslow;  1866  and  '7,  Hira.ru  Baird  • 
-l^j.Sand  '9,Chark-s  Hewett  ;  in  1870,  11  irani 
I'.  Baird  was  elected  for  2  years ;  in  1872,  Roy- 
al W.  Barnard  elected  for  2  years.  I  believe 
Nathaniel  Ladd  was  the  first  representative 
but  I  cannot  find  any  record  of  it. 


Nathaniel  Ladd  was  the  first  settler  aid 
Anson  Ladd,  son  of  Nathaniel,  was  the  first 
child  born  in  town.  I  cannot  find  any  record 
of  the  names  of  persons  who  have  served  in 
any  of  the  wars.  I  am  informed  that  Jona- 
than Wood  &  Josiah  Pearson  served  in  tie 
Revolutionary  War,  Thaddeus  Baird  <k  Brael 
Hewett  served  in  the  war  of  1*12.  I  am  un- 
able to  give  the  names  of  all  of  those  who 
served  in  the  war  of  '61,  Wallace  Noyes  aid 
Cyrus  Whitcomb  died  at  or  near  Vicksburg. 
Arza  P.  Noyes  was  killed  near  Richmond  ia 
Kilnatrick's  Raid.  Martin  Clark,  C.  P.  Bar- 
nard. Lewis  Martin,  L.  L.  Baird,  Va'.orous 
Bump,  and  Wilbur  F.  Freeman  died  in  the 
army. 

I  send  you  copy  of  a  portion  of  the  proprie- 
tors' records  previous  to  the  organization  of 
the  town,  the  first  and  last  part  of  the  record 
is  gone.  You  can  obtain  the  names  of  some 
of  the  first  settlers  from  them  if  nothing 
more. 

[The  first  part  of  the  Record  being  hit.] 

9thly,  Voted  that  five  pounds  be  given  to 
Mr.  Gershorn  Beach  for  charter  ices  aid 
other  incid  ntal  charges. 

lOthly,  Voted  that  this  meeting  be  ad- 
journed to  the  2nd  Wednesday  in  At  ril  next, 
to  be  hoiden  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr. 
Dan  Barnard,  in  Chittenden,  at  Ten  q'^jJ*. 
in  the  Morning. 

Attest,  Sam'L  H  ARBISOS,  prs  clerk. 

April  loch,  17;5. 
The  Meeting  is  opened  according  to  ad- 
journment that  was  made  from  Lt.  Barns, 
Inntiolder  in  Rutland,  Feb'v  yth,  17*5.  to 
the  House  of  Mr.  Dan  Barnard,  in  Chittea- 
I  den,  second   Wednesday  in  April,  at  i-ri 
I  (/.dock,  A.  M.,  opened  and  adjourned  to  12 
j  o'clock  when  taid  meeting  opened  and  pro- 
j  eeeded  and 

j  Firstly,  Voted  that  there  be  an  addition  of 
I  fifty-five  acres  to  be  laid  to  the  second  divi- 
sion which  was  voted  to  be  pitched,  of  fifty 
1  acres  for  those  that  come  to  settle,  the  same 
as  voted  at  the  meeting  at  Lt.  Barn-,  the 
method  of  pitching  to  be  that  the  eett.ers  at,! 
those  that  will  come  and  settle  by  the  l-t  of 
Jan'y  may  have  liberty  to  choose  their  2d 
div  "Lot  after  they  are  laid  out. 

2dlv,  Voted  a  committee  of  4  men  to  lay 
out  2d  Div'n. 

3dly,  Vot<.-d  that  Thaddeus  Fitch,  Esq., 
Messrs.  Elisha  Adams,  Jabez  Olmsted  and 
John  Gowee  be  a  committee  to  lay  out  said 
Division, 

4thly,  Voted  that  Jos- ph  Harrison  sni 

Moses  BartleU  go  on  to  improve  and  pea;e- 
ahlv  possess  their  respective  Lots  that  they 
nave  laid  out  and  made  improvements  there- 
on and  that  they  enjoy  the  same, 
othly,  Voted  that  the  above  committee  go 
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on  to  lay  out  the  second  Division  so  that 
they  make  returns  to  the  clerk  if  Possible  by 
the  1st  of  July  next  ensuing. 

6thly,  Voted  th.it  there  be  a  committee  to 
lay  out  the  road  in  said  Town. 

7thly,  Voted  that  the  above  committee 
that  is  to  lay  out  the  21  div.  be  the  commit- 
tee to  lay  out  Roads. 

Sthly,  Voted  that  the  committee  begin  to 
.lay  out  a  road  at  the  East  line  of  Chittenden 
and  continue  the  same  Westerly  so  far  as 
they  shall  think  proper,  then  to  divide  into 
two  branches,  one  to  come  out  at  or  near  Mr. 
Nath'l  Ladd's,  the  other  to  come  out  at  Mr. 
Dan  Barnard's. 

'Jthly,  Voted  that  the  same  committee  lay 
out  any  other  Roads  that  may  accommodate 
the  settlement  of  said  Township. 

lOthly,  Voted  that  there  be  five  dollars 
raised  on  each  Right  to  defray  the  charges 
that  may  arise  in  laying  out  Roads  Second 
division  lots  cutting  and  making  said  roads 
together  with  the  charter  fees  and  other  in- 
cidental charges,  &e.f  &c. 

llthly,  Voted  there  be  a  collector  to  col- 
lect said  tax. 

12thly  Voted  that  the  collector  be  the  un- 
der bidder. 

13thly,  Voted  that  Mr.  Nathaniel  Ladd 
collect  said  Tax  at  ooe  penny  per  Round,  he 
being  the  under  bidder. 

ldthly,  Voted  that  Capt.  Seth  Keeler  be 
the  Surveyor  for  the  cross  roads. 

15thly,  Voted  that  Messrs.  Nath'l  Ladd 
and  Jona.  Dike  the  surveyors  for  the  roads 
to  be  cleared  from  Pittsfield  to  where  the 
roads  part,  then,  Mr.  Ladl  to  take  the  South- 
ern part  and  Mr.  Dike  the  Northern  part  of 
said  Roads. 

16thly,  Voted  that  this  meeting  be  ad- 
journed and  hereby  adjourned  to  the  21  Wed- 
nesday of  July  next  ensuing  to  be  holden  at 
the  dwelling  House  of  Mr.  Solomon  Taylor 
in  Chittenden  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

Sam'l  Harrison,  Proprietors  clerk. 

Chittenden,  July  13th,  1735. 

This  meeting  opened  according  to  an  ad- 
journment made  from  Mr.  Dan  Barnard'*, 
April  13th,  to  the  dwelling  hou-e  ol  Mr. 
Soil' a  Taylor,  proceeded  and 

Firstly,  Voted  that  the  accounts  of  the 
committee  concerning  the  roads  be  accepted 
and  allowed  according  to  the  instructions  of 
a  vote  in  April  13th. 

2dly,  Voted  that  the  tax  which  was  voted 
on  the  13th  of  April  last  be  paid  by  the  15th 
of  Sept  next  ensuing.  „ 

3dly,  Voted  that  the  committee  for  to  lay 
out  the  Roads  and  2d  divisions,  occ,  be  al- 
lowed one  Dollar  per  day  exclusive  of  Liq- 
uors. 

4thly,  Voted  that  the  surveyors  for  the 
roads  be  allowed  5  shillings  and  the  men 
that  work  Is  6d  per  day. 

othly,  Voted  that  the  time  for  settling  the 
2d  div.  be  lengthened  uutil  the  loth  of  Sept., 
1786. 

Gthly,  Voted  that  Sixteen  dollars  be  al- 


lowed Liquors  already  expended  and  to  be 
expended  in  laying  out  2d  Div".  Road,  &c. 

7thly,  Voted  that  Messrs.  Nath'l  Ladd, 
Sarn'l  Harrison  and  Capt.  Seth  Keeler  u«  a 
committee  to  receive  and  adjust  accounts 
with  the  committee  for  laying  out  Roads  2d 
Divisions,  tic. 

8thly,  Voted  that  the  clerk  shall  procure 
a  Book  for  to  record  the  business  of  Propri- 
ety Deeds,  &c,  at  the  Proprietor's  cost. 

9thly,  Voted  that  this  meeting  be  aijourn- 
ed  until  the  last  Wednesday  of  Sept ,  1786, 
to  be  holden  at  the  now  dwelling  house  of 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Ladd  in  Chittenden  at  one  of 
the  clock,  P.  M. 

Sam'l  Harrison,  prs  clerk. 

Whereas  the  meeting  that  was  holden  at 
Lt.  Win.  Barns,  Innholder,  in  Rutland  on 
Feby,  9th,  1735,  on  which  the  other,  meetings 
were  held  by  adjournment  proved  abortive 
bv  reason  of  its  not  being  advertized  in  the 
Windsor  paper,  which  according  to  the  laws 
of  this  State  ought  to  have  been  done,  there 
fore  application  was  made  by  a  number  of 
the  proprietors  unto  John  Strong,  Esq.,  who 
sent  out  the  following  advertisement  which 
was  published  both  in  the  Bennington  and 
Windsor  papers  three  weeks  successively  viz., 
Wiiereas  application  has  been  made  to  the 
subscriber  by  more  than  one  sixteenth  part 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  township  of  Chit- 
tenden in  the  county  of  R-utland  and  State 
of  Vermont  to  warn  a  meeting  of  said  Pro- 
prietors, these  are  therefore  to  warn  said 
proprietors  to  meet  at  the  dwelling  house  of 
Nathaniel  Lad  t,  Innholder,  in  said  Chitten- 
den on  the  fifteenth  day  of  Dec.  at  one 
o'clock  P.  M.  then  and  there  to  act  on  the 
following  articles,  viz. : 

1st,  to  choose  a  moderator  to  govern  said 
meeting. 

2d,  A  clerk. 

3  t,  A  treasurer. 

4th.  to  see  if  the  proprietors  will  accept  and 
ratify  the  surveys  and  drafts  of  the  first  and 
Second  Division. 

5th,  to  see  if  the  proprietors  will  grant  a 
tax  to  raise  money  to  defray  the  costs  of  Lot- 
ting the  First  and  Second  Division,  and  luce- 
wise  for  hiving  out  and  clearing  roads  in 
said  Township  and  when  met  as  aforsaid  to 
transact  any  business  that  is  proper  to  be 
done  at  said  meeting,  Addi-on,  Oct.  11th, 
1785.    John  Strong,  Justice  of  Peace. 

Dec.  15th,  1735,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Township  of  Chittenden,  Le- 
galy  warned  and  holden  at  Mr.  Nath.  Ladds, 
in  Chittenden,  proceeded  and  Firstly 

Voted  that  capt.  Seth  Iveeler  be  the  mod- 
erator. 

2dly,  Voted  Sam'l  Harrison,  Clerk. 

3dly,  Voted  Mr.  Nath'l  Ladd,  Tr.-asurer. 

4thly,  Voted  that  there  be  a  committee  for 
to  inspect  into  the  former  proceedings  of 
Ghi  ttenden  meetings. 

Sthly,  Vote  1  that  Messrs.  Nath'l  Ladd, 
Sam'l  Harrison  and  Nathan  Richardson  he 
tiie  committee.    The  said  Com.  brougat  ia 
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lh«  following  report,  voted  unanimously 
t:  it  we  a3  a  committee  have  inspected  the 
former  proceedings  of  this  proprietry,  and 
i;.mit  that  the  ninth  vote  passed  at  Lieut. 
Barnes  worthy  of  reconsideration,  the  meet- 
ing then  proceeded  to  reconsider  said  vote 
when  after  mature  deliberation  and  confir- 
mation of  what  had  formerly  passed, 

Gthiy,  Voted  that  the  whole  of  the  former 
proceedings  be  ratified  in  full. 

Tthlv,  Voted  that  as  the  former  Tax  of 
Five  dollars  proves  inadequate  for  the  pur- 
pose it  was  voted  that  there  be  a  tax  of  fif- 
teen shillings  raised  over  and  above  the  said 
Five  dollars. 

Stlily,  Voted  that  there  be  a  committee  to 
inspect  into  the  affairs  of  the  former  Com- 
mittee for  laying  out  ttie  1st  Division  to 
make  report  unto  the  adjourned  meeting. 

9thly,  Voted  That  Messrs.  Sam'l  Harrison, 
Gideon  Cooley  and  Zeeb  Green  be  the  above 
Committee.  i 

lOthly,  Voted  that  the  fifteen  Shilling  tax 
be  paid  by  the  first  of  July  next. 

llthly,  That  the  former  committee  be  the 
committee  to  inspect  into  the  lots,  No.  21 
and  49  first  Div.,  and  try  to  do  justice  to  the 
proprietors. 

12thly,  Voted  Esq.  Rowly  be  allowed  4 
shillings  for  swearing  proprietors'  officers. 

13thly,  Voted  That  the  public  roads  that 
run  through  the  Town  be  four  rods,  and  the 
cross  roads  three  Rods  wide. 

14thly,  Voted  That  Mr.  Ladd  be  allowed 
5  dollars  for  his  cost  and  trouble  in  bringing 
to  life  this  present  Meeting. 

15thly,  That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to 
the  First  Tuesday  of  May  to  be  held  at  the 
dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Jona.  Dike  at  10 
o'clock  A.  M. 

"N.  B.  The  Surveyor  Committees  and  Chair- 
men took  their  Oaths  before  Thos.  Rowlev, 
Esq.,  that  they  have  performed  their  respect- 
ive duty  faithfully  in  the  presence  of  this 
Meeting. 

Attest,  Sam'l  Harrison,  prs.  clerk. 
May  2, 17SG.  At  a  meeting  of  the  propri- 
etors of  Chittenden  met  at  the  House  of  Mr. 
Jonathan  Dike  in  said  Chittenden  according 
to  adjournment  made  from  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Ladd.  Dec.  15th,  178~\  proceeded  and  Firstly, 
Voted  that  Mr.  Nathaniel  Ladd  be  allowed 
5  dollars  more  in  addition  for  hi  -  trouble 
in  bringing  to  life  this  present  Meeting, 
which  meeting  was  first  held  at  his  house, 
Dec.  15th,  17^5,  and  likewise  for  his  trouble 
in  advertising  the  sale  of  land  etc.,  &c.  (2dly) 
voted  that  the  outlines  of  this  township  be 
run.  3dly,  voted  that  there  be  a  Comitte  lor 
the  above  purpose.  4thly,  voted  that  Messrs. 
Gideon  Cooley,  Elisha  Adams  and  Jabez 
Olmsted,  be  said  Commute,  o'thly,  voted 
that  there  be  another  man  added  to  the  com- 
mute for  laying  out  roads.  0th ly,  voted  that 
Mr.  Gideon  Cooley  be  added  to  that  commute. 
Tthly,  voted  that  £  30  be  allowed  out  of  the 
fifteen  shilling  tax,  for  cutting,  cleaning  and 
bridging  roads,  and  the  rest  hud  out  in  ascer- 
taining the  bounds  of  the  Town  laying  out 


more  highways  for  the  accomodation  of  the 
settlement  of  said  township,  and  the  rest,  if 
any  there  be,  lie  in  the  treasury  for  necessary 
uses.  Sthly,  voted  that  thare  be  ten  dollars 
laid  out  for  laying,  cutting  and  clearing  the 
new  road  to  accomodate  the  new  settlers  :a 
the  north-west  part  of  the  town.  Dthly.  vot- 
ed that  the  £27  reserved  for  the  roads  be 
disposed  of  in  the  following  manner,  viz., 
Irom  Mr.  Dan  Barnard's  to  Mr.  Solomon 
Taylor's,  then  from  the  Town  line  near  Jona- 
than Dikes,  to  Mr.  Solomon  Taylor's,  thence 
east  to  meet  the  roads  that  come  from  Rut- 
land and  Pittsford,  by  Mr.  Ladd's,  likewise 
the  roads  from  Pittsford  line  by  Mr.  Ladd's, 
thence  ea>teriy  to  where  the  road  meet  then 
to  continue  in  conjunction  to  Pittsford  a'.-o 
the  road  from  Mr.  Sollomon  Taylor's  to  Mr. 
N.  Ladd's. 

lOthly,  voted  that  Mr.  Nathaniel  Laid  en- 
joy and  peaceably  possess  a  traetof  land  which 
lieth  between  Nos.  4  and  5  first  Divisions  as 
a  third  Division  lot,  it  containing  between  50 
and  BO  acres,  llthly,  voted  that  Messrs.  Jj.- 
bez  Edgerton  and  Amasa  Ladd  who  drew  tha 
lots  Nos.  21  and  49  1st  Div.  have  each  of  them 
a  chance  to  pitch  a  third  Division  lot  to  com- 
pensate them  for  their  first  Div.  lots  as  the 
committee  reported. 

12thly,  voted  that  those  who  lived  in  this 
Town  at  the  first  life  of  this  present  meeting 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  pitching  and  hold- 
ing their  lots  according  to  the  tenor  of  t^:8 
vote  passed  on  Feb'y,  9th,  ITso,  without  oe- 
ing  obliged  to  settle  the  same,  lothly,  vo- 
ted this  meeting  be  adjourned  until  the  19th 
of  Sept.  next  to  meet  at  this  house  of  Mr. 
Jonathan  Dike  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Attest,  Samuel  Harrison,  Prs  Clerk. 

Chittenden,  Sept,  19th,  1786,  At  a  meeting 
of  the  proprietors  of  the  Township  of  Chitten- 
den, met  at  the  House  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Dike 
according  to  an  adjournment  made  on  _'l 
of  May,  1766,  to  this  date  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 
opened  and  firstly  voted  that  Capt.  Sc:n 
Keeier  be  the  Moderator.  2dly,  voted  that 
tiie  Road  voted  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  tettlers  at  the  north-west  corner  oi  the 
Town  be  established  as  it  is  now  surveyed. 

3dly,  voted  that  .Messrs.  Elisha  Ada:::?, 
John  Bancroft  and  Gershom  Beach  be  a  com- 
mittee to  adjust  accounts  with  Mr.  N.  Ladd 
the  collector  of  the  first  tax.  4thly,  voted 
t  at  thare  be  a  commute  to  make  a  draughi 
of  the  second  Division,  and  to  determine  who 
have  settled  according  the  former  votes 
othly,  voted  that  Me?srs.  Nathaniel  Laid, 
Zeb'Green  and  Samuel  Harrison  be  the  said 
commute,  (ithly,  voted  that  Mr.  Williams 
who  hath  done  work  on  No.  21.  2d  Division 
be  reebned  as  one  of  the  settlers.  7thly,  vot- 
ed that  the  draught  made  by  the  above  c< 
mute  here  in  open  meeting  ot  the  2d  Divis- 
ions be  continued. 

5tl4y,  voted  that  the  Great  Meadows  be 
out  in'an  equal  manner  as  to  quantity,  and 
the  lots  be  drawn  lor. 

Dthly,  voted,  Messrs.  Gideon  Cooley,  Zeb 
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Green  an<l  James  Co  we  be  a  com:mttee  to  lay 
out  the  tracts  cf  and  called  the  Great  Mead- 
(W3.  lUthly,  voted  that  this  meeting  be  ad- 
jou.nel  and  is  hereby  adjourned  to  the  hist 
Wednesday  in  April  next  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 
to  be  holdeu  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr. 
Jonathan  Dike. 

Attest,  Samuel  Harbison,  Clerk. 

Chittenden  4th  of  April,  1787,  at  a  Meet- 
ing of  the  proprietors  of  the  Township  of 
Chittenden  met  at  the  House  of  Mr.  Jona- 
than Dike  according  to  an  adjournment 
made  Sept.  19th,  1786,  to  the  day  of  this  date 
at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  opened  and  firstly  voted 
that  as  Mr.  Green  had  his  House  burnt  and 
Mr.  John  Cowe  the  surveyor  that  hud  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  roads  in  this  township 
lost  his  papers  containing  part  of  said  sur- 
veys by  the  aforesaid,  by  reason  of  his 
Boarding  at  the  said  Mr.  Gr^ei.s  that  thare 
be  a  committe  of  three  men  lay  out  the  roads 
to  be  laid  out  and  likewise  to  see  whether  it 
is  best  to  alter  them  from  whare  they  were 
formerly  surveyed  by  said  Mr.  John  Cowe. 
2ndly,  voted  tiiat  Messrs.  Gideon  Cooley, 
Jabez  Olmsted  and  Jonathan  Dike  be  the 
above  mentioned  committe.  3dly,  voted 
that  the  4th  Division  lots  be  pitched.  4thly, 
voted  that  the  4th  Division  con-dst  of 
one  hundred  acres.  5thly,  voted  that  wno 
ever  Pitches  a  lot  and  can  ascertain  the 
same  and  brings  it  for  record  to  the  Clerks 
Office,  the  first  so  brought  shall  hold  the 
land  if  not  actually  surveyed. 

tfthly,  voted  that  the  three  21  Division  lo's 
upon  the  south  line  of  the  Town  viz.,  Nos. 
56,  57  and  58  are  supposed  to  be  part  of  them 
out  of  Town  if  in  case  any  considerable  oart 
of  them  proves  out,  the  men  that  own,  may 
throw  them  up  and  make  a  pitch  in  any  oth- 
er part  of  the  Town  nut  yet  laid  out,  not  to 
interfere  with  the  Great"  Meadows  or  any 
other  4th  Division  lot  that  may  be  Pitched 
before. 

7th  ly,  voted  that  this  meeting  be  ad- 
journed and  is  hereby  adjourned  until  the 
2d  Wednesday  of  November,  17^7,  to  open  at 
10  o'clock  A.  M.,  to  meet  at  the  dwelling  house 
of  Mr.  Sollomon  Taylor,  in  Chittenden. 

Attest,  Samuel  Harrison,  P.  Clerk. 

Chittenden,  Nov.  14th,  1787,  At  a  Propri- 
etors meeting  hoi  den  by  adjournment  from 
the  house  Mr.  Jonathan  Dike,  April  4th, 
1787,  to  the  House  of  Mr.  Sol  omon  Taylor, 
proceeded  and  firstly  voted  that  the  surveys 
run  by  Mr.  Whitney,  surveyor,  be  accepted. 
2dly,  voted  that  Capt.  Seth  Keelor  hold  and 
peaceably  possess  the  55  acres  laid  out  at  the 
south  end  of  No,  3.  21  Division  3dly,  vot- 
ed that  the  1st  LOO  acres  that  was  "laid  be 
called  a  first  Division,  the  2d  hundred  as  a 
2d  Division,  the  Great  Meadows  m  a  3d  Dt-  I 
vision,  and  the  Divisions  which  is  already! 
Pitched  and  to  be  Pitched,  a  4th  Division 
and  that  those  Pitch-.  1  Divisions  recorded  as 
a  third  Division,  shall  be  changed  into  a 
fourth.  4thly,  voted  that  Nathaniel  Chip- 
uian  hold  the  lot  as  a  first  Division  that 


was  drawn  to  Thomas  Spring  as  a  fir-t  Di- 
vision, upon  this  discovery  that  said  Chip- 
rnan  had  no  first  Division  lot  drawn  ,and 
Spring  had  two  by  reason  of  the  committees 
not  knowing  which  of  the  two  was  an  addi- 
tional Proprietor.  othly,  voted  that  Mr. 
Jesse  Burk  be  allowed  to  pitch  his  2d  Di- 
vision his  lot  which  was  drawn  to  him  being 
laid  uppon  49,  1st  Division  and  this  meeting 
has  allowed  his  Pitch  that  is  surveyd  to  hiru 
as  a  second  and  third.  Othly,,  voted  that  Mr 
Nathaniel  Cinpman's  2d  Division  be  taken 
up,  it  interfering  upon  43  first  Div.  and  that 
Mr.  James  Berry  the  present  owner  be  al- 
lowed to  Pitch  another  lot  and  it  be  laid  out 
uppon  the  proprietors  cost.  7thly,  voted  the 
money  to  be  raised  be  laid  out  m  the  follow- 
ing manner,  viz.,  £60  to  be  laid  in  conjunc- 
tion upon  the  great  road  from  Mr.  Lad:s  to 
PittsforJ,  and  from  Mr.  Barnards  to  Pittsfprd 
line,  and  ten  pounds  Betwene  the  ureal  roads, 
ten  pounds  south  of  the  great  roads  and  Ten 
pounds  North  of  the  great  roads,  and  That 
there  be  surveyors  appointed  to  lay  out  the 
same  money.  Sthiy,  voted  that  Messrs.  Nath'l 
Ladd  and  Jonathan  Dike  be  surveyors  for 
the  great  roads.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Ladd  for  the 
road  south  of  the  great  road  and  Lieut.  B>eu- 
ben  Cooley  for#the  middle  road  and  Mr.  Dan. 
Barnard  on  the  road  north  of  the  great  road. 
Othly,  voted  that  4-6  per  day  be  allowed  for 
work  on  road  till  it  reach  the  height  of  land, 
5  shillings  per  day  for  those  that  work  over 
the  heigat. 

1  Othly,  voted  that  thare  be  a  commute  to 
adjust  accounts  wit  i  the  commiite  to  lay 
out  the  Great  Meadows  and  to  draw  the 
same  and  ihat  Capt.  Seth  Keeler.  Messrs. 
Gershon  Beach  and  Samuel  Harrison  be  the 
said  committee. 

lllbly,  voted  that  Capt.  Joseph  Crary 
draw  a  complete  Plan  of  this  Town  upon  a 
parchment  if  it  can  be  procured  upon  the 
Proprietors  co.-t.  12thly,  voted  that  this 
meeting  be  adjourned  to  the  2d  Wednesday 
of  December  at  this  present  place  to  open  at 
ten  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Samuel  Harrison,  Proprietors  Clerk. 


CLARENDON. 

BT  H.  D.  SPOK70RD,  ESQ. 

This  township  is  an  agricultural  region 
without  villages,  the  inhabitants  being  de- 
voted almost  exclusively  to  farming.  The 
population  in  1860,  was  1.2J7,  241  less  than 
it  was  in  1791.  There  are  five  post-ofnees 
within  the  town,  viz.:  Clarendon,  Claren- 
don Springs,  East  Clarendon,  Chippenhook 
Springs  and  North  Clarendon.  The  town  is 
divided  near  the  center  by  Otter  Creek,  which 
runs  through  from  south  to  north.  West  of 
the  Creek  a  ran^e  of  hills  extends  through 
the  town  called  West  Mountain,  to  the  west 
of  which  is  Furnace  Brook,  which  also  runs 
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through  the  town  from  south  to  north. 
Clarendon  is  a  beautiful  township.  If  to- 
dav  you  stand  upon  West  Mountain  and 
look  to  the  east,  at  your  feet  Otter  Creek 
rolls  his  dark  waves  through  the  broad  in- 
tervals* Mill  River,  bursting  through  the 
deep  gorge  below  Kingsley's  mill,  enters  the 
creek  on  the  south,  while  the  crystal  waters 
of  Cold  River  come  dashing  down  from  the 
mountain  heights  of  Mendon  and  Shrews- 
bury to  mingle  with  those  of  the  creek  on 
the  north.  Beyond  the  intervals  gently  rise 
the  loamy  uplands,  and  yet  further  east  rise 
Bald  and  Round  mountains,  and  above 
these  rise  Pico  and  Mendon  and  Shrewsbury 
peaks,  while  Killing! on  as  monarch  of  the 
mountains,  crowned  with  clouds,  overlooks 
the  scene.  On  the  south,  the  White  Rocks 
of  Wallingford  picture  the  landscape,  and  on 
the  north  the  spires  ana  domes  of  Rutland 
glitter  in  the  sun,  while  on  the  Rutland  road 
you  see  the  iron-horse  dashing,. through  the 
f-and-hills  of  East  Clarendon  as  it  pursues 
its  northern  course ;  and  the  line  of  smoke 
along  old  Otter's  flowery  banks  shows  where 
another  train  is  flying  over  the  Bennington 
Road.  '  All  the  landscape  before  you  is  diver- 
sified by  hill  and  valley,  with  forest  and 
meadow  and  fields  of  waving  grain ;  dotted 
completely  over  with  farm-houses ;  with 
school-houses  on  the  hills  and  in  the  valleys, 
and  church  spires  pointing  heavenward,  pro- 
claiming the  abode  of  a  civilized,  intelligent 
and  Christian  people. 

Now  if  you  turn  back  again  the  leaves  of 
time,  one  century  and  a  quarter,  you  behold 
an  unbroken  forest  that  for  uncounted  ages  had 
covered  this  valley.  One  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five  years  had  passed  away  since  the  Puri- 
tan placed  his  foot  on  Plymouth  Rock,  and  the 
English  colonies  had  extended  along  the  At- 
lantic from  Maine  to  Georgia.  More  than  a 
century  had  passed  away  since  the  English  had 
settled  at  Springfield  on  the  Connecticut,  the 
French  at  Montreal,  the  Dutch  at  Albany  j 
and  as  yet  no  white  man  had  made  his  cabin 
in  this  solitude.  Even  the  red  man  made  it 
not  his  home  ;  here  no  Indian  built  his  wig- 
wam, no  tribe  lit  their  council  tires.  This 
was  rather  part  of  the  common  hunting 
and  battle-ground  of  the  fierce  Pequods  of 
the  South,  the  warlike  Iroquois  of  the  West, 
and  the  bloodthirsty  Algonquins  and  Coos- 

*The  intervals  in  Clarendon  are  nearly  a  milo  wide 
In  souje  places,  uuJ  very  fertile. 


suks  of  the  North-east.  What  bloody  battles 
have  been  fought  upon  this  soil  between 
those  warlike  and  hostile  tribes,  no  pen  can 
ever  tell.  You  gaze  on  this  solitude  and 
the  years  roll  by,  you  hear  the  thunder  of 
cannon  come  echoing  over  the  forest  from 
fort  William  Henry,  Crown  Point,  and  Ticon- 
deroga,  proclaiming  that  the  battle  flags  that 
ages  before  had  been  drenched  in  blood  on 
the  red  fields  of  Cressy,  of  Poicters,  and 
Agincourt  had  again  met  in  deadly  hostility 
in  the  solitude  of  the  wilderness.  You  see 
the  hunter  soldier  with  his  knapsack  and 
gun  on  his  shoulder,  as  he  passes  through 
this  valley  on  the  old  Crown  Point  road  by 
East  Clarendon  through  the  Strong  farm  to 
the  field  of  battle,  look  with  longing  eyes  oa 
these  fertile  lands;  yet  no  settlement  was 
made — for  this  remained  disputed  and  dan- 
gerous ground,  until  Wolf  scaled  the  rock  of 
Quebec  and  mingling  his  blood  with  that  of 
Montcalm  on  the  plains  of  Abraham,  decided 
the  contest  between  England  and  France  for 
the  empire  of  this  western  world  in  1750. 

When  the  white  man  came 
With  steel  and  with  Maine, 
And  the  forest  of  gloom 
Turned  to  gardens  of  bloom. 

The  township  of  Clarendon  was  claimed 
under  three  different  titles,  1st  the  Lydius 
title,  from  Col.  John  Henry  Lydius  an  In- 
dian trader  of  Albany,  who  claimed  to  ha. -ft 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  extending  00  miles 
southerly  from  the  mouth  of  Otter  Creek,  by 
24  miles  in  width,  of  the  Mohawk  Indians 
in  1732,  which  was  confirmed  to  him  by  a 
grant  of  Gov.  Shirley  of  Massachusetts  in  1744. 
Lydius  in  the  year  1760,  divided  the  tract 
(on  paper)  into  35  townships  of  3G  square 
miles  each,  nurn'^ering  and  giving  names  to 
each  township.  No.  7,  which  is  supposed  to 
be  nearly  identical  with  the  present  town  of 
Clarendon,  he  called  Durham.* 

2d.  Under  the  New  Hampshire  title  by 
grant  of  Gov.  Wentworth  of  the  township  of 
Clarendon,  dated  Sept.  5,  1761. 

3d.  Under  the  New  York  title  by  the 
grant  of  Sociulborough  issued  by  Gov.  Dun- 
more,  of  New  York,  dated  Apr.  3.  1771,  which 
included  Rutland  and  Pittsford  and  about 
4  square  miles  of  the  north  part  of  Clarendon  ; 
and  by  the  New  York  patent  of  Durham  is- 
sued by  Gov.  Tryon,  Jan.  7,  1772. 

•  Hall's  Early  Hiatory  of  Vermont. 
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Most  of  the  first  settlers  were  from  Rhode 
Island,  and  held  their  land  under  a  lease  from 
Lydius  by  which  they  were  to  pay  him  the 
rent  of  one  pepper  corn  a  year,  each  year,  for 
the  first  20  years,  and  5s.  a  year  for  each 
year  thereafter,  for  every  100  acres  of  im- 
prove.de  land. 

Tte  settlement  was  commenced  by  Elka- 
nah  Cook  in  the  year  1768,  Randall  Rice, 
Benjamin  Johns  and  others  joined  him  the 
same  year.* 

Jacob  Marsh,  Daniel  Marsh,  Amos  Marsh, 
Oliver  Arnold,  and  Whitefield  Foster,  came 
into  town  in  1769,  and  settled  near  the  creek 
in  that  part  of  Clarendon  included  in  the 
New  York  grant  of  Socialborough.  They 
worked  together  clearing  the  land  the  first 
year,  the  next  year  brought  on  their  families. 

In  the  summer  of  1771,  William  Cockburn 
attempted  to  survey  the  grant  of  Socialbo- 
rough ;  but  was  driven  otT  by  the  threats  of 
the  settlers  under  the  New  Hampshire  title, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  extracts  from 
a  letter,  written  o'n  his  return  to  Albany,  to 
James  Duane  one  of  the  New  York  grantees. 

"Albany  Sept.  10,  1771. 
The  people  of  Durham  assured  me,  these 
men  (the  Now  Hampshire  claimants)  intend- 
ed to  murder  us  if  we  did  not  go  from  thence, 
and  advised  me  by  all  means  to  desist  run- 
ning. *  *  *  On  my  assuring  them 
I  would  survey  no  more  in  those  parts  we 
were  permitted  to  proceed  along  the  Crown 
Point  road,  with  the  hearty  prayers  of  the 
women  that  we  never  return.  *  * 
Marshes  survey  is  undone  as  I  did  not  care 
to  venture  myself  that  way.        *  * 

Will  Cockbourn." 

Jacob  Marsh  of  Clarendon,  alluded  to 
above,  purchased  of  James  Duane,  William 
Ccckburn  and  16  other  New  York  grantees 
of  Socialborough  a  tract  of  land  the  deed  of 
which  is  dated  Jan.  9.  1772.  The  tract  con- 
tained 600  acres  and  was  included  in  the 
grant  of  Socialborough  and  lies  mostly  with- 
in the  present  limits  of  the  town  of  Claren- 
don, and  extended  from  the  farm  now  owned 
by  H.  H.  Dyer,  Esq.,  southerly  to  the  south 
line  of  Socialborough,  which  run  a  few 
rods  north  of  the  present  residence  of  Hon. 
John  L.  Marsh.  And  from  Otter  Creek 
on  the  west,  to  the  Cockburn  road  on  the 
east.  '  The  Cockburn  road  being  what  is 
now  Main  St.  in  Rutland  running  on  a 
straight  line  into  Clarendon.  This  tract  was 
divided  between  the  six  settlers  who  had  first 

•  Thorn  paon. 


settled  on  it  under  the  Lydius  title,  Jacob 
Marsh  occupying  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Strong  farm,  Amos  Marsh  the  Nelson  farm, 
Daniel  Marsh,  the  Piatt  farm,  Oliver  Ar- 
nold the  Webb  farm,  Whitefield  Foster  the 
Ross  farm.  The  old  Crown  Point  road  which 
passed  through  Clarendon  had  been  frequent- 
ly traversed  by  the  citizen  soldier  on  his  way 
to  and  from  the  scenes  of  conflict  near  the 
lakes,  and  the  beauty  of  location  and  fertility 
of  the  soil  being  known,  the  settlement  rap- 
idly increased  and  soon  the  primeval  forest3 
that  had  so  long  shaded  the  land  became 
spotted  with  clearings,  and  the  settlers  cabius 
were  thickly  scattered  over  hill  and  valley 
throughout  the  town.  The  first  settlers  who 
had  cleared  and  improved  their  lands  under 
the  Lydius  title,  soon  found  themselves  in  a 
dispute  with  others  who  afterwards  came  in 
and  claimed  the  same  lands  under  the  New 
Hampshire  title.  And  the  Lydius  title 
proving  worthless,  they  were  induced  by  the 
representations  of  New  York  land  adventur- 
ers to  seek  protection  from  the  New  Hamp- 
shire claimants,  by  obtaining  a  grant  under 
the  government  of  New  York,  although  it 
was  well  known  that  the  king  bad  in  1767. 
forbidden  the  issuing  any  such  grant.  They 
accordingly  made  an  arrangement  with  Mr. 
Duane  to  procure  the  patent  of  Durham 
which  was  issued  by  Gov.  Try  on,  Jan.  7,  1772, 
and  which  purported  to  grant  32,000  acres 
in  shares  of  1000  acres  each  to  32  individuals 
by  name,  and  which  included  all  the  land  in 
Clarendon  south  of  Socialborough.  By  agree- 
ment Mr.  Duane  and  his  New  York  City 
friends,  were  to  have  11,225  acres  (nearly  one 
half  the  land.)  Mr.  Duane's  share  was  4710 
acres.  "  By  this  means  the  interests  of  the 
'  Durhamites'  as  they  were  afterwards  called 
by  the  New  Hampshire  claimants  became 
fully  indentified  with  that  of  the  New  York 
City  speculators/'f 

And,  both  the  New  Hampshire  and  the 
New  York  claimants  attempting  to  occupy 
the  same  land,  much  controversy  and  fre- 
quent collisions  between  the  Yorkers  and  the 
Green  Mountain  Boys  resulted  in  conse- 
quence. 

Jacob  Marsh,  of  Socialborough,  having 
bought  his  land  of  the  New  York  grantees, 
became  foremost  in  advocating  the  New 
York  and  discrediting  the  New  Hampshire 
title.  He  was  appointed  a  justice  of  the 
f  Hull's  E:irly  History,  p.  183. 
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y  Act  for  the  New  York  county  of  Charlotte, 
And  is  claimed  to  have  been  the  ablest  York- 
er in  Clarendon. 

Benjamin  Spencer  who  lived  in  the  south 
part  of  Durham,  and  who  is  represented  by 
Jra  Allen  in  his  history  as  "an  artful,  in- 
triguing and  designing  man,"  appears  to 
have  been  the  most  active  and  influential 
loader  of  the  Yorkers  in  that  vicinity.  He 
was  a  New  York  justice  of  the  peace  and  an 
assistant  judge.  He  was  one  of  the  princi- 
pal actors  in  obtaining  the  patent  of  Dur- 
ham, his  name  heading  the  petition.  He 
was  an  active  agent  of  the  New  York  specu- 
lators in  their  attempts  to  obtain  the  land 
and  expel  those  settlers  who  had  purchased 
under  the  New  Hampshire  title  from  their 
homes.  His  efforts,  instead  of  being  success- 
ful, roused  the  determined  hostility  of  the 
Green  Mountain  Boys,  and  involved  himself 
in  difficulty.  On  the  11th  of  April,  1772, 
he  wrote  to  Mr.  Duane  that 

"  The  New  Hampshire  men  strictly  forbid 
any  further  survey  being  made  only  under 
the  New  Hampshire  title,  which  riotous 
spirit  has  prevented  many  inhabitants  set- 
tling this  spring.  You  may  ask  why  I  do 
not  proceed  against  them  in  a  due  course  of 
law,  but  you  need  not  wonder  when  I  tell 
you  it  has  got  to  that  the  people  go  armed 
and  guards  are  set  in  the  roads  to  examine 
people,  what  their  business  is  and  where 
they  are  going  *  *  and  it  has  got  to  that 
they  say  they  will  not  be  brought  to  justice 
by  "this  province,  and  they  bid  defiance  to 
any  authority  in  the  province.  We  are 
threatened  at  a  distance  of  being  turned  oil 
our  lands  and  our  crops  destroyed.  *  * 
One  Ethan  Allen  hath  brought  from  Connect- 
icut twelve  or  fifteen  of  the  most  blackguard 
fellows  he  can  get,  double  armed,  in  order  to 
protect  him." 

In  May  he  wrote  a3  follows: 

"  The  tumults  have  got  to  such  a  height 
that  I  cannot  travel  about  to  do  my  lawful 
business  !  indeed,  I  cannot  with  safety  travel 
two  miles  from  home  ;  I  am  threatened  of 
having  my  house  burnt  over  my  head,  and 
the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  driven  out  of 
their  possessions  in  Durham.  *  *  The 
Hampshire  people  swear  that  no  man  shall 
stay  on  these  disputed  lands  that  favors  the 
government  in  any  shape  whatever.  The 
people  of  Socialborough  prevent  any  settle- 
ment at  present,  swearing  that  they  will 
shoot  the  first  man  that  attempts  to  settle 
under  a  title  derived  from  ±|ew  York." 

These  threats,  uttered  for  the  purpose  of 
intimidation,  were  never  executed.  But  as 
Spencer,  Marsh,  Button  and  Jenney  contin- 
ued their  efforts  as  New  York  oificers  to  ex- 
ercise authority  and  support  the  New  York 


title,  and  new  occupations  of  land  were  ma  le, 
the  struggle  grew  more  earnest  and  bitter, 
and  increased  in  importance  until  the  valley 
of  Clarendon  became  the  Gettysburg  field  on 
which  the  adherents  of  New  York  and  the 
Green  Mountain  Boys  struggled,  not  only 
for  their  homes  and  friends,  but  for  the  do- 
minion of  Vermont;  for  had  the  Yorkers 
succeeded  here,  they  would  have  gained  a 
position  "that  might  enable  them  to  over- 
throw all  the  other  New  Hampshire  char- 
ters."* And  Vermont  would  have  henceforth 
been  a  province  of  New  York,  and  all  its 
glorious  history  as  a  separate  State  would 
never  have  been  written. 

Aware  of  the  importance  of  the  crisis,  the 
Green  Mountain  Boys  determined  that  none 
of  the  New  York  officers  should  exercise 
authority  over  the  disputed  territory  ;  and 
that  the  Durhamites  should  be  compelled  by 
force,  if  milder  measures  should  fail,  to  sepa- 
rate their  interests  from  that  of  their  New 
York  City  associates,  and  acknowledge  the 
validity  of  New  Hampshire  title,  by  pur- 
chasing and  holding  under  it* 

Accordingly,  a  hundred  Green  Mountain 
Boys,  led  by  Ethan  Allen,  marched  to  Dur- 
ham early  in  the  autumn  of  1773.  Spencer 
fled  on  their  approach  and  was  not  to  be 
found.  Allen  invited  the  Durhamites  to  re- 
pent of  their  New  York  attachments,  and  ac- 
knowledge the  validity  of  th:  New  Hamp- 
shire title,  and  threatened  violence  if  they 
did  not  comply  within  a  specified  time.  Hop- 
ing they  would  comply  with  his  request, 
Allen  and  his  party  retired  without  doing 
any  violence  to  the  Durhamites. 

But  the  Justices  continued  to  issue  writs 
against  the  New  Hampshire  men,  and  the 
Durhamites,  led  on  by  Marsh  and  Spencer, 
loudly  advocated  the  New  York  title, f  and 
Allen  and  his  party  soon  after  made  them  a 
second  visit  of  which  Gov.  Hall  gives  the  fol- 
lowing account  in  his  "Early  History  of  Ver- 
mont" : 

"In  order  to  be  sure  of  capturing  Spencer, 
a  party  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  men  un- 
der the  lead  of  Ethan  Allen  and  Remember 
Baker  went  to  his  house  about  11  o'clock 
on  Saturday  night,  the  20th  of  November 
and  took  him  into  custody.  He  was  carried 
a.bout  two  miles,  to  the  house  of  one  Green, 
and  there  kept  under  guard  of  four  men  un- 
til Monday  morning  when  he  wras  taken  to 
the  house  of  Joseph  Smith,  of  Durham,  inn- 
keeper." 

*  Hall's  Earlj  History.  t  Hall,  Dupuy. 
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Being  informed  that  he  was  to  be  put  on 
trial  for  his  offence  against  the  New  Hamp- 
shire men,  he  was  asked  where  he  would 
choose  to  be  tried  ;  to  which  he  replied  that 
he  was  not  guilty  of  any  crime,  but  that  if 
he  must  be  tried  he  would  prefer  that  the 
place  should  be  at  his  own  door.  This  favor 
was  readily  conceded  to  him.  By  this  time 
the  number  of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  had 
increased  to  about  130,  all  armed  with  guns 
and  cutlasses,  etc.  The  people  of  Clarendon, 
(alias  Durham)  with  many  from  Social- 
borough,  having  notice  of  what  was  going  on 
were  also  assembled  to  witness  the  proceed- 
ing. Before  commencing  the  trial,  Allen  ad- 
dressed the  multitude  at  some  length,  inform 
ing  them  that  "the  proprietors  of  the  New 
Hampshire  Grants  had  appointed  himself, 
Seth  Warner,  Remember  Baker  and  Robert 
Cockran  to  inspect  and  set  thing-;  in  order, 
and  see  that  there  should  be  no  intruders  on 
the  grants,"  declaring  among  other  things 
that  "  Durham  had  become  a  hornets'  nest," 
which  must  be  brokeu  up.  After  concluding 
his  harangue,  the  rioters  proceeded  to  erect 
what  they  styled  "  a  judgment  seat,"  upon 
which  Ethan  Allen,  Remember  Baker,  Seth 
Warner  and  Robert  Cochran  took  their  places 
as  judges.  Spencer  was  then  ordered  to 
stand  before  them,  to  take  off  his  hat  and  lis- 
ten to  the  accusations  against  him.  Allen 
then  charged  him  with  cuddling  with  the  land 
jobbers  of  New  York  to  prevent  the  claim- 
ants of  the  New  Hampshire  rights  from  boi  l- 
ing the  lands  they  claimed,  and  with  issuing 
a  warrant  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  contrary 
to  their  orders;  and  Remember  charged  him 
with  accepting  a  commission  as  magistrate  in 
the  colony  of  New  York,  and  having  acted 
as  magistrate  in  pursuance  thereof,  contral- 
to their  orders,  and  of  having  represented 
their  bad  conduct  in  a  letter  by  bun  wrote 
and  sent  to  New  York,  and  of  having  con- 
veyed a  piece  of  land  by  title  derived  under 
a  grant  obtained  in  the  colony  of  New  York, 
and  with  endeavoring  to  induce  and  inveigle 
the  people  to  be  subject  to  the  laws  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  colony  of  New  York. 

Of  all  the  offences  his  judges  found  him 
guilty,  and  declaring  his  house  to  be  a  nui- 
sance, passed  sentence  that  it  should  be 
burned  to  the  ground,  and  that  he  should 
promise  he  would  not  for  the  future  act  as  a  1 
justice  of  the  peace  under  New  York.  But! 
upon  Spencer's  representation  that  his  wife  ' 


and  children  would  be  great  sufferers,  hi3 
store  of  dry- goods  and  all  his  property 
would  be  destroyed  if  his  house  was  burned, 
the  sentence  was  reconsidered  and  upon  the 
suggestion  of  Warner,  it  was  decided  the 
house  should  not  be  wholly  destroyed,  but 
only  the  roof  should  be  taken  off,  and  mighc 
be  put  on  again  provided  Spencer  should  say 
that  it  was  put  on  again  under  the  New 
Hampshire  title  and  should  pureha-e  a  right 
under  the  charter  of  that  province.  Spencer 
having  promised  compliance  with  these  terms, 
the  Green  Mountain  Boys  proceeded  to  take 
off  the  roof  "  with  great  shouting  and  much 
noise  and  tumult."  Spencer  on  his  further 
promise  not  to  act  again  as  a  magistrate,  was 
discharged  from  custody.  A  company  of  20 
or  30  of  the  '*  mob  party  "  went  to  the  house 
of  coroner  Jenny  and  finding  him  missing 
and  his  house  deserted,  set  it  on  fire  and 
burned  it  to  the  ground.  Most  or  all  of  the 
other  inhabitants  of  Clarendon  who  held  un- 
der the  New  York  patent,  being  visited  and 
threat  jned,  agreed  to  purchase  the  New 
Hampshire  title. 

Jacob  Marsh,  on  his  return  home  from. 
New  York  City,  when  passing  Arlington,  was 
met  by  Warner  and  Baker  and  others  return- 
ing home  from  Durham,  who  arrested  him 
and  tried  him  for  his  offences  against  the 
Green  Mountain  Boys.  He  was  accused  and 
convicted  of  having  purchased  land  under  the 
New  York  title,  and  of  discouraging  settlers 
under  the  New  Hampshire  title.  Of  having 
accepted  a  commission  and  acted  as  a  justice 
of  the  peace  under  the  authority  of  New 
York.  Baker  accused  him  of  threatening  to 
proceed  against  him  as  a  magistrate,  for  blas- 
phemy, for  damning  the  government  and  laws 
of  New  York,  after  he  had  ordered  Marsh 
not  to  act  as  a  magistrate.  And  Baker  in- 
sisted that  he  be  sentenced  to  receive  the 
"  beach  seal."  But  the  sentence  of  the 
judges,  as  read  to  him  by  Warner,  "  was  to 
the  effect  that  he  encourage  the  settlement  of 
lands  under  the  New  Hampshire  charters  and 
discourage  those  under  New  York,  and  that 
he  should  not  act  as  justice  of  the  peace  un- 
der a  New  York  commission  '  upon  pain  of 
having  his  house  burned  and  reduced  to  ashea 
ami  his  per>on  punished  at  their  pleasure.' ' 

His  judges  then  gave  him  the  fullowing 
certificate  and  dismissed  him  : 

"Arlington,  Novr.  25th,  A.  D.  1773. 
These  may  Sertify  that  Jacob  Marsh  haith 
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b?n  Exammed,  and  had  on  fare  trial  so  that 
oar  mob  shall  not  medeal  farther  with  hiin 
as  lot) g  as  he  hehaves." 
Sartified  by  us  his  judges  to  wit 

Sam'l  TUB3, 

Nathaniel  Spencer, 

Philip  Peery." 

Teste 
Ct.  Seth  Warner. 

On  his  return  to  his  home  in  Clarendon, 
he  found  the  roof  of  his  house  had  been  tak- 
en off  and  other  damage  done  his  property 
in  his  absence,  by  a  party  of  40  or  50  armed 
men  under  the  lead  ,of  John  Smith,  Peleg 
Sunderland  and  Silvan  as  Brown. 

About  the  same  time  Charles  Button,  the 
New  York  constable,  who  resided  in  the 
south  part  of  Clarendon,  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  N.  J.  Smith,  Esq.,  "  was  arrested 
in  Pittsford  and  a  prisoner  he  had  in  charge 
for  debt  was  taken  from  his  custody.  But- 
ton was  put  on  trial  for  acting  in  the  office 
under  the  New  York  authority,  threatened 
with  the  '  beech-seal,'  and  compelled  to  give 
the  party  six  shillings  for  his  damages,  and 
to*  "promise  he  would  never  exe.-ute  any 
pre:ept  under  the  province  of  New  York." 
He  was  then  furnished  with  the  following 
certificate  and  dismissed : 

V  These  are  to  certify  to  all  the  Green 
Mountain  Boys,  that  Charles  Button  has  had 
his  trial  at  Stephen  Meads  and  this  is  his  dis- 
charge from  us. 

Peleg  Sunderland, 
Benjamin  Coolev." 

Charles  Button  afterwards  acted  with  the 
Green  Mountain  Boys.  And  his  descendents 
eome  of  whom  now  live  on  or  near  his  old 
place  in  Clarendon,  have  honorably  filled 
eome  of  the  highest  offices  in  the  town  and 
county. 

While  it  was  deemed  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  general  security  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire claimants  that  the  Durhamites  should  be 
compelled  to  purchase  their  lands  under  that 
title.  Alien  and  his  friends  were  determined 
that  they  should  not  be  compelled  to  pay  un- 
reasonable prices  for  them,  and  soon  after 
his  return  from  his  expedition  against  the 
Durhamites,  he  addressed  them  the  following 
letter,  which  was  afterwards  transmitted  to 
the  Governor  of  New  York,  and  laid  before 
his  council. 

"  To  Mr.  Benjamin  Spcnr.tr,  and  Amos 
Marsh  and  thepeople  of  Clarendon  in  general; 

Gentlemen: — On  my  return  from  what  you 
call  the  mob,  I  was  concerned  for  your  wel- 

•  Hall 


iare,  fearing  that  the  force  of  onr  arm?  would 
urge  you  to  purchase  the  New  Hampshire 
title  at  an  unreasonable  rate,  though  at  the 
parne  time.  I  know  not  hut  that  after  ::^e 
force  is  withdrawn,  you  will  want  a  third 
army.  However,  on  proviso,  you  incline  to 
purchase  the  title  aforesaid  it  is  my  opinion 
that  you  in  justice  ought  to  have  it  a:  a  Trea- 
sonable rate,  as  new  lands  were  valued  as 
the  time  y  u  purchased  them  Th;~  with 
sundry  other  arguments  in  your  behalf  I  laid 
before  Capt.  Jehiel  Hawley  and  other  re- 
spectable gentlemen  of  that  place  (Arlington.) 
and  by  their  advice  and  concurrence  I  wrixe 
this  f  iendiy  epistle,  into  which  they  sub- 
scribe their  names  with  me  that  we  are  dis- 
posed to  assist  you  in  purchasing  reasonably 
as  aforesaid;  and  on  condition  Col.  Wiliard 
or  any  other  person  demand  an  exhorbiiant 
price  for  your  lands,  we  scorn  it,  aM  will 
assist  you  in  mobbing  such  avaricious  per- 
sons, for  we  mean  to  use  force  against  opy  res- 
sion,  and  that  only,  be  it  in  New  York, 
Wiliard  or  any  other  person,  it  is  injurious 
to  the  rights  of  the  district. 

From  yours  to  serve, 
Ethan  Allen,  Gidfon  Hawlet, 

Jehiel  Hawley,        Reuben  Hawlet, 
Daniel  Castle,         Acel  Hawley. 
Furthermore,  we  are  of  opinion  this  letter, 
communicates  the  general  sense  of  our  grants." 

After  a  few  days,  he  again  wrote  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Clarendon  as  follows: 

"An  Epistle  to  the  inhabitants  of  Clarendon. 

From  Mr.  Francis  Madison  of  your  town.  I 
understand  Oliver  Colvin  of  your  town  has 
acted  the  infamous  part,  by  locating  j  art  of 
the  farm  of  said  Madison.  This  so:t  of  trick 
I  wa-  partly  apprised  of  when  I  wrf  te  the 
late  letter  to  Me-srs.  Spencer  and  Marsh.  I 
abhor  to  put  a  staff  into  the  hands  ot  Colvin, 
or  any  other  rascal  to  defraud  your  settlers. 
The  New  Hampshire  title  must,  nay  sh  ill  1  e 
had  for  such  settlers  as  are  in  quest  o:  it,  a: 
a  reasonable  rate  nor  shall  any  villian  by  a 
sudden  purchase  impose  on  the  old  settlers. 

I  advise  said  Colvin  to  be  flogged  for  the 
abuse  aforesaid  unless  he  immediately  retracta 
and  reforms,  and  if  there  be  any  further  <;.i- 
culties  among  you  I  advise  that  you  emrdoy 
Capt.  Warner  as  an  arbitrator  in  your  affairs. 
I  am  certain  he  will  do  all  parties  justice. 
Such  candor  you  need  iu  your  present  sit 
tion  for  1  assure  you  it  is  not  the  design  :  f  our 
mobs  to  betray  you  into  the  hands  of  vill  lin- 
ous  purchases.  None  but  blockheads  w-  ui-3 
purchase  your  farms  and  must  be  treated  as 
such.  If  this  letter  does  not  Bettle  this  lis- 
pnte  you  had  better  hire  Capt.  Warner  to 
come  singly  and  assist  you  in  the  settlement 
of  your  affairs.  My  business  is  such  in  it  I 
cannot  attend  to  your  matters  in  person  t  .: 
desire  you  would  inform  me  by  wriung  or 
otherwise  relative  thereto,  Capt  Baker  joins 
with  the  foregoing  and  does  me  the  honor  to 
subscribe  his  uame  with  me. 

We  are  gentlemen  your  friends  to  serve, 
"Ethan  Allen. 
Remembeb  Lakes." 
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In  consequence  of  the  violent  proceedings 
of  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  in  Durham,  the 
6ubject  having  been  brought  before  the  New 
York  assembly  by  petition  of  Benjamin 
Hugh,  of  Sooialborough,  a  reward  of  £  100 
each  was  offered  for  the  apprehension  of 
Ethen  Allen  and  Remember  Baker,  and 
£50  each  for  the  apprehension  of  either  Seth 
Warner,  Robert  Cochran,  Peleg  Sunderland, 
John  Smith,  James  Brcakenridge  or  Silvanus 
Brown.  And  tiie  "despotic  and  infamous" 
New  York  law  of  March,  1774,  was  passed. 
A  law  which  adjudged  and  deemed  the  Green 
Mountain  Boys  to  be  convicted  and  attainted 
of  felony  and  to  suffer  death  without  trial 
and  without  benefit  of  clergy  in  case  they  did 
not  deliver  themselves  up  to  the  New  York 
authorities  within  seventy  days  after  the  or- 
der to  do  so  had  been  published  in  certain 
newspapers. 

To  this  law  which  "  terminated  every 
prospect  of  peace,"  Allen  and  his  associates 
returned  a  bold  and  defiant  answer  assuring 
any  person  disposed  to  arrest  them  "  that  al- 
though they  have  a  license  bg  the  law  aforesaid* 
to  kill  us  ;  and  an  '  indemnification '  for  such 
murder  from  the  same  authority ;  yet  they 
have  no  indemnification  for  so  doing  from 
the  Green  Mountain  Boys." 

None  of  the  Yorkers  in  Clarendon  seem  to 
have  made  any  further  resistance  to  the  Green 
Mountain  Boys,  except  Benjamin  Hough,  who 
returning  from  New  York,  where  he  had 
spent  the  winter  advocating  the  passage  of 
the  odious  la  w  of  March  9th,  to  his  house  in 
the  North  part  of  the  town,  brought  with  him 
a  commission  as  a  New  York  justice  of  the 
peace,  dated  three  days  after  the  passage  of 
the  obnoxious  law.  He  attempted  to  act  as 
a  magistrate  under  the  authority  of  New 
York  and  loudly  denounced  the  rioters.  He 
was  active  and  troublesome,  and  although 
repeatedly  warned  and  threatened  if  he  did 
not  desist,  p:  oceeded  in  his  course  until  the 
Green  Mountain  Boys  became  so  indignant 
that  they  determined  to  silence  and  make  an 
example  of  him.  On  the  night  of  the  2oth 
Dec.  1774,  he  was  arrested  by  a  party  of  his 
neighbors,  carried  in  a  sleigh  to  the  house  of 
Col.  John  Spaiford  in  Tinmouth  and  from 
there  to  Sunderland  where  he  was  kept  under 
guard  until  the  Monday,  Jan.  30,  1775,  when 
he  was  tried  for  his  oifences  by  the  assembled 
Green  Mountain  Boys,  Ethan  Allen,  Seth 
Warner,  Robert  Cochran,  Peleg  Sundorland, 


James  Mead,  Gideon  Warren,  Jes-e  Sawyer, 
acting  a3  judges,  found  guilty,  and  sentenced 
"  to  be  tied  to  a  tree  and  receive  two  hundred 
lashes  on  the  naked  back,  and  then  a=  eoc  a 
as  he  should  be  able,  should  depart  the  New 
Hampshire  grants  and  not  return  again  till 
his  majesty '8  pleasure  should  be  known  in 
the  premises  on  pain  of  receiving  five  hun- 
dred lashes"*  after  the  sentence  was  read  to 
him  by  Ethan  Allen,  he  was  tied  to  an  apple 
tree  in  front  of  Allen's  house  and  the  sentence 
put  in  execution  with  unsparing  severity.  Oa 
Hough's  request,  Allen  in  defiant  contempt " 
of  the  Government  of  New  York,  furnished 
him  the  following  certificate,  observing  as  he 
handed  it  to  Hough,  that  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  receipt  on  his  back,  it  would 
no  doubt  be  admitted  as  legal  evidence  in 
the  courts  of  New  York,  although  the  king"3 
warrant,  Gov.  Wentworth's  sign  manual  and 
the  great  seal  of  New  Hampshire  were  no:. 
"  Sunder  las  d,  January  30,  1775. 

This  may  certify  the  inhabitants  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Grants  that  Benjamin 
Hough  hath  this  day  received  a  full  punish- 
ment for  his  crimes  committed  asainst  this 
^country;  and  our  inhabitants  are  ordered  to 
give  him,  the  said  Huff,  a  free  and  unmolest- 
ed passport  toward  the  city  of  New  York,  or 
to  the  Westward  of  our  Grants,  he  behaving 
himself  as  becometh. 

Given  under  our  hands  the  day  and  date 
aforesaid.  Ethan  Allen, 

Seth  Wabner." 

The  next  day  Hough  repaired  to  New 
York,  where  he  gave,  under  oath,  before  the 
chief  justice,  a  full  account  of  his  trial  and 
punishment;  and  petitioned  the  council  for 
protection  against  the  rioters.  The  council 
being  unable  to  protect  him,  and  he  being 
destitute  of  the  means  of  support,  they  gave 
him  a  license  to  bog  in  the  streets  of  New 
York.  And  the  New  York  assembly  unani- 
mously voted  an  additional  reward  of  £50 
each  for 

"  apprehending  and  confining  in  jail  Ethan 
Allen,  Seth  Warner,  Robert  Cochran  and 
Peleg  Sunderland,  and  £  ">0  for  apprehend- 
ing and  securing  James  Mead.  Gideon  War- 
ren and  Jesse  Sawyer,  or  either  of  them,  so 
that  they  can  bo  brought  to  justice  for  assist- 
ing the  first  four  mentioned  persons  in  com- 
mitting sundry  violent  outrages  on  the  per- 
son of  one  of  his  Majesty's  justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  of  Charlotte." 

This  was  the  dying  effort  of  the  colonial 
government  of  New  York  against  the  New 
Hampshire  grants.f  The  American  Revela- 
tion, sooq   after,  overshadowed   all  other 

*  Dupuy,  Thompson  f  Thompson. 
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questions.  The  New  Hampshire  claimants 
ja  Clarendon  were  generally  Whigs,  while 
the  Yorkers,  with  few  exceptions,  were 
Tories,  most  of  them  taking  protection  pa- 
pers from  Burgoyne,  and  some  actively  tak- 
ing part  with  the  enemy.  Thomas  Brayton 
was  the  delegate  from  Clarendon  to  the  Dor- 
set convention  of  July  24,  1770,  and  the 
only  one  of  that  body  of  50  members  who 
refused  to  subscribe  an  association,  pledging 
their  lives  and  fortunes  in  support  of  the 
American  cause.  He  afterwards  became  an 
active  tory.  Clarendon  was  not  represent- 
ed in  the  Dorset  convention  of  Sept.  25, 
and*  as  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  were 
torie?,  "  the  friends  of  liberty"  were  directed 
to  choose  a  committee  of  safety  and  conduct 
their  affairs  as  in  other  towns." 

Benjamin  Spencer  represented  Clarendon 
in  the  convention  of  June,  1777,  at  Windsor, 
and  united  with  the  other  members  of  that 
body  in  a  solemn  pledge  to  stand  by  the 
declaration  for  a  new  State,  and  to  resist  by 
arms  the  fleet  and  armies  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. And  he  so  far  won  the  confidence  of 
the  Green  "Mountain  Boys  that  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  member  of  the  Council  of  Safety 
by  the  Windsor  Convention  of  July,  1777. 
But  he  joined  the  enemy  on  the  approach  of 
Burgoyne,  and  is  said  to  have  died  at  Ti- 
conderoga  a  few  weeks  afterwards.  Jacob 
Marsh  left  about  the  same  time,  and  is  sup- 
posed to  have  died  at  Saratoga.  After  the 
battle  of  Hubbardton  the  town  was  mostly 
deserted  by  its  inhabitants.  Oliver  Arnold, 
the  sailor  farmer,  who  commenced  to  clear 
his  land  by  climbing  the  trees  and  limbing 
before  felling  them,  remained,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  by  a  party  of  British  and  compelled 
to  drive  his  oxen  with  a  load  of  corn  to  the  I 
British  army,  from  whence  he  alterwards 
effected  his  escape  by  means  of  a  forged  pass. 

The  records  of  Clarendon,  previous  to  177S, 
are  lost.  Stephen  Arnold  was  town  clerk  in 
1773,  and  held  the  office  21  years.  lie  was 
the  grandfather  of  the  great  Statesman, 
Stephen  Arnold  Douglas,  and  was  a  man  of 
integrity,  a  member  of  the  church;  but  found 
it  impossible,  on  exciting  occasions,  to  over- 
come the  habit  of  profanity  acquired  in  early 
life.  On  one  occasion,  attempting  to  pull  a  j 
'woodchuck  out  of  a  cleft  in  a  rock,  he  got  his  j 
fingers  into  the  animal's  mouth,  when  he 
poured  forth  a  volume  of  oaths  so  extraordi- 
nary that  he  was  arraigned  before  the  church 


to  answer  therefor,  but  after  a  careful  hear- 
ing of  the  case  he  was  excused  for  swearing 
when  a  woodchuck  bit  his  fingers. 

After  the  Revolution  the  returning  se;:'er3 
found  themselves  involved  in  many  quarrels 
and  lawsuits  regarding  the  titles  to  their 
lands,  which  continued  until  the  Legislature 
passed  the  quieting  act.  which  gave  the  set- 
tlers the  farms  they  had  purchased  in  good 
faith,  and  cleared  and  cultivated;  which  left 
no  school  or  other  public  lots  in  town. 

Daniel  Marsh  who  it  appears  took  protec- 
tion papers  from  the  British  and  sympa- 
thized with  the  enemy,  returned  to  C"  irea- 
don,  and  Dec.  16,  17i2,  the  town  "voted  to 
receive  him  as  a  good,  wholesome  inhabi- 
tant." He  attempted  to  get  possession  of 
his  old  farm,  a  part  of  which  he  found  oceu- 
pied  by  Silas  Whitney.  A  lawsuit  followed 
in  which  Marsh  was  twice  beaten.  He  then 
appealed  to  the  Legislature  which  passed  an 
act  in  June,  17S5,  giving  him  the  possession 
of  the  farm  "  until  he  bad  an  opportunity  of 
recovering  his  betterments;"  for  which  a:; 
the  Legislature  was  severely  censure  i  by  ;he 
first  council  of  Censors  of  which  Judge  In- 
crease Mosely,  of  Clarendon,  was  president. 
During  the  struggle  between  Marsh  a~i 
Whitney  for  the  possession  of  the  disputed 
land,  one  party  would  sow  and  the  ither 
reap,  one  party  would  put  a  tenant  in:o  the 
house,  and  the  other  party  would. pat  him 
out  by  force  and  put  in  another  tenant  who 
in  turn  would  be  put  out  by  force  by  the 
other  party.  On  one  occasion,  Whitney, 
with  several  hands,  mowed  a  large  quantity 
of  grass  on  the  disputed  meadow, 
Marsh,  obtaining  help,  drew  it  ail  of.  -rrien 
Whitney  was  eating  his  dinner.  This  is  but 
one  instance  of  the  many  quarrels  in  which 
conflicting  land  titles  involved  the  settlers 
of  the  fertile  lands  of  Clarendon — so  fertile 
that  the  fables  told  of  their  productiveness 
rivaled  those  now  told  of  ;he  West.  Silas 
Whitney,  visiting  his  relatives  in  Rhode 
Island,  claimed  that  on  the  Clarendon  inter- 
vales he  could  raise  ears  of  corn  10  feet 
long;  and  in  the  following  summer,  when 
visited  by  his  friends  who  wished  to  s  -  '..s 
long  corn,  he  was  prepared  to  make  z/  >o 1  his 
boa-t,  and  showed  them  several  ears  over 
10  feet  long,  suspended  from  the  r:'_'  -  :  la 
of  his  corn-barn,  which  he  had  made  that 
length  by  joining  and  pinning  short  ears 
together.     Whitney  was  distinguished  for 
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politely  assenting  to  the  remarks  of  any  one 
with  whom  he  was  conversing,  especially  if 
he  had  been  taking  a  drop  of  H  ardent." 
When  Capt.  Ruel  Parker  raised  his  tavern 
on  the  North  Flat,  Whitney  returned  home 
in  company  with  a  certain  individual  called 
"Uncle  Billy,"  who,  when  under  the  influence 
of  spirits,  was  inclined  to  preach,  and  as  both 
he  and  Whitney  had  taken  freely  of  "  Ruel's" 
toddy,  they  soon  became  leg-weary  and  got 
down  beside  the  fence  when  the  following 
conversation  ensued : 

Billy  says,  "  You'll  go  to  hell,  sir.'* 

Whitney  replies,  "  Yes,  sir." 

Billy.  "  And  I  shall  go  to  hell,  too,  sir." 

Whitney.    Yes,  sir,  just  so,  sir." 

Billy.  "  But  I  shall  go  ten  fathoms  deeper 
than  you  will,  sir." 

Whitney.  "Yes,  sir, just  so,  sir,  exactly  so, 
sir." 

Billy.  "  The  reason  I  'shall  go  so  much 
deeper  than  you  will,  sir,  is  because  I  know 
so  much  more  than  you  do,  sir." 

Whitney.  "Yes,  sir,  just  so,  sir,  precisely  so, 
sir." 

Among  those  who  have  lived  in  Claren- 
don was  the  far-famed  Judge  Theophilus 
Harrington,  who  refused  to  return  the  fugi- 
tive slave  to  his  master  without  a  "  bill  of 
sale  fioin  Almighty  God." 

James  Small,  who  fought  under  Nelson  at 
Trafalgar.  Mrs.  Sprague,  one  of  the  first 
settlers,  died  in  1838  at  the  age  of  104  years. 
Her  son,  Durham  Sprague,  was  the  first  child 
born  in  Clarendon. 

Nathan  Lounsbery,  a  soldier  of  the  Rev- 
lution,  who  died  in  this  town  about  1850, 
at  the  age  of  102  years. 

MILITARY. 

Clarendon  is  nearly  the  geographical  cen- 
ter of  Rutland  County,  and  the  surrounding 
mountains  have  often  echoed  the  thunder  of 
cannon  and  the  roll  of  musketry  as  its 
broad  intervals  trembled  to  the  tread  of  the 
assembled  militia  of  the  County  as  they 
went  through  the  evolutions  of  mimic  war. 
And  her  sons,  whose  youthful  imaginations 
may  have  been  fired  by  such  scenes  of  mar- 
tial pageantry  have  ever  been  ready  in  man- 
hood's prime  to  respond  to  the  calls  of  their 
country  to  enter  the  scenes  of  real  srrife.  In 
the  war  of  1812,  Alexander  White,  Rufas  and 
Jonathan  Parker  and  others  volunteered. 

In  the  Mexican  war,  Sobieska  Parker, 
Henry  Crossman,  Moses  Chaplin  and  Mar- 


shall Houghton  assisted  in  bearing  the  starry 
flag  of  the  Northern  Republic  over  the  red 
fields  of  Contreras,  Molina  Del  Rey,  Churu- 
busco  and  Chapultepec,  and  plant  it  in  tri- 
umph over  the  halls  of  the  Montezurnaa. 
Houghton  sleeps  in  that  sunny  land;  Cross- 
man  returned  with  an  empty  sleeve,  and 
Chaplin,  charging  up  the  rocky  ramparts  of 
Chapultepec  with  broken  musket  over  the 
body  of  the  fallen  Ransom,  won  for  himself 
the  proud  title  of  the  "bravest  of  the  brave." 

And  when  the  Union  flag  was  torn  from 
Sumter's  walls,  and 

Treason  dyeing  its  hand 

In  the  blood  of  the  brave, 
Spread  over  this  land 

The  gloom  of  the  grave, 

then  Clarendon's  sons  were  among  the  first 
of  the  34,000  Vermonters  who  left  their 
homes  among  the  green  hills,  and  dared  the 
dangers  of  the  battle-field  at  their  country's 
call.  Moses  W.  Leach,  Henry  Webb,  Jamea 
Congdon  and  Alonzo  E.  Smith  were  the  first 
to  enlist,  and  marching  with  the  van,  stood 
upon  the  first  battle-field  of  the  war.  Claren- 
don's quota  was  always  well  filled  from  the 
bravest  of  her  sons  until  the  rebel  flag  was 
furled. 

Clarendon  amid  the  mountains,  heard  the  fiery  bugle 
call 

That  raug  through  all  the  land  at  fated  Sumter's 
treacherous  fall, 

And  her  farmer  sons  grew  sudden  warm  with  a  pat- 
riot fire, 

And  pressed  on  glowing  as  young  Mars  to  join  the 
Union  band 

That  rallied  from  each  hillside,  to  lift  the  starry  ban- 
ner higher 

And  wave  it  once  again  more  proudly  o'er  all  th« 

Southern  land. 
How  swift  tliese  warriors  from  the  mountains  green. 
Rushed  forth  and  bure  the  banner  of  the  free 
With  fea  less  step  and  bold  undaunted  mein, 
Down  to  the  bloody  southern  sea, 
Some  covered  thick  with  fame's  brightest  beams, 
Victorious  over  all  of  treason's  darkest  ills, 
Returned   to  their   fair  homes    beside  the  crystal 

streams 

That  gush  from  the  dear  cliffs  of  their  own  native 
hills. 

But  others  sleep,  we  mourn  with  pride  where  brave 
they  ("ell 

On  stormy  battle  plain,  or  savage  mountain  side 
Or  where  the  wounded  crept  into  somi>  lonely  <l«rll 
Where  friendly  founta  ns  let  them  drink  their  crystal 
tide. 

Lewi**  chivalric,  gallant  and  gay 
Who  rushed  t<>  battle  as.  to  a  play, 
Met  death  as  be  would  ft  bridB 
By  dark  Warwick's  crimson  tide. 

*  Henry  Lewis,  of  Clarendon,  »t  the  ape  of  2'2,  vu 
killed  in  battiu  at  Savage  Staiiou,  Juue  -y, 
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Brave  Jfoldtn's*  battles  all  are  o'er; 

He'll  mount  the  war-steed  nevermore, 

H*  sleeps  in  the  rale  of  the  Shenandoah 

Whose  waves  will  sing  his  requiem  evermore 

Young  Sumner,f  too,  met  his  doom 

Beneath  dread  war's  dark  tide 

And,  borno  to  his  mountain  home, 

Sleeps  by  his  kindred's  side. 

Shippty£  swift  hunter  of  the  the  wild, 

Stern  nature's  free  and  reckless  child, 

No  more  for  him  the  Shaggy  bear 

Will  tremble  in  his  mountain  lair. 

Srterance,l  by  Potomac's  winding  shore 

Will  shout  freedom's  battle-cry  no  more  ; 

For  his  country  his  youug  life  he  gave, 

In  youth's  fair  morn,  he  sleeps  with  the  brave. 

&l\xnroi,\  who  won  a  soldier".?  fame 

On  Gettysburg's  red  field  of  flame, 

Found  a  valiant  soldier's  grave 

•Neath  old  James'  historic  wave 

'  Near  the  father  of  waters  as  it  rolls  to  the  sea, 

In  death's  eternal  repose,  sleep  Daniel  and  Gee. 

Where'er  the  Union  flag,  borne  by  loyal  hands, 

Encircled  by  the  brave  Green  Mountain  bands, 

Wave'd  o'er  the  battle's  sulphurous  cloud, 

And  the  rebel  rag  before  its  glory  bowed; 

When  the  red  artillery  Hashed  along  the  plain 

And  charging  squadrons  trampled  o*er  the  slain, 

And  the  deadly  rifle's  ringing  echoes  rolled 

As  the  bayonet  pierced  the  battle's  murky  fold, 

And  above  the  battle's  din.  clear,  loud  and  high, 

Rose  the  Green  Mountain  Boy's  cheering  battle-cry 

As  dashing  on  they  charged  o'er  the  fallen, 

"Remember  old  Vermont  and  Kthan  Allen." 

And  the  rebel  host  from  victory,  fled 

And  left  the  field  with  carnage  red, 

There  sleep  Clarendon's  gallant  dead— 

The  battle  sod  their  eternal  bed. 

*  Jas.  B.  Holden,  a  member  of  the  Vt.  Cavalry,  died 
of  wounds  received  in  action  near  Winchester,  May  26, 
1862,  at  the  age  of  24. 

f  Reuben  A.  Sumner,  of  Clarendon,  died  in  Virginia, 
Jnly  13,  1864,  in  the  campaign  of  the  Wilderness,  and 
was  brought  to  Vermont  ami  buried  by  the  side  of  his 
father  and  sister  in  Shrewsbury. 

JAzro  A.  Shippey,  a  noted  hunter,  at  the  ace  of  40, 
enlisted  in  the  2d  Sharp  Shooters.  Ho  and  two  of  his 
■ons  died  in  the  service. 

|  Life  A.  Severance,  son  of  Abijah  Severance  of  Clar- 
endou ;  enlisted  Oct.  2,  1SGI,  in  Co.  F,  6th  Reg.Vt.Vols., 
in  which  company  he  faithfully  served  until  Bickness 
compelled  him  to  leave  the  army  at  Harrison's  Land- 
ing, Va.,  soon  after  the  seven  days'  fight  in  front  of 
Richmond.     He  died  at  Hammond  General  Hospital, 
Point  Lookout,  Md.,  of  typhoid  fever,  Aug.  22,  1S62, 
aged  20  years.     He  was  one  that  enlisted,  not  for 
money,  bnt  through  the  impulse  of  patriotic  duty;  a?»d  j 
a  comrade  who  served  by  his  side  through  the  cam-  j 
paigu  says  that  "  he  never  shrank  from  any  duty,  how-  i 
ever  puiuful." 

\  Ira  C.  Munroe,  at  the  age  of  18,  enlisted  in  Vt.  ' 
Cavalry,  Sept.  20,  1861,  and  distinguished  himself  M  a 
brave  soldier  in  the   many  conflicts  in  which  that  j 
renowned  regiment  was  engaged,  until  he  was  drown«d 
in  James  River,  May  l»i,  li>64.  | 


TOWN  CLERKS. 

Stephen  Arnold  was  the  first  town  clerk. 
The  date  of  his  election  is  not  preserved. 
His  first  record  is  in  1773.  He  was  contin- 
ued in  office  till  1799.  John  Hills,  Mar.  27, 
1799;  Randall  Rice,  Mar.  4,  1813;  Seba 
French,  Mar.  2,  1814;  Silas  W.  Hodges,  Mar. 
2,  1819;  Daniel  S.  Ewing,  Mar.  1,  1831; 
Joseph  A.  Hayes,  Mar.  6,  1833,  died  Aug. 
14,  1814;  Fhiletus  Clark,  Aug.  21,  1844; 
William  G.  Crossman,  Mar.  2,  1847 ;  Lewis 
M.Walker,  Mar.  7,  1848;  Hannibal  Hodges, 
Mar.  2,  1852;  Lewis  M.  Walker,  xMar.  3, 
1857;  William  T.  Herrick,  Mar.  1,  1864. 

STATE  SENATORS. 

1844-45,  Frederick  Button  ;  1356-57,  John 
L.  Marsh. 

DELEGATES  FROM  CLARENDON. 

July,  1770,  to  Dorset  Convention,  Thomas 
Brayton  ;  June,  1777,  to  Windsor  Conven- 
tion, Benjamin  Spencer. 

TOWN  REPRESNTATIVES. 

1778,  Abner  Lewis;  1779,  Nebediah  An- 
gel and  Ezekiel  Clark;  17S0,  Joseph  Smith, 
Elisha  Smith ;  1781,  Joseph  Smith,  I^ewia 
WTalker ;  1782,  Elisha  Smith,  Increase  Mose- 
ly  ;  1783,  Joseph  Smith,  Thaddeus  Curtis ; 
1784,  '85,  '36,  '87,  '88.  Daniel  Marsh;  1754, 
Abel  Cooper;  1789,  '90,  Elisha  Smith;  1791, 
'92,  '93,  '96,  '97,  Abel  Spencer ;  1794,  Abel 
Cooper;  1795,  '93  to  1804,  Theophilus  Har- 
rington ;  1804,  '05,  Daniel  Dyer ;  1806,  '07, 
James  Harrington;  1808. '09,  Eleazer  Flagg  ; 
1810,  '11,  12,  Thomas  Stewart;  1S13,  14, 
Seba  French  ;  1315,  Daniel  Turkham  ;  1816, 
Thomas  Stewart;  1817,  '18,  Horatio  Beal  ; 
1819,  to  '23,  Henry  Hodges;  1323,  Len- 
sey  Round;  1324,  '25,  Silas  W.  Hodges; 
1826,  Thomas  Stewart;  1827,  '23,  Oziel  H. 
Round;  1829,  Frederick  Button;  1830,  Len- 
sey  Round;  1831,  '32,  Lewis  Walker;  1^33, 
Daniel  S.  Ewing;  1834,  A.  F.  Campbell; 
1835,  Chapman  Giddings ;  1836,  Jonathan 
W.  Shaw  ;  1837,  '41,  Enoch  Smith  ;  1833, 
39,  '40,  Joseph  A.  Hayes;  1812,  '43,  Philip 
Briggs;  1311,  '46,  Franklin  Billings;  1845, 
(no  choice);  1847,  '53,  Walter  Ross;  1848, 
Calvin  Spencer;  1849,  Green  Arnold;  1850, 
51,  Joseph  Coni^den  ;  1852,  Thomas  Steward  ; 
1S"4,  '55,  William  D.  Mar>h;  1856,  Horace 
Kingsky;  1357,  '58,  Lewis  M.  Walker; 
1859,  'bO,  Lensey  Round,  jr.;  1861.  '62,  Han- 
nibal Hodges;  1863,  Nathan  J,  Smith;  1^64, 
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'65,  Lensey  Round,  jr.;  1866,  '67,  Porter 
Benson;  1863,  '69,  William  W.  Walker. 

Of  the  above,  Increase  Mosely  in  1782, 
Abel  Spencer  in  1707  and  Theophilus  Har- 
rington in  1303,  were  Speakers  of  the  House. 

Increase  Mosely  was  a  judge  of  the  su- 
preme court  in  17S1,  and  president  of  the  first 
Council  of  Censors  in  1736. 

Theophilus  Harrington  was  a  judge  of  the 
Bupreme  court  from  1303  to  1813 — 10  years. 

CLARENDON  CHURCH  HISTOEY. 

BT  REV.  W».  T.  HERRICK. 

Many  of  the  early  inhabitants  of  Clar- 
endon were  Baptists  from  R.  I.  ;  and  at 
an  early  day,  say  90  years  ago, 

A  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

was  formed  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  and 
another  in  the  west  part.  Elder  Isaac  Beals, 
Baptist,  was  the  first  settled  minister  in  town. 
About  1300,  a  meeting  house  was  built  near 
the  south  Flat ;  and  Elder  William  Harring- 
ton, a  brother  of  Judge  Theophilus,  was  set- 
tled over  the  church  worshiping  in  it.  This 
house  disappeared  several  years  since  ;  and 
both  the  early  Baptist  churches  have  gone 
to  decay,  and  ceased  to  exist.  A  Methodist 
church  has  superceded  that  in  the  west  part 
of  the  town,  and  a  Congregational  one  that 
in  the  east  part. 

THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

was  organized,  Feb.  IS,  1822,  by  R,ev.  Hen- 
ry Hunter,  who  was  its  first  pastor,  and  was 
dismissed  in  October,  1327.  Trie  original 
members  were  9,  of  whom  2  are  still  resident 
members,  and  another  is  living  in  a  neigh- 
boring town.  Dea.  Frederick  Button  is  one 
of  these.  After  the  dismission  of  Rev.  H. 
Hunter,  during  whose  ministry  the  church 
was  much  enlarged,  Rev.  N.  Hurd  supplied 
for  a  time,  and  R,ev.  Philetus  Clark  several 
years  from  1S30. 

The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  Horatio  Flags;, 
settled  Jan.  29,  1835,  and  dismissed  Nov.  15, 
1836.  The  church  was  supplied  about  6 
years  from  Jan.  1S37,  by  Rev.  S.  Williams, 
whose  wife  died  in  Clarendon.  Then,  some 
2  years  or  less,  by  Rev.  S.  P.  Giddmgs,  in 
1844  and  1 345. 

Rev.  Ezra  Jones  supplied  in  1316,  and  for 
several  years  after.  From  the  beginning  of 
1851,  Rev.  J.  B.  Clark  supplied  6  years; 
R.ev.  Moses  G.  Grosvenor  4  years  from  the 
spring  of  1357.  Rev.  William  T.  Herrick 
was  installed  pastor,  May  6,  1363  ;  his  minis- 


try having  commenced  in  1861,  May  1.  He 
is  the  present  pastor  (1870.) 

The  meeting  hou.se  of  the  Congregational 
society  is  a  substantial  brick  house,  erected 
in  1824.  In  I860,  it  was  thoro uglily  rebuilt 
inside,  and  very  neatly  finished.  It  had 
no  bell  till  1869,  when  a  good  one,  weighing 
over  800  pounds,  was  placed  in  its  belfry. 

For  40  years  or  more,  the  number  of  mem- 
bers in  the  church  has  varied  from  50  to  75. 
[The  Mss.  of  Mr.  Spofford  continued.] 

UNIVERSALIST  CHURCH. 

A  Universalist  society  was  organized  in 
town  about  the  year  1835,  and  a  neat  com- 
modius  brick  meeting-house  erected  at  the 
North  Flats. 

Rev.  Charles  Hews  was  the  first  settled 
minister  and  preached  several  years.  R,ev. 
Charles  Woodhouse,  and  R.ev.  Samuel  C. 
Loveland  were  settled  ministers  here  at  dif- 
ferent times  until  about  1853 ;  after  which 
the  pulpit  was  occupied  occasionally  by 
preachers  from  abroad  for  a  few  years,  until 
the  society  becoming  weak  in  numbers  by 
death  and  removals,  preaching  entirely 
ceased  and  now  only  when  disturbed  by  the 
wind  and  storm  through  the  roof,  rent  by  the 
great  tempest  of  1369,  silence  reigns  un- 
broken within  those  walls  which  in  other 
years  so  often  echoed  the  words  of  the  good 
and  learned  father  Loveland  and  the  able 
and  eloquent  Hews  as  they  proclaimed  the 
boundless  love  of  the  all- father  God. 

ELIPH  ALET  SPOFFORD 

was  born  in  Temple,  N.  H.,  in  1773.  He  set- 
tled in  the  N.  E.  corner  of  Clarendon  when  it 
was  nearly  a  wilderness,  cleared  a  small  tract 
of  land,  and  built  him  a  house  with  his  own 
hands  in  which  he  raised  a  family  of  11 
children.  He  died  in  1860,  aged  87,  respect- 
ed by  those  who  knew  him  as  an  honest 
man.  He  was  a  descendant  of  John  Spof- 
ford, one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Rowley,  Mass., 
in  1638,  and  of  whom  the  following  anecdote 
is  told :  During  his  residence  at  Rowley,  a 
drought  was  followed  by  a  great  scarcity  of 
food,  and  he  repaired  to  Salem  to  purchase 
corn  for  himself  and  neighbors.  The  mer- 
chant to  whom  he  applied,  foreseeing  a 
greater  scarcity  and  higher  prices,  refused  to 
open  his  store  to  suppl}'  his  wants.  Having 
pleaded  the  necessities  of  himself  &nd  o:hers 
in  vain,  he  cursed  him  to  his  face;  but  on 
being  immediately  taken  before  a  magistrate, 
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charged  with  profane  swearing,  he  replied 
that  he  had  not  cursed  profanely,  but  as  a 
religious  duty,  and  quoted  Prov.  xi.  26  as 
Lis  authority,  "  He  that  witholdeth  corn 
from  the  hungry,  the  people  shall  curse  him." 
He  was  immediately  acquitted,  and  by  the 
summary  power  of  the  courts  in  those  days, 
the  merchant  was  ordered  to  deliver  him  as 
much  corn  as  he  wished  to  pay  for. 

He  was  a  direct  descendant  of  that  Saxon 
family  which  occupied  Spofford  castle  one  of 
the  most  ancient  in  England,  at  the  time  of 
the  conquest.  And  the  following,  though 
coming  down  from  the  Norman  Conqaerers, 
commemorates  the  name,  and  gives  a  lively 
picture  of  the  songs  and  revelry,  which  once 
ran  through  the  ancient  castles  and  halls  of 
the  Spofford  family  in  England. 

"Lord  Percy  made  a  solemn  feast 
In  Spofford's  princely  hall  — 
And  there  came  lords  and  there  came  knights, 
His  chiefs  and  Larons  all. 

"  With  wassail,  mirth  and  revelry, 
The  castle  rung  around; 
Lord  Percy  called  for  song  and  harp, 
And  pipes  of  martial  sound. 

'"The  minstrels  of  that  noble  house 
All  c  lad  in  robes  of  bine 
With  6ilver  crescents  on  their  arms 
Attend  in  order  due. 

"  The  great  achievements  of  that  race 
They  sung,  their  high  command 
How  valiant  Manfre*!  o'er  the  seas 
First  led  hi>  Northman  baud. 

"Brave  Galfrid  next,  of  Normandy, 
With  veut'rous  Rollo  came 
And  trom  his  Norman  castle  won. 
Assumed  the  Percy  name. 

;"  They  sung  how  In  the  conqueror's  fleet 
Lord  William  shipped  his  powers, 
And  gained  a  fair  j-oung  Saxon  bride 
With  all  her  lands  and  towers." 

SILAS  BOWES",  M.  D.* 

Dr.  Silas  Bowen  was  born  in  "Woodstock, 
Ct.,  Sept.  G,  1774,  of  strictly  Puritan  ancestry. 
He  studied  his  profession  (medicine  and  sur- 
gery) in  the  Stata  of  New  York,  an  1,  in  the 
autumn  of  1799,  settled  in  P*eading,  Yt.-  At 
that  time  the  town  was  very  sparsely  settled, 
and  many  of  the  roads  were  only  bridle-paths 
in  summer,  and,  in  winter,  after  a  heavy 
fall  of  snow,  could  only  be  traversed  on  foot, 
with  the  aid  of  "rackets"  or  Indian  snow- 
shoes.  Of  course  his  life  was  a  very  labori- 
ous one,  as  his  circuit  of  practice  extended 
over  quite  a  tract  of  country;  and  he  was 
the  only  person  in  the  immediate  vicinity 

•  Received  from  Mrs.  Wm.  L.  Marsh,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Bowen  ;  furnished  Ly  heraelf  and  a  sister  residing  at 
Baltimore.— Ld. 


prepared  to  perform  what  were  called  "capi- 
tal operations."  Still  he  was  more  celebrat- 
ed for  saving  the  limb3  of  his  patients,  after 
severe  injuries  than  for  removing  them.  In 
September,  1803,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Chandler,  a  lady  of  rare  equanimity  of  temper, 
excellent  judgment  and  great  charity  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  word. 

As  a  physician,  Dr.  Bowen  was  kind,  sym- 
pathetic and  attentive  to  his  patients,  a  habit 
of  close  observation  that  noted  everything, 
and  an  acute  discrimination  that  prevented 
him  from  mistaking  one  disease  from  another, 
or  misjudging  the  case  before  him.  He  was 
sure  to  win  the  love  of  children,  even  when 
the  Doctor's  name  had  been  U3el  by  foolish 
mothers  as  a  bugbear  to  govern  them. 

As  a  man,  he  was  energetic,  persevering, 
and  thoroughly  reliable  in  all  his  intercourse 
with  his  fellow  men.  His  reading  was  ex  • 
tensive,  his  general  culture  superior  to  most, 
and  his  judgment  remarkably  correct.  Fully 
aware  of  the  importance  of  at  least  some  de- 
gree of  intelligence  in  every  voter  who  at- 
tended the  polls,  he  used  his  utmost  influence 
for  the  establishment  of  free  schools  within 
the  reach  of  all,  and  with  the  best  teachers  that 
were  available.  Early  in  this  century,  with 
the  help  of  others,  he  succeeded  in  establishing 
a  Social  Library  in  the  town,  and  connected 
with  it,  for  a  time,  wa3  a  debating  club  for 
young  men.  He  also  used  his  influence  for 
the  establishment  of  medical  societies  in  the 
counties  of  the  State  with  a  library  connected 
with  each  one. 

He  was  a  life-long  advocate  of  the  most  rigid 
temperance,  insisting  that  even  wine,  taken 
habitually,  was  evil  in  its  effects  on  the  animal 
economy,  while  in  health.    Sunday  schools, 
bible,  missionary,  tract,  colonization,  peace 
and  all  other  societies  that  had  the  best  good  of 
mankind  in  view,  found  in  him  a  firm  frien  ;, 
advocate  and  contributor.    In  the  church  he 
was  always  ready  to  contribute  to  the  exten: 
of  his  ability,  and  always  insisted  upon  the 
utmost  liberality  of  opinion  to  all.     In  Oct., 
1822,  he  left  Reading  and  settled  in  Claren- 
don, being  induced  to  do  so  by  milder  winters, 
j  and  a  less  hilly  region  of  country,  which 
I  would  make  his  practice  less  laborious  in  the 
j  decline  of  life.     In  August,  16-37,  he  went 
!  on  a  visit  to  his  son,  who  was  settled  in  Ne- 
braska City;  was  there  tak-_n  sick,  and  died 
j  on  the  loth  of  Sept.,  in  a  calm  and  assured 
j  hope  of  a  joyful  resurrection   beyond  the 
grave. 
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One  son  and  four  daughters  survived  Dr. 
Bowen.  The  oldest  son,  a  physician  practic- 
ing in  Boston,  Mars.,  died  several  years  be- 
fore his  father.  The  remaining  son,  with 
whom  his  father  died,  is  a  practicing  physi- 
cian in  Nebraska. 

The  Bowens  were  true  to  their  country. 
The  history  of  our  late  terrible  struggle  will 
bear  ample  testimony  that  his  descendants,  in 
thi3  respect  were  worthy  of  their  name  and 
blood,  for  of  the  seven  male  descendants  which 
he  left,  the  son  and  five  of  the  grandsons,  all 
who  had  reached  the  age  of  16  years,  did  good 
service  on  the  field.  The  oldest  grandson,  a 
resident  of  Virginia,  was  compelled  to  leave 
there  just  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  simply 
because  he  was  of  New  England  birth.  Im- 
mediately after  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumpter,  he 
offered  his  services  to  his  country,  was  accept- 
ed, and  did  honorable  service  until  the  au- 
tumn of  1864,  when  he  was  severely  injured 
by  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  and  his  general 
health  becoming  much  impaired  in  conse- 
quence, he  was  honorably  discharged  for 
physical  disability. 

Dr.  Bowen  was  buried  with  masonic  honors, 
at  Clarendon,  May  20th,  1853,  and  the  eulogy 
pronounced  at  his  funeral  by  W.  T.  Nichols, 
Esq.,  Of  Rutland,  was  published  by  order  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  at  Rutland  :  Geo.  A. 
Tuttle  &  Co.,  Printers,  1858. 

FROM  THE  ECLOGY  BY  MR.  NICHOLS. 

*•  Dr.  Bowen's  father  was  Dea.  Henry  Bow- 
en, and  his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Lydia 
Fowler.  The  family  was  Welsh  in  its  origin. 
Its  history  extends  backward  till  it  becomes 
tradition.  Dr.  B.'s  father  was  not  rich,  and 
it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  with  a  family 
of  twelve  children  to  maintain,  a  man  could 
hope  to  give  them  any  better  education  than 
the  common  school.  But  Silas  Bowen  was 
born  in  too  stirring  times,  and  bred  in  too 
much  want,  though  a  boy,  to  sit  quietly  down 
in  ignorance  at  home,  or  remain  there,  to  in- 
cumber with  his  support,  a  father  already 
overtaxed.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  with  the 
consent  of  his  father,  seconded  by  the  en- 
couragement of  his  mother — with  much  ad- 
vice from  the  good  old  Connecticut  parson — 
with  ten  dollars,  the  only  money  his  father 
ever  gave  him — with  a  scanty  wardrobe  of 
homespun,  but  with  a  stout  and  honest  heart 
within  him,  he  left  home,  to  prepare  and  ed- 
ucate himself  for  a  higher  sphere  of  usefulness 
than  that  in  which  he  was  born.  He  had  in 
biv  nature  that  self-reliance  which  feels  con- 
Bcious  that  "where  there  is  a  will  there  is  a 
wav."     lie  went  from  Conn,  to  Schodack, 

r".'  -f       v^v  u-ound 
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school-teacher  and  student;  that  is  to  say,  he 
posted  books  for  a  ro-rchant  named  Ten  Eyck, 
in  the  evening,  taught  school  in  the  day  time, 
and  rising  before  day-break,  studied  mathe- 
matics and  the  languages  preparatory  to  a 
morning  recitation  with  a  class  of  young  men 
who  were  preparing  for  col  ege  under  the 
tuition  of  the  resident  clergyman.  He  was 
actually  preparing  for  college  by  study  and 
recitation  in  the  morning,  maintaining  him- 
self during  the  time  by  posting  books  in  the 
evening  and  earning  funds  to  carry  him 
through  the  college  course  by  teaching  school 
in  the  day  time. 

While  pursuing  his  studies  he  became  ac-  ' 
quainted  with  Dr.  Ballantyne,  and  through 
his  advice  gave  up  the  idea  of  going  through 
the  college  course,  though  he  continued  till 
he  was  prepared  to  enter  college.  Per- 
haps actuated  unconsciously  by  the  friend- 
ship of  Dr.  Ballantyne  in  making  his  choice, 
he  had  resolved  to  study  medicine  ;  and  after 
completing  his  preparation  for  college,  he 
commenced  the  study  of  his  profession  in  Dr. 
Ballantyue's  oiiice.  Dr.  Ballantyne  was  a 
man  of  sound  learning  and  judgment,  and 
having  been  his  friend  and  patron  in  all  his 
early  struggles  in  life,  it  was  natural  that  Dr. 
Bowen  ever  atterwards  held  that  respect  for 
his  memory  and  character  which  men  always 
feel  for  their  superiors  in  age  who  have  as- 
sisted them  by  their  aid  ar.d  advice  in  the 
earliest  and  hardest  struggles  of  their  career. 
While  a  student  in  Dr.  Ballantyne's  office,  he 
made  the  acquaintance  of  a  German  scholar, 
who  came  to  this  country  as  a  surgeon  in  the 
British  army,  and  from  him  gathered  many 
ideas  upon  surgery  and  practice,  which  he 
considered  extremely  useful  in  after  life.  He 
studied  his  profession  with  assiduity  for  more 
than  three  years,  attended  private  dissections, 
made  himself  master  of  its  standard  authori- 
ties and  familiar  with  its  theory,  and  in  1799, 
commenced  practice  in  Reading,  Vt.  At 
that  time  he  had  never  attended  any  public 
medical  school.  Years  afterwards  the  Uni- 
versity of  Vermont  and  Middlebury  College 
honored  themselves  and  him  by  conferring 
upon  him  the  honorary  degree  of  M.  D. 

At  the  time  when  Dr.  Bowen  settled,  Ver- 
mont was  the  field  to  which  "  manifest  desti- 
ny "  led  the  young  men  of  Connecticut.  It 
was  natural,  then,  that  Dr.  Bowen  should 
follow  the  current  of  emigration  setting 
backward  from  tide  water,  and  settle  in  the 
new  State  His  early  success  was  all  that 
thorough  reading,  sound  sense,  and  untiring 
fidelity  to  his  profession  could  expect  in  a 
sparsely  settled  region  of  country.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  medical  profession  is  never  an  easy 
'me.  At  that  time,  and  in  that  part  of  the 
Stat*,  it  was  a  hardship. 

The  country  was  mainly  covered  with  for- 
ests— families  lived  remote-  from  each  other— 
carriages  were  not  in  use — the  physician  in 
active  practice  literally  spent  his  time  on 
snow-shoes,  in  the  saddle,  or  asleep. 

But  at  this  odds,  at  a  time  when  profes- 
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piooal  fees  were  less  than  half  their  present 
r^te^,  ins  practice  extended  so  that  in  a  few 
Years  his  charges  on  hook  amounted  to  be- 
tween $2,000  and  $3,000  per  annum,  and 
every  shilling  was  the  record  of  anxious 
thought  and  laborious  travel.  lie  earned 
the  emoluments  aud  honors  of  his  profession, 
and  never  shrank  from  its  burdens.  Many 
can  appreciate,  perhaps  fewer  would  imitate, 
that  devotion  to  the  stern  idea  of  duty,  which 
could  induce  him,  often,  at  the  close  of  a  long 
ride  aud  stormy  day,  when  sent  for  by  a  dis 
tant  patient,  to  commence,  without  rest,  a 
longer  ride  in  a  stormier  night,  knowing  his 
patient  could  never  recompense  him  a  far- 
thing. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  his  professional  career 
was  a  success.  His  book  charges  show  an 
aggregate  of  nearly  $100,000. 

Some  estimate  of  the  mere  physical  labor 
requisite  to  accomplish  such  a  result  may  be 
made,  when  we  consider  that  in  the  average 
his  charges  did  not  amount  to  ten  cents  for 
each  mile's  travel,  and  of  all  the  hard  service 
represented  by  that  large  sura,  it  was  in  great 
proportion  rendered  for  those  who  never 
would  and  never  could  pay  him.  Out  of  al- 
most $100,000  honestly  earned,  probably  less 
than  one-tenth  remains  to  pass  the  seal  of  the 
Probate  Court. 

He  continued  the  practice  of  his  profession 
till  within  a  few  weeks  of  his  death,  at  which 
time  he  was  probably  the  earliest  surviving 
physician  settled  in  this  State,  and  without 
doubt  the  oldest  practitioner  in  its  medical 
ranks. 

He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  "  The  Medi- 
cal Society  of  the  State  of  Vermont,"  and  was 
at  all  times  one  of  those  who  labored  to  make 
that  society  the  theatre  of  useful  discussion 
upon  disputed  topics  in  the  profession,  and 
the  means  of  gathering  and  disseminating 
useful  theories  from  the  aggregate  experiences 
of  its  members. 

The  society  has  taken  occasion  to  pay  an 
appropriate  tribute  to  his  memory  and  worth. 
It  is  but  justice  to  say  that  for  more  than 
half  a  century,  Dr.  Bowen  stood  in  the  front 
rank  of  its  strong  men. 

His  characteristics  may  be  summed — great 
physical  energy  and  endurance,  an  industri- 
ous and  abs,emious  life,  a  strong,  well  bal- 
anced and  well  informed  mind,  a  self  reliant 
judgment,  an  obstinate  perseverance,  conser- 
vative tendencies,  a  zealous  observance  of  his 
duties,  a  scrupulous  regard  for  the  rights  of 
pthers.  and  a  rigid  enforcement  of  his  own. 

He  was  a  pioneer  in  establishing  Sabbath 
Schools  in  this  State,  was  through  life  their 
laborious  advocate,  and  addressed  the  Sabbath 
School  in  Kearny  City  on  the  anniversary  of 
his  eighty- third  birth  day,  which  was  "the 
last  time  he  ever  attended'pubiio  worship. 

He  became  at  an  early  dav,  a  member  of 
the  order  ot'  Free  Masons.  He  filled  its  re- 
sponsible posts  in  its  various  departments — 
held  its  brighest  jewels  and  received  all  but 
one  of  the  high  honors  of  its  degrees." 


THE  HODQE3  FAMILY. 

.  BY  HOX.  8HAJA  H. 

The  family  of  Hodges,  iurmerly  a  numer- 
ous one  in  Clarendon  and  Rutland,  sprar.^ 
from  Doctor  Silas  Hodge3,  who  came  into 
Clarendon  about  1733.  His  younger  brotl  ir, 
Leonard  Hodges,  settled  in  Williston,  a  few 
years  afterwards,  and  left  many  descendants 
in  that  vicinity. 

Doct  c.  S:la3  Hodtes  came  from  a  family 
which  has  been  settled  in  Norton,  Jk-s.,  for 
upwards  of  two  centuries  and  whose  an;e  t . .  & 
came  from  England  to  this  country  a-  early 
as  1(330.  Dr.  Hodges  had  practised  for  some 
years  in  Woodstock,  Ct.,  and  afterwards  in 
Dunbarton,  N.  H.,  when  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution broke  out.  He  served  as  surgeon  in 
the  Continental  army,  and  was  for  some  time 
in  the  military  family  of  Geueral  Washington. 

On  settling  in  Clarendon,  he  purchased 
lands  on  the  intervale  of  Otter  Creek,  on  both 
sides  of  the  road  leading  to  Middletown,  and 
resided,  until  his  death  in  1804,  in  a  house 
which  then  stood  just  west  of  the  point  where 
that  road  branches  off  from  the  one  leading 
from  Manchester  to  Baitiand.  Besides  these 
lands,  he  purchased  numerous  tracts,  in  what 
are  now  Addison,  Chittenden  and  Franklin 
Counties.  The  care  of  attending  to  these 
lands,  and  a  mercantile  business  in  which  he 
had  embarked,  rendered  it  necessary  for  him 
to  relinquish  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

The  iuiirniities  of  his  later  years  compelle  1 
him  to  give  up  active  employment,  and  to 
leave  the  management  of  his  affairs  to  his  son, 
Henry.  The  Doctor  was  evidently  an  able 
man  of  business,  and  a  shrewd  financier,  of 
great  foresight  and  prudence.  Tradition  re- 
presents him  as  occupying  a  eonspicious  posi- 
tion in  society,  and  commanding  deep  respect 
in  a  wide  and  numerous  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances, extending  beyond  the  bounds  of  the 
State. 

Before  coming  to  Vermont,  he  had  been 
thrice  married— firstly  to  Mary  Baker,  second- 
ly to  Rachel  Freeman,  and  thirdly  to  Mary 
Gould.  The  last  survived  him,  and,  soon 
after  his  death,  built  near  the  bridge  across 
Otter  Creek  the  house  where  Hannibal 
Hodges  now  lives.  There  she  resided  through 
most  of  her  widowed  life,  well  known  through 
the  region  as  a  woman  of  marked  energy  aud 
ability,  and  died  in  1814. 

By  his  first  wife,  Doctor  Hodges  had  two 
daughters,   Anna,  who  married   first  Mr. 
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Smith,  secondly,  John  Richardson,  of  Fair-  < 
fax  :  and  Mary  married  to  Randall  Rice,  for  ] 
many  years  a  leading  magistrate  in  Claren-  i 
don.    Rachel  Hodges,  the  only  daughter  of  j 
his  second  wife,  married  first,  John  A.  Graham,  i 
LL.  D.,  of  Rutland,  afterwards  of  New  York,  i 
By  him  she  was  mother  of  Commodore  John  -. 
H.  Graham,  who  entered  the  U.  S.  Navy,  at 
the  age  of  twelve,  lost  his  leg  on  hoard  Com.  1 
McDonough's  Ship  at  Plattsburg,  aud  has  i 
ever  since  remained  in  the  service,  and  now 
resides  at  Newburgh,  N.  Y.    She  married, 
secondly,  Roger   Fuller,  of  Sudbury,  and  • 
afterwards  of  Brandon.  « 

By  his  third  wife,  the  Doctor  left  four 
sons, — Henry,  Silas  Wyllys,  George  T.  aud 
Hannibal,  a  notice  of  each  of  whom  will  < 
follow,  and  two  daughters,  viz. :  Susan,  who 
married  Calvin  Robinson,  a  large  land  owner 
in  Shewsbury,  and  left  only  daughters,  and 
Sophia,  married  to  Benjamin  Roberts,  of 
Manchester,  and  mother  of  several  children 
One  of  them,  Col.  Geo.  T.  Roberts,  fell  at  the 
head  of  the  Vermont  7th  Regiment,  at  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  in  1862. 

Henry  Hodges,  the  oldest  son  of  the  Doc- 
tor, born  July  30th,  1779,  died  Nov.  27th, 
1840.  About  1810,  he  purchased  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Joseph  Congdon  adjoining  his 
father's  former  property  on  the  south.  In 
1842,  he  erected  the  dwelling-house  now  on 
it,  and  made  that  place  his  home  for  life.  On 
this  farm,  west  of  the  road,  there  had  former- 
ly been  an  Indian  village,  from  one  of  whose 
inhabitants  a  piece  of  land  about  half  a  mile 
north-west  of  the  church,  took  and  long  pre- 
served the  name  of  the  "John's  lot."  Some 
remains  of  the  house  were  to  be  seen  as  late 
as  1820* 

In  consequence  of  his  father's  infirmities, 
he  became  much  engaged  in  business,  quite 
early  in  life,  and  was  widely  known  and 
noted  for  the  energy  ani  sagacity  he  dis- 
played in  the  management  of  the  affairs  en- 
trusted to  his  charge. 

Throughout  his  life  he  maintained  this 
reputation,  and  continued  to  enjoy  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  the  community  to  a 
remarkable  degree.  Launched  so  early  in 
to  active  life,  he  was  precluded  from  ob- 
taining such  an  education  as  he  ardently 
desired,  and,  though  he  ma  le  some  singular 

*  Another  tradition  represents  this  n.-vmo  as  having 
b*en  derived  from  a  Tory  who  resided  on  the  lot  before 
the  Revolution. 


efforts  to  secure  it,  he  succeeded  but  partially. 
Nevertheless,  he  was  all  his  life  a  studious 
reader  of  w^il- chosen  works,  and  thus  became 
possessed  of  more  than  usual  culture  and  in- 
formation for  that  section  and  period.  Few 
men,  in  his  day,  equalled  him  in  the  extent 
and  accuracy  of  his  historical  information. 
To  this  he  added  a  wonderful  capacity  for 
remembering  every  one  whom  he  hai  ever 
known,  and  for  insight  into  their  characters. 
His  courtesy  anil  suavity  were  such,  withal, 
as  to  compel  his  staunch  political  opponent, 
Judge  Harrington,  to  make  the  noted  con- 
cession, "  if  there  is  a  polite  man  in  the  Coun- 
ty of  Rutland,  Harry  Hodges  is  the  man." 

As  might  be  expected  he  enjoyed  an  unusual 
degree  of  public  favor.  His  firm  adherence 
to  the  Federal  policy  prevented  him  for  many 
years,  however,  from  receiving  any  popular 
honors  in  a  town  which  was  under  strong 
Democratic  rule.  When  the  asperity  of  party 
had  died  away,  his  popularity  was  very  soon 
manifested.  He  represented  the  town  for  4 
years,  beginning  in  1819.  In  1821,  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  assistant  judge  of 
the  County  Court,  and  continued  to  occupy 
that  position  for  about  13  years. 

He  was  ever  active  in  promoting  the  wel- 
fare and  improvement  of  the  town,  and  aid- 
ed largely  in  building  the  brick  church  on 
Clarendon  South  flats,  and  in  organizing  the 
first  Congregational  Church  in  that  district, 
of  wiiich  he  became  a  zealous  member. 

The  failure  of  a  manufactory,  whose  paper 
they  had  largely  endorsed,  involved  him  and 
Iris  brother,  Silas  W.,  in  very  heavy  loses  in 
LS37.  Nothing  but  the  most  untiring  energy, 
perseverence,  and  sagacity  on  his  part,  ena- 
bled them  to  weather  the  storm  successfully. 
The  fatigue  and  exposure  attendant  upon  his 
exertions,  brought  on  an  incurable  disorder, 
to  which,  after  a  long  struggle,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  succumb. 

In  1S02,  he  married  Mrs.  Anna  Cook,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Anna  Fuller,  and  who  lived 
till  April,  1864.  He  left  five  children  who 
are  still,  (1 S70)  living,  but  as  none  of  them 
were  'permanantly  residents  in  the  town,  a 
brief  notice  of  each  of  them  will  be  sufficient. 

Stlas  Hk.vry  HoD'iES,  horn  in  1804,  grad- 
uated at  Middle-bury  College  in  1821,  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1825.  With  the 
exception  of  a  few  3'ears  from  1833  to  1841, 
when  he  was  employed  in  the  ministry,  he 
followed  the  legal  profession  until  1861,  at 
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Rutland.  Ho  then  became  the  Senior  Ex- 
aminer-in-chief  of  the  United  States  Patent 
OtSce,  and  still  continues  to  hold  that  appoint- 
ment. In  1852,  and  1S53,  he  was  U.  S.  Com- 
missioner of  Patents.  From  1845  to  1850,  he 
held  the  place  of  Auditor  of  Accounts  against 
the  State  of  Vermont. 

He  married  Julia  A.,  daughter  of  Major 
Fay,  of  Rutland,  and  has  four  children. 

George  W.  Hodges,  born  1813,  left  Clar- 
endon in  1828,  passed  two  years  in  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  since  1831,  has  been  engaged  in 
business  in  New  York,  or  abroad,  some  years 
in  connection  with  his  business,  and  some 
time  in  travel.  He  married  in  England, 
Eliner  Burringham,  and  since  1852,  has  re- 
sided with  his  family  on  Staten  Island. 

Edward  F.  Hodges,  third  son  of  Judge 
Henry  Hodges,  born  in  1816,  graduated  at 
Middlebury  College  in  1836,  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  in  1S39,  in  Rutland,  where  he 
followed  his  profession  till  1845,  when  he 
removed  to  Boston  and  has  pursued  it  there 
ever  since.  Naturally  of  a  very  strong  con- 
stitution, his  assiduous  devotion  to  his  pro- 
fessional duties  has  so  deranged  his  health 
that  he  has  twice  been  compelled  to  relinquish 
them  temporarily,  and  seek  relief  and  restor- 
ation in  foreign  travel.  He  married  the 
daughter  of  Major  Hamrnett,  of  Bangor,  Me., 
by  whom  he  ha3  several  sons.  Their  present 
home  is  at  Lincoln,  near  Boston. 

Mary  Ann  Hodges,  married  in  1827,  Wm. 
Dana,  U.  S.  Vice  Consul  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
where  he  died  in  1831.  She  then  returned  to 
this  country,  and  in  1S41,  married  the  Hon. 
Solomon  Foot,  late  U.  S.  Senator,  who  died 
in  1865.  Since  then  she  has  resided  in  Rut- 
land. 

Elizabeth  A.  Hodge3  married,  in  1831, 
Eoyal  H.Waller,  who  practiced  law  for  some 
years  in  Rutland,  then  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  then 
in  New  York,  and  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.  lie 
was  twice  elected  Recorder  of  that  city.  Af- 
ter his  death  in  1S66,  his  widow  took  up  her 
residence  in  Rutland. 

Doctor  Hodges'  second  son,  Silas  Wyllys 
Hodges,  born  1785,  dwelt  nearly  all  his  life- 
time in  the  house  already  spoken  of  as  built 
by  his  mother  in  Clarendon.  He  and  his 
elder  brother,  Henry,  formed  a  mercantile 
connection  early  in  Life,  which  was  only  ter- 
minated by  the  death  of  the  latter.  They 
carried  on  many  branches  of  business  in 
Clarendon,  Dorset,  Manchester,  Castleton  and 


Brandon ;  and  their  operations  in  furnaces, 
marble  quarries,  land  purchases,  wool,  lum- 
ber, and  general  merchandise,  were  extensive 
for  the  times.  Mr.  S.  W.  Hodges'  disposition 
was  so  retiring  that  few  were  aware  of  his 
more  than  ordinary  abilities.  Yet,  he  was 
sufficiently  known  at  home  to  receive  many 
testimonials  of  the  confidence  in  his  judg- 
ment and  uprightness  which  his  townsmen 
entertained.  Besides  discharging  other 
trusts,  he  represented  the  town  in  1821  and 
1825,  and  was  town  clerk  from  1817  to  183 L 
He  made  a  profession  of  religion  in  1831. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Polly  Gil- 
let,  died  in  1844.  He  survived  her,  but  after 
several  years  was  afflicted  with  a  cancer,  and 
spent  two  or  three  winters  at  the  South  in 
order  to  obtain  relief.  His  death  took  place 
at  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  Apr.  19,  1S58.  He 
left  2  sons,  Hannibal  and  Henry  Leonard, 
and  3  daughters,  Almira,  Mary  and  Ann 
Eliza. 

Hannibal  Hodges,  born  Sept.  12,  1817, 
occupies  the  dwelling  where  his  father  and 
grandmother  resided.  He  has  served  as 
town  clerk  several  years,  and  as  a  member 
of  the  General  Assembly  in  1S61  and  1362, 
and  is  the  only  man  of  the  family  and  of 
the  name  now  remaining  in  this  section.  He 
is  married  and  has  2  sons. 

Henry  Leonard  Hodges,  second  son  of 
Silas  Wyllys,  born  Mar.  30,  1825,  graduated 
at  Middlebury  College  in  1846,  and  soon 
after  removed  to  the  South  and  settled  at 
La  Grange,  Troup  Co..  Ga.,  where  he  has 
married  and  has  a  family.  Though  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Bar,  he  has  been  principally  occu- 
pied in  teaching,  for  which  he  is  eminently 
qualified.  During  the  Rebellion  he  was  well 
known  to  be  staunch  in  his  adherance  to  the 
Union,  and  suffered  seriously  in  consequence 
of  it.  Almira  Hodges,  his  oldest  sister,  mar- 
ried the  Rev.  David  Perry  and  lives  in  Hol- 
lis,  N.  H. 

Mary,  second  daughter  of  Silas  Wyllya 
Hodges,  married  David  S.  Penfield,  a  well 
known  and  prosperous  banker  in  Rockport, 
111.  The  third  daughter,  Ann  Eliza,  is  mar- 
ried to  T.  L.  Miller,  a  successful  insurance 
broker  of  Chicago,  111. 

George  Tisdale  Hodges,  third  son  of 
Doctor  Hodges,  born  1788,  spent  aorae  tim« 
in  college,  but  early  removed  to  Rutland, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  busing  and 
prosecuted  it  successfully  until  ins  death  in 
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August,  1860.  While  his  capacity  for  this 
pursuit,  and  his  prulence  conspire  !  to  ensure 
hi?  unusual  prosperity,  his  intelligence,  his 
dignified  demeanor  and  courtesy  obtained 
for  hira  deep  respect  and  esteem  through  a 
wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 

The  regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  his 
fellow  citizens  may  be  understood  from  the 
numerous  positions  of  trust  he  was  called  to 
fill.  He  represented  his  town  in  the  General 
Assembly,  and  his  county  in  the  State  Senate 
for  several  years  in  each.  On  the  death  of 
the  Hon.  James  Meacham,  Representative  to 
Congress,  in  135o,  he  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  '  He  was  a  director  of  the  old 
Bank  of  Rutland  from  its  organization  in 
182-5,  until  his  death,  and  its  president  from 
1834.  He  was  also  a  director  and  the  vice 
president  of  the  Rutland  and  Burlington 
Railroad  from  its  commencement.  An  ex- 
tended notice  of  him,  however,  should  more 
properly  be  found  under  the  head  of  Rutland. 

Hannibal  Hodges,  Doctor  Hodges'  re- 
maining son,  resided  and  was  engaged  in 
business  successively  in  Shrewsbury,  Claren- 
don, and  Castleton.  He  was  born  in  1792, 
and  died  in  1851.  By  his  first  wife,  Cynthia 
Finney,  sister  of  Col.  Levi  Finney,  of  Shrews- 
bury, he  had  only  a  daughter,  Sophia  L. 
Hodges,  married  to  Adam  M.  Freeman,  of 
Wisconsin.  He  married,  secondly,  Mrs.  Eve- 
line Coburn,  whose  maiden  name  was  Atwell. 
Hesurvived  her  and  left  by  her  four  children, 
as  follows:  Jo;i5  Marshall  Hodges,  who 
married  m  New  York,  where  he  resides  and 
has  a  family.  Henry  Clay  Hodges,  gradu- 
ated at  West  Point  in  1851,  and  has  served 
in  the  army  ever  since.  He  married  the 
daughter  of  Governor  Abernethy,  of  Oregon, 
and  was  on  the  gen-ral  staff  of  the  army  in 
positions  of  great  trust  throughout  the  war. 
He  is  now  Lieut.  Colonel  and  Quartermaster 
of  tho  Departm  -nt  of  Philadelphia,  and  has 
one  son.  His  younger  brother,  Lieut.  Geo. 
T.  Hodges,  born  in  IS  11,  entered  the  army 
eoon  after  the  war  broke  out,  and  was  present 
at  the  battles  of  Yorktown,  Gaines'  Mill, 
Malvern  Hill,  Second  Bull  Run,  Chantilly, 
Antietam,  and  Gettysburgh.  He  continues 
in  the  service  and  is  stationed  at  Philadel- 
phia. The  sister  of  -  these  three  brothers, 
Eveline  Hodges,  is  married  to  Win.  H.  Dud- 
ley, of  Buffalo. 

BENJAMIN  PARKER 

was  born  in  Clarendon,  Aug.  26,  17S4;  mar- 


ried Patty  Wyman,  Dec.  29,  1805,  by  wnom 
he  was  the  father  of  12  chil  Ir^a,  nve  of 
whom  were  living  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
with  18  grand-children  and  9  great-grand- 
chiMren.  He  died  Apr.  9,  ISoS.  Tiie  six- 
tieth anniversary  of  his  welling  day  was 
celebrated  by  a  gathering  of  Ir.enis  and 
neighbors  at  his  house,  to  make  merry  and 
give  thanks.  The  following  lines  were  writ- 
ten, for  the  occasion,  by  Mrs.  M.  R.  H.  Mason. 

THE  GOLDCN  WEDDING. 
Welcome,  dear  friends,  to  this  our  golden  wailing, 
Uuited  first  were  we  in  1S03:  just  sixty  years  ago  to- 
day, 

So  long,  together,  we  have  traveled  through  life's  wil- 
derin^  way, 

The  old  familiar  friends  that  then  be'ield  us  wed, 
We  see  them  uot — they  are  numbered  with  the  deal. 
And  ye  behold  us  here,  an  age  i  pair, 
With  palsied  liquid  and  furrowed  brow ; 
But  the  good  Lord  hath  spared  us  yet 
To  live  aud  move  among  you  now . 

Blessed  with  a  dozen  children,  five  of  whom 

Still  live  to  cheer  our  age,  the  other  seven 

Ooue  to  the  better  land,  their  home  in  Heaven ; 

Aud  unto  God  we  breathe  tha  fervent  prayer, 

That  W'i  may  one  day  meet  our  children  there, 

For  well  we  know  that  not  again  will  three  score  vears 

roll  r>>und 
And  we  remain  among  the  living; 

But  while  wo  stay,  are  we  not  right  to  meet  oar  friends, 
And  with  them  hold  thauksgiving?  .  v 

Though  golden  dreams  of  youth's  imaginary  bliss  have 
fied, 

And  stern  reality  taken  their  place  instead, 
Still  da  we  feel  the  longest  life  is  far  too  short 
To  live  the  many  les-sons  sixty  years  have  taught. 
We've  bad  our  share  of  good,  and  much  of  eeemins  ill. 
And  through  it  all  we  trust  the  Lord  has  loved  us  gtiU, 
And  Wessed  according  to  our  need,  though  mayhap  in 
disguise. 

Yet  do  wo  place  our  hope  in  Him,  the  Omniscient  and 
Allwise. 

Unite  ns  then,  again  in  all  the  bonds  of  love  and  friend- 
ship known, 

Rejoice  with  us,  and  praise  the  Lord  for  all  his  mer- 
cies shown. 

Be  gay  and  jubilant,  for  life  is  sweet,  e'en  when  we're 

old ; 

Let  yortth  join  hand  with  age  in  harvesting  onr  gold, 
Thus  shall  we  feel  our  hearts  grow  yonng  and  strong 
again. 

We  lded  anew  with  love  to  God  and  all  onr  fellowmen, 
And  when  at  last  the  Heaveuly  Father  calls  and  liia 
u*  come, 

May  He  find  us  like  Autumn  grain,  waiting  to  be  gath- 
ered home. 

M.  K.  U.  1L 

DR.  S0CRATE3  SMITH 

died  at  Rush,  N.  Y.,  on  tho  27th  of  Aug. 
1870,  at  the  ago  of  79.  lie  was  a  native  of 
Clarendon,  and  graduated  at  Castleton  Medi- 
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<*1  College  Forty-eight  years  ago  he  emi- 
f:x:*d  on  horseback  to  Rush,  N.  Y.,  where 
Lad  a  successful  practice,  accumulating  a 
Ur^a  fortune.  He  was  a  brother  of  Enoch 
»r.  l  Nathan  J.  Smith,  of  Clarendon,  and  of 
the  late  Senaca  Smith  of  Danby. 


PRAYER 

»tlD  AT  TffI  OPENING  OF  A  BAND  OF  HOPS  TEMPERANCE 
MESTIN9  HELD  AT  NORTH  CLARENDON,  NOT.  14,  1871,  by 
*  AS  M.  *.  H.  MASON,  PRESIDENT. 

0.  Thon  who  nearest  prayer,  hear  us  we  pray  to-night, 
And  Mess  us  with  Thy  tender  love  and  care, 
Whilg  laboring  in  the  great  good  cause  of  Right; 
Protect  us  all,  and  keep  us  from  the  snare 
La.i  l  by  the  tempter's  hand  to  cause  us  woe, 
O,  give  us  brave,  true  hearts  to  dare 
To  fight  Intemperance  down  where'er  we  go. 
Help  us.  0,  God, to  lift  our  fallen  brother  up 
With  kindly  love  and  true  and  steady  hand, 
L»a  1  him  to  leave  the  foe  and  break  the  cup, 
To  sign  with  us  the  Pledge  and  join  our  Band, 
O,  bless  and  heal  all  hearts  bowed  down  in  pain 
Caused  by  the  fiend  whose  chief  and  only  work  is  ill, 
Who  steals  away  the  mind  and  dulls  the  brain, 
Deadens  love  and  enfeebles  human  will, 
We  praise  Thee,  0,  our  God!    for  all  Thy  mercies* 
shown, 

And  still  keep  asking  more  of  Thy  great  strength, 
Knowing  if  we  ask  aright  we  shall  receive  our  own 
Just  portion  of  Thy  gifts,  and  dwell  with  Thee  at 
length. 

Guided  by  Thoe,  we  hate  and  fear  all  sin  and  wrong  ; 
But  love  the  right  and  seek  it  night  and  day, 
And  we  would  praise  Thea  in  our  word,  and  deed,  and 
song; 

0,  for  these  childrens'  sake,  and  Him  who  died  and  suf- 
fered, hear  us  pray. 


THE  MANIAC'S  PRAYER. 

BY  MRS.  ROENA  MASON. 

The  sunset  glow  is  fading 

From  off  my  window  pane. 
And  so  my  heart's  glad  brightness 

Is  ever  on  the  wane. 
Yet,  through  the  heavy  portals 

Of  this  my  prison  home, 
Came  once  sweet  childhood's  voices 

That  now  no  loDger  come. 

"Where  are  the  hearts  that  loved  me? 

Where  are  the  friends  once  dear? 
Perhaps  they  have  forgotten 

That  I  am  lonely  here. 
0  would  'twere  always  sunlight! 

While  here  I  prisoned  lie  : 
Or  that  the  God  in  Heaven 

Would  make  nio  fit  to  die  1 

For  vain  has  been  my  life-work, 

My  hopes  and  strivings  vain, 
These  fetters  are  my  portion 

And  I  am  called  insane. 
Ah,  no!  'tis  only  sadness; 

Why  don't  the  children  come 
And  bring  the  golden  .sunshine 

To  light  my  prison-Lome. 


0.  God!  strike  off  these  fetters, 

And  let  me  breathe  once  more 
The  balmy  breath  of  freedom 

Beyond  the  pri<on-door! 
0,  listen  to  my  pleading, 

I  am  not  truly  bail, 
This  heart  is  torn  and  bleeding, 

But,  0, 1  am  not  mad  I 

Come  aweet  and  gentle  Jesus, 

Whom  often  I  have  spurned, 
And  hear  the  maddest  being 

That  ever  from  Thee  turned. 
No  more  I'll  ask  for  freedom 

As  here  I  fettered  lie, 
But  strength  to  bear  the  bondage 

Till  I  am  fit  to  die. 

The  meanest  of  God's  creatures 

Is  safe  within  Thy  care 
And  Thou  wilt  not  forget  me, 

But  hear  the  maniac's  prayer. 
He  comes!  I  feel  His  presence! 

A  sweet  and  holy  calm 
Steals  o'er  my  troubled  spirit — 

He'll  keep  me  from  all  harm. 


CLARENDON  SPRINGS. 

These  widely  known  and  justly  celebrated 
springs,  the  annual  resort  of  great  numbers 
of  pleasure  seekers  and  invalids  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  are  situated  in  the  wesn 
part  of  the  town,  near  Furnace  Brock,  a 
beautiful  and  picturesque  region  about  two 
miles  south  of  the  great  marble  quarries  of 
West  Rutland.    Thompson  says  : 

"These  waters  differ  in  their  composition 
from  any  heretofore  known,  but  resemble 
most  nearly  the  German  Spa  water.  For 
their  curative  properties  they  are  believed  to 
be  indebted  wholly  to  the  gases  they  con- 
tain." There  are  now,  at  thc^e  springs,  two 
hotels,  the  Clarendon  House,  kept  by  r>yr  n 
Murray,  and  the  Green  Mountain  House,  by 
James  Flowers,  and  other  boarding  houses, 
sufficient  for  the  accommodation  of  several 
hundred  visitors. 

For  the  early  history  of  these  springs.  I 
am  indebted  to  0.  H.  Round,  Esq.,  who  says, 
"In  1781,  my  father  moved  to  Ciaren 
Springs;  the  country  was  then  all  a  wilder- 
ness,  with  not  a  stick  cut.  My  first  recol- 
lection of  the  6prings'  being  called  mineral, 
or  being  used  for  medicinal  purposes,  wa3 
about  1793  or  '4.  At  that  time  there  was  a 
space  of  10  rods  or  mor«  in  exteu:,  u:  .a 
which  no  green  thing  grew,  except  a  coli 
moss.  It  looked  like  the  remains  of  an  •;.  1 
lime  kiln  covered  with  cinders  for  the  \va>_-r 
to    run  through,   under  which,  crotr.ng 
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through  in  many  places,  was  a  strata  of  soft 
white  clay,  very  fine  and  delicate.  The 
water  was  therein  heavily  clogged  with  de- 
posits ;  much  more  so  than  at  present,  so 
that  a  board  lying  in  it  90  or  100  days 
would  be  completely  coated  over  with  a  cin- 
der-looking substance  from  1-16  to  1-8  inch 
in  thickness. 

As  early  as  1800,  many  people  began  to 
visit  the  springs  as  a  cure  for  poisons  and 
salt  rheum.  In  1781,  George  Round,  my 
father,  built  a  log-house  near  the  springs 
and  took  a  few  boarders.  In  1793,  he  also 
built  a  frame-house  and  opened  a  hotel.  The 
first  wonderful  cure  I  remember  of  at  the 
Springs  was  in  1800;  a  man  named  Shaw 
used  the  white  clay  at  the  springs  upon  a 
cancer  and  cured  it. 

About  1797,  there  were  eight  families  re- 
siding in  the  immediate.,  vicinity  of  the 
springs,  who  had  113  children,  99  of  whom 
were  living  and  attended  the  same  school. 
These  families  are  and  always  have  been  well 
known  in  town,  and  I  give,  in  the  following 
table,  the  names  of  the  heads  of  the  families, 
being  the  husband  and  maiden  name  of  the 
wife,  and  the  number  of  children  born  to 
them,  and  the  number  alive  who  attended 
•v  hool  at  one  and  the  same  time. 


Born. 

Scholars. 

Harrington  and 

r  lly  Bates, 

12 

10 

ilus  Harrington  and 

;  •  :sey  Buck, 

12 

11 

V 

x.:\  Harrington  and 

J  ly  Briggs, 

17 

13 

G 

.  Round  and 

,rtha  Hopkins, 

12 

12 

Jo 

monds  and 

•  rah  Wescott, 

12 

12 

c  - 

i  r  ■  Simonds  and 

. .  hitable  Esborn, 

16 

16 

R:  . 

■  1  Weaver  and 

lith  Reynolds, 

13 

11 

in  Eddy  and 

•iperance  Pratt, 

19 

14 

113 

90 

In  these  families  no  one  of  the  8  ever 
had  more  than  one  wife,  and  there  was  but 
one  pair  of  twins  in  the  lot ;  and  the  extreme 
difference  between  the  first-born  of  all  these 
families  was  16  years. 

O.  II.  ROUND,  ESQ., 

was  born  in  Clarendon,  (in  the  first  house 
built  at  the  springs),  Dec.  5,  1783,  and  lived 


in  that  immediate  neighborhood  till  It!  34, 
when  he  moved  to  Ira.  He  lived  in  Ira  9 
years  and  then  came  back  to  Clarendon  and 
lived  in  town  till  1857  ;  since  which  time, 
he  has  lived  in  Rutland  principally.  He 
was  14  years  constable  of  Clarendon  from 
1317  to  1831.  He  was  in  the  militia  service 
in  town  16  years  (in  which  he  became  cap- 
tain) and  never  missed  a  training  or  master 
in  that  time,  commencing  in  1806  and  end- 
ing in  1322.  He  was  a  volunteer  to  the  bar- 
tie  of  Plattsburg,  and  got  to  Burlington 
after  the  close  of  the  battle.  In  1827  ani 
182$,  he  represented  the  town  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  Vermont,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  at 
Montpelier  at  about  the  same  time.  He  has 
held  every  orhce  in  town  except  town  clerk, 
and  when  he  was  in  town,  no  one  else  wa3 
thought  of  for  moderator  of  our  town  meet- 
ings. He  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and 
endurance,  and  now  at  the  age  of  nearly  84 
is  active  as  most  men  many  years  his  junior. 
He  has  a  remarkable  memory  and  can  relate 
the  political  history  and  tell  the  names  of  all 
the  representatives  of  the  town  for  the  last 
70  years.  But  what  he  justly  considers  the 
most  remarkable  thing  about  himself  is  that 
he  never  took  a  chew  of  tobacco,  never 
smoked  a  pipe  or  cigar,  never  drank  any 
spirits  of  any  kind,  nor  paid  a  lawyer  a  fee 
in  his  life. 

NAME  OF  CLARENDON. 

Tradition  says  that  the  town  of  Clarendon 
derived  its  name  from  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Clarendon  who  was  the  first  person  buried 
within  the  limits  of  the  town. 

SCHOOLS. 

I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the  date 
of  the  first  division  of  the  town  into  school 
districts;  but  the  first  settlers  early  took  such 
measures  as  was  in  their  power  to  place  a 
common  school  education  within  the  reach 
of  all  their  children.  As  there  was  but  little 
money  in  circulation,  the  teachers  were  paid 
in  some  kind  of  barter,  generally  in  grain. 
About  1S20,  the  "North-west,"  what  is  now 
the  5th  district,  voted  to  "pay  Sophronia 
Little-Sold  sixty-seven  cents  per  week,  in 
grain,  for  teaching  their  school."  The  wood 
was  generally  furnished  by  assessing  a  cer- 
tain number  of  feet  to  a  scholar,  to  be  de- 
livered by  lot.  A  new  division  of  the  town 
into  school  districts  was  made  in  1S27.  At 
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ca«  time  there  were  17  districts  and  two 
fractional  districts  in  town.  There  were  4 
j  ,tricta  in  West  Clarendon  in  1826,  where  , 
there  are  but  two  now,  in  1871.  The  earliest 1 
records  of  "District  No.  1,  West  Clarendon" 
iay  that  at  a  school  meeting  held  June  27, 
1S0S, 

"  Voted  to  build  a  school-house,  that  it 
ft.-xnd  in  the  corner  where  the  road  that 
cornea  from  Lewis  Walkers  interferes  with 
the  road  that  leads  to  the  mill."  "Voted 
that  the  property  be  paid  in  grain  by  the 
first  of  June  next." 

Lewis  M.  Walker,  Moderator. 
Benj.  Cushman,  Clerk. 
Horatio  Bealls,  \ 

Philip  Green,  >  Building  Committee. 
John  Wills,  J 

There  are  now  but  9  districts  in  town  and 
two  fractions,  242  heads  of  families,  and  354 
children  of  school  age.  $  1263.87  was  paid 
for  teaching  208  weeks  during  the  past  year. 
$532.00  of  public  money  was  divided  among 
the  districts. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  persons  who 
have  held  the  office  of  Town  Superintendent 
in  Clarendon,  and  date  of  service: 

Hon.  John  S.  Marsh,  1846 ;  Rev.  Charles 
Woodhouse,  1847  to  '48 ;  Rev.  Philetus 
Clark.  1849;  W.  S.  Weeks,  Esq.,  1350;  Rev. 
J.  B.  Clark,  1851-52;  E.  B.  Holden,  1853,- 
*54;  Rev.  J.  B.  Clark,  1854;  Hon.  J.  L. 
Marsh,  1856-57;  Daniel  S.  Ewing,  Esq., 
1858;  James  J.  Griffin,  1859-60;  John  Har- 
vey, 1861 ;  Capt.  S.  H.  Kelley,  March,  1862 
to  Oct.  1862;  Rev.  W.  T.  Herrick,  Oct.  1S62 
'70;  H.  B.  Spofford,  Esq.,  1871-72. 
longevity. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  persons 
who  have  died  in  town  over  80  years  of  age  : 
Heman  Spafford,  aged  88 ;  Eliphalet  Spaf- 
ford,  86;  Sally  Spafford,  34;  Benjamin  Par- 
ker, 83;  Ellen  Curtis,  86;  Thankful  Brown, 
David  Kelley,  91  ;  Nathan  Lounsbery,  102 ; 
Mrs.  Sprague,  106 ;  Mrs.  Gould,  Jonathan 
Parker,  over  80. 

The  following  are  now  living  in  town  : 
Patty  Parker,  aged  86;  Jesse  Caldwell,  84; 
Hon.  Frederic  Button,  S4,  and  Mrs.  Cava- 
naugh,  oldest  person  now  living  in  town. 

ADDITIONAL  PAPER  FOR  CLARENDON. 

BT  HO*.  JOHX  L.  MARSH. 

The  township  of  Clarendon  lies  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  Rutland  County;  lat.  43°  31' 
and  long.  4°  6' ;  bounded  N.  by  Rutland,  E. 
by  Shrewsbury,  S.  by  Wallingford  and  Tin- 


mouth,  and  W.  by  Ira.  It  was  granted  (say3 
Thompson)  in  1761,  both  by  New  Hampshire 
and  New  York,  and  comprehended  a  part  of 
the  two  grants  of  Socialborough  and  Durham. 
This  is  probably  a  mistake  as  to  New  York, 
as  the  writer  of  this,  has  tho  copy  of  a  map 
containing  a  survey  by  William  Cockburn,  a 
deputy  New  York  surveyor,  which  he  entitles 
"A  map  of  the  south  part  of  Socialborough, 
as  run  into  lots  A.  D.  1771."  Ten  years, 
therefore,  after  it  wa3  granted  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  New  Hampshire,  it  was  recognized  by 
the  New  York  authorities  as  Socialborough. 

The  town,  however,  according  to  its  orig- 
inal charter,  was  6  mile3  square.  Before, 
however,  there  were  any  settlements  made  in 
the  soutli  part  of  the  town,  land  jobbers,  liv- 
ing south,  making  a  business  of  enriching 
themselves  by  surveying  unoccupied  lands, 
assuming  they  were  "  vacant  lands"  (that  is, 
lands  lying  between  the  chartered  limits  of 
towns  or  between  surveyed  lots,  when  the 
lines  of  adjacent  towns  or  lots  did  not  join), 
surveyed  considerable  land  in  the  south  part 
of  the  town,  adjacent  to  Wailingford  and 
Tinmouth,  had  their  surveys  recorded  in 
those  towns,  sold  the  land  to  settlers  as  being 
a  part  of  those  towns,  and,  being  nearer  a 
settlement  begun  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town  of  Wallingford  (indeed  the  Wallingford 
settlement  was  on  or  near  the  line  between 
the  two  towns) ;  the  inhabitants,  purchasers 
of  these  lands,  supposing  their  lands  were  a 
part  of  those  towns,  acted  with  their  inhabi- 
tants, aad  in  consequence  of  the  controversy 
between  New  Hampshire  and  New  York  and 
the  breaking  out  and  continuance  of  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  the  people  of  Clarendon 
had  enough  on  their  hands  without  investi- 
gating the  question  of  town  limits;  inasmuch 
as  individual  rights  had  not  been  trespassed 
upon.  Therefore,  no  action  was  taken  upon 
the  subject  till  many  years  afterwards,  by 
the  town  of  Clarendon. 

It  was  then  ascertained,  by  a  survey,  that 
a  strip  of  land,  originally  within  the  char- 
tered limits  of  Clarendon,  across  the  south 
side  of  the  town,  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile 
or  more  in  width,  had  from  the  first  settle- 
ment, b^en  claimed  by  those  towns,  and  the 
business  associations  of  the  inhabitants  living 
on  this  strip  of  land,  had  become  so  identified 
with  the  interest?  of  those  towns,  that  tho 
town  of  Clarendon  has  never  assumed  juris- 
diction over  that  part  of  her  original  territory. 
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The  inhabitants  living  on  the  west  side 
of  the  hill,  adjacent  to  the  town  of  Ira,  be- 
lieving it  for  their  interests,  because  they 
could  with  less  travel  get  to  the  business 
centre  of  Ira  than  to  that  of  Clarendon,  peti- 
tioned the  legislature,  and,  in  1854,  were  set 
off  to  and  made  a  part  of  that  town  :  so, 
through  the  cupidity  of  some,  and  for  the 
convenience  of  others,  the  town  of  Clarendon 
has  been  considerably  shorn,  on  her  southern 
and  western  borders,  of  her  original  territory. 

In  1768,  Randall  Rice,  Elkanah  Cook, 
Benjamin  Johns,  Samuel  Place,  Elisha  Wil- 
liams and  probably  some  others,  came  into 
the  town,  and  selected  locations  ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  there  was  anything  done 
towards  a  permanent  settlement  until  the 
pext  year,  when  the  most  of  these  returned 
with  their  families,  and  oommenced  a  settle- 
ment— Rice  and  Johns  near  the  central  part 
of  the  town,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Creek, 
and  with  them,  the  same  year,  came  Stephen 
Arnold  (  who  was  the  paternal  great  grand- 
father of  the  celebrated  Stephen  Arnold 
Douglas),  and  located  a  little  south  of  Rice 
and  Johns.  Place,  Cook  and  Williams  com- 
menced in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  known 
then  as  Socialborough  ;  and  the  same  year 
(1769)  came  Jacob  and  Amos  Marsh  (broth- 
ers), and  Dan'l  and  Wm.  Marsh  (brothers) 
and  nephews  of  Jacob  and  Arnos  Marsh  ;  and 
Whitefield  Foster  and  Oliver  Arnold,  from 
Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  and  selected 
each  a  lot  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Otter 
Creek,  being  the  six  north  lots  in  what  is 
now  the  town  of  Clarendon — then  the  six 
south  lots  in  the  town  of  Socialborough. 

The  title  to  their  land,  they  derived  from 
John  Henry  Lydius,  who  claimed  a  large 
tract  of  land  lying  on  the  east  side  of  Lake 
Charnplain,  and  extending  east  to  the  foot  of 
the  Green  Mountains,  by  a  grant  from  the 
Indians,  among  whom  he  had  acted  as  mis- 
sionary*   They  left  their  families  in  Rhode 

•Rev.  John  Lydius  was  the  minister  of  the  Dutch 
Reformed  Church  iu  Albany  and  Schenectady,  and  ea  ly 
in  17'>-2  he  came  over  from  Holland.  II.' died  in  1710. 
John  Henry  Lydius,  his  son,  was  a  prominent  Indian 
trader  in  the  Colony  of  New  York;  went  to  England 
in  177G,  and  died  at  Kensington  near  London,  iu  1791 
Hged  y.-ars.  He  obtained  a  graut  from  the  Indians 
of  a  tract  of  land  lying  south  of  Rutland  (now  forming 
apart  of  Clarendon)  which  he  called  Durham,  and  com- 
menced a  settlement  on  it.  Learning  that  his  Indian 
tiile  was  not  reliable,  he  obtained  letters  patent  from 
the  State  of  Now  York  of  the  tract  iu  confirmation  of 


Island  and  Connecticut  (their  former  ho.Le-j 
and  labored  the  first  season  in  building  log 
houses  on  their  respective  lots,  and  clearing 
a  piece  of  land  to  subsist  their  families  in  the 
future. 

They  brought  with  them  a  cow,  and  such 
bread-stuffs  as  their  means  would  allow;  de- 
pending upon  fish  and  game  for  their  princi- 
pal support.  They  worked  together — detail- 
ing one  of  their  number  each  week  to  procure 
the  game  and  fish,  milk  the  cow,  and  do  the 
cooking. 

At  the  close  of  the  season,  their  united 
labors  had  erected  five  comfortable  log- 
houses,  and  cleared  a  sufficient  piece  of  land, 
in  the  vicinity  of  each,  for  crops  the  coming 
season,  to  warrant  them  in  bringing  their 
families  with  them,  on  their  return  the  next 
Spring.  They,  therefore,  all  returned  to  their 
former  homes,  except  William  Marsh,  who, 
having  no  family,  concluded  to  go  north  and 
spend  the  Winter,  perhaps  in  Montreal,  and 
join  them  again  in  the  Spring. 

The  five  returned  with  their  families,  the 
next  spring,  with  such  household  effects  as 
they  could  conveniently  bring  with  them, 
which  in  these  days,  would  be  considered  a 
very  meagre  outfit,  but  which,  with  their 
own  inventions  and  appliances,  they  made 
sufficient  to  subserve  their  necessities. 

William  Marsh  did  not  return,  and  his 
friends,  notwithstanding  many  anxious  in- 
quiries, never  heard  of  him  afterwards. 

Previous  to  1771,  James  Rounds,  and  a 
Mr.  Hills,  had  taken  lots  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Creek,  and  commenced  improvements. 

Ten  families,  therefore,  were  all  that  had 
settled  in  the  north  part  of  Clarendon,  (^then 
Socialborough)  as  late  as  1771.  A  numrer 
of  families  had  joined  those,  who  had  settled 

his  title.  But  New  Hampshire  also  grautcd  the  same 
lands,  and  the  grantees  under  this  title  took  measures 
to  drive  off  the  settlers  uuder  Lydius,  and  thus  forced 
them  to  buy  in  their  lands  also  under  the  grant  of 
New  Hampshire.  Some,  however,  declined  this,  and 
they  were  tried  '">'  the  olu  Council  of  Saiet>  and  con- 
demned to  serv.tude  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Coun- 
cil. Ethan  Allen  afterwards  arresied  one  of  these  of- 
fenders (named  Oliver  Colvin)  and  re-tried  him,  and 
sentonced  him  to  banishment  in  the  enemies'  lines; 
(iov.  Clinton  set  him  at  hue  ty  again,  and  he  then  pe- 
titioned Gov.  Clntteuden  to  return  to  bis  family  and 
stay  so  long  as  he  behaved  as  a  friend  of  the  United 
States.  Hut  Chittenden  told  him  he  was  an  Old  Yorker 
and  should  not  live  in  this  State.  Lydius  bad  a  man- 
sion on  the  Hudson  near  Fort  Edward.  (Doc.  Hist,  of 
N.  Y.,  vol.  iii.  p.  t>i*3,  and  vol.  iv.  p.  956.} — David  Head. 
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father  south,  and  commenced  a  settlement 
ca  what  has  since  been  known  as  the  South 
Flail.  A  settlement  was  also  commenced  in 
t;,*>  soa'.h-east  part  of  the  town,  (known  since 
»j  Z\*t  Street)  as  early,  probably,  as  1772  or 
1773,  by  Ichabod  Walker,  a  Mr.  Nichols,  and 
a  Mr.  Osborn.  These  three  families  first 
i  >cxted  in  the  eastern  part  of  Sooialborough 
(sow  Rutland),  where  they  were  in  1771. 

It  should  be  stated  in  this  connection,  that 
the  families  before  alluded  to,  who  settled 
on  the  east  side  of  Otter  Creek,  in  Clarendon, 
came  mostly  from  Rhode  Island,  and  adja- 
cent parts  of  Connecticut.  They  were  con- 
cocted together,  either  by  family  ties,  or  ties 
of  friendship,  and  came,  not  for  the  purpose 
of  speculation,  but  for  the  express  and  sole 
object  of  making  permanent  homes,  in  what 
was  then  an  unbroken  forest. 

Their  first  desire  was  to  obtain  a  good  title 
to  their  farms,  and  soon  ascertaining  there 
was  doubt  in  regard  to  the  grant  under  Ly- 
dius,  they  examined  and  investigated,  so  far 
as  they  were  able,  the  different  and  conflic- 
ting claims  to  these  lands,  by  New  Hamp- 
shire, under  Benning  Wentworth,  and  by  the 
state  of  New  York.  Having  come  to  the 
conclusion,  that  the  best  title  they  could 
possibly  obtain,  was  from  New  York,  they 
purchased  additional  deeds  under  this  title 
accordingly. 

During  the  eight  years  of  war  ensuing,  be- 
tween this  country  and  Great  Britain,  all 
the  settlers  in  Western  Vermont,  were  more 
or  less  disturbed  in  their  possessions  and  ti- 
tles. Claimants,  under  New  Hampshire,  fre- 
quently ejected  those  holding  under  New 
York,  while  the  New  Hampshire  men  were 
ejected  in  return. 

During  all  this  turmoil,  and  unsettled  state 
of  things,  trespassers  and  "  squatters," 
seemed  to  thrive  exceedingly ;  for  without  a 
shadow  of  title,  they  boldly  took  possession 
of  the  best  tracts  of  land  they  could  find,  that 
happened  to  be  temporarily  vacated.  This 
state  of  things  invariably  resulted,  not  only 
in  quarrels  and  expensive  litigations,  but  in 
criminations  and  recriminations,  intensify- 
ing in  feeling  and  bitterness,  during,  and 
long  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

Those  who  once  obtained  possesion  of 
land,  whether  under  one  title  or  another,  or 
Under  no  title,  invariably  stigmatized  those, 
who  attempted  to  enforce  their  rights  against 
them,  by  recovering  their  lands,  as  "  tories," 


and,  by  thus  doing,  endeavored  to  create  a 
public  sentiment  in  their  own  favor,  and 
against  any  actual  claimant  who  ventured  to 
disturb  them. 

History  shows  that  this  was  peculiarly  the 
state  of  things  in  Clarendon,  and  that  many 
atrocities,  were,  in  consequence,  committed. 
And,  indeed,  it  was  not  until  long  after  the 
Revolution,  and  the  organization  of  the  State 
Government,  that  an  act  was  finally  passed 
by  the  Legislature,  commonly  termed  the 
"Quieting  Act,"  that  settled  and  adjusted 
most  of  the  conflicting  claims  and  titles  to 
real  estate. 

This  bill  was  originated  and  advocated  by 
Daniel  Marsh  who  was  a  member  of  the  Leg- 
islature from  the  town  of  Clarendon  for  quite 
a  number  of  years. 

soldiers'  record. 

The  town  of  Clarendon  furnished  the  fol- 
lowing soldiers  for  the  suppression  of  the 
slaveholder's  rebellion,  as  shown  by  the 
reports  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  Vermont, 
for  the  years  1861  and  1805 ; 
First  Regiment,  three  months  men,  mustered 

into  service  May  2,  1861:  mustered  out  of 

service  Aug.  15,  1861. 


Ag6. 

Co. 

Crothers.  William 

13 

G 

Combs,  Harrison 

19 

G 

Congdon,  James  L. 

33 

G 

Lincoln,  George 

24 

G 

Ross,  John  W. 

20 

G 

Smith,  William  H. 

20 

G 

Steward,  Gilbert 

22 

G 

Rounds,  William  McC. 

34 

K 

Donnelly,  John 

23 

K 

Kelley,  Samuel  H. 

25 

K 

Leach.  Moses  W. 

35 

K 

Ross,  James  W. 

22 

K 

Smith,  Alonzo  E. 

21 

K 

Webb,  Henry 

26 

K 

Procured  Substitutes. 


Willis  Benson,  Barney  Riley,  Henry  C. 
Round,  Lucien  P.  Smith,  Edwin  C.  Taylor 
William  L.  Wylie. 

This  town  furnished  14  three-months  mea 
under  the  call  of  April,  1861,  for  75.000  vol- 
unteers, and  75  three  years  men  under  differ- 
ent calls;  23  for  one  year,  and  15  for  nine 
months. 

I  think  no  one  went  from  this  town  as  a 
drafted  man.  Several  inhabitants  of  this 
town,  whose  names  are  not  in  the  following 
list,  are  credited  to  other  towns  or  States, 
among  which  are  W.  M.  Flanders,  Oria  la- 
gals  and  Warren  Gilford. 
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VOLUNTEERS  FOB  3  TEARS. 

Credited  previous  to  call  for  300,000  volunteers  of  Oct.  17,  1863. 

Date  of  Enlistment.  Remarks. 
July  15,  1862. 

May  S,  '61.    Killed  at  Savage  Station,  June  29,  '62. 
Aug.  28,  '61.  Discharged  July  14,  '63. 
Dec.  9,  '61.    Pro.  Corp.;  capM  Feb.  9,  '64,  and  sup- 

posed  to  have  died  in  rebel  prison. 
Aug.  11,  '62.  Pro.  Corp.;  w'nded  in  G  H.,  Aug.  31/61. 
Feb.  17,  '62.  Re-en.  Mar.  23,'64;  pro.  Corp.  May  2/64. 
Jau.  18,  '62.  Died  Nov.  30,  '62. 
Nov.  27,  '61.  Re-en.  Feb.  23,  '64. 
Oct.  5,  Discharged  Jau.  2,  '64. 

Oct.  17,  Sergeant. 

Missing  in  action  Oct,  11,  '63. 
Died  Uct.  9,  '62. 
Corp.;  dis.  Oct.  23,  '62. 

Pro.  Sergt.,  June  17,  '65. 
Re-en.  Sept.  16,  '63. 
Musician  ;  pro.  Serg't  Oct.  19,  '64;  pro. 
principal  musician  Dec.  26,  '64. 


Fames. 

A<J<!. 

R>o. 

Co. 

Avery,  Peter 

21 

10 

n 

Kj 

Ballard,  George 

19 

2 

TJ 
J_> 

Cobb,  Henry  11. 

13 

4 

p 
\j 

Combs,  Harrison 

20 

7 

"D 
-D 

Congoon,  rienry  Kj. 

21  2  S.S. 

Hi 

Croihers,  John 

13 

7 

H 

Daniels,  Charles  II. 

30 

7 

B 

Daniels,  William  J. 

18 

7 

TJ 
JT> 

Tlnris     T»/-\r\  n 

jja\  i>,  jjon  (j. 

23 

Cav. 

H 

Davis,  I  lavius 

31 

H 

Davis,  Solon  D. 

25 

<( 

H 

Davis,  Thomas 

29 

7 

I 

"nnrspf-1-    rhirlp-5  V 

30 

5 

G 

Tinrctirt"    T^r^win  IT 
JL/UIoCLt,    uUWIU  J.1. 

25 

9 

B 

Doty,  James  J. 

21 

11 

M 

Dyer,  William 

13 

5 

G 

Edgerton,  Edward  M. 

19 

9 

B 

Fassett,  Don  A. 

25 

5 

G 

Flanders,  Steven  B. 

19 

1  S.S.  F 

Flanders,  William 

25 

2 

B 

Gee,  Abisha  G. 

26 

7 

B 

Gee,  Edward  B. 

2° 

Cav. 

H 

Giddings,  Henry  II. 

23 

1  S.  S.  F 

Gregory,  Philip 

21 

10 

C 

Hagar,  Enoch  C. 

18 

11 

L 

Harrington,  William  W.  22 

o 

B 

Holden,  James  B. 

23  Cav. 

H 

Horton,  Lorin 

42 

7 

D 

Hubbard,  Michael 

18 

10 

C 

Kelley,  Edward  L. 

°2 

9 

B 

Kelley,  Samuel  H. 

25 

9 

B 

Lantdey^George  A. 

27 

7 

I 

Lazelle,  John 

33 

9 

B 

Lewis,  Henry 

21 

5 

G 

Maranville,  Lewis  S. 

13 

10 

C 

Morgan,  Lensey  R. 

20 

Cav. 

II 

Monroe,  Ira  C. 

18 

H 

Parker,  Charles  A. 

18 

7 

B 

Perkins,  Albert 

18 

7 

A 

Pitts,  William  H. 

18 

7 

B 

Plurnley,  Jesse 

40 

I 

Potter/Darius  E. 

27 

1S.S 

.  F 

Potter,  Noel 

20 

F 

Powers,  Daniel  M. 

44 

Cav. 

F 

Powers,  William  D. 

IS 

7 

I 

Quincv,  David 

25 

7 

D 

Rhodes,  John  Q.  A. 

24 

5 

G 

Ross,  James  M. 

21 

Cp.v. 

II 

Savory,  John  H. 

24 

2 

B 

Sherman,  Merritt  H. 

11 

C 

Smith,  Montillion 

31 

2S.S.  E 

Stewart,  Gilbert 

Cav. 

G 

Samner,  Nelcon  A. 

23 

5 

B 

Sumner,  Reuben  A. 

21 

11 

M 

Titus,  Abel  E. 

13 

o 

B 

Tov,-or,  Horace 

28 

B 

Wardwell,  George  W. 

21 

7 

D 

Ward  well,  William  H.H.21 

7 

D 

Welter,  David 

23 

9 

B 

W(  scott,  Henry 

rj 

i 

G 

Wilder,  Charles  II. 

7 

I 

Winn,  James  R. 

11 

C 

Wilkms,  William 

18 

7 

B 

Dec.  27,  '61. 
Aug.  29,  '61. 
June  16,  '62. 
July  13,  '63. 
Aug.  22,  '61. 
June  18,  '62. 

Aug.  22,  '61. 
Sept.  11,  '61. 
Mav  8,  '61. 
Feb.  5,  '62. 
Sept.  23,  '61. 
Sept.  11,  '61. 
July  15,  '62. 
June  4,  '63. 
May  8,  '61. 
Sept.  2,  '61. 
Dec.  7,  '61. 
Aug.  4.  '62. 
June  13,  '62. 
May  1,  '63. 
Feb.  10,  '62. 
July  8,  '62. 
Aug.  22.  '61. 
Aug.  4,  '62. 

'61. 
'61. 
'61. 
'62. 
'61. 


Re-enlisted  Jan.  2,  '64. 
Discharged  July  26,  '62. 
Died  Dec.  28,  '62. 
Discharged  May  2,  '62. 
Discharged  Oct.  4,  '61. 


Mustered  out  June  22, 
June  29, 
Died  May  26,  '62,  of  w' 


'65, 
'64. 

is  rec.  in  action. 


Die 


»rged  Oct.  15,  '62. 


Sept.  23, 
Sept.  28. 
Nov.  27, 
Jan.  21, 
Nov.  27, 


Feb.  3,  '62. 
Sept.  11,  '61. 

Nov.  4,  '61. 
Feb.  6,  "62. 
Dec.  14,  '61. 
Aug.  26,  '61. 
Sept  17,  '61, 
May  8,  '61. 

Aug.  11,  *62. 


Pro.  1st  Lieut.  Co.  E,  Dec.  22,  '63. 

Captain  ;  mustered  out  June  13,  '65. 

Died  Oct  13,  '62. 

Frenchman;  deserted  Oct.  1,  '62. 

Killed  at  Savage  Station,  June  29,  '62. 

Trans,  to  Invalid  Corps  July  1,  '63. 

Pro.  Serg't ;  trans,  to  Invalid  Corps. 

Drowned  in  James  River  May  16,  '64. 

Discharged  Oct.  8,  '62. 

Discharged  Aug.  11,  '63. 

Re- enlisted  Feb.  20,  '64. 

Re-enlisted  Feb.  17,  '64. 

Discharged  Nov.  8,  '62. 

Discharged  Dec.  26,  '62. 

Discharged  May  20,  '62. 

Musician  ;  re-enlisted  Feb.  15,  '64. 

Discharged  Dec.  7,  '62. 

Killed  a't  Savaoe  Station  June  29,  '62. 

Re-enlisted  Dec.  26,  '63. 

Died  April  18,  '62. 


Discharged  March  26,  '63. 
1st  Lieut.;  died  June  29,  '64,  of  wounds 
rec.  in  action  June  28,  '64. 
Aug.  31,  '61.  Pro.  C>rp.,  afterwards  Capt.  in  Col.  Reg. 
Aug.  17,  '63.  Died  July  13,  '64. 
Aug.  14,  '62.  Promoted  Corp. 
May  3,  Mustered  out  June  29,  '64. 

Dec.  13,  '61.  "         Aug.  30,  '64. 

Re-enlisted  Feb.  16,  '64. 
June  12,  '62.  Diedia  Andersouville,  Ga.,  July  11,  '61. 


Jan.  20,  '62.  Captured  Feb.  9,  '64. 
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y.imrs. 

Darling,  Joseph  W. 
O  <»,  Edward  B. 
H  *mer,  William  0. 
Hoyt,  George  H. 
Iv  s,  Franklin 
Parker,  Lucian  B.  Jr 
Proctor,  Adrian  C. 
Proctor,  William 
2?  iorman,  Edwin  M. 
Sherman,  Minor  B. 
Shippeji  Azro  A. 
Smith,  William  H. 


Aidrich,  George  F. 
Brecette.  Peter  L. 
Cavanaugh,  Martin  D. 
Dawson,  Lovell  A. 
Kelley,  Patrick 
Laundrv,  Frank 
Marsh,  Daniel  P. 
Marlow,  Lewis 
Moore,  Andrew  J. 
Round,  William 
Shippey,  Franklin  A. 
Starks,  John  J. 
Ward  well,  Myron  H. 
Whitlock,  Franklin  A. 


Crother3,  John 
Currin,  Robert 
Daniels,  William  J. 
Dyer,  William 
Plumley,  Jesse 
Porter,  Anthony 
Powers,  William  D. 


Credited  under  call  of  Oct.  17,  1303,  and  subsequent  calls  for  3  years. 

nt.  Remarks. 

Wounded  May  1,  '61. 


Age. 

Reg. 

Co. 

Date  of  Enliztn 

21 

5 

G 

Jan.  1,  '64. 

24 

9 

3 

Aug.  2,^ 
Jan.  2,  '64. 

18 

11 

G 

21 

9 

D 

Jan.  4,  '64. 

22 

9 

B 

Dec.  24, 

18 

10 

F 

Dec.  1,  '63. 

44 

10 

F 

Dec.  17,  '63. 

18 

10 

F 

Dec.  4,  '63. 

18 

11 

C 

19 

11 

C 

40  2  S.  S. 

E 

Dec.  17,  "63. 

23 

17 

I 

Dec.  5,  '63. 

Prisoner  Feb.  2,  '64. 


Pro.  Corp.;  pro.  Serg't  Sept.  1,  '64. 
Pro.  Corp.;  died  April  16,  '65. 
Died  in  service. 
Pro.  1st  Lieut..  June  20.  '65. 


VOLUNTEERS  FOR  ONE  YEAR. 


21  9 

19  1st  A. 

18  10 

21  9 
38  10 

22  1st  A. 

19  F.Cav 
27 
18 
21 


20 
20 
13 


18 
33 
18 
18 
40 
43 
13 


B  Aug.  23,  '64. 

C.  Dec.  9,  '61. 

F  Feb.  6,  '65. 

K  Aug.  27,  '64. 

K  Aug.  21,  '64. 

C.  Dec.  10,  '61. 

.  I  Jan.  4,  '65. 
Bat.  Aug.  23,  '64. 

I  Feb.  7, 

D  Feb.  13,  '65. 
C 

B  Sept.  1,  '64. 

D  Aug.  2S,  '64. 

C  Feb.  13,  '65. 


"Mustered  out  Aug.  10,  '64. 
Wounded  June  29,  '65. 
Died  Feb.  7,  '65. 

Mustered  out  Aug.  10,  '64. 
"         June  27,  '65. 

July  31,  '65. 
"        July  18,  '65. 


Mustered  out  July  15,  '65. 

July  14,  '65. 
July  22,  '65. 


VOLUNTEERS  RE-ENLI3TED. 

K  Mar.  23,  '64. 

G  Aug.  27,  '61.  Re-enlisted  Dec.  15,  '63 ;  pro.  Corp. 

B  Feb.  23,  '64. 

G  Aug.  22,  '61.  Re-enlisted  Dec.  16,  '63. 

I  Feb.  17,  '64. 

B  Dec.  6,  '61.    Re-enlisted  Feb.  25,  '64. 


I    Feb.  6,  '62.    Musician,  Feb.  15,  '64. 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  NINE  MONTHS. 


Ackley,  Lewis  E. 
Bartholomew,  Andrew  J. 26 


rapo. 


Josiah  W. 


Aug. 
Aug. 


Gee,  Edward  B. 
Grover.  Marshall  W. 
Jackson,  Warren  C. 
Kinsman,  William  W. 
Leach,  Moses  W. 
Moore,  Thomas  A.  E. 
Nelson,  Ed^ar  S. 
Pitts,  George  N.  Jr. 
Ro=s,  Aldis  D. 
Smith,  Elias 
Smith,  Wrilliara  H. 
Wardwell,  Myron  H. 

Furnished  under  draft — Paid  commutation. 
Richard    Butler,    George   W.  Grossman, 
Winslow  S.  Eddy,  Charles  Ewing,  Merritt 
F'.sk,  Edgar  M.  Glynn,   Nathan  B.  Smith, 
Wallace  Smith. 


18 

14 

B 

26 

14 

B 

40 

14 

B 

09 

14 

B 

41 

14 

B 

22 

12 

K 

19 

14 

B 

36 

12 

K 

19 

12 

K 

13 

12 

K 

19 

14 

B 

19 

12 

K 

35 

14 

B 

21 

14 

B 

13 

12 

K 

Aug.  27,  '62. 

Sept.  5,  '62.   Discharged  Feb.  2,  '63. 
Aug.  25,  '62. 
14     B    Sept.  5,  '62.   Discharged  Jan.  31,  '63. 

Aug.  8,  '62.    Pro.  Lieut.  Feb.  14,  '63. 


25,  T>2. 
27.  '62. 


Aug.  2" 


TO  FRANCE. 
bt  n.  B.  8POFFOKD. 
A round  thy  hill*,  0  stricken  France, 
Dark  hangs  the  sulphurous  battle-cloud. 


Aug.  8.  '62. 

14    B    Aug.  27,  '62.  Discharged  Feb.  25,  '63. 
Sergeant. 


In  valley  gleams  the  foeman'a  lance, 
Round  Paris  rolls  his  thunders  loud ! 

0!  where  is  ho  who^e  chain! ess  soul 
All  Europe's  host  undaunted  met, 

When  Danube  hoard  his  drum's  wild  roll 
And  Wagram  dimned  his  bayonet. 

Marengo's  cloak  is  round  him  cast, 
And  Jena's  blade  is  by  his  side; 

But  where  is  now  hiri  trumpet's  bla^t, 
Aud  where  the  soldiors  of  his  pride? 
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They  sleep,  alas  !  by  Nilus  wavo, 

They  slumber  on  the  Danube's  bed  ; 
The  eerth  is  but  a  common  grave 
For  gallant  France's  immortal  dead. 

Arise,  ye  warriors  of  the  past ! 

From  out  your  long  and  dreamless  sleep, 
And  round  your  country's  banner  coat 

Your  shadowy  squadrons  deep. 

Let  him  of  Naples  lead  th'  advance 
With  charging  steed  like  thunder  crash, 

Wh'le  Moskow's  chief  ou  Prussian  lance, 
His  stormy  legions  dash  ! 

High  waving  o'er  the  ranks  of  war 
To  soldier's  eyes  the  guiding  star, 

Arise  and  shine  o'er  all  the  field  afar, 
0,  white  plume  of  Henry  of  Navarre! 

And  once  again  mount  the  war-steed, 

Fair  (Mean's  patriotic  maid, 
Seest  thou  not  thy  country  bleed? 

0,  draw  again  thy  conquering  blade. 

And  thou,  victor  on  Chalon's  field, 
When  dread  Atilla's  mighty  band 

Their  fierce  and  haughty  squadrons  wheeled, 
And  swiftly  fled  the  Frankish  land; 

And  let  Austerlitz's  sun  arise 

In  glory,  and  break  the  war-cloud 

That  long  has  enveloped  the  skies 
And  blackened  France  like  a  ohroud. 

'Tis  vain,  the  leaders  of  the  past 

Will  never  lea  1  your  hosts  again, 
Save  as  spirit,  with  electric  flash, 
May  thrill  the  souls  of  living  men. 
January,  1871. 


DAN  BY. 

BT  J.  C.  WILLUMS,  EDITOR  OF  THE  "  OTTER  CP.SEK  NEWS."' 

Danby  is  situated  in  the  extreme  southern 
part  of  Rutland  County,  lat.  43  deg,  21  min. 
long.  4  deg.  1  min.;  bounded  by  Tinmouth, 
Waliingford,  Mi.  Tabor,  Dorset  and  Fawlet. 
It  contains  24,960  acres,  being  a  little  more 
than  6  miles  square.  The  mountains  upon 
the  south,  running  east  and  west,  form  a 
natural  southern  boundary,  but  with  this  ex- 
ception, it  seems  there  was  no  reference  had 
to  natural  bounds  in  surveying  the  town. 

The  surface  of  the  town  is  greatly  diversi- 
fied by  hills  and  valleys.  Danby  Mountain, 
sometimes  called  "  Spruce,"  runs  north  and 
south  through  the  entire  length  of  the  town, 
and  intersects  at  nearly  right  angles  with 
what  is  familiarly  called  "Dorset  Mountain," 
on  the  south.  Another  range  of  hills  extend 
through  the  eastern  half,  thus  dividing  the 
town  into  three  sections,  designated  as  the 
east,  wesb  and  middle.     The  Green  Moun- 


tains lie  upon  the  east,  west  of  which  is  Otter 
Creek  valley.  A  portion  of  this  valley  is  en- 
closed within  the  limits  of  Danby.  The 
eastern  range  of  hills  terminates  upon  the 
south,  forming  a  pass.  Otter  Creek  fiow3 
through  a  small  portion  of  the  town,  in  the 
north-east. 

The  town  is  well  watered  by  numerous 
streams,  the  two  principal  of  which  are  Mill 
River  and  Flower  Brook.  Mill  River  ia 
formed  by  the  junction  of  a  large  number 
of  small  streams,  one  of  which  rises  in  the 
extreme  south-western  part  of  the  town. 
Mill  River  flows  by  an  easterly  course  through 
the  town,  winding  and  twisting  among  the 
hills,  until  it  empties  into  Otter  Creek,  in  the 
town  of  Mt.  Tabor.  Flower  Brook  rises  in 
the  north-western  part  of  the  town,  flows 
southerly  for  about  one  mile,  then  flows  west- 
erly and  empties  into  Pawlet  River,  in  the 
town  of  Pawlet.  Danby  Pond  is  situated 
near  the  center  of  the  town,  and  its  outlet 
Sows  into  Mill  river. 

Mill  privileges  are  afforded  on  all  these 
streams,  which  the  early  settlers  found  to  be 
of  great  advantage.  No  town  in  the  State  is 
better  watered.  In  every  valley  among  the 
many  hills  of  this  town,  may  be  found  brooks 
and  rivulets,  and  springs  of  unsurpassed 
purity,  one  or  two  of  which  are  said  to  pos- 
sess medical  qualities. 

The  surface  of  the  town  in  its  primitive 
state  was  clothed  with  a  luxuriant  growth 
of  all  the  variety  of  forest  trees  found  in  this 
latitude. 

SETTLEMENT. 

In  1760,  Jonathan  Willard  and  67  others, 
petitioned  to  Benning  Wentworth,  Gov.  of 
New  Hampshire,  for  a  charter  for  two  town- 
ships, each  of  6  miles  square.  Sept.  21,  1760, 
the  petitioners  held  a  meeting  at  the  house 
of  Nathan  Shepard,  in  Nine  Partners,  Dutch- 
ess Co.,  N.  Y.  The  notice  for  this  meeting 
was  signed  by  Samuel  Rose  and  Matthew 
Ford,  two  of  the  petitioners.  At  that  meeting 
Jonathan  Ormsby  was  appointed  clerk  and 
Samuel  Rose,  agent  to  go  to  Albany  and  get 
what  information  he  could,  relative  to  ob- 
taining a  grant  for  the  townships  above  re- 
i  ferred  to,  in  the  western  part  of  the  Province 
of  New  Hampshire.  Capt.  William  Lamsoa 
of  Albany,  had  been  employed  by  the  peti- 
tioners to  procure  this  grant,  the  result  of 
whose  proceedings  Rose  was  to  learn,  and  re- 
jport  at  their  next  meeting.    Eose  was  to 
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h»ve  1- s.  per  day  for  his  services,  and  find! 
himself.     The  following  copy  of  a  receipt^ 
will  show  how  much  money  was  raised  for 
that  purpose  : 

"Nine  Partners,  N.  Y.,  " 
Sept.  24th,  1760. 
Then  received  of  Jonathan  Ormsby,  the  I 
euro  of  Three  pounds  Two  shillings,  toward  j 
defraying  the  charge  of  going  to  Albany,  in 
order  to  get  what  information  1  can  how  far  ;] 
Capt.  William  Lamson  has  proceeded  in  get- 
ting a  grant  for  two  townships  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. I  say,  rec'v'd  by  rne, 

Samuel  Rose." 

The  meeting  was  adjourned  to  Oct.  8,  but 
at  this  adjourned  meeting,  nothing  of  impor- 
tance was  done,  and  Samuel  Rose  did  not 
make  any  report. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  petitioners  was 
held  at  Nine  Partners,  Oct.  15,  1760,  Law- 
rence Willsee,  moderator.  Jonathan  Willard, 
agent  to  go  to  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
and  procure  a  charter.  He  was  to  have  $3 
on  each  right,  with  what  had  been  paid  to 
Capt.  Lamson.  From  an  account  of  money 
received  at  this  meeting,  we  learn  that  £5S, 
6  p.  was  raised,  with  which  Willard  was  to 
proceed  to  New  Hampshire,  and  if  possible 
obtain  a  charter  for  two  townships,  and  make 
report  to  the  petitioners  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable. 

The  charter  for  a  tqwnship  to  be  called  j 
Danby  was  obtained  the  following  year,  and  ;i 
bears  date  Aug.  27,  1761.  The  township  of 
Pawlet  was  granted  to  this  same  Jonathan 
"Willard  and  67  others,  Aug.  26,  1761,  and 
the  township  of  Harwick  (now  Alt.  Tabor,) 
about  the  same  time. 

The  charter  for  the  township  of  Danby,  is 
the  general  form  of  the  New  Hampshire 
Charter. 

The  names  of  the  original  grantees  of  the 
township  are  as  follows  : 

Jonathan  Willard,  Samuel  Rose,  Matthew 
Ford,  Lawrence  Willsee,  Benjamin  Palmer, 
James  Baker,  Jonathan  Ormsby,  Joseph 
Soper,  William  Willard,  Joseph  Marks,  Dan- 
iel Miller,  Daniel  Dunham,  John  Nelson, 
Aaron  Buck,  Asa  Alger,  Joseph  Brown,  John 
Sutherland,  Jr.,  Joseph  Brown,  Jr.,  Thomas 
Brown,  Jeremiah  Palmer,  Benjamin  Ham- 
mond, William  Blunt,  Israel  Weller,  Benja- 
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N^.ah  Pettiborie,  Sai 
r,  David  Weller,  N 
Palmer,  Wil 


John  We 

nolds,  Jonathan  Palmer,  William  T.  Barton, 
Jr.,  John  Parti  Low,  Joseph  Alger,  Hugh  Mall 
Weat  worth,  Sarauol  Alger,  Jonathan  WVller, 
Lucius  Palmer,  Ephrainm  Reynolds,  John 
Downing.  Capt.  John  Cliamberlin,  Moses  Kel- 
logg, Reuben  Kaapp,  David  Wiiloughby, 


Isaac  Finch,  William  Barton,  Gideon  Ormsby, 
John  Willard,  Samuel  Hunt,  Jr.,  F.liakim 
Weller,  INoah  Gillett,  Col.  Ebene/er  Kendall, 
Samuel  Hunt,  Nathan  Weller,  William  Ken- 
nedy, Nathan  Fellows,  Lamson  Sheah,  John 
Edmunds,  Daniel  Ford,  Richard  Joslin,  Wil- 
liam Shaw. 

By  the  Charter  250  acres  were  called  a 
share,  and  the  proprietors  were  to  have  equal 
shares  in  making  divisions.  All  these  right3 
were  fairly  located,  but  the  500  acres  for  the 
Governor,  fell  upon  the  mountain  in  the 
south-western  part  of  the  town,  which  land 
still  bears  the  name  of  "Governor's  Ri^ht." 

The  provisions  of  the  charter  were  all  nul- 
lified by  the  war  which  followed  a  few  years 
after  the  settlement  of  the  town,  but  the 
grantees  retained  their  rights,  although  but 
few  of  them  settled  here.  They  donated  some 
of  the  land  to  actual  settlers. 

As  the  charter  directed,  the  proprietors  of 
the  township  of  Danby,  held  their  first  meet- 
ing at  the  Great  Nine  Partners,  Cromelbow 
Precinct,  Dutchess  Co.,  Sept.  22d,  1761,  Jona- 
than Willard,  moderator,  agreeable  to  the 
charter ;  Jonathan  Ormsby  appointed  pro- 
prietor's clerk.  As  this  was  the  first  meeting 
amder  the  charter,  we  will  give  below  a  copy 
»f  the  doings : 

"  Voted  that  Jonathan  Ormsby  be  Clerk. 
"       "    Samuel  Shepard  be  Constable. 
"      "    Mr.  Aaron  Buck  be  Treasurer. 
'*      "    The  first  division  of  land  be  100 

acres  to  each  right. 
"      "    Mr.  Jonathan  Willard  be  1st 

Committee. 
%"      u    Mr.  Jonathan  Ormsby  be  2d 

Committee 
"      "    Mr.  Samuel  Rose  be  3d  Com. 
"      "    Mr.  Nehimiah  Reynolds  be  4th 
Committee 
"    Mr.  Moses  Kelly  be  5th  Com. 
"      "    Mr. Daniel  Dunh  un  be  6th  Com. 
"      "    Mr.   Stephen   Videto    be  7th 

Committee. 
"  That  tli9  above  committee  set  out  from 
home  the  third  Monday  in  October  next,  in 
order  to  proceed  on  said  busines,  and  make 
division  of  land,  &c. 

Voted  that  the  first  hundred  acre  division 
lots  he  laid  out  and  seized  by  the  surveyor 
and  committee. 

Voted  that  one  dollar  be  paid  by  each, 
proprietor  to  enable  said  committee  to  :  ro- 
ceed  on  their  business  and  make  divisioa. 

The  above  meeting  was  adjourned  until 
Oct  8th,  following,  but  for  some  reason,  was 
adjourned  to  Jan.  12,  1762,  at  the  house  of 
Bo-well  Hopkins,  Esq.,  Nino  Parrn  -r*.  It 
was  then  voted  that  the  proprietors  pay  to 
Jonathan  Willard,  ?2  each,  for  obtaining  the 
grant. 
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The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  by  the 
proprietors,  at  the  house  of  Jonathan  Rey- 
nolds, inn-holder  at  Nine  Partners,  2d  Tues- 
day of  Mar.,  1702.  Samuel  Shepard,  moder- 
ator; Jonathan  Orrnsby  elected  clerk  for  the 
year  ensuing.  The  report  of  the  committee 
showed  that  a  part  of  the  first  division  lots 
had  been  laid  out,  but  the  shares  not  distrib- 
uted. The  number  of  committee  was  reduce  1 
from  seven  to  three  at  this  meeting,  who 
were  to  finish  laying  out  the  lots.  Jonathan 
Orrnsby,  Samuel  Rose  and  Lewis  Barton  were 
chosen  assessors,  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  property.  The  proprietors  had  as  yet 
made  no  attempt  at  settling  the  land,  for  no 
one  knew  where  his  share  was  to  be  located, 
and  would  not  until  after  the  surveys  were 
completed.  The  first  committee  appointed 
had  surveyed  out  the  townships  of  Danby 
and  Harwick,  and  seized  them  by  virtue  of 
the  grant. 

Sometime  in  April  following,  the  proprie- 
tors again  met,  and  voted  to  pay  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  lay  out  the  land,  lis. 
per  day.  This  committee  was  engaged  during 
the  summer  of  1702,  in  making  the  surveys, 
and  Oct.  5th,  following,  another  meeting  was 
held  at  the  Inn  of  Lewis  Delavargu-,  to  hear 
a  report  of  their  proceedings.  This  report 
showed  that  the  work  was  not  wholly  com- 
pleted, and  would  have  to  be  delayed  until 
another  spring. 

Meetings  continued  to  be  held  at  the  house 
of  Jonathan  Reynolds,  and  others  at  Nine 
Partners,  until  the  spring  of  1763,  when  we 
find  Apr.  12,  the  proprietors  met  and  ap- 
pointed a  new  committee,  consis-ting  of  Dari- 
us Lobdell,  Aaron  Buck,  Jonathan  Palmer 
and  Zephaniah  Buck,  who  were  instructed  to 
proceed  at  once  and  finish  laying  out  the  land. 

The  surveys  in  the  first  division  were  com- 
pleted during  the  summer  of  1703,  and  each 
one  numbered,  being  according  to  the  char- 
ter 63  shares,  which  the  proprietors  had  vot- 
ed to  be  100  acres  each,  in  the  first  division. 
The  6S  town-lots,  of  the  concents  of  one 
acre  each  for  a  "town-plot"  had  also  been 
laid  out  and  numberel.  We  have  been  una- 
ble to  learn  the  exact  locality  of  these  "  town 
lots,"  as  the  book  containing  a  record  of  them 
was  burned.  B  it  as  near  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained they  were  located  east  of  Danby  Four 
Corners,  on  the  farms  now  owned  by  J.  E 
Nichols  and  Howard  Dillingham.  According 
to  the  charter,  the  lots  were  to  be  laid  out 


as  near  the  centre  of  the  township  as  pos- 
sible. 

The  proprietors  met  at  the  housi  of  Cant. 
Michael  Hopkins,  in  Armenia  Precinct,  Duell- 
er Co.,  Sept.  5, 1703,  for  the  purpose  of  locat- 
ing or  distributing  their  lots,  by  placing  the 
numbers  in  a  hat  or  box,  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, and  then  drawing.  Abraham  Finch  and 
Daniel  Shepard  were  appointed  to  draw  for 
each  proprietor's  lot.  The  draught  as  drawn 
by  Finch  and  Shepard  is  exactly  the  same  as 
enterel  in  the  Proprietor's  book  of  records 
of  land  for  the  township  of  Danby.  Thom- 
as Rowley  was  surveyor  in  the  first  division, 
who  had  been  employed  by  the  committee 
for  that  purpose.  Each  proprietor  was  to 
pay  his  share  of  the  cost  of  surveying,  or 
forfeit  his  right. 

In  the  fall  of  1763,  or  spring  of  '64,  a  road 
was  laid  out  horn  Bennington  to  Danby  by 
Darius  Lobdel  and  Samuel  Rose,  and  the  fol- 
lowing summer  was  worked  some.  Those  who 
worked  upon  this  road  were  to  receive  their 
pay  in  land.  It  was  cut  for  a  bridle-path 
merely,  and  is  the  same  route  now  used  for 
a  highway,  leading  from  Danby  to  West  Dor- 
set across  the  mountain.  This  was  the  only 
road  leading  to  the  township  for  -ome  time, 
and  accounts  for  that  part  of  the  town  being 
settled  first.  This  road  was  also  used  by 
the  early  settlers  in  going  to  and  from  Ben- 
nington, which  was  then  the  nearest  market, 
and  to  Manchester,  the  nearest  place  to  mil!. 

The  annual  meeting,  2d  Tuesday  of  Mar., 
173-i,  was  held  in  Armenia  Precinct;  the 
following  officers  elected:  Samuel  Rose, 
moderator;  Jonathan  Orrnsby,  clerk  ;  Joseph 
Haskins,  treasurer;  Njheaiiah  Reynol  Is  and 
Samuel  Rose,  assessors ;  Joseph  Soper,  con- 
stable No  business  of  importance  was 
transacted  at  this  meeting  with  the  exception 
of  settling  up  the  affairs  of  the  property. 
The  proprietors  agreed  to  donate  laud  from 
the  undivided  portion  of  the  township,  to 
the  person  or  persons  who  would  make  the 
first  settlement.  As  yet  no  clearing  had 
been  made,  and  no  attempts  were  made  at 
settling  until  the  following  year. 

The  oldest  deed  on  record  in  this  town, 
bears  date  Feb.  21,  1700,  given  by  John 
Howard  to  Benjamin  Corey,  viz. 

"To  all  people  to  whom  Uiese  Presents 
shall  come  Greeting:  Know  ye  that  I  John 
Howard  of  Armenia  Precinct,  in  Duchess 
County,  and  province  of  N.  Y.,  for  an  1  in 
consideration  of  the  turn  of  Twenty  Pounds 
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Current  money  of  New  York,  to  me  in  hand 
before  the  ensealing  and  Delivery  of  thc^e 
Tre-ents,  well  and  truly  paid  to  my  full  satis- 
fy ::ion  By  Benjamin  Corey  of  Armenia  Pre- 
cinct aforesdd,  have  therefore  Bargained, 
sold,  set  over,  given,  granted,  alienated,  en- 
feoffed, conveyed  and  confirmed,  and  by 
these  Presents,  Do  Bargain,  sell,  set  over, 
give,  grant,  alien,  enfeoff,  convey  and  con- 
firm and  forever  Quit  Claim  unto  the  said 
Benjamin  Corey,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
mv  Bight,  Title,  Interest,  claim  and  profit 
that  I  have  in  two  Townships,  Lately  grant- 
ed to  a  Number  of  Petitioners  by  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  of  the  Province  of  N.  H., 
the  one  named  Danby  and  the  other  Harwick, 
in  said  Province  of  N.  H.,  and  Lying  on 
Utter  Creek  (that  is  to  sav)  one  equal  sixty- 
eighth  Part  of  each  of  the  said  Townships, 
which  are  each  six  miles  square,  the  Part  in 
each  township  hereby  Intended  to  be  grant- 
ed, is  one  whole  share  or  Right  amongst  the 
first  Proprietors  of  said  Township. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Two  Rights 
or  Shares  in  said  Townships,  with  all  the 
Privileges,  commodities  and  Appurtenan- 
cies  to  the  same  belonging  or  in  anywise 
Appurtaining  unto  him  the  said  Benjamin 
Corey,  his  Heirs,  Executors  and  Administra- 
tors and  Assigns  forever,  as  a  good  Indefeasible 
Estate  in  Fee-imple,  and  that  the  snme  is 
free  from  all  incumbrances  whatsoever,  and 
that  I  the  said  John  Howard  have  in  my- 
self good  Bight  and  full  power  and  Lawful 
Authority  to  sell  and  Dispose  of  the  same  in 
manner  and  form  as  above  written.  Fur- 
thermore I  the  said  John  Howard  Do  hereby 
covenant  and  grant  to  and  with  him  the  said 
Benj.  Corey  his  Heirs.  Executors,  Adms.  and 
assigns,  shall  and  will  forever  warrant  and 
Defend  by  these  Presents  from  the  Lawful 
claims  and  Demands  of  any  Person  or  Per- 
sons whatsoever. 

In  witness  Whereof,  I  the  said  John  How- 
ard have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this 
twenty-first  Day  of  Feb.,  Anno  Domini,  One 
thousand  seven  Hundred,  sixty-three,  and  in 
the  third  year  of  his  Majesty's  Beign. 

John*  Howard  [seal.] 

Signed,  Sealed  and  delivered  In  presence 

Of  U3 

Koswell  Hopkins, 
Joshua  Dickenson. 
Dutchess  Conntv,  s.s.  )■    Be  it  remembered 
that  on  the  21  Feb.,  1763,  Then  came  John 
Howard  Personally  who  was  the  signer  and 
sealer  and  granter  of  the  within  Deed  of 
sale,  Before  me  Boswell  Hopkins  one  of  his 
Majesty's    Justice  of    the    Peace   for  said 
County,  Assyned  and  acknowledged  the  same 
to  be  his  free  and  voluntary  act  and  deed 
and  I  having  perused  the  same  and  find  no 
material   Rasures  or  Interiinations,  allows  j 
the  same  to  be  put  on  Record  in  one  or  bub 
of  Town  Books  of  Records  for  the  town  of 
Danby  and  Harwich. 

Koswell  Hopkins, 
Justice  of  the  liacc." 


The  next  oldest  deed  bears  record  May  29 
1764.  The  original  right  (100  acres)  of  Jo- 
seph Algur,  deeded  by  his  son  to  Jeremiah 
French. 

In  the  summer  of  1765,  the  first  settlement 
of  Danby  took  place.  The  pioneer  settlers 
were  Joseph  Soper,  Joseph  Earl,  Crispin  Bull, 
Luther  Colvin  and  Micah  Vail.  It  is  quite 
certain  no  clearing  had  been  made  previous 
to  that  time. 

Joseph  Soper,  who  had  previously  visited 
the  town  with  a  view  to  settlement,  came 
first,  with  his  family,  from  Nine  Partners,  N. 
Y.,  and  pitched  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
James  Stone.  He  found  his  way  here  by 
marked  trees,  bringing  his  effects  upon  the 
back  of  his  horse.  He  soon  made  a  clearing 
and  built  a  log  cabin,  just  south  of  where  the 
woolen  factory  was  built.  It  is  now  over  a 
century  since  that  log  cabin  was  built.  It 
stood  there  as  we  are  told,  until  about  the 
year  1S00,  and  although  every  trace  has  dis- 
appeared, yet  the  spot  where  the  first  house 
stood,  is  still  looked  upon  with  much  interest. 

Joseph  Earl  came  next  from  Nine  Part- 
ners, and  commenced  a  clearing  west  of 
Soper,  near  the  present  residence  of  Johu 
Hilliard.  As  near  as  can  be  learned,  Earl 
did  not  locate  permanently  until  the  follow- 
ing year,  when  he  erected  a  log  cabin,  and 
was  joined  by  his  family. 

Crispin  Bull  settled  on  the  farm  formerly 
owned  by  Alphonso  Hilliard.  He  after- 
wards made  the  first  clearing  in  the  east  part 
of  the  town,  and  built  a  cabin  just  south  of 
where  the  school-house  stands.  Luther  Col- 
vin and  Micah  Vail  both  came  about  the 
same  time  from  Rhode  Island.  Colvin  pitched 
on  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  L.  R. 
Fisk,  and  Vail  first  settled  on  the  farm 
owned  by  A.  B.  Herrick,  south  of  the  Cor- 
ners. The  cabins  of  these  first  settlers  were 
somewhat  rude  in  appearance,  logs  hewn 
only  on  the  inside,  and  pointed  with  mud, 
roofed  with  bark,  having  but  one  door  and 
window,  and  enclosing  only  a  single  room  ; 
boards  for  the  floor  hewn  from  loss. 

These  five  families  constituted  the  entire 
population  in  the  spring  of  1766.  Those 
men  had  brought  their  families  and  effects 
with  them,  together  with  horses  and  oxen. 
They  did  not  settle  very  neir  each  other,  but 
upon  the  undivided  portion  of  the  township, 
of  which  a  certain  number  of  acres  were  do- 
nated to  them  as  first  settlers.     It  is  due  to 
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those  and  other  pioneers  of  this  town,  to  say 
that  they  were  equal  to  the  ta-k  before  them; 
being  energetic  men,  of  athletic  frames  and 
ragged  constitutions,  they  faced  the  dangers 
and  hardships  of  a  settlement  in  the  wilder- 
ness, and  gained  for  themselves  a  home.  If 
it  were  possible,  we  would  give  a  complete 
history  of  the  pioneers  separately,  but  we  are 
unable  to  learn  at  the  present  time  much 
concerning  them.  We  shall,  however,  relate 
all  that  has  been  learned  of  them. 

Soper,  Joseph — see  biography. 

Joseph  Earl,  Crispin  Bull,  Luther  Colvin 
and  Micah  Vail  were  all  active  and  useful 
men. 

There  is  no  record  of  any  meeting  being 
held  by  the  proprietors  in  1765,  and,  if  any 
was  held  the  record  is  lost.  The  next  meet- 
ing of  the  proprietors  of  which  we  have  any 
account,  was  held  at  the  house  of  Enos  North- 
rup,  in  Charlotte  Precinct,  Feb.  27,  1766. 
The  territory  in  this  State  west  of  Green 
Mountains,  was  then  included  in  this  pre- 
cinct, and  a  county  by  the  name  of  Charlotte 
was  constituted  in  1772,  by  the  government 
of  N.  Y.,  which  then  claimed  jurisdiction 
over  the  New  Hampshire  Grants.  The 
northern  boundery  of  Arlington  and  Sunder- 
land was  the  southern  boundery  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Charlotte.  The  house  of  Enos  North- 
rup  was  situated  in  the  southern  part  of  that 
county,  or  in  the  northern  part  of  what  is 
now  Bennington  County. 

Capt.  Michael  Haskins  was  moderator  of 
that  meeting,  and  it  was  voted  that  60  acres 
in  a  square  form,  of  the  undivided  land  at  the 
"mill  place"  be  given  to  the  person  or  per- 
sons, who  would  erect  a  grist  and  saw-mill 
there.  Thi3  "mill-place"  refers  to  the 
same  spot  where  the  first  mill  was  afterwards 
built,  on  the  west  side  of  the  stream,  opposite 
the  mill  now  owned  by  Nelson  Kelly.  No 
one  availed  themselves  of  this  offer  until  a 
number  of  years  afterwards. 

The  annual  meeting  of  1766,  was  held  in 
Armenia  Precinct,  Mar.  27 — Samuel  Rose, 
moderator.  The  doings  of  this  meeting  are 
not  of  much  importance.  It  was  voted  not 
to  make  another  division  of  land  at  present, 
and  sufficient  land  was  to  be  loft  for  a  road 
between  the  township  of  Danby  and  Ilar- 
wick.  It  was  also  voted  to  give  Samuel  Rose 
all  the  land  between  No.  65  and  the  Harwick 
line,  for  bis  past  services,  which  included 
nearly  one  whole  sharo  of  100  acres. 


Among  the  settlers  who  came  in  the  spring 
of  1767,  were  Timothy  Bull,  Stephen  Calkinu, 
Selh  Cook,  Nathan  Weller  and  Peter  Irish, 
each  of  whom  erected  a  log-cabin,  and  com- 
menced felling  the  forest.  They  brought 
their  families  with  them,  together  with  cattle 
and  swine.  Timothy  Bull  settled  near  his 
son  Crispin,  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 
Calkins  settled  where  William  Herrick  now 
lives,  and  afterwards  built  a  grist  and  saw- 
mill where  Nelson  Kelly  now  lives.  Cook 
settled  south  of  the  Corners,  on  what  has  % 
since  been  known  as  the  "Cook  farm." 
Weller  located  himself  a  little  north  of  the 
residence  of  William  Otis,  since  known  as  the 
"  Weller  farm."  Peter  Irish  pitched  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  Nelson  Colvin.  These 
settlers  by  most  dilligent  toil,  in  which  all 
the  members  of  the  families  bore  their  part, 
soon  had  sufficient  clearing  to  raise  grain 
and  potatoes  enough  to  keep  them  from  fear 
of  actual  want.  As  not  much  hay  was  rais- 
ed for  several  years,  it  was  rather  difficult  to 
provide  for  the  cow3  during  the  winter.  But 
with  a  scanty  supply  of  hay,  and  the  help  of 
browse  which  was  plenty,  they  were  comfort- 
ably wintered. 

The  proprietors  held  two  meetings  in  1763, 
one  Mar.  8th,  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Smith, 
and  the  other  Apr.  1st,  at  the  house  of  Joseph 
Mabbits,  in  Armenia  Precinct.  Samuel  Rose, 
moderator.  After  this,  meetings  were  held 
ia  the  township,  which  was  being  settled 
quite  rapidly.  Settlements  now  began  to  be 
made  in  the  north  and  west  part  of  the  town, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1763,  several  had  located 
themselves  along  Otter  Creek.  There  were 
quite  a  number  came  to  settle  during  1768, 
among  whom  were  Thomas  Rowley,  John 
Stafford,  Jesse  Irish,  Daniel  Vanolendo, 
Nathaniel  Fisk  and  Joseph  Sprague.  There 
were  at  that  time  some  20  families  in  town 
— population  about  60. 

In  the  divisions  of  land,  there  seems  to 
have  been  a  regular  system  of  surveys.  Some 
of  the  settlers  had  located  upon  the  undi- 
vided land,  while  others  settled  upon  the 
rights  purchased  of  the  proprietors.  Tho 
circumstances  attending  the  proprietorship 
of  tho  town,  had  given  rise  to  a  class  called 
"land  jobbers,"  and  speculator?,  who  now 
began  to  purchase  the  land  of  the  original 
grantees,  and  in  many  cases  paid  but  a  nom- 
inal sum.  Actual  settlers  were  often  obliged 
t:>  pay  those  speculators  a  heavy  price,  which 
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for  a  time  some  hindrance  to  the  settle- 
ment of  the  town.  The  price  was  known  to 
range  as  high  as  $  15  or  $  20  per  acre.  This 
state  of  affairs,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
troubles  with  New  York,  rendered  the  prog- 
ress of  settlement  slow  for  a  number  of  years. 

At  this  period,  the  troubles  between  New 
Hampshire  and  New  York,  were  beginning 
to  be  embarrassing  to  the  settlers. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The  first  annual  town  meeting  was  held 
Mar.  14,  1769,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Timothy 
Bull,  who  then  lived  near  the  present  resi- 
dence of  Ezra  Harrington, — Timothy  Bull, 
moderator,  Thomas  Rowley,  town  clerk: 
Stephen  Calkins,  Seth  Cook  and  Crispin  Bull, 
selectmen;  Daniel  Vanolendo,  constable; 
Nachan  Weller,  treasurer ;  Peter  Irish,  col- 
lector ;  John  Stafford,  surveyor;  Joseph 
Earl,  Stephen  Calkins  and  Seth  Cook,  com- 
mittee to  lay  out  highways. 

A  town  meeting  wa3  held  Sept.  29,  1769, 
to  see  where  it  was  best  to  lay  out  highways 
Voted  to  lay  out  5  roads.  The  first  as  mark- 
ed from  the  notch  in  the  mountain  to  Joseph 
Earl's  which  was  the  first  road  built  in  town; 
thence  to  be  laid  to  Micah  Yail's  ;  a  road 
also  to  run  from  Micah  Yail's  house  north, 
and  one  to  run  east.  Another  was  laid  out 
from  the  house  of  Jesse  Irish  to  the  house  of 
Nathaniel  Fisk.  Irish  then  lived  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  town  and  Fisk  in  the 
eastern. 

In  1769,  the  proprietors  made  a  2d  00-acre 
division  of  land,  laid  out  by  Thomas  Rowley. 
Stephen  Calkin  and  Crispin  Bull,  appointed 
a  committee  a  committee  for  that  purpose. — 
Two  lots  were  laid  out  and  dispose  1  of,  to 
pay  the  expense  of  making  this  division. 
Another  lot  of  60  acres  was  disposed  of  for 
building  and  mending  roads.  Stephen  Cal 
kins  was  appointed  a  committee  to  tace 
charge  of  the  proceeds,  after  disposing  of  the 
land,  and  use  them  to  the  best  advantage  for 
that  purpose. 

The  annual  town  meeting,  1770,  was  held 
at  the  house  of  Timothy  Bull,  moderator  ; 
Crispin  Bull  and  Seth  Cook  elected  highway 
surveyors.  The  proprietors  made  a  3d  divi- 
sion of  land  this  year,  by  their  eonajaittee, 
Jesse  Irish,  Micah  Vail  and  Thomas  Rowley, 
of  o0  acres  to  each  right.  This  division  was 
made  by  pitches,  and  the  lots  laid  out  adjoin- 
ing in  regular  form.    The  proprietors  then  j 


drew  lots  for  the  day  when  each  should  make 
his  pitch,  which  took  place  Oct.  3d. 

The  town  meetings  continued  to  be  held  at 
the  house  of  Timothy  Bull  until  1773,  when 
they  were  held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  William- 
son Bull.  We  have  no  means  of  knowing 
what  the  population  of  the  town  was  at  that 
time,  as  there  was  no  regular  census  made 
until  1791.  But  it  is  very  evident  that  not- 
withstanding all  the  hinderances,  the  town 
was  being  settled  with  great  rapidity.  The 
troubles  with  New  York  were  now  at  their 
height,  and  the  people  here  as  well  as  else- 
where on  the  "grants,"  vied  with  each  other 
in  resisting  the  unjust  measures  which  were 
being  imposed.  The  settlers  were  banded 
together,  and  under  the  leadership  of  Ethan 
Allen  promptly  met  every  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  colony  of  New  York  to  extend  her 
rule  over  them,  and  to  gain  a  foothold  on 
their  soil. 

The  annual  meeting  1773,  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Williamson  Bull — Micah  Vail, 
moderator.  Town  meetings  were  afterwards 
held  at  the  house  of  Micah  Vail.  That  part 
of  the  town,  at  that  time  being  most  thickly 
settled.  Roads  were  increasing,  so  that  in 
1773,  it  required  three  surveyors,  Stephen 
Calkins,  Ephraim  Seley  an  1  Phillip  Grirhth. 
The  surveyors  in  1772,  were  Joseph  Sprague, 
Abel  Haskins  and  Micah  Bull. 

Calkins  was  surveyor  on  the  ^orth  roads 
from  T.nmouth,  Seley  on  roads  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town,  and  Griffith  on  the  road3 
upon  the  east  side.  Hogs  were  not  allowed 
to  run  without  being  yoked.  Joseph  Soule 
was  elected  town  clerk  in  1773,  in  place  of 
Thomas  Rowley,  who  had  been  town  clerk, 
since  the  town  was  organized.  Ephraini 
Seley  and  Micah  Vail  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  receive  the  town's  books  and  de- 
liver them  to  the  new  clerk. 

The  annual  meeting  1771,  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Micah  Vail,  moderator.  There  were 
three  assessors  chosen  this  year,  for  the  hrst 
time ;  William  Gaga,  Ephraim  Seley  and 
William  Bromley 

Ephraim  Mallory  was  moderator  of  the  an- 
nual meeting  1775,  and  four  highway  survey- 
ors were  elected,  viz.  Abraham  Chase,  Wil- 
liam Gage,  Siephen  Rogers  and  Clark  Ar- 
nold; assessors,  William  Bromley,  William 
Gag^  and  Stephen  Calkins. 

The  people  of  the  diii'erent  towns  were 
holding  meetings  and  conventions,  in  refer- 
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ence  to  the  general  safety  of  the  inhabitants 
on  the  grants.  A  meeting  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Micah  Vail,  Jan.  30th,  to  appoint 
delegates,  to  attend  a  general  meeting  of  del- 
egates from  the  different  towns,  to  be  held  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Martin  Powell  in  Manches- 
ter, Jan.  31st.  Joseph  Soule  was  modertor 
of  this  meeting,  and  Micah  Vail,  Ephraim 
Seley  and  Joseph  Soule  appointed  delegates. 

The  difficulty  with  New  York  involved 
their  dearest  rights,  and  raised  their  indigna- 
tion to  the  highest  pitch,  and  was  just  on  the 
point  of  breaking  out  into  open  hostility 
when  the  new?  of  the  battle  of  Lexington 
reached  the  settlers.  It  found  them  in  readi- 
ness at  a  minute's  warning,  to  defend  their 
homes.  The  settlers  of  the  town  were  united, 
a3  they  had  hitherto  been,  against  their  com- 
mon enemy. 

The  proprietors  held  a  meeting  in  April, 
177G,  at  the  house  of  William  Bromley, 
Ephraim  Seley,  moderator,  and  voted  a  4th 
division  of  50  acres  to  each  right,  by  "  pitch- 
es," the  same  as  in  the  3d  ;  committee  to  lay 
out  the  land,  William  Bromley,  Wing  Rog- 
ers, Ephraim  Seley,  John  Wood  and  William 
Gage,  and  to  commence  the  1st  of  May  fol- 
lowing; William  Bromley  appointed  propri- 
etor's clerk. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  1776,  Mr.  William 
Bromley  was  elected  town  clerk,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  five  to  grant  warrants  t^  surveyors, 
and  see  if  the  roads  were  properly  worked. 
The  warrants  empowered  surveyors  to  dis- 
train the  goods  and  chattels  of  all  delin- 
quents and  dispose  of  them  by  public  auc- 
tion, and  appropriate  the  proceeds  for  the 
use  of  highways.  The  three  assessors  for 
that  year  were  Joseph  Sprague,  Seth  Cook 
and  Abraham  Chase. 

May  4,  1776,  a  meeting  at  the  house  of 
Micah  Vail,  to  appoint  a  committee  of  safetv. 
David  Irish,  moderator;  Micah  Vail,  Wil- 
liam Gage  and  David  Irish,  appointed  a  com- 
mittee of  safety  for  the  town,  during  the 
then  present  Continental  Congress;  a  com- 
mittee of  five  also  appointed,  to  take  charge 
of  the  public  rights  as  granted  by  the  char- 
ter, viz.  Joseph  Soule,  Joseph  Sprague, 
Philip  Griffith,  Micah  Vail  and  Abraham 
Chase.  A  road  was  laid  out  that  year  from 
Ephraim  Seiey's  to  Moses  Vail's  and  the 
Otter  Creek  road,  making  some  10  or  12 
roads  in  town  at  that  time;  ail  laid  4  rods 
wide. 


In  the  convention  which  met  at  the  house 
of  Cephas  Kent,  in  Dorset,  Sept.  2-3,  177.\ 
Danby  was  represented  by  Micah  Vail  and 
William  Gage. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  paper,  now 
in  my  hands,  which  was  presents!  to  Capr. 
Micah  Vail,  in  1774,  by  E:han  Alien. 

41  REMARKS,  &C,  ON  SOME  LATE  LAWS  PASSED 
IN  NEW  YORK. 

His  excellency  Governor  Tryon,  in  con- 
formity to  the  addresses  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  bar- 
ing on  the  9th  day  of  Mar.,  1774  with  the 
Advice  of  his  Council,  issued  his  Proclama- 
tion, offering  therein  large  Sums  of  Money 
for  the  purpose  of  apprehending  and  impris- 
oning the  following  Persons,  viz.:.  Ethan 
Alien,  Seth  Warner,  Remember  Baker.  Rob- 
ert Cochran,  Peleg  Sunderland,  Siivanuj 
Brown,  James  Breakennd^e,  an  I  John  Smith. 

And  whereas  his  Excellency  the  Governor, 
by  the  same  Proclamation,  hath  strictlv  -re- 
joined and  commanded  all  Magistrates,  .Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace,  Sheriffs,  and  other  nvil 
Officers  of  the  Counties  of  Albany  and  Char- 
lotte, to  be  active  and  vigilant  in  appre- 
hending and  imprisoning  the  Persons  a  :  re 
named,  and  we  the  aforesaid  Persons,  wncse 
Names  are  hereunto  affixt,  being  con-::o  3 
that  our  Cause  is  good  and  equitable,  in  :he 
Sight  of  God,  and  all  unprejudiced  and  hon- 
est Men,  are  determined  at  all  Events,  :o 
maintain  and  defend  the  same,  'till  his  Maj- 
esty's Pleasure  shall  be  known,  concerning 
the  Validity  of  the  New  Hampshire  Grants" 
And  we  now  proclaim  to  the  Public,  not  only 
for  ourselves,  but  for  the  New  Hampshire 
Grantees  and  Occupants  in  general ;  that  rha 
Spring  and  moving  Cause  of  our  Opposition 
to  the  Government  of  New  York,  was  self- 
preservation,  v;z.  Firstly,  the  Preservation 
and  maintaining  of  our  property:  And 
secondly,  Since  that  Government  is  so  in- 
censed against  us,  therefore  if  stands  us  in 
hand  to  defend  our  lives;  for  it  appears  by  a 
late  set  of  Laws  passed  by  the  Legislature 
thereof,  that  the  lives,  and  property  of  the 
New  Hempshire  Settlers  are  manifestly  struck 
at;  but  that  the  Publick  may  rightly  under- 
stand the  Essence  of  the  Controversy ;  wa 
now  proclaim'  to  those  Lawgiver-;,  and  to  the 
World,  that  if  the  New  York  Patentees  will 
remove  their  Patents  that  have  been  sal  se- 
nuently  lapped  and  laid  on  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Charters,  and  quiet  us  in  our  Posses- 
sions, agreeable  to  his  Majesty's  Directions, 
and  suspend  those  criminal  Prosecutions 
■  against  us,  for  bein^  Rioters  {as  we  are  un- 
justly denominated)  then  will  our  Settlers  be 
orderly  and  submissive  Subjects  to  Govern- 
ment- but  bo  it  known  to  that  despotic 
Fraternity  of  Law-Makers,  and  Law-Break- 
ers,  that  we  will  not  be  foolM  or  tri^htenei 
out  of  our  property ;  they  have  broke  over 
his  Majesty's  express  Prohibitions,  in  patent- 
ing those  Lauds,  and  when  they  act  in  Con- 
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formity  to  the  regal  Authority  of  Great 
Britain,  it  will  be  soon  enough  for  us  to  obey 
them.  It  is  well  known  by  all  wise  and 
sensible  Persons  in  the  neighbouring  Govern- 
ments, (that  have  animadverted  on  the  Con- 
troversy) that  their  pretended  Zeal  for  good 
order  and  Government,  is  falicious,  and  that 
thev  aim  at  the  Lands  and  Labours  of  the 
Grantees  and  Settlers  aforesaid ;  and  that 
thev  subvert  the  good  and  wholesome  Laws 
of  the  Eealm,  to  corroberate  with,  and  bring 
about  their  vile  and  mereinary  purposes. 

And  in  as  much  as  the  Malignity  of  their 
Disposition  towards  us,  hath  named  to  an 
immeasurable  and  murtherous  Degree,  they 
have  in  their  new-fangled  Laws,  calculated 
for  the  Meridian  or  the  New-Hampshire 
Grants,  passed  the  9th  of  March,  1774,  so 
calculated  them,  as  to  correspond  with  the 
Depruvedness  of  their  Minds  and  Morals,  in 
them  Laws  they  have  exhibited  their  genuine 
Pictures.  The  Emblems  of  their  insatiable 
avaricious,  overbearing,  inhuman,  barbarous, 
and  blood-guiltiness  of  Disposition  and  In- 
tentions is  therein  portraited  in  that  trans- 
parent Image  of  themselves,  which  cannot 
fail  to  be  a  Blot,  and  an  infamous  Reproach 
to  them  and  their  Posterity — We  cannot 
suppose,  that  every  of  his  Majesty's  Council, 
or  that  all  the  Members  of  the  General  As- 
sembly were  concerned  and  active  in  passing 
60  bloody  and  unconstitutional  Set  of  Laws : 
undoubtedly  many  of  them  disapproved 
thereof ;  and  it  is  altogether  po.-sible,  that 
many  that  were  active  in  making  the  Laws, 
were  imposed  upon  by  false  Representations, 
and  acted  under  mistaken  Views  of  doing 
Honor  to  Government;  but  be  this  as  it  will, 
it  appears  that  there  was  a  Majority.  And 
it  has  been  too  much  the  Case  with  that 
Government,  for  a  Number  of  designing 
Schemers  and  Land-Jockeys,  to  rule  the 
same.  Let  us  take  a  View  of  their  former 
narrow  and  circumscribed  Boundaries,  and 
how  that  by  Legerdemain,  Bribery,  and  De- 
ceptions of  one  Sort  or  other,  they  have  ex- 
tended their  Domain  far  ami  wide;  they 
have  rangled  with,  and  encroached  on  ail 
their  neighboring  Governments  ;  they  have 
used  all  Manner  of  Deceit  and  Fraud  to 
accomplish  their  Designs:  their  Tenants 
groan  under  their  Usery  and  Oppression  ; 
and  they  have  gained,  as  well  as  merited, 
the  Disapprobation  and  Abhorrence  of  their 
neighbors;  and  the  innocent  Blood  which 
they  have  already  shed,  call  for  Heaven's 
Vengeance  on  their  guilty  Heads;  and  if 
they  should  come  forth  in  Arms  against  us. 
thousands  of  their  injured  and  dissatisfied 
Neighbors  in  the  several  Governments,  will 
join  with  us,  to  cut  on,  and  extirpate  such 
an  execrable  Race  from  the  Face  of  the 
Earth. 

This  piece  is  not  supposed  to  contain  a  full 
Answer  to  the  new  constructed  S--t  of  Laws 
aforesaid,  for  such  a  large  Two- Year  old, 
hath  never  been  seen  in  America,  it  being  of 
an  enormous  and  monstrous  Birth  ;  nor  is  it 
supposed  to  give  the  Legislators  their  full 


Characters;  But  so  much  and  a  lit*  e  cq  >ra 
may  suffice  for  the  Present.  To  qa  >ie  the 
Laws,  and  make  Remarks  thereon,  would  be 
Matter  sufficient  for  a  Volume:  However, 
we  will  make  a  few  short  Remarks  ther=on. 

I.  Negati vely,  it  is  not  a  Law  tor  the 
Province  of  New-York  in  general,  but 

II.  Positively,  it  is  a  Law  but  tor  ?  irt 
of  the  Counties  of  Albany  and  Charlottee, 
viz.  such  Part3  thereof  as  are  covered  with 
New-Hampshire  Charters,  and  it  is  well 
known  those  Grants  compose  but  a  minor 
Part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Province; 

I  and  we  have  no  representative  in  that  As- 
sembly. The  first  Knowledge  we  had  of 
said  Laws  was  the  Completion  of  then, 
which  informed  us,  that  if  we  assembled, 
three  or  more  of  us  together  to  oppose  that 
which  they  call  legal  Authority,  we  shall  be 
adjudged  Felons;  and  suffer  the  Pains  o: 
Death  ;  and  that  same  Fraternity  o:  Plotters 
knew,  as  well  as  we,  and  t:.e  Generality  of 
the  People  in  the  adjacent  Colonies,  thai 
they  have  for  a  number  of  years  last  past, 
end-avored  to  exerci-e  such  a  Course  of  thai 
which  they  call  Law,  that  they  had  not  been 
opposed  by  the  peopleof  these  Gran:-.  i 
a  M0I3)  in  the  executing  the  same,  they 
would  before  this  Time  have  been  in  Posses- 
sion of  that  Territory,  for  which  the  Laws 
aforesaid  are  calculated  :  Therefore  the  Case 
stands  thus;  if  we  oppose  civil  Omcers  ::i 
taking  Possession  of  our  Farms,  we  are  by 
these  Laws  denominated  Felons,  or  i:  v;s  de- 
fend and  ail  our  Neighbours,  who  have  '^-3 
indicted  Rioters  only  for  defending  our  Pro- 
perty, we  are  adjudged  Felons  for  that  also. 
In  fine,  every  Opposition  to  their  monarchial 
Government  is  deemed  Felony,  ana  a:  the 
End  of  every  such  Sentanee  there  is  the 
Word  Death:  And  the  same  Laws  farther 
impower  the  respective  Judges,  provide  1  any 
Persons  to  the  Number  of  three  or  more  ih  it 
shall  oppose  any  Magistrate  or  civil  Offieer, 
and  are  not  taken,  that  after  a  legal  Warn- 
ing of  Seventy  Days,  if  they  do  not  come 
and  yield  themselves  up  to  certain  omeer3 
appointed  for  the  Purpose  of  securing  them; 
then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Judges  afore- 
said, to  award  Execution  of  Death;  the  same 
as  though  he  or  they  had  been  convi::ei  or 
attained  before  a  proper  Court  of  Judical  ire, 
occ.  The  candid  reader  will  doubtless  ob- 
serve, that  the  diabolical  Design  of  this  L tw 
is,  to  obtain  possession  of  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Grants,  or  to  make  the  people  that  de- 
fend them  outlaws,  and  so  kill  them  where- 
ever  they  can  catch  them. 

Those  bloody  Lawgivers  know  we  are 
necessitated  to  oppose  their  execution  of 
Laws  where  it  points  directly  at  Fro;  er:v, 
or  »ive  up  our  property ;  but  ther-1  i~  one 
Thing  which  is  a  Matter  of  cons.  lav.  ,r.  to 
us,  viz.  that  printed  Sentences  of  Death  will 
not  kill  us,  when  we  are  at  a  pittance.;  and 
if  the  Executioners  approach  us,  t  iey  w.il 
he  as  likely  to  fall  victims  to  death  as  we  : 
And  that  person  or  Country  of  Persons  are 
Cowards  indeed,  if  they  cannot  as  manfully 
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fight  for  their  Liberty,  Property  ct  Life,  as  shire  Grants.  Gentlemen,  Friends,  and 
Villans  can  to  deprive  them  thereof.  The  Neighbors,  Providence  having  allotted  and 
New-York  Schemers  acer.se  us  of  many  fixed  the  bounds  of  our  Habitations  in  the 
Things,  part  of  which  are  true,  and  part  are  !  same  Vicinity,  which  together  with  the  free 
not;  with  respect  to  rescuing  Prisoners  for  \  intercourse  of  Trade  and  Commerce,  hath 


Debt,  it  is  false :  As  to  assuming  Judicial 
Powers,  we  have  not,  except  a  well  regulated 
Combination  of  the  People,  to  defend  their 
just  rights,  may  be  called  so.  As  to  forming 
ourselves  into  Military  Order,  and  assuming 
Military  Commands,  the  New-York  Posseys 
and  Military  Preparations,  Oppressions,  <kc, 
obliged  U3  to  do  it:  Probably  Mes-'rs. 
Duane,  Kemp  and  Banjor,  of  New  York, 
will  not  discommend  us  for  so  expedient  a 
preparation;  more  especially,  since  the  de- 
cree? of  the  9th  of  March,  are  yet  to  be  put 
in  Execution:  and  we  Matter  ourselves, 
upon  occasion,  we  can  muster  as  good  a 
Regiment  of  Marksmen  and  Scalpers,  as 
America  can  afford;  and  we  now  give  the 
Gentlemen  above  named,  together  with  Mr. 
Brush  and  Col.  Tenbroaok,  and  in  fine,  all 
the  Land-Jobers  of  New-York,  an  invitation 
to  come  and  view  the  dexterity  of  our  regi 
ment ;  and  we  cannot  think  of  a  better  Time 


formed  an  almost  universal  Acquaintance, 
and  Tye  of  Friendship  between  us,  and  hath 
laid  such  a  Foundation  of  Knowledge,  that 
your  people  in  general  cannot  but  be  sensible 
that  the  Title  of  our  Lands  is  in  reality  the 
Bone  of  Contention;  and  that  as  a  people 
we  behave  ourselves  orderly,  and  are  indus- 
trious and  honestly  disposed  ;  and  pay  ju<-t 
Deffereuee  to  Order  and  Government ;  and 
that  we  mean  no  more  by  that  which  is 
called  the  Mob,  but  to  defend  our  just  Rights, 
and  Properties:  we  appeal  to  the  Gentlemen 
Merchants,  to  inform  whether  our  People  in 
general  do  not  exert  themselves  to  pay  their 
just  Del  its  ;  and  whether  they  have  ever  been 
hindered  by  the  country's  Mob,  in  the  col- 
lection of  their  Dues;  But  as  the  Magistrates, 
Sheriffs,  Under  Sheriffs,  Coroners  and  Con- 
stables of  the  respective  Counties  that  hoid 
their  posts  of  Honour,  and  Profit,  under  our 
bitter  Enemies,  we  have  a  Jealousy,  that 


for  that  purpose  than  when  the  executioners  j  some  of  them  may  be  induced  (to  recommend 
come  to  kill  -ome  or  all  of  us,  by  Virtue  of  j  themselves  to  those  on  whom  they  are  de- 
the  Authority  their  judges  have  lately  re-  J  pendent,  and  for  the  Wages  of  unrighteous- 
ceived,  to  award  and  sentence  us  to  Death  !  ness  offered  by  Proclamations)  to  presume  to 
in  our  absence.  There  is  still  one  more  no-  i  apprehend  some  of  us,  or  our  Friends;  We 
table  Complaint  against  us,  viz.  that  we  j  therefore  advertise  such  Officers,  and  all  per- 
have  insulted  and  menaced  several  Majis-  j  sons  whatsoever,  that  we  are  resolved  to 
trates,  and  other  civil  Officers  so  that  they  inflict  immediate  Death  on  whomsoever  mav 
dare  not  execute  their  respective  Functions":  i  attempt  the  same;  and  provided,  anv  of  us 
this  is  true  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Majes-  !  or  our  Party  be  taken,  and  we  have  not  No- 
trates:  but  the  Public  should  be  informed  tice  sufficient  to  relieve  them,  or  whether  we 
what  the  Functions  of  those  Majestrates  are:  J  relieve  them  or  not,  we  are  resolved  to  sur- 
they  are  commissioned  for  the  sole  Purpose!  round  such  Person  or  Persons  whether  at  his 
of  doing  us  all  the  harm  and  mischief  thev  I  or  their  own  House  or  Houses,  or  any  where 
possibly  can,  thro'  their  administration  and  j  that  we  can  find  him  or  them,  and  shoot  such 
Influence;  and  that  they  might  be  subser- 1  Person  or  Persons  dead:  and  furthermore 
vient  to  the  wicked  designs  of  the  New  York  !  that  we  will  kill  and  destroy  any  Person  or 
Schemers,  these  are  their  Functions ;  and  the  Persons  whomsoever,  that  shall  presume  to 
Public  need  no  farther  Proof  than  the  con-  j  be  accessary,  aiding  or  assisting  in  taking 
6ideration  that  they  are  the  Tools  of  those"!  any  of  us  aforesaid;  for  by  these  presents 
extravagant  Law-Makers;  and  it  must  be  , we  give  any  such  disposed  Person  or  Persons 
owned,  they  acted  with  great  •  udgement,  in  to  understand  that,  although  they  have  a 
choosing  the  most  infernal  Instruments  for  j  Licence  by  the  Law  aforesaid,  to  kill  us;  & 
their  purpose.  J  an  "  Indemnification    .    .    .   for  such  Mur- 

^  Draco,  the  Athenian  Law-giver,  caused  a  ( ther  from  the  same  authority;  yet  they  have 
Number  of  Laws  (in  many  Respects  analagous  j  no  Indemnification  for  so  doing,  from  the 
to  these  we  have  been  speaking  of)  to  be  \  GREEN-MOUNTAIN  BO  YS ;  for  our  Lives, 
writt  n  in  blood;  But  our  modern  Dracos  |  Liberties  and  Properties,  are  as  verily  pre- 
determine to  l  ave  theirs  verified  in  blood 


They  well  know  we  idiall  more  than  three, 
nay  more  than  three  times  three  Thousand 
assemble  together,  if  Need  be,  to  maintain 
our  common  Causo,  till  his  Majesty  deter- 
mines who  shall  be  and  remain  the  Owners 
of  the  Land  in  Contest. 

"Wilt  not  thou  possess  that  which  Chemoth 
thy  God  giveth  thee  to  possess:"  So  will  we 
possess  that  which  the  Lord  our  God  (and 
King)  giveth  us  to  possess. 

And  lastly  we  address  ourselves  to  the 
People  of  the  Counties  of  Albany  and  Char- 
lotte, which  inhabit  to  the  Westward  of,  and 
are  situated  contiguous  to  the  iS'ew-Hamp- 


operties, 

cious  to  us,  as  to  anv  of  the  King's  Subjects; 
and  we  are  as  loyal  to  his  Majesty  or  h  s 
Government,  as  any  subjects  in  the  Province: 
But  if  the  Governmental  Authority  of  New- 
York,  will  judge  in  their  own  case,  and  act 
in  opposition  to  that  of  Great  Brittain,  and 
insist  upon  killing  us,  to  take  possession  of 
our  Vineyards;  come  on,  we  are  ready  to 
take  a  Game  of  Scalping  with  thorn  ;  for  our 
marshall  spirits  izlow  with  bitter  Indignation, 
and  consmnate  Fury  to  blast  their  Infernal 
Projections. 

It  may  be,  the  reader,  not  having  seen  the 
Laws  referred  to  in  this  Piece,  and  not  being 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  tho  long  ana 
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t'.irited  ConBict  that  hath  subsisted  between 
tits  Claimants  under  New- Hampshire  and 
Now- York,  nor  of  the  progressive,  arbitrary 
and  monopolizing  Disposition  of  the  Court- 
Party  of  the  latter  of  these  Provinces;  may 
ba  ant  to  imagine  that  the  Spirit  of  this 
Writing  is  too  severe,  inasmuch  as  it  destines 
whoever  presumes  to  take  us  Felons  or 
Kioters,  to  immediate  Death.  But  let  the 
Wise  consider  the  State  of  the  Cause;  I. 
Provided  we  on  our  Part  be  taken,  we  have 
by  them  Laws  the  Sentence  of  Death  already 
pronounced  against  us,  on  proviso  more  than 
three  of  us  assemble  together  to  maintain 
and  defend  our  property  till  his  Majesty  de- 
termine the  Controversy.  And  2.  May  it  be 
considered  that  the  legislative  Authority  of 
the  Province  of  New- York  had  no  Right  or 
constitutional  Power  to  make  such  Laws, 
and  consequently  that  they  are  null  and 
void,  from  the  Nature  and  Energy  of  the 
English  Constitution  ;  therefore  as  they  have 
no  place  among  the  Laws  of  the  Realm  of 
Great  Brittain,  but  are  the  arbitrary  League 
and  combination  of  our  bitter  and'  merciles 
enemies,  who  to  obtain  our  Property,  have 
inhumanly,  barbarously  and  maliciously, 
under  the  specious  and  hypocritical  Pretence 
of  legal  Authority,  and  Veneration  for  order 
and  Government,  have  laid  a,  Snare  for  out- 
lives. Can  the  Public  censure  us  for  exert- 
ing ourselves  nervously  to  preserve  our  Lives 
in  so  critical  a  Situation ;  for  by  the  Laws 
of  the  Province  into  wich  we  are  unfortunat- 
ly  fallen,  we  cannot  be  protected  in  either 
Property  or  Life,  except  we  give  up  the  first 
to  preserve  the  latter;  so  we  are  resolved  to 
maintain  both,  or  to  hazard  or  loose  both. 

From  hence  follows  a  necessary  Inference, 
that  inasmuch  as  our  Property,  nay,  our 
Lives,  cannot  be  protected,  (but  manifestly 
struck  at)  by  the  highest  Authority  of  the 
Province,  in  which  we  at  present  belong, 
therefore  in  the  interim,  while  his  Majesty 
is  determining  the  Controversy,  and  till  he 
shall  interpose  his  roval  Authority,  and  sub- 
ject the  Authority  aforesaid  to  their  Duty, 
or  reannex  the  District  of  disputed  Lands 
to  the  Province  of  New- Hampshire,  or  some 
Way  in  his  great  Wisdom  and  Fatherly 
Clemency,  put  the  distressed  Settlers  under 
New-Hampshire,  on  an  equal  Footing  with 
our  Brother  Subjects  in  his  Realm,  we  are 
under  a  Necessity  of  resisting  unto  Blood, 
every  Person  who  may  attempt  to  take  us  as 
Fellons  or  Rioters  as  aforesaid  ;  for  in  this 
case  it  is  not  resisting  Law,  but  only  oppos- 
ing Force  by  Force ;  therefore  inasmuch  as 
by  the  Oppressions  aforesaid,  the  New- 
Hampshire  Settlers  are  reduced  to  the  disa- 
greeable State  of  Anarchy,  in  which  State 
we  hope  for  Wisdom,  patience  and  Fortitude, 
till  the  happy  Hour  his  Majesty  shall  gra- 
ciously be  pleased  to  restore  us  to  the  privi- 
leges of  Englishmen.  signed  pr 
Ethan  Allen-, 
Dated  at  Ben-        Setii  Warnfr, 

nington,  Remember  Bakes, 

April  15th,  1774.    Robert  Cochran, 


Peleo  Sunderland. 
Johs  Smith, 
Silvanus  Brown. 
N.  B.    Whereas  Mr.  James  Breakenridge 
hath  the  Honor  to  be  enroled  a  Rioter  witii 
us  we  can  assure  the  Public,  that  this  worthy 
Gentleman  hath  never  been  concerned  with 
us  in  any  Mob  whatsoever ;    but  that  he 
hath  always  relied  on  a  good  Providence  and 
the  legal  Authority  of  Great  Britain,  for  the 
Confirmation  of  the  New- Hampshire  Char- 
ters :  Exclusive  of  any  other  Measures  what- 
soever." 

The  following  verse  attached  to  the  above 
was  composed  by  Thomas  Rowley. 

When  Cne-ar  reigned  King  at  Rome; 
Saint  Paul  was  sent  to  hear  his  Doom  ; 
But  the  Roman  Law  in  a  criminal  Case, 
31  list  have  the  Accuser  Face  to  Face, 

Or  Cnegar  gives  a  flat  Denial.  

But  here's  a  Law  made  now  of  late, 

Which  destines  man  to  awful  Fate, 

And  lianas  and  damns  without  a  Tryal : 

Which  made  me  view  all  Nature  through, 

To  find  a  Law  where  men  were  try'd 

By  legal. Act,  which  doth  exact 

Men's  Lives  before  they  are  try'd. 

Then  down  [  took  the  Sacred  Book, 

And  turn'd  the  Pages  o'er, 

But  could  not  finn  one  of  this  Kind, 

By  God  or  Man  before.  t.  B. 

Upon  the  back  of  the  above  paper,  is  a 
letter,  addressed  to  Capt.  Vail",  and  written 
by  Ethan  Allen  himself,  which  reads  as 
foil -ws  : 

"  To  Capt.  Micah  Veal  at  Panbe. 

Sr.  I  Make  You  a  Present  of  this  Paper, 
and  if  on  a  Perusal  You  Should  approve 
thereof,  it  would  add  Greatly  to  my  Satisfac- 
tion as  I  Should  hope  You  would  be  animat- 
ed to  form  the  Inhabitants  of  your  Town 
Into  Military  Order,  and  Assume  Your  for- 
mer Command  and  Assist  us  in  Humbling  the 
Haughty  Land-jobbers  at  N.  York.  If  such 
an  Event  should  Take  place  in  your  Town 
it  would  be  Greatfully  acknowledged  by  the 
Green  Mountain  Boys  &  Particularly  by 
Your  Friend  and 

humble  Servant,       Ethan  Allen." 

The  foregoing  paper  was  preserved  by  Ca- 
leb Parris,  and  now  belongs  to  his  son,  John 
S.  Parris,  Esq. 

The  town  meeting  of  1777  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Micah  Vail ;  Thomas  Rowley,  mod- 
erator ;  Luther  Colvin,  Stephen  Calkins  and 
Abraham  Chase,  appointed  assessors.  The 
town  was  divided  into  6  highway  districts  ; 
Asa  Haskins.  Joseph  Day,  Wing  Rogers, 
Crispin  Bull,  Jonathan  Irish  and  Luther  Col- 
vin, appointed  the  surveyors  ;  W ing  Rog<  rs, 
hayward  or  "  hog  constable,"  the  lirst  who 
ever  occupied  that  office  in  this  town.  The 
office  of  fence-viewer  was  also  created  that 
year,  and  William  Gage  and  John  Wood 
elected  to  that  office  ;  a  pound,  also  establish- 
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ed  for  the  first  time,  situated  on  the  road 
between  Aaron  Bull's  and  Micah  Vail's — 
Edward  Vail  chosen  pound-keeper.  The 
committee  of  safety  for  this  year  were  Wil- 
liam Gage,  Thomas  Rowley  and  Micah  Vail. 

A  town  meeting  was  also  called  the  23d  of 
June,  to  appoint  two  delegates  to  attend  the 
general  convention  to  be  held  at  Windsor, 
on  the  2d  day  of  July  following,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  framing  a  constitution  for  the  New 
State.  Col.  Thomas  Chittenden  and  Capt. 
William  Gage  were  chosen  to  represent  the 
town  of  Danby  in  that  convention. 

It  was  an  eventful  year  for  the  people  of 
this  town,  as  well  as  others  throughout  the 
grants.  The  battle  of  Hubbardton  was  fought 
July  7th,  and  the  situation  of  affairs  at  that 
time  was  somewhat  alarming.  No  one  knew 
how  soon  he  would  be  called  upon  to  go  into 
battle,  or  how  soon  his  own  fields  would  be 
the  scene  of  strife. 

The  theatre  of  warfare  was  soon  transfer- 
red to  the  southern  part  of  the  State.  A  por- 
tion of  Burgoyne's  army,  sent  to  scour  the 
country,  after  the  battle  of  Hubbardton, 
passed  through  this  town  on  their  way  to 
join  the  main  army,  and  it  is  said  the  inhab- 
itants were  greatly  alarmed  at  the  sight  of 
the  British  soldiers.  A  company  of  militia 
was  formed  here  about  that  time,  and  joined 
Col.  Warner's  regiment,  at  Manchester. 
They  were  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Benning- 
ton, which  was  fought  Aug.  16th,  sometime 
after  which  they  returned  to  their  homes,  to 
save,  if  po-sible,  their  unharvested  crops,  or 
enough  to  last  them  through  the  winter.  We 
are  told  that  a  number  of  acres  of  crops  in 
this  town  were  not  harvested  that  year. 

At  a  town  meeting,  June  23,  1777,  an  ad- 
ditional committee  of  safety  was  appointed, 
Col.  Thos.  Chittenden,  Joseph  Sprague  and 
William  Bromley,  and  two  additional  select- 
men, Ephraim  Scley  and  Thomas  Rowley,  and 
Edward  Vail,  a-sessor,  to  assi>t  the  other 
three  elected  at  the  last  annual  meeting, 
Stephen  Rogers  having  refused  to  act  as 
treasurer,  Stephen  Calkins  was  appointed  to 
fill 'his  place. 

During  the  months  of  July  and  August  of 
that  year,  scouting  parties  of  the  British 
•were  sent  all  over  the  country.  They  sup- 
posed that  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants 
on  the  New  Hampshire  grants  wore  opposed 
to  the  rebellion,  and  that  it  was  necessary 
only,  to  march  an  army  through  their  coun- 


try, and  furnish  them  with  arms,  to  bring 
them  over  to  the  royal  standard ;  very  few, 
however,  were  found  willing  to  abandon  the 
cause  of  their  country  for  that  of  the  King. 
It  is  said  that  there  were  tories  in  town  a: 
that  time,  but  the  settlers  were  general.? 
true  to  the  American  cause.  A  few  who 
were  considered  tories,  were  shot  near  their 
own  door. 

There  is  a  large  rock  on  the  farm  ownei 
by  Isaac  Nichols,  behind  which,  as  tradition 
says,  Tories  used  to  hide,  which  has  given  it 
the  name  of  "Tory  rock." 

There  is  one  instance  of  confiscated  estate 
in  this  town,  which  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing order,  copied  from  the  Journal  of  the 
"Council  of  Safety,"  at  Bennington. 

"Isr  Council  of  Safety,  Jan.  16th,  17"?. 

To  ,  and  the  rest  of  the  lie::?  of 

 ,  late  of  Danby,  deeea-ed,  you  are 

hereby  notified  to  appear  before  this  Council, 
on  Thursday  the  22d  instant,  to  snow  causa 
if  any  you  have,  why  the  real  estate  oi 

 ,  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  confiscated  to 

this  state 

By  order  of  Council, 

Thomas  Chittenden,  Prat. 

Joseph  Fat,  Secy. 

It  had  now  become  necessary  for  the  town 
to  raise  some  money  to  pay  current  expense-, 
and  for  the  support  of  the  militia.  The  se- 
lectmen had  disbursed  considerable  sun:s  :: 
money,  and  engaged  more  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  the  militia  and  for  other  use^. 
The  listers  had  been  therefore,  at  the  last 
town  meeting  in  June,  instructed  to  take  a 
list  of  all  the  ratable  estate  possessed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  return  the  same  to  the  selectmen  an  i 
committee  of  safety  for  the  town,  who  were 
to  make  out  a  tax  of  six  per  cent,  on  sa:d 
list,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  constable 
for  collection.  This  was  to  be  paid  into  the 
treasury,  and  drawn  out  by  orders  signed  by 
the  selectmen  or  committee  of  safety. 

The  law  at  that  time  required  the  list  to 
be  taken  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  All 
male  persons  in  town  from  16  years  old  to 
60,  were  set  in  the  list,  each  person  at  £6; 
every  ox  or  steer,  of  4  years  old  and  lip- 
wards,  at  £4  each  ;  each  steer  or  heifer  of  3 
years  old,  and  each  cow  £3;  each  steer  or 
heifer  of  2  years,  £2;  each  steer  or  heifer  of 

1  year  old,  £1;  each  horse  or  mare,  of  3 
years  old  or  upwards,  £3;  all  horse  kind  of 

2  years  old,  £2;  all  horse  kind  of  1  year 
old,  £  1  each ;  all  swine  of  1  year  old  or  up- 


DANBY. 


5S7 


ward,  ^1  each.  Every  person  having  money 
on  hand,  or  due  them,  over  and  above  all 
debts  charged  thereon,  the  same  was  put  in 
the  annual  list,  at  the  rate  of  £6  for  every 
£100,  and  in  case  the  listers  suspected  any 
j  >>rson  had  not  given  in  the  full  sum  of  mon- 
ey on  hand,  or  due  as  aforesaid,  the  listers 
were  empowered  to  call  such  person  or  per- 
sons before  them,  thera  to  give  in  such  list 
on  oath.  All  lands  after  being  improved  for 
one  year,  either  for  pasture,  plowing  or  mow- 
ing, or  stocked  with  grass,  and  within  inclos- 
ure,  were  set  in  the  list  at  10  s.  per  acre. 
Mills  were  also  assessed  at  the  discretion  of 
the  listers,  according  to  the  particular  im- 
provements or  advantages  thereof,  also,  work- 
houses and  work-shops.  Attornies  at  law 
were  assessed  at  the  discretion  of  the  listers, 
the  least  practitioner,  £50,  and  the  others  in 
proportion,  according  to  their  practice.  Min- 
isters of  the  gospel  were  exempted  from  tax- 
es, as  well  as  persons  disabled  by  sickness, 
lameness  or  other  infirmities.  The  grand  list 
of  the  town  for  the  year  1777,  amounted  to 
nearly  £250,  or  $832.50,  six  per  cent,  of 
which  would  raise  a  tax  of  $49.95,  which 
was  thought  sufficient  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  town  for  that  year.  This  was  the  first 
grand  list  taken  in  this  town  of  which  we 
have  any  knowledge. 

Another  meeting  was  called  Dec.  23cl,  at 
the  house  of  Edward  Vail,  but  was  adjourn- 
ed until  the  first  Tues.,  Feb.  1773.  At  tins 
adjourned  meeting,  Stephen  Calkins  was  ap- 
pointed an  additional  member  of  the  commit- 
tee of  safety,  and  Thomas  Rowley,  chairman 
of  that  committee.  At  that  time  nearly  all 
the  affairs  of  the  town  were  managed  by  this 
committee.  The  British  army  having  been 
defeated  and  driven  from  the  vicinity  of 
Vermont  in  the  Fall  of  1777,  the  settlers  of 
the  town  who  had  served  with  the  militia  in 
repelling  the  invasion  of  Burgoyne,  now  be- 
gan to  return,  and  the  inhabitants  were  al- 
lowed once  more  to  devote  their  attention  to 
their  civil  and  domestic  affairs. 

To  show  the  character  of  the  settlers  which 
then  peopled  the  grants,  wo  will  give  below 
an  extract  from  a  letter  which  Burgoyne 
wrote  to  Lord  Germain,  Aug.  20,  1777,  in 
whi-.-h  he  aays  "the  Hampshire  grants  in  par- 
ticular, a  country  unpeopled  and  almost  un- 
known in  the  last  war,  now  abounds  in  the 
most  active  and  most  rebellious  race  on  tho 
continent,  and  hangs  like  a  gathering  storm 
on  my  left." 


The  annual  town  meeting  of  1775  was 
at  the  house  of  Edward  Vail,  and  Abraham 
Chase  was  moderator  ;  Luther  Colvin,  Abra- 
ham Chase  and  Edward  Vail,  assessors ; 
Wing  Rogers,  hay  ward ;  "William  Gage,  John 
Wood  and  Edward  Vail,  fence-viewers ;  c  :  re- 
mittee of  safety  for  that  year,  Capt.  William 
Gage,  Lieut.  Stephen  Calkins,  Thomas  Row- 
ley, William  Brornley  and  John  Sweat; 
Edward  Vail,  pound-keeper. 

On  the  12th  of  Mar.  1773,  a  petition  was 
presented  to  the  Legislature  of  Vermin:, 
then  in  session  at  Windsor,  from  16  town3 
on  the  east  side  of  Connecticut  River,  pray- 
ing to  be  admitted  to  a  union  with  Vermont 
The  Legislature  being  somewhat  embarrassed 
by  this  application,  voted  to  refer  the  ques- 
tion to  the  people.  Meetings  were  held  in 
all  the  towns  in  the  State  for  this  purpose, 
and  a  majority  of  them  were  in  favor  of  the 
union.  The  inhabitants  of  Danby  held  a 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  voting  upon  this 
question,  at  the  house  of  Edward  Vail,  the 
9th  day  of  April,  and  voted  not  in  favor  of 
the  proposed  union,  and  the  committ-e  of 
safety  were  instructed  to  make  a  report  to 
this  effect,  to  the  Legislature,  which  wis  to 
meet  in  June  following  at  Bennington. 
Thomas  Rowley  was  the  first  represen:a::ve 
sent  from  this  town,  to  the  General  Assembly, 
which  met  at  Windsor  in  177S. 

There  was  put  upon  the  records  of  the 
town,  in  1773,  "a  roll  of  the  freemen  of 
Danby,"  viz. 

William  Gage,  jr.,  Caleb  Colvin,  William 
Bromley,  Jonathan  Sprague,  Daniel  Br;m- 
ley,  Ezekkd  Ballard,  Ebenezer  Day,  John 
Sweat,  Joseph  Day,  Luther  Colvin,  Lev: 
Sherman,  George  Gage,  Charles  Bromley, 
Thomas  Rowley,  jr.,  Stephen  Calkins,  Thos. 
Allen,  Richard  Latten,  Edward  Vail,  Tr.ns 
Colvin,  John  Gage,  Abel  Haskins,  Thomas 
Rowley,  Capt.  William  Gage,  Job  Conger, 
Enoch  Congor,  Isaac  Gage,  Reubin  Towers, 
e.-sie  Tuttle,  Micah  Wilson,  Henry  Herrick, 
Jerimiah  Merrithew,  Samuel  Barlow.  Con- 
stant Vail,  Obediah  Edmunds,  Obediah 
Allen,  Ro^er  Williams,  John  Hamblet.n, 
Nathan  Rowley,  Holmes  Perkins,  William 
Merrithew,  William  Garrett,  Gideon  B  :r- 
lingin,  Joseph  Wilbur,  Elisha  Fish,  Mathew 
Wing,  Abraham  Stewart,  Reubin  Roller, 
Joseph  Spra-jue,  Joseph  Sprague,  jr.,  Beth  del 
Bromley,  Ebenezer  Wilson,  Stephen  Wil- 
liams, Jeremiah  Griffith,  Elihu  Benson,  Amos 
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Brown,  Gideon  Tabor,  John  Haviland,  Lem- 
uel Griffith,  Thomas  Dennes,  Water  Tabor, 
Henry  Lewis,  Dennis  Lobdell,  John  How- 
ard, Selathel  Albee,  Benjamin  Brownell, 
John  Harrington,  Benjamin  Tanner,  Heza- 
kiah  Eastman,  Mathew  Wing,  Charles  Leg- 
gett,  Jesse  Irsh,  jr.,  Phillip  Sherman,  Joshua 
Herrick,  John  Lobdell,  John  Brock,  Antho- 
ny Bay,  Aaron  Griffith,  Jonathan  Irish, 
David  Howard,  Caleb  Green,  Pelitia  Soper, 
Dennis  Lobdell,  jr.,  Jacob  Eddy,  Joseph 
Fowler,  Ebenezer  Merry,  Caleb  Phillips,  Dr. 
Ebenezer  Tolman,  Lawrence  Johnston,  Josh- 
ua Bromley,  William  Bromley,  21,  Job 
Palmer,  David  Coonly,  John  Holmes,  David 
Irish,  John  Stafford,  James  Porter,  John 
Martin,  Gideon  Baker,  William  Wing,  Ste- 
phen Buxton,  William  Lee. 

The  above  list  does  not  contain  the  names 
of  all  the  males  over  21  years  of  age,  in  town 
at  that  time.  We  find  that  Abraham  Chase, 
Wing  Rogers  Ephraim  Seley,  Aaron  Bull 
and  Asa  Hash  ins,  and  some  others  were  resi- 
dents of  the  town,  and  over  21  years  of  age, 
whose  names  do  not  appear  on  that  roll 
Perhaps  other  names  were  omitted,  but  it 
doubtless  contains  the  names  of  nearly  all 
the  freemen  here  at  that  time.  Some  of  the 
persons  whose  names  are  on  the  roll,  were 
children  of  the  settlers,  having  come  here 
with  their  parents.  Among  these  were  Wil- 
liam Gage,  jr.,  Joseph  Sprague,  jr.,  William 
Bromley,  2d,  Charles  and  Daniel  Bromley, 
Reubin  and  Nathan  Rowley,  Jesse  Irish  and 
Tuomas  Rowley,  jr  ,  and  some  others. 

The  March  meeting  of  177^,  was  held  at 
the  house  of  E  Iward  Vail;  Thomas  Rowley, 
moderator.  New  offices  were  created  that 
year,  among  which  was  the  office  of  lister, 
leather-sealer,  town  grand-juror  and  tything- 
man.  E  Iward  Vail,  Isaac  Gage  and  Luther 
Colvin  were  appointed  listers ;  William  Ed- 
munds, leather-sealer ;  Stephen  Williams, 
gran  l-juror;  Abel  Haskins.  tythingman;  and 
Roger  Williams,  hay  ward.  But  5  highway 
surveyors  were  appoiutel  that  year,  viz. 
D-iniel  Bromley,  Edward  Vail,  Ebenezer 
Wilson,  Caleb  Colvin,  and  Israel  Seley. 
Another  town  tax  was  voted  to  pay  the  in- 
debtedness of  the  town  for  the  year  enduing, 
and  it  was  voted  to  hoi  1  future  town-meet- 
ings at  the  house  of  Stephen  Calkins,  and 
warnings  for  which  were  to  be  set  up  at  the 
house  of  Edward  Vail,  William  Gage  and 
William  Russell. 


All  persons  residing  in  town  at  that  t  me, 
and  not  having  any  real  estate,  thereby  ex- 
posing the  town  to  co3t  and  charge,  were 
warned  out  of  the  town.  The  following  is  a 
copy  of  such  warrant  from  the  records: 

Danby,  Apkil  ye  23th,  1779. 
To  the  Constable  of  the  town  of  Danby. 
Greeting : 

Whereas  frequent  complaints  hath  been 
made  to  us  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  town,  that  there  hath  lately  come  into 
this  town  several  persons  and  families,  who 
still  abide  in  town,  who  have  no  real  estate, 
and  by  their  continuance  here,  the  to.vu  may 
be  exposed  to  cost  and  charge. 

You   are   hereby  required   forthwith  to 

warn  and  iamily  to  depart  from 

this  town,  and  maM  return  to  us  or  either  of 
us  forth  with. 

Given  under  our  hands  the  day  and  year 
above  written. 

Thomas  Rowley,  ") 
Stephen  Calkins,  {Selectmen. 
Luther  Colvin,  J 

Danby,  the  Oth  day  of  May  A  D.,  1779, 
This  warrant  faithfully  served  according  to 
law,  oy  me, 

Ebenezer  Wilson,  Constable. 

Two  families  were  warned  out  of  town  in 
1779,  two  in  17S3,  ten  in  173-1,  three  in  1735, 
and  two  in  1736. 

The  annual  meeting  of  1780,  was  held  at 
the  house  of  Stephen  Calkins — Thomas  Row- 
ley, moderator.  There  were  five  selectmen 
elected  that  year,  and  a  second  constable  for 
the  first  time,  Reubin  Rowley  eleotei  to  that 
office.  Twelve  petit  jurymen  were  chosen  in 
1730,  for  the  first  time,  viz.:  Isaac  Gaga, 
William  Bromley,  Jacob  Eddy,  Jonathan 
Sprague,  Edward  Vail,  Joseph  Sprague, 
Ebenezer  Wilson,  Daniel  Bromley,  Jonathan 
Seley,  Walter  Gage,  Ebenezer  Sprague,  Enoch 
Calkins  and  William  Gage.  A  committee 
of  five  were  appointed  at  that  meeting,  to 
inspect  the  indebtedness  of  tne  town,  and 
make  report  at  the  next  meeting.  E  Iward 
Vail  was  elected  brawler  of  horse?, — a  new 
office  created  that  year,  and  was  agreeable  to 
a  law  of  the  State,  passed  in  1770,  which 
was  that  each  town  in  the  State  should  have 
a  brand,  to  brand  their  horses,  which  shoul  I 
be  set  on  every  horse,  and  horse  kin  1,  on  the 
near  or  left  shoulder.  The  Brand  for  Danby 
I  was  the  letter  "  1,"  and  the  bran  ler  chosen 
by  th  >  town  was  under  oath,  an  i  mile  an 
I  entry  of  all  horse  kind  by  him  so  brandedi 
with  the  age  and  color,  natural  and  artificial 
marks,  in  a  book  kept  for  that  purpose. 
Each  fanner  also  had  an  ear  mark,  which 
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mxi  put  upon  his  cattle  and  swine.  This 
murk  was  recorded  by  the  town  clerk. 
In  1781,  the  office  of  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures  was  created,  and  Lieut.  John  Mott 
the  first  one  elected  to  this  office ;  William 
Bromley,  tythingman;  Israel  Seley,  hay- 
ward  ;  and  Obediah  Allen,  brander  of  horses 
In  consequence  of  the  state  of  the  curren- 
cy, or  medium  of  trade,  it  was  difficult  to 
procure  provisions  to  supply  the  army,  with- 
out calling  on  each  town  for  a  quota  of  such 
supplies.  The  quota  for  this  town,  in  the 
year  17S0,  was  4284  lbs.  wheat  Hour;  1428 
lbs.  of  beef;  714  lbs.  of  salted  pork;  123 
bushels  of  Indian  corn,  and  61  1-2  bushels 
rye.  It  is  said  that  the  inhabitants  began 
to  experience  some  hard  times,  Snow  fell  to 
a  great  depth  during  the  winter  of  17SO-81, 
and  the  weather  wa^  of  unprecedented  sever- 
ity. The  settlers  being  very  poorly  supplied 
with  comfortable  houses,  and  with  forage  for 
their  cattle,  suffered  greatly  from  the  effects 
of  this. 

The. grand  list  of  the  town  in  1779  was 
£2612  5s,  or  $  8,609,93,  in  17S0  it  was 
£ 2856  8s,  or  $  9,512.70.  A  town  tax  of  four 
per  cent,  was  raised  on  this  list,  for  the  year 
1780,  which  amounted  to  $380.50. 

In  1781,  the  following  warrant  was  issued 
to  the  constable  of  Danby,  for  the  collection 
of  a  direct  tax,  on  lands  in  this  town :  the 
first  warrant  issued  for  the  collection  of  a 
State  tax  in  this  town. 

"  To  the  constable  of  the  town  of  Danby. 
Greeting:. 

Whereas  the  General  Assembly  at  their 
session  in  Windsor,  April,  1731,  did  grant  a 
tax  of  ten  shillings  'on  each  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  town  of  Danby,  except 
public  and  college  lands — 

This  is  therefore  to  command  you  to  collect 
of  the  several  persons  owning  "lands  in  the 
town  of  Danby,  ten  shillings  on  each  one 
hundred  acres,  and  in  the  same  proportion 
for  a  greater  or  lesser  quantity,  any  person 
or  persons  may  respectfully  own  as  aforesaid, 
and  pay  the  same  to  the  treasurer,  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  April  next,  and  if  any 
person  or  persons  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
pay  his  or  her  or  their  just  proportionof  said 
tax  you  are  commanded  to  distrain  his,  her  or 
their  goods  or  estate,  and  the  same  dispose  of 
as  the  law  directs,  and  also  satisfy  your  own 
fees.  And  when  there  is  no  owner  residing 
in  town,  or  appears  and  pay's  the  tax,  on  any 
portion  of  said  land,  you  are  directed  to  dis- 
pose of  so  much  of  said  land  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  law,  as  to  enable  you  to  pay 
said  tax,  and  also  to  satisfy  vour 'own  fees.  " 

Given  at  the  Treasurer's' office,  the  11th 
day  of  November,  A.  D.  1781. 

Iea  Allen,  Treasurer." 


There  being  a  good  many  non-r- --i  lent 
proprietors  of  land  here  who  did  no:  ar  -  e  it 
and  pay  their  tax  by  the  time  specified, 
a  large  quantity  was  sold  at  public  aaeti  a 
the  following  year,  at  the  house  of  Stej  hen 
Calkins,  to  satisfy  this  tax.  A  portion  of  the 
land  was  afterwards  redeemed. 

At  the  annual  moeting,  1783,  at  the  hou=fl 
of  Stephen  Calkins,  Ebeuezer  Wilson,  mo  Ier- 
ator,  it  was 

"Voted  that  if  any  man  in  the  town  of 
Danby,  shall  bring  the  small  p>x  into  :  e 
town,  by  way  of  innoculation,  or  oy  careies* 
ne<=s  or  neglect  after  having  the  same,  shall 
liable  be  to  pay  a  find  of  ten  poun  i;,  iawral 
money,  to  the  treasurer  of  the  town." 

That  disease  was  prevailing  in  some  of  the 
towns  in  the  Country  to  an  alarming  extent. 

Thomas  Harrington  was  moderator  of  the 
town  meeting  of  1784,  in  which  year  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  was  create!  in 
this  town,  Edward  Vail  chosen  to  that  posi- 
tion, the  first  who  ever  occupied  that  of5?e  in 
Danby,  and  the  only  one  elected  in  1754. 

A  special  town  meeting  was  held  Jan.  2'>, 
1734,  Roger  Williams,  moderator.  Daniel 
Sherman  and  Edward  Vail  were  appointed  a 
committee  for  the  town,  to  attend  a  general 
meeting  of  town  committees,  to  be  held  a: 
Rutland  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  north- 
ern boundary  line  of  the  County.  It  wns 
voted  to  hold  future  town  meetings  at  the 
house  of  Abraham  Chase,  and  that  a  sign  post 
and  stocks  should  be  set  up  near  the  hoase 
of  Abraham  Chase.  It  was  also  voted  to  build 
a  town  pound  upon  the  eist  side  of  the  town 
The  erecton  of  a  sign  post  and  stocks,  re- 
ferred to  above  was  agreeable  to  a  1  r.v  of 
the  State,  passed  in  1779,  which  act  was 

"  That  every  town  in  this  State  shall  m^ke 
and  maintain  at  their  own  charge,  a  good 
pair  of  stocks,  with  a  lock  and  key  sr.~ 
to  hold  and  secure  such  offenders  as  s  .11  be 
sentenced  to  sit  therein:  which  stock  shall  be 
set  in  the  most  public  place  in  each  s  esr  -  :ive 
town  ;  and  in  the  same  place  there  shall  i  e  % 
sis;n  post  erecte  1  and  set  up,  at  the  charge  o: 
the  town,  and  maintained  in  sufficient  rei 
on  which  sign  post  all  notifications,  w^r:....:s, 
&c,  for  meetings  shall  be  set  up."' 

According  to  the  laws  of  that  time,  crim- 
inal offences  were  punishable  by  whip  ing  on 
the  naked  back,  from  10  to  100  lashes,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  the  o dense. 

Another  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  wasj 
called  June  17,  ITS  4,  to  act  upon  a  conn  !  lins 
entered  to  the  town  clerk,  by  several  of  the 
tax  pavers,  who  were  unable  to  pay  their 
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State  tax,  by  reason  of  a  scarcity  of  grain, 
which  was  then  used  for  currency.  Jonathan 
Seley,  the  collector,  was  instructed  at  the 
above  meeting,  not  to  force  a  collection  of 
those  taxes  until  the  last  of  November,  follow- 
ing. The  selectmen  were  empowered  to  lease 
the  school  lots,  and  Luther  Colvin  and  Amos 
Colvin,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  lay 
out  the  3d  and  4th  divisions  of  the  school-lots 
in  this  town,  which  had  not  been  laid  out. 
Rogers  Williams,  Edward  Vail,  Ebenezer 
Merry,  John  Haviland,  Jonathan  Seley,  John 
Burt,  and  Capt.  John  Vail  were  appointed 
petit  jurors  for  1734.  At  a  town  meeting 
held  Dec.  20,  Doct.  Ebenezer  Tolman,  Caleb 
Green,  and  Rowland  Strafford  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  inspect  and  adjust  the  accounts 
of  the  town. 

The  town  meeting  of  1735,  was  held  at 
the  house  of  Abraham  Cljase,  having  been 
held  at  the  house  of  Stephen  Calkins  since 
1780.  The  number  of  selectmen  was  reduced 
to  4  at  this  meeting,  and  the  number  of  high- 
way surveyors  increased  to  12.  An  addi- 
tional grand  juryman  was  also  elected, 
and  tythingmen,  Jeremiah  Merrithew  and 
Thomas  Dodge.    The  grand-list  was  £  3,378. 

The  following  receipt  will  show  the  amount 
of  provision  tax  against  the  town  of  Danby 
in  1731,  for  which  an  extent  was  issued  by 
the  Commissary  General  in  1784. 

"Rutland.  Oct,  ye  20Tn,  A.  D.  1754. 
Received  of  Daniel  Sherman  and  Edward 
Vail,  in  behalf  of  the  settlement  Danby,  the 
sum  of  £  123,  18.,  9p.,  in  lull  of  an  extent 
from  the  Commissary  Gen'l  of  purcha-e,  for 
the  state  of  Vermont,  against  such  settlement 
for  their  provision  tax,  for  the  year  1731, 
and  also,  £2,  lis.,  9.,  in  full  for  the  fees  or 
cost  of  collecting  and  settling  said  extent. 

Asa  Hale,  Shcrij/." 

The  proprietors  held  a  meeting  on  the  3d 
Monday,  Nov.,  1735,  and  voted  to  lay  out  a 
5th  division  of  land,  55  acres  to  each  right. 
Jonathan  Wood,  surveyor,  and  Abraham 
Chase,  Luther  Colvin,  Ebenr-zer  Tolman, 
Thomas  Harrington  and  Jonathan  Wood, 
committee  to  see  the  land  laid  out,  and  settle 
all  disputes  concerning  boundaries.  A  num- 
ber of  disputes  had  arisen  which  were  all 
finally  settled  by  the  above  committee. 

Another  meeting  of  the  proprietors  and 
inhabitants  was  held  on  the  1st  Monday,  Mar., 
17SC,  to  hear  the  report  of  their  comrnirtee, 
&c.  John  Burt  was  then  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  look  up  the  charter  of  the  town, 


and  have  it  recorded.  In  1787,  a  6th  and 
last  division  of  land  was  made,  35  acres  to 
each  right.  A  draft  was  made  and  each  pro- 
prietor had  a  day  in  which  to  lay  out  his  lot, 
or  make  his  pitch,  There  had  been  some 
gores  left  in  making  the  surveys,  which  were 
all  finally  disposed  of  by  the  committee. 

The  first  grist-mill  was  built  about  this 
time  by  Stephen  Calkins.  I  have  been  una- 
ble to  ascertain  the  exact  date,  when  this 
mill  was  built,  but  as  it  was  a  short  time 
after  the  Revolutionary  war,  it  was  doubt- 
less not  far  from  this  period  It  stood  upon 
the  west  side  of  the  stream,  opposite  the 
present  saw-mill  of  Nelson  Kelley,  and  was  a 
great  help  to  the  settlers,  as  Manchester  and 
Salem  were,  previous  to  that  time,  the  near- 
est places  to  mill.  The  ledge  where  Calkins 
got  his  mill  stones,  is  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Henry  Kelley.  The  irons  were  brought 
from  Bennington. 

The  Revolution  was  now  closed,  and  the 
population  of  the  town  began  to  increase 
quite  rapidly.  There  was  a  large  influx  of 
settlers  during  the  last  year  or  two  of  the 
war.  A  good  many  soldiers  came  to  this 
town,  some  of  them  remaining  till  their 
death.  They  were  generally  an  enterprising 
and  industrious  class,  and  many  of  them 
succeeded  in  establishing  a  home. 

REVOLUTIONARY  SOLDIERS 

who  settled  in  this  town,  together  with  their 
rank,  so  far  as  we  have  ascertained : 

Capt.  William  Gage,  Capt.  Stephen  Cal- 
kins, Jonathan  Seley,  Joshua  Bromley,  Wil- 
liam Roberts,  Jonathan  Burt,  Capt.  John 
Vail,  Israel  Phillips,  Dennis  Canfield,  Abel 
Horton,  Ob-jdiah  Edmunds,  Miner  Hilliard, 
Lieut.  John  Mott,  Elisha  Lincoln,  John 
Burt,  Gideon  Moody,  William  Bromley,  Jon- 
athan Crandall,  Ebenezer  Wilson,  Henry 
Herrick,  John  Brock,  Rufus  Bucklin. 

Some  of  these  soldiers  drew  pensions  under 
the  act  of  Congress,  1813,  and  all  who  lived 
until  1832,  drew  pensions,  and  a  few  of  their 
widows. 

The  town  meeting  of  17SG,  was  held  at  the 
school-house  then  situated  near  the  present 
residence  of  Walter  M.  Parris.  Roads  had 
increased  so  rapidly  it  require  1  14  surveyors. 

Town  meeting  were  also  held  it  the  school 
house  during  the  your  17n>.  At  the  annual 
meeting  a  committee  consisting  of  John  Burt, 
Peter  Lewis  and  Benjamin  Fowler,  was  ap- 
pointed to  settle  with  the  treasurer.  The 
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petit  jurors  for  that  year,  were  Thomas  Har- 
ris z'.on,  Ezekel  Smith,  Stephen  Williams, 
Br.k  iford  Barnes,  William  Garrett,  Rowland 
Stafford,  Nathan  Salisbury,  Caleb  Green  and 
John  Vail.  A  meeting  was  held  Apr.  11,  for 
the  purpose  of  settling  some  lines  and  bound- 
aries, in  the  1st  and  2d  division  of  land ;  It 
was  voted  that  the  strip  of  land  left  and  laid 
out  by  the  proprietors  for  a  road  S  rods  wido, 
west  of  the  "  town  plot."  be  left  for  future 
consideration.  This  road  had  been  laid  out 
from  the  Tinmouth  line,  north  and  south 
through  the  town,  but  was  never  used  for  a 
highway.  It  was  called  a  County  road, 
running  north  through  Tinmouth,  which  was 
then  intended  to  be  the  County  seat  The 
grand  list  of  17S6  was  £3661  10s. 

A  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of 
Abraham  Chase,  Sept.  14,  17S7,  Doct.  Eben- 
ezer  Tolman,  moderator.  A  tax  was  voted  at 
this  meeting  of  two  pence  on  the  pound  of  the 
grand-list  of  17S6,  to  be  paid  in  grain.  In 
the  fall  of  1787,  another  list  was  taken,  which 
amounted  to  £4250  5s,  showing  an  increase 
of  £  5S5  15s  in  one  year. 

The  annual  meeting  of  17SS,  was  also  held 
at  the  house  of  Abranam  Chase,  Jacob  Eddy, 
moderator.  5  selectmen  and  5  listers  were 
chosen  for  that  year.  There  was  but  one 
pauper  in  town  in  1733,  Sarah  Barlow — the 
first  person  ever  supported  by  the  town. 
Zebulon  Smith  was  hired  to  take  care  of  her 
that  year,  for  which  he  was  to  receive  his  pay 
in  grain.  A  town  tax  was  voted  at  the  above 
meeting,  of  one  penny  on  the  pound  of  the 
grand  list,  to  be  paid  in  wheat  at  4s  6d, 
and  corn  at  3s  per  bushel.  The  tax,  in 
1789,  amounted  to  only  £  IS  ;  the  grand  list 
£  4612  6s  ;  in  1790  it  was  £  4920  5s. 

In  1791,  when  the  first  census  was  taken, 
the  population  of  Danby  was  1260.  A  large 
Baw-mill  had  been  erected  by  Stephen  Calkins 
and  framed  houses  began  to  be  built.  Rapid 
progress  had  been  made  in  clearing  up  lands, 
schools  had  been  organized  in  several  dis- 
tricts; a  large  number  of  roads  had  been  laid 
out  and  the  population  was  thriving  and  in- 
dustrious. 

In  1794,  20  highway  surveyors  were  ap- 
pointed for  that  year,  and  a  school  committee 
whose  duty  it  wa3  to  make  alterations  in 
districts. 

Sheep  were  not  allowed  to  run  at  lar^o  that 
year,  and  another  pound  was  built,  near  the 
house  of  Ephraiin  Seley,  and  the  oliiee  of 


auditor  was  created  and  three  elected,  viz. 
Daniel  Parris,  Lemuel  Griffith  and  Edward 
Vail.  The  graud  list  of  the  town  amounted 
to  £5570. 

The  census  of  1800  shows  the  population 
of  the  town  to  have  been  1487,  a  gain  of  281 
in  9  years,  by  which  we  can  see  that  rapid 
progress  had  been  made  in  the  settlement  of 
the  town.  At  that  time  nearly  every  part  of 
the  town  was  settled,  the  farms  cleared  up 
and  under  cultivation  ;  3  saw-mills  had  been 
built  and  considerable  progress  made  in  the 
erection  of  framed  houses.  Roads  had  been 
built  in  nearly  every  direction  ;  2  churches 
had  become  established ;  and  2  stores  and 
3  hotels  were  in  operation.  There  were  but 
two  dwelling-houses  at  Danby  Borough,  at 
that  time,  and  one  hotel  kept  by  Bradford 
Barnes  but  it  was  very  thickly  settled  along 
Otter  Creek,  north  of  the  village.  The  cen- 
tral part  of  the  town,  in  the  vicinity  of  Dan- 
by 4  Corners,  and  south  from  there,  was  at 
that  time  the  most  thickly  settled.  A  settle- 
ment had  been  commenced  on  what  is  now 
known  as  "Dutch  Hill,"  by  Henry  Signor 
and  others.  A  large  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants had  settled  in  the  little  village,  and  a 
few  had  located  themselves  in  the  "  Ox-bow." 
That  portion  of  the  town  known  as  "  Brom- 
ley hollow,"  and  "  South  America,"  had  also 
become  quite  thickly  settled,  and  the  town 
was  in  a  nourishing  condition, 

LIST  OF  THE  FREE3IEN,  HADE  IN  1300. 

Benjamin  Kelly,  Joseph  Irish,  Hatsel  Kel- 
ley,  Abel  Irish,  Gideon  Irish,  Enoch  Congoi, 
David  Irish,  Benjamin  Sherman,  Jacob  Wynn, 
David  Irish,  jr.,  Ebenezor  Smith,  John  Har- 
rington, Richard  Calkins,  Stephen  Calkins, 
Alexander  Barrett,  William  Lewis,  William 
Cook,  Deliverance  Rogers,  Gershom  Congor, 
Isaac  Wilber,  James  Nichols,  Rufus  Rogers, 
Joseph  Ross,  Abraham  Brown,  Nathan  Smith, 
James  Bates,  Joseph  Bates,  Nicholas  Cook, 
Sylvanus  Cook,  John  Barlow,  Jacob  Shippee, 
Henry  Wilbur,  Daniel  Southwick,  George 
C>ok,  Nathaniel  Harrington,  Henry  Chase, 
Ishmael  Matteson,  Elisha  Southwick,  Charles 
Wells.  Charles  Nichols,  John  Rogers,  Anthony 
Nichols,  Ezokiel  Ballard,  Joseph  Button, 
Thomas  Potter,  Jacob  Bartlett,  Nathaniel 
Wait,  Joseph  Rogers,  James  Soulo,  Obadiah 
Edmunds,  Jonathan  Wood,  Dan'l  Cook,  Mat- 
thew Wing,  Matthew  Wing,  jr. .Timothy  Bail, 
jr.,  Crispin  Bull,  Joseph  Bull,  Zoeth  Allen, 
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John  Allen,  Bradford  Barnes,  Lemuel  Griffith, 
Elisha  Fish,  Stephen  Rogers,  David  Griffith, 
John  H.  Andrus,  Jonathan  Irish,  jr.,  Peter 
Lewis,  Abel  Haskins,  John  Sealey,  David 
Nichols,  Rufus  Colvin,  Darius  Lobdell,  Hen- 
ry Frost,  Micajah  Weed,  Cha.  Phillips,  John 
Harrington,  jr.,  Pardon  Kelly,  Jonathan 
Seley,  Stephen  Sava,  Abner  Blackmore, 
Sampson  Harrington,  Adam  Johnston,  Peter 
Harrington,  Miner  Hilliard,  Thomas  Griffith 
Jonathan  Griffith,  Nathan  Lapham,  Moses 
Keith,  Samuel  Dow,  Seth  Wood,  Joel  Micks, 
James  Bowling,  Abraham  Staples,  Daniel 
Sherman,  Daniel  Cook,  Isaac  Ballard,  Nathan 
Ballard,  Joseph  Harris,  Henry  D.  Hitt,  Snow 
Randall,  Constant  Viol,  Levi  Thornton, 
Richard  Chatsey,  George  Griffith,  Levi  Sher- 
man, Thomas  Harrington,  jr.,  Noah  Wood, 
Isahad  Thayer,  Prince  Allen,  Asa  Brown, 
Daniel  Brown,  Daniel  Parris,  John  Fay, 
Elisha  Brown,  Parris  Brown,  Reuben  Fisk, 
John  Allen,  jr.,  John  Buxton,  Joshua  Colvin, 
Amo3  Colvin,  Caleb  Parris,  William  Ed- 
munds, Charles  Kingsbury,  Peter  Wooden, 
Isaac  Rogers,  Benjamin  Thompson,  Nathan 
Spaulding,  Caleb  Phillips,  Amos  Brown,  Dan- 
iel Kelley,  John  Northrup,  Israel  Phillips, 
Titu\3  Colvin,  Timothy  Buxton,  John  Lewis, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Thomas  Harrington,  Paul 
Hulett,  Ezekiel  Smith,  John  Sayles,  Reuben 
Colvin,  Elkanah  Parris,  Ebenezer  Nichols, 
Amasa  Smith,  David  Gil  more,  Bethuel  Brom- 
ley, Reuben  White,  Jacob  Eddy,  Hosea  Eddy, 
John  Palmer,  Henry  Ilerrick,  jr.,  Na- 
than Weller,  Gardner  Harrington,  John 
Weller,  Richard  Latten,  Jonathan  Irish,  Jon- 
athan Staples,  Edmund  Potter,  Jonathan 
Remmington,  Elisha  Harrington,  Jabeth 
Matteson,  Andrew  White,  Levi  Taft,  Henry 
Signor,  Bcnoni  Fisk,  Benjamin  Fisk,  Oliver 
Thayer,  David  Matte>on,  Job  King,  Joseph 
King,  Daniel  Hill,  Abel  Horton,  Joseph 
Armstrong,  David  Corastock,  Stephen  Wil- 
liams, Hosea  Williams,  Daniel  Bromley, 
Henry  Clark,  Stephen  Colvin,  Caleb  Colvin, 
Dennis  Canfield,  Luther  Colvin,  John  Clark, 
Nathan  Clark,  Moses  Vail,  Ephraim  Seley, 
Harris  Otis,  Rosweil  Dart,  Edmund  Grin- 
man,  William  Lee,  Seth  Cook,  Aaron  Hill, 
John  Hill,  Elisha  Tryon,  William  Bromley, 
jr.,  William  Bromley,  John  Signor,  Jacob 
Lewis,  Gilbert  Palmer,  Edward  Vail,  Elihu 
Sherman,  Nathan  Saulesbury,  II-nry  Ilerrick, 
James  Conkright,  Daniel  Kernrningtou,  Joseph 
Remmington,  John  Johnson,  Lot  Harrington, 
Oliver  Harrington. 


The  foregoing  is  supposed  to  be  an  ac- 
curate list  of  the  freemen  in  town  at  that 
time.  We  find  by  comparison,  that  there  are 
59  names  found  upon  the  roll  of  1773,  which 
are  not  found  upon  the  roll  of  1800,  some  of 
whom  had  removed  from  town,  and  others 
had  died 

Below  will  be  found  a  list  of  names  taken 
from  rolls  made  at  intervening  periods,  and 
which  are  not  found  upon  either  of  the  other 
rolEs,  showing  who  had  been  residents  of  the 
town  previous  to  1S00,  but  had  passed  off. 

Caleb  Clark,  Moses  Clark,  Joseph  Carr, 
Sinaeon  Holton,  Enoch  Eddy,  Phillip  Griffith, 
Dasntel  Hulett,  William  Harrington,  John 
White,  Henry  Wilbur,  Christopher  Sherman, 
John  Russell,  Gideon  Barnum,  Abraham 
Chase,  John  Broughton,  Solomon  B  iker, 
Timothy  Barnum,  Samuel  Irish,  John  Saftord, 
Joseph  Searle,  Zebulon  Sprague,  Israel  Seley, 
Caleb  Morey,  David  Carrish,  William  Louin, 
Matteson  Taft,  Piia  Adams,  Philander  Bar- 
rett. 

Tiiiere  are  but  few  of  those  men  now  living, 
less  than  half  a  dozen  perhaps,  over  whose 
hea'ls  the  winters  of  four  score  years  and  ten 
hav«  passed. 

Tine  annual  town  meeting  of  1801,  was  held 
at  the  Methodist  meeting-house  which  stood 
west  of  the  Corners,  Ezekiel  Ballard,  moder- 
ator. Elward  Vail,  Henry  Ilerrick,  jr.,  and 
Stephen  Williams,  were  appointed  tc  settle 
with  the  selectmen,  and  to  see  if  the  trustees 
had  properly  laid  out  a  certain  sum  of  money, 
appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  repairing 
the  meeting- house.  It  was  voted  not  to  allow 
horses,  sheep  nor  swine  to  run  at  large.  There 
were  some  alterations  male  that  year  in  the 
4th  and  5th  school-districts.  The  annuad 
town  meeting  of  1S02,  was  also  held  at  the 
meeting-house,  Jonathan  Seley,  moderator. 

There  were  20  highway  surveyors  appoint- 
ed that  year,  and  another  pound  was  built 
on  tike  farm  of  Adam  John-on. 

A  town  meeting  was  held  Jan.  30,  1804, 
Jared  Lobdell,  moderator,  at  which  it  was 
voted  to  assess  a  tax  of  rive  mills  on  the 
grand  list  of  1S03.  to  pay  the  indebtedness  of 
the  town,  by  which  we  would  infer  the 
town  was  not  badly  in  debt  at  this  time. 
The  annual  town  meeting  of  lb04,  was  held 
at  the  house  of  Jonathan  Seley,  Abel  Horton, 
moderator.  It  was  voted  to  have  5  selectmen 
who  would  strve  the  town  free  of  charge. 
Abel  Horton,  John  II.    Andrus,  Obadiah 


DANBY. 


593 


Edmunds,  Barton  Bromley  and  Hosea  Wil- 
h  v.na  were  elected,  and  a  committee  to  make 
alterations  in  school  districts  was  appointed 
consisting  of  Roheth  Allen,  Hosea  Williams, 
and  Nathan  Saulsbury,  also  another  commit- 
tee, Jonathan  Seley,  and  Edward  Vail,  to  as- 
sist the  county  committee  in  laying  out  a 
county  road  through  the  town. 

In  1S05,  in  consequence  of  the  drought 
which  occurred,  crops  were  generally  a  failure 
which  caused  considerable  suffering  among  the 
inhabitants  the  following  winter  and  spring. 
A  special  town  meeting  was  held  in  the 
spring  of  1806,  at  the  house  of  Henry  Herrick, 
jr.,  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  select- 
men to  collect  the  rents  then  due  on  the  glebe- 
land,  Edward  Vail  moderator.  From  the 
general  list  of  the  town  in  1S06,  we  find  there- 
were  202  polls,  52*39  1-2  acres  of  improved 
land,  and  84  houses,  the  assessment  upon 
which,  and  other  property,  amounted  to 
$  28,876.52.  It  was  the  law  at  that  time  to 
add  a  two  fold  assessment  to  the  amount  of 
grand  list.  Militia  men  and  cavalry  horses 
were  exempt  from  taxation.  The  annua! 
town  meeting  of  1807,  was  held  at  the  meet- 
ing-house, Daniel  Parris  moderator. 

In  1809,  the  annual  town  meeting  was  held 
at  the  inn  of  Henry  Herrick,  jr.,  John  H. 
Andrus,  moderator.  A  town  tax  of  five  mills 
on  the  dollar  was  voted  for  that  year,  and  a 
board  of  school  trustees  was  elected  con- 
sisting of  Amos  Brown,  Abel  Horton,  John 
Lobdel,  Nathan  Saulsbury,  Edward  Vail, 
Jonathan  Seley,  Aaron  Rogers,  Hosea  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  Irish  for  the  9  districts,  one 
man  in  each,  whose  duty  it  was  to  make 
such  alterations  in  the  districts  as  they 
deemed  proper.  A  new  and  tenth  district 
was  laid  out  that  year.  The  annual  meeting 
of  1810  was  also  held  at  the  inn  of  Henry 
Herrick,  jr.,  Abel  Horton,  moderator.  Town 
office  was  not  very  profitable  in  those  times, 
as  but  small  charges  were  allowed  for  ser- 
vices. Listers  and  selectmen  were  seldom 
allowed  over  $  5  for  their  services  during  the 
year. 

In  1810,  the  population  of  the  town  was 
1730,  a  gain  of  213  in  10  years,  and  there  had 
been  rapid  increase  of  business  during  that 
time.  The  Corners  had  become  considerably 
of  a  business  place.  There  were  two  stores, 
one  kept  by  James  M.  Daniels,  and  the  other  I 
by  James  Weeks.  Jazniah  Barret  was  also 
in  trade  south  of  the  Corners.    There  were 


two  hotels,  one  kept  by  Elisha  Brown,  and 
the  other  by  Henry  Herrick,  jr.  There  was 
also  a  blacksmith  shop,  besides  other  smail 
establishments.  Several  large  manufacturing 
establishments  had  sprung  up  in  different 
parts  of  the  town ;  among  these  was  the 
woolen  factory  of  Jonathan  Barrett,  the 
trip-hammer  of  David  Bartlett  and  Isaac 
South  wick,  for  the  manufacture  of  edge  tools, 
and  a  tannery  at  the  Borough,  of  Peleg 
Nichols,  Hosea  Williams  and  Bradford 
Barnes.  There  were  also  several  saw-mills 
in  operation,  supplying  the  inhabitants  with 
lumber  ;  and  two  grist-mills.  Ten  years  had 
also  witnessed  some  change  in  the  settlement 
at  the  Borough.  Several  new  houses  had 
been  built,  and  a  hotel  was  kept  by  Augustus 
Mulford.  Two  stores  were  in  operation  there, 
by  Hosea  Williams  and  Jesse  Laphara,  and 
doing  good  business.  Quite  a  settlement  had 
sprung  up  at  Scottsville,  and  a  tannery  was 
carried  on  by  Daniel  Healey.  There  were 
put  into  the  list  of  that  year,  206  polls,  8113 
acres  of  improved  land,  171  houses,  4  stores, 
124  oxen,  1954  cows,  and  390  horses. 

The  March  meeting  of  1811  was  held  at 
the  inn  of  Henry  Herrick,  jr.,  Jared  Lobdel, 
moderator.  It  was  voted  to  assess  a  tax  of 
five  mills  on  the  grand  list  of  1810,  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  town.  A  committee, 
Abel  Horton,  Alexander  Barrett  and  Jared 
Lobdel,  was  appointed  to  settle  with  the 
treasurer,  and  one  consisting  of  Edward 
Vail,  Jonathan  Seley  and  Jared  Lobdel,  to 
settle  with  the  selectmen.  A  town  meeting 
was  held  Jan.  6,  1812,  at  the  meeting-house, 
Nathan  Weiler,  clerk  pro  tern.,  at  wh  ch  it 
was  voted  to  establish  the  several  school  dis- 
tricts as  they  then  were;  and  a  committee, 
Hosea  Williams,  Moses  White,  Job  King, 
Nathan  Saulesbury,  Nathan  Weiler,  Miner 
Hilliard,  Joseph  Button,  Hosea  Barnes,  Hat- 
sel  Kelley  and  Sylvanus  Cook,  were  appoint- 
ed to  ascertain  the  lines  of  the  districts,  and 
make  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  in 
March;  which  report  was  made  and  accepted. 
John  II.  Andrus  was  moderator,  in  1513,  and 
a  tax  of  eight  mills  on  the  dollar  was  voted. 
Abraham  Locke  was  moderator  of  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  1814,  and  David  Griffith, 
Alexander  Barrett,  and  Paul  Hulett,  chosen 
to  settle  with  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  and 
with  the  treasurer.  In  1S1.">,  the  town  was 
divided  into  25  highway  districts,  and  a  tax 
of  five  mills  on  the  dollar  vote  1,  to  pay  the 
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expenses  of  keeping  the  poor,  and  other 
charges.    Caleb  Parris,  moderator. 

The  largest  population  the  town  ever  had, 
was  about  the  year  1815,  and  probably  that 
was  the  most  prosperous  period  in  the  exist- 
ence oi'  Dan  by.  There  were  but  four  towns 
in  the  county  having  a  greater  population  at 
that  time,  and  none  with  the  same  number 
of  inhabitants  outrivaling  it  in  business  in- 
terests. 

A  period  of  50  years  had  then  elapsed 
since  the  settlement  of  the  town,  and  per- 
haps it  would  be  well,  at  this  stage  of  our 
history,  to  notice  the  changes  which  had 
been  made  in  the  affairs  of  the  town,  during 
this  half  a  century,  and  also  the  changes 
which  were  still  going  on.  There  had  been 
two  destructive  wars  with  the  mother  coun- 
try— the  Revolution,  and  that  of  1812,  just 
closed.  We  had  also  passed  through  that 
relentless  struggle  with  New  York,  which 
raged  until  1790. 

The  local  government  within  that  time- 
had  been  variously  modified.  Previous  to 
1779,  the  affairs  of  the  town  were  managed 
by  the  committees  of  safety,  after  which  they 
were  subject  to  the  State  government,  and 
many  changes  have  been  made.  The  war 
from  which  we  had  just  emerged,  had  pro- 
duced a  bad  effect  upon  the  country.  In 
dustry  was  paralyzed,  property  depreciated, 
and  banks  were  broken;  and  as  many  had 
contracted  debts  during  the  war,  and  were 
now  unable  to  meet  them,  many  went  to  jail, 
and  those  who  could  not  "  swear  out,"  gave 
bail  and  secured  the  liberty  of  the  yard. 

Many  of  the  rude  cabins  of  the  first  set- 
tlers were  without  doors,  and  without  floors, 
with  no  cellars.  We  cannot  truly  picture  to 
ourselves  those  rude  dwellings  with  bark 
roofs,  through  which  the  storrn  would  beat, 
and  around  which  wild  animals  would  howl 
by  night;  how  scanty,  too,  were  the  provi- 
sions and  furniture,  and  household  articles. 
Fifty  year3  had  witnessed  a  change  m  all 
these  circumstances.  The  people  were  no 
longer  obliged  to  go  15  or  20  miles  to  mill, 
on  hor.-eback,  and  sometimes  on  foot.  The 
age  of  pewter  plates  and  woo  len  benches  for 
seats  had  passed.  They  could  now  he  abund- 
antly supplied  with  bread  and  moat,  and 
children  were  not  obliged^  as  is  former  times, 
to  go  barefoot  the  year  round.  Flax  and 
wool  were  now  raised,  and  the  spinning- 
wheel  and  looms  set  in  motion,  the  music  of 


which  was  common  in  every  household, 
These  are  some  of  the  changes  which  ha  i 
taken  place  previous  to  1316. 

Some  trouble  had  now  arisen,  concerning 
the  right  of  the  town  to  hold  town  meetm 
in  the  Methodist  meeting- house,  and  on  a 
petition  signed  by  Miner  Hillard,  Caleb  Par- 
ris,  Abel  Horton,  Dennis  Canfieldand  other", 
a  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  inn  of  Ni<  - 
olas  Jenks,  May  8,  1816,  William  Hitt,  mod- 
erator; and  the  selectmen  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  ascertain  what  right,  if  any,  the 
town  had  in  the  meeting-house,  and  make  a 
report  at  the  next  annual  meeting,  James* 
McDaniels  and  Aaron  Rogers,  were  appointed 
to  examine  the  case  of  Paul  Hulett,  who  had 
petitioned  to  be  set  to  another  school  district, 
and  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  set  up 
4  guide  boards  at   suitable  places  in  the 
town.    A  special  town  meeting  was  also  held 
at  the  house  of  Nichohvs  Jenks,  Oct.  C'th, 
Abraham  Locke,  moderator,  and  Moses  Ward 
elected  first  constable  and  collector,  to  nil 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Isaac 
VaiL  This  was  also  the  cold  summer.  Gram 
and  grass  were  a  complete  failure,  and  hut 
very  little  corn  being  raised  in  town  there 
was  great  destitution  the  following  winter 
and  spring.    We  are  told  that  people  wero 
reduced  to  the  last  extremity,  and  many 
cattle  perished.    In  1820,  we  find  the  popu- 
lation 1607,  and  at  the  March  meeting,  1820, 
the  town  voted  to  relinquish  all  right  and 
title  which  it  had  in  the  Methodist  meetm'-; 
"house  to  Barton  Bromley.    Town  and  free- 
man's meetings  were  held  at  the  inn  of  Ar- 
win  Hutchins,  from  1824  to  '25.  In  1826,  th<> 
meeting  was  held  at  the  inn  of  Nicholas  Jenk*, 
and  David  Griffith,  Ilosea  Barnes  and  David 
Kelley  were  appointed  a  committee  to  mako 
alterations  in  school  districts,  and  James  Mc- 
Daniels an  agent  to  manage  a  law  suit  th«'Q 
pending  between  Dauby  and  Dorset.  In  1827, 
David  Youngs,  Joseph  Allen  and  Edwaid 
Vail,  jr.,  were  appointed   overseers  of  th«i 
poor,  and  a  tax  of  four  cents  on  the  dollar 
was  raised  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  town. 
William  Hitt  was  moderator  of  tiie  annu  il 
meeting  of  1828,  held  at  the  inn  of  E[i 
j  Gilmore  at  the  Corners.    Andrus  Eggleston, 
i  Aaron  Rogers,  jr.,  Harris  Otis,  John  VaiJ 
'  Husea  Barnes,  Israel  Richardson  and  Alvah 


Bull,  a  school  commit 


it  was  voted  t)  liv«i 


j  all  delinquent  town  ohicers  who  were  in 
i  rears  with  the  town  three  months  to 
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th«?jr  accouuts  with  the  treasurer,  and  it  not 
»«ttled  within  that  time,  the  treasurer,  was 
direcie-1  to  take  legal  measures  to  collect  the 
same.  March  31,  1S29,  a  town  meeting  wa- 
held  at  the  inn  of  Samuel  Harnden,  David 
Youngs,  moderator  ;  Israel  B.  Richardson, 
Abraham  Locke,  Alvah  Bull,  Isaac  South- 
wick  and  Andrus  Eggleston,  committee,  for 
the  examination  of  schools  and  teachers. 

The  population  of  the  town  in  1830  was 
136:2,  showing  a  decrease  of  245.  The  town 
meeting  was  held  at  the  inn  of  Samuel  Harn- 
den,  Alexander  Barrett,  moderator;  the  sur- 
veyors were  increased  to  26 ;  Caleb  Paris, 
Harris  Otis  and  Alexander  Barret,  appoint 
ed  to  settle  with  the  selectmen  and  treasurer. 
In  1813,  the  town  appointed  Alvah  Bull,  Ira 
M.  Frazer,  Joel  M,  Rogers  and  Isaac  South- 
wick,  to  superintend  common  schools  ;  Alex- 
ander Barrett,  James  Mc  Daniel  and  Harris 
Otis,  to  correspond  with  other  towns,  in 
reference  to  building  a  poor-house,  if  thought 
best,  and  make  report  at  the  meeting. 

The  annual  meeting  of  1832  was  held  at 
the  inn  of  Bethuel  Bromley,  Caleb  Parris, 
moderator.  It  was  voted  to  pay  the  collector 
of  taxes  five  per  cent  for  collecting,  and  have 
no  abatements  allowed,  on  either  State  or 
town  tax  bills.  A  tax  of  one  per  cent.,  was 
voted  for  the  support  of  the  poor,  and  other 
town  expenses  ;  and  a  tax  of  2  per  cent,  in 
addition  to  what  was  required  by  law  for 
the  repairs  of  highways  and  bridges,  and 
"William  Bassett,  Andrus  Eggleston,  Joel  M. 
Rogers,  and  Rial  Fisk,  were  appointed  a  su- 
perintending committee  for  common  schools 
for  1833, 

In  1834,  the  town  voted  to  build  a  Town 
House  to  be  located  between  the  dwelling 
house  of  Seley  Vail  and  the  dwelling  house 
of  John  Vail  and  raise  $  350,  for  building 
eaid  house.  John  Vail,  Daniel  Bartbtt,  Aza- 
riah  Hilliard,  Elisha  Lapham  and  Edward 
Vail,  were  a  committee  to  contract  and  su- 
perintend the  building.  Another  meeting 
was  held,  May  10th,  to  change  the  location 
of  the  town  house  and  granting  individuals 
the  privilege  of  extending  the  ho^e,  so  as  to 
accommodate  the  inhabitants  in  holding 
meeting}  for  public  worship  but  not  to  in- 
fringe upon  the  right  of  the  town.  It  was 
voted  not  to  change  the  location,  and  not  to 
allow  individuals  the  privilege  of  using  the 
town  house,  for  the  purpose  named. 

The  town  house  was  built  and  completed 


in  1835,  and  the  annual  town  meeting,  ji 
1836,  held  there,  David  Youngs,  moderator. 
The  selectmen  were  authorized  to  sell  the  i 
volumes  of  the  Vermont  Reports,  and  the  17 
volumes  of  Revised  Laws,  belonging  tj  the 
town,  at  public  auction. 

In  1S37,  Congress  made  a  provision  to  de- 
posit with  the  several  Siates,  the  accumulat- 
ed surplus  money  in  the  Treasury.  T.:e 
share  of  this  town  was  $3,013.14.  The 
towns,  by  a  provision  of  our  State  Legisla- 
ture, were  to  loan  the  money  on  good  secu- 
rity and  apply  the  income  to  the  support  of 
common  schools.  This  fund  was  to  be  dis- 
tributed every  10  years,  among  the  towns  :n 
proportion  to  their  then  population.  As  the 
population  of  this  town  has  decreased  since 
then,  a  certain  portion  of  the  original  sura 
has  been  withdrawn.  In  1S56,  the  fund  was 
taken  to  pay  the  indebtedness  of  the  town. 
The  State  still  holds  a  lien  on  this  money, 
whenever  it  shall  be  required  for  a  re-disiri- 
bution  among  the  towns,  or  for  repayment 
into  the  United  States  treasury. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  1838,  Joel  M. 
Rogers  was  appointed  overseer  of  the  poor, 
and  Aaron  Rogers  a  committee  to  confer 
with  other  towns  in  reference  to  building  a 
poor  house.  Many  farmers,  and  others  in 
this  town,  suffered  severely  during  the  finan- 
cial crisis  of  1830.  The  "  credit  system" 
proved  disastrous  to  business  men,  and  many 
were  largely  in  debt.  This  caused  a  sr-2.z 
decline  in  business  here,  for  several  years. 

The  population  in  1840  was  1379,  about 
the  same  as  1830.  John  C.  White  was  mod- 
erator of  the  annual  meeting  of  1841,  a: 
which  Ira  Edmunds  was  appointed  agent  to 
prosecute  and  defend  law  suits  for  the  town, 
the  first  who  occupied  that  office.  A  town 
meeting  was  held  Oct.  27th,  1841,  David 
Youngs,  moderator,  and  William  Otis  was 
elected  town  clerk  and  treasurer,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Edward 
Vail,  jr.,  who  had  occupied  the  office  since  1837. 

At  a  freeman's  meeting  held  the  2d  day  of 
November,  1842,  Galen  J.  Locke  was  ap- 
pointed a  delegate  to  attend  a  convention  t--> 
be  held  at  Montpe!ier,  on  the  first  We  Ines- 
day  in  January,  following,  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  into  consideration,  certain  amen  1- 
ments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  pro- 
posed by  the  Council  of  Censor-.  The  town 
instructed  their  delegate  not  to  vote  for  *.  -i 
proposed  amendment. 


590 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


G.  J.  Locke  was  moderator  of  the  annual 
town  meeting  of  1S43,  and  the  first  consta- 
ble wad  voted  the  jurisdiction  of  the  County. 
There  was  greater  destitution  prevailing  in 
town,  between  1840  and  1350,  than  at  any 
former  period.  It  was  costing  the  town  at 
that  time,  not  le^s  than  $  500  per  year  to 
support  the  poor,  which  was  the  principal 
expense  incurred  by  the  town.  In  1S45,  the 
number  of  highway  districts  was  increased 
to  27. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  1S46,  Marcus 
Bartlett  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
common  schools — the  first  who  occupied  that 
office  in  this  town.  A  proposition  was  made 
to  build  a  new  road,  leading  from  the  Has- 
kin's  Mill,  to  Danby  Borough,  but  the  town 
voted  not  to  take  any  action  thereon. 

Feb.  8,  1S53,  a  town  meeting  was  held — 
Edia  Baker,  moderator — for  the  purpose  of 
voting  upon  the  Liquor  Law,  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  legislature,  as  required  by 
said  act.  Votes  cast,  193 ;  in  favor  of  the 
law,  112,  not  in  favor,  81. 

The  following  resolution  was  read  and 
adopted  at  the  annual  meeting  of  1356,  viz. 

Resolved,  The  selectmen  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  borrow  the  surplus  money  of  the 
trustees,  at  6  per  cent,  interest,  and  pay  it 
into  the  town  treasury,  taking  the  treasurer's 
receipt  therefor,  and  the  treasurer  is  also  in- 
structed to  pay  the  same  out  on  town  orders, 
the  same  as  he  would  any  other  funds  in  his 
hands  agreeable  to  law. 

The  trustee  was  instructed  to  collect  in  the 
deposit  money,  on  or  before  the  20th  day  of 
August  following.  The  town  instructed  the 
selectmen,  at  this  meeting,  to  confer  with 
other  towns  in  reference  to  purchasing  a 
town  farm.  A  special  town  meeting  was 
held  April  19th,  Miner  Hilliard,  moderator, 
to  see  if  the  town  would  give  the  selectmen 
authority  to  borrow  the  United  States  deposit, 
money,  to  defray  the  common  expenses  of 
the  town,  and  it  was  voted  not  to  give  the 
selectmen  that  authority.  At  another  town 
meeting  held  the  6th  day  of  May,  following, 
the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  borrow  the 
United  States  depo.-it  money  of  the  trustees, 
in  accordance  with  the  resolution  passed  at 
the  last  annual  town  meeting  in  March,  and 
pledge  the  credit  of  the  town  for  the  sam^, 
with  annual  interest.  At  this  meeting  a 
committee  consisting  of  Nelson  Randall, 
H.  F.  Otis  and  John  Bromley,  was  appointed 
to  make  alteration*  in  school  districts. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  Sept,  2,  1356, 


Spencer  Green,  moderator,  Warren  Vaug  t~ 
was  elected  trustee  of  surplus  money,  to  til] 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Aa.- 
asa  Bancroft. 

At  the  town  meeting  of  1858,  the  select- 
men were  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pense of  repairing  the  basement  of  the  church 
at  the  Corners,  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
town  meetings,  a^so  repairing  the  town  house. 
A  special  town  meeting  was  held  for  that 
purpose,  Apr.  3,  1358,  Miner  Hilliard,  ni  it- 
erator. A  resolution  was  presented  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  church,  stating  on  what 
terms  the  town  should  have  said  basement 
story,  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  The  basement  story  of  the  church 
at  Danby  Four  Corners,  is  out  of  repair,  and 

Whereas,  The  upper  part  of  said  church 
would  be  much  better  preserved  by  keepiug 
the  basement  in  good  repair.  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  that  the 
selectmen  of  the  town  of  Danby,  will  put  no 
good  window  blinds  to  all  the  windows  of 
said  basement,  and  also  construct  the  neces- 
sary fixtures  for  warming  said  basement,  and 
find  a  good  and  suitable  stove,  and  put  su st- 
able seats  around  the  walls  of  said  basement 
and  keep  the  room  in  good  repair,  the  people 
of  said  town  shall  have  the  use  of  said  base- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  holding  town  meet- 
ings therein,  during  the  pleasure  of  said  town. 

And  further  Resolved,  That  G.  J.  Locke, 
Lyman  R.  Fisk  and  Miner  Hilliard,  be  a 
committee  to  confer  with  the  selectmen. 

It  was  voted  to  accept  of  the  proposition 
of  the  society.  At  an  adjourned  meeting 
held  the  same  day  in  the  basement  of  the 
church  at  the  Corners,  the  selectmen  were 
instructed  to  dispose  of  the  old  town  house 
to  the  best  advantage. 

The  town  meeting  of  1359  was  held  at  the 
town  hall,  and  a  tax  of  25  per  cent  was  voted. 
The  report  of  the  selectmen  was  printed  this 
year  for  the  first  time.  In  accordance  with 
the  instructions  given  them  at  the  above 
meeting,  the  selectmen  purchased  a  town 
farm  of  John  Bromley,  for  $  4,000.  A  large 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  town  were  op- 
posed to  this  project,  and  agreeably  to  a 
petition  signed  by  Obadiah  Edmunds  and 
others,  a  town  meeting  was  held  on  the  Tin 
of  May  to  see  if  the  town  would  appoint  an 
agent  to  sell  the  town  farm.  The  ballot 
gave  votes  to  appoint  an  agent,  47 ;  not  to 
appoint  an  agent,  109.  The  course  pursued 
by  the  town  previous  to  that  time  was  to 
dispose  of  the  poor  to  those  who  would  ajr-^e 
to  keep  them  for  the  least  money.  By  this 
means  they  were  scattered  one  or  two  in  a 
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5  m»,  iini  oitea  kept  by  unfit  persons.  Tin-, 
outrage  to  humanity  became  intolerable,  and 
t;-;.»  people  becoming  awakened  to  the  inhu- 
gsi*mty  of  such  a  course,  it  resulted  in  the 
purchase  of  a  farm,  which  is  conceded  by 
almost  every  one  to  have  proved  a  success. 

The  population  of  1860  was  1419,  being 
119  less  than  that  of  1S50.  This  falling  oif 
jn  our  population,  was  caused  by  a  decline 
ia  manufactures,  and  other  business.  The 
riilroad  had  a  tendency  to  build  up  the  town 
q  iite  rapidly  for  several  years,  but  its  fail- 
ure in  1S57,  had  a  crushing  effect  upon  the 
b  isiness  of  the  town,  by  ruining  many  of 
our  business  men,  and  stock-holders  lost 
quite  heavily.  The  marble  business  was  in 
a  flourishing  condition  at  that  time,  and 
eorae  of  those  engaged  in  it  had  invested 
heavily  in  railroad  stock,  and  by  losing  this 
were  unable  to  proceed  in  their  business, 
which  finally  passed  into  other  hands,  and 
Las  not  been  carried  on  so  extensively  since. 

The  town  had  incurred  some  considerable 
expense  for  the  past  10  or  15  years,  in  build- 
ing highways,  doubtless  greater  than  at  any 
former  period.  There  is  probably  no  town 
in  the  State  having  a  greater  number  of 
roads,  not  many  of  which  were  located  on 
the  line  of  lots,  but  seem  to  have  been  laid 
where  it  best  suited  the  convenience  of  the 
inhabitants,  or  the  nature  of  the  ground.  At 
[■resent  the  roads  run  in  every  conceivable 
direction,  winding  through  the  valleys  and 
over  the  hills.  The  main  roads  were  formerly 
kid  4:  rods  wide,  the  others  3  rods 

The  peculiar  direction  of  the  water  courses 
through  the  town  renders  a  large  number  of 
bridges  necessary.  Bridges  were  formerly 
built  by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  several 
highway  districts,  but  for  the  past  30  or  40 
years,  the  expense  of  building  bridges  has 
devolved  upon  the  grand  list.  There  are  no 
less  than  30  public  bridges  in  town,  besides  a 
large  number  of  smaller  ones. 

C.  H.  Congdon  %vas  moderator  of  the  an- 
nual town  meeting  of  1S60,  at  which  it  was 
voted  to  raise  a  town  tax  of  25  per  ceut.  to 
pay  the  indebtedness  of  the  town  for  the 
year  ensuing.  The  following  resolution  was 
offered  and  adopted  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
1^61  : 

Resolved,  That  the  selectmen  be,  and  are 
hereby  instructed  to  procure  three  hundred 
1  -  of  their  annual  report,  to  be  printed 
a::d  circulated  among  the  legal  voters  of  the 
town. 


A  5pecial  town  meeting  was  held  Nov.  29, 
1862,  Edia  Baker,  moderator.  N.  L.  Baker 
was  elected  constable  to  fill  the  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  constable  and  collector.  In  1867, 
a  tax  of  110  per  cent,  was  voted,  which  the 
constable  agreed  to  collect  for  two  per  cent. 

The  following  propostion  was  made  to  the 
town  by  Laac  McDaniels,  which  was  ac- 
cepted : 

Whereas,  Gen.  Isaac  McDaniels,  formerly 
of  Dauby,  now  of  Rutland,  and  State  of  Ver- 
mont, has  offered  and  gives  to  said  town  of 
Danby,  the  generous  sum  of  •$  10  000.  by  an 
instrument  under  his  hand  and  seal,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy,  to  wit:  To  the 
Town  of  Danby,  County  of  Rutland  and  S'aie 
of  Vermont  .- 

I,  Isaac  McDaniels,  formerly  of  Danby,  now 
of  Rutland,  in  said  County,  propose  to  give 
and  hereby  give,  grant  and  transfer,  and 
deliver  to  said  town  of  Danby,  in  trust,  for 
the  support  of  common  schools  hereiuafrrr 
expressed,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars 
in  money,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  same  to 
said  town  of  Danby  forever,  upon  the  condi- 
tion, uses  and  trust  following,  to  wit: 

l<t.  That  the  said  town  of  Danby.  shall 
forever  keep  the  same  securely  invested  as  a 
fund,  distinct  and  separate  from  ail  other 
funds  and  property  of  the  town,  by  loans  or 
mortgage  of  unincumbered  real  estate  worth 
double  the  amount  invested,  exclusive  o: 
buildings,  or  in  stock  or  bonds  of  the  [Jaitel 
States  of  America,  or  of  some  one  or  more  of 
said  States;  and  in  ca«e  of  loss  of  t lie  whole, 
or  any  part  of  said  fund,  said  town  is  to  sup- 
ply the  same,  so  as  to  keep  said  principal 
fund  and  entire  at  said  sum  of  ten  thou-ani 
dollars. 

21.  To  distribute  and  pay  over  annua'Ir, 
forever,  on  the  first  days  of  April,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  the  annual  in- 
terest of  six  hundred  dollars,  and  procee  Is  ; 
said  fund  to  the  several  districts  in  said  town 
of  Danby,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
children  between  the  ages  of  four  and  twenty 
years,  belonging  to  each  district,  on  the  tirst 
day  of  the  next,  preceding  month  of  January 
of  each  year,  the  same  to  be  appropriated  and 
used  by  the  said  school  districts,  respectively, 
to  the  support  of  common  schools  therein. 

3d.  Should  the  said  town  of  Danby  fail  to 
comply  with  any  of  the  conditions,  or  perform 
any  of  the  trusts  herein  expressed,  then  said 
fund  is  to  revert  to  me,  or  to  my  legal  heirs. 

G.  J.  Locke  then  offered  the  following 
resolutions : 

dissolved,  That  the  selectmen  of  the  town 
of  Dauby  be  authorized  and  directed  to  exe- 
cute a  receipt  in  the  name  of  the  town,  to 
Gen.  Isaac  McDaniels  for  said  fund,  and  to 
express  to  him  the  gratitude  of  its  in:  tb- 
itams  for  the  noble  donation,  and  that  thesa 
proceedings  be  published  ia  Rutland  daily 
and  weekly  papers. 


598 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE 


This  fund  was  invested  in  State  bonds  and 
deposited  in  Rutland  Bank. 

We  noticed  an  increase  in  the  population 
of  the  town  up  to  the  year  1315,  since  which 
time,  there,  was  a  gradual  falling  off,  until 
1850.  From  1310  to  1310,  no  town  in  the 
county  with  the  same  number  of  inhabitants, 
outrivaled  us  in  business. 

The  building  of  the  Western  Vermont  Rail- 
road in  1851,  ushered  in  a  new  era  for  the 
town,  and  gave  a  new  impetus  to  all  the  in- 
drustrial  pursuits.  The  population  of  the 
town  increased,  greater  benefits  were  derived 
from  farming;  and  the  lumber,  marble  and 
other  mnnufacturing  interests,  rapidly  in- 
creased. Previous  to  this  the  marble  had  to 
be  carted  to  Comstock's  Landing,  by  teams, 
and  no  one  could  be  extensively  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business.  Danby  Borough  soon 
became  a  thriving  village,  while  business  was 
nearly  ruined  at  the  Corners. 

Hitherto  we  have  said  nothing  in  regard 
to  local  politics.  In  all  the  political  issues 
which  have  arisen,  the  people  of  this  town 
have  taken  an  active  part.  Party  spirit  ha* 
at  times  run  to  the  highest  pitch.  In  many 
cases  it  has  alienated  friends,  severed  the  bonds 
of  brotherhood  and  friendship,  and  has  ex- 
erted a  bad  influence  in  the  churches. 

The  close  of  the  Revolution  found  the  peo- 
ple nearly  united  in  sentiment  and  principles, 
with  Washington  as  a  leader;  but  the  estab- 
lishment of  our  Federal  Constitution  raised 
new  questions,  and  parties  were  formed, 
which  were  originally  called  Whig  and  Tory. 
Soon  new  issues  brought  into  existence  the 
Federal  and  Republican  or  Democraic  par- 
ties. From  40  years  following  the  establish- 
ment of  our  government,  this  town  was  near- 
ly evenly  balanced,  and  was  represented  by 
men  of  both  parties.  The  mutual  hostility 
shown  by  these  parties,  has  never  been  so 
great  as  during  the  political  conflicts  of  the 
past  30  years,  and  the  slavery  question  has 
been  the  leading  point  of  difference  here,  as 
well  as  elsewhere.  In  1823,  the  Antimason- 
ic  party  was  organized,  but  was  always  in  the 
minority.  Soon  after  1330,  the  Whig  party 
became  organized,  and  has  ever  had  a  major- 
ity in  this  town.  Since  then  there  has  been 
the  American  party,  organized  in  1355,  which 
was  in  the  ascendency  but  a  short  time,  and 
was  absorbed  by  the  other  parties.  In  all 
the  changes,  from  the  organization  of  the 


town,  up  to  the  present  time,  it  has  be».-o 
loyai  to  the  government. 

There  has  been  a  wonderful  change  in  th  > 
industrial  efforts  of  the  people  during  the 
past  40  years.  This  change  commenced  m 
early  as  1320,  when  people  made  their  own 
implements,  such  as  ox  bows,  ox-whips,  whip- 
stocks  &c,  by  hand.  While  the  men  work"'!, 
the  women  were  busy  at  the  looms,  or  at  tha 
wheel.  They  picked  their  own  wool,  spun 
their  own  yarn,  made  their  own  cloth, 
dipped  their  own  candles,  made  their  own 
chairs  and  baskets,  and  wove  their  own 
carpets. 

Agriculture  has  ever  been  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  the  leading  pursuit  in  this  town. 
Wheat  was  one  of  the  first  crops  raised.  The 
newly  cleared  land  yielded  a  rich  harvest. 
After  this  crop  began  to  diminish,  the  people 
fell  back  to  the  coarser  grains.  The  early 
settlers  paid  great  attention  to  fruit  growing. 
Apple-orchards  were  everywhere  planted, 
which  bore  plentifully  at  first;  pears,  plums, 
and  other  fruits,  were  also  raised  at  an  early 
day,  in  great  abundance.  Fruit  growing  is 
at  present  almost  a  failure  in  some  sections. 
Improvements,  however,  have  been  going  on 
in  different  parts  of  the  town  by  some,  in 
planting  orcnards  and  introducing  improved 
varieties  of  apples  and  pears.  It  is  conceded 
that  our  agricultural  interests  were  never  in 
a  more  flourishing  condition  than  at  present. 

Since  1S20,  by  the  failure  of  crops,  and 
decline  of  manufactures,  emigration  has  made 
a  heavy  drain  on  our  population.  Several 
considerable  settlements  in  different  parts 
of  the  town,  were  entirely  abandoned,  and 
highways  discontinued.  Many  emigrated  to 
the  Holland  Purchase,  and  others  to  Ohio 
and  further  West.  Several  towns  in  western 
New-York,  were  settled  entirely  by  people 
from  this  town,  and  in  several  of  the  Western 
States,  there  i3  hardly  a  town  that  doe3  not 
contain  a  representative  from  Danby. 

TOWN  CLERKS. 

Thomas  Rowley,  1769-  73;  Joseph  Soule, 
1773-  71;  Thomas  Rowley,  1774-  76;  William 
Bromlev,  1776~'80  ;  Thomas  Rowley,  1730; 
-83  ;  Wm.  Bromley,  1783-'8-r>  ;  Jacob  Eddy, 
17S5-'33;  Daniel  Sherman,  1 788-1)0;  Edward 
Vail,  1799-1820;  Stephen  Calkins,  lS20-'2lJ; 
John  182(3-o7;  Edward  Vail,  jr.,  1837-  41; 
Vail,  William  Otis,  18*1-49;  Galen  J.  Locke, 
1849-66;  J.  T.  Griffith,  18<}<W|7. 

Albert  Bucklin,  elected  in  1367,  is  the  pres- 
ent town  clerk. 
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TOWN  TREASURERS. 

Kathan  Weller,  1769-70;  Stephen  Calkins. 
1770-71;  Joseph  Earl,  1771—  72 ;  Nathan 
Weller,  1772-73;  Thomas  Rowley,  1773-74; 
G«orge  Wilbur,  1774-  75;  Joseph  Sprague, 
]77.V76;  Luther Colvin,  177*3— '77 ;  Stephen 
Calkins,  1777-81;  Edward  Vail,  1781-  83; 
Wi.liam  Bromley,  1783-'85;  Wing  Rogers, 
17>5-'86;  Peter  Lewis,  1786-90;  Edward 
Vail,  1790-1820;  Stephen  Calkins,  1820-'26; 
John  Vail,  1826-37  ;  Edward  Vail,  jr.,  1837 
-'41 ;  William  Otis,  1S41-49;  Galen  J.  Locke, 
1819-66;  J.  T.  Griffith,  lS66-'t>7. 

Albert  Bucklin,  elected  in  1867,  is  the 
present  town  treasurer. 
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Stephen  Calkins,  jr., 

2 

1814 

1815 

William  Mitt, 

3 

1814 

1816 

Moses  White, 

2 

1814 

1815 

Ira  Vail, 

1 

1816 

1816 

Caleb  Parris, 

3 

1817 

1819 

Moses  Ward, 

1 

1817 

1817 

Elijah  Bull, 

4 

1817 

1829 

Paul  Hulett, 

1 

1820 

1820 

Allen  Willis, 

2 

1820 

1821 

John  Vail, 

2 

1820 

1821 

Savid  Harriett, 

4 

1821 

1824 

David  Youngs, 

7 

1822 

1S23 

Daniel  Kelley, 

5 

1822 

1826 

Joseph  Allen, 

4 

1825 

1828 

Edward  Vail,  jr., 

6 

1827 

183S 

Ira  Edmunds, 

13 

1829 

1849 

Caleb  Parris,  2d, 

2 

1829 

1830 

John  C.  White, 

3 

1830 

1832 

Alexander  Barrett, 

3 

1S31 

1833 

Daniel  Bart  let  t, 

3 

1833 

1835 

Azariah  Hilliard, 

7 

1833 

1845 

Timothy  Reed, 

5 

1835 

1841 

Joel  M.  Rogers, 

3 

1836 

1838 

Daniel  Lapham, 

2 

1837 

1838 

William  Stirnson, 

2 

1839 

1840 

Aaron  Rogers, 

1 

1841 

1841 

Harvey  Parris, 

4 

1842 

1845 

Isaac  Wilbur, 

1 

1842 

1843 

John  Sherman, 

3 

1843 

1846 

Hiram  Kelley, 

3 

1845 

1847 

Edwin  Vail, 

1 

1846 

1846 

H.  F.  Otis, 

2 

1847 

1848 

Miner  Milliard, 

1 

1847 

1S47 

Linus  Edmunds, 

1 

1848 

1843 

Azariah  Hilliard,  2d, 

6 

1849 

1863 

Clark  Bull, 

1 

1849 

1849 

J.  T.  Griffith, 

2 

18-r,0 

1863 

Howell  Dillingham, 

2 

1850 

1866 

Albert  Bucklin, 

2 

1851 

1852 

Amasa  Bancroft, 

2 

1851 

1852 

Ira  Cook, 

2 

1851 

1352 

C.  H  Congdon, 

4 

1853 

1862 

Ira  H.  Vail, 

2 

1853 

1858 

Jolm  S.  Parris, 

5 

1854 

1861 

William  Otis, 

5 

is  55 

1868 

L.  R.  Fisk, 

1 

1855 

1855 

Thomas  Griffith, 

2 

1856 

1857 

Joseph  N.  Phillips, 

3 

1856 

1858 

Levi  Barrett, 

4 

1858 

1861 

Austin  S.  Baker, 

A 

4: 

loon 

William  Pierce, 

1 

1862 

1862 

L.  G.  Parris, 

O 

1864 

1865 

Hiram  Fisk, 

O 

1864 

1865 

,  J.  B.  Nichols, 

1 

1865 

1865 

Henry  Wilbur, 

3 

1866 

1808 

'  James  E.  Nichols, 

3 

1866 

1863 

GRAND  JUROKS. 

!  Stephen  Williams, 

3 

1778 

1801 

i  Henrv  FTerrick, 

1 

1780 

1780 

Israel  Seley, 

3 

1781 

1785 

1  Abel  Haskins, 

1 

1783 

1785 
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Kamti. 

Isaiah  Bull, 
William  Garrett, 
Wing  Rogers, 
Peter  Wilbur, 
John  Haviland. 
John  Vail,' 
Thomas  Alcott. 
John  Allen, 
Henry  Signor, 
David  Cornstock, 
Elisha  Brown, 
Henry  Frost, 
Elihu  Sherman, 
Alexander  Barrett, 
D  miel  Bromley, 
Daniel  Stanley, 
Miner  Hilliard, 
•Obadiah  Edmunds, 
Gershom  Congor, 
Nathan  Saulsbury, 
Hosea  Williams, 
Darius  Lobded, 
David  Gilimore, 
Chad.  Phillips, 
Bra  I  ford  Barnes, 
Caleb  Parris, 
Amos  Brown, 
Charles  Wells, 
Elisha  Tryon, 
Dennis  Cau field, 
John  Lobdel, 
Jonathan  Staples, 
"William  Bromley, 
Joshua  Bromlev, 
William  Hitt, 
Caleb  Randall, 
Hiram  Congor, 
Edmund  Sherman, 
David  Youngs, 
Samuel  Emmerson, 
Benjamin  Barnes, 
Andrus  Eggleston, 
Josiah  Phillips, 
Ira  Edmunds, 
■*/   Adin  H.  Green, 

William  Harrington, 
James  McDaniels, 
Edward  Vail,  Jr., 
Stephen  Calkins, 
Daniel  Kelly, 
John  C.  White, 
John  Vail, 
,  Elisha  Lapham, 
w    Orange  Green, 
Hosea  Barnes, 
^Chauncy  Green, 
Seley  Vail, 
Harvey  Parris, 
John  Sherman, 
J.  C.  Dexter, 
Daniel  Bartlett, 
Hiram  Bromley, 
Joseph  R.  Green, 
Galon  J.  Locke, 
J.  N.  Phillips, 
Amv.i  Bancroft, 
L  R.  Fisk 
J.  X.  Gn tiith, 


Trs. 
1 
1 

1 

o 

3 

3 
3 
2 
1 

9, 


First  Tr.  Last  Tr. 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
3 
2 
2 
1 
3 
17 
1 
6 
3 
1 


1784 
1785 
1786 
1783 
1790 
1790 
1790 
1793 
1795 
1797 
1799 
1799 
1799 
1799 
1800 
1801 
1801 
1801 
1801 
1801 
1803 
1 S03 
1804 
1804 
1804 
1805 
1806 
1807 
1809 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1812 
1812 
1813 
1815 
1817 
1818 
1820 
1820 
1S22 
1822 
1823 
1*23 
1823 
1824 
1826 
1827 
1827 
1829 
1830 
1830 
1831 
1831 
1832 
1833 
1833 
1336 
1837 
1810 
1842 
1342 
1343 
1845 
1848 
1848 
1852 


1784 
1785 
1786 
1789 
1792 
1792 
1792 
1794 
1795 
1798 
1800 
180U 
1800 
1335 
1801 
1801 
1816 
1801 
1801 
1801 
1803 
1803 
1810 
1804 
1804 
1335 
IS  06 
1808 
1809 
1S09 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1812 
1812 
1813 
1815 
1819 
1819 
1821 
1841 
1S22 
1822 
1846 
1326 
1823 
1824 
1826 
1823 
1828 
1840 
1830 
]  830 
1331 
1H31 
1832 
1863 
1834 
1841 
1838 
1841 
1812 
1844 
18  16 
1845 
1851 
1852 
1852 


yameg. 

Tr>s.  First  Tr. 

Last  T  r. 

M.  H.  Cook, 

2 

1853 

1867 

J.  B.  Clark, 

1 

1854 

1854 

David  Griffith, 

1 

1855 

1805 

Aniipas  Harrington, 

1 

1856 

1856 

L  G.  Parris, 

1 

1857 

1857 

Spencer  Green, 
C.  ii.  Congdon, 

4 

1853 

1862 

1 

186L 

1861 

Thomas  Griffith, 

1 

1863 

1863 

Seth  P.  Scott, 

2 

1864 

1865 

Seneca  Smith, 

2 

1864 

1865 

Levi  Barrett, 

1 

1866 

1866 

D.  W.  Rogers, 

o 

1867 

1863 

James  Fish, 

1 

1868 

1863 

KEPRESENTATIVES. 

Thomas  Rowley,  1778;  William  Gage,  1779 
-'81;  Ebenezer  Wilson,  1781;  Daniel  Sher- 
man, 1781;  Thomas  Rowley,  1782;  Roger 
Williams,  1783;  Peter  Lewis,  1783;  Darius 
Lobdell.  1784:  Edward  Vail,  1781-87;  Pe- 
ter Lewis,  1787-89;  Lemuel  Griffith,  1789; 
Wing  Rogers,  1790-94;  Elihu  Sherman,  1794; 
Abel'  Horton,  1795-  97;  Daniel  Sherman, 
1797;  Abel  Horton,  1798-1S01  ;  Edward 
Vail,  1801-04 ;  Abel  Horton,  1804:  John 
H.  Andrus,  1805-13;  Zoheth  Allen.  1813-16; 
John  H.  Andrus.  1816:  William  Hitt,  1817; 
Zoheth  Allen,  1818  ;  William  Hitt,  1819-21; 
James  McDaniels,  1S21-23;  Rufus  Bucklin, 
jr.,  1823;  James  MrDaniels,  1821;  David 
Youngs,  1825-  28  ;  James  McDaniels,  1328; 
Ira  Edmund*  1829-'31  •  Seley  Vail,  1831 ; 
Benjamin  Barnes,  1832-34  ;  Daniel  Bartlett, 
1834-  36;  Ruins  Bucklin,  jr.,  1836-'39:  Tim- 
othy Reed,  1339-41  ;  Ira  Edmunds,  1811  '43; 
Albert  Bucklin,  1S43~'46 ;  Isaac  McDaniels, 
18 16  ;  G.  J  Locke,  1317  :  William  Otis,  1348  ; 
Harris  F.  Otis,  1849;  Azariah  Hilliard,  1850; 
Hiram  Kelley,  1851;  Amasa  Bancroft,  1852; 
Hiram  H.  Kellev,  1853;  C.  H,  Congdon, 
1354  ;  Lyman  R.  frisk,  1855;  John  T.  Griffith, 
1856;  Spencer  Green,  1857;  Ezra  T.Lillie,  1 858; 
Ira  11.  Vail.  1859;  Howell  Dillingham,  1*60; 
Azh.  Hilliard,  jr.,  1861  ;  John  S.  Parris,  1862; 
Levi  Barrett,  1863;  Hiram  Fisk,  1864;  Clark 
Bull,  1865;  James  E.  Nichols,  1366;  Charles 
T.  Reed;  1S67  ;  James  Fish,  1868. 

JUSTICES  OF  THE  PEACE. 


T'rs. 

First  FY. 

Last  T'r. 

Edward  Vail, 

19 

1784 

1803 

William  Bromley, 

5 

1785 

1790 

J'homas  Rowley, 

6 

17>s5 

1795 

Daniel  Sh"rman, 

12 

1788 

1801 

Roger  Williams, 

13 

1788 

1802 

John  Stafford, 

6 

1792 

1793 

Jonathan  Seley, 

10 

1795 

1805 

Elihu  Sherman, 

4 

1795 

1799 

Amos  Bp'wn, 

8 

1797 

1806 

Zoheth  Allen, 

25 

1801 

1826 

Abel  Horton, 

9 

1801 

1810 

Barton  Bromley, 

23 

1806 

1829 

Henry  Herrick,  jr., 

14 

1808 

1822 

John  II.  Andrus, 

14 

1810 

1824 

Rufus  Bucklin,  jr., 

15 

1^18 

184  L 

Ira  Vail, 

12 

1822 

1831 

William  Hitt, 

1 

1823 

1828 

Ira  Seley, 

1 

1823 

1823 

DANBY. 
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y.:  mtJ. 

Trt.  First  T>: 

Last  Tr. 

3 

1825 

1828 

Y  |j  lil  Bull, 

12 

IS  25 

1842 

J  imes  McDaniels, 

7 

1826 

1833 

n  i ••i<l  Youngs 

3 

1827 

1837 

Benjamin  Barnes, 

17 

1829 

1840 

Jnhn  Vail, 

12 

1830 

1842 

McDaniels, 

3 

1831 

1845 

( Jilt  ii  J.  Locke, 

13 

1831 

1865 

Ir  t  Ed'unnds, 

1832 

1819 

Jo'  n  C.  White, 

5 

1833 

1839 

Edward  Vail,  jr., 

6 

1S34 

1810 

11  >sea  Barnes, 

o 

1835 

1836 

Daniel  Baitlett, 

5 

1835 

1841 

J.  C.  Dexter. 

1 

1833 

1838 

Ephraim  Chase, 

1 

1841 

1841 

David  Lapham, 

1 

1841 

1841 

H.  F.  Otis, 

5 

1841 

1855 

N.  J.  Smith, 

2 

1841 

1842 

Tunothv  Reed, 

o 

1841 

1842 

Caleb  P  .rri<,  2d., 

10 

1841 

1851 

Daniel  Lapham, 

2 

1842 

1843 

Andrr.s  Ei^leston, 

10 

1843 

1853 

Azh,  Hilliard, 

6 

1843 

181') 

Laac  Wilbur, 

5 

1843 

1848 

Hiram  Connor, 

3 

1843 

1846 

L.  R.  Fisk, 

3 

1843 

1846 

Peley  Vail, 

5 

1843 

1848 

Aaron  B,o_rers,  jr., 

2 

is  44 

1846 

William  Oti^, 

8 

1344 

1^54 

Hiram  Kelley, 

6 

1844 

1850 

Harvey  Parris, 

5 

1844 

1848 

Savid  Bartlett, 

1 

1845 

1845 

John  T.  Griffith, 

5 

1845 

1851 

Caleb  Randall, 

4 

1S46 

1849 

Albert  Bucklin, 

22 

1846 

1S68 

William  Stimson, 

2 

1843 

1849 

Seneca  Smith, 

3 

1843 

1850 

Ama^a  Bancroft, 

7 

1848 

1856 

Edwin  Vail, 

3 

1849 

1855 

J.  M.  Fish, 

3 

1852 

1854 

F.dia  Baker, 

10 

1854 

1864 

J.  R.  Green, 

8 

1853 

1860 

Gardner  Griffith, 

1 

1854 

18.">  1 

Ira  H  Vail, 

3 

1854 

18«4 

John  S  Parris, 

12 

1856 

18(18 

C.  H  Congdon, 

9 

1857 

1868 

Levi  Barrett, 

7 

1857 

1866 

Ezra  T.  Lillie, 

2 

1860 

1861 

Henry  Wilbur, 

1 

1860 

1860 

Spr-ncer  Green, 

1 

1861 

ISM 

A.  D.  Smith, 

7 

1361 

1868 

Antipas  Harrington, 

1 

1862 

1862 

Hern  an  Barnes, 

1 

1862 

1862 

William  Pierce, 

1 

is*;3 

1863 

J.  N  Phillips, 

4 

1865 

1868 

C  M.  Bruce, 

1 

1865 

186." 

P.  Holton, 

3 

1865 

1867 

A.  S.  Baker, 

3 

1866 

186S 

Thomas  Nichols, 

1 

1868 

1868 

MANUFACTURES. 


Maple  sugar  and  the  salts  of  ashes  were  th 


made  of  soft  wood  used  instead  of  tin  or  wood- 
en buckets,  and  potash  kettles  to  boil  sap. 

About  the  year  1810,  a  woolen  factory  was 
built  by  Jonathan  Barrett,  11-2  miles  south  of 
Danby  Comers — the  first  in  town.    There  was 
a  carding-machine  in  connection  wiih  this. 
Barrett  run  the  factory  until  1321,  when  he 
failed,  and  it  was  never  run  afterwards.  An- 
other factory  was  built  in  1821,  by  David 
Youngs,  at  the  Borough,  who  run  it  until  it  was 
burned  in  1837.    There  was  another  factory 
j  built  about  the  same  time  at  Scottsville,  and 
I  run  by  Joseph  Brownell ;  and  also  a  carding 
and  fulling-mill.     There  was  a  cloth-dressing 
|  and  fulling-mill  ran  at  an  early  day  by  John 
I  Bishop,  a  little  west  of  the  present  site  of  Nel- 
I  son  Kelley's  saw-milL    Within  the  past  twenty 
i  years  there  has  been  no  business  of  tbis  kind 
!  done  in  town. 

J     For  a  period  of  nearly  50  years  previous  to 
2§4,^  i  the  building  of  factories,  nearly  all  of  the  cloth 
used  in  families  was  made  at  home.    We  are 
told  that  the  price  for  a  week's  work  spinning 
was  4s,  and  for  house-work  4s.  fid. 

There  have  been  4  or  5  grist-mills,  all  upon 
Mill-Brook.  The  first  was  built  by  Stephen 
Calkins,  about  1780,  which  run  for  a  number 
of  years.  There  was  another  built  in  1795,  at 
the  Borough,  by  Andrew  White. 

There  have  been  some  10  or  12  saw-mills  in  the 
town.  The  first  was  built  about  the  year  1790, 
by  Stephen  Rogers,  near  the  George  F.  Kel- 
ley place  ;  the  next,  soon  after,  by  Stephen  Cal- 
kins, on  the  site  of  the  present  saw-mill  owned 
by  Xelson  Kelley ;  another  mill,  at  a  very  ear- 
ly day.  near  the  residence  of  Walter  M.  Par- 
ris, by  Henry  Frost,  and  afterwards  rebuilt  by 
Jazaniah  Barrett.  There  are  but  2  saw-mills 
in  operation  at  the  present  time — one  by  Xel- 
son  Kelley,  and  the  other  by  O.  B.  Hulett,  in 
the  Little  Tillage. 

Several  tanneries  have  been  setup  in  various 
parts  of  the  town — the  first  in  1800,  by  Mica- 
jah  Weed,  near  the  former  residence  of  Hiram 
Jenks.  About  the  same  time  another  was  set 
up  by  Daniel  Sherman,  where  Albert  Mathew- 
son  now  lives,  and  another  at  an  early  day  by 
Isaac  Xichols,  where  he  now  lives,  which  con- 
tinued in  operation  for  a  long  time.  The  next 
one  was  built  at  the  Borough  in  1810,  by  Prleg 
Xichols,  Hosea  Williams  and  Bradfor  I  B  mes. 
Daniel  Ilealcy  set  up  an   establishment  at 


earliest  manufactures  of  tho  town,  The  pro-  Seotfsviilo  in  1812,  which  w  is  aftmvards  own- 
cess  of  making  was  somewhat  different  in  those  &\  by  Job  Scott,  who  carried  on  the  business 
days,  than  at  present.  Instead  of  boring  the  i  for  nearly  30  years.  The  next  was  built  at  tho 
trees  they  were  boxed  with  an  axe— troughs  j  Borough"  by  Adia  Green,  who  was  succeeded 
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by  A  masa  Bancroft,  find  is  now  owned  by  0. 
B.  Had  win,  who  is  extensively  engaged  in  the 
business.  In  1S21  Joseph,  Jessie  and  Elisha 
Laphara  went  into  the  business  where  David 
Rogers  now  lives.  Besides  those  above  men- 
tioned, there  have  been  several  smaller  estab- 
lishments set  up  by  John  Vaughan,  Anthony 
Colvin,  Thomas  Nichols,  and  others.  There  is 
at  present  but  one  tannery  in  town. 

There  have  been  two  trip-hammers  in  town 
for  the  manufacture  of  edge-tools.  The  first  was 
built  at  the  Borough  in  J 795,  by  Samuel  Dow, 
and  the  other  by  Savid  Bartlett  and  Isaac 
Southwick,  in  1S10,  near  the  residence  of  Hen- 
ry B.  Kelley.  In  1815,  Abel  and  Savid  Bartlett 
carried  on  the  buiness  of  manufacturing  hoes, 
axes,  scythes,  &c,  until  1821,  when  the  busi- 
ness went  into  the  hands  of  Jeremy  Bartlett. 
The  first  blacksmith's  shop  at  the  Corners  was 
built  by  Henry  Herrick,  Jr. 

The  first  shop  at  the  Borough  was  started  by 
Samuel  Dow  and  Moses  Keith,  in  1801,  in  con- 
nection with  the  manufacture  of  edge-tools, 
where  J.  S.  Perry's  boot  and  shoe-shop  now 
stands.  They  were  succeeded  by  Caleb  Buf- 
fum,  who  continued  the  business  till  1816,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Allen  Willis  and  Lemuel 
Stafford,  until  1836,  since  which  time  various 
parties  have  been  in  the  business,  among  whom 
are  Orange  Green.  Henry  Hannum,  A.  Ban- 
croft, Thomas  Griffith,  Anson  Griffich,  Daniel 
Lapham,  Titus  Lyon,  D.  A.  Kelley,  Geo.  W. 
Baker  aud  P.  A.  Broughton.  There  are  at 
present  3  blacksmith's  shops  in  town.  There 
has  also  been  one  furnace  in  town,  built  quite 
early,  by  Benjamin  Phillips,  near  the  residence 
of  Edwiu  Staples,  who  carried  on  the  business 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Marble  has  been,  and  is  now,  the  principal 
manufacture  of  the  town.  This  commenced 
about  the  year  184.0,  and  considerable  import- 
ance is  attached  to  it.  Previous  to  that  time, 
grave-stones  were  hewn  out  by  James  Lincoln 
and  otl  icrs.  The  first  mill  for  sawing  marble 
was  built  at  the  Borough  by  William  Kelley, 
Alfred  and  Albert  Kelley  ;  and  about  the  same 
time  another  was  built  by  Moulton  Fish,  Eli- 
sha Fish  and  Allen  Congor,  who  for  a  time 
was  extensively  engaged  in  the  business.  In 
1841  another  was  built  by  Aaron  Rogers,  Eli- 
Fba  Rogers  and  Seth  Griffith.  In  1845  a  new 
one  was  put  in  operation  by  George  Griffith, 
John  T.  and  Gardner  Griffith,  which  flourished 
for  a  number  of  years.  In  1848  a  mill  was 
built  and  run  by  William  Haskins  and  Hiram 
Kelley,  which  did  a  good  business  for  several 


years.  Aaron  Rogers.  Jr.,  William  Stimpson 
and  Hannibal  Hopkins  next  went  into  the  bu- 
siness in  18">0.  and  were  largely  engaged. 

The  building  of  the  railroad  greatly  increased 
the  manufacture  of  marble,  so  that  a  number 
of  mills  were  kept  in  operation  for  a  long  time. 
Soon  after  the  new  road  was  built,  another 
mill  was  erected  by  George  F.  Kelley,  and  run 
for  some  time.  Thi3  has  since  been  run  by  Al- 
bert and  Alfred  Kelley.  The  property  is  now 
owned  by  John  H.  Tail  of  Brandon.  A  new 
one  was  also  built  by  William  Kelley.  All 
these  were  built  upon  Mill  Brook.  In  addition 
to  those  above  named,  there  have  been  others 
engaged  in  the  business,  among  whom  are  J. 
M.  Fish,  Henry  White.  A.  T.  Lawrence  of  New 
York.  Thomas  Lymington  &  Co.,  of  Baltimore, 
Franklin  Post  of  Wallingford,  and  others.  In 
1^62  the  Western  Vermont  Marble  Co.  was  form- 
ed, L.  S.  Waldo,  agent,  which  continued  until  ;68, 
when  the  property  was  leased  by  S.  L.  Waldo, 
who  is  at  present  the  only  one  engaged  in  the 
business.  Soon  after,  another  company  was 
formed,  James  Panton,  agent,  which  run  until 

1864.  The  Vermont  Marble  Co.  was  formed  in 

1865,  G.  J.  Locke,  agent,  which  run  but  one 
season  only.  Notwithstanding  a  lapse  of  30 
years,  nearly,  since  the  first  quarry  was  open- 
ed, there  yet  remains  an  untold  wealth  of  mar- 
ble, which  capital  and  enterprise  will  at  some 
future  day  develope. 

There  have  been  other  manufactures  besides 
those  alluded  to ;  among  which  are  lime  and 
coal,  which  have  been  burned  to  some  consid- 
erable extent  in  different  parts  of  the  town. — 
Chairs,  baskets,  provision  barrels,  casks  and 
cheese-boxes  have  also  been  manufactured. 
The  only  cheese-box  factory  in  town  at  present 
is  owned  and  run  by  Nelson  Kelley.  Several 
cider-mills  have  been  set  up — some  quite  early ; 
but  there  are  only  two  at  present.  In  the 
spring  of  1808.  M.  V.  &  J.  C.  Williams  fitted 
up  buildings  at  the  Corners  for  the  manufacture 
of  cheese,  which  went  iuto  successful  operation 
the  following  summer. 

Cap.  John  Burt  was  the  first  inn- keeper  in 
town,  where  the  poor-house  now  stands,  about 
the  year  1775,  which  he  kept  for  many  years, 
and  public  doings  wero  held  there.  Abraham 
Chase  was  the  next  inn-keeper,  about  one  mile 
south  of  the  Corners,  near  the  residence  of  Ai- 
J  vah  Risdon.  He  kept  a  public  house  from  IT'S 
until  about  the  year  1S00,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Henry  Frost,  who  kept  till  IS  10. 
Hero  town  meetings  were  held,  and  public 
business  transacted  for  a  number   of  years. 
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Since  then  there  has  been  no  tavern  kept  there, 
the  building  being  taken  for  a  store. 

Elisha  Brown  built  the  first  tavern  at  the 
Comers  in  1800,  and  kept  a  public  house  there 
for  many  years.  Another  one  known  as  the 
M  Red  House,"  was  erected  soon  after,  a  little 
north  of  the  village,  by  Henry  Herrick,  Jr.,  who 
kept  there  for  several  years,  and  was  succeed- 
ed by  Nicholas  Jenks,  who  kept  until  the  year 
IS  23. 

Brown  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Herrick,  Jr., 
who  kept  a  public  house  for  21  years.  The 
town  and  freeman's  meetings  were  held  here 
for  a  long  time.  His  successor  was  David  Kel- 
ler and  others. 

In  1850.  Seneca  Smith  fitted  up  a  tavern, 
which  was  first  kept  by  Oliver  Sheldon,  and 

afterwards  by  John  Croff.           Bates,  Joseph 

Smith,  and  some  others.  About  the  year  1830, 
a  public  house  was  erected  by  Barton  Bromley, 
at  the  west  end  of  the  village.  This  tavern 
was  built  out  of  the  old  Methodist  meeting- 
house, and  was  first  kept  by  Arwin  Hutchins, 
who  was  succeeded  by  Nicholas  Jenks,  and 
others. 

Rowland  Stafford  built  and  kept  the  first  tav- 
ern at  the  Borough  in  1195,  near  the  present 
hotel.    In  1300,  Bradford  Barnes  kept  a  pub-  j 
lie  house,  a  little  north  of  the  village,  on  the  [ 
present  homestead  of  Austin  Baker.     He  was  j 
succeeded  by  Samuel  Dow,  in  1Q02,  who  stayed 
but  a  short  time,  since  which  no  tavern  has 
been  kept  there.     Abraham  Anthony  kept 
tavern  very  early  where  the  Phillips  Bro«.  live. 

In  1804,  "William  Webber  erected  a  public 
house  on  the  site  of  the  present  hotel,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Dr.  McClure,  who  left  in  1808. 
Elisha  Southwick  came  next,  after  which  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Augustus  Mulford. 
The  building  was  burned  in  1812,  and  rebuilt  by 
Mulford  the  same  year,  which  is  the  same 
house  now  standing.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Hosea  Williams,  and  next  by  Rufus  Bucklin, 
Jr.,  who  kept  until  1820.  Since  that  time  it 
has  been  kept  by  various  parties — at  present 
by  Lytle  Vance,  the  only  one  in  town. 

The  first  store  kept  in  town  was  in  1190,  by 
Henry  Frost,  near  the  residence  of  Alvah  Ris- 
don,  in  connection  with  the  tavern,  nis  suc- 
cessor was  Jnzaniah  Barrett,  who  continued  the 
business  until  about  1810.  Elisha  Tryon  built 
the  next  store  in  1805.  He  was  succeeded  a  I 
Short  time  by  James  McDaniels.  Another  store 
was  kept  about  the  same  time  by  Isaac  South-  j 
wink,  near  the  residence  of  William  Herrick.  j 

James  McDaniels  and  James  Weeks  were  I 


the  first  merchants  at  the  Corners,  about  the 
year  1810,  after  which  came  Daniel  Folger, 
John  and  Jonathan  Barrett,  Jazaniah  Barrett, 
Abner  Taft,  Allen  Willis,  Daniel  Axtell,  Galen 
J.  Locke,  Ira  Bromley,  Seneca  Smith,  Charles 
Button,  Nicholas  Jenks,  Seneca  and  Nathan 
Smith  and  others. 

In  1830,  a  large  store  was  built  by  S.  &  N.  J. 
Smith,  who  continued  the  business  a  good 
many  years.  Soon  after  this  another  was  built 
by  Miner  Billiard,  who  also  did  good  business 
for  a  long  time.  He  was  succeeded  a  short 
time  by  Crcff  &  Bates,  Brown,  and  after- 
wards by  P.  Holton  &  Co. 

James  McDaniels  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Thomas  and  Isaac,  for  a  number  of  years  ;  then 
by  Joel  M.  Rodgers.  The  store  then  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Seneca  Smith.  His  success- 
ors were  David  Jacobs,  Calvin  Smith  and  others. 
The  McDaniels  store  is  now  occupied  by  Buck- 
lin &  Vail.  P.  Holton  is  at  present  the  oldest 
merchant  at  the  Corners,  having  been  in  trade 
since  1858. 

About  1825,  a  store  was  built  at  Scottsville 
by  Job  Scott,  who  was  in  trade  over  30  years, 
followed  by  Joseph  I.  Scott.  Eclia  Baker,  and 
Simon  E.  Harrington.  J.  I.  Scott  is  the  pres- 
ent proprietor. 

The  first  store  at  the  Borough  was  built  and 
kept  by  Oliver  Arnold,  in  1803,  near  the  pres- 
ent homestead  of  C.  H.  Congdon — succeeded 
by  Robert  Green  and  David  Youn^.  There  was 
another  about  that  time  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  D.  W.  Eodgers,  built  by  Elisha  and  Jesse 
Lapham.  The  next  was  built  in  1808,  by  Ho- 
sea Williams,  near  the  present  hotel,  lie  re- 
mained in  the  business  a  number  of  years — ■ 
succeeded  by  Jesse  Lapham,  who  traded  until 
1812.  He  then  erected  a  new  store,  where  tha 
house  of  M.  H.  Cook  now  stands,  which  was 
afterwards  kept  by  Isaac  Vail  and  Piatt  Vail. 
The  stono  store  was  built  in  1820,  by  Jesse 
Lapham,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  a 
number  of  years.  This  store  has  been  kept  by 
different  parties  since  then,  among  whom  are 
Georcre  and  Aaron  Vail,  William  Sperrv,  Lap- 
ham &  Bruce,  Arima  Smith,  Bruce  &  Nichols, 
C.  M.  Bruce,  and  lastly  by  William  Pierce. 

There  have  been  other  stores  since  IS  10.  by 
Eggleston  k  Youngs,  Seth  Griffith,  Caleb  Buf- 
fum  and  others.  Union  store  started  about 
1855,  Daniel  Bromley  and  J.  C.  Thompson 
agents.  Since  then  stores  have  been  kept  in 
the  same  building  by  N.  P.  Harrington,  George* 
E.  Kelley,  If.  O.  Williams  and  W.  II.  Bond. 

The  stoue  store  west  of  the  Borough  was 
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built  by  William  Kelley,  soou  after  the  marble 
business  opened,  who  carried  ou  the  trade  to 
some  extent,  and  was  succeeded  by  L.  S.  Wal- 
do, J.  B.  Nichols,  and  last  by  L.  S.  Waldo  the 
present  owner.  In  1862,  S.  L.  Griffith  erected 
a  new  store,  now  kept  by  C.  H.  &  W.  B.  Grif- 
fith. In  1367,  a  handsome  store  was  built  by 
C.  M.  Bruce,  making  now  6  srores  in  town. 

EDUCATION. 

The  education  received  in  our  early  schools 
was  reading,  writing-,  spelling  and  arithmetic  to 
a  limited  degree.  Teachers  received  but  little 
compensation,  and  school-houses  were  rude 
structures,  built  of  logs  or  birch  poles,  and 
sometimes  deserted  log-cabins  were  taken  and 
fitted  up  for  school-rooms.  Provision  was 
made  in  the  charter  of  the  town  for  one  share 
of  250  acres  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  to  which 
wa3  added,  by  law  of  the  State,  the  share  re- 
served for  a  church  glebe,  and  the  share  for  the 
society  tor  propagating  the  gospel  in  foreign 
parts,  which  last  was  taken  from  the  town  by 
a  decision  of  the  United  States  court. 

In  1793,  the  prudential  committees  were  re- 
quired to  make  returns  of  scholars,  by  which 
we  find  the  town  numbered  469  scholars;  in 
1830,  570;  and  at  present  43-i  scholars  between 
4  and  20  years  of  age.  In  1 S o 7 ,  the  aggregate 
amount  raised  upon  the  grand  list,  by  the  dis- 
tricts for  the  support  of  schools,  was  nearly 
SI. 000.  Number  of  heads  of  families  in  town, 
206 ;  amount  paid  male  teachers,  $409  ; 
amount  paid  female  teachers,  $675.  Since 
1830,  there  have  been  select  schools  taught 
nearly  every  year. 

Previous  to  1846  the  law  required  the  towns 


districts,  2  of  which — No.  4  and  No. 
fractional. 


10- 


CHURCH  HISTORY. 

We  do  not  come  up  to  the  standard  of  piety 
and  devotedness  of  our  fathers  and  mothers. 
They  would  travel  many  miles,  over  bad  roads, 
on  foot  and  on  horseback,  to  hear  a  sermon. 
A  log  barn  in  summer,  and  a  log  school-house 
in  winter.  If  the  building  was  small,  the 
hearers  were  obliged  to  be  without,  seated  on 
logs,  while  the  preacher  stood  in  the  door  and 
proclaimed  the  word  of  life. 

THE  BAPTISTS 

Organized  a  church,  in  1781.  There  had 
been  no  preaching  in  town  before  except  by 
some  itinerant  ministers,  whose  literary  quali- 
fications were  not  great,  and  yet  very  well 
adapted  to  the  condition  of  the  people  of  that 
day.  It  is  said  of  these  early  ministers,  that 
"they  toiled  in  the  cold  and  in  the  heat,  by 
day  and  by  night,  traversing  the  wilderness 
from  one  solitary  dwelling  to  another,  by 
marked  trees  and  half  made  roads,  fording 
rivers  and  streams,  often  without  a  guide." 

The  first  Baptist  society  was  formed  in  1781, 
and  the  Rev.  Hezekiah  Eastman  was  the  first 
settled  minister.  Among  the  early  members 
were  Thomas  Rowley,  Abraham  Chase,  Wil- 
liam Bromley,  Sen.,  John  Stafford,  Nathan 
Rowley,  Roger  Williams,  Joseph  Fowler, 
Stephen  Calkins  and  Abel  Haskins.  At  a 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  held  at  the  house 
of  Stephen  Calkins,  "May  ye  11th,  1781," 
Thomas  Rowley  moderator,  it  was  voted  to 
give  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eastman  a  call  to  setrlo  in 


to  appoint  annually  a  superintending  commit-   the  work  of  the  ministry  in  Danby.     It  was 


tee  for  the  inspection  and  examination  of 
schools  and  teachers.  Since  then  there  has 
been  but  one  superintendent  elected  at  the  an- 
nual March  meeting  each  year. 

The  superintendents  since  1346,  Marcus  Bart- 
lett,  1840-'47;  Lucius  Bartlett,  1847;  Edward 
Lapham,  1847;  C.  H.  Congdon,  1S43-53 ;  Aus- 
tin S.  Baker.  1S53-55  ;  John  T.  Griffith,  1S..5- 
-57;  A.  D.  Smith,  1857-GL  ;  J.  C.  Baker, 
1S61 ;  William  Wightman,  1802  ;  C.  II.  Cong- 
don,  1863  ;  Ileman  Barnes,  '63;  C.  II.  Congdon, 
J.  T.  Griffith,  1865;  J.  C.  Williams, 
1865-  07.  M.  W.  Donegan,  elected  in  13G7,  is 
the  present  superintendent. 

The  town  origininally  was  divided  into  6  dis-|  Re 
tricts,  agreeably  to  a  law  of  the  Stale  passed  in  I  we 
1786.   By  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants  in  1  792,  th 
town  was  divided  into  9 


also  voted,  the  first  minister  that  should  be  or- 
dained over  a  church  of  Christ  in  Danby,  "  by 
the  laying  on  of  hands,''  shall  be  fully  entitled 
to  the  right  reserved  by  the  charter  for  the  first 
settled  minister. 

Mr.  Eastman  accepted  the  call,  and  was  or- 
dained in  October  following,  as  the  records 
show : 

"October  ye  11th,  1781. 
"  The  church  of  Christ  in  the  town  of  Danby, 
together  with  the  voice  of  the  people  of  the 
town,   in   meeting    assembled,  unanimously 
agreed  and  gave  the  Rev.  Hezekiah  foist  man  "a 
call  to  settle  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  the 
town  of  Danby    The  Rev.  Elder  Waido,  the 
Elder  Dakens  and  the  Rev.  Klder  Rogers 
j  wore  appointed  to  assist  in  the  ordaining  of 
Mr.  Eastman   over   said   chinch   in  Danby. 
I  After  every  measure  was  taken,  agreeable  to 
districts,  and  3  more  |  the   constitution  of  Philadelphia,  present  in 
were  added  in  1812.    There  are  at  present  14  1  Danby,  the  Rev.  Elders  Waldo,  Dakens,  Bog- 
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er>*,  an  I  the  Rev.  Mason  and  Cornwall,  ail  as-  j 
pitted  in  ordaining  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eastman  over 
the  church  of  Christ  in  Danby.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Waldo  preached  the  sermon,  from  Kzekiel  ye 
33  chapter,  from  the  2d  to  the  9th  verses.  Eld- 
er Rogers  g  ive  the  charge,  and  Elder  Dakens 
gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  &c." 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Eastman  supplied  the  church 
here  until  about  the  year  1S00,  when  it  dis- 
solved. Being  without  a  house  of  worship, 
meetings  were  held  in  private  houses,  and  some- 
times in  barns  and  school-houses.  When  the 
brick  school-house  was  built,  meetings  were 
held  there.  The  Baptist  church  was  re-organ- 
ized in  1S26,  under  the  auspices  of  Elder  Jo- 
seph Packer.  Previous  to  that  time  there  had 
been  only  occasional  preaching  by  Rev.  Elias 
Hurlbut,  Rev.  Harvey  Crowley,  Elders  Daniel 
and  Joseph  Packer  and  others.  The  church 
was  then  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  the 
most  prosperous  of  any  period  in  its  existence. 
Among  its  members  at  that  time  were  Azel 
Kelley,  John  Babbitt.  Ephraim  Chace,  Hiram 
Kelley,  Rowland  R.  Green,  William  Johnson, 
Allen  C.  Roberts.  Harvey  Crowley,  Benjamin 
Chace,  William  Haskins,  Ruth  Haskins,  Polly 
Davis,  Hannah  Chace,  and  some  others.  Eph- 
raim' Chace,  Azel  Kelley  and  Hiram  Kelley 
"were  its  deacons.  The  organization  was  kept 
up  for  some  20  years,  since  which  it  has  de- 
clined. There  is  no  organized  society  at  the 
present  time. 

HETHpDIST. 

A  Methodist  society  was  organized  here  at 
a  very  ear7y  day.  The  first  church  was  built 
in  1795,  and  stood  west  of  the  Corners,  near 
the  burial  ground.  The  Rev.  Jared  Lobdel 
was  the  first  settled  minister  over  this  church, 
and  the  first  Methodist  who  preached  in  town. 
He  was  a  local  preacher  here  for  many  years, 
performing  pastoral  duties  longer  than  any  man 
since.  He  was  laborious  and  useful,  and  his  j 
preaching  plain  and  powerful.  During  Mr. 
Lobdel's  ministry  there  were  several  interest- 
ing revivals.  His  meetings  were  sometimes 
held  in  private  houses,  in  groves,  and  some- 
times  in  barns.  Lorenzo  Dow  visited  this 
town  in  1797,  and  preached  in  the  old  meet- 
ing-house, which  was  well  filled.  In  1800,  a 
class  was  formed  in  the  southwest  part  of  tho 
town,  and  also  one  on  the  east  side.  Their 
meetings  were  held  mostly  at  private  houses. 
The  church  at  one  time  numbered  about  70 
members.  A  mong  the  early  members  of  tho 
society  wero  Alexander  Barrett,  Gideon  Bar- 
Bum.  Timothy  Barnum,  Darius  Lobdel,  Wil- 
liam Edmunds,  John  Ransom,  Henry  Herrick, 


j  Henry  Signer,  John  Signor,  Henry  Hc-rriek, 
Jr.,  Elisha  Tift,  Luciuda  Emerson,  Huldah  Ben- 
son,  Betsey  Calkins,  Mary  Kelley,  Jonathan 
Randall,  Nathan  Weller,  Moses  Vail,  Lucy 
Vail,  Phebe  Griffith  and  Dennis  Canfield. 

Since  1804,  the  Methodist  church  has  been 
supplied  by  circuit  preachers.  The  first  cir- 
cuit minister  who  preached  here  that  year 
was  the  Rev.  Seth  Chrowell,  who  then  lie- 
longed  to  the  Brandon  circuit.  He  deserves  an 
honorable  place  among  the  heroes  of  the  early 
history  of  Methodism.  He  commenced  his  la- 
bors in  1801,  and  continued  them  for  25  years. 
He  combined  distinguished  argumentative 
powers  with  great  hortatory  ability.  His  ap- 
peals were  said  to  have  been  sometimes  over- 
whelming. He  labored  while  here  with  un- 
common zeal,  and  his  future  labors  were  per- 
formed amid  great  bodily  infirmity  and  severe 
mental  conflicts,  until  utter  prostration  laid 
him  aside.  He  died  in  1826,  honored  and  be- 
loved. The  Rev.  George  Powers  and  the  Rev. 
Justus  Byington  also  preached  here  during  the 
year  1S0-4,  and  supplied  both  the  east  and 
west  side.  The  society  then  numbered  about 
30  members. 

In  1805,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Draper  and  the 
Rev.  Reuben  Harris  preached  here  once  in  2 
weeks.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Draper  is  said  to  have 
done  valiant  service  for  Methodism  here,  be- 
ing indefatigable  in  his  labors.  He  commenced 
his  preaching  in  1801,  and  continued  until  his 
death,  in  1S24.  He  was  presiding  elder  from 
1810  to  1815,  always  laborious  and  useful. 
The  Rev.  Samuel  Howe  and  the  Rev.  George 
W.  Powers  preached  here  at  stated  intervals 
during  the  year  1S06.  Quarterly  meetings 
were  regularly  held  here,  and  largely  attended. 
Tho  Rev.  Daniel  Bromley  was  the  presiding 
elder  from  1S04  to  1807,  and  preached  here 
j  occasionally.  Mr.  Bromley  was  a  native  of 
this  town,  and  belonged  to  the  Brandon  circuit. 
In  1S07,  Rev.  Phineas  Cook  and  Rev.  Lewis 
Pease  were  assigned  here,  and  met  their  ap- 
pointments regularly.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Pease 
I  was  a  very  devoted  and  successful  laborer  in 
the  Christian  ministry.  He  was  reared  in 
Canaan,  N.  Y..  and  Brandon  was  his  first  cir- 
cuit, and  North  Second  street,  Troy,  was  tho 
scene  of  his  last  successful  ministrations. 

Rev.  Dexter  Bates  and  Rev.  Stephen  Lom- 
boreer  were  sent  here  in  1S08,  both  of  whom 
were  zealous,  pious,  faithful  ministers.  The 
next,  who  came  in  1609,  were  Rev.  Phinoas 
Rice  and  Rev.  Francis  Brown.  In  1 S 1 Rev. 
Tobias  Spicer  aud  Rev.  Daniel  Bromley  sup- 


606 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


plied.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Spicer  wag.  bom  Nov.  7, 
177S,  at  Kinderhook,  N.  Y.  He  entered  the 
ministry  at  the  age  of  22,  joined  the  circuit 
and  preached  here  the  first  year.  He  was  a 
noble  spirited  man,  a  good  preacher,  and  pow- 
erful exhorter,  "known  and  read  of  all  men" 
who  have  any  acquaintance  with  Methodism. 
Of  integrity  and  industry  he  is  a  notable  ex- 
ample. The  Brandon  circuit  was  at  that  time 
very  large  ;  it  embraced  no  less  than  31  towns 
and  30  regular  appointments.  These  appoint- 
ments were  each  visited  once  in  4  weeks  ;  so 
that  there  was  preaching  once  a  fortnight.  In 
order  to  attend  those  appointments,  the  minis- 
ters had  to  ride  about  400  miles  in  4  weeks, 
-which  was  performed  on  horseback,  over  ex- 
ceedingly bad  roads.  Rev.  William  Anson, 
who  was  presiding  elder  from  1307  to  1811, 
preached  here  at  the  quarterly  meetings.  Mr. 
Anson  was  a  native  of  England,  a  student  of 
Oxford,  and  came  to  America  in  early  life. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  subsequently  a  secre- 
tary under  General  "Washington.  At 
of  26  he  became  the  subject  of  converting 
grace,  and  joined  the  New  York  Conference  in 
1800.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Metho- 
dism. Those  who  knew  him,  say  that  lie  was 
a  genuine  specimen  of  an  old  fashioned  Metho- 
dist preacher.    He  died  iu  1848. 

In  1811,  Phineas  Rice  and  Rev.  Francis 
Brown  returned  to  this  appointment.     The  j  Hazelton,  1827 ;  Rev.  Salmon  Stebbins  Rev. 


among  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  Troy 
Conference.  Hia  preaching  ia  said  to  Lave 
been  concise,  clear  and  instructive,  and  he  a 
consistent  Christian.  The  Rev.  Isaac  HB% 
Phineas  Doan  and  Moses  Amidown  preached 
here  in  181 S.  Rev.  Henry  Stead  the  presid- 
ing elder,  was  here  during  the  quarterly  meet- 
ings. Rev.  Mr.  Stead  was  an  Englishman  by 
birth,  and  entered  the  itinerant  field  in  1 804. 
He  was,  as  we  are  told,  an  excellent  presiding 
elder,  being  kind,  frank  and  humorous.  He  was 
a  warm  hearted  Christian  and  decided  Meth- 
odist. 

Rev.  Moses  Amidown  was  here  again  in 

1819,  associated  with  Rev.  Levi  Barnet.  In 

1820,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Draper  and  Rev.  Jacob 
Beman,  were  agnin  appointed  here,  together 
with  Rev.  Elisha  Dewey.  Mr.  Draper  was  al-o 
here  in  1821,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Amidown  was  re- 
appointed, and  the  church  prospered  under 
their  charge.  In  1822,  there  was  circuit 
preaching  by  the  Rev.  George  Smith  and  tie 

~  attcn 

was  the  presiding  elder  for  that  quarter. 

From  1823  to  '32,  the  following  circuit  min- 
isters preached  here,  viz.  Harvey  DeWoIiJ 
Rev  Philo  Pberris,  1823  ;  Rev.  Dillin  Stephens, 
1824;  Rev.  Cyrus  Prindle.  Rev.  Lucius  Ball- 
win,  1825;  Rev.  Tolman  Todd,  Rev.  Anthony 
Rice,  1826  ;  Rev.  Almond  Dunbar,  Rev.  Amos 


Rev.  James  Young  also  preached  here  that 
yenr.  In  1812,  Rev.  David  Lewis  and  Rev 
Bardsley  Northrup  came.  Mr.  Lewis  was 
here  2  years,  his  colleague  in  1813  being  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Maddin.  In  1814,  Rev.  Al- 
mond Dunbar  and  Rev.  Nicholas  White  atten- 
ded to  this  appointment,  and  Samuel  Diaper, 
the  presiding  elder,  visited  the  town. 

Rev.  Justus  Byington,  who  preached  here 
in  1804,  was  again  sent  here  in  1815.  He  was 
associated  with  the  Rev.  Jacob  Beman.  Mr. 
Byington  was  here  2  years,  Ids  associato  iu 
1816  being  Rev.  David  Lewis.  Jacob  Be- 
man entered  the  ministry  in  18  03,  and  is  said 
to  have  been  laborious  and  useful  while  here, 
lie  never  wearied  of  preaching,  especially 
against  Calvinism.  Rev.  David  Lewis  was 
also  here  in  1817,  associated  with  the  Rev. 
James  Covell,  who  was  then   quire  young. 


James  Goodrich,  1828  ;  Rev.  Reuben  Wescott, 
Rev.  Cyrus  Prindle,  1829;  Rev.  Joshua  Poor, 
Rev.  Joseph  Fames,  1830  ;  Rev.  Joshua  Poor, 
Rev.  William  Ryder,  1831  ;  Rev.  Christopher 
Morris,  Rev.  Lyman  Prindle,  in  1832.  The 
following  presiding  elders  preached  here  durr.g 
that  quarter,  viz.  Rev.  Buell  Goodell,  Rev. 
Lewis  Pease  and  Rev.  Tobias  Spicer. 

The  Troy  Conference  organized  iu  1S32.  h.13 
sent  the  following  ministers  here:  Rev.  John 
Atley,  Rev.  John  Firch.  Rev.  Anthony  Rice,  in 
1833  ;  Rev.  David  Poor,  Rev.  Peter  Harrow- 
er,  Rev.  Arnold  Kinirsbury,  in  1834;  Rev. 
Alden  S.  Ccoper,  Rev.  Man  le  v  Witherell,  in 
183>;  Rev.  Ira  Bentley,  Rev.  Hiram  Blaneh- 
ard.  in  1S36;  and  the  Rev.  William  Hurd  in 
1S37-'3S. 

The  old  Methodist  meeting-house,  west  of 
the  Corners,  was  torn  down  in  1^22.  before  and 
after  which  time  meetings  for  the  west  side  of 


Mr.  Covell  was  born  in  the  town  of  Marl 
head,  Mass.,  in  1796.    At  the  session  of  the  t  trie  town  were  held  at  the  brick  school-house, 
N.  Y.  Conference,  held  in  June,  1816,  he  was  !  and  for  (he  east  side  in  the  schoobhous^  at  the 


admitted  on  trial,  and  was  appointed  to  the 
Brandon  circuit  in  1817.  Mr.  Covell  was  a  do- 
voted  student  and  a  good  scholar,  and  ranked 


Borough.  The  Methodists  were  without  a 
church  16  years.  In  1838,  there  were  three 
societies   formed,    each  of  which   erected  a 
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church.  The  one  at  the  Borough  was  built  first, 
an  1  dedicated  by  the  Rev.  Stephen  Martindale, 
of  Wallingford.  That  society  was  composed  of 
Episcopal  Methodists,  Close  Communion  Bap- 
tists and  Friends.  The  church  south  of  the  Cor- 
ners was  finished  next,  in  1S39,  and  dedicated 
bv  the  Rev.  Mr.  Martindale.  The  society  was 
composed  of  Methodists  and  Baptists.  The 
church  at  the  Corners  was  completed  about  the 
year  1S40,  and  dedicated  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Brown,  a  Universalist  minister.  This  was  de- 
signed as  a  Union  church,  and  was  dedicated 
as  such,  all  denominations  being  represented. 

Since  1838,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church- 
es have  been  supplied  by  the  following1  preach- 
ers :  Rev.  William  Hurd,  1838;  Rev.  Josiah  j 
Chamberlin,  1S39;  Rev.  Albert  Chamberlin 
and  Rev.  John  Brown,  1340  ;  Rev.  Albert 
Chamberlin,  1841;  Rev.  Chester  Chamberlin, 
1842-44;  Sylvester  demons,  1844-'46 ;  Rev. 
Benjamin  Cox,  1817.  From  IS  18  to  '55  there 
•was  no  regular  preacher  sent  here.  Since  that 
time  the  following  named  ministers  have  sup- 
plied: Rev.          Flurlburt,  1855;  Rev.  Lewis 

B wight,  1856;  Rev.  J.  L.Cook,  1858;  Rev. 
"Wesley  demons,  1859:  Rev.  Mr.  Hannah, 
1860;  Rev.  M.  A.  Wicker.  1861  ;  Rev.  II.  H. 
Smith,  1862  and  1863;  Rev.  Mr.  Newton, 
1864  ;  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney,  1865  ;  Rev.  D.  Rose. 
1366;  and  Rev.  Z.  C.  Picket  from  1S6T,  and 
who  continues  to  supply  the  church  here,  hav- 
ing been  returned  for  the  third  time.  A  spir- 
ited revival  took  place  here  in  the  winter  of 
1859-60,  under  the  preaching  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Clemons.  An  interesting  Sabbath  school  has 
been  connected  with  this  church  for  many 
vears,  and  libraries  have  been  established. 
Since  1830,  donation  festivals  have  become 
general  and  popular.  When  they  were  first 
introduced,  they  were  limited  to  the  supply  of 
the  pastorate,  with  such  necessary  articles  as 
each  donor  could  conveniently  spare  from  his 
own  stores.  Since  money  has  become  the 
most  plentiful  article  in  the  community,  dona- 
tions are  almost  exolusivolv  mads  in  cash,  and 
frequently  from  SI 00  to  S200  are  raised  in  an 
evening.  The  effect  of  these  festivals  has  been 
to  create  more  sympathy  among  the  people, 
and  between  the  pastor  and  people.  The  larg- 
est festival  held  was  in  the  winter  of  1868.  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Rev.  Z.  0.  Picket,  $236  ob- 
tained. Besides  the  amount  raised  at  these 
festivals,  a  salary  of  about  $500  is  paid  to  the 
minister  each  year,  raised  by  subscription. 

FRIENDS,  OR  QUAKF'RS. 

A  very  largo  number  of  the  first  settlers 


were  Quakers,  and  a  society  was  formed  here  at 
an  early  day.  Their  meetings  were  first  held 
in  a  log-house,  which  stood  on  the  hill,  west 
of  the  residence  of  Howell  Dillingham.  The 
first  church  was  erected  in  1785,  located  in  the 
S.  E.  corner  of  the  farm  now  belonging  to 
James  E.  Nichols.  The  society  held  its  meet- 
ings here  until  1806,  when  the  building  was 
sold  to  Reuben  White,  and  has  since  been  us  ^d 
for  a  barn. 

Among  the  early  members  of  this  society 
were  Stephen  Rogers,  Aaron  Hill,  Wing  Rog- 
ers, Ebenezer  Smith,  David  Lapham,  Anthony 
Nichols,  Joseph  Button,  Jacob  Eddy,  Timothy 
Bull,  Crispin  Bull,  David  Lapham,  Joseph 
I  Davis,  Jacob  Bartlett,  Luther  Colvin,  John 
Barlow,  Reuben  White,  Josiah  Southwick, 
William  Bovce,  Isaac  Wilbur,  Gilbert  Palmer, 
Nathan  Smith,  Asa  Smith,  Joseph  Irish,  Enoch 
Congor,  Ezekiel  Ballard.  Harris  Otis,  Elkanah 
Parris,  Daniel  Cook,  Jazaniah  Barrett,  Dan- 
iel Southwick,  Benjamin  Kelley  and  Aaron 
Rogers. 

Another  church  was  built  in  1805,  near  the 
present  residence  of  Howell  Dillingham,  and 
for  many  years  the  quarterly  and  monthly 
meetings  were  held  here.  At  the  time  tin's 
church  was  built,  the  Friends  outnumbered  ail 
other  religious  societies.  Many  eminent  Qua- 
kers have  preached  here,  among  whom  was 
Elias  Hicks,  who  visited  this  town  about  the 
year  1830. 

The  society  of  Friends  continued  to  prosper 
uutil  1S27,  when  the  Hicksite*  division  took 
place.  Among  those  who  were  instrumental 
in  establishing  the  Orthodox  society  here  wero 
Harris  Otis,  Friend  Smith,  Booth  Rogers  and 
others,  and  a  church  was  erected  about  the 
year  1830,  near  the  residence  of  William  Her- 
rick.  The  orthodox  society,  failing  for  mem- 
bers and  want  of  support,  finally  discontinued 
their  meetings,  and  the  church  was  torn  down 
some  10  years  since. 

In  1S45,  a  new  church  was  built  on  the  east 
side  of  the  town,  since  which  the  monthly  meet- 
ings have  been  held  there  a  part  of  the  time, 
and  the  other  part  at  the  old  church.  For  a 
number  of  years  past  the  quarterly  and  month- 
ly meetings  have  been  held  here  and  at  Gran- 
ville, N.  Y.,  alternately.  The  Friends'  church 
!  is  gradually  declining,  there  being  but  few  rnera- 
!  bers  now  living  in  town,  among  whrtm  are 
Josiah  Southwick  and  wife,  Isaac  Nichols,  Jv>hn 
Bell,  Joseph  Bartlett  and  wife,  David  Boyco 

*  See  Uistory  of  Grand  Isle,  page  536,  Vol.  II. — Ed. 
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and  wife,  Prince  Hill  and  wife,  and  Job  Scott 
aud  wife.  "We  foresee  and  apprehend  what  the 
fate  of  this  society  will  be,  and  that  a  few  years 
hence  there  will  not  be  a  member  left  in  town. 
Thus  will  pass,  and  doubtless  never  to  be  re- 
vived here,  this  venerable  and  once  prosperous 
church,  although  there  are  many  Quaker  de- 
scendants among  the  inhabitants.  The  old 
church  near  Mr.  Dillingham's  was  purchased  in 
1867  by  David  Staples,  of  Granville,  X.  Y.,  and 
toru  down,  which  created  some  difficulty  among 
the  people  and  members  of  the  society,  it  being 
claimed  by  some  that,  according  to  the  deed, 
the  building  could  not  thus  bf  sold.  The  prem- 
ises were  deeded  in  1807,  by  Joseph  Button 
and  Harris  Otis,  to  Anthony  Nichols  and  Eze- 
kiel  Ballard,  as  being  members  of  the  denom- 
ination of  Friends,  and  appointed  by  said  denom- 
ination of  people,  by  a  minute  of  their  monthly 
meeting,  to  take  the  deed.  The  money  paid 
for  these  premises  was  the  property  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  by  the  members  thereof  raised  by  a 
free,  voluntary  contribution  for  that  purpose, 
which  premises  were  to  be  holden  entirely  for 
the  use  and  benifit  of  the  society  forever,  and 
their  successors  in  membership  that  should  re- 
main in  .unity  with  the  society.  Also,  all  the 
privileges  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belong- 
ing were  conveyed  to  Amhony  Nichols  and 
Ezekiel  Ballard,  as  members  of  said  people,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  yearly,  quarterly  and 
monthly  meetings  of  the  Friends  and  their  suc- 
cessors that  should  remain  in  unity  in  the  said 
meetings,  forever.  "Whether  they  had  a  right 
to  sell  the  building  or  not,  it  was  torn  down  very 
much  against  the  wishes  of  the  people,  especial- 
ly many  who  had  friends  buried  there,  and 
whose  efforts  to  check  the  proceedings  were  un- 
availing. This  venerable  structure,  which  had 
stood  there  for  more  than  60  years,  and  in  which 
the  fathers  and  mothers  of  the  town  worshipped, 
and  around  wrhich  sacred  recollections  clung, 
was  thus  sacrilegiously  torn  down.  The  burial- 
ground  connected  with  the  church,  in  which  lie 
the  remains  of  many  of  the  earlier  members  of 
the  society,  and  those  of  later  times,  still  make  it 
a  hallowed  snot.  It  is  still  the  wish  of  many  that 
when  they  die  their  bodies  may  be  deposited  in 
this  yard.  It  was  also  their  wish  to  have  the 
church  stand  there,  for  funeral  purposes,  if  for 
no  other. 

Besides  the  churches  and  societies  already 
named,  there  have  been,  within  our  limits,  Con- 
gregationalists,  Universalis^,  Second  Advent- 
ists  and  Spiritualists.  The  Congregationaiists 
and  Dniversalists  have  been  at  times  quite  nu- 


merous. The  church  of  the  Disciples  has  also 
been  represented  here.  Within  the  past  ten  or 
twelve  years  Spiritualism  has  prevailed  to  a 
considerable  extent,  and  at  present  there  are  a 
large  number  of  believers  in  the  new  spiritual 
philosophy. 

CEJIETERIES. 

There  are  some  6  or  7  public  cemeteries  in 
the  town,  besides  severel  family  cemeteries. 
The  oldest  is  on  the  farm  originally  owned  bv 
Micah  Vail,  and  now  by  Eunice  Reed.  It  was 
given  to  the  town  in  1  776.  by  Capt.  John  Vail, 
and  Micah  Vail  and  his  wife  were  the  first  per- 
sons  interred ;  it  is  almost  entirely  occupied. 
The  next  oldest  is  west  of  the  Corners,  on  the 
farm  of  Ira  II.  Vail.  It  was  given  to  the 
town  in  1785,  by  Henry  Herrick.  The  third 
was  laid  off  from  the  Lemuel  Grffiith  farm  in 
1 7l>5.  This  yard  has  recently  been  enlarged 
and  improved,  being  enclosed  by  a  neat  and 
durable  fence.  The  Friends  or  Qnaker  ceme- 
tery is  next  oldest,  laid  out  in  1806.  Gilbert 
Palmer  was  the  first  person  interred.  The 
Friends  have  another  small  burial  ground,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  town,  laid  off  from  the  farm 
originally  owned  by  Anthony  Nichols,  and  near 
the  residence  of  Isaac  Nichols.  The  next  one 
is  a  small  public  cemetery,  near  the  residence 
of  Edwin  Staples.  There  is  also  another  in  the 
Little  Village,  and  one  in  the  northwest  part 
of  the  town,  near  the  residence  of  Erwin  E. 
Liilie.  and  another  cemetery,  near  Scottsville, 
laid  off  from  the  farm  of  Joseph  Bull.  It 
has  lately  been  enlarged  and  handsomely  im- 
proved. In  1SC5,  an  association  was  formed, 
known  as  the  Danby  Cemetery  Association, 
chartered  by  the  State  Legislature,  and  to 
George  Hadwin,  G.  W.  Phillips,  W.  L.  Phillips, 
Charles  Nichols.  Nelson  Colvin,  Thomas  Nich- 
ols, 0.  B.  Hadwin.  David  Griffith,  J.  S.  Perry, 
A.  S.  Baker,  R.  E.  Caswell,  S.  P.  Scott,  S.  W. 
Phillips  and  others.  This  association  was  or- 
ganized in  1866.  The  cemetery  contains  one 
acre  or  more,  laid  out  in  lots,  avenues  and 
walks,  alleys  and  areas,  substantially  fenced, 
and  a  contract  has  just  been  completed  for  set- 
ting the  cemetery  to  shade-trees,  and  to  grade 
the  lots  in  tiers  with  the  avenues,  etc.,  which, 
when  completed,  will  make  as  fine  a  cemetery 
as  there  is  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

FAMILY  SKETCHES. 
y^TE. — b.  stan*!-*  for  U'ru ;   tu.  lor  married;  d.  for 
ilie.l ;  and  da.  f»-.r  daughter, 

Allen',  John,  from  Rhode  Island,  at  a  very 
early  day,  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  An- 
thony Haley,    lie  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
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in  that  part  of  the  town.  His  log-cabin  was 
erected  a  few  rods  east  from  where  the  dwell- 
ing houso  now  stands.  He  died  many  years 
since  at  an  advanced  age,  leaving  5  sons : 
Prince,  Zoeth,  John,  Jude  and  Isaac.  Jude  m. 
Phebe,  da.  of  Elihu  Benson,  and  settled  in 
Genesee  Co.,  N".  Y.,  where  he  died. 

Prince  m.  a  da.  of  Daniel  Bowen.  was  a  re- 
spected citizen ;  twice  m.  :  children  by  first 
wife,  Abigail  Daniel,  Tra  ra.  Rebecca,  da.  of 
Stephen  Calkins,  Jr.;  Prussia,  Joseph  and  Lau- 
ra ;  2d,  Experience,  da.  of  Job  King  ;  children  : 
King,  David,  Ruth,  Hannah,  Rhoda  and  Rhoba. 

Zoeth  m.  Jane  Harper,  was  selectman  9 
years,  representative  in  the  Legislature  4  years, 
and  a  justice  of  the  peace  27  years,  being  the 
longest  time  any  man  has  served  in  that  office 
in  this  town.  In  1320  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Western  New  York.  His  children 
were  Isaac,  Sally,  Joshua,  Sylvia  and  Jane. 

Isaac  m.  Sylvia,  da.  of  Jonathan  Staples, 
and  settled  in  Little  Tillage,  but  finally  remov- 
ed to  Collins.  X.  Y. 

John,  Jr.,  m.  Sally  Brown;  settled  in  the 
N.  W.  part  of  the  town,  but  moved  to  Pawlet 
in  1815.  He  was  a  substantial  rr.  ■  died  in 
1852,  aged  91  ;  his  wife  in  1851,  age  ..  His 
sons  were  Nathan  and  Elisha.  Narha  m.  Ju- 
lia Leffiingwell.  of  Middletown.  and  settled  in 
Pawlet;  was  one  of  the  directors  of  Poultney 
bank  for  several  years.  He  died  in  1863,  aged 
72. 

Joseph,  son  of  Prince  Allen,  m.  Laura,  da.  of 
Alexander  Barrett,  and  succeeded  to  the  home- 
ptead  of  his  father.  He  removed  to  Lincoln, 
Yt.,  in  1842,  where  he  died  some  years  since. 
Alexander,  his  oldest  son,  living  at  the  "West, 
is  the  only  representative  of  the  family  living. 

Andrus,  Hon.  John  II.,  from  Colchester,  Ct., 
in  1780,  m.  Rachael  Wdley,  and  settled  in  the 
west  part  of  the  town.  He  was  selectman  11 
years,  representative  9  years:  being  the  long- 
est term  that  any  man  has  served  in  that  office  :- 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1814.  and  a  councillor  in  1820;  in  1811,  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  county  court,  and  again  in 
1813.  He  removed  to  Pawlet  in  1822.  where 
he  died  in  1811,  aged  73.  His  wife  died  in  '21, 
apred  5 0.  Their  children  were  John,  Ezra, 
Hannah,  Tempa,  Sophia,  Clara,  Julia  and  Alta. 

Andrews,  Dr.  Joseph,  from  llubbardron  in 
1$38,  settled  hero  in  the  practice  of  medicine. 
Ho  removed  back  to  Hubbardton,  and  from 
thence  to  Granville,  his  present  place  of  resi- 
dence. 

Andrews,  Dr.  David,  from  Hubbardton, 


settled  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  in  his 
profession.  He  was  also  a  Methodist  preacher 
and  exhorter.  Ho  m.,  1st,  Nadocia  Woodcock, 
who  died  in  1863.  aged  42 ;  2d,  Betsey  Wait,  and 
removed  to  Brant,  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
died  some  2  years  since.  His  son  Joseph  is  a 
graduate  of  Castleton  Meuical  College,  and  is  a 
practicing  physician  in  Brant. 

Armstrong,  Joseph,  from  Bennington  in  '76, 
was  a  temporary  resident.  He  settled  iu  the 
north  west  part  of  the  town,  and  a  portion  of 
hi3  farm  was  afterwards  included  in  the  town 
of  Pawdet,  where  he  finally  settled.  [See  His- 
tory of  Pawlet.  ] 

Axtel,  Daniel,  married  Sarah,  da.  of  Jona- 
than Baker,  and  settled  at  the  Corners,  where 
he  kept  store  for  several  years.  He  was  con- 
stable from  1827  to  '29.  He  now  lives  ia  W. 
New  York. 

BaKER,  Stephen,  from  Rhode  Island  in 
1790,  m.  Susanna  Mathewson,  and  settled  in 
Little  Yillage  in  1801.  Some  time  after  this 
he  went  to  Rhode  Island,  where  he  resided  for 
a  few  years.  In  1828  he  returned  to  this  town 
and  settled  near  Scottsville,  where  his  son  Oreou 
now  lives.  He  died  in  1858,  aged  80.  His 
widow  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  S3,  having 
been  a  smart,  active  woman  in  her  day.  Al- 
though far  advanced  in  years,  she  distinctly  re- 
members the  events  conuected  with  their  early 
settlement  here,  the  customs  and  circumstances 
of  those  days.  They  raised  a  family:  Anson, 
Benjamin,  Brayton,  Edia,  Oreon,  Austin  S., 
John,  Sarah,  Elizabeth  and  Philena.  John,  the 
youngest  son,  m.  Julia,  daughter  of  Israel  Shel- 
don, and  has  settled  near  Scottsville. 

Baker,  Edia,  m.  Salusha  Davenport,  and  set-  <( 
tied  near  Scottsville.  She  died  in  1864,  aged  > 
46.  He  next  m.  Henriette,  widow  of  John 
Scott.  He  died  in  1S66,  aged  53.  He  was 
justice  of  the  peace  a  number  of  years.  We 
know  of  but  two  children  :  Joel  C,  and  George 
now  in  the  U.  S.  service.  Joel  C.  is  an  attor- 
ney. He  married  Addie,  da.  of  L.  P.  Howe, 
and  lives  in  Rutland.  He  is  at  present  the  lo- 
cal editor  of  the  Rutland  Herald. 

Baker,  Peter,  brother  of  Stephen,  from 
Rhode  Island  in  1804,  m.  Hannah  Millard,  and 
settled  in  the  Little  Yillage.  He  died  in  1852, 
aged  78  ;  his  wife  in  '37,  need '63  ;  children 
were:  Lydia,  Candace.  m.  Daniel  Kelley; 
Jonathan,  Sanford,  Stephen.  Witlard,  Amasa 
and  Nathan  L.  Lydia  m.  E'j:er  Wooden,  and 
:~eltlod  in  Michigan.  Jonathan  m.  Anna  IIos- 
more  of  Mt.  Holly,  where  he  settled.  His  chil- 
dren aro :    Marccllus,  m.  a  Wheeler,  and  lives- 
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at  the  Borough — a  first-class  mechanic — Anna, 
James,  Maiy  and  Ann.  Sanford  m.  Lydia  Hill 
of  Montpelier;  settled  iu  Mt.  Holly,  subse- 
quently in  Mt.  Tabor,  where  he  has  lived  some 
40  years :  children  :  George,  m.  Jennie  Wil- 
liams, and  has  kept  tavern  at  the  Borough  sev- 
eral years ;  Naomi,  m.  Louis  Streeter,  who  di- 
ed at  New  Orleans,  during  the  war  of  1861  ; 
Mary,  m.  George  Bealls,  and  lived  in  Phillips- 
ton,  Mass. ;  Henry  J.  m.  Marion  Williams ; 
Lydia  Ann,  ra.  Timothy  Shepard,  and  lives  in 
Phillipston,  Mass.;  refer:  Nathan,  died  at 
Baltimore  duriug  the  rebellion  :  Charles  and 
Merrill.  ' 

Baker,  Willard.  m,  Esther  Gordon,  and  set- 
tled first  in  Starksboro,  and  settled  here  a  few 
years  since.  They  have  raised  but  two  chil- 
dren, Oliver  G.  and  George.  Oliver  m.  Eu- 
genie, da.  of  Harvey  Emerson,  and  settled  with 
his  father.  Geortre  was  a  member  of  the  14th 
regiment,  and  killed  at  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg. 

Baker,  Nathaniel  L,.  m.  Sophroma.  da.  of 
Joseph  Bartlett ;  was  constable  and  collector  in 
1863  ;  children  :  Henry  S.  :  Adelaide,  m.  Loren 
F.  Sheldon,  of  Rupert ;  Alice,  m.  P.  W.  Thomp- 
son, of  Mt.  Tabor  ;  and  Sumner  W.  ;  Henry  S. 
a  graduate  of  Middlebury  College,  is  now  prin- 
cipal of  West  Pawlet  Academy. 

Ballard,  Ezekiel,  from  Rhode  Island  in 
1775,  m.  Dinah  Shippee,  and  settled  on  the 
north  part  of  the  farm  now  owned  by  A.  A. 
Mathewson.  The  orchard  which  he  set  out 
there  is  still  standing.  His  firm  was  originally 
confined  to  a  few  acres,  hut  he  finally  became 
a  large  landholder.  He  was  a  Quaker,  one  of 
the  early  members  of  that  society,  a  great  hun- 
ter, and  somewhat  eccentric  in  his  habits.  His 
stories  of  hunting  in  the  early  days  of  the  town 
were  very  amusing,  as  well  as  interesting. 
The  rehearsals  of  encounters  with  bears,  pan- 
thers, catamounts  and  other  wild  game,  and 
the  manner  in  which  he  would  tell  them,  was 
pleasing  to  the  old  and  young.  Although  in 
imminent  danger  many  times,  "  Zeke,"'  as  he 
often  called  himself,  would  seldom  miss  his 
aim.  He  was  very  fond  of  story-telling,  full  of 
wit  and  humor,  kind  and  genial  towards  every 
one.  He  made  his  last  settlement  on  the 
farm  now  occupied  by  J.  T.  Griffith.  The 
house  in  which  he  lived  was  torn  down  several 
years  since.  Ho  died  in  1823,  aged  80  ;  his 
wife  a  few  years  after. 

B.vxcKorr,  Amasa,  from  Montpelier,  in  1802, 
m.  Lydia,  da.  of  Barney  Hadwin,  settled  at  the 
Borough,  in  the  tannery  business ;  was  select- 


man 2  years,  represented  the  town  in  1852  i 
was  a  very  capable  and  worthy  citizen.  Ho 
was  killed  in  1856,  while  drawing  bark  from 
the  mountain.  His  horses  becoming  sudden- 
ly frightened,  he  was  thrown  bfneath  the 
wheels,  the  heavily  loaded  wagon  passing 
over  him.  He  survived  but  two  days.  He 
was  45  years  of  age,  and  left  four  children. 

Bartlett.  Jacob,  from  Rhode  Island  in 
1795,  m.  Anna  Cook,  and  settled  near  the 
present  homestead  of  Willard  Baker.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Quaker  society.  His  house 
was  situated  on  the  old  road,  now  discontin- 
ued. He  first  lived  in  a  house  built  of  birch 
poles,  the  interstices  filled  with  mud,  and 
roofed  with  bark.  There  was  but  one  other 
log-cabin  at  the  Borough  at  that  time.  He 
was  about  the  first  blacksmith  in  town,  and 
worked  at  that  trade  for  many  years.  Some 
of  his  work,  done  in  1797,  is  still  to  be  seen. 
He  died  at  Granvihe,  N.  T.,  in  1837,  aged  86  ; 
his  wife  in  1846,  aged  96.  They  raised  a  fam- 
ily :  Jacob.  Joseph,  Daniel,  Jemima,  Naomi, 
Anna,  Sarah  and  Judith.  Jacob  m.  Cynthia, 
da.  of  Deliverance  Roger3,  and  removed  to 
Ohio  in  1837.  Daniel  m.  Eliza  Potter,  and 
died  in  1822.  He  was  a  carpenter.  Naomi 
m.  Albert  Mead,  and  settled  in  Ferrisburg. 
Anna  m  Augustus  Rogers,  and  settled  in  Fer- 
risburg. Sarah  m.  Richard  Barnes,  and  live3 
in  Saratoga,  N.  T.  Judith  m.  Enoch  Colvin, 
and  settled  in  Danby.  He  was  a  son  of  Jo- 
seph Bartlett,  who,  together  with  his  two 
brothers,  Jacob  and  Abner,  emigrated  from 
Manchester,  England,  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century.  Joseph  settled  in 
Rhode  Island,  Abner  settled  in  Massachusetts, 
and  Jacob  settled  in  New  Hampshire.  From 
them  have  sprung  the  numerous  family  of 
Bartletts  in  America.  Josiah  Bartlett.  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
was  a  descendant  of  Jacob  Bartlett  of  New 
Hampshire.  Joseph,  m.  1st,  Phebe,  da,  of 
Stephen  Colvin,  who  died  in  ]S2r>y  aged  29 — 
2d,  Eliza  Potter.  3d,  Mary,  widow  of  Phillip 
Potter,  with  whom  ho  now  lives.  They  have 
attained  the  ages  of  77  and  74,  respectively. 
Ho  has  been  a  very  industrious  man,  and  still 
retains  great  physical  and  mental  ability.  Ho 
came  here  with  his  father,  at  the  age  of  thfee, 
and  has  been  a  resident  of  the  town  ever  since. 
He  is  a  natural  and  very  ingenious  mechan- 
ic, anjl  has  framed  and  assisted  in  eroeti-.vj'  a 
good  many  buildings.  Much  of  his  work  has 
been  done  by  "scribe  rule.''  In  1^27.  ho 
built  the  saw-mill  known  as  the  ki  Bourne's 
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raill;"  and  i°  1837  the  grist-mill  now  owned  by 
II.  B.  Jenkins.  He  is  quiet  and  domestic  in 
his  habits,  and  highly  esteemed.  To  him  we 
are  especially  indebted  for  many  items  compos- 
ing this  chapter.  His  children  are  :  Mary  Ann. 
m.  Joel  Chamberlin,  and  lives  in  Ohio;  Ira, 
in.  Huldah  Colvin,  and  lives  in  Granville; 
Henry,  m.  Salusha  Davis;  Daniel,  m.  Olive,  da. 
of  Samuel  Emerson,  and  lives  in  Ohio :  So- 
phronia ;  Phebe,  m.  Frank  A.  Carpenter,  of 
Poultney ;  Chloe :  George,  m.  Sarah  Jane 
Smith. 

Bartlett,  Abndr,  from  Rhode  Island  in 
1798,  m.  Drusilia  Smith.  He  first  erected  a 
log-cabin  on  the  hill  east  of  Xelson  Kelley's, 
and  the  following  year  a  framed  house  further 
east,  still  standing.  He  was  a  blacksmith,  and 
worked  with  his  brother  Jacob  some.  He 
died  in  1801,  with  the  small  pox,  leaving 
children  :  Dexter;  Anna,  m.  Levi  Taft ;  Savid ; 
Smith,  m.  Lydia,  Mary,  Daniel.  Abel  and  Jere- 
my. Dexter  succeeded  to  the  homestead  of 
his  father,  in  18-40  removed  to  Hoi  laud  Pur- 
chase. N.  T.,  where  he  died  in  1866.  Savid, 
m.  Prussia,  da.  of  Prince  Allen.  He  was  a 
machinist  and  edge-tool  manufacturer.  He 
built  a  trip-hammer  in  1810,  near  the  high 
bridge,  for  the  manufacture  of  edpre-tools, 
which  business  he  carried  on  for  nearly  30 
years.  A  blaeksmiih-shop  was  run  in  connec- 
tion with  this  manufactory.  He  was  called, 
and  sustained  the  reputation  of  being  the  best 
scythe-manufacturer  in  the  country.  Many  of 
his  scythes  and  axes  are  still  in  existence.  He 
was  selectman  from  1S21  to  1821,  and  occu- 
pied other  positions  of  trust.  In  1840,  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Holland  Purchase. 
He  died  in  1856;  his  wife  in  18GS.  quite  ad- 
vanced in  years.  The-ir  children  were  Abner, 
Prince  Marcus,  Plyn,  Ruth,  Smith  and  David. 
Marcus,  m.  Fanny,  da.  of  Azel  Kelley,  and  set- 
tled here  a  few  years,  being  a  school  teacher 
by  profession.  He  was  the  first  superintend- 
ent of  common  schools.  He  is  at  present  liv- 
ing in  Collins,  N.  T.,  and  is  assistant  assessor 
of  Internal  Revenue.  Plyn  m.  Susan,  da.  of 
Ephraim  Chace.  and  lives  in  Collins.  He  is 
the  owner  of  a  splendid  horse,  valued  at  $  5,000. 
The  horse  is  a  native  cf  this  town.  Abel.  m. 
Hannah  Boomer,  wis  a  blacksmith,  and  work- 
ed in  the  same  shop  with  his  brother  Savid. 
He  was  buried  to  geatfe  m  1821,  while  burn- 
J  a  coal  pit,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Jo- 
Biab  Soathwiek,  A  cabin  which  stood  near 
the  coal  pit,  in  which  he  was  sleeping  in 
company  with  two  others,  caught  fire,  and  bo- 


fore  he  could  escape,  he  inhaledthe  flames,  which 
proved  fatal.  He  survived  but  a  short  time. 
He  was  but  25  years  of  age.  His  widow  :3 
still  living,  at  the  age  of  74.  He  left  but  2 
children,  Ann  and  Abel.  Abel  m.  Mary 
McLaughlin,  and  resides  in  Spuyten  Duyv.L. 
X.  Y.  He  is  the  inventor  and  patentee  of 
several  useful  inventions,  among  which  is  the 
"  Bartlett  Polar  Refrigerator,''  so  extensively 
known.  He  is  also  a  landscape  painter  and  an 
artist  of  fine  taste.  He  has  acquired  a  larze 
fortune,  and  has  2  children,  Charles  and  Ada. 
Daniel,  m.  Ruth,  da.  of  Deliverance  Rocrers. 
He  represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature  :a 
1834  '35,  wa.s  selectman  3  years,  and  occupied 
other  positions  of  trust.  Their  children  were  : 
Lucius,  Wing,  John.  Deliverance,  Mary,  m. 
Freeman  Paddock,  of  Dorset ;  Lydia,  Marti  a 
and  David. 

Barrett,  Jazaxiah,  from  Rhode  Island  in 
1806,  m.  Rhoda  Reed.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Quaker  society.  He  at  first  was  extensively 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  potash.  Af- 
terwards was  for  many  years  a  successful 
merchant.  He  died  some  years  since,  at 
White  Creek,  X.  Y.  His  children  were :  John, 
Jonathan,  Jazaniah,  Elisha,  George,  Stephen, 
Hannah,  m.  Slocum  Barker,  of  White  Creek: 
Abagail,  and  Rhoda,  m.  Obadiah  Alma.  Ste- 
phen m.  Eliza  Barker,  and  was  engaged  in  The 
mercantile  business ;  subsequently  moved  to 
Middletown,  and  was  one  of  the  active  business 
men  of  that  town  many  years.  John,  m.  Hul- 
dah Brown,  of  White  Creek,  X.  Y.,  and  settled 
at  the  Corners  in  the  mercantile  business,  in 
which  he  was  engaged  for  several  years,  bat 
long  since  removed  from  town.  Jonathan,  m, 
Anna  Barker;  was  a  man  of  consideraiue 
shrewdness  and  activity,  although  not  very 
successful  in  business.  He  built  the  Sr-t 
woolen  factory,  in  IS  10,  which  he  run  success- 
fully for  a  number  of  years  ;  but  a  pressure  of 
circumstances  caused  a  failure  in  1S25.  by 
which  he  was  nearly  or  entirely  ruined.  Many 
of  his  creditors  io;>t  quite  heavily,  which  proved 
ruinous  to  many  bu.-incss  men  and  farmers, 
lie  subsequently  removed  to  Granville,  X.  Y.. 
where  he  stiil  lives.  Jazaniah,  Jr..  m.  Sally 
Barker,  of  Tinmouth  ;  wa.s  a  merchant  many 
I  years;  at  one  time  owned  throe  stores,  one  •  !  ;h 
in  Danby,  Tinmouth  and  Middletown.  He  ftnal- 
j  ly  removed  to  Middletown,  where  he  cor/'-  i  1 
the  mercantile  business,  until  about  the  year 
1830.  He  did  a  large  business  for  a  number  of 
years,  as  a  merchant,  and  in  buying  and  sell* 
tag  cattle  and  farm  produce. 
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Barrett,  Capt.  Alexander,  came  to  this 
town  about  1788  ;  m.  Catherine,  widow  of 
Capt.  John  Vail;  was  one  of  the  earliest  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  church,  and  a  class-leader; 
a  man  of  considerable  wealth,  was  a  captain  in 
the  local  militia,  and  occupied  many  prominent 
positions  in  society;  died  iu  18 19,  aged  81; 
bis  wife  in  1847,  aged  79.  Their  children 
were:  Sophronia  ;  Fanny,  m.  Martin  Bromley, 
and  lived  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  ;  Anna.  Cantlin, 
Laura  and  Hannah.  Cantlin  m.  Polly  Odell, 
and  succeeded  to  the  homestead,  and  some 
years  after  removed  to  Ohio. 

Barrett,  Levi,  from  Pawlet,  m.  Harriet 
Powell,  and  settled  at  the  Borough.  He  car- 
ried on  the  tannery  business,  now  owned  by 
Lincoln  &  Mattocks,  and  did  a  large  business 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  selectman  4 
years,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture,   lie  removed  to  Olean.  N.  Y.,  in  1868. 

Barnes,  Bradford,  born  at  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  in  1746,  came  here  in  1790,  and  settled 
on  the  Rowland  Stafford  farm,  near  the  Bor- 
ough, now  owned  by  A.  S.  Baker.  He  m. 
Sarah  Howard,  who  died  in  1830,  aged  75. 
He  kept  a  public  house  until  1800,  which  was 
about  the 'first  tavern  on  the  east  side  of  the 
town.  He  was  selectman  3  years,  from  1790  ; 
became  a  leading  farmer  and  was  held  in  es- 
teem. He  died  in  1816,  aged  69.  His  chil- 
dren were :  Ho.-en,  Benjamin,  Bradford,  Jr.. 
and  Sally.  Benjamin,  m.  Zilphia  Cifford,  and 
succeeded  to  the  homestead  of  his  father  ;  was 
justice  17  years ;  in  the  Legislature  2  years, 
from  1832  and  entrusted  with  numerous  other 
town  offices.  He  was  an  upright,  amiable  citi- 
zen, and  a  well  informed  man,  full  of  anecdote 
and  humor.  He  died  in  1S61,  aged  72,  leav- 
ing children  :  Clarissa,  Sophronia,  Heman  and 
Harriet.  Clarissa  m.  Joel  Nichols,  and  lives  in 
Montpelier.  neman  died  from  the  effects  of  a 
cancer,  in  1859. 

Barncm,  Gideon,  from  Rhode  Island  at  a 
very  early  day,  was  a  manufacturer  of  potash 
iu  early  times,  and  a  Methodist  class  leader  for 
many  years,  ne  and  his  wifo  both  died  long 
since.  Their  children  were:  Timothy;  Ann, 
m.  William  Like  ;  Rhoda,  m.  Amasa  Wade ; 
Abngail,  m.  a  Harding;  and  Sally. 

Benson,  Elihu,  from  Rhode  Island ;  came 
early  as  1778,  but  we  learn  ho  did  not  make 
a  permanent  settlement  until  some  years  after. 
He  was  of  English  ti\scent,  his  ancestors  hav- 
ing emigrated  at  an  early  day.  He  died  mid- 
dlo  aged  ;  his  widow  in  1S49,  aired  92  ;  chil- 
dren :   Allen,  Daniel,  Solomon,  Rut  us,  Duty, 


David,  Amos,  Job,  Jacob,  Elizabeth,  Chios  and 
Phebe.  Allen  m.  Loraine  Bromley,  and  lived 
upon  the  homestead,  where  ho  died.  Daniel 
m.  1st,  Billah  Benson,  a  cousin,  and  settled  in 
Dorset ;  2d,  Sarah  Rogers,  who  is  now  dead. 
He  is  still  living.  Solomon  was  drowned  in 
Lake  Ontario.  Rufus  m.  Ruth  Marsh,  went  to 
Ellisburg,  N.  Y.,  and  from  thence  to  Ohio,  and 
is  now  dead.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Platts- 
burg.  Duty  and  David  were  twins,  and  both 
served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  drew  a  pension. 
The  former  m.  a  Cook,  and  the  latter  a  Briggs, 
and  settled  in  Michigan.  Amos  m.  1st,  a  Gif- 
ford,  and  removed  to  Jefferson  county,  X.  Y. 
2d,  a  Hubbard.  Job  m.  a  Hastings,  and  went 
to  Ohio.  Jacob  m  Tily  Record,  and  settled  in 
Dorset.  He  is  now  living  in  Ohio  ;  Chloe  m. 
a  Leach,  went  to  Ohio,  aud  is  now  dead. 

Bisfiop,  John  M.,  from  Salisbury,  m.  a 
daughter  of  Ishmael  Matterson.  He  built  and 
run  a  cloth-dressing  and  fulling  mill  several 
years  ;  raised  a  family  of  several  children,  none 
of  whom  lived  in  town. 

Boyce,  David,  married  Jemima,  da.  of 
John  Hill,  and  settled  east  of  the  Corners,  on  a 
portion  of  the  farm  now  belonging  to  J.  E. 
Nichols.  In  1853,  he  removed  to  the  east  side. 
He  is  an  exemplary  Friend,  and  a  worthy 
member  of  that  society,  and  highly  esteemed. 
They  have  but  one  da ,  Sarah,  m.  J.  B.  Nichols. 

Bourne,  Edmund,  from  Wallingford  in  1S41, 
m.  Electa  Bradley,  and  settled  at  the  Borough, 
as  a  carpenter  and  house-builder — also  owned 
and  run  a  saw-mill  over  20  years.  In  1853, 
while  plastering,  some  mortar  accidentally 
flew  into  his  eye3,  which  nearly  destroyed  his 
sisrht,  and  he  is  now  nearly  blind.  They  have 
children,  Charles,  Montreville,  Sophronia  and 
Jennie.  Charles  m.  Mary  Sinclair,  and  is  su- 
perintendent of  a  cotton  factory  at  Valparaiso, 
Iud.  Montreville  m.  Susan  Bucklin,  of  Shrews- 
bury, and  is  freight  agent  at  Rutland  on  the 
Rutland  and  Bennington  Railroad. 

Bradley,  Elijah,  from  Wallingford  in  1841. 
m.  Elizabeth,  da.  of  James  Soule,  and  settled 
at  the  Borough.  He  was  overseer  on  the  mar- 
ble quarries  for  many  years,  and  universally 
beloved  by  his  men.  He  was  killed  instantly, 
while  falling  a  tree,  in  1868,  aged  47.  He  left 
2  children,  Emmagene  and  Georcrie. 

Bradley,  John,  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scot- 
land, born  in  1S2S.  came  to  America  at  the  age 
of  14,  and  has  visited  his  native  country  three 
times  ;  m.  Mary  Ann  Millard,  now  lives  in  the 
Little  Village. 

Brouguton,  P.  A.  n.,  from  Hampton,  N.  Y., 


DANBY. 


liJtU,  m.  Margaret  McGowan.  and  settled  at 
the  Borough  in  the  blacksrnithing  business. 
He  served  in  the  late  war,  at  his  trade,  being 
a  member  of  Co.  I,  7th,  Regiment  Vt.  Vols. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  church,  and  a  zealous 
office  bearer;  has  3  children. 

Bromley,  William,  Sen*.,  from  Nine  Part- 
ners, N.  Y.,  in  1770,  settled  on  the  prevent 
honi3stead  of  Ira  EL  Tail  His  log-cibiu  was 
erected  where  the  framed  house  now  stands ; 
was  town  clerk  from  1776  to 'SO;  proprietors' 
clerk  in  1 7S6  ;  one  of  the  committee  of  safety  in 
1777  ;  selectman  in  1781.  and  held  the  office 
of  town  treasurer  fro:n  1783  to  '83.  ITe  was  a 
nnn  of  strong  sense  and  sound  judgment.  He 
died  in  1803,  aged  8-4;  his  wife  a  short  time 
previous.  The  children:  Charles;  Daniel; 
William,  Jr.,;  John;  Charity,  rn.  John  Hop- 
kins, of  Tinmouth  ;  Mary.  m.  Elisha.  Harring- 
ton ;  Sarah ;  Elizabeth  ;  and  Juda,  m.  James 
Frink.  and  lire!  in  Petersburg,  X.  Y.  Charles 
lived  but  a  short  time  in  town.  His  children 
were  Charles  and  Ichabod.  John,  the  young- 
est son,  was  a  speculator  in  horses  and  cattle, 
and  did  a  large  business  in  that  line.  He  pur- 
chased a  large  drove,  which  lie  took  to  Virgin- 
ia, where  it  is  supposed  he  settled.  He  has 
not  been  heard  from  since.  Daniel,  m.  Betsey 
Halleck,  and  was  a  thrifty  farmer  and  exempla- 
ry citizen.  They  both  died  at  an  advanced  age. 
Their  children  were:  Joseph,  Daniel,  Halleck, 
Zephaniah,  Lovine,  Polly,  Charlotte  and  Betsey, 
nearly  all  of  whom  removed  to  Plattsburg, 
N.  Y.  Daniel  became  a  Methodist  preacher. 
Lovine  lived  upon  the  homestead  until  IS  11, 
when  he  removed  to  Pawlet.  lie  was  a  cap- 
tain of  the  militia ;  m.  Nancy,  da.  of  Daniel 
Hulett;  he  died  in  1849,  aged  49 — children  of 
whom  :  Daniel  H.  m.  L'lcy  Thompson,  and  is 
a  merchant  at  Pawlet  village,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Legislature  2  years  from  that 
town  ;  George  W.,  a  physician,  m.  Angenette 
C'ark,  and  live3  in  Huntington;  Jerome  B.,  m. 
Laura  Clark,  is  an  attorney  at  Pawlet,  and  was 
state's  attorney  for  the  county  in  1SG5  ami  '06; 
Adams  L. ;  Fayette,  m.  Alta  Herrick.  Henry, 
the  youngest  son,  is  blind,  and  has  received  an 
education  at  the  asylum  for  the  blind  in  Boston, 
and  lives  in  Pawlet.  William,  Jr.,  m.  Faithful, 
da.  of  Thomas  Harrington.  He  came  with  his 
father,  a  mere  lad,  and  served  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war  quite  young ;  drew  a  pension  under  the 
act  of  Congress  of  I  S  1 S  ;  was  also  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812;  died  in  18  IS,  agred  90— his  wife 
in  1850,  aged  89.    They  reared  children  :  Tol- 


!  man,  Willard,  Miner,  Loraine,  Faithful,  Mary, 
i  Freelove,  Lydia  and  Elizabeth.     Willard  m. 
I  first,  Ruba  Frink,;  2d,  Lydia,  da.  of  Job  Kinsr, 
j  who  died  in  18G5.   Willard  is  still  living,  at  tie 
|  age  of  79.    Miner  m.  Julia  Rudd — of  their  13 
j  children,  Louisa,  Leonora,  Lyman,  Margaret.  Ma- 
J  riah,  Amos  and  Charles,  are  now  living.  Lydia 
died  in  186S,  and  James,  the  second  son.  was 
a  soldier  in  the  late  rebellion,  and  was  killed  in 
the  fight  before  Richmond.    Amos  m.  Cata.  da. 
of  L.  G-.  Paris,  and  lives  with  his  father. 

Bromley,  Betiiuel,  from  Preston,  Ct,  in 
j  1777,  settled  on  the  present  homestead  of  Hi- 
|  ram  Bromley.     He  was  a  brother  of  William 

Bromley,  Sen.,  and  m.  first,   Herrick,  who 

died  previous  to  his  settling  here  ;  2d,  Susan- 
na Weller,  from  whom  he  separated  ;  3d,  Lydia 
McCleveland.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
here,  and  experienced  all  the  hardships  and 
privations  of  a  settlement  in  the  wilderness, 
and  died  in  18 — ,  aged  about  70.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Joshua,  Bethuel,  Barton,  William, 
Abigail  m.  Ellery  Morris,  Rebecca,  Lucretia.  Eli 
m.  Debra  Sherman,  Benjamin,  m.  Lydia  Har- 
vey, David;  and  Lucy,  m.  James  Mead  of  Easton, 
N.  Y.  Bethuel,  m.  Charity  Miller,  and  settled 
in  Canada.  William,  m.  Rhoda  Smith,  settled 
here — afterwards  removed  to  Castleton — raised 
6  children,  of  whom  are:  Smith,  m.  Phebe 
Wescott,  and  settled  in  Clarendon  ;  Brad  lock, 
Sabrina,  m.  Peleg  Eddy  ;  Rosalinda,  m.  Thomas 
Underwood;  Salinda  and  Minerva.  Joshua,  m. 
da.  of  Joseph  Thayer,  and  settled  in  the  north 
part  of  the  town,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Edward  Staples.  Ho  was  a  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  having  served  at  the  age  of  15, 
and  drew  a  pension  ;  also  a  captain  in  the  lo- 
cal militia.  He  acquired  by  his  own  efforts  a 
handsome  property,  and  was  a  man  of  influ- 
ence. He  died  in  1825,  aged  63:  his  wife  in 
'52,  aged  83.  They  raised  a  family:  Bradley, 
Hiram,  Laura,  Orilla.  Rachel,  Nelson,  Arabel- 
la (died  in  1839,  aged  29),  Erastus  and  Alonzo. 
Orilla  m.  Thomas  Jones,  and  settled  in  Men- 
don,  N.  Y.  Rachel  m.  David  Odeli  of  Man- 
chester, and  settled  in  Ohio.  Nelson  m.  Rcu- 
harna  Peek,  and  settled  in  Wisconsin.  Eras:  :s 
settled  in  Adrian,  Michigan,  and  was  a  gun- 
smith. Alonzo  m.  Susan,  da.  of  John  Sher- 
man, and  succeeded  to  the  homestead  of  his 
father.    He  died  in  1SG0,  aged  43. 

Bkomley,  Barton',  m.  Lucindo.  da,  of  Cape. 
Burt,  and  settled  on  the  town  farm.  He  was 
for  many  years  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  Ail- 
ed many  stations  well,  both  public  and  private 
—died  iii  1831,  aged  63;  his  wife  in  '42,  aged 
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72.  Children  :  Martin,  Edward,  Bethuel,  Burt, 
Roswell,  Ira,  Phebe,  John,  Almeda  and  An- 
drew. 

Bromley,  Hiram,  son  of  Joshua,  m.,  first, 
Julia  Pratt,  who  died  in  1825,  aged  27  ;  2d, 
Eliza  Paddock,  of  Dorset.  They  have  raised: 
Eliza,  Joshua,  Frank,  De  Witt  C,  Hilan  F.,  Mar- 
tin,  Cloe,  Sarah,  Anna,  Adelaide,  Erwin,  Rob- 
ert, Clarence,  George  and  Nelson.  Joshua  m.. 
first,  Charlotte  Williams  of  Winhall,  who  died 
soon  after;  2d,  Susan  At  wood.  He  was  lieu- 
tenant in  the  late  war,  and  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  Ya,  Frank  m.  Betsey 
Ann.  da.  of  Oliver  Fisk;  has  3  children. 

Brown,  Capt.  Aires,  from  Gloucester,  R.  L, 
in  1782,  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Samuel  Thompson.  He  made  the  first  settle- 
ment in  that  part  of  the  town.  His  log-house 
stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  highway,  oppo- 
site the  present  dwelling-house.  He  subse- 
quently settled  on  the  homestead  of  his  son 
Barton.  In  1793  he  built  the  present  dwelling- 
house,  which  is  one  of  the  oldest  framed-houses 
in  town.  He  m.  Lavina  Comstock,  who  died  in 
1813,  aged  61 ;  2d.  Europ,  widow  of  John 
Hunt,  who  died  in  1841,  aged  86.  He  was 
a  justice  of  the  peace  several  years,  a  captain 
in  the  militia ;  was  a  frugal,  industrious  farmer, 
and  much  respected.  He  died  in  1S43,  aged 
86  :  children,  Dexter,  Barton,  Phebe,  Esther 
and  Nancy. 

Brown,  Barton",  m.  Lovinia  Brown,  and 
succeeded  to  the  homestead  of  his  father,  where 
he  lived  for  80  years,  and  had  acquired  consid- 
erable property  in  land,  which  he  continued  to 
manage  until  he  was  78  year3  of  age.  having 
always  been  a  substantial  farmer.  He  and  his 
wife  are  both  living,  well  advanced  in  years. 
They  have  raised  10  children  :  Hiram,  Amos, 
Dexter,  Orange,  Daniel,  Marshal,  John,  Ed- 
ward, Caroline  and  Emeline.  Dexter  and  Or- 
ange were  both  drowned  in  1838,  quite  young. 

Brown,  Elisha,  brother  of  Amos  Brown, 
from  Rhode  Island  in  1800,  settled  in  the  north- 
west part  of  the  town.  He  afterwards  settled 
at  the  Corners,  and  built  the  first  tavern  there, 
which  he  kept  many  years.  He  removed  to 
Homer,  N.  Y.  His  children  were :  Simeon. 
Daniel,  Elisha,  Polly,  Betsey,  Charlotte  and  So- 
phia. 

Brown,  Asa.  from  Rhodo  Tsland  about  1800, 
m.  Ilcnrifctto  Ballou.  and  settled  in  the  Little 
Ydlage.  11:3  children  were  :  Daniel,  Otis,  Par- 
is, Waterman  and  Parendis,  all  of  whom  re- 
moved, many  years  since,  to  Ellisburg,  N.  Y. 

Brown,  Amasa,  from  Montpelier,  settled  at 


the  Corners:  his  three  sons,  Oilman,  Charles 
and  Harvey,  came  with  their  father  and  settled 
in  the  blacksmithing  business.  -  They  all  re- 
moved to  Londonderry.  His  da.  Emeline  m. 
Jay  Potter,  and  now  live3  in  Wisconsin. 

Brown,  Vaniah,  from  Shoreham,  m.  Nancy 
Ann  Clark,  and  settled  at  the  Corners  as  boot 
and  shoemaker — removed  to  Middletown  about 
the  year  1850.  Their  children  are:  Mary,  Jane, 
ra.  Frank  Davison  of  New  York  ;   Aras,  m. 

 Jackson,  lives  in  New  York  ;  Marcellus, 

m.  Anna  McDonald  ;  Addie,  m.  Harley  Morgan 
of  Rutland  ;  and  Emma. 

Brownell,  Benjamin,  came  here  quite  ear- 
ly, and  settled  on  the  farm  aow  owned  by  Per- 
ry G.  Knights.  He  died  many  years  since,  ripe 
in  years.  He  raised  children  :  Joseph,  Zadoc. 
Alpheus,  Benjamin,  Russell,  Eunice  and  Sarah. 
Joseph  m.  Phebe  Underbill,  and  settled  at 
Scottsville.  He  owned  and  run  a  cloth-dress- 
ing and  fulling-mill  here  a  number  of  years. — 
There  was  also  a  carding-machine  run  in  con- 
nection with  that.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Quaker  society.  In  1868  he  removed  to  India- 
na, where  his  brother  Russell  lives.  Alpheus 
m.  Polly  Eggleston,  and  moved  to  the  West, 
where  he  died  some  years  since. 

Brock,  John,  a  native  of  Woodstock,  Ct, 
came  to  this  town  soon  after  the  close  of  the 
Revolution,  and  commenced  a  settlement  on 
the  farm  owned  by  John  Soule.  Hi3  wife's 
name  was  Hannah  Tabor.  He  served  as  mu- 
sician in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  under 
the  command  of  General  Washington  a  part  of 
the  time.  Ho  was  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth, 
and  several  other  battles  fought  during  the 
struggle  for  Independence.  A  few  years  after 
his  settlement  here,  he  removed  to  the  town  of 
Bromley,  now  Pern,  and  was  the  first  town 
clerk  of  that  town.  He  died  at  Dorset  in  1829, 
aged  75.  They  had  10  children:  David,  m. 
Philena  Albee,  and  removed  to  Plattsburg,  N. 
Y. ;  Elizabeth,  m.  Jonathan  Hulett  of  Dorset  ; 
Phebe,  m.  George  Griffith;  Lydia,  m.  James II. 
Congdou  of  Wallingford  ;  Alanson  T.,  m.  Fan- 
ny Burlingcn  of  Dorset;  Mary,  m.  Alexander 
Green,  and  lives  in  Ohio;  Sarah,  m.  Daniel 
Reynolds  of  Dorset ;  John  S.,  m.  Nancy  Bourne, 
and  lives  in  Dorset ;  Calvin  R. ;  and  Hannah, 
m.  Benjamin  Saxton  of  Dorset. 

Bruce,  Charles  M„  from  Contooeook,  N.  IT., 
in  ISilii,  m.  Phebe,  da.  of  Asa  Smith,  and  set- 
tled at  the  Borough  in  1842,  in  the  mercantile 
business.  He  was  also  in  trade  for  several 
years  at  South  Wallingford.  and  was  mail  agent 
2  years  on  the  Western  Vermont  Railruad.  Iu 
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bo  went  into  trade  again.  In  1S67,  hav- 
ing sold  out  the  stone  store  to  William  Pierce, 
he  erected  a  new,  commodious  and  elegant 
mercantile  establishment,  and  was  the  oldest 
merchant  in  town.  Mr.  Bruce  was  a  liberal, 
public  spirited  citizen,  being  at  the  time  of  his 
death  postmaster,  which  office  he  had  occupied 
for  8  years,  and  was  also  the  administrator  of 
several  estates.  lie  died  in  1S69,  leaving  two 
children,  Ella  and  George. 

Bucklin,  Rufus,  from  Pawtucket,  Rhode 
Island,  about  the  year  1800,  m.  Lucinda  Bur- 
rows, and  first  settled  in  Wallingford.  He  was 
a  son  of  Nathaniel  Bucklin,  who  came  from 
Englaud  at  an  early  day.  He  was  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolution,  and  drew  a  pension'  His  wife 
died  in  1802,  aged  44.  He  next  m.  the  widow 
Buckmaster,  of  Shrewsbury.  He  died  at  the 
Corners,  in  1841,  aged  84.  His  children  were : 
Rufus,  jr.,  David,  Lucinda,  Eleanor,  Julia, 
Charles,  Isaac  and  Alonzo.  David  m.  Paulina 
Gun,  and  moved  to  Ohio.  Eleanor  m.  Ephraim 
French,  and  lived  in  Montpelier.  Julia  m.  Wil- 
liam S.  Locke,  who  lived  in  Crown  Point,  and 
died  in  1825.  She  was  afterwards  twice  mar- 
ried.    Alonzo  m.  Lincoln,  and  lives  in 

Shrewsbury.  He  is  the  father  of  William  Buck- 
lin, who  was  a  merchant  there  for  many  years. 

Bucklix,  RuFrs,  jr.,  from  Wallingford  in 
1815,  m.  Harriet,  da.  of  Philbrook  Barrows,  and 
settled  at  the  Borough.  He  served  as  lieu- 
teuant  in  the  war  of  1812,  being  under  Col. 
Isaac  Clark.  He  kept  tavern  at  the  Borough 
many  years,  and  at  the  Corners  8  years,  and 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace  20  years.  He  was  a 
man  of  the  strictest  integrity  of  character,  am- 
iable and  kind.  He  died  in  1853,  aged  74. 
His  widow  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of  S3. — 
Their  children  were:  Alonzo,  Albert,  Gran- 
ville, Charles,  Silas,  d.  in  1818;  Lewis  ;  Harriet, 
d.  in  '26;  and  George;  Charles,  m.  Laura  Ann, 
da.  of  Hiram  Congor.  He  studied  law,  arid 
was  admitted  to  the  Rutland  county  bar  in 
1840.  He  died  in  1842,  aged  27.  Lewis,  m,  I 
Ama  Remington,  and  was  postmaster  at  Wal- 
lingford for  many  years.  He  died  in  1857,  ajred  j 
35.  His  widow  succeeded  him  as  postmistress,  ] 
which  office  she  still  occupies. 

Bucklix,  Albert,  m.  Sally,  da.  of  Elisha  j 
Fish.    Ho  served  in  nearly  every  town  office  j 
with  ability,  and  his  talent  is  frequently  called 
into  requisition  ;  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  j 
many  years,  constable  10  years,  in  the  Legisia- 
ture  3  years,  and  is  at  present  town  clerk  and 
treasurer.    Their  children  are:  Silas;   David.  I 


died  some  years  since  ;  Harriet,  Lucinda,  Mary  ; 


George  A.,  killed  at  Petersburg,  Va. ;  Susan ; 
and  CharloH  K.  m.  Samautha,  da.  of  Ira  Vail. 

Buffum,  Cai,eb,  from  Providence,  R.  L,  in 
1797;  settled  at  the  Borough  in  the  biack- 
smithiug  business.  He  m.  Huldah,  da.  of  El- 
kanah  Parris.  In  1806  he  purchased  the  trip- 
hammer and  shop  of  Samuel  Dow,  and  contin- 
ued the  business  for  10  or  12  years.  In  1818, 
he  removed  to  his  farm  in  Mt.  Tabor,  where  he 
continued  to  live  many  years — was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  29  years,  and  town  clerk  and  select- 
man several  years.  In  '41  he  removed  back  to 
Danby,  and  kept  tavern  several  years.  He  died 
at  Rutland  in  1837,  aged  76.  His  wife  died  in 
1866,  aged  86.  Their  children  were  :  Lucy, 
Sophia,  Almira,  Paris  E.,  Daniel,  Hemau  II., 
Huldah  ;  Amanda,  m.  Rev.  William  W.  Pierce, 
and  died  in  1844,  aged  25;  Caleb,  jr.  ;  Han- 
nah, died  in  Ls31  ;  and  Larned. 

Bull,  Timothy,  from  Nine  Partners,  X.  Y., 
in  1767,  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Jahn  Hilliard,  and  a  little  S.  W.  of  the  resi- 
dence of  Ezra  Harrington.  He  was  moderator 
of  the  first  annual  town  meeting  which  was 
held  at  his  house,  March  14,  1769,  at  which 
meeting  the  town  was  organized.  He  was 
about  the  first  Quaker  in  town,  and  a  very  wor- 
thy member  of  that  society.  He  subsequently 
settled  on  the  east  side  of  the  town,  near  Otter 
Creek,  with  his  son  Crispin.  He  died  in  IS  10, 
aged  90.  His  children  were:  Michael,  Wil- 
liamson, Crispin,  and  Phebe.  Michael  settled 
a  short  time  on  the  Joseph  Bull  farm,  and  then 
removed  to  Peru,  X.  Y.    Williamson  m.  Jeru- 

sha  ,  and  settled  where  Willard  Baker  now 

lives.  He  tended  the  grist-mill  a  short  time. 
He  removed  to  Jay,  X.  Y.  His  children  were 
Tamar,  Tabiatha  and  Nancy. 

Bull,  Crispin,  son  of  Timothy,  came  from 
Nine  Partners  in  1765,  some  2  years  previous 
to  his  father,  and  commenced  a  set'lement  near 
the  present  homestead  of  John  Hilliard  ;  was 
the  third  settler  in  town,  and  at  once  took  up  a 
leading  position.  He  was  one  of  the  first  board 
of  selectmen,  elected  in  1769,  and  made  the 
first  clearing  on  the  east  side  of  the  town, 
about  the  year  '72.  He  received  from  the  pro- 
prietors 60  acres  of  land  for  60  days'  work 
building  roads,  and  it  is  now  some  of  the  best 
laud  in  town.  It  is  now  owned  by  his  grand- 
son, Clark.  He  led  a  long,  laborious  and  in- 
dustrious life,  was  upright  in  character,  arid 
an  estimable  and  worthy  man.  He  died  in 
1810,  aged  70;  his  wife  whoso  name  was  Ma- 
ry Carpenter,  died  in  IS33,  aged  92.  Their 
family  consisted  of  5  children  :  Patience,  Tim- 


616 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


othy,  jr  ,  Hannah,  Elijah  and  Carpenter.  Pa- 
tience m.  Joseph  Tuttlc,  and  next  Eli  Bradford. 
Hannah  m.  Abner  Dump  of  Wallingford.  Tim- 
othy, jr.,  m.  Betsey  Bubeock,  and  was  a  resi- 
dent of  the  town  some  years;  but  finally  re- 
moved to  Now  Huntington,  where  he  died 
some  20  years  since. 

Bull.  Elijah,  m.  Eunice  Bump  of  Walling- 
ford,  and  settled  on  the  present  homestead  of 
his  son  Clark.  He  was  a  man  of  integrity,  and 
a  magistrate  for  a  number  of  years  ;  was  a 
substantial  citizen,  and  an  estimable  man.  He 
died  in  1848,  aged  71 ;  his  wife  in  1863,  aged 
88.  They  raised  a  family  of  4  children  :  Al- 
vah,  Anna,  Crispin  and  Clark.  Anna  m.  Green 
Packer  of  Mt.  Holly;  Alvah  m.  Louisa  Packer, 
and  was  a  resident  of  the  town  many  years. 
He  was  an  intelligent  man,  and  highly  esteem- 
ed.   He  removed  to  Western  New  York. 

Bull,  Clark,  m.  Sarahette  Packer,  and  suc- 
ceeded to  the  homestead.  He  is  a  Thrifty  fann- 
er, and  a  man  of  standing  and  influence  ;  was 
in  the  Legislature  in  1S65,  and  has  occupied 
places  which  attest  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  townsmen.  They  have  2  children ;  Hel- 
en and  Charles.  Mr.  Bull  now  resides  in  Wal- 
lingford. 

Bull.  Joseph,  son  of  John,  a  native  of 
-South  Kingston.  R.  I.,  and  an  early  settler  of 
Wallingford,  m.  Phebe  Bull,  and  settled  where 
his  son  Joseph  lived.  He  was  twice  married, 
his  last  wife  being  the  widow  of  Stephen  Nich- 
ols. He  died  in  1S34,  aged  SI  ;  his  widow  in 
1841,  aged  79.  Their  children  were  :  Lydia, 
in.  Joel  Mix;  Raehael,  m.  Stephen  Stafford 
of  Wallingf  >rd  ;  Nehemiah.  m.  Catherine  Sills- 
bury  of  Jamaica  ;  Ruth,  in.  Joshua  Johnson  ; 
Patience,  in.  Joseph  Dyke,  and  lives  in  Hunt- 
ington; Phebe,  m.  Elias  Thompson;  John; 
Abigail,  m.  James  Nichols  :  Anna,  Joseph,  jr. 
and  Lucy.  Joseph  was  blind  for  over  30  years. 
He  always  traveled  without  a  guide,  often  go- 
iug  many  miles  from  home,  and  will  long  be 
remembered.  He  was  killed  by  the  cars,  July 
29,  1869.  while  walking  upon  the  track,  on  his 
"Way  home  from  South  Wallingford. 

Button.  Joseph,  from  Rhode  Island  in  17S5, 
ra.  Anna  Davis,  and  settled  on  what  has  since 
been  known  a9  the  "  Button  farm."  He  kept  a 
store  there  for  several  years,  which  was  about 
the  first  in  town,  ami  also  manufactured  pot- 
ash. Ho  was  one  of  the  early  members  of  the 
Quaker  society,  and  was  considered  ono  of  the 
wealthiest  men  of  his  day;  and,  being  a  man 
of  great  force  and  energy,  he  contributed  much 
toward  building  up  society.    He  died  in  1829, 


aged  80;  his  wife  in  IS — ,  aged — .  Their 
children  were:  Charles,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Eze- 
kiel,  Seneca,  Thomas,  Anson,  Anna  and  Rlioda, 
I  only  two  or  three  of  whom  are  living.  Anson 
m.  Catherine,  da.  of  Isaac  Vail,  and  settled  on 
the  homestead.  He  had  a  brick -yard  near  the 
residence  of  Henry  Kelly,  and  built  the  first 
and  only  brick  dwelling-house  in  town.  He 
was  killed  in  falling  from  a  load  of  hay,  in 
1845. 

Burt,  Capt.  John,  was  among  the  early  set- 
tlers— came  before  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
established  himself  on  what  is  now  the  town 
farm.  He  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
inn-keeper  in  town.  Tne  site  of  Captain 
Burt's  log-tavern  is  very  near  the  poor-house, 
and  considerable  public  business  was  transact- 
ed here  in  early  times.  We  are  told  that  many 
interesting  events  transpired  here  during  the 
war,  among  which  was  the  trial  and  "  beech- 
sealing"  of  John  Hart,  which  will  be  found 
elsewhere.  [See  John  Hart.]  Capt.  Burt  was 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  took 
a  lively  interest  in  the  civil  affairs  of  his  town 
and  neighborhood,  and  was  esteemed  a  valua- 
ble citizen.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  was  a  prominent  actor  in  the  stirring 
scenes  of  tnose  times.  By  industry  and  econ- 
omy, he  secured  a  handsome  property.  His 
children  were  John,  Alpheus,  Susie  and  Lu- 
cinda, 

Buxton,  John,  from  Rhode  Island  in  1790, 
settled  on  the  present  homestead  of  Merritt 
Huleit.  He  m.  Betsey  Kelly,  who  died  in  1815, 
aged  60.  He  died  in  1845,  aged  85  ;  his 
children:  Timothy,  Stephen,  Eliphalet ;  Ben- 
jamin, drowned  in  Lake  Ontario  ;  Joseph,  died 
in  1868  ;  Hannah,  m.  Daniel  Hulett;  Lydia, 
m.  Jacob  Rush  of  Pawlct ;  Prudence,  m.  Seba 
Phillips;  and  Diana.  [Jonathan  Buxton,  a 
brother  of  the  above  named  John  B.,  and  wife, 
are  now  living  in  Slatersville,  R.  L,  aged  102 
and  100,  respectively.] 

Calkins,  Capt.  Stephen,  from  Connecticut, 
was  an  early  settler.  He  came  here  in  1768, 
and  first  settled  where  William  Herrick  now 
lives,  having  purchased  the  original  proprietor's 
right.  This  was  the  first  settlement  north  of 
the  Corners,  and  there  were  but  few  families 
in  town  at  that  time.  He  took  a  very  active 
part  in  organizing  the  town  ;  and  he  also  took 
a  lively  interest  in  religions  aftairs,  and  was  n, 
man  of  excellent  character.  Ho  was  the  first 
selectman  elected,  and  was  entrusted  from  time 
to  time  with  numerous  other  responsible  duties. 
He  served  as  captaiu  ia  the  Revolutionary  war, 
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and  was  at  the  siego  of  Yorktown  when  the 
British  army  surrendered,  and  was  most  of  the 
lime  during1  his  service  under  the  immediate 
command  of  General  "Washington.  He  was 
something  of  a  mechanic,  and  built  the  first 
grist-mill  in  town,  soon  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  fur  which,  as  tradition  says,  he  received 
60  acres  of  land,  and  the  privilege  to  take  3 
quarts  of  corn  to  the  bushel,  for  toll,  as  long  as 
the  mill  run.  This  mill  is  said  to  have  been  a 
very  rude  structure,  but  answered  the  purpose 
of  the  settlers  very  well.  Oapt.  Calkins  was  a 
very  kind  and  amiable  man.  and  greatly  belov- 
ed by  all  who  knew  him.  He  died  in  1814, 
aged  83;  his  wife  in  1813,  aged  73.  His  chil- 
dren were  ;  Richard  and  Stephen,  jr.  Rich- 
ard was  a  man  of  ability — was  constable  from 
1785  to  '93. 

Caxfield,  Dexn-is,  a  patriot  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, came  here  quite  early,  and  settled  on 
"  Dutch  Hill."  He  served  through  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  war,  and  was  in  several  important 
battles — drew  a  pension,  which  was  his  main 
dependence  in  old  age.  He  was  a  very  jovial 
man.  much  given  to  anecdote,  but  firm  in  prin- 
ciple— was  three  times  married;  his  second  wife 
was  the  widow  Ruth  McDaniels,  and  mother  of 
James  McDaniels :  she  dying,  he  next  m.  Pol- 
ly Walton,  He  removed  with  his  family  to 
Hollaud  Purchase,  X.  T.,  many  year3  since, 
where  he  died. 

Chase,  Abraham,  from  Nine  Partners  in 
1770,  m.  Lydia  Allen,  and  settled  near  the  res- 1 
idence  of  Alva  Risdon.  He  was  a  well  edu- 
cated man  for  one  of  that  day,  and  took  a  lead- 
ing part  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  town.  He  was  a  man  of  uncommon  ex- 
cellence of  character,  and  was  entrusted  with 
various  town  offices.  He  owned  and  kept  the 
second  tavern  in  town,  in  1774,  at  which  town 
and  freemen's  meetings  were  held,  and  consid- 
erable public  business  transacted.  It  was  here 
that  the  committees  of  safety  sometimes  met, 
as  occasion  required,  to  adopt  measures  for  the 
defence  and  welfare  of  the  inhabitants.  Their 
decrees  were  always  regarded  as  law,  and  any 
infraction  of  them  was  punished  with  exem- 
plary severity.  The  application  of  the  "beech 
seal"  was  then  the  common  mode  of  punish- 
ment, and  whenever  tho  "  Yorkers"  or  their 
adherents  were  found  here,  the  "  beech  rod" 
was  applied  to  their  naked  backs.  A  case  of 
this  kind  occurred  here  in  the  summer  of  17  74. 
It  appears  that  a  surveyor  had  been  sent  hero  i 
under  tho  authority  of  New  York,  and.  while 
drinking  flip  at  the  tavern  of  Mr.  Chase,  was  ' 


arrested.  The  committee  of  safety  soon  assem- 
bled, and  the  charges  being  read  against  the 
prisoner,  he  acknowledged  that  he  had  been 
sent  here  to  survey  land  under  the  title  of  New 
York,  but  pleaded  the  jurisdiction  of  that  colo- 
ny over  the  Grants,  in  justification  of  his  pro- 
ceedings. Notwithstanding  this  plea,  agreea- 
ably  to  the  sentence,  the  prisoner  was  taken 
from  the  bar  of  the  committee,  tied  to  the  whip- 
ping-post, and  there  on  his  naked  back  receiv- 
ed 100"  stripes,  and  ordered  to  depart  out  of  the 
district,  on  the  penalty  of  suffering  death  if  he 
returned.  The  sentence  was  carried  into  exe- 
cution in  the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of 
people.  The  man  who  applied  the  rod  wore  a 
false  face,  and  was  supposed  to  have  been  Re- 
member Baker. 

By  gradual  purchases,  Abraham  Chase  ac- 
quired some  300  acres  of  desirable  land,  and 
was  a  successful  farmer.  At  the  same  time  he 
was  a  liberal,  public  spirited  man,  and  contrib- 
uted largely  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  town- 
He  removed  to  Plattsburg,  X.  Y. 

Chase,  Capt.  Ephraim,  from  Fall  River,  R. 
T,  in  1834,  m.  Emily  Rhodes,  and  settled  here. 
He  was  a  sea  captain  for  some  15  years  previ- 
ous to  his  settling  here.  He  was  a  deacon  of 
the  Baptist  church  a  number  of  years,  and  was 
universally  esteemed.  He  kept  tavern  at  the 
Comers  5  years,  and  maintained  a  respectable 
position  in  society.  In  1851,  he  removed  to 
Collins,  N.  Y..  where  he  died  in  ISO,  aged  71. 
He  was  nearly  blind  for  many  of  the  last  years 
of  his  life.  He  raised  a  family  of  several  chil- 
dren :  Mary,  Susan.  Amelia,  Eliza,  Lydia,  Fran- 
ces, Ephraim,  Arnold  and  Clara.  Arnold  serv- 
ed as  captain  in  the  Union  army,  daring  the 
late  war. 

Chase,  Benjamin',  from  Fall  River.  R.  I.,  in 
1S34,  was  a  brother  of  Ephraim — m.  Mehitabel 
Wood  for  his  first  wife,  and  she  dying,  he  next 
m.  Hannah  Hill,  and  settled  at  the  Corners. 
He  was  also  a  deacon  of  the  Baptist  church, 
and  a  man  of  considerable  ability,  although  he 
did  not  accumulate  property,  ne  removed 
West  about  the  year  1S50. 

Ciiittexdex,  Gov.  Thomas,  from  Williston, 
in  the  spring  of  1776,  on  account  of  the  exposed 
situation  of  the  frontier,  with  his  family,  womeu 
and  children,  came  on  foot  by  marked  trees, 
through  Miudlebury  to  Cast 'etc  n,  and  from 
thence  to  Danby,  and  procured  a  farm  near  the 
foot  of  the  mountain.  We  have  unable  to 
j  learn  the  exact  spot  whore  Gov.  Chittenden 
lived,  but  it  was,  as  we  arc  told,  in  the  vicinity 
I  of  tho  residence  of  A.  C.  Risdon.    lie  resided 
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here  until  the  evacuation  of  li  Ti.,"  in  July,  '77, 
when  be  removed  to  Pownal,  and  soon  after  to 
Williamstown,  Mass.  He  also  resided  a  short 
time  in  Arlington,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  i 
returned  to  Williston.  He  was  a  member  from 
this  town  in  the  convention  which  met  at 
"Windsor  in  July,  1777,  which  framed  our  first  I 
constitution.  ; 

Colvix,  Luther,  from  Rhode  Island  in  1765, 
was  the  fourth  settler  in  town,  and  found  bis 
way  here  by  marked  trees.  His  log-cabin  was 
very  rude  in  structure.  There  were  no  win- 
dows or  doors,  and  but  one  room.  Luther  Col- 
vin,  like  all  the  other  settlers,  brought  with  him 
a  scanty  supply  of  household  articles,  and  ex- 
perienced much  difficulty  in  procuring  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life  while  making  a  settlement  here. 
It  was  his  custom  to  go  to  Manchester  to  mill 
and  back  the  same  day,  carrying  the  grist  upon 
his  back.  At  one  time,  when  grain  was  scarce, 
he  carried  the  last  bushel  of  wheat  he  possessed, 
which  was  to  last  for  several  months,  or  until 
harvest  time  came  again.  He  was  a  very  in- 
dustrious, hard  working  man  during  his  young- 
er days,  but  became  somewhat  feeble  in  after 
life.  We  have  been  told  that  he  brought  the 
first  stove  into  town,  and  built  the  second  f  am- 
ed house.  He  became  a  Quaker,  and  joined 
the  society ;  was  a  great  hunter  and  trapper, 
and  many  good  stories  are  told  of  his  adven- 
tures while  hunting  bears  and  other  wild  game. 
He  was  compelled  to  pen  his  sheep  every  night 
to  keep  them  from  being  devoured  by  wolves. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  ability,  and  oc- 
cupied a  prominent  place  in  society.  His  wife, 
Lydia,  died  in  1814,  quite  advanced  in  years. 
He  died  in  1829,  aged  about  90.  Their  chil- 
dren were :  Stephen,  Caleb,  John,  Catherine, 
Lydia,  Esther,  Anna  and  Freelove. 

Colvin,  Caleb,  m.  Anna  Abbot,  and  settled 
on  the  home-tend  with  his  father  Luther.  A 
few  years  after  he  was  found  dead  in  the 
woods,  where  he  had  been  hunting.  It  is 
supposed  that  he  died  in  a  fit.  He  left  3  chil- 
dren: Caleb,  who  is  deaf  and  dumb,  and  lives 
in  Hartford,  X.  Y.  ;  Anna  and  Phila. 

Colvix,  John',  m  Lucy  Frink,  and  settled  on 
the  farm  with  his  father,  where  L.  R.  Fisk  now 
lives.    He  died  in  a  fit  in  1825,  aged  40. 

Colvin-,  Be.vajait.  son  of  Stephen,  m.  Hul- 
dah,  a  da.  of  Joseph  Irish,  and  settled  where 
his  son  Nelson  uow  lives.  She  dyintr,  he  next 
m.  Hannah,  da.  of  Gilbert  Palmer.  Ho  was  a 
fine,  sturdy,  gallant,  honorable  man,  and  pos- 
sessed a  rugged  constitution,  which  ho  fully 
retained  through  life.    Ho  was  a  very  thrifty 


farmer,  aud  acquired  a  good  property.    He  was 
killed  in  the  spring  of  13G7,  while  felling  a 
tree  in  the  woods,  at  the  age  of  80 — wa>  capa- 
ble of  doing  a  good  day's  work  at  this  advnr.c- 
j  ed  age  ;  and  he  retained  his  mental,  as  well  as 
j  physical  ability  to  the  last. 
I    Colvin-,  Joel.  m.  Almira,  da.  of  Elery  Sta- 
ples, and  succeeded  to  his  homestead.  E;s 
forte  is  persistent,  earnest  and  judiciously  di- 
rected industry  as  a  farmer,  by  which  he  has 
secured  an  ample  competence.     He  removed, 
in  1869,  to  Ripley,  N.  Y.,  where  he  has  lately 
erected  a  splendid  dwelling-house. 

Colvin*,  Anthony,  son  of  Stephen  Colvin, 
m.  Luranse,  da.  of  Justus  Scott,  and  lived  in 
different  parts  of  the  town.  He  was  a  tanner 
and  currier,  and,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was 
one  of  the  oldest  Masons  in  town,  and  one  who 
had  squared  his  life  by  the  square  of  virtue. — 
Job,  one  of  his  sons,  m.  Hattie  Maxwell,  and 
lived  in  Wallingford.  He  was  a  member  of 
Co.  C,  10th  Regt.  Yt.  Yols.,  and  was  in  a  num- 
ber of  hard  fought  battles.  Mr.  Colvin  died  at 
Bennington  in  1S69,  aged  about  70. 

Colvix,  Ca.pt.  Alo.vzo  N.,  m.  Anna,  da.  of 
Hiram  Congor,  who  died  in  18G3,  aged  38.  In 
1849  he  went  on  a  whaling  voyage,  from  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  of  5  years  duration.  Amor.g 
the  places  he  visited  during  that  time  were 
New  Holland,  llobartown,  New  Zealand,  Yan 
Dieman's  Land,  &c.  Being  a  strong,  stalwart 
and  courageous  man,  he  was  well  firted  for  the 
privations  and  hazards  of  a  life  upon  the  ocean, 
and  he  gained  the  reputation  of  a  good  sailor. 
He  served  as  captain  of  Co.  K,  14th  Regt.  Yt. 
Yods.,  and  after  5^  months  service  was  discharg- 
ed on  account  of  ill  health.  He  was  a  brave 
officer :  cool,  fearless,  self-possessed  ;  always 
shared  in  the  dangers  and  hardships  to  which 
his  company  was  exposed,  and  would  never  ac- 
cept of  better  fare  than  they  had.  which  greatly 
endeared  him  to  them.  He  m.  for  his  2d  wife. 
Sally  Stafford  of  Wallingford,  and  has  settled  on 
the  Friend  Smith  farm.  Ho  has  several  chil- 
dren, of  whom  are  Ida,  Sophroina  and  Perry  T. 

Colvin',  Joshua,  was  another  of  the  early 
settlers.  He  lived  near  the  residence  of  N.  E. 
Gilford.  He  was  insane  for  many  years,  aud  a 
number  of  times  attempted  to  commit  suicide, 
to  defeat  which  he  was  watched  very  closely, 
lie  finally,  unbeknown  to  an}-  one,  procured  a 
razor,  with  which  he  cut  his  throat,  but  not 
deep  enough  to  be  fatal ;  and,  sfter  some  time, 
recovered  and  became  a  sane  man.  He  subse- 
quently removed  to  the  West,  where  he  died, 
and  where  his  descendants  still  live. 
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Cosgdgs,  Charles  H.,  from  Wallingford,  m. 
Anna,  da.  of  Daniel  Smith,  and  settled  on  the 
Deliverance  Rogers  farm.  He  -was  a  school- 
teacher many  years,  and  very  successful  in  that 
catiiiig;  and,  although  starting  in  life  with  lim- 
ited means,  he  has  acquired  a  good  property. 
Ho  has  been  selectman  4  years,  lister  6  years, 
long  a  justice  of  the  peace ;  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislature  in  1854.  He  is  a  goed 
writer  and  debater,  and  is  at  present  ranked 
among  the  influential  men  of  the  town. 

Cook.  Seth,  born  in  1745,  came  here  from 
Rhode  Island  in  1766,  and  established  himself 
on  what  has  been  since  known  as  the  "  Cook 
Farm,"  south  of  the  Corners.  It  was  a  very 
eligible  location,  and  a  most  desirable  tract  of 
land.  He  at  once  took  up  a  leading  position 
in  the  town,  which  then  numbered  but  7  fami- 
lies :  was  one  of  the  first  board  of  selectmen 
elected  in  1769;  and  the  records  show  him 
to  have  been  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability.  Personally  he  was  a  worthy  man, 
although  it  has  been  said  he  was  somewhat 
tinged  with  the  royal  cause.  This  opinion  was 
doubtless  formed  from  the  following  circum- 
stance :  Gen.  Burgoyne,  while  encamped  at 
Whitehall,  in  July,  1777,  issued  a  proclamation 
designed  to  spread  terror  among  the  Americans, 
and  persuade  them  to  come  and  humble  them- 
selves before  hirn,  and  through  him  supplicate 
the  mercy  of  the  king.  The  number  and  feroc- 
ity of  the  Indians,  their  eagerness  to  be  let 
loose  upon  the  defenceless  settlements,  the 
greatness  of  the  British  power,  and  the  utter 
inability  of  the  rebellious  colonies  to  resist  it, 
were  all  set  forth.  His  gracious  protection  was 
promised  to  all  those  who  would  join  his  stand- 
ard, or  remain  quietly  at  their  homes  :  but  ut- 
ter destruction  was  denounced  upon  all  such 
as  should  dare  to  oppose  him.  In  considera- 
tion of  this  some  of  the  inhabitants  here  held 
a  meeting,  and  hastily  decided  to  send  two 
delegates  to  the  British  camp,  and  procure  pro- 
tection papers.  Seth  Cook  was  appointed  as 
one  of  these  delegates,  and  very  unwisely  went 
on  the  journey.  On  considering  this  unwise 
policy,  and  fearing  that  the  settlers  might  mis- 
apprehend his  motives,  and  consider  him  an 
enemy  and  a  mark,  he  concluded  not  to  re- 
turn. He  then  went  to  Canada,  where  he  re- 
mained during  the  war,  and  returned  shortly 
after  its  close.  From  this,  and  the  fact  that  ho 
did  not  take  up  arms  against  the  colonies,  re- 
moves all  suspicion  of  his  being  a  Royalist. 
He  was  at  heart  a  true  man  to  the  American 
cause,  beyond  reproach  ;  but  being  of  a  peace- 


able disposition,  very  hastily  accepted  the  con- 
ditions of  Burgoyne's  proclamation,  as  did  ma- 
ny other  quiet  and  unassuming  men.  He  lived 
here  until  his  death  in  1801,  aged  57.  Hia 
wife  died  in  1819,  aged  74.  They  raised  a 
family  of  5  children  :  Mary,  born  in  1768,  and 
is  said  to  have  been  the  first  female  child  born 
in  town ;  Rebecca,  Seth,  Richard ;  Eunice, 
m.  James  Nichols.  Seth,  jr.,  m.  Patty,  wid- 
ow of  Asa  Frost  of  Mt.  Holly,  and  a  daughter 
of  Justus  Scott,  and  succeeded  to  the  home- 
stead of  his  father.  The  old  house  is  still  stand- 
ing, and  was  one  of  the  first  frame-houses  built 
in  town.  He  died  very  suddenly,  while  at 
work  in  the  field,  in  1833,  aged  64  ;  his  wid- 
ow in  1861,  aged  76.  Their  children  were: 
Justus,  Alonzo  N.,  Seth  and  Mary  Ann. 

Richard,  son  of  Seth  Cook,  Sen.,  m.  Anna, 
da.  of  Luther  Colviu,  and  settled  on  the  place 
owned  by  J.  C.  Williams.  He  built  a  saw-mill 
in  IS  10,  which  he  run  for  several  years.  He 
subsequently  became  a  Quaker  preacher,  and 
removed  to  Granville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died 
in  1866. 

Cook,  Hon.  Morris  H.,  born  in  Chester,  Nov.. 
6,  1816,  came  to  Danby  in  1S45.  He  studied 
the  profession  of  law  with  Oramel  Hutchin- 
son, Esq.,  of  Chester,  and  commenced  prac- 
tice in  1S40  ;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Wind- 
sor County  Court  in  1844,  and  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Rutland  County  in  1847.  He  was 
elected  assistant  judge  of  the  County  Court  in 
1S5S,  and  again  in  '59.  He  is  a  self-educated 
man,  his  early  education  having  beeu  that  of 
the  common  school  only.  His  opportunities 
for  professional  studies  were  limited  ;  but  hav- 
!  iug  applied  himself  diligently,  he  soon  reached 
the  standard  of  le°ral  acquirements  which  en- 
abled him  to  take  rank  with  the  leading  law- 
yers of  the  State.  He  has  been  nearly  25 
years  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  in 
this  town.  He  served  as  a  soldier  during  the 
late  war  in  the  7th  Regt.  Vt.  Yols.,  having  left 
a  lucrative  practice  to  serve  his  country.  He 
married  Eliza,  da.  of  Moses  Yv\  Hutchinson  of 
Andover,  and  has  2  children. 

Crandall,  Jonathan,  from  New  York,  was 
an  early  settler  here  ;  was  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  and  received  a  pension,  having 
served  through  nearly  the  whole  of  the  war. 
He  m.  Cynthia  Waters,  and  raised  a  family  of 
8  children:  Worthy,  Russell,  Nathan,  Jona- 
than, Cynthia,  died  in  Pennsylvania  ;  Lyman, 
Alanson  and  Jefferson.  They  both  died  at  an 
advanced  age. 

Crowley,  Rev.  Harvey,  born  in  Mt.  IIol- 
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ley  in  1805,  came  here  in  1S15.  He  was  a 
school  teacher  by  profession,  and  followed 
that  vocation  a  number  of  years.  He  m. 
Charity,  da.  of  Isaac  Vail,  and  joined  the 
Baptist  church.  In  1837,  he  built  and  run 
a  saw- mill  near  the  Israel  Sheldon  place, 
where  he  then  lived.  He  subsequently, 
having  studied  divinity,  was  ordained  and 
preached  here  some  2  years.  He  possessed 
good  abilities,  and  high  aspirations  for  excel- 
lence and  professional  usefulness.  Mr. 
Crowley  removed  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died  in  1863,  aged  58. 

Dexter,  Jonathan  C,  born  at  Jay,  N. 
Y.,  in  1310,  studied  law  with  Hon.  A.  L. 
Brown,  of  Rutland,  m.  Helen  Burt,  of  that 
place  and  came  to  Danby  in  1831,  and  set- 
tled at  the  Corners  as  an  attorney.  He  re- 
mained here  about  5  years,  when  he  removed 
back  to  Rutland.  In  February,  1849,  in 
company  with  several  others,  he  went  to 
California,  where  he  remained  until  the  sub- 
sequent November,  when  he  started  for 
home.  He  died  on  board  the  Steamer  Chero- 
kee, and  was  buried  at  Kingston,  on  the 
Island  of  Jamaica.  He  was  a  well-read 
lawyer;  in  his  general  deportment  courteous, 
manly  and  honorable.  Being  prompt,  ener- 
getic and  unremitting  in  his  efforts  for  his 
clients,  he  soon  attained  a  good  reputation 
and  an  extensive  practice.  He  left  home 
for  California  with  the  highest  anticipations 
of  success,  and  with  the  best  wishes  of  his 
friends  ;  and  the  announcement  of  his  death 
brought  a  pang  of  sorrow  to  the  hearts  of 
many. 

The  widow  of  Mr.  Dexter  has  since  been 
twice  married;  first  to  Gen.  Hall,  of  Wal- 
lingford,  who  died  a  few  years  since,  and 
next  to  Hosea  Eddy,  of  Wallingford,  with 
whom  she  now  lives. 

Earl,  Joseph,  from  Nine  Partners,  in 
1765,  was  the  second  settler  in  town.  He 
lived  not  far  from  the  residence  of  John  Hil- 
liard,  and  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  abil- 
ity and  served  the  town  in  various  ways, 
but  was  not  long  a  resident  here.  He  left 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  we  are 
not  informed  to  what  place  he  emigrated. 

Eastman,  Rev.  Hezekiah,  was  the  first 
settled  minister,  and  the  first  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  church.  He  was  ordained  Oct.  11, 
1781,  at  the  house  of  Stephen  Calkins.  Being 
the  first  settled  minister  of  the  Gospel,  he 
received  the  benefit  of  one  share  of  laud,  re- 


served by  the  charter  for  that  purpose.  Mr. 
Eastman  was  one  of  the  first  Baptist  minis- 
ters that  visited  this  State.  Although  his 
education  did  not  extend  beyond  the  rudi- 
ments of  a  common  English  education,  yet 
hid  ministry  was  well  adapted  to  his  people. 
He  was  a  person  of  great  natural  ability,  a 
close  student  of  the  Bible,  and  a  careful  ob- 
server of  men  and  things.  Having  had  a 
thorough  physical  training,  he  was  prepared 
to  endure  great  hardships,  and  encounter 
formidable  obstacles.  He  was  a  man  of  ex- 
perience intimately  acquainted  with  the 
Bible,  and  very  zealous.  He  supplied  the 
Baptist  church  at  Middletown  irom  1781 
until  1790,  and  "seems  to  have  administered 
there  at  communion  seasons,  and  performed 
the  rites  of  baptism." 

Some  good  anecdotes  are  to  d  of  him. 
While  preaching  at  a  certain  house,  one  Dea- 
con Mott  came  in  at  the  front  door,  at  a 
very  late  hour,  causing  a  slight  disturbance 
among  the  hearers.  Mr.  Eastman,  being 
somewhat  disturbed  also,  remarked  that  those 
coining  in  at  the  "  eleventh  hour"  should 
enter  in  at  the  back  door,  which  would  cause 
less  disturbance.  Deacon  Mott  replied 
"  that  the  Bible  taught  that  those  who  came 
in  at  the  eleventh  hour  are  just  as  good  as 
those  who  come  in  at  the  first,  and  that  he 
had  come  the  1  straight  and  narrow  way,' 
and  whoso  entereth  in  at  any  other  way  was 
a  thief  and  a  robber."  Mr.  Eastman  met 
appointments  in  other  "towns,  and  was  oblig- 
ed to  travel  many  miles,  often  on  foot,  and 
sometimes  on  horseback,  over  bad  roads,  and 
through  the  wilderness,  to  meet  these  ap- 
pointments. His  meetings  were  held  in 
log-buildings,  and  the  audience  was  generally 
quite  large.  He  remained  here  until  about 
the  year  1800. 

Eaton,  Dr.  Gardner,  a  native  of  Ludlow, 
Vt.,  and  son  of  William  Eaton,  came  from 
Wallingford  in  1S66  and  settled  near  Scotts- 
ville.  He  was  born  in  1809.  He  attended 
a  medical  school  at  Worcester,  MJfes.  His 
inclinations  from  early  manhood  led  to  med- 
icine, and  at  the  age  of  28,  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  has 
made  a  life-study.  Before  he  settled  here  he 
had,  for  many  yea's,  an  Extensive  practice 
throughout  Rutland  and  Windham  counties, 
and  although  having  wished  to  decrease  his 
practice  somewhat,  and  many  tinier  refusing 
to  attend  cases,  such  is  the  confidence  in  his 
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■kill  and  ability  he  is  often  seat  for  from  a 
<*  -usee.  He  also  is  sometimes  called  upon 
to  counsel  in  law  matters.  He  m.  Caroline 
Wait,  and  has  two  children :  Lucinda  and 
Ix>ui5a  both  married  and  living  in  Mass. 

Edmunds,  Obadiah,  from  Rhode  Island, 
tettled  in  1778,  m.  Sarah  Williams.  He 
was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  reniark- 
ablv  fitted  to  smooth  the  asperities  in  the 
eettlement  of  a  new  country,  being  a  man  of 
uprightness,  sound  judgment,  and  of  peace- 
able disposition.  He  died  in  1809,  his  wife 
in  1S34.  Their  children  were  Sarah,  Reuben, 
Obadiah  and  Ira.  Sarah  died  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  aged  78,  and  Reuben  in  Michi- 
gan, aged  89. 

Edmunds,  Iea,  m.  Lydia,  da.  of  Gilbert 
Palmer,  and  settled  where  he  now  lives,  in 
1804.  He  has  been  an  active,  thrifty,  in- 
dustrious farmer  and  no  man  has  ever  filled 
more  public  stations.  Selectman  10  years; 
lister  4;  a  magistrate  14;  and  a  representative 
4  ;  and  many  times  administrator  on  the  es- 
tates of  the  deceased.  He  has  lived  upon 
the  homestead  65  years,  having  through  this 
long  period  led  a  laborious  life,  and  is  now, 
at  the  age  of  77,  quietly  living  out  the  eve- 
ning of  his  days  respected  by  all.  His  wife 
died  in  1866,  aged  76.  Their  children  :  Oba- 
diah, Daniel,  Mary,  Ruth,  David,  Ira  jr., 
Sophia,  Henry,  Galett,  Merritt  and  John. 
Merritt  m.  Leona  White,  of  Mt.  Holly,  and 
is  a  practicing  physician.  He  resides  in 
Weston  Vt.,  and  is  successful  in  his  profes- 
sion ;  he  was  a  graduate  of  the  Castleton 
Medical  College. 

Eddy,  Jacob,  (by  Hon.  D.  E.  Nicholson). 
Jacob  Eddy  was  an  early  settler  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Joseph  N.  Phillips,  and  was 
town  clerk  several  years.  He  taught  a 
select  school  during  the  time,  expressly  for 
training  young  men  for  the  vocation  of 
teaching.  Mr.  Eddy  was  a  quiet,  unobtru- 
sive Quaker  gentleman,  who  once  being 
ordered  in  the  high  Court  of  the  State,  by 
a  sheriff  in  uniform,  to  uncover  his  head,  be- 
stowed upon  said  upstart  officer  a  look  of 
scorn,  and  appealed  to  the  Hon.  court  with 
triumphant  success  for  the  right  to  the  free 
exercise  of  his  conscience.  He  would  not 
uncover  his  head  to  a  mortal  man,  but  stood 
reverently  chastened  in  presence  of  the 
Omniscient  God.  His  wife's  maiden  name 
was  Sprague.  They  emigrated  to  Hamburg, 
N.  Y.,  at  an  early  day,  with  most  of  the 


family,  where  they  lived  and  died.  Their 
children  were  Hosea,  David  and  John,  Bar- 
sheba,  Ann.Lydia,  Sarah  and  Mary,  of  whom 
Ann  and  Mary  still  survive.  David  became 
eminent  in  Western  New  York  and  was  judge 
of  the  court  at  Buffalo.  His  son,  David,  re- 
sides in  Cleveland,  and  is  in  trade,  a  vigorous 
writer  and  debater.  Mary  married  a  Thorn3 
and  her  children  are  scattered  through  the 
West,  Abram,  being  a  lav;yer  of  good  stand- 
ing, in  Erie  count}r,  of  which  county  he  waa 
for  some  years  surrogate.  Ann  married  a 
Griffin  ;  one  son  is  a  distinguished  physician 
in  Philadelphia,  having  been  a  professor  in  a 
medical  college  in  that  city,  and  is  one  of 
her  staunch  men,  and  a  leader  from  the  first 
in  the  great  anti-slavery  revolution  which 
has  been  so  marked  in  that  city.  Sarah 
married  Spencer  Nicholson  :  they  lived  and 
raised  their  family  in  this  county.  He  was 
long  a  deacon  of  the  Baptist  church  of 
whi  :h  they  were  both  useful  and  esteemed 
members  many  years  and  until  their  death. 
Of  their  children,  Orpha,  as  a  teacher  through 
the  period  of  young  ladyhood,  married  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Rudd  who  too  was  as- 
sociate deacon  with  the  father  of  his  wife. 

They  too  are  dead.  Arnold  W.,  a  pros- 
perous citizen  of  Wallingford.  Russel,  a  fine 
promise  of  a  man,  was  destroyed  by  most 
shocking  cramp  convulsive  fits,  and  died 
worn  out  with  that  disease.  Hiram,  the 
favorite  of  all,  and  the  best  mathematician 
in  the  State,  was  suddenly  drowned,  just  as 
he  was  within  grasp  of  prominence.  Julius 
became  a  preacher  of  the  Church  of  the 
Disciples,  and  in  the  midst  of  his'usefulness 
died  of  an  acute  attack  in  1804.  The 
remaining  two,  David  E.  and  Anson  A.,  are 
still  residing  in  Rutland  with  their  respect- 
ive families,  and  are  attorneys  by  profession. 

Eddy,  Benjamin  F.,  a  mechanic  born  in 
Jamaica,  Vt.,  came  from  Ludlow  in  1S62 
and  settled  at  the  Borough.  He  is  also  a 
music-teacher  and  has  taught  a  school  here 
nearly  every  year  of  his  residence  among  us, 
bein  g  considered  one  of  the  best  teachers  in 
the  State.  He  is  also  leader  of  the  Danby 
Cornet  Band,  formed  mainly  through  his  in- 
strumentality. Few  men  have  contributed 
more  towards  building  up  and  sustaining 
choir-singing  in  our  churches.  He  also  holda 
a  high  position  in  the  Masonic  Frat^rnitv. 
He  now  resides  in  Mt.  Tabor,  and  is  justice 
of  the  peace.     He  has  been  twice  married. 


e22 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


"  Eggleston,  Andrus,  born  in  Stonington, 
Ct.,  Nov.  5,  1785,  came  to  Shaftsbury,  Vt., 
thence  to  Dorset  and  from  there  removed  to 
Danby,  in  1811.  He  is  the  son  of  Benedict 
Eggleston,  a  native  of  Hopkinton,  R.  I., 
who  was  born  in  17o4,  and  was  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolution,  having  enlisted  at  the  age 
of  16  and  served  three  years.  He  also  came 
to  Shaftsbury  and  from  thence  to  Dorset 
being  a  stone-mason  by  trade  and  well 
known.  In  1785,  he  was  married  to  Content 
Brown,  who  died  in  1803,  leaving  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  were  Andrus,  Charlany,  Polly, 
Betsey,  and  John.  Polly  m.  a  Brownell 
and  removed  West.  Betsey  m.  a  Moore 
and  lives  in  Pennsylvania.  John  went 
South,  owned  a  plantation,  and  has  not  been' 
heard  from  for  some  time.  Mr.  Eggleston 
next  m.  Sally  Skinner,  in  1S09,  and  raised  a 
family  of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  dead 
but  Reuben,  now  living  in  Dorset.  Benedict 
Eggleston  died  at  Dorset,  Dec.  11,  18o9,  aged 
95,  being  the  last  survivor  but  one  of  that 
honored  band  of  Revolutionary  patriots. 

Andrus,  (oldest  son,)  rn.,  in  1811,  Nancy 
Curtis  of  Dorset,  and  was  in  trade  at  the  Bor- 
ough under  the  firm  of  Williams,  Young  and 
Eggleston,  a  number  of  years.  He  was  also 
a  many  years'  school-teacher,  and  one. of  the 
most  efficient  teachers  in  the  State  ;  lister,  4 
jTears ;  constable  and  collector,  2  years ;  long 
a  justice  of  peace,  and  held  some  town  office 
about  every  year,  until  appointed  postmaster 
which  office  he  held  to  the  time  of  his  death  ; 
was  also  a  surveyor,  many  years,  for  the 
town.  He  died  in  I860,  aged  75.  Hiram  was 
a  merchant,  and  died  in  New  York  in  1845, 
aged  32 ;  Delia,  rn.  E.  L.  Way,  and  lives  in 
Manchester;  Electa,  m.  William  Chamberlin, 
of  Manchester,  a  dealer  in  marble  ;  Truman 
C,  the  only  son  now  living,  m.  Lucy  Rideout 
in  1812,  lives  in  Manchester,  is  a  marble 
dealer  and  prominent  citizen  of  that  town. 

Emm  ersun,  Samuel,  a  native  of  New 
Hampshire,  was  one  of  the  most  skillful  me- 
chanics we  ever  had.  He  built  and  run  a 
eaw-mill  for  a  number  of  years,  in  connection 
with  which  he  had  various  kinds  of  ma- 
chinery. He  was  also  a  cabinet-maker  and 
possessed  the  character  of  a  cro^d  citizen.  lie 
died  about  1840.  Of  his  children,  his  da. 
Lucinda  m.  the  Rev.  Joseph  Earns.  Phillip, 
his  son,  is  a  lawyer  by  profession,  having 
pursued  his  studies  at  Walhngford,  with  D.  E. 
Nicholson,  Esq.  and  has  been  admitted  to  the 


Rutland  County  Bar.  He  now  resides  a:  the 
West. 

Emmerson,  Rev.  Oliver,  son  of  Samuel, 
was  born  at  Danby,  Aug.  30,  1314.  When 
about  14  years  of  age  he  heard  the  Rev.  T. 
Spicer  preach  at  a  quarterly  meeting.  The 
sermon  made  an  impression  upon  his  mini 
that  deeply  affected  him  for  several  we-tks. 
Nov.  23,  1830,  he  was  received  on  trial  in  the 
Methodist  Church,  by  Rev.  Joshua  Poor.  A 
revival  took  placo  in  Pontoosue,  in  the  town 
of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  in  1851,  where  Mr.  Em- 
merson  then  lived,  which  was  attributed  in 
a  great  measure  to  his  instrumentality.  In 
May,  1833,  he  entered  Wilbraham  Academy. 
After  spending  a  limited  season  there,  during 
which  time  he  was  licensed  as  an  exhorter,  he 
was  compelled  to  leave  the  institution  for 
want  of  means  to  prosecute  his  studies.  He 
was  licensed  to  preach  and  recommenced 
to  the  Troy  Annual  Conference.  About  6 
weeks  intervened  between  this  and  the  =es- 
sion  of  the  Conference,  which  he  spent  on  the 
Pittsford  circuit.  He  was  received  by  the 
Troy  Conference,  and  appointed  to  PittsfiV. 
Mass.,  with  Rev.  T.  Benedict,  The  ne::: 
year  he  labored  on  the  Saratoga  circuit  with 
Rev.  John  Harwood.  From  the  Conference 
of  1836,  he  was  sent  to  the  Halfmoon  cir:u.r, 
Rev.  0.  Pier  being  his  colleague;  Jan.  17, 
1831,  m.  Betsey  Stead  da.  of  Rev.  Henry 
Stead ;  in  1837  was  appointed  to  Esperan:e, 
with  Rev.  H.  L.  Starks,  the  year  was  one  of 
severe  labor ;  at  the  ensuing  Conference 
the  circuit  was  divided  ;  he  was  appointed  to 
Palatime  Bridge,  the  part  of  the  circuit  on 
which  he  had  resided  the  former  year;  dar- 
ing the  winter  of  that  year  a  revival  took 
place.  In  a  few  weeks  Mr.  E.  preached  about 
20  sermons ;  about  100  converted.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  appointed  to  the  North- 
ampton circuit,  and  in  1840  to  Waterford  ; 
was  returned  the  2d  year;  Oct,  18,  1841, 
lost  his  wife;  June  1842,  he  was  apnointei  to 
Lansingburg,  and  November  the  same  year 
m.  Sarah  Stead,  sister  of  his  first  wife ; 
rec'd  about  150  persons  into  his  ch.  that 
year;  was  sent  in  1814,  '45  to  Nassau;  in 
1S46  was  attacked  with  a  kidney  disease  ; 
appointed  next  to  the  Thirl  St.  mhssion  in 
Troy,  suffered  severely  from  September  till 
I  December  that  year,  being  treated  in  vain 
by  the  most  eminent  doctors;  lost  his  2.1  wl 
j  Jan.  7.  1847,  who  left  to  his  charge  two 
j  small  boys,  the  youngest  but  4  months  oil; 
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June  1S47,  compelled  to  take  a  superannu- 
ated relation  ;  being  appointed  by  Conference 
as  supernumerary,  and  in  1848,  to  Canajoha- 
no :  m.  Ann  Eliza  Williams  of  that  place  ; 
In  1S49  he  took  an  effective  relation,  wiifi 
itationed  at  Scbuylerville,  and  in  1S50  ap- 
pointed to  Greenbush.  After  having  at- 
tempted to  serve  the  church  in  that  relation 
for  2  years,  amid  great  and  increasing  bodily 
infirmities,  again  entered  the  superannuated 
list  in  1851,  in  which  he  continued  until  his 
death.  The  last  few  months  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  Wallingford,  Vt.,  where  he  sup- 
plied, as  far  as  his  strength  permitted,  two 
congregations,  one  in  Wallingford  and  the 
other  in  Danby.  He  delighted  in  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  and  it  was  his  history  almost 
literally  to  "  Cease  at  once  to  work  and 
live."  On  the  last  Sabbath  but  one  of  his 
life,  he" preached  twice,  attended  a  funeral  on 
Monday,  another  on  Wednesday  and  still 
another  on  Friday.  From  this  last  funeral 
(which  wa3  Daniel  Euilum's)  he  returned 
Lome  on  Saturday  completely  prostrated. 
On  Sabbath  he  was  unable  to  leave  his  bed 
and  died  on  the  following  Thursday,  Apr.  22, 
1S53,  not  having  known  an  hour  of  uninter- 
rupted pain  for  7  years.  His  son  Harvey 
died  in  1859,  aged  about  45,  two  of  his  chil- 
dren, William  and  Gertrude  are  deaf  and 
dumb,  but  very  smart  and  intelligent. 
They  have  received  the  benefit  of  an  educa- 
tion at  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

Fish,  Elisha,  from  Rhode  Island  in  1778 
m.  Elizabeth  Wilbur,  and  settled  on  the 
present  homestead  of  Freelove  Fish.  lie 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  that  part 
of  the  town.  Being  a  man  of  energy  and 
industry,  he  acquired  considerable  property, 
and  was  well  esteemed.  He  died  in  1845, 
aged  83,  his  wife  in  1813  aged  83.  Their 
children  were  John,  Prudence,  Su^an,  Flor- 
ence, Joseph,  Sally,  Betsey,  and  Sophronia. 

Fish,  John,  m.  Abagail  Moulton  and 'suc- 
ceeded to  the  homestead  of  his  father.  He 
subsequently  settled  at  the  Borough.  In 
1855,  he  removed  to  Illinois,  where  lie  died 
in  1S64,  aged  77.  Moulton  his  son  m.  Mar- 
tha,  da.  of  Asa  Smith,  and  settled  at  the  Bor- 
ough, He  was  largely  engaged  in  the  marble 
business,  and  built  and  run  a  mill  for  several 
years.  In  1348,  he  built  the  stone  blacksmith 
shop  at  the  Borough  and  carried  on  the  black- 
smithing  busings  there.    The  village  knowu 


as  "  Fishville"  was  built  up  mainly  through 
his  enterprise.  He  is  now  (1868)  living  in 
Aurora,  111.  But  few  men  have  done  more 
towards  adding  to  the  prosperity  of  the  tewn. 
George,  his  son,  m.  Semantha  Vail  and  lives 
in  Aurora,  111.,  of  which  city  he  La3  been 
marshall  for  4  years.  James  m.  Eunice  Reed 
and  lives  at  the  Borough,  being  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business.  He  is  a  mason, 
represented  the  town  in  1SGS,  has  been  re- 
cently appointed  po-tmaster,  and  is  now 
grand  juror.  His  youngest  son  Charles  is 
deaf  and  dumb  and  is  now  receiving  an  e lo- 
cation at  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum,  Hart- 
ford, Ct. 

Fisk,  Benjamin,  from  Scituate,  ?..  I.,  in 
17S9,  settled  on  the  farm  lately  occupied  br 
II.  E.  Johnson,  where  he  lived  for  a  terioi 
of  79  years,  or  until  his  death.  He  came 
here  at  the  age  of  16,  ac -orapanied  by  his 
two  brothers,  Reuben  and  Benoni,  who  had 
sold  out  their  farm  in  Rhode  Island,  :  ;>r  the 
purpose  of  seeking  a  home  in  a  new  country. 
After  a  year  or  two  Benjamin  went  back  to 

1  diode  Island  and  married  Freelove  Col  via 
and  returned  to  Danby,  bringing  his  wife 
and  a  few  household  effects  with  an  ox  team. 
He  lived  in  a  log-house  20  years,  when  he 
erected  the  framed  house  now  standing,  llr. 
Fisk  wras  a  great  hunter  and  trapper  in  the 
early  days.  Deer  were  then  quite  plenty. 
When  at  an  advanced  age,  an  I  ioxevri-t 
childish,  he  would  relate  his  hunting  adven- 
tures of  sixty  or  seventy-five  years  past,  as  if 
they  had  happened  but  yesterdav,  an]  would 
sometimes  imagine  that  he  was  hunting  deer 
or  trapping  for  mink.  This  was  his  forte  :u 
his  younger  days,  in  which  he  took  gr-  .; 
pride.  His  wife  died  in  IS 4 4,  aged  72.  He 
subsequently  m.  Polly  Taylor,  and  died  :u 
1866  aged  95.  Ho  raised  11  children:  Elizr*- 
beth,  Benjamin,  Lucretia,  Lucv,  Chloe,  Lt- 
man  R.,  Hirarn,  Daniel,  Joel,  Olive 
Freelove.  His  son,  Lyman  R.  has  been 
juror  3  years  ;  selectman  and  rer-r 
ative  one;  his  wf.  died  in  1864,  aged  ' 

J  children  are  Noah,  Lyman  jr..  at 
j  soph  ;  his  son  Hiram  has  been  a  sele 

2  years  and  a  representative  one.  II 
Daniel  died  in  the  winter  of  1543  of  lie  i 

i  ease,  being  found  dead  in  the  road  but 
!  rods  from  his  home.  He  left  seven  chi! 
I  Sally  Ann,  Ferry,  Philip,  Israel,  CS 
Chas.  and  Daniel,  ail  of  whom  removed 
I    Fisk,  Reubex.  Sen.,  from  Scituate  in 
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settled  on  a  portion  of  the  farm  now  owned 
by  P.  W.  Johnson.  He  m.  Patty  Wait  of 
Rhode  Island.  He  was  a  hard-laboring  man 
and  worthy  member  of  society.  He  possess- 
ed the  peculiar  characteristic  of  healing  the 
sick  by  the  laying  on  of  his  hands.  From 
this  he  received  the  appellation  of  the 
"  stroking-doctor."  This  virtue  he  possessed 
in  an  eminent  degree,  and  was  successful  in 
healing  and  curing  many  sick  people.  This 
mode  of  curing  was  first  introduced  by  one 
Willis,  an  Englishman,  from  whom  it  was 
communicated  to  Mr.  Fisk,  who  practiced  for 
many  years,  and  was  widely  and  extensively 
known.  He  removed  to  Holland  Purchase 
where  he  died  quite  advanced  in  years,  leav- 
ing children  :  Israel,  Abagail,  Patty,  Chris- 
tiana, Nancy,  Lovica,  Sally,  Lucy,  Selinda, 
Ehoda  and  Reuben. 

Frazer,  Dr.  Ira  M.,  m.  Mary,  d.  of  Ira  Vail, 
and  settled  at  the  Corners.  He  rose  rapidly 
and  gained  a  good  practice  which  he  retained 
until  his  death,  in  1831,  aged  27.  His  wid- 
ow m.  Lyman  Frazer  of  Middletown,  brother 
of  her  former  husband,  and  removed  West. 

Frost,  Henry,  settled  about  1780.,  kept 
the  first  store  ;  kept  a  tavern  ;  owned  some 
land,  was  selectmau  2  years,  was  a  prosper- 
ous man  of  his  day.  His  children  were  Ja- 
cob, Henry  and  Mary,  all  of  whom  left  town. 

Gage,  Capt.  William,  came  about  1770, 
lived  where  the  poor-house  stands,  and 
kept  tavern  there.  He  was  for  a  number  of 
years  one  of  the  committee  to  lay  out  the 
proprietors'  rights,  one  of  the  assessors  chosen 
in  1774,  again  in  1775.  In  1776,  and  77,  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  committee  of  safety  ;  select- 
man 3  years  ;  representative  from  this  town, 
in  the  General  Convention  wliich  met  at  the 
house  of  Cephas  Kent,  in  Dorset,  Sept.  25, 
1776;  waa  associated  with  Ethan  Allen  and 
others  in  resisting  the  unjust  measures  of  New 
York,  being  a  very  prominent  actor  in  those 
scenes  and  wa3  appointed  a  delegate  in  con- 
nection with  Colonel  Thomas  Chittenden,  to 
represent  this  town  in  the  General  Conven- 
tion which  met  at  Windsor  in  July,  1777,  to 
frame  a  constitution  for  the  State,  lie  joined 
the  army  during  Burgoyne's  invasion,  and 
was  in  the  battle  of  Bennington.  He  con- 
tinued a  resident  of  the  town  some  time  after 
the  close  of  the  war,  honored  and  respected 
by  all  He  raised  a  family  of  several  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  removed  from  the  town. 

Griffith,  Lemuel,  only  son  of  James, 


born  at  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  in  1745,  came  hero 
in  1782.  He  became  one  of  the  largest  land- 
holders in  town,  having  owned  at  one  time 
some  six  or  seven  farms,  of  several  hundrel 
acres.  In  1789,  he  was  elected  a  represent- 
ative to  the  State  Legislature,  but  did  not 
attend,  as  he  considered  himself  incompe- 
tent ;  alack  !  We  have  but  few  men  at  the 
present  day  who  consider  themselves  incom- 
petent to  serve  as  a  Representative  in  the 
General  Assembly.  But  he  was  a  modest 
and  unassuming  man.  Mr  G.  left  numerous 
descendants,  many  of  whom  have  become 
prominent:  some  of  them  still  reside  in  town. 
He  died  in  ISIS,  aged  73  :  Griffith,  David 
died  in  1851,  aged  85  ;  Griffith,  George  died 
in  1854,  aged  86  —  his  widow,  a  devoted 
Methodist  for  60  years  is  still  living  at  an 
advanced  age,  smart  and  intelligent. 

Griffith,  Lewis,  m.  Hannah,  da.  of  Bar- 
ton Kelly.  In  1S53,  he  removed  to  Lewins- 
ville,  Va.,  where  he  still  resides.  The  vicin- 
ity of  his  residence  was  at  times  the  theatre 
of  warfare,  during  the  rebellion,  by  which  he 
and  his  family  suffered  greatly.  His  farm 
was  alternately  in  possession  of  the  Confed- 
erate and  Union  armies,  and  he  w.'.s  obliged 
at  one  time  to  remove  his  family  and  effects 
to  Washington.  He  remained  a  firm  and 
steadfast  Union  man,  and  was  not  afraid  to 
express  his  opinion,  although  living  among 
rebel"  sympathizers.  He  was  sought  by  rebel 
guerilla  bands,  many  times,  but  by  boldness 
and  dexterity  eluded  capture.  During  the 
battle  of  Lewinsville  the  Union  nag  floated 
from  his  house  which  was  riddled  with  bul- 
lets. He  took  from  here  a  valuable  horse, 
which  the  rebels  tried  to  capture.  This 
horse  was  used  by  the  Union  army,  and  was 
in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Mr.  Griffith  at 
one  time,  to  keep  his  horse  from  being  cap- 
tured by  the  rebels,  secreted  him  in  the 
cellar.  He  still  owns  the  horse  and  prizes 
him  very  highly.  The  Government  has  re- 
munerated him  for  the  loss  of  his  timber, 
which  was  taken  for  the  use  of  the  army. 
His  wife  died  in  1867,  leaving  two  children, 
Ellen  and  Alice. 

Griffith,  Gardner,  ra.  Harriett  Berland 
and  settled  at  the  Borough.  He  was  an  ac- 
tive business  man  many  years,  and  -ome  time 
engaged  in  the  marble  bustue-s.  He  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  occupied  other  town 
offices.  He  now  lives  in  Iowa,  where  he  re- 
moved some  15  years  since. 
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Green,  William,  from  Rhode  Island  set- 
tled about  1800  ;  was  a  stone  mason  by  trade, 
Ho  died  many  years  since,  leaving  8  chil- 
dren :  William,  Adin  H.,  Orange,  Chauncy 
Joseph,  Polly,  Betsey  and  Amanda.  Edwin, 
a  son  of  William  served  as  a  soldier  during 
the  Mexican  war. 
Green,  Adin  H.,  was  among  the  enterpris- 


ing, 


business  men  of  the  town. 


many  years. 
He  was  three  times  married,  first  to  Susan 
Griffith,  next  to  Margaret,  da.  of  the  Rev. 
Henry  Bigelow,  of  Middletown,  and  last  to 
widow  Smith.  He  was  a  tanner  and  currier, 
settled  at  the  Borough  in  business,  which  he 
continued  for  some  time.  He  was  also  post- 
master there  nearly  15  years,  being  a  very 
obliging  and  amiable  man  in  that  position 
as  well  as  in  all  others.  He  removed  to 
Middletown  about  1810,  and  was  town  clerk 
of  that  town  for  a  number  of  years,  and  died 
there.  Adin  H.,  his  son,  was  a  member  of 
the  10th  Regt.,  and  was  particularly  distin- 
guished for  his  fearless  discharge  of  duty. 
Horace,  the  youngest  son,  and  a  half-brother 
of  Adin  H.,  was  in  Kilpatrick's  cavalry,  and 
one  of  the  most  daring  soldiers  in  the  army. 
He  was  wounded  on  the  Danville  Railroad, 
in  Va.,  in  June,  1861,  and  died  in  Middle- 
town  the  December  following.  A  Minnie 
ball  went  through  his  head,  back  of  his  eyes, 
and  he  was  not  able  to  see  afterwards. 

Green-,  Orangr,  m.  Harriet  Jones,  and 
nettled  at  the  Borough  in  the  blacksmithing 
business.  He  was  also  a  manufacturer  of 
axes.  He  finally,  being  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  church,  became  a  preacher.  He 
raised  a  family  of  five  daughters  :  Betsey, 
Mariette,  Lucinda,  Amanda,  Mary  and 
Emily. 

Green,  Spencer,  a  lawyer,  was  a  native 
of  Clarendon,  and  son  of  Dr.  Richard 
Green,  who  died  in  Bedford,  Mich.,  in  1S31. 
When  a  small  boy  he  went  to  reside  with 
Tilson  Nichols,  with  whom  he  spent  his  mi- 
nority, and,  when  about  twenty-two  went  to 
Poultney,  and  pursued  legal  studies  with 
W.  H.  Smith,  Esq.,  and  from  there  to  Wal- 
lingford,  where  he  completed  his  studies,  was 
admitted  to  the  Rutland  County  bar,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  law.  He  remain- 
ed at  Rutland  until  about  LS50,  whoa  he 
came  here  and  settled  at  the  Borough.  He 
rapidly  rose  in  his  profession,  until  ho  secur- 
ed a  large  practice  in  the  County.  He  was 
grand-juror  4  year.?,  a  justice  of  the  peace 


and  representative  one  year.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Union  army  during  the  rebellion, 
and  died  from  disease  contracted  while  there, 
(See  obituary  of  deceased  soldiers.) 

Hadwin,  Barney,  born  at  Newport,  R.  I., 
in  1771,  came  to  Danby  in  1805.  He  died 
in  185-1,  aged  83.  He  left  11  children,  ail 
of  whom  are  now  living. 

Hall,  Dr.  H.  M.,  from  Ru;land,  settled  at 
the  Borough.  He  served  as  a  surgeon  during 
the  war,  and  was  regarded  as  the  most  skillful 
in  surgery  of  any  in  the  corps  to  which  he  be- 
longed. He  is  much  attached  to  his  profession, 
is  a  great  reader,  and  has  a  thorough  practical 
experience  in  medical  science.  He  has,  also, 
inventive  genius,  and  has  lately  secured  a  pa- 
tent for  attachment  to  sewing-machines.  He 
m.  Carrie  V.  Dickinson,  of  Chicago,  111.,  aud 
has  lately  removed  there. 

Harnden,  Samuel,  from  Wells,  m.  Esther 
Irish,  and  settled  at  the  Corners,  where  he 
kept  a  public  house  for  several  years.  He  was 
a  boot,  shoe  and  harness-maker  by  trade,  and 
subsequently  removed  to  the  Borough  and 
worked  at  that  business.  He  removed  back  to 
Wells,  where  he  died.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
one  of  the  best  fiddlers  in  the  State.  We  are 
told  that  he  cured  the  woman  of  fits,  by  fid- 
dling, who  afterwards  became  his  wife.  One 
of  his  sons,  Joseph,  was  drowned  in  Lake  Erie. 

Hart,  John,  was  a  land-jobber,  a  vocation 
which  the  peculiar  condition  of  real  estate  in 
the  early  years  of  the  settlement  of  the  State 
demanded,  and  his  associate  in  business  waa 
one  Roger  Williams,  another  early  settler  here. 
They  were  both  men  of  property,  and  held 
their  lands  under  grants  from  New  Hampshire, 
and  were  equally  opposed  to  the  claims  of  New 
York.  Their  dealings  had  been  pretty  exten- 
sive, and  unfortunately  in  the  summer  of  1775 
a  violent  contention  arose  between  them.  Hart 
being  a  man  of  strong  passions  and  great  reso- 
lution, went  to  Albany  aud  took  out  a  capias 
against  Williams  on  a  note  of  £500,  put  it  into 
the  hands  of  a  deputy  sheritF,  who,  with  Hart, 
and  some  assistants  from  New  York,  on  a  dark 
and  rainy  night,  arrested  Williams  in  his  bed, 
and  siarted  tor  Albany  City  Hall.  An  alarm 
was  immediately  given,  and  the  settlers  in  this 
town  and  Tinmo.ith  were,  one  after  another, 
armed,  mounted  and  in  eager  pursuit  of  the 
"  Yorkers."  Their  progress  through  the  woods 
over  the  hills  between  Dauby  and  Tablet  was 
greatly  impeded  by  the  mud.  roots,  rocks, 
stumps  and  darkness  of  the  night,  but  they 
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dashed  on  and  overtook  them  at  White  Creek,  | 
(now  Salem,  N.  Y.)  Tho  sheriff  and  his  assist- 
ants escaped,  but  they  made  Hart  a  prisoner  in 
the  place  of  Williams,  and  returned  to  Danby 
the  same  day.  The  committee  of  safety  had 
previously  assembled  at  Capt.  John  Burt's  tav- 
ern, together  with  a  great  concourse  of  Green 
Mountain  boys,  and  a  number  of  smaller  boys. 
As  soon  as  the  shouts  which  burst  forth  on  the 
arrival  of  the  prisoner  had  subsided,  and  the 
echoes  from  the  mountains  had  died  away,  the 
judges  took  their  seats  on  the  bench  in  the  bar- 
room, the  prisoner  was?  arraigned,  and  without 
loss  of  time  convicted,  and  by  Thomas  Rowley, 
chairman  of  the  committee  and  chief  justice, 
sentenced  to  receive  thirty-nine  stripes  with  the 
beaeh-seal  on  the  naked  back. 

Daniel  Cbipman,  LL.  D.,  who  wrote  an  ac- 
count of  the  above,  and  who  was  an  eye-wit- 
ness of  the  scene,  says : 

"  As  Hart  had  always  been  treated  with  re- 
spect at  my  father's  house,  and  as  this  was  the 
first  punishment  of  the  kind  T  ever  witnessed,  I 
felt  that  it  was  inflicted  with  the  most  cruel  se- 
verity— I  felt  every  stroke  upon  my  own  back. 
Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  infliction  of  this  bar 
barous  punishment  proves  that  the  people  of 
the  Grants  were  less  civilized  than  the  people 
of  other  parts  of  New  England;  for  long  af.-er- 
wards  this  relic  of  barbarism  was  found  in  the 
criminal  codes  of  all  the  States:  but  a  more 
advanced  state  of  civilization  has  broken  up 
the  habit  by  which  it  had  been  continued 
through  generations  of  civilized  man  ;  and  it 
has  been  exploded,  never  again  to  find  a  place 
in  the  code  of  any  of  the  American  States.  It 
is  worthy  of  record,  as  it  is  the  only  transaction 
of  the  kind  that  took  place  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Revolutionary  war  ;  and  as  this  was 
the  last  opportunity  a  committee  of  safety  ever 
had  to  exercise  their  judicial  functions  in  the 
conviction  of  a  Yorker,  and  yet  it  never  found 
a  place  in  any  history — the  transaction  took 
place  too  far  from  Bennington,  which  at  that 
time  was  all  the  Grants,  as  Parts,  under  the 
despotism  and  during  the  Revolution,  was  all 
of  France." 

John  Hart  did  not  long  remain  a  citizen  here 
after  this  event,  but,  disposing  of  his  possess- 
ions, left  for  other  parts. 

Harrington',  Thomas,  Sen'.,  from  Glouces- 
ter, R.  I.,  settled  in  17s0.  He  was  surveyor, 
to  set  off  proprietors'  rights,  and  town  surveyor 
many  years.  He  brought  a  large  amount,  of 
money  with  him  when  he  came,  and  is  said 
that  once,  before  starting  on  a  visit  to  Rhode 
Island,  he  concealed  a  bng  of  silver  coin  under 
a  stone-heap.  He  was  absent  about  6  months, 
and  on  his  return  found  the  silver  all  right,  but 
tho  bag  eaten  by  the  mice.  He  was  a  select- 
man 4  yeara ;  became  ono  of  the  largest  land- 


holders in  town,  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  ;>nd 
died  leaving  7  children:  Sampson,  Elisha,  Lot, 
Thomas,  jr.,  Susanna,  Faithful  and  Freelove. 

Harrington,  Lot,  m.  Sylvia  Snge,  and  set- 
tled on  the  homestead.  He  died  in  1848.  His 
children  were:  Darius,  Thaddeus,  Eiisha,  Sim- 
eon, Hiram,  Alraeda  and  Betsey.  Elisha  be- 
came a  physician,  and  lived  in  Chenango  coun- 
ty, N.  Y.  One  of  his  sons,  Hiram,  was  one  of 
the  16  recruits  who  enlisted  from  this  town  in 
the  Mexican  war.  He  died  in  the  hospital  at 
Vera  Cruz.  July  12,  1347. 

Harrington,  Thomas,  jr.,  now  lives  in  Lit- 
tle Village.  He  built  and  run  a  grist-mill  there 
at  a  very  early  day.  He  acquired  considerable 
fame  as  a  hunter  and  trapper.  It  is  said  that 
at  one  time  a  bear  came  and  attacked  a  hog 
and  calf  belonging  to  Thomas,  in  the  yard  near 
his  house,  and,  being  short  of  bullets,  he  hastily 
broke  up  a  piece  of  an  iron  kettle  with  which  he 
shot  the  bear.  His  gun  not  going  off  the  first 
time,  he  touched  it  off  with  a  firebrand.  From 
this  circumstance  he  was  ever  after  known  as 
"  bear  Tom." 

Harrington,  Oliver,  from  Rhode  Island 
about  the  year  1777,  m.  Sylvina  Ballou,  and 
settled  in  the  Little  Village.  He  died  in  1339, 
aged  81  ;  his  wife  quite  old  in  years.  They 
had  7  children.  Harvey,  their  son,  lives  in 
Michigan. 

Harrington,  Moses,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  181 2.  He  was  a  native  of  Danby;  his 
father's  name  was  Gardner. 

FIaskins,  Abel,  Sen.,  from  Nine  Partners, 
N.  Y. ;  settled  about  1772.  Ho  was  but  25 
years  of  age,  but  of  a  rugged  constitution,  and 
like  other  pioneers  here,  there  was  no  hardship 
that  could  daunt  his  spirits,  and  by  unremitting 
toil  a  home  was  established.  He  married  Mary 
Bell  of  Norwich,  Ct.,  a  lady  of  Welch  origin, 
who  it  is  said  was  heir  to  a  large  estate  in 
England  belonging  to  the  Bell  family;  yet  her 
descendants  have  never  succeeded  in  establish- 
ing the  claim,  although  efforts  have  been  made. 
She  was  a  sister  of  Delight  Bell,  who  married 
Dr.  John  Sarcrent.  an  early  settler  of  Pawlet, 
and  father  of  Dr.  Warren  B.  Sargent  of  that 
place,  and  of  Hon  Leonard  Sargent  of  Man- 
chester. Mr.  Ilaskius  was  a  man  of  consider- 
able intelligence,  ami  a  trustworthy  citizen. 
Ho  died  very  suddenly  in  1S20,  aged  70;  his 
wife  in  1839,  aged  80.  She  was  a  fitting  com- 
panion to  share  the  trials  of  founding  a  homo 
in  a  new  country.  Sho  brought  an  appletreo 
in  her  lap  at  the  time  of  settling  here,  which 
was  set  out  and  stood  for  many  years  oa  the 
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homestead,  being  known  as  the  "Nine  Part- 
acr*  appleiree.  Their  children  were  :  William, 
Abel,  jr.,  Dilla,  Mary  and  Ruth. 

Herrick,  Henry,  Sen-.,  from  Nine  Partners, 
settled  here  about  the  close  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  Previous  to  his  coining  here  be  had 
disposed  of  his  property,  of  which  he  possessed 
a  large  amount,  and  received  paymeut  in  Con- 
tinental money.  This  soon  becoming  almost 
or  entirely  worthless  by  depreciation,  when  he 
came  here  he  was  in  very  destitute  circum- 
stances. His  family  and  effects  were  brought 
with  an  ox-team:  but  he  had  been  a  soldier 
of  the  Revolution — served  through  nearly  the 
whole  war,  and  knew  how  to  face  hardships. 
He  bravely  triumphed  over  circumstances,  and 
amassed  a  considerable  fortune.  The  land  for 
the  burial-ground,  west  of  the  Corners,  was 
given  by  him  to  the  town.  Being  generous 
and  public  spirited,  he  gained  the  esteem  of  ail 
— held  various  town  offices,  and  exercised  con- 
siderable influence.  He  also  contributed  lib- 
erally toward  the  support  of  the  Gospel.  His 
descendants  are  quite  numerous.  He  died  in 
1827,  aged  89  ;  his  wife  in  1321.  aged  86. 
They  left  7  children:  Henry,  jr.,  Joshua,  Ru- 
fjs,  Rebecca,  Sally,  Abagail  and  Hannah. 

Herrick,  Henry,  JR.,  m.  Charity  Signor, 
and  first  settled  on  "  Dutch  Hill" — afterwards 
near  the  Corners.  He  became  a  wealthy  citi- 
zen. He  purchased  tho  tavern  at  the  Corn- 
ers of  Elisha  Brown,  where  he  kept  a  public 
house  25  years.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace 
many  years.  He  formerly  owned  all  the  land 
where  the  Corners  now  stand.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity — died  in  1823, 
aged  55  ;  his  wife  in  1839,  aged  12.  Children: 
William,  Edward.  Eunice,  Hannah,  Sally.  Bet- 
sey, Katy  and  Charity. 

Herrick,  Edward,  m.  Sophia,  da.  of  Judge 
J.  H.  Andrus.    He  died,  aged  80. 

Hilliard,  Mixer,  2d.  born  in  1815,  m.  Ma- 
ry Burt  of  Rutland,  and  settled  at  the  Corners, 
in  the  mercantile  business,  in  which  he  was 
engaged  nearly  20  years.  He  also  became  a 
ene.-ulator  in  produce,  which  business  he  stdl 
continues.  In  1860  he  took  tho  census.  In 
polities  he  has  adhered  through  all  the  phases 
of  the  party  to  the  democratic  side.  He  was  a 
recruiting  officer  during  the  Mexican  war,  and 
obtained  It}  reciuits  from  this  town.  He  was 
fit  one  time  a  captain  in  the  militia,  and  held, 
from  time  to  time,  various  town  offices — has 
also  done  an  extensive  business  as  a  pension 
agent.  He  removed  to  Rutland  about  6  years 
Biace,  having  purchased  one  of  the  most  pleas- 


ant locations  in  that  town. — His  brother,  John 
H.,  lives  on  the  old  homestead,  and  is  ranked 
one  of  the  richest  men  in  town. 

Hitt,  "William,  born  in  Dutchess  county, 
1782,  came  to  Danby  in  1S01.  In  1803  he  m. 
Mary  A.,  da.  of  Asa  Smith,  then  of  Uxbridge, 
Mass.,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
E  A.  Smith,  where  he  lived  about  30  years. 
Few  men  ever  occupied  more  town  offices  than 
he  did.  He  was  lister  4  years,  grand  juror  1, 
selectman  3,  and  representative  3  years;  and 
always  one  of  the  leading  men,  regarded  by 
his  fellow-citizens  as  qualified  to  fill  any  place 
in  which  his  services  might  be  required.  He 
was  a  friend  to  the  unfortunate,  and  a  patron 
of  any  judicious  scheme  of  benevolent  effort. 
In  1830  he  removed  to  Orwell,  thence  to  Addi- 
son, and  died  in  Shrewsbury,  in  1856,  aged  13. 
His  last  wife  died  in  1863,  aged  80.  Of  their 
children,  Henry  D.  was  killed  by  a  team  run- 
ning away,  aged  13. 

Horton,  Abel,  Sen.,  from  Rhode  Island, 
quite  young  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revo- 
lution, was  one  of  the  first  to  enlist  in  his 
country's  service,  in  which  he  remained  during 
the  war,  being  in  several  engagements,  and 
drew  a  pension.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
was  one  of  the  many  who  came  to  this  town 
and  found  a  home  in  what  was  then  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness.  In  the  war  of  IS  12,  he 
was  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  national  admin- 
istration, and  active  in  measures  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace 
several  years,  constable  from  1794  to  1801,  se- 
lectman 4  years,  and  town  representative  6 
years  ;  being  the  longest  term  but  one  of  any 
man  in  town.  He  was  generous,  and  exerted 
himself  for  the  good  of  his  town,  county  and 
State.  He  inherited  and  cultivated  through 
life  a  peculiarly  cheerful  disposition,  and  pos- 
sessed great  equanimity  and  fortitude,  aud  was 
esteemed  a  judicious  man,  of  good  talents  and 
learning;.  Ho  died  in  1842,  aged  86  ;  his  wife 
iii  1S43,  aged  84.  They  left  children:  Abel, 
jr.,  Hopkins,  John,  Nathaniel,  Dennis,  Sarah, 
Sophia  aud  Mary. 

Hulett,  Daniel,  Sen.,  from  Killingsly, 
Ct.,  17S0,  settled  in  Pawlet,  on  the  Willard 
tract — was  at  tho  battle  of  Saratoga,  and  se- 
verely wounded,  but  refused  to  leave  the  field 
while  he  could  "  load  and  tire.''  He  was  noted 
for  great  energy,  industry  and  perseverance, 
and  amassed  a  large  property.  He  raised  a 
family  of  3  sons  :  Paul,  Daniel,  jr.,  and  Josh- 
ua, and  7  daughters.  Those  ehiHren  all  in 
turn  raised  large  families,  some  of  whom  re- 
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side  in  this  and  the  neighboring  towns.  He 
and  his  wife  died  in  1833,  the  former  aged  90, 
and  the  latter  83.  The  names  of  his  daughters 
are:  Hannah,  m.  John Lobdel ;  Eunice;  Lydia, 
m.  Eiiphalet  Buxton;  Abigail,  m.  Stephen 
Buxton;  Nancy,  m.  Lovine  Bromley ;  Jennie, 
m.  Amos  Wilcox  of  Pawlet ;  and  Dinah  m. 
Jonathan  Weller,  and  afterwards  Elisha  Smith. 
Eunice  m.  Henry  Lobdel,  and  settled  in  Platts- 
burg,  N.  Y.. 

Hulett,  Paul,  m.  Olive  Wooden,  and  set- 
tled in  the  west  part  of  the  town.  In  1822  he 
removed  to  Pawlet.  He  came  from  Connecti- 
cut with  his  father,  quite  young,  and  was  rear- 
ed amidst  the  hardships  to  which  the  early  set- 
tlers were  subjected  during  the  primitive  days 
of  the  town.  He  was  a  man  of  force  and  ener- 
gy, and  became  a  large  owner  of  land,  having 
several  farms  in  Pawlet.  Danby  and  Wells.  Mr. 
Hulett  was  one  of  the  earliest  anti-slavery  men 
iu  town,  and  maintained  a  decided  stand — was 
also  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist church.  Although  many  times  honored 
with  office,  he  was  often  solicited  to  serve  in 
various  capacities  he  declined  accepting.  He 
raised  a  family  of  9  children. 

Hulett,  Dyer,  son  of  Daniel,  jr.,  m.  Anna 
Forbes  of  Wallingford,  and  settled  in  Pawlet. 
They  raised  a  family  of  8  children,  four  of 
whom  were  deaf  mutes.  These  have  had  the 
benefit  of  an  education  at  the  deaf  and  dumb 
asylum  at  Hartford,  Ct.  Two  of  these  latter 
only  survive. 

Hulett,  Joshua,  m.  Harmony  Woodworth, 
and  settled  in  the  east  part  of  Pawlet,  near 
the  Danby  line.  Like  his  brothers,  he  accu- 
mulated a  handsome  property.  He  built  a 
beautiful  family  cemetery  near  his  residence, 
enclosed  with  an  iron  fence — died  in  1858,  aged 
78;  his  wife  in  1861,  aged  76. 

Hulett,  Horace,  son  of  Silas,  went  to  Cal- 
ifornia, where  he  was  drowned,  while  bathing 
in  a  lake,  aged  21. 

Irish,  Jesse,  from  Nine  Partners,  settled  in 
1768.  was  the  first  settler  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Nelson  Colvin — had  7  sons,  some  of 
whom,  together  with  himself,  were  reputed  to 
be  tones.  In  July,  1777,  he  himself  went  to 
Gen.  Burgoyne's  headquarters  at  Whitehall, 
and  procured  protection  papers.  On  reaching 
the  British  camp  he  presented  himself  to  Bur- 
goyne,  saying,  "Here  is  thy  servant.  Jesse, 
and  his  seven  sons ;''  whereupon,  promising  to 
either  join  tho  British  army,  or  remain  quietly 
at  home,  he  received  the  General's  gracious  pro- 
tection.   It  is  said  that  ho  rendered  aid  to  tho 


British  army,  for  which  his  property  was  con- 
fiscated. He  resided  here  with  his  family 
after  the  war  and  until  his  death. 

Nicholas.  Jenks,  from  Rhode  Island,  m. 
Anna,  da.  of  John  Harrington,  and  kept  for 
many  years  what  is  known  as  the  red  tavern, 
at  the  Corners — was  also  in  the  mercantile  bu- 
siness there,  and  lived  several  years  on  the 
place  now  owned  by  Lemuel  Harrington.  Al- 
though quite  an  active  business  man  in  his 
younger  days,  he  failed  to  accumulate  property, 
and  became  somewhat  dependent  in  old  age. 
His  final  settlement  was  made  on  the  place  oc- 
cupied by  Hiram  Fisk,  where  he  lived  many 
y ears.  He  died  in  1S67,  aged  87,  being  one 
of  the  oldest  Masons  in  town.  His  widow 
survives  him  at  the  age  of  70.  They  had  4  sons : 
George,  John,  Norman  and  Hiram,  all  living. 

Johnson,  Dr.  Adam,  (by  Miss  S.  0.  Locke,) 
came  from  Norton,  Mass.,  about  1799,  and  was 
the  first  physician  in  town  who  had  much  prac- 
tice. He  was  a  native  of  Pelham,  Mass.,  and 
of  Scotch  descent.  Soon  after  serving  the 
usual  time  in  study,  he  commenced  practice  on 
board  of  a  privateer  in  the  Revolution.  For 
some  time  all  went  well,  and  the  vessel  took 
several  rich  prizes,  which  were  sent  to  some 
port  in  Massachusetts,  to  be  appraised  and 
sold.  After  a  time  his  vessel  was  captured, 
and  he  was  carried  a  prisoner  to  England,  and 
confined  in  the  Tower  of  London  for  about  6 
months.  The  agent,  who  then  resided  in  a 
place  called  Marblehead,  took  himself  off  to 
Halifax,  forgetting  to  leave  Dr.  Johnson's 
share  of  the  prize-money.  Not  long  after  this 
a  ship,  of  which  he  owned  a  share,  was  wreck- 
ed, so  that,  when  he  was  liberated  he  returned 
home  to  find  himself  a  poor  man.  The  place 
he  lived  in  was  supplied  with  physicians  older 
than  himself,  and  after  a  few  years  he  concluded 
to  try  his  fortune  in  a  new  country,  and  came 
to  Danby,  which  was  then  new  enough  to  sat- 
isfy any  one  who  chose  the  wiiderness  to  live 
in.  His  first  place  of  business  in  Danby  was 
near  where  the  old  Quaker  meeting-house 
stood  ;  living  in  a  house  belonging  to  Stephen 
Rodgers.  He  bought  out  Dr.  Tolman,  who 
lived  about  80  rods  west  of  the  Comers.  Dr. 
Johnson  was  a  well  educated  man  for  one  in 
those  days ;  was  very  pleasant  and  mild  in 
his  maimers,  and  considered  a  true  gentleman 
in  all  his  relations  with  the  people:  having  a 
nice  sense  of  the  fitness  and  propriety  of  thinga 
appertaining  to  a  man  of  high  and  true  honor. 

Although  tho  country  was  new,  the  town 
soon  numbered  nearly  as  many  inhabitants  as 
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it  has  at  the  present  day.  I  have  heard  his 
daughter  say  that  when  they  went  to  reside  in 
the  old  house  bought  of  Dr.  Tolman,  which 
stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  highway  leading 
to  Fawtet,  she  had  heard  the  wolves  howl 
across  tho  stream  not  more  than  15  rods  from 
the  house,  many  times,  One  night  they  ven- 
tured to  the  house,  stood  with  their  fore  feet 
on  the  window-sill,  and  looked  into  the  house. 
"With  but  little  trouble  they  succeeded  in  driv- 
ing them  away.  On  one  occasion  Dr.  Johnson 
was  late  in  getting  home,  it  being  in  the  spring 
of  the  year  and  bad  getting  about ;  and,  when 
about  2  miles  from  home,  between  his  house 
and  the  Borough,  he  heard  a  wolf  call  in  a 
manner  strange  to  him.  Very  soon  it  was 
answered  in  the  same  way,  and  the  noises  con- 
tinued until  answers  were  heard  all  around 
him.  He  began  to  think  it  was  time  for  him  to 
quicken  his  speed,  it  being  after  dark.  He  was 
a  large,  heavy  man,  and  rode  on  horseback. 
He  had  not  rode  over  half  a  mile  before  the 
whole  pack  had  got  together,  nearly  sorround- 
ing  him,  and  were  making  preparations  to  at- 
tack him.  Seeing  that  the  wolves  were  very 
near  him,  he  quickly  untied  his  saddle-b.igs, 
threw  them  among  the  wolves,  and  then  run 
his  horse  with  all  possible  speed,  reaching  home 
safely.  The  next  morning  he  went  after  his 
saddle-bags,  found  them  unmolested — and  he 
thought  they  had  saved  life  that  time,  if  at  no 
other. 

Dr.  Johnson  was  a  good  family  physician — a 
man  of  resolute  purpose  and  strong  practical 
sense.  He  practised  medicine  in  Danby  until 
the  close  of  his  life,  which  was  in  1806,  at  the 
age  of  54  years.  He  left  2  children  :  Hannah, 
m.  Reuben  Seley;  and  Betsey,  m.  Dr.  Abra- 
ham Locke.  Dr.  Johnson  was  twice  married  : 
first  to  Sarah  Hodges  of  Norton,  Mass.,  who 
died  in  Pelhara  in  1781,  and  next  in  1791,  to 
Rebecca  Galusha  of  Attleboro,  Mass.  She  was 
a  cousin  of  Jonas  Galusha,  fifth  Governor  of 
this  State,  and  was  a  very  active  and  intelli- 
gent lady.    She  died  at  the  age  of  about  90. 

Johxson,  Capt.  William,  born  in  1785,  m. 
Sally,  da.  of  Elisha  Lincoln  In  1806,  and  suc- 
ceeded to  the  homestead  of  his  father.  His 
wife  died  in  1870,  aged  86.  Capt.  Johnson 
was  a  thrifty  farmer,  aud  also  an  excellent  me- 
chanic. He  was  first  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  but  afterwards  changed  and  became  a 
Universalis^  He  was  an  officer  of  the  State 
militia,  and  held  a  captain's  commission.  All 
speak  of  him  as  being  an  obliging  and  trust- 
worthy citizen — a  man  of  kindliness  of  feeling, 


generous  and  liberal  ;  and  no  man  loved  fun 
better  than  he  did,  being  always  "fond  of  a  good 
joke,"  yet  plain  and  simple  in  his  tastes,  and 
of  quiet  humor.  He  lived  a  life  of  sterling  up- 
rightness, which  terminated  Aug.  27,  1846. 
His  children  were:  John,  Almeda,  Elisha,  Per- 
ry W.,  Reuhama  and  Hiram.  Hiram  died  at 
21,  John  at  22,  and  Elisha  at  33. 

Kklley,  Benjamin*,  with  four  brothers.  Jo- 
seph, Eliphalet,    Micajah   and   Daniel,  from 
I  Rhode  Island,  were  among  the  early  settlers — 
all  members  of  the  Quaker  society.  Benjamin 
was  an  excellent  farmer,  but  had  little  to  do 
with  public  affairs.    He  raised  10  children,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  80.    Daniel  was  selectman 
5  years,  and  held  other  town  offices.  Elipha- 
let also  located  here,  and  died  at  the  age  of  85. 
Joseph  settled  in  Wallingford,  and  Micajah  on 
Dutch  Hill.    Hatzel,  son  of  Benjamin,  succeed- 
ed to  his  father's  estate.    He  was  not  equal  to 
his  father  ;  nevertheless  was  a  respectable  man. 
He  laid  claim  to  a  knowledge  of  medicine,  and 
|  was  skilled  in  cases  which  yielded  to  roots  and 
I  herbs.    He  died  at  the  age  of  83.    David,  son 
j  of  Benjamin,  settled  in  the  east  part  of  the 
!  town,  but  removed  to  Mt.  Holly,  and  from 
I  there  to  Clarendon,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  93. 

Kelley,  Azel,  possessed  in  a  high  degree, 
I  the  respect  of  his  townsmen.  He  was  long  a 
I  deacon  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  removed  at 
length  to  the  State  of  NewYork,  where  he  died 
at  the  age  of  80. 

Kelley,  Stephen  has  become  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  town,  being  the  owner  of 
i  several  farms. 

Kelley,  William  W.  settled  at  the  Bo- 
rough in  the  marble  business.  He  built  a 
store  and  was  engaged  several  years  in  mer- 
cantile business,  and  was  for  years  one  of 
the  most  active  buisness  men  of  the  town. 
He  now  resides  in  Wallingford,  where  he  re- 
moved some  ten  years  since,  and  continues 
in  the  marble  business.  lie  is  also  the  own- 
er of  a  good  farm,  one  of  the  best  locations 
in  that  town. 

Kelly,  Hiram,  was  a  deacon  of  the  Bap- 
tist church,  he  moved  to  Ohio  about  1S55. 

Lake,  William,  was  a  British  soldier, 
and  came  from  England,  before  the  Revolu- 
tion. He  was  then  but  9  years  of  age.  He 
first  entered  the  service  as  waiter,  for  his 
father  Thomas,  who  was  an  officer  in  the 
British  army.  He  finally  deserted  to  the 
Americans,  having  been  wounded  in  the 
face  by  a  buck  shot.    Soon  alter  the  war,  he 
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came  to  this  town,  and  married  Anna  Bar- 
num,  and  settled.  He  died  in  1850.  His 
children  were,  Anna,  Henry,  John,  Willard 
H.,  Mary,  Betsey,  Abigail  and  Sarah. 

Lapham,  Nathan,  with  his  brother  David 
came  from  R.  I.  David  soon  left ;  Nathan 
although  commencing  poor  became  a  large 
landholder ;  he  also  kept  store  at  an  early 
day  and  owned  a  saw-mill.  He  was  a  Qua- 
ker member  and  always  very  simple  in  his 
dress  and  took  great  care  of  his  own  words 
and  actions,  he  was  held  in  estimation  and 
died  in  1846  aged  80:  children,  Anson,  the 
youngest  son,  resides  in  Skeneatles  N.  Y.  hav- 
ing accumulated  an  immense  fortune,  mainly 
in  the  leather  business.  He  owns  one  of  the 
finest  residences  in  that  vicinity.  Nathan,  a 
son  of  Joseph,  lives  in  Peru,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
been  a  State  senator. 

Lapham,  Jessie,  m.  Elizabeth  da.  of  Da- 
vid Griffith,  and  settled  at  the  Borough  in  the 
mercantile  business.  He  first  entered  the 
business  with  his  brother  Joseph,  with  whom 
he  was  connected  for  a  number  of  years.  Af- 
ter continuing  the  business  here  for  some 
time,  they  removed  to  Troy,  N.  Y.  where 
they  remained  in  trade  several  years.  Jessie 
then  returned,  and  went  into  trade  again  at 
the  Borough,  in  which  he  continued  to  near- 
ly the  close  of  his  life.  The  store  in  which 
he  first  traded,  stood  near  the  bridge  on  the 
north  side  of  the  stream.  He  afterwards 
erected  a  new  store,  near  the  present  resi- 
dence of  M.  H.  Cook.  In  1821,  he  built  the 
"  stone  store"  now  owned  by  William  Pierce. 
He  was  very  prosperous  in  business  and  ac- 
cumulated a  large  fortune  the  result  of  pru- 
dent management  rather  than  lucky  specula- 
tion. He  was  a  large  stockholder  in  the 
Western  Vt.  R.  R.,  in  the  failure  of  which 
he  lost  quite  heavily.  He  was  also  connect- 
ed with  the  Danby  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
for  several  years  president.  Mr.  Lapham 
was  a  man  of  natural  talent  and  shrewdness, 
and  a  determined  will,  well  calculated  to 
lead  in  all  matters  in  which  he  took  a  part. 
He  was  a  friend  of  religion,  efficient  in  con- 
tributing towards  its  support,  active  in  build- 
ing up  his  town  and  society  and  estimable  in 
all  his  relations :  hia  loss  was  a  public  one. 
He  died  in  1863,  aged  75.  His  widow  is 
etill  living,  and  resi dea  ui^on  the  homestead 
to  which  his  sons  re-ort  each  season,  it  being 
one  of  the  finest  summer  residences  in  the 
State.     The   name3  of  their    children  are 


George  who  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  1  i, 
Henry,  Sophronia,  m.  A.  R.  Vail,  and  is  now 
dead  ;  Silas,  died  young  ;  Daniel,  also  died 
young  ;  Oliver  and  Lewis,  now  dead.  Henry 
in.  Semantha  da.  of  John  Vail,  and  resides 
in  New  York  city,  where  he  has  long  been 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  having 
acquired  an  ample  fortune.  Oliver  i3  also  a 
merchant,  and  lives  in  New  York  City. 

Lapham,  Elisha,  son  of  Nathan,  m.  Rho- 
da,  da.  of  Joseph  Button,  and  succeeded  to 
his  father's  estate,  and  owned  the  farm 
where  D.  W.  Rodgers  now  lives.  He  was  also 
a  merchant  in  company  with  his  brothers, 
Joseph  and  Jessie,  during  his  younger  days, 
but  finally  settled  in  the  farming  business. 
He  was  ranked  as  one  of  the  substantial  men 
of  the  town,  and  filled  various  town  offices. 
In  1850,  and  '51  he  was  elected  County  Sen- 
ator.   He  now  resides  at  Granville,  N.  Y. 

Learned,  Dr.  Eli,  rn.  Hepsy  Crouch,  an  I 
settled  at  the  Borough.  He  came  to  this 
town  a  young  man,  and  first  engaged  in  the 
profession  of  teaching,  in  which  he  stood 
very  high.  He  afterwards  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine,  which  he  continued 
here  until  his  death.  He  had  a  large  prac- 
tice and  died  about  twenty  years  since. 

Leggett,  Chas.,  came  here  in  1778,  wa3 
one  of  the  first  school  teachers  in  town.  He 
removed  to  Chester  N.  Y.  in  1S06. 

Lewis  Henry,  from  Nine  Partners,  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  on  "Dutch  Hill."  He 
was  of  Dutch  descent.  He  was  a  weaver  and 
butcher  by  trade,  and  was  a  great  worker. 
There  is  a  story  told  that  he  "moved  a  fam- 
ily, butchered  an  ox  and  spooled,  warped  and 
wove  thirty-three  yards  of  cloth  in  one 
day."  He  removed  to  the  northern  part  of 
N.  Y.  where  he  died. 

Lewis,  Peter,  was  another  of  the  early 
settlers  on  Dutch  Hill ;  a  number  of  years 
one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  town  ;  a 
representative  in  17S3,  '87,  '89.  He  with 
his  family  left  town  over  20  years  ago. 

Lillie,  Capt.  Elijah,  from  Windham, 
Ct.,  came  to  Tinmouth  in  17S6 ;  remained 
until  1S1G,  when  he  came  to  Danby,  and  set- 
tled in  the  N.  W.  part  of  the  township  where 
his  grand-on  Erwin  E.  now  lives.  His  farm 
lay  in  four  towns,  Pawlet,  Danby,  Tinmouth, 
and  Wells,  and  it  was  his  first  intention  to 
settle  on  that  part  of  his  farm  in  Pawlet, 
where  ho  commenced  the  erection  of  a  house, 
but  having  been  ordered  out  of  town,  as  was 
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cu>tomary  ia  those  days  be  concluded  to 
change  his  location.  He  was  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier  aud  drew  a  pension.  He  was 
among  those,  who  commenced  with  limited 
means.  He  was  a  courtly  gentleman  of  the 
old  school ;  possessed  of  a  good  mind,  prac- 
tical good  sense  and  good  habits,  he  secured 
the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He  held 
for  some  time  a  captain's  commission  in  the 
state  militia.  He  m.  Anna  Smith,  who  died 
in  1839,  aged  77.  He  died  in  1S44,  aged  87, 
leaving  one  son,  Boswell,  who  settled  in 
Tinrnouth. 

Lincoln,  James,  from  Dorset,  settled  quite 
early  at  the  Borough.  He  was  a  worker  in 
marble  here,  before  stone  saw-mills  were  built, 
and  was  the  first  of  whom  we  have  any 
knowledge,  to  hew  out  grave-stones.  His 
work  is  to  be  seen  in  nearly  all  the  ceme- 
teries in  town.  He  removed  West  many 
years  ago. 

Lincoln,  Elisha,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, settled  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
remained  a  few  years,  and  then  moved  to 
Dorset.  From  thence,  to  Rupert,  where  he 
was  killed  by  falling  from  a  bridge  in  1830, 
quite  advanced  in  years.  His  wife  died  in 
1841.  Their  children  were  John,  Sally,  Polly, 
Samuel,  Newall  and  Harvey. 

Lobdel,  Darius,  from  Nine  Partners,  set- 
tled here  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 
He  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town- 
ship, in  1763,  one  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  "  finish  laying  out  the  land"  in  the  first 
division,  in  1764  one  of  the  committee  to  lay 
out  a  highway  from  Bennington  to  Danby. 
He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  the  tirst 
who  settled  here,  of  whom  we  have  any 
knowledge.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  1784.  He  died  in  1796,  aged  67, 
leaving  three  sons:  Darius,  jr.,  John  and 
Jared. 

Lobdel,  Rev.  Jared,  was  the  founder-  of 
Methodism  in  Danby.  He  came  from  Nine 
Partners  with  his  father,  when  quite  young, 
and  worked  at  blacksmithing,  and  also  on 
the  farm.  About  the  year  1788,  he  married 
Miss  Betsey  Signor,  and  settled  on  "  Dutch 
Hill."  During  his  younger  days,  he  was 
somewhat  rough,  and  had  acquired  the  hab- 
it of  using  profane  language,  having  never 
been  the  subject  of  religious  impressions  ; 
walking  one  day  in  the  garden,  with  his  old- 
est daughter,  Sarah,  then  but  six  years  of 
age,  he  was  heard  to  use  a  profane  word. 


Looking  up  into  her  father's  face,  she  said 
"Papa,  is  it  not  wrong  to  swear?"  From 
that  time  forward,  the  father  was  a  changed 
man.  That  expression  coming  from  a  little 
child,  awakened  in  his  breast  emotions,  which 
finally  led  to  his  conversion.  Having  re- 
solved on  becoming  a  Christian,  he  was 
received  as  a  probationer  by  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  he  became  a  zealous,  consistent 
Christian.  Through  his  endeavors  a  society 
or  class  was  soon  organized.  He  now  began 
to  prepare  himself  for  the  Ministry,  and  in 
1794,  was  licensed  to  preach.  The  first 
Methodist  church  in  town,  was  built  about 
that  time,  chiefly  through  his  labors.  His 
efforts  were  attended  with  much  toil  and 
privation.  Prayer  meetings  were  established 
and  held  at  private  houses  ;  many  sought  and 
found  the  pearl  of  price.  In  1796,  he  preach- 
ed his  father's  funeral  sermon,  after  which  he 
began  to  receive  calls  from  adjoining  towns 
to  preach. 

About  that  time  also  the  far  famed  Loren- 
zo Dow  visited  this  town.  In  his  Journal  of 
Sep.  18th,  1797,  he  says,  "having  travelled 
on  foot  the  preceding  week,  about  90  miles, 
and  preached  nearly  twice  a  day,  I  thought 
that  something  broke  or  gave  away  in  my 
breast.  I  borrowed  a  horse,  and  proceeded 
from  Wells  to  Danby.  Whilst  preaching  in 
the  chapel,  my  strength  failed  and  I  gave 
over,  and  brother  Lobdel  concluded  the  meet- 
ing." He  was  carried  to  Mr.  Lobdel's  house, 
where  he  was  soon  confined  with  a  strong 
fever,  which  lasted  him  several  days.  As  it 
was  not  a  comfortable  place  for  sick  people, 
there  being  but  one  room  in  the  ho^se,  and 
several  children  in  the  family,  we  are  told 
that  a  bier  was  made,  upon  which  Dow  was 
carried  several  miles  to  another  house  more 
convenient. 

In  1798,  Mr.  L.  attended  the  New  England 
Conference,  for  the  first  time,  at  Granville, 
Mass.,  where  he  was  ordained  deacon  by 
Bishop  Asbury. 

He  was  never  appointed  on  any  circuit,  as 
we  can  learn,  but  remained  while  here,  a 
local  preacher.  He  entered  upon  the  sacred 
olfice,  without  a  classical  education  ;  but  his 
strong  native  sense  made  amends  in  a  great 
measure.  From  a  strong  tendency  to  doc- 
trinal discussions,  he  became  very  familiar 
with  the  views  of  theologians,  and  was  an 
instructive  preacher  ;  moreover  he  considered 
it  his  duty  to  know  tiie  religious  condition 
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of  every  person  in  hid  parish,  an  1  to  give 
them  such  instructions  as  they  might  need. 

His  church  in  1800,  numbered  about  70; 
several  interesting  revivals  had  taken  place. 
He  never  joined  the  itinerant  ranks,  as  his 
talent  found  ample  room  for  exercise  at  home, 
and  abundant  stimulus  to  call  it  forth,  ilis 
discourses  were  characterized  rather  by  bril- 
liancy than  depth  of  thought,  and  the  tenaci- 
ty of  memory  and  the  fluency  of  speech  were 
alike  remarkable.  His  delivery  was  ardent, 
and  the  tones  of  his  voice  pleasing.  Many 
years  have  passed  away  since  the  period  of 
his  ministry  here,  and  yet  I  find  some  who 
still  retain  a  vivid  recollection  of  portions  of 
his  sermons,  and  the  effects  produced  upon 
the  congregation  by  them. 

The  Brandon  circuit  was  formed  aoout  this 
time,  and  from  1.801,  there  was  circuit  preach- 
ing here. 

Mr.  L.  however,  continued  his  labors  here 
until  1832,  when  he  removed  to  Plattsburg, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  We  learn  that  during  the  latter  part 
of  his  life,  he  disagreed  with  the  established 
doctrines,  or  discipline  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  finally  withdrew,  and  be- 
came an  independent  preacher,  denominating 
himself  a  Christian  or  a  preacher  of  the  gos- 
pel. Upon  what  point  he  differed  with  the 
church,  in  which  he  had  labored  so  long,  we 
are  not  informed  but  there  was  some  portion 
of  the  discipline  which  he  could  not  conscien- 
tiously subscribe  to.  He  was  a  genuine  spec- 
imen of  an  old  fashioned  Methodist  preacher, 
being  influential  and  useful  in  his  day,  but  to 
subsequent  changes  he  never  adapted  himself. 
We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  give  but  a 
scanty  record.  Scenes  of  great  interest  in 
connection  with  the  early  struggles  of  Metho- 
dism, in  which  he  was  an  actor,  must  have 
occurred,  but  it  is  already  too  late  to  gather 
them. 

As  a  citizen,  he  was  highly  respected,  his 
social  qualities  being  of  a  high  order.  Of  his 
character  as  a  friend,  it  will  suffice  to  say, 
that  when  his  friendships  were  formed,  they 
were  generous  and  enduring.  In  the  man- 
agement of  town  affairs,  his  name  often  ap- 
pears, and  he  leaves  a  good  record  behind,  as 
having  faithfully  discharged  his  duties  in  all 
the  relations  of  life.  He  died  peacefully 
Aug.  23,  1816,  at  the  age  of  79.  She  who 
had  been  ;i  devoted  wife,  aud  sharer  in  all 
his  trials,  died  Nov.  8,  1853,  aged  90.  Their 


children  were:  Sarah,  Cata,  Anna,  Eunice, 
Mary,  Betsey,  and  Jared  jr.  Jared,  jr.,  m. 
Huldah,  da.  of  Daniel  Parris,  and  settled  on 
"  Dutch  Hill,"  where  he  resided  a  few  years. 
He  removed  to  the  west  part  of  Pawlet,  thence 
to  Peru,  N.  Y,.  and  from  there  to  Saranac, 
where  he  died.  His  widow  is  still  living  at 
the  age  of  37,  having  wove  since  the  15th  of 
June,  1368,  61  yards  of  cloth.  They  raised 
15  children. 

Locke,  Lieut.  Abraham,  the  oldest  ances- 
ter  of  the  Locice  family  who  came  to  this 
town,  was  born  at  Acton,  Mass.,  June  3, 
1752,  and  in  1775  married  his  cousin,  Han- 
nah, da.  of  Francis  Locke.  From  a  geneo- 
logical  and  historical  record  of  the  Lockes, 
written  by  John  G.  Locke,  a  member  of  the 
N.  E.  Historic  Geneological  Society,  we  learn 
that  Lieut.  Abraaam  Locke,  was  a  son  of  Dr. 
Daniel  Locke,  wao  resiled  at  Acton,  and 
Warren,  Me  ,  and  of  the  fifth  generation  in 
descent  from  William  Locke  of  Woburn.Mass., 
who  is  the  earliest  known  ancestor  of  the 
Lockes  in  America.    (Dr.  Daniel  Locke  was 

twice  married;  his  first  Wife  was  Mary   , 

who  died  at  x\cton,  July  2,  1756.  Tnere  was 
a  tradition,  that  she  was  from  Scotland,  and 
allied  to  a  noble  family,  that  her  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  probably  Stewart, 
was  the  widow  of  a  Mr.  Miles,  and  came  to 
America  with  this  daughter,  and  a  son,  John. 
That  the  mother's  dress,  jewelry  and  general 
appearance  indicate  1  that  she  was  of  more 
than  common  rank.  After  some  years,  she 
visited  Scotland,  returned  again  to  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  second  time,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  recovering  property  she  had  abroad, 
sailed  from  Boston  for  Scotland,  and  after 
that  was  never  heard  from,  and  is  supposed 
to  have  been  lost  at  sea.  From  ttie  history 
of  Warren,  Me.,  the  following  account  is 
taken:  "Dr.  Daniel  Locke  came  to  Warren 
th  s  year,  (1763)  from  Acton,  Mass.,  with  two 
children,  and  marrying  the  widow  of  Hugh 
Scott,  established  himself  on  the  farm  owned 
by  his  wife.  He  was  skillful  in  the  treat- 
ment of  sores,  letting  blood,  extracting  teeth, 
and  in  relieving  such  complaints  as  readily 
yielded  to  roots  and  herbs.  It  is  said,  also, 
that  ho  laid  claim  to  some  knowledge  in  as- 
trology. He  was  a  prudent,  respectable  man. 
Dr.  Locke  died  at  Warren,  then  St.  George, 
in  1774,  leaving  his  property  to  his  son 
Abraham.) 

At  the  death  of  his  father,  Abraham,  in 
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company  with  two  other  men,  erected  a  mill, 
but  soon  after  he  sold  the  property  left  him 
by  bis  father,  and  removed  to  Cambridge, 
M  iss.  He  resided  in  Lynn  in  1778,  and  pur- 
chased land  there;  in  Mason,  N.  II.,  17S1  ; 
in  Chester,  Vt.,  in  1790,  in  Rockingham,  1793, 
where  he  resided  until  about  16  L5,  when  he 
came  to  Dauby,  and  settled  near  the  Eorough. 
He  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  had 
a  Lieutenant's  commission.  He  acquired  a 
handsome  property,  which  he  lost  by  the  de- 
preciation of  continental  money.  He  died 
Feb.  28,  1820,  aged  67  years  and  6  months 
His  wife  died  Mar.  12,  1516,  aged  61.  Their 
children  were  Abraham,  Daniel.  James,  Betsey, 
Isaac  M.,  John  M.,  and  William  S.  William  8. 
was  a  physician.  He  studied  his  profession 
with  his  brother,  Dr.  Abraham,  at  Danby. 
He  m.  Julia  Bucklin  of  Wallingtord,  and  re- 
sided at  Moriah  and  Crown  Point.  They 
raised  a  family  of  several  children.  Edwin  0, 
their  son  is  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  was 
elected  District  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  N.  Y.  in  1849.  He  resided  at  Little 
Valley. 

Locke,  Dr.  Abraham,  born  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  1777.  m.  Betsey,  da.  of  Dr.  Adam 
Johnston,  Dec.  3,  1801,  and  settled  on  the 
farm  now  belonging  to  G.  J.  Locke's  estate 
Being  of  poor  health,  when  a  boy,  he  was 
confined  to  the  house,  and  thereby  acquired  a 
taste  for  reading,  and,  having  a  capacity  for 
learning,  he  became  a  well  educated  man,  for 
one  of  those  time-.  At  the  age  of  fifty,  he 
obtained  a  pretty  good  knowledge  of  the 
Greek  language,  without  any  assistance  ex- 
cept what  he  derived  from  books.  He  stud- 
ied his  profession  with  Dr.  Campbell  of 
Rockingham,  Vt.,  and  first  settled  in  Dorset. 
He  soon  became  acquainted  with  Dr.  John- 
ston, who,  when  his  health  began  to  fail  him, 
hired  Dr.  Locke  to  practice  medicine  in  Dan- 
by, and  was  soon  after  married.  He  was  a 
prominent  physician  here  for  over  40  years, 
and  personally  highly  respected.  In  his 
U3ual  deportment,  lie  was  moderately  sedate, 
though  with  a  vein  of  quiet  humor  running 
through  his  social  character.  Dr.  Locke  had 
an  extensive  practice,  as  long  as  he  was  able 
to  ride,  and  this  he  continued  until  within  a 
few  weeks  of  his  death,  June  4,  1844,  result- 
ing from  an  attack  of  paralysis.  His  wife 
dt^d  L84i>  aged  68.  Their  children  are  Galen 
J  ;  Rebecca  G  ,  Hannah  L.,  and  Sophia  O. 

Locke,  Dr.  Galen  J.  was  born  Oct.  2, 


1806.  He  graduated  at  Castleton  Medical 
College,  in  1835  ;  greatly  devoted  to  hi3  pro- 
fession, he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the  med- 
ical and  surgical  science,  and  maintained 
through  life  the  reputation  of  a  good  physi- 
cian. About  the  year  1840,  he  went  into 
mercantile  business,  at  the  Corners,  with  Ira 
Bromly,  but  did  not  continue  long.  Being  a 
man  of  talent  and  culture  he  was  called  upon 
to  fill  many  stations  of  honor  and  trust.  He 
was  a  member  of  two  State  conventions  to 
amend  the  constitution  ;  of  the  Legislature 
one  year  ;  town  clerk  17  years  ;  lister  one  ; 
several  years  town  agent,  and  for  many  year3 
a  ju-tiee  of  the  pea  e.  In  all,  he  discharged 
his  duties  to  universal  acceptance.  Bonds 
were  not  required  of  him  but  two  years,  and 
as  a  business  man  he  had  few  equals  ;  in  the 
arrangement  of  his  books  and  papers,  perfect 
regularity  prevailed.  He  was  an  ardent  lover 
and  promoter  of  knowledge,  and  every  useful 
improvement ;  familiar  with  all  the  popular 
subjects  of  the  day,  a  ready  writer,  debater, 
and  good  conversationalist.  Having  been  an 
active  justice  of  the  peace,  for  many  years, 
his  knowledge  of  the  law  was  quite  extensive, 
and  his  counsel  was  often  sought.  He  was 
also  considered  a  safe  adviser  in  matters  of 
every  day  life.  Although  not  a  man  of  pro- 
fessed pieiy,  he  was  always  attendant  upon 
divine  service,  when  circumstances  permit- 
ted, and  contributed  liberally  towards  the 
support  of  the  gospel.  He  was  well  versed  in 
all  the  political  affairs  of  his  day,  a  warm  sup- 
porter of  our  free  institutions,  and  a  hater  of 
oppression.  He  was  also  an  earnest  temper- 
ance advocate,  and  in  his  profession,  few 
have  been  more  admired.  He  died  in  1866, 
being  nearly  60  years  of  age,  having  prac- 
ticed medicine  for  30  years.  He  was  town 
clerk  and  treasurer  and  a  justice  of  the  peace 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mc Daniels,  James,  was  born  at  Dover, 
Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  June  27,  17&0.  His 
father,  Thomas  McDaniels,  emigrated  to  this 
country  just  before  the  Revolution,  came  to 
Danby  and  married  Ruth,  da.  of  Christopher 
Bull,  and  soon  after  removed  to  Dover,  Dutch- 
ess Co.,  N.  Y.  He,  being  a  man  of  letters, 
taught  school  until  he  was  seized  by  the  Brit- 
ish soldiers,  one  day,  while  in  school,  taken 
to  New  York,  and  was  sent  to  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  since  which  time  no  tidings  were  ever 
heard  from  him.  At  the  time  his  father  was 
taken  off  by  the  British  soldiers,  James  was 
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in  the  school  room,  and  well  remembered  the 
soldiers'  coming  in  and  taking  his  father 
away :  this  was  all  he  ever  could  remember 
of  his  father.  The  family  were  left  penniless, 
and  James  was  cared  for  by  his  uncles.  When 
at  the  age  of  nine,  his  mother  traveled  on  foot 
back  to  Danby ;  taking  him  with  her,  and 
went  to  live  upon  "  Dutch  Hill"  where  her 
parents  then  resided,  and  wa3  supported  by 
them.  She  afterwards  married  Dennis  Can- 
field.  Here  James  lived  during  several  years 
of  his  boyhood,  working  out  by  the  day  at 
farm-labor,  for  Abel  Horton  and  others,  re- 
ceiving but  ten  cents  per  day,  but  always 
saving  what  he  earned,  At  other  times  he 
would  peddle ;  on  training  days  and  other 
public  occasions,  a  basket  of  ginger-bread 
made  by  hi3  mother.  He  obtained  a  good 
education  for  those  days,  and  taught  school 
winters.  He  wished  to  be  employed  about 
something  all  the  while.  When  quite  young 
he  took  two  jobs  of  clearing  land,  and  laid 
many  rod3  of  stone-wall.  He  labored  at 
farm- work  for  many  of  the  farmers  in  Danby, 
until  about  17  years  of  age,  when  he  was 
employed  as  clerk  in  a  store  by  Henry  Frost, 
for  $1(30  per  year.  Here  he  remained  about 
2  years,  in  connection  with  which  he  labored 
upon  the  farm  which  Frost  owned,  and  also 
at  making  potash.  After  that  he  was  em- 
ployed by  Daniel  Folger,  who  had  a  store, 
and  manufactured  potash,  near  Barrett's  fac- 
tory. James  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  store 
and  potash,  and  here  learned  hi3  first  lessons 
in  the  business,  which  in  after  life  distin- 
guished him  as  one  of  the  most  successful 
merchants  of  his  day.  Folger  was  a  man 
highly  respected  and  considered  honest  in  his 
dealings,  but  was  very  careless  in  keeping 
his  books.  People  would  bring  him  cheese, 
butter,  grain,  &c,  and  take  their  pay  in 
goods,  but  when  he  came  to  settle  with  them, 
they  still  made  up  accounts  of  things,  he  had 
had  of  thern,  when  they  had  received  their 
pay.  James  told  Folger  that  this  was  not  the 
correct  way  of  doing  business,  and  soon  es- 
tablished a  regular  system  of  debt  and  credit 
with  each  person.  Although  young  he  pos- 
sessed a  mind  of  his  own,  and  well  knew  how 
business  ought  to  be  done,  so  that  he  soon 
gained  the  confidence  of  the  community.  He 
was  considered  competent  for  any  kind  of 
business,  and  reliable  for  anything  he  under- 
took. In  1800,  he  took  a  journey  to  upper 
Canada,  and  remained  there  about  three 


months,  when  he  came  back  to  Danby,  a-:  I 
labored  on  a  farm  by  the  job  and  by  th  i 
month.  When  about  19  he  wa3  employed 
again  as  clerk  for  Elisha  Tryon,  with  whom 
he  remained  several  months.  In  I  SOI,  Try- 
on  proposed  to  sell  MoDaniels  a  store  of 
goods  at  the  Corners,  on  time,  and  receive  in 
payment  such  things  as  he  received  for  goods, 
— butter,  cheese,  grain,  &c,  which  was  ac- 
cepted. Tryon  was  also,  in  the  bargain,  tc 
purchase  goods  in  New  York  for  him  3  years, 
and  take  his  pay  in  produce.  They  then 
made  out  a  bill  of  the  goods,  amounting  t:> 
about  $1600,  and  Mc  Daniels  took  possession 
of  the  same,  giving  no  security  whatever,  to 
Tryon,  as  he  was  not  of  age.  The  first  time 
Mc  Daniels  went  to  market,  he  made  out 
a  bill  of  such  articles  a3  he  wanted  to  re- 
plenish his  old  stock,  and  Tryon  went  with 
him,  introduced  him  to  ail  his  friends  and 
customers,  purchased  ;be  goods  on  his  own  ac- 
count, and  charged  the  same  to  Mc  Daniels. 
In  a  short  time  Mc  Daniels'  credit  became 
good  in  New  York,  so  that  he  was  able  to  pur- 
chase his  own  goods,  and  by  request  Tryon 
was  released  from  further  assistance  in  pur- 
chasing goods.  After  Mc  Daniels  became  of 
age,  he  gave  Tryon  his  notes,  on  such  time  as 
he  stated  for  himself,  and  in  less  than  2  year3 
Tryon  was  paid  up  in  full.  This  contract  was 
a  very  successful  one  for  Mc  Daniels.  In 
about  2  years  from  the  first  purchase  of  goods 
Elisha  Tryon  had  set  up  William  &  Abel 
Ilaskins  in  the  mercantile  business,  in  a  store 
north  of  the  Corners,  but  they  were  not  suc- 
cessful in  the  business,  and  often  called  upon 
Tryon  to  assist  them.  In  the  fall  of  that  year, 
Tryon  came  one  night  about  9  o'clock  to  the 
store  of  Mc  Daniels,  and  asked  him  if  he 
would  purchase  the  store-  of  goods  occupied 
by  William  &  Abel  Haskins,  saying  that  they 
"  would  ruin  him  and  themselves  too,"  unless 
something  was  dono  immediately.  McDan- 
iels  replied  that  he  would  think  the  matter 
over,  and  let  him  know  in>  a  few  days.  Try- 
on  would  not  take  that  for  au  answer,  and 
made  Mc  Daniels  promise  to  go- up  that  night, 
and  look  the  store  and  goods  over,  and  see  if 
I  they  could  trade.  Agreeable  to  his  promise, 
I  Mc  Daniels  went  up  that  night,  examined  the 
goods  and  finally  purchased  them.  With  the 
assistance  of  Jared  Lobdel,  who  was  some- 
what acquainted  with  the  business,  the  goods 
were  inventoried  in  a  few  hours  time;  sev- 
eral ox-teams  were  ready  at  the  door  to  carry 
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the  goods,  and  before  sunrise  the  next  morn- 
ing, the  entire  stock  of  goods  was  removed  to 
Mc  Daniels'  store,  at  the  Corners.  Jared  Lob- 
del,  who  was  a  great  friend  of  Mc  Daniels, 
soon  after  this  removed  to  Plattsburg,  N.  Y., 
bat  made  it  a  practice  to  come  to  Danby 
once  a  year  to  see  bis  children  and  friends. 
Mc  Daniels  made  it  his  custom,  on  each  of 
these  visits,  to  present  Mr.  Lobdel  with  $15, 
and  on  being  asked  by  his  son  Thomas  why 
he  did  this,  replied  that  Lobdel  helped  him 
when  a  boy,  and  his  expanses  were  about  that 
sum,  and  this  was  followed  up  to  the  last. 
After  this  Elisha  Tryon  embarked  in  other 
matters,  where  he  lost  his  money,  and  became 
poor,  but  Mc  Daniels  never  forgot  hirn  for 
past  favors,  and  paid  for  a  house  and  home 
for  him  in  Manchester,  which  he  occupied 
during  his  life.  Mc  Daniels  traded  on  his 
own  account  for  about  3  years,  when  he  went 
into  company  with  Jonathan  Seley,  with 
whom  he  remained  some  time,  and  then  sold 
out  store  and  goods  to  Daniel  Folger  He 
had  to  purchase  the  books,  notes  and  accounts, 
settle  the  same  and  pay  Ahe  demands  of  the 
firm,  which  took  him  some  2  years,  during 
which  time  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Easton, 
N.  Y.,  and  also  went  into  trade  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  to  which  place  he  removed.  His  wife 
not  being  pleased  with  the  city  of  Albany, 
He  returned  back  to  Danby.  Soon  after  his 
return  in  1S09,  he  purchased  back  the  old 
store  and  goods  of  Daniel  Folger,  and  went 
into  trade  again.  This  was  in  the  embargo 
times,  and  the  prospect  was  dark  and  gloomy 
for  all  men  who  were  in  trade.  In  1S05,  Seley 
and  Mc  Daniels  also  had  a  store  of  goods  in 
Whiting,  Vt.  Their  partner  in  the  business 
was  Ephraim  Seley,  who  conducted  the  busi- 
ness in  Whiting  for  about  3  years.  They 
then  sold  out,  Mc  Daniels  taking  a  portion 
of  the  goods  himself,  and  purchasing  all  the 
demands  of  the  firm,  which  he  had  to  collect 
and  settle  up  the  co-partnership.  In  con- 
nection with  this  he  owned  another  store  at 
the  Borough,  making  three  stores  he  was  in- 
terested in  at  one  time. 

In  1812,  when  the  government  declared 
war  against  England,  goods  were  very  high, 
and  as  none  could  be  imported,  kept  rising, 
There  was  also  a  great  deal  of  paper  money 
in  circulation  which  people  were  afraid  to 
take  and  keep.  Mc  Daniels  then  Wunt  to 
work,  look  all  the  paper  inonoy  he  could  get, 
and  paid  up  his  debts  in  market.   As  he  was 


flooded  with  paper  money  from  all  quarters, 
he  commenced  loaning  money,  and  carriel 
on  his  store  successfully,  together  with  other 
speculations  which  were  always  sure  an  i  cer- 
tain. He  was  not  in  the  habit  of  purchasing 
many  beef  cattle,  but  in  his  business  days,  ha 
would  write  to  his  friends  to  purchase  200  or 
300  barrels  of  beef  and  pork  in  Albany  an  i 
Troy,  and  also  several  hundred  barrels  of 
flour,  and  keep  the  same  for  a  rise  in  market, 
upon  which  he  would  many  times  make  a 
large  profit.  Mr.  Mc  Daniels  doubtless  had 
as  good  a  set  of  customers  in  Danby  ani  froaa 
neighboring  towns  as  any  man  who  ever 
did  business.  Most  of  them  were  wealthy, 
and  many  of  his  customers  dealt  hrcreiy  :a 
horses,  cattle  and  produce.  Some  3:  them, 
purchased  land  and  often  times  gave  their 
notes  to  other  people,  which  Mc  Daniels 
would  buy  up,  and  became  distinguished  as  a 
broker.  If  any  one  wished  to  loan  or  bor- 
row money,  they  were  directed  to  go  to  Mo- 
Daniels.  In  1316,  he  sold  his  store  at  the 
Borough  to  Andrew  Eddy,  who  did  not  re- 
main in  trade  long. 

He  was  married  Aug.  11th,  1803,  to  Sally, 
da.  of  John  Harrington.  He  continue!  the 
mercantile  business  until  Mar.  2S,  152?.  with 
the  exception  of  the  year  1804  or  5  that  he 
was  in  Albany  in  trade;  making  about  3D 
years  that  he  was  in  trade  in  Danby,  an  J 
he  amassed  the  most  ample  fortune  er^r  ac- 
cumulated in  town.  His  style  of  living  an  I 
furniture  was  very  plain,  and  he  was  stylri 
the  "  Checkered  Merchant,"  which  was  de- 
rived from  his  wearing  a  suit  of  cheap  check- 
ed cloth.  He  began  business  when  merchants 
relied  upon  themselves.  He  made  distines 
contracts,  which  he  was  very  exact  in  keep- 
ing, and  which  he  adhered  to,  with  indexible 
purpose.  Honorable  in  trade,  prompt,  reli- 
able and  firm,  he  was  decided  in  his  business. 
He  took  an  active  part  in  political  matters, 
and  was  honored  with  many  of  the  town 
offices  ;  was  lister  11  years,  justice  of  the 
peace  seven,  representative  four,  besides  be- 
ing once  or  twice  elected  to  the  Consti ra- 
tional Convention,  to  revise  the  Constitution 
of  the  State.  He  was  also  in  the  State  Mili- 
tia, and  was  captain  of  a  company  o:  troop- 
ers for  several  years. 

In  1826,  he  had  a  fever  and  innama:;  n  in 
his  eyes,  at  which  time  he  lost  the  vision  or 
sight  of  one;  the  other  continued  good,  he 
doing  his  own  business  until  about  the  year 
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1837,  when  sight  gradually  disappeared,  af- 
ter which  time  he  was  unable  to  do  business 
himself.  His  general  health,  however,  con- 
tinued good,  so  that  he  could  travel  about  the 
country  with  assistance.  He  was  a  man  of 
extensive  acquaintance,  his  business  having 
been  very  extensive.  His  wife  died  in  1837, 
aged  52.  He  removed  to  Granville,  N.  Y., 
with  hia  son  Isaac,  and  from  thence  to  Rut- 
land, where  he  died  of  palsy,  Apr.  19,  1859, 
aged  78.  The  day  previous  to  his  death  he 
arose  as  well  as  usual,  ate  a  hearty  break- 
fast and  walked  out  doors  several  times. 
While  conversing  about  business  matters,  in 
the  office  of  his  son  Isaac,  about  11  o'clock  A. 
M.,  he  commenced  rubbing  his  hand  and  re- 
marking that  his  hand  and  arm  were  asleep. 
His  son  Thomas  who  was  on  a  visit  to  his 
brother's,  also  rubbed  his  hand  and  arm. 
Other  applications  were  applied  but  in  less 
than  two  hours  he  lost  completely  the  use  of 
his  left  side,  but  had  his  senses  until  near  his 
end,  and  could  answer  questions  asked  him. 
He  died  on  the  19th.  His  funeral  was  at- 
tended at  Danby,  sermon  by  Rev.  Leland 
Howard,  from  1  Peter  1  :  24,  25.  His  will 
was  made  a  number  of  years  previous  to  his 
death,  Dr.  Harris  Otis  being  appointed  execu- 
tor. This  will  has  been  contested  by  his  sons 
for  the  past  10  years,  in  the  county  and  su- 
preme courts,  involving  a  long  and  expensive 
litigation.  There  were  but  three  children  : 
Thomas,  Isaac  and  Nancy. 

Mc  Daniels,  Thomas,  was  b.  Oct.  15, 1806, 
settled  here  with  his  father  in  the  mercantile 
business.  After  his  father  became  blind, 
Thomas  had  almost  the  entire  charge  of  the 
business,  which  required  considerable  ability. 
In  1828,  he  purchased  of  his  father  his  store 
of  goods,  and  went  into  trade  on  his  own 
account,  which  he  continued  until  1831.  In 
the  fall  of  that  year  he  sold  out  to  T.  Dun  ton 
&  Co  ,  and  went  to  New  York  to  live.  In 
1832,  his  father  sent  for  him  to  return  to 
Danby  to  do  his  business  He  finally,  at  the 
earnest  solicitations  of  his  father,  purchased 
a  large  stock  of  goods,  came  back  to  Danby 
and  went  into  trade  in  the  old  store.  He  re- 
mained here  in  trade  until  183S,  when  here- 
moved  to  Bennington,  Vt.,  where  he  still 
resides,  having  betn  successful  in  accumulat- 
ing a  large  fortune.  He  was  married  in  L839, 
to  Erin  M.  Pratt.  He  is  a  Democrat,  has 
been  a  justice  of  the  peace;  notary  public; 
a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  ; 


and  in  1832  was  elected  Senator  from  I>q. 
nington  County. 

Mc  Daniels,  Gen.  Isaac,  born  in  Danbv, 
June  15,  1813,  commenced  in  the  mercantile 
business,  as  his  father's  clerk.  Having  in- 
herited those  traits  of  character  which  so  | ,-. 
tinguished  his  lather  in  the  same  profession, 
he  accumulated  a  large  fortune.  His  early 
literary  advantages  were  but  moderate,  but 
while  young,  he  formed  a  habit  of  reading 
and  study,  which  he  kept  up  through  life,  and 
had  a  mind  well  stored  with  general  informa- 
tion. He  possessed  groat  prudence,  and  what 
contributed  perhaps  most  to  his  success  ia 
life,  was  facility  and  accuracy  in  the  trans- 
action of  business.  In  1832,  he  went  into 
trade  in  company  with  his  brother  Thomas, 
the  firm  being  known  as  T.  &  I.  Mc  Daniels, 
which  continued  until  1838.  Ezra  Andrus 
was  also  associated  with  him  in  trade  for  a 
short  time.  He  soon  after  this  sold  out  his 
stock  of  goods  to  Joel  M.  Rogers,  who  carried 
on  the  business  for  several  years.  Isaac  re- 
mained here  until  1317,  when  he  removed  to 
Granville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  resided  until  1852, 
when  he  removed  to  Rutland.  In  I860,  ha 
was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Rutland,  which 
office  he  held  one  year.  He  was  many  years 
connected  with  the  State  Militia.  In  1839, 
appointed  captain,  which  commission  he  held 
several  years.  From  that  he  received  the 
appointment  of  colonel,  afterwards,  b.igadier- 
general,  and  finally  rose  to  major-general. 
He  was  a  life-long  democrat,  and  one  of  its 
most  active  and  leading  members,  always  a 
delegate  to  the  democratic  conventions,  hav- 
ing been  a  member  of  one  national  conven- 
tion, and  once  or  twice  received  the  nomina- 
tion for  Governor  of  the  State.  Places  of 
trust  and  responsibility  were  often  accorded 
him,  while  a  resident  of  Danby.  He  was  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  3  years  and  a  representative 
one.  He  was  married  in  LS44,  to  Lucy,  da. 
of  Ashbel  Hurlbut  of  Pawlet.  She  was  a 
graduate  of  Troy  Female  Seminary,  and  one 
of  the  first  principals  of  the  Troy  Conference 
Academy  at  Poultney.  She  was  drowned  at 
the  burning  of  the  Henry  Clay  Steamer,  near 
Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  in  1812,  aged  38.  They 
were  on  their  way  from  Troy  to  New  York, 
together  with  their  daughter  Mary,  then 
about  7  years  of  age,  who  was  saved  by  her 
father  who  swam  with  her  to  the  shore,  lie 
was  again  married  in  1859,  to  the  widow 
Mary  J.  Eastman  of  Rupert.    He  died  Aug. 
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3  1^07,  aged  55.  Mr.  Mc  Daniels  wa3  pos- 
^-.*e<l  of  good  conversational  powers,  and  a 
jamd  and  heart  sparkling  with  good  humor 
»:i  i  kind  feeling*.  His  word  was  as  good  as 
bia  bond,  and  in  all  things  pertaining  to  so- 
cial, moral  and  religious  improvement,  he 
was  foremost,  as  well  as  one  of  our  most  sub- 
stantial men.  To  Danby,  his  native  town, 
where  most  of  his  fortune  was  made,  where 
34  out  of  55  years  of  his  life  were  passed  ; 
where  he  received  the  highest  honors  of  office 
that  the  town  could  bestow,  he  gave  in  1865, 
the  generous  sum  of  $10,000,  the  interest  of 
which  is  divided  annually  among  the  school- 
districts,  for  the  support  of  common  schools. 
For  generations  to  come,  the  name  of  Isaac 
Mc  Daniels  will  be  associated  with  the  town. 
His  remains  repose  in  Rutland.  By  his  first 
wife  he  raised  two  children ;  James  and 
Mary.  By  his  last  wife  he  raised  three  : 
Caasa,  Minnie  and  Pauline.  Mary  in.  Aaron 
Putnam,  a  merchant  of  Fredonia,  N.  Y. 

Moody,  Gideon,  was  many  years  a  resi- 
dent of  this  town.  He  was  a  Revolutionary 
patriot,  and  a  great  musician,  having  served 
as  drum- major  through  the  whole  of  the  war, 
and  also  that  of  1812,  and  drew  a  pension. 
He  was  quite  young  when  he  entered  the 
service;  He  lived  here  until  his  death, 
which  occured  in  1849,  aged  about  80.  He 
■was  about  the  last  one  of  the  patriots  of  the 
Revolution,  who  died  in  this  town.  He  had 
a  retentive  memory,  which  enabled  him,  dur- 
ing the  last  years  of  his  life  to  remember  the 
events  of  the  war,  with  distinctness,  which 
he  took  great  pride  in  relating.  In  all  that 
was  grotesque,  and  droll,  he  stood  pre-emi- 
nent, being  shrewd  and  cunning  in  many  of 
his  remarks.  He  was  an  eccentric  man,  and 
very  irregular  in  all  his  ways.  Training 
days,  however,  were  those  of  his  most  espe- 
cial glory,  and  he  shone  most  to  his  satisfac- 
tion, as  with  his  drum  and  in  his  military 
suit,  he  paraded  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
company.  No  military  officer  could  strut 
more,  or  felt  prouder  of  his  position,  It  was 
his  custom  on  other  days,  to  parade  himself 
in  the  streets  with  his  drum,  or  march  a- 
round  the  liberty  pole,  at  the  music  of  his 
drum.  In  person,  he  was  tall  and  spare, 
courteous  and  gentlemanly  in  his  address, 
very  energetic  and  active  in  all  his  move- 
ments, and  long  it  will  be  ere  the  spare  fig- 
ure or  queer  sayings  of  Gideon  Moody,  fade 
from  the  memory  of  the  inhabitants  of  his 


day.  His  wife's  name  was  Polly  Hathaway. 
Of  his  children  were  John,  Amasa,  Sally, 
Seymor  and  Mary  Ann.  John  settled  in  Ar- 
lington and  Arnasa  in  Windham. 

Mott,  Lieut.  John,  was  another  patriot  of 
the  Revolution,  and  settled  here  soon  after 
the  war.  He  was  a  man  of  ability  and  in- 
telligence, was  a  selectman  2  years  and  occu- 
pied other  public  positions.  He  was  for 
many  years  one  of  the  deacons  and  main  pil- 
lars of  the  Baptist  church.  He  removed,  we 
are  not  informed  to  what  place. 

Mulford,  Dr.  Augustus,  from  Walling- 
ford,  settled  at  the  Borough,  in  the  practue 
of  his  profession.  He  was  a  good  physician. 
He  also  kept  tavern  there  for  several  years, 
and  built  the  one  now  standing.  He  was 
twice  m.,  first  to  Fannie  Fox,  and  next  to 
Nellie,  sister  of  his  former  wife.  He  removed 
to  Granville,  N.  Y. 

Nichols,  Thom\s,  Sen.,  from  Greenwich, 
R.  I.,  in  1730,  settled  with  his  son  Anthony. 
He  isthe  earliest  known  ancestor  of  the  fam- 
ily, who  came  to  this  town.  He  was  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  three  brothers,  who  emi- 
grated from  Wales,  during  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island.  Ono 
of  these  brothers  is  said  to  have  been  very 
wealthy,  and  subsequently  went  to  one  of 
the  West  India  Islands,  where  he  died,  leav- 
ing no  heir3.  Several  attempts  have  been 
made,  by  other  branches  of  the  family,  to  es- 
tablish a  claim,  and  recover  this  property, 
but  thus  far  have  proved  unsuccessful.  The 
descendants  of  Thomas  Nichols  have  been 
numerous  and  worthy  ;  many  of  them  still 
remain  here  while  others  are  scattered  in 
different  parts  of  this  State  and  other  States. 
He  died  in  1798,  quite  advanced  in  years, 
leaving  three  sons  and  one  daughter  :  An- 
thony, Charles,  James  and  Hannah. 

Nichols,  Anthony,  born  at  East  Green- 
wich, R.  I.  came  here  in  1778,  two  years 
previous  to  his  father,  and  settled  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  his  son  Isaac.  He  first 
settled  in  Clarendon,  Vt.,  in  1776,  to  which 
place  ho  brought  his  family  and  effects  in  an 
ox-cart.  His  entire  capital  was  $75,  in  c  >n- 
tinental  money.  With  this  amount  he  could 
purchase  75  lbs,  of  pork,  or  a  brass-kettle. 
Giving  his  wife  the  privilege  of  choosing 
which  she  would  have,  she  decided  to  take 
the  kettle  which  was  brought  hero  with 
them.  He  introduced  about  the  first  stove 
in  town,  known  as  the  "Abbot  Stove."  He 
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was  a  cabinet-maker  and  worked  considera- 
ble at  that  trade.  As  land  was  cheap  at  that 
time,  especially  in  "  Skunks  Misery,"  as  the 
valley  along  Otter  Creek  was  then  called,  he 
soon  became  enabled  to  possess  a  farm.  To 
him  belongs  the  honor  of  giving  name  to  the 
Borough.  Mr.  Nichols  was  a  Quaker,  and 
one  of  the  oldest,  as  well  as  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  influential  members  of  the  society, 
m  connection  with  which  his  name  is  often 
mentioned.  He  presents  one  of  the  many  in- 
stances of  what  industry,  economy  and  pa- 
tience accomplished  during  the  primitive 
days  of  the  town.  He  wis  twice  married  his 
first  wife  being  Alice  Greene,  a  cousin  of  Gen- 
eral Greene,  of  Revolutionary  fame  ;  his  next 
Ann  Wood,  who  died  in  1816.  He  died  in 
1822,  aged  71.  His  long  residence  here  was 
characterized  by  honest  frugality  and  Chris- 
tian benovolence,  and  he  was  endeared  to 
all  who  knew  him. 

Nichols,  Charles,  came  with  his  brother. 
Anthony,  from  Rhode  Island,  and  settled  at 
Scottsville,  where  his  grandson  Charles,  now 
lives.  He  was  the  first  settler  in  that  vicini- 
ty. He  was  an  upright  and  amiable  citizen. 
He  died  in  1821,  aged  69,— children  :  Thom- 
as, Hannah,  Alice,  Joshua,  Jacob,  Charles, 
Mercy,  Mary  and  Freelove. 

Nichols,  Isaac,  born  1791,  m.  Abigail, 
Barrett,  and  succeeded  to  his  father's  home- 
stead. He  has  been  a  man  of  industry,  and 
accumulated  considerable  property.  He  is 
at  present  the  oldest  man  but  one,  living  in 
town,  who  was  born  here,  being  one  of  the 
few  remaining  link*  which  connect  U3  with 
the  past.  He  is  highly  esteemed,  a  quiet  ex- 
emplary Friend,  one  of  the  few  left  in  town 
of  that  once  numerous  church.  He  has  at- 
tained the  greatest  age  of  any  member  of 
the  family,  being  now  in  his  73th  year,  liv- 
ing cheerful  and  happy,  with  faculties  un- 
impaired, the  evening  of  his  days  is  glid- 
ing tranquilly  away,  cheered  by  the  presence 
of  those  he  loves.  His  wife  died  in  1834, 
aged,  43.  They  raised  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren: Henry,  Mary,  Hannah  R.,  Rhoda, 
Jane,  Anthony,  Mariah,  Jazaniah  B.  and 
Isaac  J. 

Nichols,  James  Tilsos,  b.  in  1803,  and  d. 
in  Sudbury,  Vt.,  Feb.  1,  1868.  He  m.  Mar- 
iana Briggs,  who  d.  at  Sudbury,  Oct.  20, 
1850 ;  2d,  m.  Mrs.  Florinda  D.  Burr,  who 
survives  him.  He  resided  here  upon  the 
homestead  until,  1834,  when  he  removed  to 


S.  His  children  were  William  T.,  Stukely  3., 
Henry  J.,  Harrison  P.,  Minnie  A.,  William 
T.,  the  eldest,  resides  at  Chicago,  111.  He  is 
a  lawyer  by  profession,  studied  with  Hon. 
Solomon  Foot  and  S.  H.  Hodges  at  Rutland ; 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  September 
term,  1851 ;  assistant  clerk  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Vermont  in  1852 ;  State's 
Attorney  for  Rutland  County  in  1859—60  ; 
represented  the  town  of  Rutland  in  the  Leg- 
islature in  1861 — 63  ;  was  a  Senator  from 
Rutland  County  in  1863 — 64  ;  in  1857,  form- 
ed a  co-partnership  with  the  late  Robert 
Pierpoint,  under  the  style  of  Pierpoint  & 
Nichols,  which  continued  until  the  death  of 
Judge  Pierpoint ;  went  out  as  a  private  sol- 
dier in  the  first  Vermont  Volunteers,  being 
one  of  the  first  to  respond,  was  subsequently 
commissioned  Colonel  of  the  14th  Vermonc 
Volunteers,  and  served  with  the  Regiment 
until  it  was  mustered  out  Oct  15,  1863.  Col. 
Nichols  was  a  splendid  soldier  and  a  belov- 
ed commander:  He  has  been  twice  married, 
first  to  Thersa  Cramton  and  next  to  Helen 
Cramton,  sister  of  his  former  wife. 

Stukely  S.,  the  second  son,  resides  at  Leav- 
enworth, Kansas,  and  is  a  farmer.  He  serv- 
ed 3  years  in  the  Federal  armies  of  the 
West,  during  the  rebellion.  He  was  a  first 
Lieutenant  and  acting  commissary  in  the 
13th  Kansas  Cavalry,  and  was  in  several 
engagements. 

Henry  J.,  the  third  son,  resides  at  Mar- 
shall, Texas,  and  is  now  the  Sheriff  of  Harri- 
son County,  Texas.  He  entered  the  army  as 
a  private  in  the  11th  Vermont  Vols,  in  1862, 
rose  through  every  grade  to  the  rank  of  a 
Major  in  that  regiment ;  wa3  engaged  in  ev- 
ery battle  and  skirmish  in  which  the  regi- 
ment, participated,  and  was  mustered  out  in 
1865. 

Harrison  P.,  the  fourth  son  graduated  at 
Middlebury  College,  August,  1860,  and  is 
now  studying  law  at  Chicago,  111.,  with  Rog- 
ers &  Garnett. 

Minnie  A.,  the  only  daughter,  graduated 
at  Greenwood  Seminary,  August,  I86S. 

Nichols,  Thomas,  Jr.,  still  lives  upon  a 
portion  of  the  homestead.  He  is  a  farmer, 
and  worker  and  dealer  ja  marble,  lit-  was 
elected  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  1S6?.  His 
son,  Nathan  R.,  is  a  graduate  of  Middlebury 
College,  now  preparing  for  the  ministry,  at 
the  Theo.  Sem.  Andover,  Mass. 
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~~Sr.*L,  Robert,  from  Galston.  Ayrshire, 
<5  ilxnd  in  1355,  is  a  shoe  and  harness-ma- 
r.  Ha  harness  took  the  premium  at  the 
l.allaaJ  County  Fair  in  1869.  He  served 
n  %  soldier  in  the  army  during  the  rebellion. 
He  m.  Margaret  Richmond:  children;  Robert, 
Itubelle,  Elizabeth,  Ellen,  Alexander,  Mar- 
garet and  William. 

Oris,  Da.  Harris,  born  in  Scituate,  Mas-., 
1775,  came  to  this  town  in  1793.  He  was 
of  English  descent,  son  of  Dr.  Ephrai.n  Otis, 
of  the  6th  generation  in  descent  from  John 
Otis,  the  oldest  ancestor  of  the  family 
known,  who  emigrated  to  America  about  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  He  was 
a  graduate  in  the  medical  science.  Dr.  Otis 
was  the  third  physician  who  came  to  Dan  by 
and  at  that  time  less  than  20  years  of  age. 
Physicians  were  often  obliged,  to  travel  by 
narked  trees,  through  storms,  by  night  and 
day,  and  fording  streams  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives.  Dr.  Otis  experienced  all  these 
difficulties.  For  the  first  two  years  he  hired 
his  board  here.  In  1795,  he  married  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Stephen  Rogers,  and  settled 
where  his  son  William  now  lives.  Although 
having  been  regularly  educated  as  a  physi- 
cian, his  inclinations  at  length  led  him  to 
farming,  and  he  became  a  distinguished  far- 
mer, and  left  at  his  death,  one  of  the  largest 
fortunes  ever  accumulated  in  town.  He  was 
rightly  and  truly  educated,  with  a  conscience 
sensitively  alive  to  the  distinction  between 
right  and  wrong.  In  the  use  of  language  he 
took  great  care  and  by  his  courteous  bearing 
as  a  gentleman,  uniformly  won  the  respect  of 
ail.  No  man  ever  exercised  a  better  influ- 
ence over  his  family,  no  children  ever  re- 
ceived a  more  gentle  training. 

He  was  many  years  one  of  the  members  of 
the  board  for  the  examination  and  inspection 
of  schools,  and  teachers,  and  no  man  in  town 
ever  took  a  moro  lively  interest  in  the  cause 
of  education.  He  was  lister  -4  years;  ty- 
thin^man  5  ;  auditor  several.  He  was  one 
of  the  leading  Quakers.  In  1828,  when  the 
division  among  the  Friends  occured  in  this 
town,  he  became  an  Orthodox  and  was 
rnainly  instrumental  in  building  a  new 
church.  His  moral  and  religious  life  was 
always  exemplary.  Few  men  of  so  long  a 
life  have  uniformly  sustained  so  unblemished 
a  reputation.  In  a  word  he  was  a  grand, 
large  hearted,  great-souled  man,  incapable 


of  a  petty  act  or  thought,  strong  and  resolute 
when  those  qualities  were  needed,  and  will 
long  be  remembered.  He  died  Aug.  8,  1847, 
being  72  years  of  age.  His  widow  died  May 
21,  1S64,  aged  85,  beloved  and  mourned. 
Their  children  were  Stephen,  Ephrairn,  Wil- 
liam, Lydia,  Elizabeth,  George,  Mary  H., 
and  Harris  F. 

Otis,  William,  m.  1st,  in  1830,  Sarah  Almy, 
who  was  killed  by  being  thrown  from  a 
wagon  near  the  residence  of  John  S.  Parri3, 
in  1639,  at  the  age  of  32;  2d,  in  1841  Delia 
Peck  of  Queensbury,  N.  Y.,  who  died  in  1848, 
aged  26,  3d,  1S50,  Jane,  widow  of  Allen  Vail 
of  Middletown,  who  died  in  1856,  aged  34 
4th,  in  1S59,  Ann  F.  Mason  of  Glen's  Falls, 
N.  Y.,  with  whom  he  now  lives.  He  still 
resides  upon  the  homestead,  aged  62.  His 
farm  is  a  model  in  many  respects.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  the  largest  and  ono 
of  the  leading  dairyman  of  this  section.  In 
1S61  he  manufactured  and  presented  to  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  a  very  large  cheese,  which 
the  President  acknowledged  in  the  follow- 
ing terms  : 

"  Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  Jan.  IS,  1S62. 

Dear  Sir  : — Permit  me  through  you  to  re- 
turn my  sincere  thanks  to  your  friend  and 
constituent,  Wm.  Otis,  Esq.,  of  Danbv,  Ver- 
mont, for  the  very  superior  and  deficiou3 
cheese  he  had  the  kindness  to  send  me,  in 
your  care.  Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Lincoln. 

Hon.  Solomon  Foot,  U.  S.  Senate." 

He  has  been  town  clerk  and  treasurer,  8 
years  ;  and  justice  of  the  peace,  8  years ;  rep- 
resentative and  selectman,  live  ;  lister,  two  ; 
trustee  of  U.  S.  deposit  money,  throe. 
Otis,  Harris  Foster,  m.  1st,  1836,  Elizabeth 
H.  Haviland  of  Queensbury,  N.  Y.,  who  d;ed 
in  1841,  aged  24;  2d,  Paulina,  da  of  David 
Lapham.  He  was  a  farmer  of  fine  taste  and 
habits,  a  man  of  great  talent.  He  was  se- 
lectman, 2  years  ;  lister,  six  ;  representative 
and  town  agent  one,  and  justice  of  the  peace, 
five.  In  1S55,  he  sold  his  farm  and  removed 
to  Manchester,  Vt.,  where  he  remained  until 
the  spring  of  I860,  when  he  removed  to  To- 
peka,  Kansas.  Heat  once  took  una  hal- 
ing position  and  soon  became  Mayor  of 
Topeka.  His  excellent  business  habits,  sound 
judgment  and  ability  gam.-d  for  him  the 
respoct  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  as- 
sociated.   He  died  at  Topeka  in  1S61,  aged 
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45,  caused  by  falling  from  the  stairway  of  a 
building. 

Palmer,  John,  m.  Catherine  Fraily  and 
settled  early  on  the  southern  part  of  what  is 
now  the  Town  farm.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
shoemaker,  aud  his  long  life  among  us  was 
marked  with  honest  industry,  and  Christian 
deportment.  Probably  no  person  who  ever 
lived  here,  remembered  with  so  much  dis- 
tinctness or  knew  more  of  the  early  history 
of  the  town.  He  lived  to  be  aged  97,  cheer- 
ful and  happy  with  faculties  but  little  im- 
paired; and  died  in  1300.  He  had  12  chil- 
dren. Their  names  are  George,  Henry,  Jacob, 
Seneca,  Wilson,  Leonard,  Micah,  Gilbert, 
Harvy,  Silas,  Sarah  and  Ma  ilda. 

Palmer,  Daniel,  settled  on  the  homestead 
of  his  father  where  he  lived  many  years. 
He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Hannah,  da. 
of  Henry  Herrick  and  next  to  Polly  Hop- 
kins. Mr.  Palmer  was,  in  his  early  days,  a 
respected  member  of  society.  About  the  i 
year  1820,  there  lived  in  the  edge  of  Tin- 
mouth  a  man  named  Ephraim  Briggs,  who 
came  to  the  Corners  frequently  to  transact 
business.  Mr.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Briggs  met 
one  evening  at  the  old  "  Red  Tavern,  "  then 
kept  by  Nicholas  leaks.  Both  men  were  ad- 
dicted to  drinking  and  when  intoxicated, 
were  somewhat  quarrelsome.  A  controversy 
finally  aro^e,  in  which  the  two  differed  and 
an  angry  dispute  occurred,  bmh  being  quick 
tempered,  until  one  challenged  the  other  to  the 
door.  Mr.  Palmer,  upon  reaching  the  door, 
being  very  quick  in  his  movements,  struck 
Briggs  in  the  face  felling  him  to  the  ground, 
and  then  jumping  with  both  feet  into  his 
breast,  which  unfortunately  resulted  in  his 
death.  This  sad  affair  created  considerable 
excitement  through  the  town,  happening  a^ 
it  did  in  a  community  comparatively  quiet 
and  peaceable,  and  it  being  the  first  case  of 
the  kind  that  ever  took  place.  Mr.  Palmer 
was  arrested  for  murd-r  and  brought  before 
Barton  Bromly,  Esq.,  who  upon  hearing  the 
testimony,  acquitted  Palmer.  The  friends 
of  Briggs  believing  that  justice  had  not  been 
done,  caused  Palmer  to  be  arrested  the  second 
time.  His  second  trial  took  place  in  the  old  I 
court  house  at  Rutland,  where  by  an  impar- 
tial jury,  he  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment  for  life.  Upon  receiving  his 
sentence,  which  he  did  with  great  calmness, 
he  politely  thanked  the  judge  "  that  his  sen- 
tence was  not  for  a  longer  term."  Mr. 


Palmer  remained  but  a  year  or  two  in  prison, 
when  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, praying  for  a  commutation  of  the  sen- 
tence which  was  finally  granted.  Mr.  Palm- 
er remained  a  citizen  of  this  town  for  many 
years  after  this  event.  He  died  at  Walling- 
ford  in  1362,  aged  84. 

Parris,  Elkanah,  b.  1728,  in  Pembroke, 
Mass.,  settled,  1797.  He  m.  Grace  Mott,  ot 
Scituate,  Ma=s.  He  was  a  man  of  considera- 
ble means,  and  an  exemplary  member  of  the 
Quaker  Society.  He  died,  aged  S5  ;  his  wife, 
aged  81. 

Parris,  Daniel,  born  at  Williamstown, 
Mass.,  1763,  m.,  1st,  Eunice  Lamb  ;  2d,  Dru- 
silla  Sherman,  whom  he  married  here  in 
1789.  His  first  wife  died  at  Williamstown. 
He  came  to  Danby  about  the  year  1735,  and 
settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  grand- 
son, John  S.  He  became  a  wealthy  farmer. 
He  was  a  great  friend  of  Isaac  Tichenor, 
l  third  Governor  of  this  State,  who,  we  are 
told,  frequently  came  to  pay  Mr.  Parris  a 
visit.  He  was  constable  in  1793;  lister,  5 
years ;  auditor  4  years  ;  offices  to  which  in 
those  days,  only  men  of  good  judgment  and 
ability  were  called,  and,  although  possessing 
many  eccentricities,  he  was  a  man  of  good 
morals  and  a  very  worthy  member  of  com- 
munity, possessing  the  confidence  of  all.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  died,  Feb  17,  1822,  oged  62. 

Parris,  Caleb,  settled  on  the  homestead 
where  Wesley  Parris  now  lives,  which  he  oc- 
cupied many  years,  or  until  his  death.  He 
built  the  present  dwelling,  known  as  the 
"  sixteen  cornered"  house,  which  he  was  a 
number  of  years  in  building,  having  built 
a  portion  of  it  at  a  time.  He  was  selectman, 
3  years;  lister,  7;  grand  juror,  2;  and  au- 
ditor, 7.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable 
wealth  and  influence;  d;ed  unmarried,  Jan. 
23,  1848,  aged  32. 

Parris,  Calf.b,  2d,  Capt.,  b.  1794,  m. 
Cata,  da.  of  Rev.  Jared  Lobdel,  in  IS  15,  and 
settled  where  his  son,  Leonard  G.  now  lives. 
He  was  selectman,  2  years  ;  lister,  4  ;  trustee 
of  U.  S.  money,  6  ;  a  justice  of  the  peace,  10; 
and  moderator  of  town  meeting;  many  vears. 
He  was  captain  of  the  militia,  by  which  he 
gained  his  title.  He  exemplified  hia  religion 
by  dispensing  with  a  liberal  hand  to  the 
needy,  and  no  one  was  more  generally  re- 
spected in  town.  He  died  in  I8t>3,  aged  74. 
Parris,  Harvey,  b.  1799;  m.  Sally,  da. 
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.  i  Edward  Herrick,  and  settled  on  the  home- 
itcad,  and  was  a  thrifty  farmer  during  hi.s 
ro;d*nee  here.  He  was  constable  and  col- 
lector in  this  town  2  years  •  selectman,  4 ; 
3i*:er,  6,  and  justice  of  the  peace,  5.  In  1848 
h#  removed  to  Pawlet. 

Phillips,  Caleb,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island, 
in.  Martha  Bishop,  and  came  to  this  town 
during  the  Revolution.  Three  of  his  broth- 
ers, Stephen,  John  and  Seth,  also  came  here, 
lie  settled  on  the  farm  afterward  owned  by 
his  son  Josiah,  now  by  Warren  Vaughan. 
He  was  the  first  settler  in  that  locality.  He 
built  a  framed  dwelling  in  1801,  which 
#  stood  till  within  a  few  years.  He  came  here 
with  nothing  but  his  head  and  hands  to  carve 
himself  a  fortune,  which  by  patient  toil,  he 
accomplished.  He  was  an  active  participant 
in  the  struggles  which  the  early  settlers  of 
this  town  had  to  endure.  As  a  pioneer,  he 
was  peaceful,  but  able  to  meet  danger  with 
firmness,  and  his  memory  is  held  in  high  es- 
teem, as  a  citizen  of  Danby,  in  the  stiring 
scenes  of  its  early  history.  He  died  in  1825. 
His  wife  died  in  1S37,  aged  about  90.  Their 
children  were  Chad,  Mercy,  Benjamin,  Sabrah 
and  Josiah. 

Phillips,  Chad,  m.  Sarah  Weller,  and  set- 
tled near  his  father  a  short  time.  He  re- 
moved to  Tinmouth  and  was  a  prominent 
citizen  of  that  town  during  his  lifetime.  He 
was  a  magistrate  many  years,  and  a  major  in 
the  State  militia.  He  died  in  1S47,  aged  80; 
his  wife  in  1847,  aged  78. 

Phillips,  Benjamin,  m.  Charity,  da.  of 
Henry  Herrick,  and  settled  on  a  portion  of  his 
father's  farm,  and  subsequently  in  Tinmouth. 
He  at  quite  an  early  day  owned  and  run  a 
furnace,  near  the  residence  of  Edwin  Staples, 
known  as  "The  Pocket  Furnace,"  and  the 
only  one  ever  built  in  town 

Phillips,  Isaac,  m.  Ruth  Lord,  and  settled 
near  Scottsvilie.  He  was  a  good  and  sub- 
stantial citizen.  He  died  in  1863,  aged  91  ; 
his  wife  in  1854,  aged  70.  Their  children  ; 
William  L.,  George,  Lucinda,  Lorana,  and 
Stephen  W.  Lucinda  has  been  deaf  and 
dumb  from  childhood  :  Stephen  has  been  | 
a  teacher  of  penmanship  many  years,  favo- 
rably known  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  State 

Phillips,  Isbael,  from  R.  I.,  settled  at  an 
early  day.    He  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier 
and  drew  a  pension.     He  m.  Nancy  Fisk.  j 
The  old  house  in  which  he  lived  is  still  stand-  i 
ing,  and  where  he  kept  tavern  several  years. 


He  died  aged  80.  He  served  through  a  Urge 
portion  of  the  war  and  would  tell  with  much 
zest,  the  many  incidents  he  was  knowing  to, 
of  such  thrilling  interest  to  the  early  settlers. 

Pouter,  Merrick,  m.  Eliza  da.  of  Daniel 
Palmer,  and  settled  here,  but  removed  to 
Wallingford  where  he  died.  Of  his  children 
are  Isaac  and  Harry.  Isaac  is  a  carpenter 
and  joiner  by  trade.  He  m.  Horten-e  Odel 
and  resides  in  town.  He  was  drafted  in 
1863  and  served  three  years  in  the  5th  Vt. 
Regt.  His  children  are  Giraldo,  Ada  and 
Ida,  twins  ;  Marcus,  Caasi  and  Don. 

Priest,  John,  another  of  the  Revolution- 
ary patriots,  was  a  resident  of  the  town  a 
number  of  years.  He  served  during  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  war,  for  which  he  drew  a 
pension.  He  was  a  stone  mason  and  a 
man  of  considerable  ability,  full  of  anecdote 
and  humor,  and  loved  to  relate  incidents  of 
the  Revolution,  and  the  war  of  1812,  in 
which  he  also  served.  He  never  accumulated 
much  property,  and  in  his  old  age  was  almost 
entirely  dependent  w  on  his  pension  for  sup- 
port. He  removed  about  20  years  since  to 
Mechanicsville,  N.  Y.,  where  his  son  then 
lived. 

Randall,  Alvah,  l».  in  Danby,  is  a  physi- 
cian and  resides  in  Michigan. 

Randall,  Nelson,  succeeded  to  the  home- 
stead of  his  father.  He  was  constable  and 
collectors  years.  He  now  resides  in  Ripley, 
N.  Y„  to  which  place  he  removed  some  10 
years  since,  and  is  a  U.  S.  detective,  being 
peculiarly  adapted  to  that  kind  of  business. 

Reed,  Isaac,  from  Rhode  Island  in  1802, 
settled  on  a  portion  of  the  Governor's  Right. 
He  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  and  drew 
a  pension.  He  lived  to  a  good  age,  having 
raised  15  children,  of  whom  are  Elijah,  Oli- 
ver, Isaac,  jr.,  Durphy,  Ichabod,  Solomon, 
Nelson,  Abigail,  Elizabeth,  Susan  and  Pa- 
tience. Isaac,  jr.,  settled  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  became  eminent. 

Reed,  Solomon,  lived  for  many  years  upon 
the  land  formerly  occupied  by  hi*  father,  a 
portion  of  which  lies  in  the  town  of  Pawlet, 
and  upon  which  Solomon  now  resides.  He 
has  always  been  a  tough,  hard  laboring  man, 
and  a  great  hunter,  in  which  he  more  fre- 
quently engaged  in  his  younger  days  than  of 
late.  That  portion  of  the  town,  has  ever 
been  a  haunt  f  r  wild  beasts,  and  more  espec- 
ially bears.  About  thirty  years  ago  Solo- 
mon, with  his  brother  Ichabod,  who  was-a 
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young  man  of  feeble  health,  was  out  one  day 
in  what  is  known  as  "  Fir  Swamp"  after 
balsam.  This  swamp  is  situated  near  the  top 
of  the  mountain.  They  had  been  there  but 
a  short  time  when  their  dog,  commenced 
barking  near  a  sort  of  cave  or  den  in  the 
rocks,  which  signified  there  was  something 
there.  Believing  it  to  be  nothing  more  than 
a  coon,  the  dog  had  tracked,  Solomon  thought 
he  would  venture  in.  So  laying  his  gun 
down  by  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  in  he  crawl 
ed  to  see  what  was  there.  He  soon  discover- 
ed, and  called  upon  Ichabod  to  hand  him  a 
gun.  Taking  as  good  aim  as  possible  by  the 
light  of  the  occupants  eyes,  he  fired,  but  the 
contents  failed  to  take  effect.  Mr.  Bruin 
not  liking  the  call,  made  a  rush  for  the  pas- 
sage, which,  not  being  very  spacious  gave  Sol- 
omon considerable  squeezing,  and  upon  com- 
ing out,  at  once  made  attack  upon  Ichabod, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  cave  The  dog  also 
immediately  closed  in  for  a  fight.  Solomon, 
hurrying  out,  saw  at  a  glance  that  his  brother 
must  have  help  forthwith,  and  commenced 
upon  the  bear,  which  drew  her  attention  from 
Ichabod.  The  bear  however  paid  her  atten- 
tion first  to  the  dog,  whereupon  Sol  mon 
seeing  the  dog  would  get  the  worst  of  the 
ti^ht  unless  he  had  help,  stepped  astride  of 
the  bear  and  took  an  par  in  each  hand.  And 
the  bear  feeling  the  whole  weight  of  this  new  j 
element  in  the  controversy,  turned  her  atten- 
tion from  the  suppliant  t  nes  of  the  dog  to 
the  more  defiant  antagonist  on  her  back. 
The  dog  having  found  there  was  help,  now 
applied  himself  vigorously  to  the  bear's 
haunches,  whereupon  she  succumbed  and 
commenced  descending  the  mountain.  Sol- 
omon maintaining  a  firm  hold  upon  her 
back,  and  Ichabod  continuing  to  beat  with 
the  breach  of  his  gun.  But  the  dog's  mode 
of  fighting  having  the  misfortune  to  chiefly 
lacerate  her  feelings,  she  turned  her  special 
attention  thence  to  him  as  having  no  further 
fear  of  the  men.  Thus  the  dog  would  fight 
until  seeing  he  would  get  the  worst  of  it,  Sol- 
omon would'step  astride  of  the  bear,  again 
■while  his  brother  kept  plying  his  blows, 
drawing  her  attention  away  from  the  dog, 
first  being  under  and  then  top,  for  the  dis- 
tance of  a  mile  or  more  down  the  mountain, 
by  which  time  the  gun  had  been  used  up 
around  her.  and  she  being  rather  exhausted. 
»Solomon  and  the  dog  were  left  to  contend 
with  the  bear,  while  Ichabod  went  for  an- 


other gun  and  the  bear  was  soon  disposed  of. 
Solomon  was  not  much  injured  by  this  al- 
venture,  but  his  brother  never  fully  recov- 
ered from  its  effects. 

GciTA\'U3,  one  of  his  sons,  is  married  an  I 
lives  in  Dorset.  In  1851,  having  a  de-ire  to  zo 
to  sea,  he  sailed  from  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  on 
a  whaling  voyage,  and  was  gone  about  2 
years.  Amoug  the  places  visited,  were  the 
Cape  De  Verde  Islands,  Juan  Fernar. 
Sandwich  Islands,  Australia  and  New  Z. -al- 
and, arid  sailing  as  far  north  as  the  Aretic 
regions.  He  also  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
late  war. 

Read,  Timothy,  a  native  of  Swanzy,  N.  H., 
came  to  Danby  in  1826;  m.  Eunice,  widow 
of  Barton  Kelly,  and  settled  on  the  farm 
obtained  by  his  Wife.  He  was  at  one  time 
the  owner  of  a  large  property,  and  one  of  ?he 
most  extensive  farmers  in  town.  But  few 
men  labored  more  hours  in  a  day.  He  was 
also  a  shoemaker,  and  -worked  considerable 
at  that  business.  He  was  selectman  5  years  ; 
lister  three,  representative  and  a  justice  of 
the  peace  two.  He  was  mainly  instrumental 
in  building  the  church  south  oi  the  Corners, 
by  which  he  became  seriously  embarrass-!, 
lie  was  a  man  remarkable  for  the  energy 
with  which  he  carried  forward  whatever  he 
undertook  So  active  and  prompt  was  he 
j  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  contracts,  that  he  was 
known  at  various  times  to  sit  up  all  night 
to  make  a  pair  of  boots,  that  it  might  not 
intenere  with  his  labor  on  the  farm.  But 
few  men  were  his  match  at  farm-labor,  be- 
ing very  tall  in  stature,  of  robust  frame  and 
very  stout.  He  was  a  great  mower,  concern- 
ing which  many  good  stories  are  related. 
We  have  been  told  that  at  one  time  he  mow- 
ed a  swath  19  feet  in  width.  No  man  ever 
died  more  regretted  in  town.  His  death 
occurred  from  disease  of  the  heart,  in  1849,  at 
the  age  of  52.  His  widow  is  now  living  ac 
the  age  of  84,  having  been  a  very  smart,  in- 
dustrious woman  through  life.  Tiieir  chil- 
dren are  Eunice,  Charles  T.,  Lucy  and 
Edward  J.,  wiio  lives  upon  the  homestead. 
Lucy  has  been  deaf  and  dumb  since  the  age 
of  five,  being  caused  by  the  canker-rash,  and 
blind  since  the  as^e  of  eleven.  She  is  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  persons  on  record.  Sue 
possesses  ability  for  performing  work  far 
beyond  that  of  many  persons  endowed  with 
perfect  senses.  Although  deprive  1  of  the- 
sense  of  seeing  and  hearing,  yet  by  the  use 
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of  the  other  senses,  she  is  enabled  to  know 
i.«-r  friends  and  to  perform  many  things. 
Ciod  ia  his  goodness  has  so  organized  the  hu- 
man family,  that  where  one  sense  is  deficient, 
it  is  made  up  in  a  measure  by  the  others. 
And  in  her  case  the  loss  of  these  two  most 
important  senses,  is  almost  more  than  made  up 
by  the  action  of  the  others.  It  is  truly  won 
derful  to  look  at  the  labor  performed  by  her, 
from  the  braiding  of  the  finest  hair-fish-line 
to  the  piecing  of  a  bed-quilt.  The  order,  neat- 
ness and  regularity  displayed,  is  unexcelled. 
She  can  distinguish  color  and  quality  as  read- 
ily as  any  person.  In  piecing  bed-quilts,  the 
colors  are  all  neatly  and  tastefully  arranged, 
and  her  knitting,  sewing  and  braiding  is  all 
done  in  the  highest  style  of  the  art.  She  per- 
forms various  other  kinds  of  labor,  in  which  she 
also  displays  great  mechanism.  Her  work 
has  taken  the  premium  at  our  State  and  Coun- 
ty Fairs.    She  is  now  about  35  years  of  age. 

Richardson,  Dr.  Israel,  settled  here 
about  forty  years  ago,  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  He  lived  near  the  residence  of 
Howell  Dillingham,  but  remained  here  only 
a  few  years.  He  was  esteemed  a  good  phy- 
sician, and  a  man  of  considerable  intel- 
ligence. 

Roberts,  William,  from  Nine  Partners, 
N.  Y.,  about  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  m. 
Rachael  Andrus  and  settled  first  in  Manches- 
ter, afterwards  in  Vergennes  and  then  in 
Danby.  Four  of  his  brothers  also  came 
about  the  same  time,  Christopher,  John,  Peter 
and  Benjamin.  Christopher  settled  in  Man- 
chester where  his  descendants  still  reside; 
and  John  settled  in  Plattsburg,  N.  Y.  Wil- 
liam was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  and  was 
in  the  battle  of  Bennington.  He  lived  in  the 
south  part  of  the  town.  He  died  at  Man- 
chester in  1829,  aged  70;  his  wife  in  1854. 
aged  79;  their  children  were:  John,  Eph- 
raim,  Allen  C,  Ethan,  Stephen.  Caleb,  Na- 
thaniel, Susan,  and  Rachel.  Ephraim  set- 
tled here  a  short  time,  then  moved  to  Dorset 
and  in  1830  owned  and  run  a  canal  boat  on 
the  Erie  Canal.  He  died  at  Blackrock, 
N.  Y.  Ephraim,  one  of  his  son',  is  now  a 
missionary  on  one  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
Caleb  m.  Drusilla  Fisk,  and  settled  in  Dor- 
Bet.  He  was  one  of  the  16  fecrtiits  from  this 
town  to  the  Mexican  War,  and  died  in  hos- 
pital at  Puebla.  Aug.  2Gth,  1847.  His  chil- 
dren are  Sabra,  Delia  and  Benoni.  Allen  C. 
m.  Hannah  Farrar  of  Rupert  where  he  settled 


a  few  years,  and  afterwards  in  Dorset.  He  has 
been  for  many  years  a  noted  hunter  and 
trapper,  having  since  1830,  killed  nearly 
fifty  bears.  Few  men  have  a  keener  relish 
for  this  kind  of  sport,  which  is  always  full  of 
excitement  and  not  unfrequently  of  danger. 
Even  during  the  last  few  years,  he  has  had 
many  encounters  with  them.  While  on  a 
hunting  excursion  in  1854,  he  accidentally 
slipped  down  upon  the  ice,  when  hi3  gun 
which  he  carried  over  hi3  shoulder  was  dis- 
charged, and  the  contents  entered  his  foot, 
which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  his  leg.  He  has 
also  for  a  number  of  years  been  a  Methodist 
preacher  and  exhorter. 

Rogers,  Wing,  from  Mansfield,  Mas3.,  set- 
tled about  1770.  He  was  a  man  of  large 
means,  and  at  once  came  into  possession  of  a 
large  farm,  which  included  the  one  now 
owned  by  J.  E.  Nichols  and  also  the  one 
owned  by  F.  R.  Hawley,  besides  portions  of 
adjoining  farms.  He  also  owned  nearl/  all 
the  land  in  what  is  known  as  "  South  Amer- 
ica," as  well  as  land  in  other  parts  of  the 
town.  He  was  doubtless  one  of  the  most 
wealthy  men  of  his  times.  He  was  a  birth- 
right member  of  the  Quaker  Society,  and  one 
of  the  founders  of  that  church  in  this  town, 
a  man  of  many  eccentricities,  many  good 
stories  are  told  of  his  oddities.  It  was  his 
custom  to  carry  his  family  to  church  in  an 
ox-cart,  and  sometimes  he  would  carry  his 
wife  and  children  upon  a  trundle-bed.  No 
man  was  ever  more  distinguished  for  his  pe- 
culiar habits,  and  his  name  will  be  remem- 
bered for  generations  to  come.  Being  a  man 
of  considerable  ability,  he  was  often  called  to 
fill  some  office  of  trust,  but  many  times  re- 
fused to  serve.  His  name  is  often  mentioned 
in  connection  with  the  early  history  of  Dan- 
by. He  was  a'member  of  the  proprietors' 
meeting  held  at  the  house  of  William  Brom- 
ley in  1776,  and  was  appointed  one  of  tba 
committee  to  lay  out  the  land  in  the  4th  di- 
vision, lie  was  also  a  prominent  member 
of  the  meetings  held  by  the  inhabitants  for 
the  general  safety  of  the  town,  during  theRev- 
olutionary  war.  He  was  the  first  appoint- 
ed to  the  office  of  "  hog-constable,"  in  1777; 
selectman  four  years  ;  grand  juror  one,  and 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1790.  which 
was  held  at  Gastleton,  commencing  Oct.  14 
and  ending  Oct.  28,  after  a  session  ot'  12  days 
and  again  elected  for  the  years  1791,  '92  and 
'93.    The  descendants  of  Wing  Rogers  have 
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been  numerous,  being  wealthy  and  promi- 
nent men.  He  was  4  times  married,  1st  to 
Deliverance  Chatman,  2d  to  Mercy  Hatch,  3d 
to  Rebecca  Sherman,  4th  to  Hannah  Titus. 
In  1300,  he  removed  to  Ferrisburg,  Vt., 
where  he  died,  well  advanced  in  years.  His 
children  were  :  Deliverance,  Elizabeth,  Au- 
gustus, Asa,  Rufu3,  Ruth,  Wing,  Mary,  Les- 
ter, and  Lydia.  Deliverance  was  b.  at  Marsh- 
field  and  came  here  with  his  father.  He  m. 
Judith  Folger,  and  became  a  very  wealthy, 
and  influential  citizen.  He  removed  to 
Granville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1849, 
aged  83 ;  his  widow  died  1864  aged  86.  His 
children  were  Cynthia,  Daniel,  Ruth,  Dinah, 
Eliza,  David,  "Wing,  who  died  at  the  age  of  17 ; 
and  Mark,  who  m.  Lydia  Heraenway,  settled 
here  a  few  years,  and  then  removed  to  Gran- 
ville. 

Rogers,  Stephen,  brother  of  "Wing  Rogers, 
also  from  Marsh  field,  Mass.,  came  in  1770 
and  settled  on  the  farm  occupied  by  J.  T. 
Griffith.  He  also  owned  the  farm  now  be- 
longing to  H.  Dillingham.  He  m.  Elizabeth 
Lapham.  The  house  in  which  he  lived  was 
burned  a  few  years  since.  It  was  built  in 
1790,  and  was  the  first  two-story  house  erect- 
ed in  town,  being  considered  the  best  house 
in  town  for  that  day.  He  also  became  a 
large  land-holder,  and  contributed  essentially 
towards  the  prosperity  of  the  town.  He  was 
another  of  the  early  members  of  Quaker  so- 
ciety, a  man  of  exemplary  religious  charac- 
ter, and  good  natural  abilities.  He  died  in 
1835,  aged  85  ;  his  wife  in  1S40,  aged  80. 
Their  children  were  Aaron,  Joseph,  Sarah, 
Hannah,  John,  Ruth,  Stephen,  Elizabeth  and 
Sylvia. 

Rogers,  Aaron,  b.  at  Danby,  1770,  m.  Di- 
nah Folger  and  settled  where  Howell  Dil- 
lingham now  lives.  He  is  said  to  have  been 
the  first  male  child  born  in  town.  Some, 
however,  have  given  priority  of  birth  to 
Hosea  Williams*  who  was  born  the  same 
year.  Mr.  Rogers  resided  here  for  nearly  85 
years,  being  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
from  boyhood.  He  removed  to  Lynn,  Mass., 
when  quite  old,  where  he  died  in  18G0,  aged 
90.  He  lived  with  his  father  previous  to  his 
marriage,  when  he  settled  by  himself,  and 
toiled  on,  until  he  had  acquired  a  large  com- 
petency. When  in  after  years  his  s-ms  and 
daughters  left  their  paternal  homes,  and  when 
the  snows  of  more  than  80  winters  had 
sprinkled  his  brow,  and  grand  children  were 


gathered  around  him,  his  feet  still  lin^red 
around  the  old  homestead,  where  were  asso- 
ciated many  pleasant  scenes  of  the  past.  He 
was  an  influential  member  of  the  Quaker  so- 
ciety, a  man  of  excellent  morab  and  habits, 
but  being  of  a  quiet  turn  of  mind,  did  not 
take  an  active  part  in  political  matters.  He 
was  selectman  1  year;  lister  six,  and  auditor 
five.  His  children  were  Joseph,  Lydia,  Mo- 
tes,  Aaron,  jr.,  Judith,  Elisha  T.,  Geor.ro  D., 
Eunice  and  Seth.  Moses  lives  in  Lynn, 
Mass.,  and  is  one  of  the  wealthy  citizens  of 
that  place ;  Elisha  settled  at  the  Borough  a 
few  years  in  the  mercantile  business,  but 
now  Jives  in  New  York.  '  Seth  became  a 
physician.  He  was  also  in  trade  a  short 
time  with  his  brother  Elisha.  He  served  as 
surgeon  in  the  Union  army,  during  the  late 
war.  He  is  a  man  of  large  experience,  hav- 
ing traveled  for  a  number  of  years,  during 
which  time  he  has  visited  France  and  other 
countries  on  the  eastern  continent.  He  now 
resides  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  has  been 
connected  with  a  water  cure  establishment 
of  that  city. 

Rogers,  Henry  A.,  son  of  Aaron,  jr.,  re- 
sides in  Minnesota,  and  is  a  man  of  considera- 
ble prominence,  having  been  State's  Attor- 
ney and  County  Senator. 

Rowlev,  Tuomas,  born  in  Hebron,  Ct, 
came  here  in  1768,  and  settled  near  the  resi- 
dence of  A.  C.  Risdon.  His  farm  consisted 
of  about  200  acres.  Being  a  man  of  ability, 
lie  at  once  took  a  leading  position  in  the 
town.  He  was  clerk  of  the  proprietors  till 
1783,  surveyor  in  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th  divi- 
sions, to  set  off  the  proprietors^  rights  and 
was  employed  as  surveyor  for  the  town  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  first  town  clerk  in 
1769,  and  held  that  office  9  years,  the  last 
being  in  1782  ;  was  one  of  the  committee  of 
safety  for  the  town  and  was  always  chairman 
of  that  committee.  He  was  the  first  repre- 
sentative elected  in  1778  and  again  in  17S2. 
While  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly, 
he  was  appointed  on  the  most  important 
committees,  and  generally  made  chairman, 
whenever  a  resolution  was  referred  with  in- 
structions to  report  a  bill.  Mr.  Rowley  lived 
some  time  in  Rutland  and  was  first  judge  of 
the  special  court  for  the  County.  He  was 
associated  with  Chittenden,  Allen  and  War- 
ner ia  vindicating  the  rights  of  the  people 
against  New  York  ;  participated  largely  in 
the  deliberations  of  those  who  declared  Ver- 
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niorit  a  free  and  independent  State,  and  aided 
in  framing  its  first  constitution.  He  removed 
to  Shoreham,  Vt.,  in  1775,  where  he  remain- 
ed for  about  one  year,  and  then  returned  to 
Danby.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  removed 
back  to  Shoreham. 

Below  is  an  invitation  to  the  poor  tenants 
that  live  under  their  patroons  in  the  prov- 
ince of  New  York,  to  come  and  settle  on  our 
good  lands,  under  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants,  composed  at  the  time  when  the  land 
jobbers  of  New  York  served  their  writs  of 
tjectrnent  on  a  number  of  our  settlers,  the 
execution  of  which  we  opposed  by  force  until 
we  could  have  the  matter  fairly  laid  before 
the  King  and  Board  of  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions, for  their  directions. 

[Rowley  is  moreover  preeminently  distin- 
guished as  the  poet  of  the  Green  Mountain 
Boys.  His  verses  were  contributed  princi- 
pally to  the  Rural  Magazine  and  the  Ben- 
nington Gazette.  Says  the  late  Rev.  P.  H. 
White,  in  a  material  for  a  note  in  connection 
with  a  poem  oi  Rowley's  published  in  the 
Revised  Poets  and  Poetry  of  Vermont,  The 
poem  mentioned  is  an  inviting  of  settlers  into 
Rutland  Co.,  and  was  very  popular  at  the 
time — for  which  see  volume  mentioned — For 
additional  biography  of  Rowley  see  also 
biography  of  him  in  the  history  of  Shoreham, 
in  this  work,  vol  1,  page  98  ;  and  for  a  still 
more  complete  representation  of  his  poetrv 
see  "  History  and  Map  of  Danby,  Vermont, 
by  J.  C.  Williams,  12mo.  23 1  pp.  printed  at 
Rutland  by  McLean  and  Robbins,  1869. — Ed.} 

NATHAN  ROWLEY'S  LIST  FOR  THE  YEAR  17»o, 

BT  THOMAS  ROWLEY. 

My  head  contains  my  siyrht  and  brains, 

And  many  other  senses — 
As  taste  and  smell,  I  hear  and  feel, 

And  talk  of  vast  expenses. 
It  doth  exert  each  active  part 

Of  human  nature'^  whole  ; 
Reason  and  sense  are  its  defence, 

Which  some  have  termed  the  soul : 
The  noble  part  of  human  frame, 

With  sense  and  reason  bound — 
Our  men  of  sense  say  it  shall  rate 

At  half  a  dozen  pounds. 
My  real  estate  I  have  to  rate, 

The  public  are  partakers  ; 
I  plant  and  sow  and  feed  and  mow 

Not  far  from  twenty  acres. 
My  herd  allows  two  stately  cows, 

As  neat  as  woven  silk  ; 
They  seldom  fail  to  fill  the  pail 

Up  to  the  brim  with  milk. 
Also,  two  mares,  good  in  the  years 

To  p'ow  the  clay  or  gravel  ; 
When  dressed  with  saddle  and  nioivUed  straddle 

Are  very  good  to  travel. 
'Tis  my  whole  list;  I  do  protest 

I  will  not  add  a  line  ; 


No  more  this  year  that  can  appear 

That  is  my  dad's  or  mine. 
My  whole  estate  you  have  to  rate 

As  here  I've  set  it  down, 
The  whole  accounts,  you  see,  amounts 

To  eight  and  twenty  pounds. 


ON  PREDESTINATION. 

If  I  withhold  my  hand 

From  what  I  am  forbid, 
Why  then  should  I  be  dam'd 

For  what  I  never  did  ? 

If  I  let  loose  my  hand 

And  say  it  was  de(  reed, 
You  say  I  shall  bo  dam'd 

Because  I  don't  take  heed. 

If  all  things  are  decreed, 

As  some  good  people  say, 
Why  should  I  spend  my  time, 

Or  make  attempts  to  pray? 

The  idle  servant  was  not  condemn'd 
For  not  doing  what  he  could  not : 

But  for  leaving  that  undone 
He  might  have  done  but  would  not. 

But  some  will  say  "  I  can  do  nothing ;" 

Well,  if  the  case  be  so, 
Then  I  may  rest  quite  easy, 

For  I've  nothing  here  to  do. 


REFLECTIONS  ON  THE  RAPIDITY  OF  TIME. 

While  I  reflect  on  misspent  days, 

I  fear  Thy  dreadful  rod  ; 
See  money  spent  iu  mirth  and  ^.lay, 

So  little  done  for  God. 
I  find  a  sore,  corrupted  will. 

But  little  fafth  is  found; 
But  there  is  balm  in  Gilead  still, 

To  heal  the  deadly  wound. 
Should  I  be  lost  in  long  despair, 

'Tis  hell  within  my  breast; 
But  unto  Jesus  I'll  repair, 

As  He  can  give  me  rest. 
May  God  uphold  me  all  day  long, 

By  His  supporting  grace, 
And  I  Him  praise  with  heaven-taught  song, 

And  speed  the  heavenly  race. 
The  ago  oi  man  is  past  with  me, 

My  soul  be  in  thy  care, 
From  sin  and  Satan  to  get  free, 

To  meet  thy  God  prepare. 
This  day  'tis  threescore  years  and  ten 

Since  I  received  my  breath, 
Aud  very  slothful  I  have  been 

Preparing  for  my  death. 
A  thousand  dreams  have  filled  my  mind. 

As  days  came  rolling  on  ; 
Like  one  that's  deaf  or  one  that's  blind, 

I  know  not  how  they've  gone. 
If  G<>d  should  a'ld  unto  my  days, 

Ami  give  me  longer  lipase  ; 
Oh  !  may  I  spend  them  to  h;s  praise, 

And  seek  His  pardoning  graco. 
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MEDITATION  ON  THE  DEATH  OF  HIS  WIFE. 
As  I  lay  musing  on  my  bed, 

A  vision  bright  my  woes  o'erspread; 
Amidst  the  silent  night. 

My  second  self  lay  by  my  side, 
An  angel  came  to  be  her  guide, 

And  soon  she  made  her  flight ; 
Methought  I  saw  her  passing  high 
Through  liquid  air,  the  etherial  sky, 

And  land  on  Canaan's  shore  ; 
Where  smiling  angels,  singing  swe«t, 
Bade  her  a  welcome  to  a  seat, 

And  join  the  heavenly  choir. 
Pm  too  unholy  and  unclean 
Of  these  bright  heavenly  things  to  dream, 

Till  grace  refines  my  heart; 
The  dying  gifts  of  Christ,  our  King, 
Must  tune  my  heart  in  every  string, 

To  sonnd  in  every  part. 
Oh  1  how  sweetly  now  she  sings, 
Her  harp  is  tuned  in  all  its  strings, 

The  melody  to  grace; 
Prepare  me,  Lord,  that  I  may  go 
And  take  a  humble  seat  below, 

And  sound  upon  the  bass. 
Come  Holy  Spirit,  Heavenly  Dove, 
Give  me  a  tale  of  sovereign  love, 

Then  I  can  safely  go ; 
My  soul  would  swiftly  wing  its  way 
Into  the  realm  of  endless  day, 

And  sing  Hosannas,  too. 

Rudd,  Increase,  from  Middletown,  was  for 
a  number  of  years  a  resident  of  this  town. 
He  was  formerly  in  the  custom  house  service. 
He  removed  to  Collins.  N.  Y.,  where  he  is  still 
living,  being  over  90  years  of  age. 

Saclsbury,  Nathan,  from  Rhode  Island, 
settled  at  a  very  early  day.  He  m.  Tenta  Da- 
vis :  both  died  in  old  age.  Tie  was  for  many 
years  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the  town  ; 
one  of  the  selectmen  in  1T95,  and  lister  4  years. 
Their  children  were:  Howard,  Elias,  Daniel, 
Nathan,  jr.,  David  and  Anna. 

Elias  settled  in  Tinmouth — was  a  justice 
of  the  peace  there  many  years,  besides  holding 
other  prominent  office.  Jonas,  as  a  capital 
story -teller,  stood  preminent.  He  died  in  Cal- 
ifornia. John  A.  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war, 
serving  in  the  10th  Yt.  Regiment,  through  the 
different  grades  of  offices,  and  rose  to  the  po- 
sition of  major.  He  was  a  °:ood  soldier  and 
brave  officer,  and  is  now  the  proprietor  of  the 
Central  House,  Rutland. 

Seley,  Jonathan,  from  Rhode  Island,  set- 
tled about  1780,  and  became  one  of  the  largest 
landholders  in  town.  He  was  a  great  specu- 
lator, and  something  of  a  broker — was  chosen 
constable  in  1784.  at  that  time  an  office  of  some 
more  respectability  and  responsibility  than  it 
has  been  in  later  days.  He  was  selectman  5,  | 
lister  5,  and  justice  of  the  peace  10  years — was  I 


twice  in. ;  1st,  to  Elizabeth,  da.  of  William 
Bromley,  sr.;  2d,  to  Freelove,  da.  of  WiUiara 
Bromley,  jr.  He  removed  to  St.  Lawrence 
county,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  Ohio,  where  ho 
died.  Children:  Hannah,  Ira,  Bromley,  Eliz- 
abeth, Jonathan,  jr.,  Hiram,  Lucy,  Benjamin 
and  Isaac.  Hiram  became  a  physician,  m.  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Carpenter,  and  settled  in  Whit- 
ing— finally  removed  to  Hubbardton,  where  he 
died.  Ira,  m.  Nancy,  da.  of  Capt.  John  Yail — 
was  elected  constable  in  1817,  and  again  in  '20, 
which  office  he  occupied  until  1825.  He  re- 
moved to  St.  Lawrence  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
killed  by  the  kick  of  a  colt  in  1850,  aged  67. 

Seley,  Israel,  a  brother  of  Jonathan,  sr., 
came  in  1770.  He  m.  Peggy  Bromley — was  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution — died  in  1810,  very 
old.  His  children  were:  Latten,  Ephrairn,  John 
and  Peggy,  all  of  whom  removed  West. 

Seley,  Ephraim,  also  a  brother  of  Jonathan, 
settled  here  as  early  as  1770.  He  lived  at  the 
Corners,  being  one  of  its  first  settlers,  and  built 
the  "  Red  Tavern."  He  was  appointed  high- 
way surveyor  in  1773,  one  of  the  assessors  in 
1774  ;  moderator  of  the  annual  meeting  of  ;76, 
and  in  '75  a  delegate,  in  connection  with  Jo- 
seph Soule,  to  represent  the  town  in  the  con- 
vention which  met  at  the  house  of  Martin  Pow- 
ell in  Manchester,  in  regard  to  the  safety  of 
the  settlers;  and,  in  1776.  one  of  the  commit- 
tee to  lay  out  land  in  the  4th  division — one  of 
the  selectmen  in  1773.  He  removed  to  Cana- 
da, where  he  died. 

Sheldon,  Israel,  from  Pawlet,  settled  in 
1840.  His  wife  was  Catherine,  da.  of  Henry 
Herrick.  Their  children  :  Henry,  Mary  Jane, 
Oliver,  Charity,  Betsey  Ann  and  Julia  Ann. — 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war,  distin- 
guished for  bravery  and  good  conduct.  He 
left  the  town  some  20  years  since  for  the  West, 
and  now  resides  in  Salem,  Oregon.  Betsey 
Ann  m.  1st,  Jackson  Sherman  :  2d,  John 
Mclntyre,  who  died  during  the  war  of  1861, 
and  3d,  R.  H.  Clark  of  Mt.  Holly. 

Sherman,  Daniel,  from  Rhode  Island,  au 
early  settler — was  a  magistrate  12  years,  being 
the  fourth  one  elected  in  town.  He  removed 
to Canandagua,  N.  Y.,  in  1805.  His  children 
were  :  Phebe,  Sylvia,  Margaret,  Stephen,  David 
and  Daniel. 

Sherman,  Exjhu,  from  Rhode  Island,  came 
at  an  early  day  and  settled  in  the  north  part  of 
the  town,  where  his  descendants  still  reside, 
lie  was  one  of  the  board  of  selectmen  in  1796  ; 
J  lister  2  years;  grand  juror  2  years:  represent* 
I  ative  to  the  legislature  in  1794,  and  a  magis- 
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trnte  4  years.  He  died  at  a  good  old  age.  hav- 
in ft  tais 'd  a  family  :  Edmund.  Hannah,  Charity, 
John,  Debra,  Lowen  and  Melinda.  John,  m. 
Betsey  Bromley,  and  settled  where  his  sou 
Il.'.rrison  now  resides.  He  was  selectman  3 
v--ars ;  grand  juror  3 — a  good  firmer — accumu 
Irod  a  cood  property,  and  died  in  1864.  aged 
76:  his  wife  in  1863,  aged  73.  Children  :  Lu- 
ci-ida,  d%;  Semantha,  d. ;  Barton  B,  Fanny, 
Random,  Susan,  Jackson  and  Charles. 

SlGNOR.  Henry,  from  Nine  Partners,  at  a 
very  early  day,  was  the  pioneer  seitler  on 
44  Dutch  Hill."  He  was  of  Dutch  descent, 
from  which  the  name  of  that  locality  was  do- 
rived.  Other  settlers  soon  follow  d,  until  the 
settlement  on  "  Dutch  Hill"  became  quite  ex- 
tensive. At  one  time  it  numbered  no  less  than 
IS  families.  That  once  prosperous  settlement 
his  long  since  been  discontinued,  and  but  few 
traces  can  now  be  seen.  There  some  of  our 
most  prominent  men  once  lived:  James  Mc- 
Daniels,  Jared  Lobdel.  Henry  Herrick,  jr.,  the 
Lewises,  the  Buxfons.  and  many  others.  Hen- 
ry Signor  was  a  bright,  noble  hearted  man.  and 
acquired  considerable  property.  He  removed 
to  Peru,  N.  Y.  Children:  Henry,  John,  Char- 
ity,  Betsey  and  Katie. 

Smith,  Caleb,  from  "Oxbridge.  Mass.,  in  1787, 
m.  a  Chickering,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  A.  D.  Smith.  The  spot  where  his 
log-cabin  stood  was  a  dense  wilderness  at  that 
time.  The  firm  still  remains,  as  it  ever  has 
since  its  settlement,  in  the  hands  of  the  family 
Only  one  solitary  appletree  marks  the  spot 
where  the  first  log-house  stood.  A  nice  sugar- 
orchard  of  several  acres  grows  where  it  was 
once  meadow-laud.  Caleb  Smith  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Quaker  society  ;  a  man  of  peaceable 
habits,  whose  name  is  mentioned  by  those  who 
knew  him  with  esteem  and  affectionate  remem- 
brance. His  descendants  have  been  numerous,- 
many  of  whom  still  remain  here,  lie  died  at 
about  80  years  of  age.  Children  were :  Na- 
than, Asa,  Bareck,  Debrah,  Ebenezer,  Lydia 
and  Rhoda.  Nathan  m.  Elizabeth,  da.  of  "Wing 
Rogers,  and  succeeded  to  the  homestead.  In 
1799  he  built  the  house  in  which  his  grandson 
now  lives,  which  at  that  day  was  one  of  the 
best  in  town.  Upon  the  door-handle  is  stamp- 
ed the  date  1799.  It  is  still  kept  in  use,  and 
is  regarded  a  valuable  relic.  But  few  older  I 
relics  of  the  kind  are  found.  Nathan  Smith  I 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Quaker  society.  He  i 
died  in  1824,  aged  71.  A  man  who  was  es- 
teemed by  all  who  knew  him,  can  be  truly 
written  of  hitn.     His  wife  died  in  IS  17,  aged 


50.  Their  children  were:  Barak,  Mercy,  Au- 
gustus, Daniel.  Friend  R.,  Ruth,  Catherine  and 
Lydia.  Daniel  succeeded  to  the  homestead — 
was  married,  1st,  to  Anna  Boyce.  who  died  in 
1*22.  aged  27  !  2d,  Hannah  Potter,  of  Gran- 
ville, N.  Y. — was  an  industrious  farmer  and 
a  good  citizen.  He  died  in  1830,  aged  36  ,  his 
widow  in  1859,  aged  61.  Children  :  Elizabeth, 
m.  Jesse  Hill;  Augustus  D.,  Anna  and  Mary  H. 
who  died  in  1840,  aged  22. 

Smith,  Augustus  D.,  m.  Charity,  da.  of 
"William  Herrick,  and  settled  upon  the  home- 
stead— a  man  of  good  talents,  much  energy,  and 
possessing,  in  a  high  degree,  the  confidence  of 
his  townsmen.  He  has  been  one  of  the  listers 
4,  a  justice  of  the  peace  7  years,  superintend- 
ent of  the  common  schools  from  1857  to  1861, 
making  able  reports  each  year  upon  the  condi- 
tion of  our  schools,  highly  beneficial  ;  and  is 
one  of  our  most  scientific  and  thorough-going 
farmers,  to  which  he  devotes  much  time — par- 
ticularly distinguished  for  the  great  variety  of 
fruit  he  cultivates.  He  has  been  connected  for 
many  years  with  the  Rutland  County  Agricul- 
tural Society,  being  one  of  its  leading  and  most 
active  members.  In  1862  he  was  elected  its 
vice  president,  and  in  '63,  its  president.  He  is 
at  present  treasurer  of  the  society,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  occupied  several  years.  He  is  one 
of  the  leading  dairy-men  in  town,  his  butter 
and  .cheese  having  taken  the  first  premium  at 
our  State  and  County  Fairs.  It  is  also  well 
known  he  is  anion?  the  largest  and  most  cele- 
brated manufacturers  of  maple  sugar  and  syrup 
in  "Western  Vermont,  which  has  a  reputation 
throughout  this  and  other  States,  and  for  which 
he  was  awarded  the  first  premium  at  the  Ver- 
mont and  New  England  Fairs  for  1864  and  '65. 
Many  have  tried  to  compete  with  him,  but  are 
unable  to  produce  a  superior  article.  The  25fh 
anniversary  of  his  marriage  was  celebrated 
with  a  Silver  Wedding.  Jan.  28,  1870,  being 
the  first  one  of  the  kind  which  ever  took 
place  here.  They  have  3  children  now  liv- 
ing: Daniel  C,  Augustus  N.  and  Charity.  Dan- 
iel C.  married  Lois,  da.  of  nenry  Wilber,  and 
has  one  son,  Alvin,  who  makes  the  sixth  gen- 
eration of  the  family  now  living  upon  the 
homestead. 

Smith.  ASA.  son  of  Ebenezer.  m.  Rhoda  Ba- 
ker of  Ea<ton,  N.  Y.,  and  settled  on  the  firm 
now  owned  by  his  son  F.benezer.  He  was 
somewhat  deranged  for  manv  vears,  caused  bv 
receiving  a  blow  upon  the  back  ot  the  head  ; 
and  also  blind  for  manyyenrs;  and  we  are  told 
that  he  did  not  leave  his  farm  for  nearly  20 
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years  previous  to  his  death.  He  died  in  1845, 
aged  65 ;  his  wife  in  '66,  aged  76. 

Smith,  Seneca,  son  of  Enoch  Smith,  was 
born  in  Clarendon,  Feb.  10,  1807.  When  a 
boy  he  cut  bis  knee  with  a  hay-knife,  which 
troubled  him  far  many  years,  and  caused  his 
lameness  through  life.  He  taught  school  in 
Clarendon  several  years.  He  came  to  this 
town  in  1828,  and  soon  after  went  into  the 
mercantile  business  at  the  Corners,  in  company 
with  Charles  Button,  and  continued  with  But- 
ton several  years,  when  he  went  into  company 
with  his  brother  Nathan.  In  18o6  they  erected 
the  large  building  now  used  for  the  cheese-fac- 
tory, in  which  they  conducted  the  mercantile 
business  on  a  large  scale  for  nearly  15  years, 
when  the  company  dissolved.  He  then  went 
into  trade  in  the  old  McDaniels  store,  which  he 
carried  on  several  years.  Mr.  Smith  was  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  trade,  in  oil,  about  25 
years.  In  '55  he  was  appointed  clerk  and  treas- 
urer of  the  "Western  Vermont  railroad  company. 
He  then  resided  at  the  Borough,  where  he  re- 
mained 5  years — was  lister  5,  grand  juror  2, 
town  agent  1.  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  3 
years.  He  was  by  nature  a  scholar,  and  early 
manifested  an  ardent  love  for  books.  Although 
lie  never  entered  the  school  of  law,  3'et  his 
knowledge  of  the  science  was  quite  extensive, 
and  his  practice  considerable.  He  was  a  man 
possessed  of  intellectual  power,  which,  with 
cultivation,  would  have  placed  him  in  the  front 
rank  of  professional  life.  He,  however,  improv- 
ed the  limited  means  afforded  him  to  the  best 
advantage,  and  he  always  favored  improvement, 
and  took  great  interest  in  matters  pertaining  to 
religion  and  education.  He  died  in  1846, 
aged  59. 

Soper.  Joseph,  from  Nine  Partners,  in  1765, 
settled  on  the  farm  now  belonging  to  James 
Stone — was  the  first  settler,  and  made  the  first 
clearing — one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  the 
town,  and  drew  lot  No.  15,  in  the  1st  division. 
Two  of  his  brothers  settled  in  Dorset  about 
the  same  time.  His  log-house  was  the  first, 
erected  in  town  ;  and  there  was  no  other  fam- 
ily in  town  for  several  months.  He  came  with 
two  horses,  bringing  his  family  and  effects  upon 
their  backs,  and  pursuing  his  journey  hero  by 
marked  trees;  and  froze  to  death  a  few  years 
after  his  settlement  here,  and  previous  to  the 
Revolution.  There  had  been  no  grist-mill 
erected  in  town  at  that  time,  and  the  sealers 
w*re  obliged  to  pound  their  corn,  or  go  to  Man- 
chester to  mill,  a  distance  of  14  miles.  It  was 
on  one  of  these  trips  during  the  winter,  and 


when  on  his  way  home  at  night,  that  Soper 
perished.  It  was  a  bitter  cold  night,  accom- 
panied by  a  severe  snow-storm,  and  it  was  sup- 
posed that  he  became  exhausted  by  travel, 
and  overcome  by  cold.  It  was  somewhat  late 
when  he  started  with  his  grist,  and  dark  when 
he  reached  his  brother's  house  in  Dorset.  They 
advised  him  not  return  that  night ;  but  des- 
pite their  entreaties  he  concluded  to  pursue  bia 
journey  across  the  mountain.  His  not  return- 
ing as  expected  that  night  gave  his  family 
much  uneasiness.  All  through  the  night  they 
waited  his  coming  with  great  anxiety  ;  but 
no  sound  could  be  heard  without,  save  the 
howling  of  the  storm,  and  above  this,  at  times, 
j  the  distant  howl  of  the  wolf.  As  neighbors 
j  were  not  plenty,  nothing  could  be  done,  nor 
j  any  search  made  until  morning.  His  brothers, 
fearing  something  might  have  befallen  him,  de- 
termined in  the  morning  to  come  to  Dan  by, 
and  ascertain  if  he  had  reached  home  in  safe- 
ty. Following  the  path  as  nearly  as  possible, 
they  at  last  found  the  team  and  grist,  and  the 
body  of  Soper  beside  a  tree,  where  it  was  sup- 
posed he  had  sat  down  and  frozen  to  death — it 
being  less  than  one  mile  from  his  home.  The 
body  was  buried  in  a  hollow  log,  on  the  spot 
where  found  ;  it  being  on  the  laud  now  owned 
by  John  Hilliard,  nearly  opposite  the  residence 
of  Ezra  Harrington;  and  an  old  stump  is  still 
sianding  near  the  grave — the  first  ever  made 
in  town. 

Southwick,  Josiah,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, born  in  1777 — came  to  Danby  when  but 
24  years  of  age;  m.  Mary  Baker  of  Granville, 
N.  Y.,  and,  in  1801,  settled  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  lives.  He  is  a  son  of  Lawrence  South- 
wick, a  native  of  Salem,  Mass.,  and  was  one  of 
a  family  of  20  children,  lie  being  the  19'h 
child.  His  grandmother  was  the  daughter  of 
John  Franklin,  a  printer  of  Newport,  R.  I., 
who  was  brother  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  the 
celebrated  philosopher.  Mr.  Southwick  is  at 
present  the  oldest  inhabitant  of  the  town,  be- 
ing 93  years  of  age — is  a  robust,  healthy  old 
man  ;  his  mental  and  physical  powers  being 
quite  unimpaired.  He  can  read  common  print 
without  spectacles,  and  his  memory  at  this 
advanced  age  is  good.  Nearly  the  whole  world 
of  mankind,  living  at  the  time  ho  was  born, 
have  died.  He  has  been  a  hard  laboring,  in- 
dustrious farmer,  and  a  man  of  excellent  habits; 
j  is  a  member  of  the  Quaker  society,  a  Republi- 
can by  principle,  and  although  never  having 
been  an  active  politician,  he  has  attended  every 
presidential  election  since  his  residence  here. 
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We  hope  that  many  years  may  yet  bo  by  a 
kind  providence  meted  out  to  him.  He  is  one 
of  the  old  land  marks,  and  the  only  remaining 
link  which  connects  us  with  the  Revolutionary 
times.  Two  generations  have  passed  away 
gince  his  settlement  here,  and  there  are  less 
than  a  dozen  living  here  now,  who  were  here 
at  that  time.  He  is  a  man  of  cheerful  disposi- 
tion, wit  and  humor,  and  possessing  a  large 
fund  of  anecdote.  Many  of  his  stories,  al- 
though relating  to  events  of  seventy-five  or 
eighty  years  ago,  are  still  told  with  the  ardor 
of  youth.  Mr.  Southwick  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried :  his  last  wife's  name  was  Rachael  Brown, 
with  whom  he  now  lives — has  but  two  chil- 
dren, William  and  Hannah.  Hannah  marri- 
ed Joseph  Fletcher,  and  lives  upon  the  home- 
stead. 

Sowle,  Wesson,  from  Westport,  Mass.,  set- 
tled at  an  early  day — was  the  son  of  Joseph 
Sowle,  from  England,  who  was  one  of  the  orig- 
inal  proprietors  of  the  town,  and  an  early  set- 
tler here.  Wesson  returned  to  Westport,  where 
he  died  at  the  a?e  of  97.  Children  :  Mary, 
Lizzie  Hannah,  James  and  Hiram. 

Sowle,  James,  came  about  the  year  1791, 
and  settled  on  the  farm  purchased  by  his  father, 
Wesson.  He  was  a  seafaring  man,  and  when 
young  went  out  on  a  whaling  voyage,  with  two 
of  his  brothers.  They  were  finally  taken  prison- 
ers by  a  privateer,  when  his  brothers  died,  but 
James  escaped.  He  m.  ratience  McOmber — 
was  a  respectable  farmer  here  for  many  years  : 
died  at  W<  stport,  aged  63.  Children  :  William, 
Wesson,  Gardner,  James,  John  and  Pardon. 

Stafford,  Rowland,  was  a  very  early  settler 
here — lived  at  the  Borough,  where  he  kept  tav- 
cn  a  number  of  years,  near  the  site  of  the 
present  hotel — was  selectman  2.  and  lister  8 
years.    He  removed  to  Peru,  X.  Y. 

Staples,  Abraham,  from  Rhode  Island,  m. 
an  Arnold,  and  settled  where  Harris  0.  Herrick 
t  now  lives — removed  with  his  family  to  Troy, 
N.  Y.,  in  ISO.'). 

Staples,  Jonathan',  brother  of  Abraham, 
also  from  Rhode  Island,  a  soldier  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  drew  a  pension,  was  one  of  the  ear- 
ly settlers  here  ;  m.  Rachael  Holbrook ;  both 
died  about  the  year  1840,  quite  old.  Children  : 
Sally,  Sylvia,  Ellery,  Willard,  Rachael.  Abra- 
ham and  Jonathan. 

Staplks,  Ellf.ry,  born  in  1784,  m.  Alvira 
Skceles,  first  settled  where  Henry  Rogers  lives, 
afterwards  on  the  Sylvanus  Took  farm ;  was 
an  excellent  farmer  and  a  valued  citizen  :  he 
died  in  1861,  aged  77  ;   his  widow  iu  1S70, 


aged  81.  Children:  Lydia,  Sarah,  Eunice, 
Amanda,  Olive,  William,  Almira,  Eliza  Ann, 
Sylvia,  Rhoda,  Rachael  and  William  Elle- 
ry.  Sarah  m.  Jonathan  Crocker,  and  lives  in 
Lewinsville,  Ya.  He  was  an  uncompromising 
union  man,  during  the  rebellion  of  1861,  and 
was  obliged  several  times  to  leave  his  home, 
and  take  his  family  to  Washington.  He  was 
connect-  d  with  the  army  a  portion  of  the  time 
as  suttler. 

Staples,  Edwin,  m.  Louisa,  da.  of  Ira  Tail, 
and  succeeded  to  the  homestead.  She  died  in 
1849,  aged  25.  He  next  m.  Margaret  Y.,  da. 
of  David  Lapham.  He  has  an  artificial  pond, 
built  at  considerable  expense,  well  stocked  with 
trout  and  other  kinds  of  fish. 

Tabor,  Water,  from  Tiverton.  R.  I.,  in  1770, 
settled  where  the  woolen  factory  was  built — 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  a  tanner  and  cur- 
rier by  trade,  and  associated  wiih  Micajah 
Weed  in  that  business — removed  to  Mt.  Tabor, 
about  the  year  1792,  and  died  in  1806.  Chil- 
dren :  Rosamond,  Gideon,  Hannah,  John, 
Lydia,  Peleg,  Phebe,  Water  and  Mary. 

Thompson.  Israel,  a  native  of  Swanzy.  N. 
H,  came  to  Dan  by  in  1S17;  m.  Mariam  Al- 
drich  ;  died  Dec.  IS,  1849,  aired  81  ;  his  wife 
June  26,  1851,  aged  76.  Their  children  are: 
Lydia,  John,  Israel,  Silas,  Samuel,  Joanna  and 
Mariam.  John  m.  Nancy  Whitehorn,  and  set- 
led  in  Granby,  N.  Y. :  Silas  m.  Lucy  Ingraraa, 
settled  in  Wallingford,  where  he  d:ed.  Joanna 
m.  Samuel  Croff. 

Tolman,  Dr.  Ebenezer,  was  the  first  physi- 
cian who  came  to  this  town.  His  name  was 
on  the  roll  of  1778.  He  was  also  a  land  spec- 
ulator, and  a  prominent  man  in  town  affairs — 
remained  here  until  about  the  year  1800,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Adam  Johnson  in  the 
practice  of  medicine.  Dr.  Tolman  was  a  good 
physician,  and  a  man  of  talent,  although  but 
very  little  is  known  respecting  him.  We  are 
unable  to  learn  to  what  place  he  removed. 

Tyron,  Elisha.  settled  on  a  portion  of  the 
farm  owned  by  H.  S.  Herrick,  where  he  kept 
a  store  for  many  years — was  considered  one  of 
ihe  wealthiest  men  of  his  day.  It  was  at  his 
store  that  James  McDaniels  was  employed  as 
clerk  several  years,  and  through  his  assistance 
McDaniels  was  started  in  life.  He  was  a  man 
of  good  business  habits,  and  was  sueee--ful  for 
many  years — was  a  kind  hearted  and  pleasant 
!  man,  and  highly  esteemed;  being  very  liberal 
land  public  spirited  and  charitable,  almost  to  a 
fault.  Finally,  by  some  speculation,  he  lose 
his  property,  and  became  somewhat  destitute 
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in  after  life.  He  removed  to  Manchester, 
where  he  died. 

Vail,  Capt.  Micah,  born  in  1730,  was  the 
seventh  son  of  Moses  Vail,  of  Huntington, 
Long  Island,  and  of  English  descent ;  m.  Mary 
Briggs,  and  was  one  of  the  first  five  settlers 
who  came  here  in  1763.  It  may  be  truly  said 
that  he  was  one  of  the  fathers  of  the  town. 
He  was  moderator  of  the  annual  town  meet- 
ings in  1773  and  '74,  one  of  the  selectmen  in 
'70,  and  again  in  '75:  was  associated  with  Al- 
len, Warner  and  others,  in  defending  the  rights 
of  the  people,  during  the  struggle  between 
New  York  and  New  Hampshire  •  being  for  sev 
eral  years  a  member  of  the  committee  of  safe- 
ty— represented  Danby  in  the  convention  which 
met  at  the  house  of  Capt.  Kent,  in  Dorset,  in 
1776,  and  "declared  the  New  Hampshire 
grants  a  free  and  separate  district."  He  was 
an  intimate  friend  of  Ethan  Allen,  whose  house 
Allen  frequently  visited.  The  "  haughty  land- 
jobbers  at  New  York"  found  in  Capt.  Vail  a 
strong  opponent  to  their  unjust  measures,  and 
the  settlers  a  firm  friend.  But  few  of  the  early 
settlers  were  more  prominent  and  useful  in  or- 
ganizing the  town  and  society.  He  and  his 
wife  both  died  of  the  measles  in  1777,  the  same 
day  and  were  buried  in  the  same  grave.  Tra- 
dition says  that  they  died  from  the  effects  of 
poison,  administered  to  them  by  a  tory  doctor, 
after  they  had  nearly  recovered  from  the  mea- 
sles. Their  children  were  :  Deborah.  Hannah 
Louisa.  Eunice,  Moses,  John,  Phebe,  Lucretia, 
Edward  and  Micah. 

Vail,  Capt.  Joey,  sixth  child  of  Micah  Vail, 
was  born  1757, — twice  m.,  first  to  Lois  Allen, 
and  next  to  Catherine  "Weller.  daughter  cf  Eli  - 
akim  Weller  of  Manchester.  He  settled  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  Eunice  Reed.  Land 
for  the  cemetery,  near  her  residence,  was  given 
by  him  to  the  town.  Although  quite  young, 
during  the  struggle  with  New  York,  he  partic- 
ipated in  the  deliberations  of  the  settlers,  and 
was  prominent  in  maintaining  the  rights  of  the 
people  in  those  trying  times.  He  also  partici- 
pated in  the  struggle  for  Independence,  and 
was  captain  of  a  company  of  militia.  Great 
confidence  was  placed  in  him,  and  he  exerted 
a  controling  influence.  He  died  in  1790.  aged 
33,  leaving  two  children  :  Isaac  and  Nancy. 

Vail,  John  H,  married  Samantha.  da.  of  Ira 
Vail — resided  in  Danby  until  1834;  removed 
to  Dor*-t.  where  ho  remained  until  1836;  re- 
turned to  Danby,  and  was  clerk  in  the  store  of 
Lapham  &  Vail  uutil  April,  1837;  then  went 
to  South  Walliugford  in  the  mercantile  business, 


in  partnership  with  Jesse  Lapham,  A  R.  Vail 
and  John  Vail;  was  connected  with  that  firm 
7  years  ;  remained  in  South  Wallingford.  a  por- 
tion of  his  time  being  devoted  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  until  1S42,  when  he  came  back  to 
Danby,  and  resided  until  the  spring  of  1859  ; 
removed  to  Brandon,  where  he  now  resides. 
In  the  fall  of  1842.  he.  together  with  his  broth- 
er Isaac,  went  into  trade,  in  which  he  was  in- 
terested about  one  year.  During  1851,  '52. 
and  a  part  of  '53.  he  was  general  agent  of  the 
"Western  Vermont  R.  R.  Co  ;  and.  in  1857, 
elected  cashier  of  Danby  bank.  After  his  re- 
moval to  Brandon,  he  was  connected  with  the 
Flowe  Scale  Co.  of  that  place  as  agent. 

Vail,  Isaac,  J.,  m.  Laura  F.  Andrus  of  Wal- 
ingfbrd.  and  settled  in  the  mercantile  business 
at  the  Borough,  a  number  of  years.  He  also 
went  into  trade  at  Granville,  N.  Y.,  in  1842, 
On  retiring  from  mercantile  business,  he  went 
to  reside  in  Dorset,  where  he  remained  several 
years ;  and,  in  1857,  was  elected  president  of 
the  Danby  bank,  and  now  resides  in  Brandon, 
being  connected  with  the  Rutland  &  Burling- 
ton R.  R.  Co.  as  wood  agent. 

Vail,  Edward,  ninth  child  of  Micah,  was 
born  in  1756,  and  came  here  with  his  father  in 
1765  being  but  9  years  of  age — m.  Margaret  Al- 
len, and  settled  on  what  has  since  been  known 
as  the  u  Vail  farm  "  north  of  the  Corners,  where 
he  lived  and  died.  From  his  having  settled 
here  at  an  early  day.  he  became  inured  to  toil 
and  hardship,  by  which  he  acquired  a  good 
property.  His  public  spirit  and  capability  to 
serve  the  town  gave  him  frequent  offices. — 
He  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  elected  in 
1781,  which  office  he  occupied  19  years — was 
town  clerk  and  treasurer  21  years,  being  the 
longest  term  any  one  has  served  in  that  office  ; 
selectman  5  years  ;  lister  4  years,  and  one  of 
the  early  representatives  of  the  town  to  the 
Legislature.  He  was  a  man  of  good  habits — 
'attended  strictly  to  his  own  business,  and  tookt 
equally  as  much  interest  in  shaping  the  affairs 
of  the  town.  He  died  in  1837,  aged  81,  being 
one  of  the  last  who  died,  who  was  living  here 
at  the  time  the  town  was  organized.  For  sev- 
enty-two years  he  witnessed  its  growth,  having 
shared  in  its  trials,  prosperity  and  honors.  His 
descendants  have  been  numerous,  although  but 
few  are  now  living  in  town.  The  names  of 
his  children  were  :  Moses,  Ira,  Allen,  Edward, 
Micah,  Eunice,  John  and  Semantha.  Ira  m. 
Hannah  Randal! — was  a  gued  farmer  and  a 
worthy  man  ;  a  justice  of  the  peace  12  years; 
died  in  1816,  aged  63  years  ;  his  wife  in  1S57, 
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aged  71.  Children:  Edwin,  Anson,  Albert ; 
Mary  m.  Ira  M.  Frazer;  Semantha,  Almon  and 
Louisa. 

Edward,  jr.,  born  in  1791.  m.  Sally,  da,  of 
Henry  Herrick,  jr.,  and  succeeded  to  the  home- 
stead— was  selectman  6  years  ;  lister  2  ;  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  6.  and  town  clerk  and  treasur- 
er at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  also  held  a 
colonel's  commission  in  the  State  militia ;  was 
a  man  of  wealth,  and  possessed  the  confidence 
of  the  people  ;  but  died  in  1841,  aged  50 ;  his 
widow  still  survives  him.  Their  children  were  : 
Piatt  G.,  Ira  H.,  William,  Lovisa  and  Margaret. 

Tail,  John',  son  of  Edward,  m.  Ruth,  da.  of 
Stephen  Rogers,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Ira  H.  Yail,  being  for  many  years 
one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  town — 
was  a  man  of  good  talent ;  was  town  clerk  and 
treasurer  11  years,  selectman  2,  lister  4,  town 
agent  1,  and  a  magistrate  12  years.  He  remov- 
ed to  the  Boroush,  where  he  died  in  1848,  aged 
63;  his  wife  in  1840,  aged  53.  Children: 
Aaron  R.,  George  0.,  Moses  and  Semantha. 

Yail,  Aaron*  R.,  m.  Sophronia,  da.  of  Jesse 
Lapham,  and  settled  at  the  Borough  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  for  a  number  of  yars,  being 
connected  with  the  firm  of  Lapham,  Yail  &  Co., 
and  was  one  of  the  successful  merchants  of  the 
town.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  slate  busi- 
ness, and  resides  at  Fairhaven. 

Yatjghan-,  Warren-,  m.  Lucy  Allen  of  Yer- 
gennes.  and  succeeded  to  the  homestead,  hav- 
ing devoted  his  life  to  agricultural  pursuits — 
has  been  successful  in  acquiring  property,  and 
is  now  the  largest  land-holder  in  the  town  ;  has 
been  constable  and  collector  3,  and  trustee  of 
surplus  monev  8  year3. 

Ward,  Moses,  born  in  1787,  was  an  early 
settler;  was  constable  herein  1815,  and  also 
deputy  sheriff ;  was  m.  in  1810,  to  Betsey,  da. 
of  John  Harrington,  and  removed  to  Poultney, 
where  lie  died  in  1862.  Their  children :  Al- 
mira,  William  H.,  Walter,  Ann  M.,  Hiram,  James 
U.,  Benjamin  F.,  David  B.,  Solon,  Martin,  Ly 
man  S.  and  Sarah  J. 

Weller,  Nathan',  came  from  Nine  Partners 
in  the  spring  of  1767,  and  settled  on  a  portion 
of  the  farm  now  owned  by  William  Otis,  Ho 
bore  a  conspicuous  part  in  organizing  and  set- 
tling the  town  ;  was  selectman  11  years  from 
1770;  town  treasurer  in  1772,  and  Hater  4 
years.  He  died  at  a  good  old  age.  The  names 
of  his  children  wore  Nathan,  David,  Jonathan, 
HubboL  Rhoda,  Katie,  Sally,  Harry  and  Mary 
Ann. 

Williams,  Stephen*,  from  Rhode  Island  in 


1776,  was  tli©  first  settler  on  the  farm  owned  by 
Ira  Edmunds:  he  was  a  son  of  Goliah  Wil- 
liams and  grandson  of  Joseph  Williams,  and  of 
English  descent.  He  became  one  of  the  largest 
land-holders  in  town.  He  was  the  first  grand 
juror  elected,  which  office  he  held  several  years, 
and  besides  was  honored  with  various  other  po- 
sitions of  trust.  He  removed  to  Concord,  Erie 
Co.,  N.  Y.  His  children  were  :  Hosea,  Sally, 
David,  John,  Hannah,  Pruda,  Sylvia,  Daniel, 
Isham  and  Phebe. 

Williams,  Roger,  brother  of  Stephen,  an 
early  settler  from  Rhode  Island,  was  a  land-job- 
ber, a  man  of  considerable  property,  and  high- 
ly respected  in  the  community.  For  his  affair 
with  John  Hart,  see  pages  625-26.  He  set- 
tled on  the  farm  owned  by  Joel  Colvin  ;  was  a 
representative  in  1783,  and  a  magistrate  13 
years. 

Wiiliams,  Olnet,  from  Rhode  Island  in  1832, 
rn.  Susan,  da.  of  William  Roberts — born  March 
2,  1793  ;  settled  at  the  Corners,  and  is  now  the 
oldest  inhabitant  of  the  place. 

Williams,  John  C,  was  born  June  26.  1843, 
and  m.  Nora,  da.  of  James  Colvin,  in  1868.  He 
has  labored  on  a  farm,  been  clerk  in  a  store,  and 
taught  school  several  winters:  was  superintend- 
ent of  common  schools  in  1865  and  'G6  ;  in  '66 
was  appointed  constable  and  collector,  which 
offices  he  still  retains.  He  was  this  year  ( 187< ') 
appointed  assistant  marshal  to  help  in  taking 
the  ninth  census.  From  his  44  History  of  Dan 
by"  we  have  selected  these  biographical  sketch- 
es of  its  early  settlers. 

Wilbur,  Isaac,  only  son  of  George  Wilbur, 
was  born  in  1782,  and  is  now  the  oldest  man 
living  in  town,  who  was  born  here :  m.  Nancy 
Aldrich,  who  died  in  1863  ;  has  been  select- 
man, lister,  justiceof  the  peace,  cfec.  but  long  since 
retired  from  active  business  pursuits.  Eis  de- 
clining years  have  been  blessed  with  the  fruits 
of  honest  and  well  directed  toil.  Although  his 
frame  is  bowed  with  the  weight  of  over  four- 
score years,  with  a  failing  memory,  and  ener- 
gies impaired,  he  still  lives  on,  calmly  awaiting 
the  time  when  he  shall  bo  called  to  that  "  laud 
where  the  weary  rest." 

Wing,  Joseph,  from  Dartmouth,  in  1775,  set- 
tled on  the  farm  now  owned  by  A.  A.  Math- 
ewson.  He  emigrated  from  Eueland  at  an 
early  day  and  settled  in  Dartmouth.  He  held 
two  commissions  there  under  Kin.r  George; 
one  as  constable  and  the  other  as  captain  in 
the  militia:  died  in  1S10,  a^ed  90.  Chi]  Ir  sa: 
Giles.  Matthew,  Elizabeth,  Ruth  and  Mary. — 
Matthew  was  twice  m. ;  first  to  Catherine  Bui- 
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lis,  and  next  to  Keziah  Jenkins,  who  died  in 
1839,  aged  70.  lie  came  here  with  his  father 
at  the  age  of  12— died  in  Mt.  Holly  during  the 
epidemic  of  1S13,  aged  o0.  Children:  Benjamin, 
Catherine,  John,  Daniel,  Stephen,  Seneca,  Nel- 
son, Thomas,  Anson  and  Andrew,  twins  ;  and 
Charles.  Benjamin  m.  Elsie  Nichols,  and  set- 
tled in  Canada.  During  the  war  of  1812  he 
left  and  settled  in  Mt.  Holly,  where  he  died. 
Seneca  became  a  physician,  and  settled  in  Il- 
linois. 

Willard,  Capt.  Jonathan,  although  not  a 
settler,  was  the  principal  grantee  of  this  town. 

White,  John  C,  son  of  Hosea  While,  from 
Mt.  Holly,  m.  Cynthia,  da.  of  Nathan  Lapham, 
and  settled  where  Henry  Griffin  now  lives — 
was  selectman  3,  lister  2,  and  magistrate  5 
years.  Was  a  captain  in  the  State  militia,  and 
died  about  the  year  1840,  leaving  but  one  son, 
John  J .,  who  settled  in  Buffalo.  N.  T. 

Whipple,  Dr.  E.  0.,  was  born  at  Athens,  Vt., 
in  1831,  and  studied  his  profession  with  Profs. 
Bradford  and  Sprague,  of  Randolph.  He  grad- 
uated at  Castleton  Med.  Col.  in  1848,  and  locat- 
ed in  Danby  the  same  year,  and  has  acquired 
during  his  long  residence  here  the  reputation 
of  a  skillful'  physician,  and  had  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  practice.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  as  a  citizen  is  highly 
esteemed.  He  m.  Augusta  Sawyer,  and  they 
have  but  one  son,  Frank,  now  living. 

Youngs.  David,  a  native  of  Paizley,  Scot- 
land, came  to  Danby  at  the  age  of  16,  and  was 
among  our  early  merchants.  He  m.  Charlana 
Eggleston,  and  was  a  resident  of  this  town 
until  his  death.  He  possessed  a  peculiar  tact 
for  business,  which  was  united  with  industry 
and  a  will  to  accomplish.  When  quite  young 
he  commenced  peddling,  as  his  first  experience 
in  trade,  and  soon  after  went  into  the  mercan- 
tile business,  in  connection  with  Robert  Green, 
iu  which  he  continued  a  number  of  years.  He 
was  also  iu  trade  with  Williams  and  Eggleston, 
after  which  tte  purchased  the  clothing-mill  of 
Hosea  Williams.  In  1821  he  built  a  woolen- 
mill  at  the  Borough,  which  he  run  until  1887 
when  it  was  burned.  He  was  selectman  7, 
grand  juror  2,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  3 
years.  He  died  in  1840;  his  wife  in  1842. 
Children:  Samuel  B.,  Harriet,  Fanny,  David 
and  Alexander. 

soldiers'  record. 

The  Revolutionary  war  is  the  first  in 
which  any  of  our  citizens  were  engaged,  and 
notwithstanding  the  controversy  with  New 


York,  they  were  ever  ready  to  co-operate 
with  other  towns  on  the  grants,  against  the 
common  enemy.  These  were  times  "  that 
tried  men's  souls,"  and  while  engaged  with 
the  common  enemy,  and  with  New  York, 
they  had  to  cope  with  a  more  dangerous  foe 
within  their  own  midst,  the  tories,  against 
whom  they  were  greatly  incensed,  and  while 
they  applied  the  "  Beach  Seal"  to  the  naked 
backs  of  the  "haughty  New  Yorkers,"  they 
hung  the  tories  convicted  of  "enmical  "  con- 
duct to  the  nearest  tree. 

A  good  many  of  the  early  settlers  of  the 
town  participated  in  this  war.  During  the 
invasion  of  Burgoyne,  a  company  of  militia 
was  organized  here,  and  some  of  our  citizens 
were  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Bennington. 
Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  there  were 
many  of  the  Revolutionary  soldiers  who  set- 
tled in  this  town,  the  most  of  them  remain- 
ing till  their  death.  It  is  many  years  since 
the  last  one  died,  and  but  little  knowledge 
of  them  is  now  within  our  reach.  Although 
no  monument  marks  the  place  of  many,  and 
even  the  names  of  some  are  fading  from  the 
memory,  we  will  gather  up  what  few  frag- 
ments are  still  left,  and  transmit  them  to  our 
posterity. 

"  Here  rest  the  great  and  good, — here  they  repose 
After  their  generous  toil.    A  sacred  band, 
They  take  their  sleep  together,  while  the  year 
Comes  with  its  e.trly  flowers  to  deck  their  graves 
And  gather  them  again,  as  winter  frowns. 
Theirs  is  no  vulgar  sepulcher, — green  sods 
Are  all  their  monument' ;  and  yet  it  tells 
A  nobler  history  than  pillared  piles, 
Or  the  eternal  pyramids.    They  need 
No  statue  nor  inscription  to  reveal 
Their  greatness.    It  is  round  them  ;  and  the  joy 
With  which  their  children  tread  the  hallowed  ground 
That  holds  their  venerated  bones,  the  peace 
That  smiles  on  all  they  fought  for,  and  the  wealth 
That  clothes  the  land  they  rescued, — these,  though 
mute 

As  feeling  is  when  deepest. — these 

Are  monuments  more  lasting,  than  the  fanes 

Reared  to  the  kings  and  demigods  of  old. 

"Touch  not  the  ancient  trees,  that  bend  their  heads 

Over  their  lowly  graves;  beneath  their  boughs 

There  is  a  solemn  darkness,  even  at  noon, 

Suited  to  such  as  vi-it  at  the  shrine 

Of  serious  liberty.    No  factious  voice 

Called  them  unto  the  field  of  generous  fame, 

Cut  the  pure  consecrated  love  of  home. 

No  deeper  feeling  sways  us,  when  it  wakes 

In  all  its  greatness.    It  bos  told  its.-lf 

To  the  astonished  g.ize  of  awe-struck  kind's, 

At  Marathon,  at  Bauuockuufii,  and  hi  re, 

Where  first  our  patriots  sent  the  invaders  back 

Broken  and  cowed.    Lot  those  green  elms  bo  all 
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To  tell  ns  whore  they  fought,  and  where  they  lie. 
Tb>?ir  fe^lin^s  were  all  nature  ;  and  ibey  need 
ffo  art  to  make  them  known.    They  need 
}fo  column  pointing  to  the  heaven  they  sought, 
To  tell  us  of  their  home.    Let  these  trees 
Bend  their  protecting  sh  idowa  o'er  their  graves, 
And  build  with  their  green  roof  the  only  fane, 
Where  wo  may  gather  on  the  hallowed  day, 
That  rose  to  them  in  blood,  and  set  in  glory." 

We  annex,  in  addition  to  the  names  given 
on  page  590,  a  list  of  revolutionary  soldiers 
who  settled  in  this  town,  with  the  rank,  and 
age  and  year  of  decease,  of  each  one  so  far  as 
we  have  been  able  to  ascertain  : 

Age.  Tear. 
Ephraim  Briggs,  72 
William  Bromley,  90  1848 

Joshua  Bromley,  63  1825 

John  Brock,  75  1829 

Rufus  Bucklin,  84  1841 

Joseph  Button,  80 
Capt.  .lohn  Burt, 

Capt.  Stephen  Calkins,         83  1841 

Dennis  Canfield,  80 

Abraham  Chase, 

David  Comstock, 

Jonathan  Crandall,  85 

Obadiah  Edmunds,  1809 

Benedict  Eggleston,  95  1859 

Henry  Frost, 

Capt.  Wm.  Gage,  82 

Thos.  Harrington, 

Israel  Harrington,  72 

Henry  Herrick,  89  1827 

Miner  Hilliard,  84  1847 

Abel  Horton,  86  1842 

Daniel  Hulett,  90  1838 

Dr.  Adam  Johnston,  54  1806 

William  Lake,  1850 

Capt.  Elijah  Lillie,  87  1844 

Henry  Lewis, 

Peter  Lewis, 

Elisha  Lincoln,  1830 
Darius  Lobdel,  67  1796 

Lieut.  Abraham  Locke,        67  1820 
Jonathan  Mabbitt, 
Ephraim  Mallory,  75 
Jabeth  Mattoson, 
Gideon  Moody, 
Lieut.  John  Mott, 
Israel  Phillips, 
John  Priest, 
Isaac  Reed, 
William  Roberts, 
Joseph  Ross, 
Jonathan  Seley, 
Water  Tabor, 
Gid«on  Tabor, 
Capt.  Micah  Vail, 
Capt.  John  Vail, 
I?aac  Wade, 
Ebenezer  Wilson. 


80 
85 
80 
85 
83 
70 

90 

61 
43 
40 


1825 
1849 


1845 
1829 


1806 
1314 
1777 
1790 
1S37 


THE  WAR  OF  1812. 

After  30  years  of  peace,  in  1812,  our  na- 
tion was  again  involved  in  a  war  with  Great 
Britain.    Our  citizens  did   not  hesitate  to 


take  up  arm3  against  their  old  enemy,  in 
defense  of  the  liberty  and  independence  their 
fathers  had  won.  The  impressment  of  our 
seamen  by  the  British,  and  the  plundering 
of  our  commerce  was  a  sufficient  cause  for  a 
declaration  of  war,  which  act  Congress  pass- 
ed the  18th  of  June,  1812.  It  is  the  duty  of 
every  nation  to  protect  and  defend  its  own 
citizens,  and  when  the  right  to  exercise  this 
was  denied  us,  the  genius  of  freedom  was 
again  aroused,  and  after  a  contest  of  3  years, 
peace  was  restored  to  a  free,  united  and  in- 
dependent nation. 

We  annex  a  list  of  those  who  entered  the 
service,  viz.  William  Bromley,  jr.,  Oliver 
Emerson,  Luther  Briggs,  David  Benson,  Ed- 
ward Tabor,  Noah  Gifford,  Gideon  Moody, 
Rufus  Bucklin,  jr.,  and  Moses  Harrington. 
Name3  of  those  who  were  drafted  :  John  Col- 
vin,  Israel  Colvin,  Levi  Parris,  Jacob  Mc 
Daniels,  Consider  Frink,  Stephen  Calkins, 
jr.,  John  Vail,  Isaac  Vail,  Ira  Seley,  Enoch 
Colvin,  Joseph  Bartlett,  Benoni  Colvin,  and 
Bromley  Seley. 

THE  MEXICAN  WAR,  1846. 

The  object  of  the  Mexican  war  being  the 
acquisition  of  more  territory,  in  which  to  ex- 
tend the  institution  of  slavery,  it  did  not 
arouse  the  sympathy  of  our  citizens.  A  large 
amount  of  territory  however  was  acquired, 
popular  States,  and  thriving  cities  have 
developed,  and  instead  of  its  becoming  slave 
territory,  the  larger  portion  was  consecrated 
to  freedom.  Notwithstanding,  the  necessity 
of  the  war  was  not  generally  concurred  in  by 
our  citizens.  We  have  the  names  of  16  re- 
cruits who  went  from  this  town,  viz.  Darwin 
Ballard,  Elisha  Bradley,  Hiram  Harrington, 
Samuel  Hall,  Daniel  Hilliard,  Chauncey 
Maxham,  Jamon  Preston,  Caleb  Roberts, 
Oliver  Sheldon,  C.  Smith,  Wesson  Soule, 
Henry  Tufts,  Stephen  Woods,  Willard 
Woods,  L.  Smith,  and  Hiram  Wait. 

Below  will  be  found  a  cony  of  a  letter 
written  to  Miner  Hilliard,  Esq.,  in  1848,  and 
which  gives  a  better  record  of  the  recruits 
from  this  town,  than  we  could  give  : 

"  Pachica,  Mextco,  Feb.  4th,  IS  IS. 

Deas  Sir: — Yours  of  Dec.  10th.  was  re- 
ceive 1  by  last  mail,  and  I  writ';  in  answer, 
for  the  reason  that  the  Capt.  is  at  present 
unable,  having  hurt  his  hand  whilst  visiting 
the  mines  at  Rio  Del  Montis.  Danby  I  be- 
lieve, furnished  16  recruits  for  the  Vermont 
company,  and  at  present  as  far  as  I  know 
they  are  as  follows  :  Ballard  is  in  hospital  in 
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the  city  of  Mexico,  left  Dec.  26th,  1847; 
Bradley  died  of  fever  in  hospital,  city  of  Mex- 
ico, Oct.  5th,  1847  ;  Harrington  was  trans- 
ferred to  Co.  K,  June  5th,  1847,  and  was 
left  sick  in  hospital  Vera  Cruz,  July  12th, 
1847 ;  Hall  was  wounded  at  Cherubuseo,  in 
the  shoulder.  After  recovery  of  his  wound 
he  died  in  hospital  at  Mexico,  Nov.  IGth, 
1847  ;  Hilliard  deserted  at  Fort  Adams,  May 
26th,  1847 ;  Maxham  was  left  sick  in  hospi- 
tal at  Puebla,  Aug.  6th,  1847  ;  o:  hers  left 
sick  at  the  same  time  who  have  since  joined 
the  Co.,  report  him  as  having  recovered  and 
on  duty  ;  Preston  is  with  the  Co.,  and  well ; 
Roberta  was  left  sick  in  hospital  at  Puebla, 
the  Oth,  and  died  Aug  26th,  1817  ;  Chauncey 
Smith  is  well  and  with  his  Co.  doing  duty  ; 
Sowle  was  wounded  in  the  ancle,  at  Cheru- 
busco.  After  getting  well  and  returning  to 
his  company  for  duty,  was  taken  with  the 
brain  fever  and  died  in  the  hospital  at  Mex- 
ico, Oct  15th,  1847  ;  Tufts  deserted  at  Fort 
Adams,  May  26th,  1847;  Stephen  Woods 
was  left  sick  in  hospital  Dec.  26th,  1847  ; 
he  has  been  in  hospital  some  four  months 
and  will  probably  be  discharged  as  soon  as  he 
recovers;  Wiilard  Woods  is  present  with  the 
Co.  doing  duty,  and  is  well  and  hearty  ;  Lu- 
ther Smith  is  present  with  the  Co.,  he  has 
just  recovered  from  a  severe  lit  of  sickness, 
but  is  now  well  and  doing  duty.  For  his 
good  conduct  at  Contreras  and  Oherubuseo, 
he  was  promoted  to  be  a  corporal,  which  post 
he  holds  now  ;  Wait  died  in  hospital  at  Mex- 
ico, Nov.  13th,  1847. 

In  conclusion  permit  me  to  say  that  with 
the  exception  of  two  who  thought  discretion 
the  better  part  of  valor,  the  Dauby  boys 
have  nobly  sustained  their  own  reputation, 
and  the  reputation  of  the  State  to  which 
they  belong.  Danby  may  well  be  proud  of 
them.  With  much  respect, 

I  remain,  yours, 
N.  C.  "Millep., 
1st  Sergt.  Co.  D.,  Oth  Infantry." 

THE  WAR  OF  1861 — 5. 

Danby  bore  her  part  faithfully  during  the 
struggle.  This  town  was  among  the  first  to 
respond  to  the  call  of  the  government  for 
men,  and  it  has  a  record  of  winch  her  citizens 
may  well  be  proud.  Although  called  upon 
from  time  to  time  to  raise  large  bounties  and 
large  taxes,  yet  when  the  war  closed,  every 
dollar  of  the  war  debt  was  paid.  The  quota 
required  at  different  times,  was  promptly 
filled,  and  the  bounties  vot;d  without  hesita- 
tion. The  town  paid  in  bounties  $18,625, 
the  bounties  ranging  from  $100  to  $1,200. 
There  are  doubtless  not  many  towns  in  the 
State,  from  which  a  larger  number  enlisted 
into  the  service,  in  pr'>p  >rtion  to  the  number 
subject  to  military  duty.  In  186.3,  the  roll 
of  men  subject  to  be  drafted  from,  numbered 
137   and  there  were  103  men  enlisted  into 


the  service  during  the  war,  being  6  more 
than  was  required  to  fill  the  quota  of  the 
town,  Under  the  call  of  the  President  of 
July  18,  1864,  for  500,000  men,  the  town 
stood  as  follows  :  number  enrolled  137  ;  quota 
under  the  call,  24  ;  excess  of  credit  over  pre- 
vious calls,  13  ;  number  to  be  raised  July  31, 
1364,  was  6.  But  few  towns  in  the  State 
can  show  a  better  record. 

Danby  was  represented  in  most  of  the  in- 
fantry regiments  raised  in  the  State,  as  well 
as  in  the  cavalry,  sharpshooters  and  batter- 
ies, also  in  several  regiments  from  New  York 
and  other  States.  We  were  also  represented 
in  nearly  every  battle  and  campaign  of  the 
war.  Our  volunteers  were  in  all  the  move- 
ments of  the  army  of  the  Potomac ;  in  the 
campaign  of  General  McClellan  in  1862,  in 
his  fruitless  attempts  to  take  Richmond,  and 
in  tiie  campaigns  of  Pope,  Burnside  and 
Hooker.  They  were  with  General  Meade, 
and  assisted  in  achieving  the  victory  at 
Gettysburg,  and  Lookout  Mountain  ;  in  the 
march  of  Sheridan  through  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  and  were  with  General  Banks  at  the 
taking  of  Mobile.  They  were  also  with  Gen- 
eral Grant,  and  shared  in  all  the  movements, 
from  the  Rapidan  to  the  closing  battles 
around  Richmond. 

It  is  due  to  those  who  enlisted  from  this 
town  to  say,  that  they  were  mostly  men  of 
intelligence  and  good  moral  character,  and 
were  brave  and  faithful  soldiers.  When  the 
nation  was  threatened  with  destruction,  and 
in  its  hour  of  peril,  these  men  sacrificed  the 
comforts  of  home,  leaving  their  business, 
their  families,  and  all  they  held  dear,  endur- 
ing untold  hardships  and  sufferings,  from 
toilsome  marches  through  mud  and  over  fro- 
zen ground,  exposure  to  heat  and  cold,  pri- 
vations in  food  and  raiment,  from  diseases  in 
camp  and  wounds  on  the  field,  some  of  them 
meeting  death  lar  from  home  and  kindred, 
for  its  preservation.  We  have  no  honors  too 
great,  or  gifts  too  precious  to  bestow  upon 
such  men,  for  we  can  never  pay  the  great 
debt  we  owe  them.  Those  who  survived,  re- 
turned to  their  homes  after  serving  out  their 
term  of  enlistment,  to  be  again  useful  citi- 
zens. It  is  our  duty  to  celebrate  in  song 
and  in  story,  the  sacrifices,  virtues  and  zeal 
of  these  men,  transmitting  them  to  our  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren,  that  they  may  de- 
rive new  courage  and  zeal  in  "  performing 
their  duty  to  their  country  and  their  God." 
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ITAMES  OF 


Nanus. 

Age. 

Co. 

Meg  t. 

Aaron  H.  Baker, 

22 

E 

5 

2d  Enlistment, 

25 

E 

5 

Albert  A.  Baker, 

20 

E 

5 

Henry  J.  Baker, 

18 

F 

6 

Holden  D.  Baker, 

18 

B 

9 

Joel  C.  Baker, 

24 

B 

9 

Elias  S.  Baker, 

31 

B 

14 

George  S.  Baker, 

19 

B 

14 

John  F.  Baker, 

35 

B 

14 

Luman  A.  B  dlou, 

21 

G 

7 

William  H.  Bond, 

21 

A 

2 

2d  Enlistment, 

23 

A 

2 

Chester  Bradley, 

21 

D 

7 

2d  Enlistment, 

21 

D 

7 

James  W.  Bromley, 

27 

B 

o 

2d  Enlistment, 

29 

B 

2 

Erwin  E.  Bromley, 

18 

E 

1  Cav; 

Henr}r  Bromley, 

21 

B 

14 

P.  A.  Broughton, 

37 

I 

7 

George  A.  Bucklin, 

2  9 

H 

10 

Elisha  Bull, 

32 

D 

7 

2d  Enlistment, 

3  > 

D 

7 

Bernice  M.  Buxton, 

27 

D 

7 

Thomas  Burnett, 

35  u.  s.  N. 

Job  H.  Colvin, 

24 

C 

10 

Alonzo  N.  Colvin, 

38 

K 

14 

Charles  A.  Coos, 

18 

D 

7 

2d  Enlistment, 

21 

D 

7 

George  M.  Cook, 

IS 

D 

7 

2d  Enlistment, 

21 

D 

7 

William  3.  Cook, 

IS 

E 

2  s.  s. 

Morris  H.  Cook, 

44 

I 

7 

John  Cook, 

32 

B 

14 

William  Corey, 

18 

C 

10 

Albert  Crandall, 

27 

H 

1  Cav. 

2d  Enlistment, 

23 

B 

14 

Everard  Crandall, 

39 

I 

7 

Willard  Crandall, 

23 

H 

1  Cav. 

Francis  E.  Crano, 

31 

K 

14 

Daniel  V.  Crotf, 

31 

B 

14 

Ezra  Crotf, 

23 

B 

14 

Isra-1  T.  Croff, 

22 

H 

10 

Alonzo  E.  Doty, 

21 

H 

1  Cav. 

Henry  Denver, 

21 

D 

7 

Benj.  F.  Dawson, 

21 

K 

It 

Gary  H.  Emerson, 
2  I  Enlistment, 

16 

H 

2  3.  8. 

19 

H 

2  s.  s 

Orange  G.  Emerson, 

23 

H 

2  3.  s. 

2d  Enlistment, 

25 

II 

2  3,  s. 

Hiram  R.  Edgerton, 

40 

E 

2  3.  3. 

Caleb  P.  Fisk, 

21 

B 

14 

Jam  s  Fitz  Patrick, 

33 

J.  S.  N. 

Martin  Flanagan, 

36 

D 

7 

Edwin  M.  Fuller, 

18 

F 

6 

George  Gardner, 

18 

F 

6 

2d  Enlistment, 

20 

F 

6 

William  Uardner, 

20 

F 

6 

2d  Enlistment, 

22 

F 

6 

Warren  Gifford, 

29 

B 

2 

2d  Enlistment, 

32 

B 

o 

Danforth  B.  Gil:nore, 

37 

I 

/ 

Spencer  Green, 

42 

B 

9 

Smith  Green, 

21 

B 

14 

Hiram  P.  Griffith, 

39 

I 

7 

Gardner  F.  Gnliith, 

21 

B 

14 

Date  of 

Hank. 

Term  of  Bounty 

Enlistment. 

Enlist' t.  fr.  town. 

Aug.  26  61. 

3  years, 

Dec,  15,  63. 

3  years, 

Aug.  26,  61. 

3  years, 

Aug.  13,  62. 

Corp. 

3  years, 

Jan.  2,  62. 

Corp. 

3  years,   £  300 

May.  27,  62. 

Lieut. 

3  years, 

Aug.  27,  62. 

Corp. 

9  months, 

100 

Aug.  27,  62. 

9  months, 

100 

Aug.  27,  62. 

Corp. 

9  months, 

100 

Dec.  17,  62. 

3  years, 

5U0 

May.  7,  61. 

Serj. 

Q  J 

6  years, 

Dec.  21,  63. 

Capt. 

3  years, 

Dec.  30,  61. 

Corp. 

3  years, 

Feb.  7,  61. 

3  years, 

May.  8,  61. 

Serj. 

3  years, 

Dec.  21,  63. 

3  years, 

Dec.  16,  63. 

6  years, 

500 

Aug.  27,  63. 

9  month3, 

100 

Dec.  15,  63. 

3  years, 

500 

Aug.  8,  62. 

Corp. 

3  years, 

Dec.  12,  61. 

3  years, 

Feb.  19,  61. 

3  years, 

Aug.  27,  61. 

3  years, 
3  years, 

700 
700 

Aug.  11,  62. 

3  years, 

Sept.  18,  62. 

Capt. 

9  months, 

100 

Dec.  10,  61. 

3  years, 

Feb.  16,  64. 

3  years, 

Dec.  18,  61. 

3  years, 

Feb.  16,  61. 

3  years, 

Oct.  16,  61. 

3  years, 

Dec.  16,  63. 

3  years, 

500 

Aug.  27,  62. 

9  months, 

100 

July.  30,  62. 

3  years, 

Sept.  16,  61. 

3  years, 
9  months, 

700 

Aug.  27,  62. 

100 

Jan.  30,  62. 

3  years, 

Sept.  16,  61. 

3  years, 

Sept.  18,  62. 

9  months, 

109 

Aug.  27,  62. 

Fifer. 

9  months, 

100 

Aug.  27,  62. 

9  months, 

100 

Aug.  a,  62. 

3  years, 

Nov.  4,  61, 

Corp. 

3  years, 

Aug.  31,  64. 

3  years, 

700 

Sept.  18,  62. 

9  months, 

100 

Dec.  4,  61. 

3  years, 

Dec.  21,  63. 

3  years, 

500 

Dec.  4,  61. 

3  years, 

Dec.  21,  63. 

Corp. 

3  years, 

500 

Dec.  16,  63. 

3  years, 

500 

Aug.  27,  62. 

9  months, 

100 

3  years, 

700 

Aug.  27,  64. 

3  years, 

1200 

Sept,  28,  61. 

3  years, 

Sept.  30,  61. 

3  years, 

Dec.  15,  63. 

3  years, 

U>  l.  O,  Ul. 

3  years, 

Dec.  15,  (13. 

3  years, 

May.  8,  61, 

Corp. 

3  years, 

Dec.  31,  63. 

Serj. 

3  years, 

Dec.  16,  63. 

3  ye.trs, 

500 

Dec  16,  63. 

3  years, 

500 

Aug.  27,  62. 

9  months, 

100 

Dec.  16,  63. 

3  years. 

500 

Aug.  27,  62. 

9  months, 

1^0 
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31 
32 
39 
19 
35 
21 


B 
E 
B 
F 
H 
D 
24  D 
21  F 

U.  S.  5T. 

21  D 

26  1) 

22  H 

E 


23  B 

22  G 

34  I 

29  K 

32  u.  s.  5. 

21  F 

27  F 

25  E 

19  E 

21  E 


Beg't. 

14 

6 

1  S.  3. 

14 

2  3.  s. 

7 

6 

6 
14 
14 
14 
17 
14 

6 

1  Cav. 
7 
7 


Nanus.  Age.  Co. 

Julius  C.  Griffith,  26  B 

John  E.  Haaar,  22  F 

Henry  M.  Hail,  35  F 

Enos  Harrington,  jr.,  25  B 
Sewall  T.  Howard,  35  E 
George  E.  Kelley,  33  B 

John  Kellev.  21  F 

2d  Enlistment,  24  F 

David  H.  Kelly,  21  B 

Isaac  W.  Kelly,  23  B 

Daniel  H.  Lane, 

2d  Enlistment, 
Lysander  B.  Lord, 
John  Maker, 
John  Mclntyre, 
John  Mylott, 

2d  Enlistment, 
James  C  Moore, 
John  Murphv, 
Joel  T.  Nichols, 

2d  Enlistment, 
Jared  L.  Parris, 
John  J.  Farris,  19 
Foster  J.  Parris,  13  B 

Isaac  Porter,  39  F 

George  W.  Potter,  L'S  G 

Gustavus  Re-ri,  38  B 

George  P.  Risdon,  19  H 

Charles  A.  Roberts,  25  G 
Elbert  Shermau,  2L  C 

William  W.  Stimson, 
Richard  Stone, 
George  Stults, 
Elisha  Sweat, 
Francis  Sylvester, 
Charts  H.  Tarbell, 

2d  Enlistment, 
Abner  W.  Tarbell, 
James  M.  Tarbell, 

2d  Enlistment, 
George  F.  Taylor,  23  B 

John  C.  Thonips  »n,         33  B 
James  Thomp-on,  35  u.  s.  sr. 

Thomas  Van  Guild  -r,  26  D 
Henry  0  Vanghan,  19  B 
Orsem'is  W.  Weaver,       29  D 

2d  Enlistment.  32  D 

Merrick  G.  Wil^ins,  18  C 
Moses  0.  Williams,  49  F 
Martin  V.  Williams,      21  B 

2d  Enlistment,  22 
John  C.  Williams,  13  B 

William,  Wightraan,  27 
Moses  0.  Wheeler,         49  I 
Alonzo  White,  41  E 

Harvey  S.  Woodard,  29  I 
Daniel  Woods,  45  C 

3  Unknown  Men, 

The  following  persons  who  were  drafted  in 
August,  1863,  paid  commutation,  $300  each  : 
Oliver  G.  Baker,  Joseph  Fisk,  Lyman  Fisk, 
jr.,  Lemuel  Harrington,  Simeon  E.  Harring- 
ton, Erastus  Kelly,  Jeremiah  Ragaa,  Edward  j 
J.  Reed,  and  Henry  G.  Thompson.   Procured  i 
substitute:  Oratus  Kelly.    Entered  service  :  ; 
Isaac  Porter. 


7 

2  3.  s. 
2  S.  3. 

14 
1 

7 
2 
10 
7 
9 
14 
1  Cav 
7 

14 


6 

2  S.  3. 
2  S.  3. 
2  3.  3. 

9 
14 

7 
14 

7 

7 
11 

5 
14 

6 
14 
14 

7 

2  s.  s. 
7 
10 


Date  of 
Enlistment. 
Aug.  27,  62. 
Sept.  23,  61. 
Sept.  30,  61. 
Aug.  27,  62. 
Dec.  16,  63. 
Dec.  3,  61. 
Oct.  3,  61. 
Jan.  1,  64. 
Aug.  27,  62. 
Aug.  27,  62. 
Aug.  27,  62. 
Feb.  27,  64. 
Aug.  27,  62. 
Sept.  23,  61. 
Sept.  20,  61. 
Dec.  4.  61. 
Feb.  23,  64. 
Dec.  29,  63. 

Jan.  6,  62. 
Feb.  16,  64. 
Nov.  23,  61. 
Oct.  31,  61. 
Aug.  27,  62. 
July  27,  63. 
Feb.  21,  62. 
March  10,  62. 
Aug.  12,  62. 
Dec.  16,  63. 
Aug.  25,  64. 
Sept.  18,  62. 
Seot.  27,  61. 
Dec.  11,  63. 
Sept.  13,  62. 

Sent.  30,  61. 
Jan.  31,  62. 
Dec.  21,  63. 
Got.  16,  61. 
Dec.  21,  63. 
May  30,  62. 
Aug.  27,  62. 

Jan.  1,  62. 
Aug.  27,  62. 
Dec.  9,  61. 
Feb.  19,  64. 
Aug.  26,  64. 
Dec.  23,  63. 
Aug.  27,  62. 
Dec.  21.  62. 
Aug.  27,  H2. 
Aug.  27,  62. 
Dec.  1,  63. 
Oct.  16,  61. 
Jan  30,  62. 
Aug.  2,  62. 


Rank. 

Wagoner. 
Wagoner, 
Surgeon. 


Serj. 


Serj. 
Filer. 


Serj. 


Serj. 

Serj. 

Capt. 

Serj. 
Serj. 


Term  of  Bounty 
Enlist't.  fr.  town. 
6  months,  100 
3  years, 
3  years, 
9  months,  IOC 
3  years,  30C 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
9  months,  IOC 
9  months,  100 
9  months,  100 
3  years,  500 
9  months,  100 
3  years,  750 
3  years, 
3  years. 
3  years, 
3  years,  500 
3  years,  700 
3  years, 
3  years, 
9  months, 
3  years, 
9  months,  100 
3  years,  100 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years,  700 
9  months,  100 
3  years, 
3  years,  500 
9  months,  100 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
9  months, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
9  months, 


Drummer. 
Drum  Maj. 
Drum  Maj. 
Corp. 
Q.  M.  S. 


o  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
9  months, 
3  years, 
9  months, 
9  months, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 
3  years, 


100 


100 


700 

500 
100 
500 
100 
100 
5U0 


The  following  persons,  natives  and  former 
residents  of  the  town  enlisted  in  this  and 
other  States : 


George  W.  liaki  r, 
Homer  Benson, 
Win.  II.  lidding, 
Lt.  Joshua  lirouiley, 


Stil-Iier's  father.  It'sid'-ncc. 

San  ford  linker,  hit.  Tabor. 

Jncob  Benson,  Dorset. 

Henry  Bidding,  Rupert. 

Hiram  Bromluy,  JUnuy. 
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Aa.u*  Boutell, 

Amos  Buutell, 

Danby. 

IhtI  I  M.  Buffum, 

Daniel  Buffum, 

Danby. 

gicjiheu  Buxton, 

Benj.  0.  Buxton, 

Danby. 

Cupt.  Arnold  Chace, 

Ephraim  Chace, 

Collins,  N.Y. 

gtrj.  Job  Corey, 

Tinmouth. 

Stephen  Corey, 

Tinmouth. 

Cape  Geo.  E.  Croff, 

Abner  Croff, 

Danby. 

Edward  Dikcerman, 

Amasa  Dickerman,  Danby. 

Deforest  T.  Doty, 

Silas  Doty. 

Tiumouth. 

William  Edniimd3, 

Linus  Edmunds, 

Chittenden. 

John  X.  Frisbie, 

James  Frisbie, 

Tinmouth. 

Jobn  J.  Frost, 

Jeptha  Frost, 

Danby. 

Nathaniel  Gillett, 

Tinmouth. 

Julius  C.  Hart, 

Merrick  Hart, 

Tinmouth. 

Orange  Hart, 

M  ii 

Tinmouth. 

Elislta  Harrington,  Jr.,  Elisha  Harrington,  Dorset. 

Hiram  Harringtou, 

Dorset. 

Henry  J.  IlJ.ld, 

William  Jeuks, 

John  Jenka, 

Tinmouth. 

Alonzo  Kelly, 

James  Kelly, 

Weston. 

Robert  Xeal, 

Danby, 

Merrit  E.  Parris, 

Walter  M.  Parris, 

Danby. 

John  Palmer, 

Jacob  Palmer, 

Danby. 

Josiah  Phillips, 

Josiah  Phillips, 

Danby. 

Benoui  Roberts, 

Caleb  Roberts, 

Dorset. 

Joel  M.  Rogers, 

IaAac  Rogers, 

Tinmouth. 

Chas.  F.  Sheldon, 

Dorset. 

Charles  Stimpson, 

David  Stirap9on, 

Mt.  Tabor. 

Homer  H.  Southwick, 

Isaac  Soutwick,  Jr.,Middletown 

Isaac  A.  Sweat, 

William  Sweat, 

Dauby. 

John  C.  Thomas. 

Clark  Thomas, 

Mt.  Tabor. 

Silas  A.  Thompson, 

Israel  Thompson, 

Mt.  Holly. 

Charles  Tuits, 

Dorset. 

Jaazaniah  B.  Wade, 

Isaac  Wade, 

Danby. 

Charles  Wade, 

Hiram  Wade, 

Dorset. 

Arnold  Wait, 

Nathaniel  Wait, 

Dorset. 

Ira  Wait, 

Dorset. 

Barlow  G.  Wescott, 

Job  Wescott, 

Dorset. 

Reubin  EL  Williams, 

Joseph  Williams, 

Poultney.H 

Willard  Woods, 

Jaiues  Woods, 

Danby. 

Stephen  Woods, 

Danby. 

Willard  Woods,  2d., 

Stephen  Woods, 

Danby. 

FIRST  REGIMENT. 

Only  three  from  this  town  were  in  this  reg- 
iment: George  E.  Croff,  who  was  a  member 
of  the  Rutland  Light  Guards,  Co.  K. ;  Jared 
L.  Parris  and  Gusravus  Reed,  members  of 
the  Allen  Greys,  Co.  G.,  of  Brandon. 

SECOND  REGIMENT. 

There  were  four  volunteers  from  this  town 
in  the  second  regiment,  viz.:  William  H. 
Bond,  James  W.  Bromley,  Warren  Gifford 
and  Gustavus  Reed.  Bond  enii>ted  May  7, 
1861,  at  the  age  of  20,  in  Co.  B,  and  was 
mustered  in  June  20th.  He  reenlisted  Dec. 
21,  1863,  and  was  promoted  sergeant,  which 
position  he  held  until  Sent.  15,  1864,  when  he 
was  promoted  1st  lieutenant  of  Co.  A.  He 
served  with  honor  in  this  capacity  until  Dec. 
24,  ISO  1,  when  he  was  promoted  captain  of 
the  company.  He  was  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice July  15,  1S65,  having  been  a  brave  sol- 


dier, and  a  good  officer,  and  hi3  rapid  promo- 
tions were  the  result  of  meritorious  conduct. 
Bromley  enlisted  May  8,  1861,  and  was  mus- 
tered in  June  20th  ;  he  was  killed  at  Peters- 
burgh,  and  will  be  noticed  in  the  list  of  deceas- 
ed soldiers.  Gifford  enlisted  May  8,  1861,  in 
Uo.  B,  and  before  his  term  expired  re-enlisted 
Dec.  31,  1863 — was  promoted  corporal,  and 
from  that  rose  to  the  position  of  sergeant.  He 
was  a  good  soldier,  and  fearlessly  discharged 
his  duty  at  every  post  and  in  every  engag-.-raent, 
however  dangerous.  At  Spotsylvania  C.  H., 
Va.,  May  12,  1864,  while  desperately  engaged 
in  close  contact  with  the  enemy,  Serg't  G-ifford 
took  a  stand  of  colors  belonging  to  the  2d  X. 
Carolina  regiment,  which  was  planted  directly 
in  front  of  his  position.  He  dispatched  the 
color-bearer  with  his  bayonet,  seized  the  colors 
and  bore  them  off  in  triumph,  amid  the  cheers 
of  his  comrades.  He  was  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice July  15,  1865.  Reed  enlisted  March  10, 
1862,  and  was  discharged  before  his  term  ex- 
pired. 

FOURTH  REGIMENT. 

But  two  men  from  thi3  town  served  in  this 
regiment:  Isaac  Porter  and  Amos  L.  Boutell. 
Porter,  who  was  drafted  in  July,  1863,  entered 
the  service  in  Co.  F  :  was  transferred  to  Co.  B, 
Feb.  25,  18G5,  and  from  that  to  the  veteran  re- 
serve corps,  July  20,  1865,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  his  terra  was  honorably  discharged. 
[For  Boutell,  see  obituaries.] 

FIFTH  REGIMENT. 

There  were  four  volunteers  from  this  town  im 
this  regiment:  Aaron  H.  Baker,  Albert  A.  Ba- 
ker, Martin  V.  Williams  and  Moses  O.  Williams. 
Aaron  H.  Baker  enlisted  Aug.  26,  1861,  in  Co. 
E,  for  3  years:  re-enlisted  Dec  15,  1S63,  and 
served  until  the  regimeut  was  discharged.  He 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  arm  at  the  battle 
of  the  Wilderness,  May  5.  1864,  but  refused  to 
retire  as  long  as  he  could  handle  a  musket.  He 
soon  after  came  home  on  furlough,  remained 
until  his  wound  was  sufficiently  healed  to  en- 
able him  to  do  duty,  when  he  rejoined  his  reg- 
iment. He  was  a  faithful  soldier,  and  manfully 
performed  his  duty,  wherever  called,  being  in 
all  the  hard  fought  battles  in  which  the  5th  reg- 
iment was  engaged.  Moses  O.  Williams  was  a 
musician  iu  Co.  F — enlisted  Dec.  23,  lSt'>3,  and 
was  discharged  Jan.  12,  L865.  Martin  V.  Wil- 
liams was  principal  musician  of  the  regiment, 
lie  enlisted  Dec.  21,  1863,  and  remained  with 
tho  regiment  until  it  was  mustered  out,  Juno 
29,  1S65. 


V 


65$ 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


SIXTH  REGIMENT. 

There  were  9  volunteers  from  this  town  in 
this  regiment :  Henry  J.  Baker,  Edwin  Fuller, 
George  Gardner,  William  Gardner,  John  E. 
Hagar,  John  Kelly,  James  0.  Moore,  Charles 
H.  Tarbell  and  John  Maker.  Baker,  William 
Gardner  and  Kelly  were  killed.  Fuller  enlist- 
ed in  Co.  F,  Sept.  28,  1861,  and  was  discharg- 
ed February  19,  1S64.  George  Gardner  en- 
listed Sept.  30,  1S61  ;  re-enlisted  Dec.  15.  '63  ; 
wns  transferred  to  Co.  A,  Oct.  16,  '64,  and  mus- 
tered out  July  21,  :65.  Hag  ir  enlisted  as  wag- 
oner for  three  years,  in  Co.  F,  Sept,  28,  '61,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  Oct.  23,  '64.  Tar- 
bell enlisted  Sept.  30,  '61  ;  re-enlisted  Jan.  31, 
'64  ;  was  transferred  to  Co.  A,  Oct.  16,  '64, 
and  mustered  out  June  26,  '65.  Maker  enlist- 
ed Sept.  2S,  '61 ;  re-enlisted  Jan.  1,  '64,  and 
■was  mustered  out  June  26,  '65. 

SEVENTH  REGIMENT. 

The  names  of  24  volunteers  from  this  town 
are  reported :  Chester  Bradley,  Elisha  Bull, 
Charles  A.  Cook,  George  M.  Cook,  Everard 
Crandall,  George  E.  Kelly,  John  Mylott,  Joel 
T.  Nichols,  George  W.  PorteT,  Thomas  Van 
Guilder,  Orsemus  Weaver  and  Harvy  S.  Wood- 
ward, whose  names  are  on  the  original  muster- 
rolls ;  and  Luman  A.  Bullou,  P.  A.  B  rough  - 
ton,  Morris  H.  Cook,  Martin  Flanagan,  Dan- 
forth  B.  Gilmore,  Hiram  P.  Griffith,  Charles  A. 
Roberts,  George  Stults,  Moses  E.  Wheeler, 
Bernice  M.  Buxton,  John  A.  Crandall  and 
Henry  Denver,  recruits  furnished  in  1863. — 
These  men  all  returned  home,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  George  M.  Cook,  Everard  Crandall,  Geo. 
E.  Kelly,  Thomas  Van  Guilder,  Harvey  S. 
Woodward,  George  Stults  and  Bernice  M.  Bux- 
ton. Brad'ey  enlisted  Dec,  80,  1801,  and  occu- 
pied the  position  of  corporal — re-enlisted  Feb. 
17,  '61,  and  served  with  the  regiment  until 
mustered  out.  Charles  A.  Cook  also  re-enlist- 
ed and  served  out  his  term.  John  Mylott  re- 
enlisted  Feb.  23,  '64.  and  remained  in  service 
until  the  regiment  was  mustered  out.  Nichols 
enlisted  as  sergeant,  Jan.  6,  3  862.  and  was  pro- 
moted 2d  lieutenant,  Aug.  22.  '65.  Weaver 
enlisted  Dec.  9.  '61  :  re-er.listed  Feb.  19,  '64, 
and  occupied  the  position  of  sergeant  until 
June  15,  '04.  when  he  was  reduced  to  ranks. 
Ballou,  B rough  ton,  Roberts.  Wheeler  and 
Morris  H.  Cook  remained  with  the  regiment 
until  mustered  out.  Gilmore  was  discharg- 
ed Oct.  16,  '64;  Griffith,  May  24, '6.". ;  For- 
ter,  Oct.  15,  1865  ;  Crandall  and  Denver,  July 
14,  1S65. 


NINTH  REGIMENT. 

There  were  seven  volunteers  from  this  town 
in  it :  Joel  C.  Baker,  Holden  D.  Baker,  George 
F.  Taylor,  Deforest  T.  Doty,  Spencer  Green, 
William  B.  Jenks  and  Elbert  Sherman.  Joel 
C.  Baker  enlisted  May  27,  1862,  in  Co.  B,  and 
occupied  the  position  of  sergeant — was  promot- 
ed 2d  lieutenant  of  Co.  K,  Dec.  22,  '63,  and 
promoted  1st  lieutenant  Dec.  1,  '64.  He  serv- 
ed with  honor  and  credit  in  these  positions — 
won  the  highest  esteem  of  his  men  and  associ- 
ates, and  was  honorably  discharged  April  16, 
'6?.  Holden  D  Baker  also  enlisted  in  Co.  B, 
and  was  promoted  corporal  July  1 3|  '64 — was 
disabled  by  a  wound  received  while  in  battle, 
and  was  discharged  May  17,  '65.  Taylor  en- 
listed in  Co.  B,  and  was  discharged  on  account 
of  sickness,  at  Philadelphia,  Feb.  5,  '63.  Doty 
enlisted  in  Co.  B,  Dec.  14,  '62,  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  Co.  C,  June  13,  '65.  He  was  a  faith- 
ful soldier,  and  served  until  his  regiment  was 
discharged.  Jenks  enlisted  June  23,  '62,  and 
was  taken  prisoner  Feb.  2,  '64 — was  mustered 
out  June  13,  '65.  Sherman  enlisted  in  Co.  C, 
Aug.  25,  '64,  and  was  transferred  to  Co.  K,  5th 
Vt.  regiment,  Jan.  20,  '65,  and  was  mustered 
out  June  29,  '65.  He  was  sick  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  service,  and  barely  lived  to 
come  home. 

TENTH  REGIMENT. 

^There  were  six  volunteers  from  this  town  in 
this  regiment :  George  A.  Bueklin,  Job  H.  Col- 
vi.n,  William  Corey,  Israel  T.  Croff,  George  P. 
Risdon  and  Daniel  Woods,  all  of  whom  were 
original  members  of  the  regiment,  and  with  the 
exception  of  Bueklin  and  Croff,  returned  home. 
Colvin  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  Aug.  11,  1 802.  and 
was  a  brave  and  faithful  soldier — was  sick  in 
the  general  hospital  Aug.  31,  '64,  but  recover- 
ed and  performed  duty  until  mustered  out  Jurle 
22,  '65.  Corey  also  enlisted  in  Co.  C,  and  was 
sick  in  hospital  Aug.  31,  '64,  being  for  some 
time  unablt)  to  perform  duty.  He  was  trans- 
ferred to  veteran  reserve  corps  May  15,  '65, 
and  was  mustered  out  July  13,  '65.  Risdon  en- 
listed in  Co.  II,  and  gained  the  reputation  of  a 
good  soldier.  He  was  also  transferred  to  the 
veteran  reserve  corps,  and  mustered  out  July 
4,  '65.    Woods  was  discharged  Dec.  30,  62. 

FOURTEENTH  REGIME  N'T. 

This  town  furnished  28  men  for  this  regi- 
ment :  Elias  S.  Baker,  George  S.  Baker,  John 
F.  Baker,  Henry  Bromley,  Alon/.o  X.  Colvin, 
John  Cook,  John  A.  Crandall,  Franeis  E.  Cra- 
po,  Daniel  V.  CroiT,  Ezra  Croif,  Bcoj  uniu  F. 
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Pawson,  Caleb  P.  Fisk,  Smith  Green,  Garduer 
Y.  Griffith,  Julius  C.  Griffith,  Enos  Harrington, 
jr.,  David  EL  Kelly.  Isaac  W.  Kelly,  Daniel 
JI.  Lane,  Lysander.B.  Lord,  Foster  J.  Parris, 
William  W.  Stimpson,  Elisha  F.  Sweat,  John 
C.  Thompson,  Henry  H.  Vaughan,  William 
Wightman,  jr.,  John  C.  Williams  and  Martin  V. 
Williams.  They  all  returned  home  with  excep- 
tion of  George  S.  Baker,  Fisk,  Sweat  and 
Vaughan.  The  rest,  with  the  exception  of  Col- 
vin,  served  out  their  term  of  enlistment,  and 
were  mustered  out  with  the  regiment.  Colvin 
was  captain  of  Co.  K,  but  resigned  on  account 
of  ill  health,  Feb.  10,  1863;  and  as  an  officer 
was  greatly  beloved  by  his  men.  John  F.  Ba- 
ker occupied  the  position  of  corporal,  and  made 
a  good  soldier.  Elias  S.  Baker  was  promoted 
corporal,  Feb-  4,  '63,  -and  was  considered  the 
best  marksman  in  his  company.  Daniel  V. 
Croff  served  as  musician  in  Co.  K.  Julius  C. 
Griffith  was  a  member  of  Co.  B,  and  served  in 
the  position  of  wagoner.  Isaac  W.  Kelly  en- 
listed as  sergeant  of  Co.  B,  and  was  promoted 
1st  sergeant  July  3,  1863  ;  he  was  also  a  good 
soldier,  and  greatly  beloved  by  his  comrades. 
Lane  served  as  musician  in  Co.  B.  Thompson 
was  captain  of  Co.  B.  and  was  a  worthy  officer. 
Wightman  served  in  the  position  of  quarter 
master  sergeant.  Martin  V.  Williams  served 
as  principal  musician  of  the  regiment.  John 
C.  Williams  enlisted  as  corporal  of  Co.  B,  but 
was  transferred  to  Co.  K,  i*s  musician,  March 
1st,  1S63. 

seventeenth:  regiment. 
The  'only  man  from  this  town  in  this  regi- 
ment was  Danial  H.  Lane.  He  enlisted  as 
musician  in  Co.  I,  Feb.  27,  1864,  and  was  pro- 
moted sergeant  Jan.  1,  '65,  and  2d  lieutenant 
of  Co.  A,  July  10,  '65,  and  was  mustered  out 
July  14,  '65. 

FIRST  REGIMENT  CAVALRY. 

There  were  7  recruits  from  this  town  in  this 
regiment :  Albert  Crandall,  Willard  Crandail. 
John  Mclntyre,  Richard  Stone,  Alonzo  E.  Do- 
ty, Stephen  Buxton  and  Erwin  E.  Bromley,  all 
of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  Bromley,  were 
original  members,  and  all,  with  the  cxreption 
of  Mclntyre,  returned  home.  Albert  Crandall 
was  discharged  Aprd  1,  1862,  and  William  Jan. 
2,  '6i  :  they  were  brothers.  Stone  was  dis- 
charged on  account  of  sickness,  Juno  15,  '02. 
Doty  was  a  fearless  soldier,  aud  was  promoted 
corporal  March  1,  '64,  and  mustered  out  Nov. 
18,  '64.  Buxton  also  served  with  honor  and 
credit.    He  was  takes  prisoner  in  the  action  of 


May  1  4,  '64,  and  paroled  ;  and  mustered  out 
Jan.  28,  '65.  Bromley  enlisted  for  3  years  or 
during  the  war,  in  Co.  E,  Dec.  16,  '63,  and  was 
mustered  out  Jan.  26,  '65. 

FIRST  REGIMENT  U.  S.  SHARP  SHC0TER3. 

This  regiment  was  mustered  in  1861,  for  3 
years,  and  was  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 
Henry  M.  Hall,  who  enlisted  in  Co.  F,  was  the 
only  man  from  this  town  in  it.  He  served  a3 
surgeon  of  the  regiment  during  the  service. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  U.  S.  SHARP  SHOOTERS. 

This  regiment  was  also  mustered  in  1861.  and 
was  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  There  were 
10  recruits  from  this  town :  Wm.  Cook,  Gary  H. 
Emerson,  Orange  G.  Emerson,  Jared  L.  Parris, 
John  J.  Parris,  Alonzo  White,  Hiram  R.  Edger- 
ton,  Sewal  T.  Howard,  Abner  W.  Tarbell  and 
James  M.  Tarbell.  All  of  them,  we  believe, 
returned  home.  Cook  was  discharged  Feb.  6. 
1863,  and  afterwards  re-enlisted  in  the  7th  reg- 
iment. Gary  and  Orange  Emerson  re-enlisted 
Dec.  21,  1S63,.  Orange  was  promoted  corpo- 
ral March  12,  '64.  and  sergeant  Nov.  1,  '64. 
They  were  both  transferred  to  Co.  H,  4th  Vt. 
Vols.  leb.  25,  '65.  Gary  was  promoted  corpor- 
al of  Co.  H,  June  24,  '65,  and  both  were  mus- 
tered out  July  13,  '65.  Jared  L.  Parris  re -en- 
listed Jan.  23,  '64,  and  was  severely  wounded 
Aug.  31,  '64,  and  taken  to  general  hospital.  He 
was  transferred  to  Co.  H,  4th  regiment  Feb.  25, 
'65  ;  promoted  corporal  June  24,  and  discharg- 
ed July  13,  '65.  John  J.  Parris  was  transfer- 
red to  veteran  reserve  corps,  and  mustered  out 
of  service  Nov.  9,  '64.  White  was  transferred 
to  the  invalid  corps,  and  afcerwards  honorably 
discharged.  Edgerton  enlisted  Dec.  16,  '63.  in 
Co.  E,  and  was  sick  in  general  hospital  Auor. 
31,  '64.  He  was  transferred  to  Co.  G,  4th  Vt. 
regiment,  Feb.  25,  '65.  Howard  was  also 
transferred  to  Co.  G.  4th  Reg't,  and  from  there 
to  the  veteran  reserve  corps  Nov.  20,  64.  Ab- 
ner W.  Tarbell  was  mustered  out  June  3  '65. 
James  M.  Tarbell  re-enlisted  Dec.  31,  1863; 
promoted  sergeant,  and  discharged  Dec.  31, 
1864. 

We  have  now  spoken  of  all  who  enlisted 
to  the  credit  of  the  town,  besides  having  giv- 
en the  names  of  44  others  who  were  natives 
and  former  residents  of  the  town,  who  also 
gave  their  aid  in  the  great  struggle.  Seventy- 
six  of  the  one  hundred  and  three  who  v.  lun- 
teercd  returned — the  most  of  them  after  a  long 
period  of  arduous  service,  and  now  a  larger  por- 
tion of  that  number  are  in  our  midst,  aud 
1  among  our  active  and  useful  citizens.    It  afc 
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fords  us  great  pleasure  to  record  the  fact,  that 
so  far  as  our  information  extends,  not  one  of 
our  native  citizens  has  deserted,  or  been  dis- 
honorably discharged. 

DECEASED  SOLDIERS. 

Out  of  one  hundred  and  three  men  which 
Danby  furnished  for  the  war,  nearly  thirty  laid 
down  their  lives  to  preserve  to  us  our  nation- 
ality. 

Albert  A.  Baker,  son  of  Bray  ton  Baker, 
enlisted  for  3  years,  in  Co.  E,  5th  Tt.  Reg't, 
Aug.  26,  1861.  He  died  from  wounds  receiv- 
ed in  the  seven  days'  fight  before  Richmond, 
July  2,  1862,  aged  22  years,  and  was  buried 
on  the  field. 

Henry  J.  Baker  enlisted  for  3  years  in  Co. 
F,  6th  Yt.  Reg't,  Aug.  27.  1862.  He  was  kill- 
ed at  the  battle  of  Gettysburgh,  July  3,  1863, 
aged  20 — was  buried  on  the  field  ;  but  his  re- 
mains were  disenterred  in  October  following, 
and  brought  home  for  interment.  He  was  a 
good  soldier — highly  esteemed  by  his  comrades, 
and  the  pride  and  hope  of  his  patriotic  parents. 

James  W.  Bromley,  son  of  Miner  Bromley, 
enlisted  for  3  years  in  Co.  B,  2d  Yt.  Reg't, 
May  8,  1861,  being  the  first  one  who  went  from 
this  town  for  3  years.  Before  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  service  he  re-enlisted  Dec.  21, 
1863,  and  was  promoted  sergeant.  After  his 
re-enlistment  in  '65,  he  was  granted  a  furlough 
home  to  see  his  friends.  He  rejoined  his  regi- 
ment at  Brandy  Station  just  when  the  army  of 
the  Potomac  under  Gen.  Grant  commenced  its 
last  grand  march  towards  Richmond.  He  was 
killed  at  Petersburg,  Ya.,  April  20,  '65,  when 
the  last  battle,  which  was  to  crush  the  rebel- 
lion, was  beinjr  fought.  He  was  in  over  thirty 
pitched  battles,  being  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  regiment — shared  in  all  the  dangers, 
trials,  sufferings  and  hardships  of  the  regiment 
— always  on  duty,  and  having  been  several 
times  wounded.  Brave  and  daring,  he  was  ev- 
er ready  to  share  with  his  comrades  the  dangers 
to  which  they  were  often  exposed,  being  always 
prompt  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  His  health 
was  good  through  his  entire  term  of  service, 
and  he  never  failed  of  being  able  to  perform 
his  duty  as  a  soldier,  and  never  dodged  the  post 
of  danger,  or  flinched  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 
No  soldier  in  the  Vermont  brigade  possessed  a 
better  reputation;  his  conduct  in  every  en- 
gagement with  tho  enemy  being  highly  com- 
mended by  officers  and  men.  His  coolness  and 
courage  was  shown  in  tho  first  engagement 
with  the  enemy  at  Yorktown,  April  6,  1S62, 


and  throughout  the  disastrous  campaign  of 
Gen.  McClellan — at  Williamsburg,  May  5  ;  at 
Chickahominy,  from  May  20  to  May  26 ;  at 
Hanover  C.  H.,  May  27  ;  .Fair  Oaks,  June  1  ; 
Golden's  Farm,  June  30;  Savage  Station,  June 
27;  White  Oak  Swamp,  Juno  28;  Charles 
City,  June  30,  and  Malvern  Hill,  July  1.  Af- 
ter the  retreat  of  McClellan  he  wa3  with  his 
regiment  under  Gen.  Pope,  in  the  engagement 
with  the  enemy  at  the  second  Bull  Run,  where 
he  also  exhibited  gallant  conduct.  Following 
the  fortunes  of  his  regiment,  he  was  next  in 
the  battle  at  Fredericksburg,  Dec.  13,  under 
Gen.  Burnside  ;  and  again  at  Fredericksburgh, 
May  3,  1863,  and  at  Franklin's  crossing,  June 
5,  under  Gen.  Hooker.  In  the  bloody  engage- 
ment at  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  July  2  and  3  ;  at 
Fairfield,  July  5  ;  Rappahannock  Station,  Nov. 
7,  and  at  Mine  Run,  Nov.  24,  under  Gen.  Mead, 
he  was  particularly  distinguished  for  the  fear- 
less discharge  of  duty.  From  the  opening  of 
the  campaign  in  1864,  under  Gen.  Grant,  he 
was  in  the  terrible  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
May  5  and  6 ;  at  Spottsylvania,  May  8,  10  and 
12;  at  Anderson's  House,  May  20;  at  Cold 
Harbor,  June  1  to  13  ;  at  Petersburg,  June  16 
to  July  10;  at  Fort  Stevens  July  12  ;  at  Win- 
chester, Sept.  15;  at  Fisher's  Hill,  Sept.  22. 
and  at  Cedar  Creek,  Oct.  19.  His  re-enlist- 
ment in  Dec,,  1863,  arose  from  his  unbounded 
patriotism  and  determination  to  see  the  rebel- 
lion put  to  an  end.  His  promotion  to  sergeant 
was  the  result  of  gallant  conduct,  and  he  nobly 
sustained  his  reputation  in  the  closing  battles 
around  Richmond,  and  until  his  death.  After 
having  escaped  death  in  all  its  forms,  and  on 
the  day  previous  to  the  fall  of  Richmond,  the 
last  strong  hold  of  rebellion,  and  an  achieve- 
ment for  which  our  armies  had  fought  for  near- 
ly five  years,  and  which  his  own  valor  had 
helped  to  achieve,  he  fell  in  the  front  of  battle, 
fighting  for  the  country  he  loved. 

■  Lieut.  Joshua  Bromley,  son  of  Hiram  Brom- 
ley, enlisted  for  3  years  in  the  fifth  N.  H.  Reg't, 
being  among  the  first  to  respond.  He  was  kill- 
ed at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  Ya.,  in  June, 
1864.  He  was  a  native  of  this  town,  and  al- 
ways lived  here  more  or  less,  until  within  a 
few  years  previous  to  the  war.  He  was  a  man 
of  intelligence,  and  a  bravo  officer,  possessing 
the  highest  esteem  of  his  men. 

Amos  L.  Boctell  enlisted  from  Walling- 
ford  for  3  years,  in  Co.  F,  4th  Yt,  Reg't,  Feb. 
29,  1864.  Ho  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Petersburg,  June  23,  '64,  and  died  in 
Andersonville,  Ga.,  Oct.  1,  1864. 


DARBY. 


George  A.  Bucklis,  son  of  Albert  Bucklin, 
eclated  for  3  years  in  Co.  IT.  10th  Reg't,  Aiipr. 
8,  '62.  He  died  April  14,  '65,  of  the  wound 
received  at  Petersburg!),  April  3,  1865,  aged 
24.  After  receiving  the  wound  he  was  taken 
to  the  hospital  Dear  Washington,  where  he 
died  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Arling- 
ton. His  father,  upon  receiving  intelligence 
that  his  son  was  wounded,  started  for  Wash- 
ington to  see  bim,  but  arrived  there  only  to 
hear  the  sad  news  that  he  was  dead  and  buri- 
ed. His  remains  were  exhumed  Oct.  10,  1865, 
and  brought  heme  for  interment.  It  is  due  to 
his  memory  to  say  that  he  was  a  good  soldier. 
His  letters  to  the  dear  ones  at  home  were  al- 
ways couched  in  the  most  patriotic  terms.  He 
felt  it  bis  duty  to  serve  his  country,  and  wher- 
ever the  old  flag  of  the  10th  Vt.  went,  and  in 
every  battle,  there  George  was  found.  He  was 
promoted  corporal  Sept.  19,  '64.  In  all  the 
battles  of  the  10th,  commencing  with  Orange 
Grove  in  November,  1S63,  up  to  his  being 
wounded  at  Petersburg,  being  some  ten  or 
twelve  in  number  besides  numereus  skirmishes, 
be  boje  his  part  honorably.  S.  E.  Perham, 
late  captain  of  Co.  H.  10th  Reg't  Yt.  Vols., 
says: 

"  I  had  other  men  in  my  company  from  Dan- 
by,  one  only  of  whom  I  will  mention — George 
A.  Bucklin.  He  received  a  wound  in  the 
morning  of  the  2d  of  April,  I860,  in  the  last 
grand  charge  on  Petersburg,  Ya.,  which  caused 
bis  death.  It  is  no  more  than  justice  for  me 
to  say  in  behalf  of  him  who  cannot  speak  for 
himself,  that  lie  was  one  of  the  best  men  in  my 
company — ever  faithful,  patriotic  and  brave. 
He  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  comrades, 
who  deeply  mourned  their  loss  at  his  death. — 
He  was  a  man  of  few  words  ;  therefore  I  never 
learned  what  friends  he  left  at  home  ;  but  they 
too  had  the  hearty  sympathy  of  both  officers 
and  men  of  his  company." 

Elisha  Bull  enlisted  for  3  years  in  Co.  D, 
7th  Yt.  Reg't,  Dec.  12,  1861.  After  serving 
out  his  term  he  re-enlisted  Feb.  10,  '04,  and 
was  promoted  corporal.  He  died  at  New  Or- 
leans, April  26,  1SG5,  aged  35,  leaving  a  wid- 
ow and  several  children  to  mourn  his  loss.  His 
comrades  give  him  the  credit  of  being  a  good 
soldier,  and  of  faithfully  performing  his  duty. 

Bernice  M.  Buxton',  son  of  Benjamin  Bux- 
ton, enlisted  for  3  years  or  during  the  war,  in 
Co.  D,  7th  Yt.  Reg't,  Aug.  27,  1864.  He  died 
of  disease  March  2G,  1S65. 

George  M.  Cook,  son  of  Justus  Cook,  en- 
listed for  3  years  in  Co.  D,  7th  Yt.  Reg't — serv- 
ed out  his  term,  and  re-enlisted  Feb.  16,  1864, 
and  died  at  New  Orleans. 

Job  Cokey  enlisted  from  Tinmouth  in  Co.  H, 


1st  Yt.  cavalry,  Sept.  16,  1^61,  as  sergeant,  and 
was  one  of  the  most  daring  soldiers  in  the  ar- 
my, and  highly  esteemed.  He  was  killed  while 
gallantly  leading  his  company  in  a  charge 
against  Mosby's  rebel  cavalry,  near  Greenwich, 
Ya.,  May  30,  1863. 

Maj.  George  E.  Crofp,  son  of  Abner  Croff, 
enlisted  for  3  months  in  Co.  K,  1st  Yt.  Reg't. 
After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service,  he 
again  enlisted  Feb.  12,  1862,  in  Co.  D.  7th  Yt. 
Reg't,  as  lieutenant,  until  March  1,  1863,  when 
he  was  promoted  captain.  He  finally  rose  to 
the  position  of  major,  which  rank  he  held  for 
several  months  previous  to  his  discharge.  He 
remained  with  the  regiment  until  it  was  dis- 
charged, and  returned  home  as  strong  and  reso- 
lute as  when  he  entered  the  service.  He  came 
home,  after  his  long  service,  with  a  glorious 
record,  and  an  untarnished  career,  to  be  again 
an  active,  useful  citizen.  His  health,  however, 
in  the  course  of  a  year  or  so  began  to  fail  him, 
and  he  fell  a  victim  to  consumption,  in  the 
spring  of  1S67,  aged  28.  He  was  a  good  sol- 
dier and  a  brave  officer.  His  deserving  mother 
receives  a  pension. 

Ezra  Croff,  son  of  Abner  Croff,  enlisted  for 
9  months  in  Co.  B,  14th  Yt.  Reg't,  Aug.  27, 
1S62.  He  served  his  term  out,  and  on  return- 
ing home  was  attacked  with  the  typhoid  fever, 
and  died  soon  after.  His  wife  died  of  consump- 
tion while  he  was  in  the  service.  He  left  3 
orphan  children,  who  receive  a  pension. 

Israel  T.  Croff,  son  of  Samuel  Croff,  en- 
listed for  3  years  in  Co.  H,  10th  Yt.  Reg't, 
Aug.  8,  1862,  and  died  of  disease  Jan.  6,  1S63, 
aged  23.  He  was  not  of  a  very  robust  consti- 
tution, and  when  he  entered  the  service  but 
few  supposed  he  could  endure  the  fatigue  and 
sufferings  incident  to  a  soldier's  life.  But  his 
patriotic  spirit  prompted  him  to  lend  assistance 
to  his  imperiled  country;  and  he  is  said  to 
have  performed  his  duty  faithful!}-,  as  long  as 
he  was  able.  His  remains  were  brought  home 
for  interment. 

Everard  Cravdall.  son  of  Russell  Crandall, 
enlisted  for  3  years  in  Co.  D,  7th  Reg't,  Jan.  30, 
1862,  and  went  South  with  his  regiment;  and 
although  strong  and  healthy,  he  survived  but  a 
few  monfhs,  falling  a  victim  to  the  unhealthi- 
ness  of  the  climate.  He  died  July  30,  1862, 
aged  39. 

Caleb  P.  Fisk,  son  of  Oliver  Fisk,  enlisted 
Aug.  27,  1862,  in  Co.  B,  14th  Yt.  Reg't,  for  9 
months.  He  died  of  disease  at  Wolf  Run 
Shoals,  Ya^,  June  20,  1863,  being  the  only  ono 
of  tho  nine  months  men  from  this  town,  who 
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died  by  disease.  His  remains  were  brought 
home  for  interment. 

"William  Gardner  enlisted  for  3  years  in  Co. 
P,  6th  Reg't,  Oct.  3,  1861.  Before  his  term 
expired  he  re  enlisted  Dec.  15,  1863,  and  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Petersburg,  June  21,  '64, 
aged  24. 

Spencer  Green  enlisted  for  3  years  in  Co. 
B,  9th  Reg't,  Dec.  1863,  and  died  of  disease 
Dec.  27,  '64,  aged  43;  being  the  first  one  in 
the  ninth  regiment  from  this  town  who  died. 
His  remains  were  brought  home  for  interment. 

George  E.  Kelly  enlisted  for  3  years  in  Co. 
B.  7th  Reg't,  Dec.  3,  1861,  and  died  March  11, 
1862.  He  was  a  man  of  good  ability  and  in- 
telligence.   He  left  a  wife  and  two  children. 

John  Kelly,  son  of  Nelson  Kelly,  enlisted 
for  3  years  as  corporal  in  Co.  F,  6th  Reg't,  Oct. 
3.  1861.  At  the  end  of  his  term  of  service  he 
re-enlisted  Jan.  1.  1864.  and  was  promoted  ser- 
geant— was  killed  at  Cedar  Creek,  Ya.,  Oct.  19, 
1864,  aeed  24.  He  was  one  of  the  first  who 
enlisted  into  the  sixth  regiment — being  first 
among  those  who  entered  the  service  in  the 
darkest  hour  of  the  nationt  and  when  strong 
arms  and  brave  hearts  were  needed.  He  was 
in  all  the  hard-fou<rht  battles  in  which  his  reg- 
iment was  engaged  at  Torktown,  "Williamsburg, 
Chickahominy,  Fair  Oaks,  Savase  Station.  White 
Oak  Swarap,  Malvern  Hill,  2d  Bull  Run.  Fred- 
ericksburg, Antietam,  Gettysburg,  Wilderness, 
Spotsylvania,  Petersburg!!,  Winchester,  Fisher's 
Hill — and  last  at  Cedar  Creek,  besides  numer- 
ous smaller  engagements  and  skirmishes.  In 
all  these  terrible  engagements  he  never  flinch- 
ed, although  several  times  wounded,  and  com- 
rades fell  thick  and  fast  around  him.  Both 
officers  and  comrades  give  him  the  name  of  be- 
ing a  good  and  faithful  soldier,  and  his  associ- 
ates all  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  his  brave- 
ry. He  sleeps  in  an  honored  grave  upon  the 
field  at  Cedar  Creek,  but  his  memory  is  here. 

John  McIntire  enlisted  for  3  years  in  Co. 
H,  1st  Yt.  cavalry.  Sept.  20,  1861.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  Ju- 
ly 3,  1863,  and  died  from  the  effects  of  starva- 
tion at  Anderson ville.  Ga.,  July  5,  1S64,  hav- 
ing suffered  for  about  one  year.  Although 
strong  and  muscular,  he  was  not  capable  of 
enduring  the  suff.-rimrs  and  torture  to  which 
our  poor  soldiers  were  subjected  at  Anderson- 
ville  prison.  He  left  a  widow  and  two  chil- 
dren. 

George  Stults  enlisted  for  3  years  iu  Co.  I, 
llh  Reg't,  Dec.  11.  1863,  and  died  of  disease 


Jan.  23,  1865,  at  Mobile,  leaving  a  widow  and 
two  children. 

Elisfia  F.  Sweat,  son  of  William  Sweat, 
enlisted  for  9  months  in  Co.  K,  14th  Resr't,  Sept. 
18,  1S62,  as  1st  sergeant,  and  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg  July  3,  1 863,  aged  30.  He 
was  highly  respected,  both  as  a  citizen  and 
soldier.  His  remains  were  brought  home  for 
interment  in  October,  1863. 

Josiah  Phillips  enlisted  in  Co.  D,  7th  Vt. 
Vols.  March  7,  1862 — went  South  and  joined 
the  regiment,  and  died  from  disease  Aug.  22, 

1862,  aged  40. 

Thomas  Van  Guilder  enlisted  for  3  yeara 
in  Co.  D,  7th  Reg't,  Jan.  1,  1862,  and  died  of 
disease  at  Mobile,  Feb.  4,  '63,  aged  27. 

Henry  II.  Yaughan,  son  of  Harrison 
Yaughan,  enlisted  for  9  months  in  Co.  B,  14th 
Yt.  Yols.  Aug.  27,  1862,  as  1st  sergeant,  and 
was  instantly  killed  by  the  explosion  of  a  shell 
at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  July  3,  1863.  He 
enlisted  from  purely  patriotic  motives,  as  he 
was  a  young  man  of  wealth  and  good  educa- 
tion, with  brilliant  prospects  in  the  future  ;  but 
he  felt  as  if  his  country  demanded  his  services. 
His  remains  were  brought  home  in  October, 

1863,  and  interred  by  the  side  of  his  father. 
Harvey  S.  Woodward  enlisted  for  3  years 

in  Co.  I,  7th  Reg't,  Jan.  30,  1S62  ;  went  South 
with  his  regiment,  and  died  Oct.  1 1,  1863.  Ho 
left  a  wife  and  one  son  to  mourn  his  loss. 

Stephen  Woods  enlisted  for  3  yea-s  from 
the  town  of  Pawlet,  in  Co.  K,  2d  Yt.  Reg't, 
Aug.  30,  1862 — served  out  his  term  of  enlist- 
ment, and  was  honorably  discharged  May  13, 
1865,  and  returned  home.  He  died  from  dis- 
ease contracted  while  in  the  army,  in  a  few 
months  after  his  return,  aged  41.  He  left  a 
wife  nad  several  children  ;  and  his  widow  re- 
ceives a  pension. 

Willard  W'oods.  son  of  Stephen  Woods, 
enlisted  for  3  years  from  the  town  of  Pawlet,  in 
Co.  C,  10th  Yt.  Reg't,  and  was  drowned  at 
Whitesford,  Md.,  May  7,  aged  19. 

LOCAL  MILITIA. 

It  became  necessary  at  a  very  early  dav  to 
organize  a  military  company,  which  arose  from 
our  critical  relations  to  New  York,  the  Revo- 
lutionary struggle,  and  tho  almost  constant  ap- 
prehensions of  an  invasion  from  Canada.  Co 
to  about  lb  12  there  was  but  one  standing  com- 
pany; after  which  time  there  were  three — one 
in  Little  Village,  one  at  tho  Corners,  and  one  at 
the  Borough.  These  companies  continued  in 
existence  down  to  about  1840,  when  they  were 
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disbanded.  Beside  these  standing  companies, 
there  was  organized  and  maintained  for  a  long 
period,  a  company  of  cavalry,  which  was  in 
existence  at  a  very  early  day  ;  but  we  are  una- 
ble to  determine  the  precise  date  of  its  organ- 
ization. A  portion  of  this  company  belonged 
ia  Wells  and  Tinmouth.  There  was  but  one 
captain  from  this  town — James  MeDaniels. 

The  first  infantry  company  was  in  existence 
as  early  as  1775.  Its  captains  were:  Mica 
Vail,  John  Vail,  Alexander  Barrett.  Miner  Hil- 
liard,  sen.,  Stephen  Calkins,  jr.,  and  P'dward 
Vail.  Among  the  members  of  this  company 
were:  Moses  Vail,  Ira  Vail.  Micah  Vail,  Allen 
Vail,  Joseph  Bartlett,  Martin  Larabee,  Daniel 
Allen,  Ira  Allen,  Joseph  Allen,  King  Allen, 
Benajah  Colvm,  Benoni  Colvin,  Luther  Colvin, 
Moses  Colvin,  Jeremiah  Colvin,  Caleb  Colvin, 
Allen  King,  Arnold  King,  Ezekiel  Cook,  Syl- 
vanus  Cook  and  William  Cook.  This  company 
continued  until  about  1812,  when  the  3  com- 
panies of  infantry  were  organized;  the  one  at 
the  Corners  being  the  oldest. 

Its  captains  were ;  Stephen  Calkins,  jr.,  Ed- 
ward Vail,  Jos.  Allen.  Seley  Vail,  Azh.  Hilliard, 
Isaac  Hilliard,  Dennis  Horton,  Isaac  McDaniels 
and  Miner  Hilliard,  2d.  Among  its  members 
■were  :  Edw'd  Vail,  jr.,  Ira  Seley,  Bromley  Seley, 
Jonathan  Seley,  Willard  Bromley,  Miner  Brom- 
ley, Israel  Fisk,  Reuben  Fisk,  Daniel  Fisk,  Hi- 
ram  Fisk,  Oliver  Fisk,  Rial  Fisk,  Joab  Fisk, 
John  Colvin,  Ira  Bromley,  Burt  Bromley,  Be- 
thuel  Bromley,  Roswell  Bromley,  Herrick 
Bromley,  John  Bromley,  Andrew  Bromley,  Hi- 
ram Bromley,  Nelson  Bromley,  Erastus  Brom- 
ley, Jefferson  Sherman,  Elihu  Sherman,  Ed- 
mund Sherman,  jr.,  Barton  Sherman,  Hansom 
Sherman,  Josiah  Phillips,  Orriu  Parris  and  Row- 
land Green. 

The  company  at  the  Borough,  or  east  side  of 
the  town,  was  next  organized.  Its  captains 
were:  Charles  Wells,  David  Youngs,  Benja- 
min Barnes,  William  Johnson,  Allen  Griffith 
and  Seth  Griffith.  Among  its  members  were  : 
Edward  Tabor.  Arden  Tabor,  John  Tabor,  Gid- 
eon Tabor,  JoLn  T.  Griffith,  Philip  Griffith, 
Daniel  Griffith,  Benjamin  Griffith,  Hiram  Grif- 
fith, George  Griffith,  Gardner  Griffith,  Bradford 
Barnes,  jr.,  Isaac  Griffith,  Anson  Griffith,  John 
White,  Joel  Perry,  Enos  Harrington,  William 
Soule,  Gardner  Soule,  Wesson  Soule.  James 
Soule,  Pardon  Soule,  John  Soule,  John  Fish.  Jo- 
seph Fish,  Joshua  Allen,  Isaac  Allen,  Laden 
Phillips,  Isaac  Phillips  and  Noah  Phillips. 

The  one  known  as  the  Little  Village  compa- 
ny wm  next  organized.     Its  captains  were: 


Elijah  Lillie,  Hosea  Barnes,  Caleb  Parris,  2d, 
Hiram  Lillie,  and  some  others.  The  ordinary 
routine  of  duty  for  these  companies  was,  to 
meet  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  in  each  year 
for  inspection  of  arms  and  drill,  and  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  October,  for  drill  and  exercise  ;  to 
which  were  sometimes  added  the  performance 
of  mock  fights.  They  also  attended  general 
muster  once  in  two  years,  usually  at  Tinmouth 
for  review.  Occasionally  they  met  for  brigade 
review.  The  only  compensation  for  all  their 
services,  and  for  keeping  themselves  uniformed, 
armed  and  equipped,  was  an  exemption  from 
poll-tax — worth  to  each  one,  perhaps,  75  cents 
per  year. 

Under  the  act  of  1864  a  military  organiza- 
tion was  effected,  in  conjunction  with  Mt.  Ta- 
j  bor.  consisting  of  50  men,  most  of  whom  were 
from  this  town.  Its  officers  were :  Milton  H. 
Pember,  captain;  Isaac  W.  Kelley,  1st  lieu- 
tenant, and  Isaac  A.  Sweat,  2d  lieutenant.  It 
was  assigned  as  Co.  E,  11th  Reg't,  3d  brigade. 
This  organization  continued  only  about  2  years, 
and  met  oti  the  1st  Tuesday  of  June  for  drill 
and  exercise.  Its  uniform,  arms  and  equip- 
ments were  found  by  the  State ;  and,  besides, 
it  had  pay  for  its  time.  Regimental  drills  were 
held  at  Manchester. 

The  following  field  and  general  officers  be- 
longed to  this  town :  Major  General,  Isaac 
Daniels;  Colonel,  Edward  Vail:  Colonel,  Hi- 
ram Lillie,  and  Major,  Miner  IIil1;ard. 

GEOLOGY. 

From  Prof.  A.  D.  Hager's  Geological  Map  of 
the  State,  we  find  that  the  middle  and  south- 
ern part  of  the  town  is  of  the  marble  and  lime- 
stone formation,  while  other  portions  of  the 
town  is  of  the  talcoid  schist  formation.  Gold 
in  alluvium  is  found  along  Mill  River.  There  is 
none  of  the  argillaceous  or  rooting  slate  forma- 
tion found  here,  and  which  is  found  extensive- 
ly a  few  miles  west.  Some  portions  of  the 
rock  formation  in  the  western  part  of  the  town 
is  said  to  be  interstratified  with  silicious  and 
magnesium  slate.  Beds  of  the  finest  limestone 
are  found  along  the  middle  and  southern  parts 
of  the  town,  which  was  formerly  quarried  and 
burned.  Extensive  beds  are  also  found  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  town,  which  have  been 
burned  to  a  considerable  extent. 
J  A  bed  of  plumbago  or  black  lead  exists  upon 
!  the  Hilliard  farm,  now  owned  by  Titus  Lyon. 
This  has  been  worked  to  some  extent.  Speci- 
mens of  galena  and  sulphuret  of  lead  have  also 
been  found  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  Up- 
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on  the  north  end  of  "  JEolus,"  or  Dorset  moun- 
tain, are  extensive  quarries  of  the  finest  mar- 
ble, which  are  being  worked  since  1810,  and 
the  vein  of  marble  in  that  portiou  of  the  town 
seems  to  be  inexhaustible.  Some  of  these 
veins  are  interstratified  with  black  dikes,  which 
present  a  very  curious  appearance,  but  which  is 
not  called  quite  so  good  as  marble.  There  is 
&  great  variety  of  rock  found  here.  Sandstones 
of  very  peculiar  formation  are  found  on  some 
farms.    A  good  building  stone  is  found  on  the 


1869,  which  led  to  the  discovery  of  other 
springs. 

The  most  noted  of  the  mineral  springs  in 
this  town  is  the  one  situated  upon  the  farm  of 
Isaac  Nichols,  discovered  in  1809.  This  spring 
belongs  to  the  "  Chalybeate"  class,  the  essential 
feature  of  which  is  the  presence  of  iron  in  so- 
lution ;  the  iron  being  in  the  form  of  "  Pro- 
toxide of  Iron."  It  has  been  visited  by  many 
at  home  and  from  abroad,  among  whom  are 
some  eminent  physicians,  who  pronounce  the 


farm  of  William  Herrick,  as  well  as  on  several  i  water  equally  as  valuable  as  that  of  any  of  the 


Others.  Lime  is  one  of  the  principal  constitu- 
ents of  most  of  the  rocks. 

There  is  also  a  great  variety  of  soil  found 
here,  which  is  nearly  all  susceptible  of  cultiva- 


noted  springs  in  the  State,  and  its  effects  are 
precisely  the  same.  The  water  taken  from  thi3 
spring  was  sent  to  Boston,  and  analyzed  by  a 
practical  chemist,  who  gives  the  following  an- 


t'on.    There  is  excellent  meadow  and  pasture  \  alysis  of  its  qualities: 


land  to  be  found.  Along  the  banks  of  Otter 
Creek  are  extensive  alluvial  meadows,  which 
are  enriched  by  periodical  overflows.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  soil  on  most  of  the  farms  is 
best  adapted  to  the  growth  of  grass,  corn,  grain, 
fruit,  &c,  while  a  smaller  portion  is  adapted  to 
the  growth  of  potatoes. 

Clay  fields  are  found  to  some  considerable  ex- 
tent. Upon  the  farm  of  H.  B.  Kelly  clay  has 
been  found  of  the  best  quality  for  brick  mak- 
ing. Large  deposits  of  muck  are  also  found 
on  many  farms.  Sand  beds  are  numerous, 
which  are  found  to  the  greatest  extent  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  town. 

There  are  some  curiosities,  which,  in  this  con- 
nection, will  be  worthy  of  notice.  In  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  town,  and  near  the  top  of 
the  mourn ain,  is  a  cavern  which  descends  like  a 
a  well  into  the  solid  rock.  Persons  have  been 
let  down  by  a  rope  150  feet  perpendicularly 
into  this  cavern,  without  discovering  any  bot- 
tom.   On  the  farm  owned  bv  0.  B.  IIu!ett  is  a 


Boston,  26th  April.  1869. 

Mr.  I.  Nichols,  Dauby,  Yermont : — The  min- 
eral water  received  from  you  has  been  analyzed 
with  the  following  result : 

One  gallon  (standard)  contains  eight  and  one- 
tenth  grains  of  dry  mineral  matter,  consisting 
of  Potash.  Soda,  Lime,  Magnesia,  and  Protox- 
ide of  Iron,  combined  with  sulphuric,  Silicic, 
Carbonic  and  Grenic  Acids,  aud  traces  of  Cio- 
rine. 

It  is  an  aerated,  alka'ine  chalybeate  water. 
The  compound  of  protoxide  of  iron  contained 
is  unusually  stable,  and  will  bear  boiling  with- 
out decomposition,  and  the  presence  of  alkalies 
with  this  adds  much  to  the  value  of  the  water, 
as  a  medicinal  agent.  It  is  like  some  of  the 
favorite  European  waters,  and  worthy  of  a  com- 
plete qualitative  analysis, 

Respectfully,        S.  Dana  Hayes, 

State  Assayer  of  Mass. 

The  spring  is  situated  about  2  miles  north 
of  the  Borough,  and  about  1-2  mile  from  tho 
railroad,  being  conveniently  accessible,  and 
will  no  doubt  rival  any  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  in  its  medicinal  effects.  Although' but  a 
short  time  has  elapsed  since  iis  discovery,  its 


spring  issuing  from  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  |  reputation  has  already  become  considerably 


the  volume  of  water  from  which  is  sufficient 
to  carry  a  saw-mill,  and  which  a  drought  never 
effects.  And  on  the  "  Hulett  farm,"  occupied 
by  Lyman  H.  Bromley,  is  a  maple  tree,  from 
the  body  of  which  grows  an  oak  limb. 

MINERAL  SPRINGS. 

This  town,  like  many  others  throughout  the 
State,  has  several  springs  which  possess  medi- 
cal properties.  It  has  been  a  well  known  fact 
for  many  years,  that  some  of  these  springs  pos- 
sess mineral  properties  which  are  curative  in 
their  nature.  The  medical  spring  upon  the 
farm  of  Ira  FT.  Vail  has  been  known  many 
years,  and  its  water  used.  The  subject  of  min- 
eral spring  water  was  much  talked  of  during 


extensive,  and  the  water  is  being  sought  after 
from  different  sections. 

THE  DASBY  BANK 

Was  chartered  in  October,  1850.  and  commenc- 
ed business  in  1851,  with  a  capital  of  $50,000. 
Jesse  Lapham  was  its  first  president,  and  held 
the  office  till  January,  18o2.  Jacob  W.  Moore 
was  cashier  from  commencement  till  '57.  The 
first  directors  were :  Jesse  Lapham,  Frederick 
Button,  Eiiada  Crampton,  Isaac  B.  Munson  and 
Augustus  G.  Clark,  which  board  continued  till 
January,  '56,  except  Crampton,  who  died,  and 
George  Capron  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

In  1S55  Chester  Hitchcock,  then  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  bought  about  nine-tenths  of  tho  bank, 
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and  in  January,  1850,  elected  a  new  board,  ex- 
ct'piing  Lapham,  which  board  were  as  follows: 
Jesse  Lapham,  Isaac  J.  Tail,  John  H.  Vail, 
Enoch  Smith  and  Udney  Burk.  In  January, 
1657,  Lapham  went  out,  and  the  directors  then 
were :  John  H.  Tail,  Isaac  J.  Tail,  Charles  M. 
Bruce,  Enoch  Smith  and  Udney  Burk.  Isaac 
J.  Tail  was  elected  presideut,  aud  John  H. 
Tail,  cashier. 

The  bank  failed  in  Sept.,  1S57,  and  Hon.  A. 
L.  Miner  of  Manchester,  was  appointed  receiv- 
er, in  December  Following.  When  the  bank 
failed  C.  Hitchcock  and  J.  T.  Hatch  of  Buffalo, 
owed  it  $3.0.000,  which  proved  a  total  loss,  and 
other  bad  debts  made  the  loss  exceed  twice  the 
amount  of  the  capital  stock. 

FREEMASONRY. 

Farmers'  Lodge,  Xo.  30,  was  chartered  Oct. 
1,  and  organized  Oct  26,  1811,  and  met  for  the 
first  time  in  the  hall  of  Henry  Herrick,  jr.,  at 
the  Corners.  The  charter  was  granted  to  Pe- 
rez Brown,  Xathan  Wreller,  Henry  Herrick,  jr.. 
Israel  Phillips,  John  Harrington,  Israel  Fisk, 
David  Youngs  and  others.  Peres  Brown  was 
its  first  master;  Xathan  Weller,  first  senior 
warden,  and  Henry  Herrick,  jr.,  its  first  junior 
warden. 

The  Lodge  continued  to  hold  its  meetings  at 
the  hall  of  Henry  Herrick,  jr.,  until  1822,  when 
it  met  at  the  hall  of  Charles  Walbridge  at  the 
Borough  during  1823.  In  1824  it  met  several 
times  at  the  house  of  Hosea  "Williams,  and  in 
August  of  the  same  year  its  meetings  were 
held  at  the  Corners  in  the  hall  of  the  widow 
Charity  Herrick,  where  it  contiued  to  meet  un- 
til December,  1825  ;  after  which  it  met  at  the 
hall  of  Xicholas  Jenks.  In  1826  lhe  Lodge 
met  at  the  hall  of  Samuel  Harnden,  and  in  '27 
at  the  hall  of  Epraim  Gilrnore.  In  June  of  the 
same  year  it  was  again  held  at  the  hall  of  wid- 
ow Hei  rick,  where  it  continued  to  meet  until 
1832,  when  its  meetings  were  held  in  the  hall 
of  David  Kelly.  The  Lodge  suspended  its 
meetings  in  1S32,  and  they  were  not  resumed. 

Among  the  members  of  Farmers'  Lodge  were: 
Perez  Brown,  Xathan  Weller.  Henry  Herrick, 
jr ,  Jared  Lobdel,  Join  Harrington,  Samuel 
Emerson,  Capt.  Miner  Ililliard,  Ezekiel  Ross, 
Beujamin  S.  Phillips,  John  Signor,  jr.,  Chad 
Phillips,  Israel  Fisk,  Benjamin  Fisk.  Moses  Am- 
bler, John  Lobdel,  Israel  Phillips,  John  Vaugh- 
an,  Reuben  Fi-k,  Amos  Ross,  David  Youngs, 
Abraham  Allen,  Elisha  Leach,  Andrus  Eagles- 
ton,  Xathan  Weller,  jr.,  John  Griffith,  Aznriah 
Ililliard,  Xicholas  Cook,  Deliverance  Haskins, 
Elisha  Peckham,  Alexander  Tift,  Andrew  Ed- 


dy, 2d,  Pratt  Curtis,  Peter  Harrington,  Abner 
Croff,  James  Sweat,  jr,  John  Allen,  William  B. 
Seley,  Humphrey  Gilford,  Albemarle  Williams, 
Jaman  Curtis,  Loring  Dean,  Yrilliam  Bebee, 
Carlton  Gifford,  William  Johnson,  Spencer 
Whales,  Pain  Gilbert(  Moses  Ward,  Edmund 
Sherman,  George  W.  Dewey,  Hosea  Eddy,  Ar- 
win  Hutchins,  Ira  Seley,  Paziah  Crampton, 
Xicholas  Jenks,  Isaac  Hilliard,  Anthony  Col- 
vin,  John  Wood,  Steadman  Bebee,  Chauncy  Ste- 
vens, Leonard  Palmer,  Lemuel  Stafford,  Lph- 
raim  Roberts,  Jacob  Lyon,  Abram  Locke,  Jo- 
seph Libbee,  Allen  C.  Roberts,  Stephen  Cal- 
kins, Jonathan  Brewer,  Josiah  Phillips,  Abel 
Huskins,  Edward  Vail,  jr.,  Jonathan  Weller, 
Lyman  R  Fisk,  Joseph  Allen,  Ormond  X.  Blin, 
Daniel  Axtel,  David  Sayles,  Enoch  Congor, 
Foster  Harvy.  Samuel  Harnden. 

The  masters  of  Farmers'  Lodge  were  ;  Peres 
Brown  from  1S11  to  '12  ;  J.:red  Lobdel,  from 
1812  to  '15  ;  Moses  Ambler,  from  '15  to  '16; 
David  Youngs,  from  '16  to  '20  ;  Aza'h  Hilliard, 
from  '20  to  '23  ;  Samuel  Emerson,  from  '23  to 
'24;  Azariah  Hilliard,  from  '24  to  '25  ;  David 
Youngs,  from  '25  to  '28 ;  Azar'h  EilliarJ,  from 
'23  to  '31 ;  Xathan  Weller,  from  '31  to  '32. 

The  senior  wardens  were  :  Xathan  Weller, 
from  1811  to  '15  ;  David  Youngs,  from  '15  to 
'16;  Samuel  Emerson,  from  '16  to  '18;  Azarh 
Hilliard,  from  '18  to  '20;  Samuel  Emerson, 
from  '20  to  '23 ;  Andrus  Eggleston,  from  '23  to 
'28  ;  Samuel  Emerson,  from  '23  to  '2y ;  Josiah 
Phillips,  from  '29  to  '32. 

Its  junior  wardens  were  :  Henry  Herrick,  jr., 
from  1811  to '14;  Aza'h  Hilliard,  from  '14  to 
'16  ;  I>rael  Fisk,  from  '16  to  '18;  Samuel  Em- 
erson, from  '18  to  '22  ;  Israel  Fisk,  from  '22  to 
'24  ;  William  Johnson,  from  '24  to  '26;  Eenja- 
min  Fisk,  from  '26  to  '28  ;  Xicholas  Jenks, 
from  '2i  to  '30  ;  Xathan  Weller,  from  '30  to 
'31  ;  Lyman  R.  Fisk,  from  '31  to  '32. 

Its  treasurers  were:  Moses  Ambler,  Miner 
Ililliard,  Samuel  Emerson,  John  Wood,  Israel 
Fisk.  Its  secretaries  were:  John  Lobdel,  Chad 
Phillips,  Moses  Ward,  Andrus  Eggleston,  X  ch- 
olas  Jenks,  Abram  Locke,  Stephen  Calkins,  Ed- 
ward Tail,  jr.  Its  deacons  were :  Jared  Lob- 
del, Israel  Fisk,  Yiner  Ililliard,  Samuel  Emer- 
son, Deliverance  Haskins,  William  B.  Seley, 
Xicholas  Cook,  James  Sweat,  Authony  Colvin, 
Isaac  Hilliard,  Abel  Haskins,  Lyman  R,  Fisk, 

The  Masonic  institution  was  revived  her-e  in 
1800,  when  Marble  Lodge,  Xo.  76,  was  or^-an- 
ized,  and  now  numbers  over  40  members.  Its 
meetings  are  held  at  the  Borough.  Its  masters 
have  been:    B.  F.  Eddy  and  W.  II.  Bond; 
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senior  wardens,  W.  H.  Bond,  P.  Holtoa  and  D. 
H.  Lane :  junior  wardens,  P.  tlolton,  EL  H.  Dee- 
be  and  C.  II.  Cougdon:  treasurers,  D.  A.  Kelly. 
B.  A.  Fisk ;  secretaries,  L.  P.  Howe,  A.  S.  Ba- 
ker ;  senior  deacons,  Isaac  W.  Kelly,  J.  C. 
Williams,  D.  II.  Lane,  Dr.  E.  0.  Whipple  ;  ju- 
nior deacons,  0.  G-.  Baker,  E.  J.  Read,  L.  S. 
Waldo;  chaplain,  0.  H.  Rounds;  stewards. 
B.  N.  Colvin,  J.  J.  Soule,  George  W.  Baker, 
J.  C.  King;  marshals,  C.  H.  Congdon,  J.  Dil- 
lingham, William  Vail ;  tylers,  A.  N.  Cook,  J. 
E.  Hagar,  Israel  Sheldon. 

TEMPER  ANTE. 

The  town  of  Danby  has  always  been  foremost 
in  casting  her  vote  in  favor  of  the  strongest 
measures,  in  all  the  different  phases  of  legal 
restriction  and  prohibition,  and  has  had  many 
strong  advocates  of  temperance  among  her  in- 
habitants. During  the  past  few  years,  and 
while  this  new  impetus  was  being  given  to  the 
temperance  movement  in  other  parts  of  the 
State,  the  people  of  this  town  have  not  been 
behind.  In  1868  Cashing  Lodge,  No.  68. 1.  0. 
G.  T.  was  organized,  and  their  labors  thus  far 
have  been  blessed  with  good  results.  The 
Lodge  numbers  at  present  over  70  members 
being  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  and  for 
the  great  work  in  which  it  is  engaged,  promis- 
es auspicious  results  for  the  future. 


TOWN'  CENSU8.  JUNE   1,  1870. 

The  whole  number  of  inhabitants  1321 ; 
males.  675;  females,  646;  colored  males,  1; 
colored  females,  1 ;  number  of  dwellings,  263  ; 
number  of  families,  268  ;  males  of  f  »rei_rn  birth, 
48  ;  number  whose  father  was  of  foreign  birth, 
251;  number  whose  mother  was  of  foreign 
birth,  250.  Aggregate  age,  36,890  years  ;  av- 
erage age,  27,928.  Number  of  voters,  329: 
number  attending  school  within  the  year,  8c>'j  ; 
number  who  cannot  read  nor  write,  6  :  doa£ 
dumb  and  blind,  1 ;  deaf  and  dumb,  3  ;  blind, 
two. 

Of  men  over  21,  there  are  farmers,  259; 
carpenters,  11;  blacksmiths,  4;  shoemakers 
7  ;  photographers,  1  ;  masons,  5  ;  dealers  and 
finishers  of  marble,  2  ;  wagon-makers,  3  ;  deal- 
ers in  lumber,  2  ;  house-builders,  3  ;  painters, 
3;  harness-makers.  3  ;  railroad  employ- es  S; 
employed  on  marble  quarry  13;  tinners.  1; 
merchants,  6  ;  produce  dealers,  2  :  tanners,  2  ; 
hotel  keepers,  1 ;  clergymen,  2  ;  physicians,  2  ; 
attorneys,  1 ;  teachers,  14. 

LONGEVITY  INT  DANBY,  IN  1870. 

One  man  and  woman,  each,  80  years  of  asre: 
1  each,  SI;  1  man  and  2  women.  S3;  1  wo- 
I  man,  84;  1  man  of  87,  1  of  88,  and  1  of  89* 
'  1  man  and  1  woman,  aged  93. 


NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS  IN  THIS  TOWN,  FOR  THE  YEARS  NAMED,  TAKES' 
FROM  THE  REGISTRATION  REPORTS. 


BIRTHS.  MARRIAGES.  DEATHS. 


SEX.  PARENTAGE.  NATIVITY.  SEX.  AGE. 
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PRODUCTIONS  OF  AQEICULTUEE. 

No.  of  farms  producing  to  the  amount  of 
$500,  130 
No.  acres  of  improved  land,  15,027 
M     "     "  unimproved  "  8.40S 
Present  cash  value  of  farms,  $  678,700 

Average  price  per  acre,  $  28,90 

Value  of  farming  implements  and  ma- 
chinery, $  32,770 
Total  amt.  wages  paid  during  the  year, 

including  board.  $  24,  370 

LIVE  STOCK  ENDING  JUNE  1,  1870. 

Horses,  268  ;  milch  cows,  1617  ;  working 
oxen,  52;  other  cattle,  714;  sheep,  924; 
swine,  236  ;  value  of  all  live  stock,  §130,335. 

PRODUCE,  FOE  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE 
1,  1870. 

No.  bushels  wheat,  1018;  rye,  100;  In- 
dian corn,  14,150 ;  oats,  10,219;  barley,  10; 
buckwheat,  1,934.  No.  lbs.  wool,  4,492  ;  No. 
bush,  peas  and  beans,  197  ;  potatoes,  32,000  ; 
value  of  orchard  products,  $5533 ;  produce 
of  market  gardens,  $1395  ;  No.  lbs.  butter, 
35,250;  cheese,  437;  tons  of  hay,  6,268; 
bush,  grass  seed,  175  ;  No.  lbs.  maple  sugar, 
53,395;  gall,  molasses,  1,191;  lbs.  honey, 
1100  -  value  of  forest  products,  $11,481 ;  val- 
ue of  animals  slaughtered  or  sold  for  slaugh- 
ter, $21,225;  value  of  home  manufactures, 
$525 ;  estimated  value  of  all  farm  produc- 
tions $243,950. 


A  BARGAIN. 

BY  SARAH  A.  BOTCE.* 

"Going!  going!  going! 

"Who  bids  for  the  mother's  care  ? 
Who  bids  for  the  blue  eyed  girl  ? 

Her  skin  is  fair,  and  her  soft  brown  hair 
Is  guiltless  of  a  curl  I" 

The  mother  clasped  her  babe 

With  an  arm  that  love  made  strong  ; 
She  heaved  a  sigh,  but  her  burning  eye 

Told  of  the  spirit's  wrOMg. 
She  gazed  on  the  heartless  crowd, 

Bnt  no  pitying  glance  she  saw, 
For  the  crushing  woe  her  soul  must  know, 

Was  sanctioned  by  the  law. 

"Going!  gentlemen!  going! 

The  child  is  worth  your  bids  ; 
Here's  a  bargain  to  be  gained, — 

This  chubby  thing  will  one  day  bring 
A  pile  of  yellow  gold." 

"  A  dollar  a  pound '."  cries  a  voice 

Hoarsely  from  out  the  throng  ; 
"Two  !  three  !  five"  it  calls  and  the  hammer  falls; 

"  Five  dollars,  gentlemen,  gone  I" 

•  Now  the  wife  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Nichols. 


Five  dollars  a  pound  1  and  his  hand, 

Just  stretched  to  grasp  the  child, 
Is  smitten  aside  by  the  giant  might 

Of  the  inauiac  mother,  wild. 

One  moment,  and  the  loaded  whip 

Is  poised  above  her  head, 
Then  down,  down,  it  came  on  her  helpless  frame, 

Like  a  crushing  weight  of  lead, 
With  a  tightening  grasp  on  her  knidnapped  child, 

She  falls  to  the  cold,  damp  ground  ; 
And  the  baby  is  laid  on  the  scales  and  weighed, 

And  sold  for  live  dollars  per  pound. 

And  the  eye  of  the  sun  looks  down 

Uudimned  on  such  scenes  of  sin; 
And  the  freemen's  tungue  must  be  chained  and  dumb, 

Though  his  spirit  burns  within. 
O  God  !  for  a  million  Tongues 

To  thunder  Freedom's  name, 
And  to  utter  a  cry  which  should  pierce  the  sky, 

The  indignant  cry  of  shame  1 

Our  eagle's  talons  are  red 

With  the  recking  blood  of  the  slave, 
And  he  kindly  tlings  his  protecting  wings 

O'er  the  site  of  Freedom's  grave ! 
How  long,  O  Lord  !  how  long  ! 

Awake  in  thy  mercy  and  might, 
And  hasten  the  day  which  shall  open  the  way 

Of  Truth,  and  Justice  and  Right. 


LAMENT  FOR  DR.  E.  K.  KANE. 
Who  died  at  Havana,  February  16, 1857. 

BY  8ARAH  A.  BOYCE. 

Wail  !  for  the  mighty  is  fallen  ! 

Mourn  !  for  our  lo^ed  one  sleeps  I 

The  pride  of  our  nation  in  death  lies  low, 

And  the  flower  of  our  nation  weeps  1 

The  man  who  knew  not  fear 

Has  bowed  to  the  foe  at  last, 

And  the  hero  brave  of  Northern  Seas 

In  death  is  frozen  fast. 

Let  the  anguished  wail  ring  out, 

Our  mountains  and  rocks  among, 

And  the  blackened  cloud  of  woe  be  found 

Where  the  morning  sunbeams  hung! 

Mother!  thou'st  shed  not  thy  tears  alone  1 

A  nation  weeps  for  thy  death  cold  son! 

Father  !  minglinjr  its  tears  with  thine 

A  wide  world  bows  at  thy  lost  son's  shrine  ! 

There  is  no  beauty,  nor  glory,  nor  grace; 

There  is  no  certain  abiding  place, 

Since  he  could  die, 
While  his  sun  shone  bish. 
While  the  blast  of  the  silver  trumpet  of  fame 
Like  music  over  his  spirit  came, 
And  the  worshiping  love  of  a  nation's  heart 

Was  freely  poured  to  him  ; 
But  the  star  of  his  glory  that  flamed  in  pride 

In  death  is  clouded  and  dim. 
Gone  !  gone !  gone  ! 
We  shall  never  see  him  more, 
Nevermore!  Nevermore  1 
His  work  is  done? 
nis  good  brig  is  moored  at  last, 
Sails  are  furled  and  cables  fast, 
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And  through  ages  long  and  chill 
The  same  ice  shall  shroud  it  still, 

In  its  uarrow  home? 
But  the  captain  is  not  there! 
Boundless  fields  of  knowledge  fair 

Now  are  all  his  own ! 
And  the  simple  earnest  prayer 
Breathed  in  suffering  and  care. 

"  Restore  us  to  our  home." 
God  in  mercy  bowed  to  hear. 
And  beneath  the  sable  bier 

Rests  the  wearied  one  I 
The  strong  men  of  the  sea, 

Whose  hearts  are  true  and  bold, 
Mourn  that  their  loved  and  honored  chief 

Lies  in  his  earth-bed  cold; 
And  Flans  in  his  distant  Efah  home, 

Will  weep  in  the  arms  of  his  bride 
When  he  knows  that  the  n  ileyak  he  loved 

Has  laid  him  down  and  died. 
Best  in  thy  slumber  sweet ! 

The  laurel  is  on  :'hy  brow! 
And  the  tears  of  a  wide  world's  bleeding  heart 

Are  poured  around  thee  now! 
Thou  knowest  it  not;   in  thy  Father's  arms 

There  is  rest  and  pca-^e  for  thee, 
Where  the  weary  soul  "  remembereth  not 

The  moaning  of  the  sea !" 


HENRY  H.  V  AUG  HAN. 
Who  was  killed  at  Gettysburg,  July  3d,  1863. 

BY  MRS.  S.  A.  NICHOLS. 

Where  the  hilside  slopes  to  the  southern  sun, 
And  a  rambling  orchard  buds  and  blows, 

A  lone  grave  sleeps  in  the  waving  grass, 
Or  hides  'neath  the  deep  New  England  snows. 

Long  years  ago,  in  his  quiet  rest, 

They  laid  a  husband  and  father  there, 

The  burden  of  life,  was  a  weary  load 
Too  great  for  his  feeble  strength  to  bear. 

And  the  young  wife  sat  in  her  stricken  home, 
With  her  fair  haired  boy  upon  her  knee, 

'Numl>ed  with  a  sorrow,  too  deep  for  words, 
Alone  in  her  fearful  agony. 

Through  days  and  nights  6he  wrestled  and  strove, 

Beating  the  tide  of  anguish  back, 
That  her  hand  might  be  strong  to  guide  her  son 

Wisely  and  well,  on  life's  devious  track. 

And  at  last  in  his  manhood's  gloriou^  strength 
Ho  stood  ;  the  light  of  her  widowed  home: 

And  asked  her  to  lay  on  her  country's  shrine, 
The  priceless  gem  she  had  thought  her  own. 

Under  the  shimmering  light  of  the  moon, 
The  grave  in  the  orchard,  peaceful  lay, 

And  her  tried,  true  heart  dared  only  to  ask, 
"  If  his  father  was  living  what  would  he  say." 

Well  she  knew,  that  the  loyal  man, 

Would  give  his  treasure,  his  life,  hi9  son, 

To  aid  the  perilled  cause  of  the  right, 
And  she  must  do  aa  he  would  have  done. 

80  she  laid,  for  a  time  h»r  terror  aside, 
And  blest  her  boy  with  tearless  eye, 


And  sent  him  out  from  his  lovo-crowned  home, 
In  the  smoke  of  the  battle-field  to  die. 

Then  she  turned  to  her  househol  I  cares, 

Doing  the  duty  that  nearest  lay, 
Patiently  bearing  the  burden  of  life, 

And  not  forgetting  to  pray. 

Aye,  pray  ;  thou  has  need,  for  thy  fair-haired  son 
Sleeps  at  Gettysburg,  gory  and  dim, 

His  blue  eyes  glassy,  his  fair  hair  torn  ! 
Pray  for  thyself,  mother,  not  for  him. 


SONG  TO  THE  EMIGRANT. 

BY  MRS.  H.  M.  CRAP9. 

From  the  Emerald  Isle  they  cross  the  sea, 
To  our  land  they  com  \  the  home  of  the  free, 
And  their  hearts  oppressed  by  want  and  care, 
Grow  light  again  when  they  breathe  our  air. 

A  mighty  band  they  will  soon  become, 
They  re  hast'ning  on,  the  old  and  the  young; 
The  Emigrant  come<  from  a  foreign  shore, 
The  high,  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor. 

To  the  homo  of  the  free  they  hasten  on  ; 
Our  fields  are  broad  and  wave  with  corn, 
Emigrant  haste  to  the  Western  plain, 
Build  thee  a  cabin  and  sow  the  grain, 

And  thy  fields  shall  teem  with  golden  grain 
Haste  thee,  emigrant,  over  the  plain  ; 
Independent  as  the  lord  who  gave 
The  right  to  toil,  to  be  his  slave. 

Shalt  thou  be  there,  in  thy  cabin  home, 
When  thy  fields  are  glemed,  thy  harvest  done  ? 
Then  haste  thee  emigrint  on  to  weal 
From  the  laud  that  crushed  thee  with  iron-heel. 

Our  fields  are  broad,  we  welcome  thee, 
None  shall  ask  thee  to  bow  thy  knee, 
Or  doff  thy  hat  when  they  pass  theo  by, 
All  are  equal,  none  are  high. 

Then  haste  thee  emigrant  over  the  plain, 
Build  thee  a  cabin  and  sow  thy  grain, 
And  there  beneath  thy  tree  and  vino, 
Sit  thee  down  in  life's  decline. 


THE  WANDERER'S  LAST  SONG. 

BY  MnS.  H.  M.  CRKPO. 

Green  are  the  hills  of  my  home  in  Vermont, 
Moss-grown  the  roof  of  my  father's  low  cot, 

Sweot  are  the  roso'i  that  bloom  near  its  door, 
The  song  of  the  blue-bird  that  flits  o'er  the  moor. 

The  home  of  my  childhood  I  ne'er  shall  9"6  more, 

There  kindred  await  mo — in  vain  I  deplore, 
That  fate  that  has  left  me  to  die  here  alone, 
Pur  away  from  my  lovod  ones, — my   own  cherished 
homo. 

In  the  land  of  the  stranger — kind  friends  will  weep, 
For  one  who  is  sleeping  far  o'er  the  blue  deep  ; 

Oh,  why  did  I  leave  them,  in  a  strange  land  to  roam  f 
A  shadow  will  darken  their  once  happy  home. 
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My  mother  is  waiting  beside  the  bright  hearth, 

lu  the  cot  ou  the  hill  side— my  father  comes  forth 
From  bis  fields  that  are  waving  with  bright  golden 
grain, 

Bat  never,  0  never  shall  I  greet  them  again. 

Green  are  the  hills  of  my  home  in  Vermont, 
Moss-grown  the  roof  of  my  father's  low  cot, 

Sweet  are  the  roses  that  bloom  near  the  door. 
Of  the  cot  on  the  kill-side  I  ne're  shall  see  more. 


THE  QUAKER  GIRL. 

BY  MRS.  H.  M.  CRAPO. 

She  is  both  good  and  sensible, 

No  modern  belle  is  she, 
She  scorneth  affectation, 

And  that  right  heartily. 

She  does  not  change  her  manner, 

When  gentlemen  are  by, 
She  does  not  blush  and  simper, 

And  downward  cast  her  eye. 

She  wears  no  gaudy  colors, 
Her  dress  is  plain  and  neat 

She  wears  no  trails  nor  flounces 
To  sweep  and  dust  the  street. 

Says  "  thee,"  and  "  thou"  so  sweetly, 
I  know  you  all  would  love  her, 

If  you  could  know  Ruth  Halliday, 
The  Quaker's  only  daughter. 


NOT  YET. 

BT  CHA3.  H.  CONGDOX. 

At  fifteen  I  was  anxious  very, 

That  time  should  waft  me  o'er  the  ferry, 

To  manhood's  golden  gifted  power, 
So  anxious  and  uneasy  I, 
My  patience  it  did  sorely  try. 

Some  spirit  whispered  in  that  hour, 
Not  yet  1 

At  twenty,  could  not  make  it  soem, 
That  I  knew  less,  than  at  fifteen, — 

And  so  I  strove  and  jogged  along, 
But  then  there  comes  with  length'ning  years, 
Which  at  fifteen  excites  no  fears, 

That  spirit  speaks  in  accents  strong, 
Not  yet  I 

At  twenty- five,  we  are  not  cured 
Of  what  at  fifteen  we  endured, 

In  almost  hopeless  misery. 
Begin  to  dream  of  something  wrong, 
Bat  days  and  weeks  still  speed  along 

In  slow  succession  they  pass  by! 

Not  yet  I 

At  thirty  we  would  fain  look  back, 
Upon  the  well  known  beaten  track. 

And  wish  t'were  straighter,  better  trod, 
But  business  now  our  thoughts  engage, 
For  what  may  etare  us  in  old  ago, 

And  I  a  begging  way  might  plod, 
Not  yet  1 


But  thirty-five  soon  hastens  on, 
New  years  come — but  soon  are  gone, 

As  gone  so  many  have  before 
Yet  scarce  we  heed  how  swift  they  pass, 
Until  we're  booked  as  old  at  last, 

That  spir.t  whispers  as  of  yore, 
Not  yet  I 

Ah  !  forty  did  you  say — in  truth 
I  feel  as  young  as  in  my  youth  ; 

You  say  I'm  getting — yes  I'm  old — 
But  then,  three  score  and  ten  long  years, 
'Allotted  is  to  man, — who  fears 

When  only  forty  has  been  told, 
Not  yet  1 

Then  since  I'm  writing  up  my  time, 
Nay  putting  it  in  uncouth  rhyme, 

Why  should  I  need  a  gentle  hint 
That  at  forty-five  the  scales  may  turn, 
As  less'ning  fires  more  dimly  burn. 

Now  must  I  think  my  powers  to  stint? 

Not  yet! 

To  day  I'm  fifty  I  declare  ! 

My  face  is  wrinkled,  gray  my  hair  I 

At  fifteen — thirty — did  not  dream, 
But  life  would  pass  without  a  ripple, 
Now  I'm  rheumatic,  almost  a  cripple. 

Is  life  a  burden  as  it  seems  ? 
Not  yet !  Not  yet ! 
Danby,  Oct.  6th,  1870. 


ON  THE  DEATH  OF  DR.  JOHN  FOX. 
Who  died  June  17th,  1S53. 

BY  A.  8.  BAKER. 

Lo  on  the  silent  breeze  is  borne, 

A  tale  of  grief  and  dread, 
An  honored  one  has  just  passed  on, 

Is  numbered  with  the  dead. 

Those  friends  who  hold  him  all  so  dear, 

May  well  in  anguish  mourn, 
That  cherished  one  to  them  so  dear, 

Has  passed  away  and  gone. 

Yet  not  alone  to  grief  will  bend, 

Those  of  his  kindred  clan, 
The  healing  art  has  lost  a  friend, 

The  world  an  honored  man. 

Amid  the  scenes  of  piin  and  death, 

A  useful  life  he  led, 
He  soothed  the  weak  and  feeble  breath, 

And  smoothed  the  dying  bed. 

Now  long  will  suffering  mortals  wait, 

For  his  return  acain. 
He's  passed  beyond  the  royal  gate. 

They'll  wait  for  him  in  vaiu. 

(Written  June  ISth,  1S53.) 


MY  MOUNTAIN  HOME. 

BY  A.  8.  BAKER. 

I  lore  my  home,  though  other  lands 
May  boast  of  fairer  fields, 
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I  love  my  home  though  India's  strands 

The  fragrant  spices  yield  : 
My  mountain  home  is  dearer  still, 

Though  mid  the  forest  trees  ; 
For  sweetly  flows  the  dancing  rill, 

And  healthful  is  the  breeze. 

Let  others  praise  the  beauties  of 

The  smiling  tar  off  West, 
Fffl  not  ashamtd  to  own  I  love 

My  native  land  the  best ; 
For  fairer  suns  have  never  shone, 

On  any  land  or  clime, 
Than  shines  above  my  own  dear  home, 

This  mountain  home  of  mine. 

The  breeze  is  pure,  the  sky  serene, 

The  woodlands  fair  to  view, 
The  eummer  robes  the  fields  in  green. 

The  people  all  are  true. 
And  e'en  the  rude  blast's  chilling  wind, 

Is  music  sweet  to  me; 
I  love  its  snow-clad  hills  and  dales, 

Its  bleak  winds  whistling  free. 


THE  CHRYSALIS. 

BY  CHAS.  H.  C0X0D0.V. 

When  I  attempt  a  search,  throughout 

Creation's  vast  domaiu, 
Things  curious,  wonderfully  wrought, 

Fill  up  this  being's  chain. 

The  other  mom,  though  winter's  claim 
Its  zenith  scarce  had  pa-sed, 

A  chrysalis  that  long  had  laid, 
Unconscious  of  the  piercing  blast, 

Was  wakened  from  its  torpid  dreams, 
By  balmy  breezes'  gentle  power, 

And  from  its  self-made  prison  beams, 
The  golden  light,  the  blissful  shower, 

And  forth  it  came  the  joy  of  all, 

Itself  was  joyous  too, 
It  came  at  nature's  earnest  call, 

Of  nature's  wealth  to  woo. 


CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

BY  BISHOP  DE  GOESBP.IAJJD. 

The  first  missionary  who  paid  regular  vis- 
its to  the  Catholics  who  lived  about  this 
place  was  Rev.  J.  Daly.  Since  the  year  1854, 
they  have  been  attended  at  ditferent  intervals 
by  the  priests  who  resided  at  East  Rutland, 
Bennington  or  East  Dorset.  Rev.  Thomas 
Gaffney  of  East  Dorset  has  now  charge  of 
the  mission,  where  there  ore  about  30  fam- 
ilies. Up  to  this  time  (1^72.)  they  had  no  I 
place  of  worship.  Last  year  they  purchased 
the  building  which  had  been  built  and  wafl 
once  used  for  a  Bank,  and  it  having  beea. 
tastefully  repaired,  is  now  used  by  them  as  I 
a  i  :;urch.  I 


REMINISCENCE3  OF  MRS.  EUNICE  BULL,  WIDOW 
OF  ELIJAH  BULL  OF  DANBY — ilAR.  1,  1864. 

[Taken  from  her  lips  by  our  hand.  The 
excellent  old  lady  was  remarkable  for  her 
intelligence  and  mental  ability. — Ed.] 

"  My  maiden  name  was  Bump.  My  fath- 
er was  Edward  Bump,  2d,  called  Capt.  Bump. 
When  I  asked  him  why  he  was  called  Cap- 
tain, he  answered  "  I  was  captain  of  the 
cripple  company."  I  think,  he  had  a  com- 
mission under  King  George.  He  was  bound 
to  a  farmer  till  14  years  of  age.  He  and  my 
mother  both  came  from  Connecticut.  My 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Jerusha  Wheat, 
and  her  mother's  family  name  was  Gale. 
My  mother  had  a  brother  killed  in  building 
Norwich  bridge,  Connecticut,  where  the 
great  railroad  disaster,  a  few  years  since  oc- 
curred. She  was  left  an  orphan  when  but 
7  years  of  age.  Her  husband  was  also  an 
orphan.  They  were  married  at  Dr.  Payne's 
in  Canaan,  Ct.,  with  whose  family  my  mother 
lived.  My  parents  were  married  in  January 
— and  soon  after  their  marriage,  the  same 
month,  settled  in  Wallingford  Vt — rising  of 
90  years  since.  Three  children  were  born  to 
them  in  Wallingford  before  myself,  now 
aged  84.  (July  27,  1SG3.)  Their  children 
were :  Lael,  Edward,  Maria,  (Mrs.  Perry 
Wells  of  Wallingford  ;  deceased)  Eunice  (my- 
self) Jerusha  (married  Abijah  Nelson  ;  set- 
tled in  New  York  State ;  deceased.)  Bela 
(died  young)  Ain,  Abner  (now  living  in  West 
Springfield,  Pa., — Ain  in  Wisconsin  or  a 
Western  State — Leal  and  Edward  also  live 
at  the  West. 

Eunice,  (myself)  married  Elijah  son  of 
Crispin,  son  of  Timothy  Bull. 

Timothy  Bull  of  Rhode  Island  married 
Patience  Page  of  the  same  State.  They  first 
settled  in  Clarendon,  Vt. :  afterward  they 
lived  and  died  in  Dan  by.  Timothy  lived  to 
the  age  of  97.  Patience,  his  wife,  was  for 
many  years  a  doctress  or  midwife.  While 
they  lived  in  Clarendon  an  English  soldier 
came  to  them  one  night  who  was  sick  and 
begged  for  medicine  and  to  stay  over  niqht. 
For  humanity's  sake  he  was  taken  in  and  a 
bed  made  for  him  on  the  floor  of  the  cabin 
and  Mrs.  Bull  made  him  an  herb  tea.  About 
light,  they  knew  ho  was  there,  but  when 
they  bad  risen  in  the  morning,  he  was  gone, 
but  they  knew  uot  where.  The  whigs  who 
had  got  track  of  his  having  been  there,  came 
to  quc.-tiou  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bull.    They  could 
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not  elicit  anything  satisfactory,  and  went  so 
far  as  to  hang  the  old  man  twice  at  his  own 
d.jor  till  almost  dead.  His  wife,  not  allowed 
to  speak  a  word,  stood  by  and  witnessed  the 
barbarity.  Timothy  and  Patience  Ball  had 
children  ;  Page  who  died  in  Connecticut  and 
left  two  children  ;  Crispian,  Michael,  William- 
eon  and  Phoebe — Michael  went  to  Canada 
and  Williamson  to  Maria,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
died.  Phoebe  married  John  Bull  a  cousin 
and  died  leaving  four  or  five  children,  and  a 
pair  of  twins  buried  with  her.  .  They  lie 
buried  on  a  knoll  above  Isaac  Nichols's. 

Crispian,  born  in  Rhode  Island,  married 
Mary  Carpenter  of  the  same  State.  They  had 
three  children  when  they  came  to  Danby." 
[For  additional  biography  of  the  Bulls  of 
Danby  see  history  by  Mr.  J.  C.  Williams. 
—Ed.] 

"  Crispian  first  purchased  in  Danby  60  acres 
for  60  days  work  upon  the  road  which  was 
then  being  built  around  Dorset  pond. 

We  lived  in  Huntington  about  1S03.  In 
Hinesburgh,  a  Mr.  Bostwick,  I  think  put  up 
a  carding-macLiine.  Gov.  Chittenden  then 
lived  in  a  neighboring  town  (Williston.) 
Mrs.  Chittenden  had  never  seen  a  carding- 
machine.  So  one  day  she  took  a  load  of 
wool  on  to  her  horse  behind  and  started  off 
for  Hinesburgh.  John  Thomas,  a  soldier  in 
the  British  army  who  remained  after  the 
declaration  of  peace,  who  had  been  out  to 
Hinesburgh  that  day,  came  home  and  told 
n;e  about  the  carding-machine,  and  that  the 
Governor'3  lady  had  been  out  to  see  the 
wonder  and  gone  all  over  the  building 
and  examined  the  machinery  and  had  her 
wool  carded  and  returned  home  with  her 
rolls  behind  her  the  same  night.  So  I 
thought  I  would  go  out  and  see  the  carding- 
rnachme  and  get  my  rolls  carded.  But  I 
went  with  my  husband.  I  had  not  as  much 
courage  as  Mrs.  Chittenden  to  go  alone. 
When  I  arrived  at  Hinesburgh,  a  protracted 
meeting  was  being  held  among  the  Con- 
gregationalists,  by  a  Mr.  Hovey,  I  think 
from  Waterbury,  and  eight  or  ten  other 
ministers  were  there.  It  rained  in  the  fore- 
noon and  the  meeting  was  held  in  three 
houses.  It  cleared  up  in  the  afternoon  and 
the  people  ail  came  tog--ther  around  Mr. 
Bostwick's,  and  held  their  meeting.  I  saw 
the  new  carding-machine  but  so  much  was 
going  on  I  did  not  get  my  roils  that  night  to 
carry  home  with  me  as  Mrs.  Chittenden  did." 


"  How  have  the  homespun  days  departed," 
continued  the  venerable  old  lady,  "  in  which 
an  honored  governor's  wife  could  take  her 
wool  on  horseback  and  start  off  to  a  distant 
town  without  servant  or  company  and  bring 
her  rolls  back  at  night  to  the  admiration  of 
all  the  neighboring  women  of  the  country." 

Mrs.  Bull  also  says  that  the  house  for 
worship  in  town  was  a  Baptist  log  meeting- 
house, with  desk  and  seats  of  rough  boards. 

ANECDOTES  OF   WING  ROGERS. 

BY  MARIA  ET  H.  TUPPER,  CHARLOTTE — FROM  1  HE  "  VEEMOm 
RECORD." 

"  One  day  he  came  in  from  the  field,  and 
ordered  his  wife  to  bring  him  a  pitcher  of 
water  from  the  spring.  She  went  cheerfully 
and  readily,  and  brought  the  water.  He  re- 
ceived it  from  her  hand,  and  looking  in'o 
the  vessel,  declined  to  drink,  on  the  plea  that 
there  was  a  straw  in  it,  and  pouring  it  out 
ordered  her  to  bring  another.  She  did  so, 
and  y^is  time  took  care  to  ascertain  that 
it  was  perfectly  pure  and  irreproachable. 
Without  drinking,  he  poured  it  out  and  or- 
dered her  to  go  the  third  time.  She  did  ?o, 
and  returned :  and  when  at  a  convenient 
distance  she  dashed  the  whole  contents  over 
his  person.  He  spluttered  and  gasped  at  the 
suddenness  of  the  cold  bath  ;  and  when  suf- 
ficiently recovered,  he  looked  up  at  the  calm, 
quiet  countenance  beside  him  and  spoke  out, 
"  There,  that's  done  like  a  sen-ib'e  woman  ! 
If  Becky  had  done  that  years  ago,  she  would 
have  made  a  good  husband  of  me."  The 
couple  lived  in  a  tolerable  degree  of  comfort 
and  harmony  to  the  end  of  their  union,  she 
adapting  her  "  treatment,"  as  the  doctors 
say,  "  to  the  exigencies  of  the  case." 

Rogers  employed  a  man  to  assist  him  in 
logging.  The  hired  man  drove  the  team 
while  Wing  was  busy  with  a  lever  rolling 
logs,  and  sometimes  got  in  the  way  of  the 
team.  The  man  would  stop  to  allow  his  em- 
ployer a  chance  to  save  himself.  Thisdii 
not  please  Wing,  it  was  a  waste  of  time  :  so 
he  ordered  him  to  drive  on  and  he  would 
take  care  of  himself.  He  obeyed,  an  1  before 
long  the  old  Quaker  found  himself  fiat  >n 
the  ground  with  a  log  rolling  over  him. 
The  consequence  was  a  broken  leg  and  three 
months  on  his  back  ;  but  said  the  sufferer, 
"Gideon,  thee  wasn't  to  blame;  thee  -ill 
just  as  I  told  thee." 

Rogers's  fourth  wife  proved  herself  his 
equal,  and  paid  him  in  Ids  own  coin.  Onei 
day  he  went  out,  turned  the  c  >ws  into  the 
meadow,  and  returning.  ;<ddre?>t:d  hi-  wife, 
"  My  dear,  the  cows  are  all  in  die  mea  ;  &  ; 
I  want  thee  should  go  and  drive  thetn  out  " 
She  started  at  once  like  a  dutiful  wife,  and 
opening  the  bars  between  the  meadow  and 
tne  cornfield,  hurried  the  cows  through,  a  d 
'then  returned,  saying,  "  My  dear,  the  cows 
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are  in  the  cornfield  ;  I  want  thee  should 
drive  tham  oat."  This  was  too  much  for 
Wing's  acquisitiveness  and  he  drove  them 
back  to  the  pasture  at  once. 

Wing's  wife  bought  a  cheap  set  of  dishes, 
which  were  set  out  on  the  table  when  he 
came  in.  He  knew  they  did  not  cost  much 
and  thought  it  necessary  to  teach  his  better 
half  not  to  make  purchases  without  his 
knowledge  or  consent,  so  he  deliberately 
kicked  them  over.  She  said  nothing,  but 
quietly  cleared  awav  the  broken  crockery 
and  next  day  brought  horne  a  more  expen- 
sive set,  which  she  spread  on  the  table  as 
before.  These  were  smashed  also.  His 
wife  cleared  away  the  frag  ments  without  a 
frown,  and  next  day  brought  home  a  costly 
set  of  china  and  the  third  time  set  them  on 
the  table.  Her  husband  surveyed  them 
with  a  troubled  countenance,  and  mutter- 
ing," It  wofl't  do  ;  they  cost  too  much,"  he 
went  to  the  merchant  and  forbade  him  trust- 
ing his  wife.  He  had  hardly  got  home  again 
when  a  writ  was  served  on  him,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  fork  over  the  money  for  the  three 
sets  of  dishes." 


FAIR  HAVEN. 

BT  A.  N.  ADAMS. 

[This  history  is  compiled  from  a  volume, 
12mo.,  516  pp.,  published  by  A.  N.  Adams, 
and  printed  by  Tuttle  &  Co.  of  Rutland,  in 
1370,  and  sent  to  us  in  the  sheets,  to  take 
what  part  of  it  we  might  desire  for  our  work 
— and  we  have  taken,  therefore,  everything 
we  regard  no  only  a*  of  any  general  interest 
for  the  State  and  County,  but,  also,  of  any 
particular  interest  to  the  town  itself. — Ed.] 

This  town,  comprising  originally  within  it3 
limits  what  is  now  West  Haven  and  Fair 
Haven,  was  in  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  aD  unsettled  tract  lving  along  Pouitney 
river  an  1  East  Bay  on  the  east  side  of  Lake 
Champiain,  which,  in  connection  with  Ben- 
son on  the  north,  had  been  cut  off  and  left 
south  of  Orwell  and  between  the  towns  of 
Hubbar  Iton,  Castleton  an  1  Foultney  on  the 
east,  and  the  Lake  on  the  west,  when  those 
towns  were  incorporated  by  the  government 
of  New  Hampshire  in  1761. 

A  part  of  the  territory  was  covered  by  Col. 
Philip  Skeene'a  second  grant,  and  was  all  in- 
cluded in  the  New  York  county  of  Charlotte, 
of  which  Skeeaesborough  was  the  county 
seat. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  N.  H.  Grants  divid- 
ed their  new  State  into  two  counties,  Cum- 
berland and  Bennington.* 

*  See  B-nning;ton,  Caledonia,  and  Chittenden  Coun- 
ty cbaptcrs,  vol.  i.;  also  Franklin  ami  Orange  County 
chapters,  Vol.  ii.  of  this  wurlc.— Ei, 


Fair  Haven — from  what  cause  called  by 
this  name  we  are  unable  to  say — was  thus 
brought  within  the  bounds  of  Bennington 
county. 

Oct  27,  1779,  in  the  second  year  of  the 
State,  the  Gen.  Assembly,  convened  at  Man- 
chester, granted  petitions  for  acta  of  incorpo- 
ration for  the  two  towns  of  Fair  Haven  and 
Benson. 

The  charter  of  Fair  Haven  was  granted  at 
Manchester,  Oct.  27,  1779.  Tne  grant  was 
made  in  consideration  of  £6930  and  signed, 
at  Arlington,  by  Governor  Thomas  Chitten- 
den, Apr.  26,  17S2.    The  grantees  were: 

Ebenezer  Allen,  Isaac  Clark,  Samuel  Her- 
rick,  George  Foot,  Jesse  Belknap,  John 
Grant,  Oliver  Cleveland,  John  Smith,  Gilbert 
Mallery,  Aaron  Adams,  James  Brookias, 
Elisha  Hamilton,  Wm.  Seymour,  Daniel 
Owen.  Stephen  Pearl,  John  How,  Benjamin 
Cutler.  Derrick  Garner,  Isaac  Knapp,  Ira  Al- 
len, Elisha  Baker,  Nathaniel  Smith,  Joseph 
Averist,  Lemuel  Robberts,  Jonas  Galusha, 
Zadoc  Averist,  Noah  Allen,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Ebenezer  Frisbe,  Lemuel  Payne,  Joseph 
Haven,  Wm.  Williams,  Ezra  Allen,  Ralph 
Watson,  Stephen  Mead,  Stephen  Fay,  John 
Payne,  jr.,  Nathan  Allen,  Stephen  Rice,  Asa 
Joiner,  Samuel  Allen,  Jacob  Ruback,  Philip 
Priest,  John  Fassett,  jr.,  Nathan  Clark, 
Eleazer  Dudley,  Elisha  Ashley,  Stephen  R. 
Bradley.  Jesse  Sawyer,  Wm.  Ashley,  Oliver 
Sanford,  Asa  Dudley,  Solomon  Wilder,  Israel 
Trowbridge,  Elisha  Clark,  Elijah  Galusha, 
Wm.  Stewart,  Cephas  Smith,  Samuel  Josiah 
Grant,  Andrew  Carner,  Robert  Clark,  Thomas 
Chittenden,  Solomon  Lathrop,  Hope  La- 
throp,  Thomas  Ashley,  Benjamin  Richardson, 
Jonathan  Brooks,  Thomas  Taylor,  David 
Wheeler,  Giles  Pettibone,  Noah  Smith,  John 
Hamilton,  Samuel  Kent,  Israel  Smith,  Eliza- 
beth Ciiittenden,  Benjamin  Everst. 

Among  the  original  grantees,  or  proprie- 
tors, are  the  names  of  Col.  Matthew  Lyon, 
Oliver  Cleveland,  Philip  Priest,  Israel  Trow- 
bridge, Derrick  Carner,  and  Eleazer  Dudley, 
who  were  settlers  in  the  town.  The  condi- 
tions of  the  charter  were  the  sam-?  as  other 
charters  of  this  period  in  this  State. 

The  first  deed  of  land  was  made  at  Man- 
chester, the  same  day  with  the  grant,  by 
Zadoc  Everst,  then  of  Manchester,  to  Elisha 
Hamilton,  of  Tinmouth,  both  proprietors. 

Of  the  state  of  the  country  previous  to  this 
time  it  is  difficult  to  speak,  on  accouut  of  the 
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aUence  of  direct  record.-?.  It  will  be  our  aim 
to  write  what  is  known,  or  may  justly  be  in- 
ferred to  be  matter  of  historical  truth. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War  the  territo- 
ry was  not  improved  to  any  considerable  ex- 
tent: along  the  shore  of  the  lake  and  the  bor- 
ders of  the  bay  and  rivers,  there  were  a  few 
settlements  commenced,  but  mainly  the  town 
was  a  wilderness. 

Maj.  Ebenezer  Allen,  of  Tinmouth,  and 
Capt.  Isaac  Clark,  of  Castleton,  appear  to 
have  had  "a  hunting  camp"  on  one  of  the 
large  ledges  in  West  Haven  and  not  far  from 
Benson  line,  with  paths  leading  to  and  from 
the  same  in  various  directions,  before  the 
town  was  chartered,  and  probably  before  the 
State  government  was  organized  The  pro- 
prietors met  at  this  camp,  Aug.  21st  1780,  to 
commence  the  survey  of  their  several  pro- 
prietary pitches. 

There  are  traces  still  existing  confirmatory 
of  early  indirect  records,  that  a  body  of  Hes- 
sian soldiers  carne  up  the  East  Bay  during 
the  war,  and  aband  ning  their  boats  at  the 
foot  of  "  Carvers  Falls,"  cut  a  road  thence 
through  the  woods  on  the  New  York  side,  to 
Poultney  river  at  a  point  a  little  below  its 
junction  with  the  Castleton  river,  at  the 
south  end  of  the  old  Merritt  farm,  where  they 
threw  over  a  bridge  long  afterward  known 
and  called  the  "  Hessian  bridge,"  over  which 
they  crossed  the  river  and  cleared  a  road  east- 
ward toward  Castleton  and  Hubbardton  by 
way  of  the  large  hill  south  of  Hiram  Hamil- 
ton's, which,  on  account  of  their  hollowing 
out  a  stump  on  the  top  of  the  hill  was  called 
"  Hessian  Bowl  Hill."  By  this  "  Hessian 
road,"  where  it  came  away  from  the  river, 
the  surveys  and  deeds  of  Mr.  Merritt's  farm 
were  afterwards  bounded. 

Another  detachment  of  Burgoyne's  army 
passed  through  this  town  after  the  battle  of 
Hubbardton,  in  July,  1777,  and  it  is  thought, 
made  a  road  south  of  the  river,  passing  near 
Otis  Eddy's,  and  along  the  north  side  of  the 
cedar  swamp  bc-low  J.  W.  E>tey's  house  and 
thence  crossing  the  Poultney  river  S.  and  W., 
either  creating  or  following  what  was  long 
subsequently  known  as  Skeene's  road.  On 
a  rud-  map  of  this  ro_r:on,  printed  in  London, 
in  January,  1770,  by  order  of  Governor  Wm. 
Tryon,  of  New  York,  there  are  two  roads 
branching  out  of  one,  about  on  the  east  of 
tins  town,  and  diverging  S.  W.  across  the 
territory  of  Gen.  Skeene. 


At  what  precise  date  the  first  squatters 
came  into  this  district  we  have  not  the  m<:aii3 
of  determining,  but  know  from  existing 
records  at  or  about  the  time  the  charter  was 
obtained — which  was  done  chiefly  through  the 
efforts  of  Maj.  Ebenezer  Alien  and  Gen.  Isaac 
Clark,  who  had  traversed  the  territory  in 
their  hunting  excursions — there  were  a  few 
persons  resident  in  the  town,  and  actual  set- 
tlers began  to  come  in  and  take  up  the  land 
under  the  proprietor's  titles. 

Oliver  Cleveland,  an  active  pioneer  in  the 
settlement  and  organization  was  one  of  those 
who  had  made  improvements  before  the  act 
of  incorporation,  and  appears  to  be  the  only 
one  of  the  original  settlers  who  is  represent- 
ed in  the  charter.  He  had  come  from  Kil- 
lingworth,  Ct.,  and  sat  down  with  other 
members  of  his  father's  family,  on  what  is 
now  New  York,  or  Hampton  side  of  the  river, 
then  called  "  Greenfield,"  which  it  was  at 
that  time  expected  would  be  in  Vermont,  the 
State  line  or  boundary  between  the  two  States 
not  being  as  yet  settled. 

While  residing  near  the  river,  the  road 
running  close  by  the  bank,  instead  of  over 
the  flat  as  now,  he  had  commenced  clearing 
the  land  which  about  this  time  became  his 
home  farm  in  Fair  Haven.  It  extended  from 
Poultney  river  to  Poultney  west  line,  and  is 
said,  in  a  survey  of  1746,  to  contain  205  acres, 
laid,  all  but  64  acres  of  it,  on  his  own  proprie- 
tary right. 

At  his  death,  in  Sep.  1803,  the  farm  became 
divided  among  his  sons,  Joshua,  Albert,  and 
James.  James'  part,  about  80  acres,  he  sold 
in  Nov.,  1807.  Albert  also  sold  his  60  acres 
in  1813,  but  probably  continued  to  occupy  it 
until  Sep.,  1817.  Joshua  had  60  acres  and 
lived  on  the  same  until  near  the  spring  of 
1813,  when  he  removed  to  Hampton  and 
sold  his  part. 

Mr.  Cleveland  was  a  rough,  illiterate  man, 
unable  even  to  write  his  own  name,  yet  a 
man  of  great  natural  force  and  ability,  and 
was  elected  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the  tow  a 
from  March,  1781,  nearly  every  year  till  his 
death.    He  left  a  large  family. 

The  lands  lying  to  the  south  of  Mr.  Cleve- 
land, between  the  river  and  Poultney  liae. 
j  had  also  been  improved  as  early  as  177U,  by 
|  Joseph  Squier,  Lemuel  Hyde  and  Wiiiiaru 
Meacham,  resident  on  the  Hampton  or  Green- 
held  side,  who  do  not  seem  to  have  become 
citizens  of  the  town. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  held  at 
Castleton,  Oct,  1730,  it  was  voted  that  John 
Meachara,  Joseph  Ballard,  William  Meacham, 
Lemuel  il3'de  and  Joseph  Squier  miuht  have 
the  privilege  of  "covering  their  possessions 
with  2d  Div.  pitches  to  be  laid  out  in  the 
form  of  the  first  when  there  was  undivided 
land  enough  to  lay  them  out  in  such  form  ; 
and  it  appears  from  records  in  the  archives 
of  the  State  that  these  individuals,  together 
with  some  fifty  or  more  who  had  settled 
along  the  river  and  in  what  is  now  Hamp- 
ton, considered  themselves  as  within  the 
bounds  of  the  State  and  had  as  early  as  the 
year  1779,  and  probably  in  the  last  part  of 
the  year,  after  Fair  Haven  was  incorporated, 
and  while  the  Legislature  was  still  in  session 
at  Manchester,  petitioned  the  authorities  of 
Vermont  for  incorporation  of  the  territory 
on  which  they  resided  as  a  town  under  the 
name  of  "  Gree.n'field" — but  the  boundary  of 
the  State  being  in  controversy,  the  authori- 
ties did  not  grant  it,  and  the  petition  was  re- 
newed in  June,  17S1,  the  petitioners  express- 
ing a  strong  desire  to  be  under  the  govern- 
ment of  Vermont,  and  evidently  supposing 
the  boundary,  which  was  then  established,  to 
be  to  the  westward  of  them.  The  catalogue 
of  signers  of  this  petition  includes  the  names 
of  several  individuals  who  were  then  resi- 
dent, or  who  afterwards  became  such ;  as  John 
Meacham,  Joseph  Ballard,  Abel  Parker,  Soi- 
omon  Cleveland,  Abraham  Sharp,  Oliver 
Cleveland,  Derrick  Carner,  Isaac  Race,  Ben- 
jamin Parmenter  and  Stephen  Holt. 

From  the  State  archives  we  learn,  in  June 
1781,  the  settlers  on  the  south  side  of  East 
Bay  and  north  of  the  old  town  of  Skeenes- 
borough,  many  of  whom  were  from  New 
Hampshire  and  the  East,  desired  to  be  under 
the  authority  of  Vermont,  and  supposed  they 
were  so,  being  on  the  east  side  of  the  Lake, 
and  they  accordingly  petitioned  our  Gen.  As- 
sembly, then  met  at  Bennington,  for  an  act 
of  incorporation  as  a  town  by  the  name  of 
"  New  Cheshire."  Among  these  petitioners 
were  Lemuel  Bartholomew,  Peter  Christie, 
Robert  Adams,  and  others. 

John  Meacham  and  Joseph  Ballard,  men- 
tioned above,  and  by  the  proprietors  at  their 
meeting  in  October,  178U,  as  having  posses- 
sions in  town,  were  actual  residents  along  the 
river  to  the  north  of  Mr.  Cleveland,  Wheth- 
er Mr.  Ballard  cam-:-  before  or  after  Mr.  J 
Meacham  we  are  unable  to  determine,  or  I 


whence  he  came,  but  he  must  have  been  here, 
or  on  the  Greenfield  side  of  the  river,  as  earlv 
at  least  as  1770,  and  it  is  probable  that  La 
came  from  Massachusetts  or  southern  Ver- 
mont. 

Mr.  Meacham,  with  his  wife  and  three  chil- 
dren, came  from  Williamstown,  Mass  ,  either 
in  the  fall  of  1779  or  the  spring  of  17S0,  ar.  i 
budt  him  a  log-house  on  the  west  side  of  the 
road,  a  little  south  from  where  Myron  L>. 
Barnes  resides.  His  fourth  child,  Esther 
Meacham,  born  Apr.  23,  1780,  it  is  claimed 
was  the  first  child  born  in  the  town. 

Mr.  Meacham  appears  to  have  been  an  ac- 
quaintance and  friend  of  Col.  Lyon  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  he  is  said  to  have  worked  with 
Richard  Beddow  at  nail-making  in  a  shop 
which  stood  on  the  hill-side  east  of  Mr.  Kid- 
der's barns.  He  was  a  poor  man  and  had  a 
large  family,  which  necessitated  assistance 
from  the  town  and  the  apprenticeship  of  his 
eldest  son,  John,  afterwards  a  merchant  in 
the  town,  and  later  an  influential  citizen  of 
Castleton,  by  the  authorities  of  the  town,  dur- 
ing his  minority.  Mr.  Meacham  was  one  of 
the  members  of  the  first  board  of  selectmen 
chosen  at  the  organization  of  the  town  in 
Aug.,  17S3,  and  was  one  of  the  committee 
chosen  by  th.-  citizens  in  Sep.,  1784,  to  draw 
up  a  remonstrance  against  the  doings  of*  a 
County  convention.  He  removed  from  Fair 
Haven  to  Gal  way,  N.  Y.,  in  1794,  and  thence 
to  Benson  in  1800,  where  he  carried  on  a 
brick  yard,  and  was  so  injured  by  the  cav- 
ing in  of  earth,  he  survived  but  one  week, 
and  died  in  1808  or  '9,  aged  53  years.  His 
children  were  Sarah,  John,  Rhoda,  Esther, 
Jacob,  Joel,  James,  Eliza,  Isaac  and  Rebecca. 

John  Meacham,  Jr.,  was  a  poor  boy,  in 
Fair  Haven,  but  rose  by  his  own  energy  to 
be  a  merchant  in  the  town,  in  1804,  when 
about  23  years  of  age,  and  removing  hence 
to  Castleton  in  1805,  continued  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  there,  acquiring  quite  a  for- 
tune, and  becoming  Probate  Judge  for  the 
district  of  Fair  Haven,  which  office  he  held 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  married  Mary 
Langdon,  in  130G,  and  had  one  child,  Claris- 
sa, now  the  wife  of  Hiram  Ainsworth  Esq-  of 
Castleton. 

Mr.  Ballard's  place  of  settlement  lay  next 
west  of  Mr.  Meacham's,  177  acres,  besides 
some  60  acres  bought  at  auction  on  Stephen 
Fay's  right.  The  first  luu  acres  were  laid 
out  to  him  in  August,  1/31,  on  rights  pur- 
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chased  of  Col.  Clark  in  June.  77  acres  were 
laid  out  in  July,  1784,  50  acres  of  it  on  Na- 
thaniel Smith,  bought  on  tax  sale,  and  27 
acres  on  Elijah  Galusha's  right,  purchased  of 
John  Meacharn.  In  Feb.,  1785,  Mr.  Ballard 
deeded  the  west  part  of  his  farm  to  his  son, 
John  Morrow  Ballard,  and  the  east  part  to 
his  son-in-law,  Stephen  Holt.  He  re-deeded 
a  portion  of  the  Clark  lot  to  Mr.  Holt  in  Nov. 
1792,  and  gave  45  acres  lying  south  toward 
the  river,  to  his  daughter,  Drusilla  Holt,  with 
whom  he  appears  to  have  lived,  and  perhaps 
died,  about  1795. 

The  "Clark  lot"  was  sold  to  Col.  Erwin  in 
June,  1794,  he  having  bought  Meacham's 
farm  of  John  Meacharn  in  January  previous. 
Mr.  Holt  continued  to  reside  on  the  south 
part  nntil  May,  1801,  when  it  was  sold  to 
Henry  Ainsworth,  and  passed  through  the 
hands  of  Danforth  Ainsworth  and  Enos 
"Wells  to  Barnabas  Ellis,,  in  November,  1813. 
It  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Ellis'  son  Zeuas  C. 

John  Morrow  Ballard  sold  his  part  to  his 
brother-in-law,  Solomon  Wilder,  of  White- 
hall, in  March,  1794,  and  soon  thereafter  re- 
moved to  Whitehall  himself.  John  Morrow 
Ballard  is  said  to  have  been  a  Methodist  min- 
ister, and  to  have  been  partly  of  Indian 
blood;  and  beyond  this  we  learn  little  or 
nothing  of  him.  Jeremiah  Ballard,  a  noted 
Methodist  clergyman,  of  southern  Vermont 
and  Massachusetts,  may  have  been  a  broth- 
er. He  was  in  the  town  in  Dec,  1795,  when 
he  quit-claimed  to  Mr.  Wilder  an  interest  in 
land  which  had  been  owned  by  Joseph  Bal- 
lard. Samuel  Cleveland,  of  Hydeville  a  son 
of  Solomon  Cleveland,  an  intimate  friend  of 
Col.  Matthew  Lyon,  and  formerly  resident  in 
the  town,  relates  that  in  his  boyhood,  while 
his  father  owned  the  mills,  between  1796  and 
'98,  he  well  remembers  going  to  Mr.  Holt's 
and  heaiing  Lorenzo  Dow  preach  there,  Mr. 
Holt  being  known  as  a  devoted  Methodist. 

Besides  these  settlements,  which  appear  to 
have  been  the  earliest  in  the  south  part  of 
the  town,  there  were  others  lower  down  on 
Poultney  river,  winch  may  have  been  of  old- 
er date;  as  at  the  pomt  where  the  "  Hessian 
road"  came  over  the  river,  now  on  the  Stan- 
nard  farm,  wh>-re  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Jonathan  Lynde  had  improved  a  puce. 

The  improvement  may  have  been  one  cause 
that  the  Hessians  crossed  there,  or  Lynde  may 
have,  sat  down  at  that  point  because  tney  had 
bridged  the  river  and  Queued  a  road  there.  It 


is  probable  that  he  was  one  of  a  companr  of 
Dutch  people  who  came  into  the  neighbor- 
hood during  the  Revolutionary  War,  from 
the  vicinity  of  Bennington,  or  country  ea^t 
of  Albany. 

The  proprietors  at  their  first  meeting  in 
June,  1780,  called  this  place  of  Lynde's  "  an 
old  possession  on  Poultney  river,"  and  voted 
to  give  him  the  privilege  of  holding  it,  "  if 
laid  out  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors." The  next  meeting  occurred  in 
August,  and  a3  there  appears  no  record  of 
any  survey  or  deed  to  him,  he  must  either 
have  relinquished  his  claim  or  sold  it  to  John 
Smith,  of  Poultney,  or  to  Michael  Merritt — 
Mr.  Merritt  taking  possession  and  surveying 
the  same,  this  same  month,  on  the  1st  div. 
of  Mr.  Smith's  right. 

A  little  above  this  improvement  of 
Lynde's,  Abraham  Sharp,  a  Dutch  settler  on 
the  New  Y  ork  side,  then  at  that  point,  called 
"  New  Haven,"  who  came  with  his  brother- 
in-law  James  Vandozer,  or  Vaudozen,  if  not 
also  others  of  his  countrymen,  from  near 
Bennington,  was  given  the  privilege  by  the 
proprietors,  in  Oct.,  1780,  of  "covering  v.-::a 
some  proprietor's  right  all  his  possessions  ex- 
tending from  the  upper  part  of  the  falls  on 
Poultney  river  to  the  junction  of  said  river 
with  Castleton  river,  excepting  Elisha  Ham- 
ilton's lot,  which  shall  not  be  covered  by  any 
other  person  to  take  away  his  labor." 
Elisha  Hamilton's  lot,  surveyed  to  him  Aug. 
17S0,  and  laid  where  Hamilton  Wescott  now 
resides,  reaching  southward  over  the  river 
and  nearly  to  the  river  westward, — would 
thus  appear  to  have  been  one  of  the  ear.iess 
improvements  in  town ;  but  whether  im- 
proved by  himself — he  being  said  to  be  a 
resident  of  Tiumouth  in  1779— or  by  some 
person  of  whom  he  purchased,  we  have  no 
means  of  knowing. 

The  2d  division  of  Zadock  Everest's  right 
was  laid  out  in  July,  1781,  next  N.  of  "  loz 
No.  5,"  made  to  run  W.  to  the  river  ;  but  is 
appears  that  Mr.  Sharp  had  a  claim  by  pos- 
session to  all  the  lands  lying  along  the  river 

j  west  of  "  lot  No.  5,"  and  to  the  west  parts  01 
botii  the  Hamilton  and  Everest  divisions,  aa 

I  also  to  the  land  which  laid  between  the  t  .70 
rivers  as  they  formerly  run,  the  junction  as 
that  time  being  further  down,  below  tiie  i  :•  s- 
ent  bridge,  and  the  Poultney  river  sweeping 
westward  around  land  own-d  by  Mr.  fcaarp, 
in  Vermont,  which  is  now,  in  consequent 
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of  a  change  made  in  the  river  about  1S30, 
considered  to  be  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Sharp  appears  to  have  covered  his 
claims  in  Aug.  1783,  with  surveys  on  the 
4th.  divisions  of  the  original  rights  of  Jesse 
Sawyer  and  George  Foot,  the  Foot  division 
•was  deeded  to  him  for  £17  by  Beriah 
Mitchell,  Apr.  5,  1784,  and  both  divisions 
quit-claimed  by  Gen.  Clark  in  December 
1783. 

April,  1784,  Joel  Hamilton,  who  had  come 
into  possession  of  a  half  interest  in  "  lot  No. 
5,"  and  the  Everest  division  north,  for  £20, 
deeds  to  Mr.  Sharp  20  acres  from  the  west 
end  of  the  lot  No.  5,  and  30  acres  from  the 
Everest  lot. 

This  Abraham  Sharp  was  a  noted  hunter, 
and  was  called  by  the  early  inhabitants, 
"Old  Abe."  He  married  Jemima  Vandozer, 
and  had  a  son  Abraham,  who  was  the  father 
of  Robert.  "  Old  Abe"  was  drowned  on  one 
of  his  hunting  excursions,  in  the  river  near 
Granville,  previous  to  March,  1789.  Charles 
Rice  was  the  administrator  of  the  estate, 
which  being  insolvent,  was  sold,  with  the 
exception  of  the  widow's  interest,  Oct.  27, 
17S9.  Dr.  Witherell  finally  purchased  the 
whole  estate. 

James  Vandozer,  brother-in-law  of  Mr. 
Sharp,  purchased  of  Heman  Barlow,  of 
Greenfield,  N.  Y.,  Sept.,  1782,  the  1st  div.  of 
Joseph  Haven's  right,  laid  out  to  Mr.  Bar- 
low, in  Sept.,  1780.  This  lot  must  have  been 
improved,  and  may  have  been  settled  by  Mr. 
Vandozer  and  family  at  as  early  a  period  as 
the  lands  west  of  it.  Tradition  reports  it 
wa3  occupied  by  Vandozer  and  his  son-in- 
law,  Simeon  McWithey,  called  by  the  old 
people  "McQuivy,"  who  lived  in  a  log-house 
on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  just  west  of 
Mr.  0.  P.  Ranney's  barns,  in  1783. 

Mr.  Vandozer  and  his  wife  were  old  peo- 
ple and  died  at  their  place  at  an  early  day. 
He  willed  the  west  half  of  his  farm  to  his 
grandson,  Isaac  McWithey,  who  sold  about 
12  acres  to  Isaac  Cutler,  Esq.,  in  Nov.,  1789, 
and  the  remainder  to  Russell  Smith  in  Aug., 
1795 ;  Mr.  Smith  building  a  house  on  the 
same,  which  is  now  standing. 

The  east  part  of  the  farm,  was  inherited 
by  Simeon  and  Sarah  McWithey,  who 
bought  of  Col.  M.  Lyon,  in  Sept,  1799,  a 
building-lot  on  the  north  si of  the  road, 
on  which  they  erected  a  dwelling-b.oi.i3e. 

Maj.  Ebenezer  Allen  was  allowed  by  the 


proprietors  to  cover  with  some  proprietary 
right  the  possession  in  the  north  part  of 
West  Haven,  which  he  had  purchased  of 
Joseph  Hyde;  and  Benoni  Hurlburt  was 
granted  a  like  privilege  of  laying  out  on 
some  proprietor's  right  "  a  piece  of  land 
which  he  has  had  in  possession  a  number  of 
years,  containing  about  15  acres,  provided 
he  does  not  encroach  upon  any  lands  already 
laid  out  for  public  or  private  use."  This 
lot  of  Benoni  Hurlburt's  lay  on  the  bank 
of  East  Bay,  south  of  Hiram  K.  Hunt's,  and  i 
was  sold  by  him  in  July,  1781,  to  Luman 
Stone,  of  Litchfield,  Ct.  Benoni  Hurlburt's 
name  appears  on  a  petition  in  the  Secretary 
of  State's  office,  together  with  those  of  Jo- 
seph Carver,  Joseph  Haskins,  Jona.  Hall 
and  John  Vandozer,  dated  at  Fair  Haven, 
Feb.  23,  1782,  in  which  the  petitioners  com- 
plain that  they  have  been  unjustly  treated 
and  deprived  of  their  property  and  rights  by 
those  who  obtained  the  charter  of  the  towa 
without  informing  them  or  giving  them  an 
opportunity  to  be  represented  in  the  same, 
though  they  were  "  persons  who  had  for  a 
long  time  before  improved  the  land,"  having 
fled  "  from  the  southern  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land to  Vermont  to  resume  its  liberties  and 
promote  its  interests  " 

The  committee  to  whom  the  petition  was 
referred  reported  that  on  account  of  the  ad- 
verse -party  not  being  cited  to  appear  at  tho 
hearing,  the  petition  be  laid  over  till  the  next 
session,  and  that  as  the  petitioners  had  made 
improvements  and  sowed  and  raised  grain, 
an  order  be  issued  that  they  be  not  disturbed 
in  their  possessions  in  the  meantime.  But 
May  26,  1782  Hurlburt,  who  had  perhaps 
been  bought  over  in  the  meantime,  signs  a 
remonstrance,  dated  at  Cheshire,  declaring 
that  Carver  is  a  transient  person  from  Rhode 
Island,  and  had  used  his  name  on  the  peti- 
tion without  his  knowledge  or  consent,  and 
against  his  interests. 

Who  Joseph  Carver  was,  or  Jona.  Hall  or 
John  Vandozer,  further  than  appears  above, 
we  are  not  informed,  nor  do  we  know  where 
they  located ;  but  it  is  probable  that  they 
dwelt  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hurlburt  and 
not  far  from  the  falls  on  the  Poultnoy  river 
which  are  now  known  as  Carver's  Falls. 

Joseph  Ila-kins  lived  below  the  road 
south  of  where  Otis  Hamilton  resides  when 
the  first  surveys  were  made  in  17S0.  It  is 
said  that  "  an  old  Indian"  had  made  a  pitch 
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and  built  a  log-cabin,  oq  the  place  with  a 
view  to  holding  it,  but  Gen.  Clark  located 
the  1st  div.  of  his  right  over  the  same 
ground,  surveyed  and  commenced  building  a 
saw-mill,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Great  Falls, 
now  the  "Dry  Falls,"  when  the  Indian 
taking  umbrage  at  such  intrusion  sought 
satisfaction  by  digging  away  a  neck  of  land 
above  the  falls  so  as  to  change  the  bed  of  the 
river  over  the  falls,  to  the  western  channel 
in  which  it  now  runs,  destroying  a  valuable 
fall  of  water  of  some  150  feet. 

It  is  said  that  the  Indian  had  a  fight  with 
a  bear,  and  came  nigh  getting  devoured  in 
the  fray. 

Another  independent  tradition  is  that 
Haskins  changed  the  course  of  the  river; 
while  several  old  people  have  incidentally  re- 
marked that  he  was  in  part  of  Indian  blood, 
and  it  has  been  claimed  that  the  change  in  the 
course  of  the  river  was  the  work  of  freshets 
No  doubt  the  natural  wear  of  the  stream  and 
repeated  freshets  in  the  drift  alluvium  of  this 
old  water-basin,  had  much  to  do  with  the 
change ;  but  considering  the  early,  decided 
character  of  the  tradition,  with  statements 
from  some  of  the  old  people,  that  men  were 
seen  to  come  suspiciously  away  from  the 
place  of  the  change,  leaving  tools  on  the 
bank,  it  would  not  be  improbable,  when  the 
water  had  worn  away  the  bank  to  a  narrow 
isthmus,  the  spade  of  Joseph  Haskins,  or  of 
some  other  man  of  the  name — there  being 
two  others,  Silas  and  Benoni  Haskins,  then 
in  the  country,  either  on  the  Vermont  or 
New  York  side — had  secretly  hastened  the 
work  commenced  by  the  stream  itself. 

It  is  a  historical  fact,  that  the  stream  was 
changed  about  the  time  of  a  freshet  in  the 
spring  of  1783,  and  vast  quantities  of  sand 
and  earth  were  carried  down  into  East  Bay, 
filling  up  and  impeding  the  navigation  of 
the  Bay,  which  until  then,  had  been  accessi- 
ble to  vessels  of  40  tons  burden,  and  prom- 
ised, had  it  continued  of  its  original  depth, 
to  render  the  town  along  its  banks  a  place 
of  considerable  commercial  importance. 

Harvey  HoW  'S  states  that  when  his  father, 
John  Howes,  from  Woodbury,  Ct.,  first  came 
into  this  country,  sometime  soon  alter  the 
first  surveys,  probably  in  1781  or  '82,  he  came 
to  Castleton,  and  thence  follow*}  1  down 
the  "Hessian  road"  to  East  Bay,  where  the 
hulks  of  the  Hessians'  boats  still  lay,  and 
tiie  water  in  the  Bay  at  that  point  was  from 
10  to  12  feet  deep. 


In  tact,  a  town  of  considerable  size  was 
projected  by  the  proprietors  at  a  point  just 
below  the  falls,  as  we  shall  see  from  the  pro- 
prietor's records.  The  town  plot,  as  drawn 
on  paper  and  actually  laid  out  at  the  head 
of  the  Bay,  contained  one  acre  to  each  pro- 
prietor's share,  and  is  now  in  existence  in 
the  town  clerk's  office.  Had  the  stream  re- 
mained of  its  original  capacity,  the  vast 
water-power  of  Carver's  Falls,  and  the  abun- 
dance of  good  timber  then  in  the  forests  of 
the  adjacent  country,  could  scarcely  have 
failed,  to  render  the  Fair  Haven  of  the  early 
times  a  commercial  mart  of  no  mean  impor- 
tance to  the  whole  western  portion  of  the 
State.  The  Bay,  connecting  as  it  did  with 
Lake  Champlain  would  have  afforded  a 
cheap  and  easy  channel  through  which  ves- 
sels could  have  come  in  laden  with  ore  and 
merchandise,  and  gone  out  freighted  with 
produce,  lumber  and  other  products,  in  our 
day,  with  marble  and  slate. 

As  it  was,  it  was  made  use  of  for  many 
years,  and  as  late  as  1815,  or  later,  by  Asa 
Smith,  Joseph  Sheldon,  Elizer  and  Chauncey 
Goodrich  and  others,  as  an  outlet  during  the 
high  water  in  the  spriDg  of  the  year  for  the 
rafts  of  timber  and  large  product  of  the  supe- 
rior pine  lumber  which  the  region  produced. 

Of  further  improvements  previous  to  occu- 
pancy by  the  proprietors — we  find  no  trace 
in  the  proprietor's  records.  It  is  not  un- 
likely that  there  were  others,  especially  in 
the  West  Haven  part  of  the  town  on  the 
shore  of  the  lake;  but  the  leading  inhabi- 
tants, the  principal  settlers  after  Oliver 
Cleveland,  John  Meacham  and  Joseph  Bal- 
lard, were  those  who  came  into  the  town 
after  the  act  of  incorporation,  beginning 
about  the  year  1780. 

Michael  Merritt  and  Philip  Priest  from 
Killingworth,  Ct.,  appear  to  have  been  here 
in  August  of  this  year,  and  may  have  come 
in  the  spring.  They  settled  in  the  west  part 
of  the  present  town,  near  the  Poultnoy 
river.  Mr.  Merritt  located  where  Jona. 
Lynde  hail  commenced,  and  we  hear  he  fur- 
nished the  early  comers  with  corn  raised  on 
his  place  before  the  other  farms  were  ready 
to  grow  it. 

In  his  deed  to  Mr.  Merritt,  John  Smith  says, 
land  "joining  on  the  rode  by  the  hussion 
bridge  wiiich  was  formerly  possessioned  by 
Jonathan  Lynds  and  granted  to  him  by  the 
j  proprietors  of  fairhaven  at  their  meeting  of 
the  loth  July  1780." 
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It  was  deeded  by  Mr.  Merritt  to  his  son, 
Peter,  in  Jan.  1813,  and  afterwards  passed  to 
Heman  Stannard. 

Mr.  Merritt  was  on  several  important  com- 
mittees for  the  proprietors ;  was  chosen  the 
first  constable  at  the  organization  of  the 
town,  filled  the  offices  of  town  clerk,  treas- 
urer and  selectman,  and  served  in  other  pub- 
lic capacities. 

Mr.  Merritt  was  from  Killingworth,  Ct. 
He  was  born  in  1738  ;  married  in  Killing- 
worth,  to  his  first  wife,  Lucy  Chittenden,  by 
whom  he  had  the  following  children,  born  in 
Connecticut:  Bartholomew,  Michael,  Martin, 
Ansel,  Jemima,  James,  Nathaniel,  Lucy, 
Lydia,  Peter,  and  Rebecca. 

Mrs.  Merritt  died  Sept.  15,  1810,  in  her 
74th  year  and  Mr.  Merritt  married  Sarah, 
widow  of  Charles  Hawkins,  Esq.,  on  the 
13th  of  December  following.  He  died  Aug. 
18,  1815,  in  his  78th  year,  and  was  buried  in 
the  old  village  graveyard. 

Mr.  Priest  was  brother-in-law  to  Mr.  Mer- 
ritt, having  married  his  sister,  Trubey,  while 
in  Connecticut.  He  located  on  his  own  pro- 
prietary right,  in  August,  17S0,  next  east 
of  Mr.  Merritt,  and  first  built  a  log-house 
on  the  ground  where  Hiram  Hamilton  now 
lives.  Here  he  kept  tavern  for  a  number  of 
years.  In  June,  1788,  he  sold  Joel  Hamil- 
ton 15  acres  and  must  have  removed  about 
this  time,  or  previously,  to  the  residence  oc- 
cupied by  him  till  the  summer  of  1S00,  on 
the  knoll  south  of  and  opposite  Mr.  Stan- 
nard's  house.  He  sold  the  balance  of  his 
farm  to  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  to  Charles  Haw- 
kins, partly  in  Sept.,  1793.  and  partly  in 
Apr.,  1800,  and  went  to  Chateaugay,  N.  Y., 
where  he  died,  suddenly,  about  18 1G. 

He  was  employed  by  the  proprietors,  in 
August,  1780,  to  lay  out  a  school-lot,  and 
charged  them  3s.  for  one  half  day  in  doing  it. 
The  first  meeting  for  the  organization  of  a 
town  government  was  holden  at  his  house, 
Aug.,  28,  1783,  and  he  was  made  the  first 
sel^trnan.  The  town  meeting  of  March, 
1781,  was  also,  like  many  of  the  meetings  of 
the  proprietors,  held  at  his  hou^e  ;  and  we 
find  his  name  as  one  of  the  selectmen  as  late 
as  1796. 

His  family  were  Trubey,  Betsey,  Noah. 
Abi,  Diana,  Charity,  Elizabeth,  Merritt,  Za- 
dock,  Polly,  Sally  and  Aaron. 

Noah  was  an  active  politician  on  the  Fed- 
eralist side,  a  pettifogger  and  noted  anti-Ma- 


son. He  is  said  to  have  gone  to  Western 
New  York  and  there  died,  and  Zadock  wa3  a 
Methodist  minister  in  Southern  New  YTork  or 
Pennsylvania. 

Israel  Trowbridge  and  Jeremiah  Durand 
came  from  Derby,  Ct.,  in  the  summer  or  fall 
of  17S0,  settling  near  the  west  line  of  Castle- 
ton,  Mr.  Trowbridge  on  the  north,  where  the 
road  enters  the  town  from  Hydeville,  and 
Mr.  Durand  further  south  on  the  hill,  near 
Alonson  Allen's  slate  quarry. 

Mr.  Trowbridge  was  one  of  the  proprietors 
named  in  the  charter,  and  located,  Sept., 
1780,  three  divisions  of  his  right — nearly 
300  acres — in  one  body  along  Castleton  line 
and  river,  and  over  land  lying  along  the 
river,  which,  it  is  said,  in  one  of  the  early 
surveys,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Azariah 
Blancher,  or  Blanchard,  "  once  pretended  to 
own."  He  gave  lot  No.  3-1  to  his  son,  Levi, 
in  17S6,  who,  upon  the  death  of  his  father, 
sold  it,  Mar.,  1795,  to  Cornelius  and  David 
D.  Board,  of  Castleton,  from  whom  it  passed 
to  Hezekiah,  father  of  Joshua  Whitlock,  now 
occupant. 

The  remainder  of  the  estate  appears  to 
have  been  divided  among  Mary,  the  wife  ">f 
Ralph  Carver,  of  Castleton  ;  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Osee  Dutton,  of  Derby,  Ct.;  Abi- 
gail, an  unmarried  daughter,  and  Hannah, 
the  wife  of  Olney  Hawkins,  a  grand-daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Trowbridge. 

Levi  and  Abigail  sold  the  largest  portion 
of  the  farm,  in  1799,  to  Dr.  Samuel  Shaw,  of 
Castleton.  Levi  sold  the  remaining  52  acres  to 
Benj.  Hickock,  in  1804,  and  is  said  to  have 
resided  in  the  Russell  Smith  house,  on  the 
west  street,  until  his  removal  to  the  West. 

Israel  Trowbridge  was  a  son  of  Isaac 
Trowbridge  of  Stratford,  Ct.,  and  grandson  of 
James  Trowbridge,  of  Norwalk,  and  lately  of 
Stratford,  in  April,  1716.  He  was  baptized, 
at  Stratford,  September  30, 1722,  and  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Mary  Johnson, 
of  Derby,  Ct.,  previous  to  1753. 

In  his  family  were:  Mary,  Levi,  Anna, 
Sarah,  Elizabeth  and  Abigail. 

Mr.  Durand  located  his  land  next  south  of 
Mr.  Trowbridge's,  in  Nov.,  17S0,  on  Thomas 
Ashley's  right,  getting  a  deed  of  the  same 
from  Col.  Clark,  in  1781,  He  sold  20  acres 
to  Wm.  Buell,  in  17^  1 ,  and  28  acres  to 
Charles  Boyle,  in  1793  ;  died  in  1798,  and 
the  remaining  60  acres  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Isaac  Cutler  ;  in  1807,  to  "  Doet."  Thomas 
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Pibble;  to  Elisha  Parkill,  in  1817;  is  now 
owned  by  Alonson  Allen. 

Curtis  Kelsey,  sen.,  of  Woodbury,  Ct.,  came 
in  178Q,  buying  of  Josiah  Grant,  of  Poult- 
ney,  his  proprietary  right  in  Fairhaven. 
His  2d  and  3d  div.  lots  made  nearly  300 
acres.  He  removed  his  family  from  Wood- 
bury to  Wells  in  the  spring  of  1781,  where 
they  remained  until  the  summer  of  1732, 
when,  having  erected  a  cabin  and  covered 
it  with  bark,  nigh  where  Mr.  Estey's 
barn  is,  he  moved  into  town  with  his  family. 
He  was  chosen  by  the  proprietors  one  of  the 
overseers  of  the  highway  in  November  of 
this  year. 

Mr.  Kelsey  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  per- 
sons in  town.  In  the  Grand  list,  1789,  only 
Matthew  Lyon,  and  Michael  Merritt  stood 
higher.  In  December,  1795,  he  deeded  to 
his  son,  Lyman,  about  83  acres.  He  sold  in 
1821,  to  his  grandson,  Harr}r  Spalding,  of 
Middletown.  He  had  married  Submitty 
Parsons,  and  had  four  children  born  in  Kil- 
lingworth,  Parsons  who  settled  in  West 
Haven,  Orren,  Lovisa,  Lyman,  and  Curtis, 
jr.-,  who  was  three  years  old  when  the 
family  came  to  Fair  Haven. 

Orren  Kelsey,  son  of  Curtis,  m.  Fanny 
Dwyer,  of  Fair  Haven,  in  1800.  He  died  in 
Feb.  1847.  Mrs.  K.  died  Feb.  25,  1869.  He 
was  a  post-rider  from  Fair  Haven  to  Ferris- 
burgh  in  1795,  carrying  the  Fair  Haven 
papers  and  mail  to  towns  along  the  route. 
In  after  years  he  was  constable  in  the  town, 
and  often  pleaded  suits  in  law  before  jus- 
tice's courts  with  success.  His  children 
were  Mitty  M.,  James  N.,  Fanny,  Olive  M., 
Louisa,  and  Sally. 

In  the  year  1782,  Silas  Safford  and  his 
brother-in-law,  Ager  Hawley,  came  from 
Arlington  and  made  the  first  settlement  in 
the  village. 

Col.  Matthew  Lyon,  who  then  resided  in 
Arlington,  had,  in  Dec.  1780,  located  the  2d. 
div.  of  Nathan  Allen's  right,  and  the  1st 
and  2d  of  his  own  right — about  300  acres — 
on  the  land  around  the  falls  of  Castleton 
river,  the  2d  div.  covering  the  ground  where 
the  Park  now  is,  and  extending  eastward 
over  the  swamp  to  Mr.  Kelsey's  first  divi- 
sion lot,  No.  60,  and  his  own  rights  coming 
over  the  river  and  falls  from  the  south  ami 
west  nearlv  to  the  south  line  of  the  Park. 
Subsequently  in  Jan.,  1781,  he  bought  of 
John  Hamilton,  of  Tiumouth,  a  second  divi- 


sion of  105  arces  lying  next  east  of  his  own 
which  had  been  surveyed  to  John  Smith,  thus 
giving  him  possession  of  over  400  acres,  all 
in  one  body.  He  must  have  visited  the  [dace 
at  the  time  of  the  survey,  1780,  and  at  other 
times  following,  prior  to  removing  himself 
and  family,  which  he  did  in  the  year  17s3. 

Preparing  to  make  improvements  on  his 
land,  and  to  build  on  the  falls  while  yet  res- 
ident in  Arlington,  he  proposed  to  Mr.  Saf- 
ford to  give  him  80  acres  of  land  as  'a  pre- 
mium to  go  to  Fair  Haven  with  his  family 
and  board  the  men  whom  he  might  employ 
in  building  his  mills. 

With  Mr.  Hawley,  who  was  a  mill-wright, 
he  agreed  to  build  a  grist-mill  in  co-partner- 
ship, Hawley  to  have  one-third  when  the 
mill  was  completed.  Safford  and  Hawley 
came  to  Fair  Haven,  camping  on  their  ar- 
rival, the  first  night,  in  their  covered  emi- 
grant wagon,  near  the  river.  Hawley  built 
the  first  grist-mill,  either  this  season  or  the 
following  spring,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Lower  Falls,  a  little  below  the  present  site 
of  the  old  paper-mill. 

About  the  same  time  the  bridge  over  the 
river  and  the  saw-mill  on  the  north  side 
were  buiic. 

In  building  the  grist  mill  Mr.  Hawley  re- 
ceived bodily  injuries  from  falling  upon  the 
frozen  water  wheel  while  attempting  to  cut 
away  the  ice,  which  caused  his  death  about 
18  months  afterwards.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  buried  in  the  old  burying  ground,  N.  W. 
of  James  Campbell's.  All  the  widow  received 
for  his  interest  in  the  property  was  the  use 
of  it  two  days  in  every  seven,  on  which  days 
her  boy  Asa  then  14  years  old,  acted  as  mil- 
ler, and  the  inhabitants  generally  patronized 
him  in  preference  to  Col.  Lyon's  employee. 

Widow  Hawley  married  Derrick  Carner, 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  township,  whose 
name  appears  in  the  charter,  and  who  is  said 
by  some  to  have  been  the  first  miller  in  town. 
He  removed  with  his  family  to  Hampton 
Corners,  where  he  appears  to  have  resided 
previously,  in  1779  and  '80,  and  thence  he 
went  to  Underbill,  Vt„  where  he  and  hia 
wife  died. 

Mr.  Safford  built  first  a  log  hou«e  near  the 
river  bank.  Here  he  had  25  men  to  board, 
and  Mrs.  Safford,  who  was  a  small  woman, 
and  mistaken  for  "  a  little  girl  "  on  ono  occa- 
sion, did  the  work  of  the  house  alone,  the 
men  assisting  her  by  washing  the  potatoes 
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at  night  and  putting  them  on  to  boil  in  a 
cauldron-kettle  out  of  doors  in  t!ie  morning. 

Mr.  Salford  did  not  reside  long  on  this 
spot,  but  built  a  house  20  by  30  feet  square 
on  the  place  where  Henry  Green's  house 
now  stands.  He  was  at  this  point  in  Dec, 
1784,  when  the  first  high  way  was  laid  by 
the  selectmen  from  Kelsey'a  north  ledge  to 
the  river  on  Oliver  Cleveland's  farm,  and  is 
said  to  have  been  here  keeping  a  public 
house  when  Col.  Lyon  came,  in  1733.  He 
was  here  also  in  1783,  when  the  road  was 
re-surveyed  from  the  bridge  northward. 

At  the  time  of  the  survey,  in  1764,  Col. 
Lyon's  house  is  said  to  have  stood  near  the 
north  end  of  the  bridge,  the  bridge  S.  W.  of 
Safiord's  house,  Ager  Hawley's  house  S.  W. 
of  the  north  end  of  the  bridge — each  about 
20  rods  from  the  bridge. 

These  houses  must  have  stood  on  Col. 
Lyons'  land,  and  been  owned  by  him,  the 
contract  upon  which  Mr.  Saflford  came  to 
town  not  having  been  written,  and  Col. 
Lyon  deeding  him  no  land  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  agreement. 

In  the  spring  of  1790,  Mr.  Safford  bought 
the  place  where  John  Meacham  lived — now 
Mr.  Barnes' — and  removed  to  thai  part  of  the 
town,  opening  there  a  public  house,  which 
he  kept  for  a  number  of  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1814,  he  sold  the  place  to  James  Y.  Wat- 
son, of  Salem,  N,  Y.,  and  bought  next  north. 

Mr.  San'ord  died  on  this  [dace.  He  was  a 
justice  of  the  peace  from  the  commencement 
of  the  town  for  nearly  forty  years  and  filled 
other  offices. 

He  had  a  large  family,  among  whom  Er- 
■win  was  a  prominent  business  man  of  the 
place  many  years. 

Abel  Hawley,  father  of  Ager  and  of  Mrs. 
Saiford,  was  here  with  his  children  in  1784, 
and  died  in  town,  Oct.  16,  1797,  aged  77. 

Among  those  who  came  into  town  in  17S3, 
either  before  or  after  Col.  Lyon,  and  settled 
in  the  central  portion  of  the  present  town, 
•were  Joel  Hamilton,  from  Brooklield,  Mass. ; 
Samuel  Stanuard,  from  Kiliingworth,  and 
Daniel  Muuger,  with  his  son,  Asahel,  from 
Litchfield,  Ct.  Timothy  Goodrich  and  Reu- 
ben Munger,  jun.,  may  also  have  come  about 
the  same  time. 

Joel  Hamilton  first  settled  on  west  street, 
lot  No.  5.  He  was  here  in  August  1783,  the 
place  being  called  his  "  home-lot"  at  that 
time.    In  Dec.  1784,  the  river,  it  is  said,  ran 


between  him  and  Sharp.  After  this  he  aeerns 
to  have  resided  for  a  time  on  the  side-hill 
where  John  D.  Wood  now  has  an  orchard, 
north  of  Harmon  Sheldon's  house,  the  hill 
taking  his  name,  and  being  called  to  this  day 
"  Mt.  Hamilton." 

We  hear  that  Mrs.  Hamilton  wa3  once  ac- 
costed by  a  bear  near  her  house  on  tnis  place 
on  Mt.  Hamilton. 

The  house  stood  on  the  1st  division  of  the 
right  of  Benjamin  Cutler  ;  and  Mr.  Hamilton 
bought  of  Mr.  Hawkins  in  Dec.  1787  20  acres, 
buying  subsequently  until  he  had  over  200 
acres  in  his  home  farm,  on  which  he  remained 
attending  to  various  public  aod  private  duties, 
and  keeping  a  minute  diary  of  his  farm  work 
and  other  doings,  until  his  death,  June  5, 1826. 

A  man  of  strong  purposes  and  passions,  he 
entered  heartily  into  the  Federalist  side  in 
politics,  and  was  an  open  and  determined 
political  antagonist  to  Col.  M.  Lyon,  with 
whom  he  seemed  to  be  in  almost  intermin- 
able controversy  during  the  last  years  of 
Lyon's  residence  in  town  He  was  constable 
from  March,  1785  to  1792  and  was  deputy 
sheriff  of  Rutland  county  a  number  of  years. 
He  married  Jerusha  Walker  from  Brooklield, 
Mass.,  who  survived  him,  married  Squire 
Demming  of  Castleton  and  died  Sep.  1639. 
Air.  Hamilton  had  no  children. 

Samuel  Stannard  resided  for  a  short  time 
toward  the  Lake  in  West  Haven,  but  soon 
came  and  made  his  home  on  the  spot  where 
his  son,  Heiuan,  so  long  resided  after  him. 
The  place  on  which  he  settled  was  pur- 
chased, in  1784,  by  Mr.  Stannard  and  Tim- 
othy Goodrich,  and  by  them  divided,  Mr. 
Goodrich  settling  on  the  east  half  where 
Joseph  S.ieldon  now  owns  and  occupies,  and 
Mr.  Stannard  on  the  west  half. 

Mr.  Stannard  was  frequently  chosen  on 
the  board  of  selectmen.  He  was  born  in 
Kiliingworth,  Ct.  in  1749,  and  came  to  Fair 
Haven  in  March.  1783.  He  married  Jemima 
Wilcox,  who  was  born  in  174(5,  and  died 
June  25,  1634,  aged  88  years;  He  died  Apr. 
8.  1815,  in  his  67th  year.  Family:  Betsey, 
Daniel,  Charlotte,  Samuel,  and  Heman. 

Mr.  Goodrich  may  not  have  come  perma- 
nently into  town,  settling  with  his  family, 
until  the  spring  of  1781.  He  appears  to 
have  been  a  son  of  Waitstill  Goodrich,  of 
Woodbury,  Ct.  and  to  have  had  a  brother 
Waitstill  j  the  father  giving  to  Timothy,  in 
Jan.  1784,  two- thirds,  and  to  Waitstill  one- 
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third,  of  a  half  interest  in  Asa  Dudley's  right 
in  Fair  Haven.  In  March,  1801,  Mr.  Good- 
rich buys  of  Dr.  Simeon  Smith  59  acres  on 
Mt.  Hamilton,  and  the  north  half  of  the 
Frisbie  lot,  which  he  sold  in  1818,  to  his  son 
Chauncy,  then  living  on  it,  he  himself  being 
in  Bethlehem,  Ct.  whither  he  is  said  to  have 
gone  and  temporarily  resided. 

The  Mungers,  Daniel  and  Ashael,  settled 
on  the  intervale  through  which  the  road  to 
Sheldon  saw-mill  now  runs,  known  as  "the 
Manger  road.*'  Here,  with  them,  also  resid- 
ed Joseph  Snow,  who  had  married  Elizabeth, 
a  daughter  of  Dea.  Daniel  Munger.  Snow 
occupied  a  house  which  stood  on  the  west 
side  of  the  road,  and  Mr.  Munger  a  house 
which  was  standing  only  a  few  years  since, 
on  the  east  side. 

Daniel  and  Eunice,  his  wife,  had  received  a 
deed  from  Judah  Lewis,  in  June  17S3,  while 
they  were  yet  in  Litchfield,  of  the  right  of 
Jos.  Taylor  surveyed  to  Taylor  Nov.  1780. 

Mr.  Munger  died  here  Feb.  10,  1805,  in  his 
80th  year,  and  Ashael  occupied  the  farm 
with  his  family  until  the  Spring  of  1817, 
when  he  removed  to  Michigan. 

Daniel  Munger  was  known  a3  a  deacon  of 
the  church,  and  is  said  to  have  superintended 
the  building  of  the  old  meeting-house — now 
Daniel  Orins'  dwelling-house — about  the 
year  1791,  and  to  have  found  one  of  the  first 
ministers  who  preached  for  the  church,  in 
the  person  of  Rev.  Mr.  Farley,  a  young  man, 
who  came  hither  from  Poultney  about  1803, 
and  preached  for  a  time,  boarding  with  Maj. 
Tilly  Gilbert.  After  Mr.  Munger's  death,  his 
son,  Ashael,  became  a  deacon  in  the  church. 

Reuben  Munger,  jr.,  from  Norfolk,  Ct.  in 
1782;  bought  a  place  now  owned  by  Mr. 
Stannard,  So.  of  J.  D.  Wood's.  He  was  on  the 
place  in  the  summer  of  17S5,  when  the  roa  i 
was  surveyed  X.  and  W.  from  "the  Narrows," 
to  the  eastward  of  his  house.  He  semes  to 
have  removed  to  Middlebury  prior  to  June, 
1790,  at  which  time  he  sold  to  Dr.  Simeon 
Smith. 

Lt.  Charles  McArthur,  of  Nobletown,  N. 
Y.  bought  of  Col.  M.  Lyon,  of  Arlington,  in 
July,  1783,  260  acres — Elijaii  Galusha's  rights 
— on  the  hill  ever  since  known  and  called 
Scotch  Hill. 

He  erected  the  first  frame-house  of  which 
we  hear  in  tfie  town — a  low  studded,  one- 
Hory  building —  east  of  Tilly  Gilbert's  pres- 
ent ra-ldeuce,  and   there  resided  and  died. 


The  place  was  afterward  occupied  by  hi3  son- 
in-law,  Elihu  Wright,  and  is  now  owned  by 
Mr.  Briggs.  His  great  arm-chair,  which  was 
one  of  the  first  brought  into  the  town,  is  in 
the  hands  of  Mrs.  Arnold  Briggs. 

Mr.  McArthur's  first  wife,  whoin  he  must 
have  married  in  Arlington,  was  a  daughter 
of  Gov.  Chittenden,  and  sister  to  Col.  Lyon's 
2nd  wife,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons,  John, 
Daniel  and  Allen.  He  married  Rebecca  Stan- 
ton for  his  2nd  wife,  by  whom  he  had  chil- 
dren: Charles,  Clintha,  Harvey,  Bradford  G., 
Alex,  Minerva,  anil  Seneca.  Harvey  is  said  to 
have  injured  himself  bringing  potatoes  out  of 
the  cellar,  and  to  have  bled  at  the  lungs  till 
so  weak  that  he  fell  from  his  hcrse  and  died. 

Mr.  McArthur's  lands  were  divided  among 
his  large  family.  He  died  Oct.  8,  1816,  in 
his  74th  year,  and  was  buried  in  the  village 
grave  yard.  On  his  tomb  stone  is  inscribed: 
"  An  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  God." 

Eli  Everts,  together  with  his  brother  Am- 
brose, must  have  been  in  town,  or  vicinity, 
as  early  as  the  fall  of  1783.  In  Dec,  1783, 
Ambrose  is  a  witness  to  a  deed  from  Isaac 
Clark  to  Abraham  Sharp,  and  in  April,  1781, 
both  Ambrose  and  Eli  witness  to  a  deed  from 
Joel  Hamilton  to  Abraham  Sharp. 

They  are  said  to  have  lived  in  a  log-house 
on  the  lower  side  of  the  road  below  Mr.  Stan- 
dard's at  an  early  day,  and  they  resided  on 
the  place  in  Dec,  1784,  when  the  road  was 
surveyed  from  Eieazer  Dudley's  southward  to 
Eli  Everts'  before  purchasing  the  laud,  of 
Col.  Isaac  Clark.  Haskins  was  on  the  place 
in  the  spring  of  1783,  when  the  great  change 
in  the  course  of  the  river  bed  occurred,  and 
as  there  was  trouble  between  him  and  Col. 
Clark,  he  may  have  decamped  about  this 
time,  leaving  Col.  Clark  to  lease  the  place  to 
Mr.  Everts.  The  place  was  deeded  to  Everts, 
Nov.  20,  17S6. 

Mr.  Everts  must  have  built  the  old  gam- 
brel-root^d  house  which  formerly  stood  where 
Otis  Hamilton's  house  is. 

Mr.  E.  was  cailed  "  Captain"  by  the  peo- 
ple of  his  time.  He  was  selectman  of  the 
town  in  1793,  and  is  spoken  of  as  an  old 
mm  in  lis20.  His  wife's  name  was  Jemima, 
and  they  had  a  daughter  Millicent  who  mar- 
ried a  man  by  the  name  of  Fuller,  and  lived 
in  Malone,  N.  V.,  in  June,  1826.  Milo  was  a 
teacher,  and  removed  to  Athens,  Ohio,  sub- 
sequent to  his  mother's  death,  about  1823, 
where  he  became  judge  of  probate. 
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Richard  Beddow,  an  Englishman  who 
had  been  a  soldier  in  the  array  of  Gen.  Bur- 
goyne,  but  deserted,  or  was  taken  prisoner 
and  never  returned,  was  early  a  settler  near 
John  Meacham,  on  the  hill  east  of  Mr.  Kid- 
der's. He  was  a  blacksmith  and  nailer,  and 
worked  at  making  nails  with  John  Meacham, 
in  a  shop  on  his  farm. 

He  married  widow  Rebecca  Hosford  and 
had  7  children.  His  sons  removed  to  War- 
saw, N.  Y.,  whither  he  followed  them  subse- 
quently to  1825,  having  in  a  fit  of  intoxica- 
tion beaten  his  wife  ao  as  to  cause  her  death. 
The  farm  passed  through  the  sons'  hands  to 
Oliver  Maranville. 

Andrew  Race  is  said  to  have  lived  in  a 
small  house  near  the  school-house  in  the 
south  district ;  and  his  brother,  Isaac  Race, 
on  the  Hampton  side  of  the  river.  Mrs.  Sally 
Benjamin,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Race,  who 
was  afterward  a  resident  of  this  town  manv 
years,  relates  that  when  she  was  a  child,  she 
was  playing  beside  the  river  bank  and  saw 
Col.  Lyon's  emigrant  teams  ford  the  river 
below  Mr.  Cleveland's  on  the  arrival  of  the 
family  in  town. 

We  hear  of  a  young  physician  of  the  name 
of  Safford  in  the  town  as  early  as  1783,  but 
he  wa3  no  relation  to  Silas  Safford,  and  ap- 
pears not  to  have  remained  long  in  the 
town.  Perhaps  there  were  other  residents 
at  the  time  Lyon  commenced  his  works.  We 
-hear  of  several,  among  whom  was  Thomas 
Stonnage,  a  Dutchman,  who  cleared  the  land 
where  Mr.  Kittredge's  house  now  stands. 
Benjamin  Parmenter,  or  Parraentry,  who 
married  a  daughter  of  Oliver  Cleveland,  and 
first  built  on  the  east  side  of  the  cedar  swamp, 
afterward  residing  on  land  that  Stonnage 
cleared,  was  also  in  the  town  at  this  date. 

In  the  north  and  west  parts  of  the  town — 
now  West  Haven — Beriah  Mitchell,  who  had 
come  from  Woodbury,  Ct.,  to  Castieton,  and 
thence  to  Fair  Haven,  in  1732,  was  settled  on 
the  farm  now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Adelaide 
Hitchcock.  He  was  constable  in  1784,  but 
did  not  remain,  returning  to  Connecticut  in 
the  year  1786. 

His  place  passed  to  b  13  brother,  Ichabod 
Mitchell,  who  came  here  in  the  year  1783,  or 
thereabout,  and  kept  a  public  house  at  the 
corner  of  the  road. 

James  Ball  and  Perley  Starr,  bought  the 
right  of  John  Fassett,  jr.,  about  where  Rod- 
ney Fields  now  lives,  early  commenced  im- 


provements, bu,  soon  sold  out  and  moved 
away.  In  the  early  part  of  1783,  sometime 
between  January  and  April,  Eleazer  Dudley 
and  Abijah  Peet,  from  Woodbury,  Ct.,  loca- 
ted in  the  West  Haven  part  of  the  town,  Mr. 
Dudley  on  or  near  the  "  school-lot,"  about 
where  Nathaniel  Fish  resides,  and  Mr.  Peet 
next  north  of  Mr.  Mitchell's,  toward  Benson. 
Thomas  Dixon,  written  also  Dickson  and 
Dickinson,  in  the  records,  came  in  from  Cas- 
tieton, locating  next  north  of  Mr.  Peet's  on 
Benson  line. 

John  Howe,  Elijah  Tryon,  Elisha  Frisbie, 
John  and  Henry  Cramer,  Timothy  Lindsley, 
and  others,  came  this  year  from  Connecticut, 
and  took  up  lands  in  West  Haven.  About 
the  same  time,  also,  or  a  little  later  in  the 
year,  came  Heman  Barlow,  Cornelius  Brown- 
son,  David  Saaford,  Samuel  Lee,  Amos  and 
John  McKinstry,  and  others,  who-e  settle- 
ments belong  to  the  history  of  West  Haven. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  to  or- 
ganize under  the  charter,  was  warned  by  Ira 
Allen,  Governor's  Assistant,  and  held  at  the 
house  of  Nehemiah  Hoit,  at  Castieton  Cor- 
ners, June  14,  1780,  Col.  Ebenezer  Alien 
moderator,  Capt.  Isaac  Clark,  proprietors' 
clerk. 

Capt.  Clark,  John  Grant  and  Nathaniel 
Smith  were  appointed  a  committee  to  survey 
and  lay  out  a  town- plot  on  the  most  conven- 
ient place  for  trade  and  navigation,  of  one 
lot  to  each  proprietor's  right,  of  not  more 
than  4  acres,  nor  less  than  one.  The  com- 
mittee were  isstructed  "  to  lay  out  such 
roads  as  they  should  judge  to  be  most  conven- 
ient to  the  place  of  trade  and  navigation." 

It  was  voted  to  make  a  division  of  100 
acres  of  land,  with  5  acres  for  highways,  to 
each  proprietor's  right,  and  "  that  Maj.  Eben- 
ezer Allen  and  Capt.  Isaac  Clark,  as  a  com- 
pensation in  part  for  their  looking  out  the 
town  and  procuring  a  grant,  "  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  making  the  two  first  pitches  in 
the  first  division." 

Lieut.  Elisha  Clark,  Oliver  Cleveland  and 
Asa  Dudley  were  chosen  to  lay  out  the  first 
division  lots  on  the  public  rights,  and  Capt. 
John  Grant  was  chosen  proprietor's  treasurer. 

It  was  voted  that  the  21st  of  Aug.  17S0,  ba 
the  day  to  begin  to  survey  the  pitches.  The 
next  meeting  was  held  by  adjournment  at 
the  same  place,  Aug.  16th.  Of  this  meeting 
Capt.  John  Grant,  of  Poultney,  was  modera- 
tor, and  Michael  Merritt  clerk. 
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It  was  voted  to  accept  the  survey  of  the 
town-plot  reported  by  the  committee,  each 
lot  containing  one  acre,  together  with  one 
acre  set  apart  for  a  public  landing-place  for 
shipping. 

Oct.  4,  1780,  the  proprietors  met  again  at 
Mr.  Hoit's.  Philip  Priest,  moderator.  Voted 
to  make  a  further  division  of  100  acres  to 
each  right  to  be  called  the  "  second  division 
lots."  Ensign  Gershom  Lake,  Oliver  Cleve- 
land and  Asa  Dudley  were  appointed  to  lay 
the  public  lots  of  this  division. 

It  was  voted  to  draw  for  the  town-plot 
lots  in  the  same  manner  that  they  had  for 
the  1st  and  2d  div.  pitches,  and  Maj.  Clark, 
Ensign  Lake  and  Asa  Dudley  were  appointed 
to  lay  out  a  public  highway  from  the  west 
line  of  Castleton  to  the  Great  Falls.  It  was 
directed  that  this  main  road  from  Castleton 
to  the  Great  Falls  should  be  6  rods  wide,  and 
other  roads  which  the  committee  might  lay 
might  be  of  any  convenient  width,  they 
should  think  best. 

Dec.  14,  1780.  The  proprietors  met  to 
draw  for  3d  div.  pitches  of  63  acres  each,  and 
chose  .Michael  Merritt,  Philip  Priest  and 
Heman  Barlow  to  lay  the  public  lots  of  this 
division ;  and  Philip  Priest,  collector,  with 
power  to  enforce  settlements. 

June  7,  173L  A  proprietors'  meeting  was 
holden  at  the  house  of  Maj.  Isaac  Clark,  and 
voted  to  draw  for  a  4th  division  of  50  acres 
each.  At  a  meeting,  Oct.  4,  Col.  Isaac  Clark 
and  Jonathan  Brace,  Esq.,  were  "  empower- 
ed to  act  as  agents  for  the  proprietors  of  Fair 
Haven  to  vindicate  the  title  of  said  town- 
ship, as  granted  by  charter  of  the  General 
Assembly,  in  October,  1779." 

Apr.  8,  1782.  Isaac  Clark  charges  the 
proprietors  £3  and  Gs.  for  two  journeys  to 
Bennington  "  to  procure  the  charter  and  get 
it  recorded,"  and  £1  and  8s.  for  fees  paid  the 
secretary  for  drawing  and  recording  said 
charter.  At  an  adjourned  meeting,  at  Col. 
Clark's,  Sept.  2d,  of  this  year,  Beriah  Mitch- 
ell and  Oliver  Cleveland  were  constituted  a 
committee  to  warn  land  owners  when  to 
work  on  the  highways,  and  to  keep  the  ac- 
count of  every  man's  work,  and  see  that  the 
roads  were  properly  and  well  male. 

The  main  highway  from  Castleton  line  to 
Mr.  Dudley's  camp,  a  point  somewhere  not 
far  we.-tward  of  the  present  division  line 
between  Fair  Haven  and  West  Haven,  was 
surveyed,  Oct.  8,  1782,  via  "  muddy  brook" 
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Philip  Priest's  house,  and  the  house  of  Joseph 
Haskins  ;  Haskins'  house  being  about  2<"»0 
rods  N.  W.,  nearly  from  Mi.  Priest's  then 
residence. 

In  November,  1782,  Philip  Priest  and  Cur- 
tis Kelsey  were  appointed  overseers  of  high- 
way work,  and  after  several  adjournments 
the  last  meeting  of  the  proprietors  in  Castle- 
ton was  held  at  Col.  Clark's,  May,  8,  1783 ; 
whence,  after  voting  a  tax  of  one  penny  per 
acre,  311  acres  to  each  right,  for  highways 
and  bridge5,  and  appointing  Heman  Barlow, 
Thomas  Dickson  and  Eleazer  Dudley  a  com- 
mittee to  look  after  roads  and  open  such  new 
ones  from  the  main  road,  already  cleared,  as 
best  to  accommodate  the  inhabitants,  the  meet- 
ing was  adjourned  to  come  together  again 
Nov.  3d,  at  the  house  of  Philip  Priest,  in 
Fair  Haven. 

Nov.  3,  1783,  the  proprietors  met  at  Mr. 
Priest's  house,  and  after  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  settle  with  the  treasurer,  adjourned 
to  the  first  Monday  of  Jan.  1784,  which  meet- 
ing passed  a  vote  limiting  the  special  priv- 
ileges previously  granted  to  certain  persons 
of  covering  their  claims,  to  the  first  day  of 
February,  and  then  adjourned  to  May  3d, 
when  they  met  again,  and  having  voted  to 
rase  a  tax  of  one  penny  on  the  acre,  dis- 
solved the  meeting.  The  town  was  organ- 
ized at  the  house  of  Mr.  Priest,  Aug.  23, 
1783;  Mr.  Priest,  moderator,  Eleazer  Dud- 
ley, town  clerk ;  selectmen,  Philip  Priest, 
John  Meacham  and  Heman  Barlow  ;  Mich- 
ael Merritt,  constable.  No  other  officers  were 
chosen  until  the  following  spring. 

1784.  Town  meeting  was  held  at  Mr. 
Priest's,  Mar.  22d — Mr.  Dudley  was  re-elected 
town  clerk  ;  Eleazer  Dudley,  Thomas  Dick- 
son and  Oliver  Cleveland  selectmen  ;  Dan- 
iel Munger,  grand  juryman;  Philip  Priest 
and  Beriah  Mitchell,  listers ;  Beriah  Mitch- 
ell, constable  ;  Michael  Merritt,  treasur  r  ; 
Ichabod  Mitchell,  John  Meacham  and  Philip 
Priest,  surveyors;  Philip  Priest,  Michael 
Merritt  and  Eleazer  Dudley,  trustees,  to 
take  care  of  the  school  right,  and  the  right 
for  the  support  of  the  ministry.  A  vote  was 
passed  to  raise  a  tax  of  £6  and  10s.  on  the 
polls  of  the  inhabitants,  rescinded  ar  a  sub- 
sequent meeting,  held  May,  4th,  when  it  was 
voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  £3  anil  10s  "  ou 
the  polls  and  ratable  estate  of  the  inhab- 
itants." 

By  vote  of  the  town  the  school  lot  was 
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sold,  in  September,  to  Eleazer  Dudley,  for  £75. 
At  a  meeting  Sept.  22d,  at  Col.  Lyon's  house, 
the  inhabitants  voted,  1st,  "That  the  county 
of  Rutland  extend  seven  townships  north  and 
south,  and  that  Castleton  be  the  county  seat." 
2d,  "  That  they  will  remonstrate  against 
the  town  of  Rutland  being  a  county  town." 
"  3d,  They  chose  Col.  M.  Lyon,  John  Meach- 
am  and  Heman  Barlow  a  committee  to  draw 
a  remonstrance  against  the  doings  of  the 
County  Convention. 

Several  new  roads  were  surveyed  in  the 
town,  in  December  of  this  year. 

Moses  Holmes  appears  to  have  come  into 
town  in  the  Autumn  of  1784,  from  Lenox. 
Mass.,  buying  30  acres  of  land  of  Joseph 
Ballard,  adjoining  Foultney  river,  which  he 
sold  to  Matthew  Lyon,  Nov.  29,  1785,  and 
bought  another  30  acres,  which  had  been  im- 
proved, of  William  Meacham,  at  the  extreme 
southern  end  of  the  town,  Nov.  30.  Holmes 
appears  to  have  been  in  Hampton  in  April, 
17S8,  further  than  this  we  can  get  no  trace 
of  him.  There  is  slight  reason  to  think  he 
may  have  been  one  of  Col.  Lyon's  employees 
in  the  forge  or  mill. 

David  Pundersoit,  chosen  one  of  the  listers 
at  the  March  meeting  of  1785,  must  have 
been  here  the  year  preceding.  He  resided 
on  the  upper  side  of  the  road,  beyond  Mr. 
Evert's.    We  learn  nothing  more  of  him. 

1785.  The  town  meeting  was  held  at  Mr. 
Priest's,  Mar.  21st: 

"Voted  that  Oliver  Cleveland,  Curtis  Kel- 
sey  and  Joel  Hamilton  be  a  committee  to 
vi-.'W  the  road  from  Mr.  Priest's  to  Hub-bard  - 
ton  river  and  Benson  line,  and  make  a  re- 
port where  it  is  best  the  road  should  go,  by 
the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  and  that  the  above 
committee  lay  a  burying-place,  by  the  road, 
south  of  Mud  Brook." 

This  burial-ground  was  located  beside  the 
old  road,  between  the  house  now  occupied  by 
James  Campbell  and  that  in  which  John 
Allard  resides.  It  was  the  first  public  burial  I 
place  in  the  town,  and  had  some  30  or  40 
graves. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting,  May  3d,  at  Mr. 
Priest's ;  "  voted  that  two  days  labor  be 
done  on  the  roads  over  what  the  law  directs." 
The  town  was  at  this  meeting  first  divided 
into  three  districts,  whether  school  or  high 
way  districts  is  not  stated,  but  we  have  reas- 
on to  think  this  division  pertained  to  the 
schools,  if  not  also  to  the  highways.  The 
territory  between  Muddy  Brook  and  Hub- 


bardton  river  was  to  be  the  first  district ;  that 
south  of  Muddy  Brook  the  second  ;  and  that 
west  of  Hubbardton  river  the  third. 

A  vote  was  passed  that  Elisha  Frisbia 
should  be  deemed  an  inhabitant  of  the  town; 
but  another  meeting,  held  in  June,  revoked 
the  act,  and  he  was  warned  to  depart  from 
the  town  in  ten  days,  a  practice  of  those 
days  by  which  to  prevent,  perhaps,  their  be- 
coming a  public  charge. 

We  have  on  record  the  names  of  about  50 
individuals  who  were  warned  away,  many 
of  them  with  their  families,  between  1803  and 
1813.  Some  of  these  continued  to  reside 
here  for  years  afterward,  contriving  a  way  to 
support  themselves  and  their  growing  famil- 
ies, like  so  many  of  the  other  early  inhabit- 
ants who  were  too  poor  to  go  away. 

Charles  Rice,  came  hither  from  Brook  field, 
Mass.,  in  the  early  part  of  this  year.  He  had 
bought  of  Jesse  Hamilton,  of  Brookfield,  in 
February  of  the  previous  year,  a  half  interest 
in  the  right  of  Elisha  Hamilton,  and  in 
June,  1785,  he  buys  of  Joel  Hamilton,  of 
Fair  Haven,  "  one- half  in  quantity  and  qual- 
ity" of  Elisha  Hamilton's  lot  No.  5,  and 
one-half  of  Zadock  Everest's  2d  div.,  both  on 
the  west  street,  toward  "  Sharp's  bridge." 
Mr.  Rice  was  first  constable  in  town  in  1793, 
'94.  He  removed  from  the  west  street  to 
West  Haven,  and  was  keeping  a  public  house 
nigh  where  Nathaniel  Fish  now  resides,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1795,  and  also  in 
the  years  1798  and  1799.  He  was  an  eccen- 
tric man,  and  wrote  on  his  sign  : 

"Nothiug  on  this  side  nothing  on  t'other; 
Nothing  in  the  house,  nor  in  the  stable  either." 

His  wife  was  Abigail  Cutler,  sister  to 
Isaac  Cutler,  Esq.  She  died  in  West  Haven, 
June  16,  1820,  in  her  66th  year.  He  re- 
moved to  Canada  before  the  war  of  1812,  and 
died  there.  They  had  two  sons  and  one 
daughter. 

Isaac  Cutler,  Esq.,  whose  name  we  often 
meet  in  the  subsequent  records  of  our  early 
history,  came  hither  also  from  Brookfield,  in 
the  spring  of  this  year.  He  bought  75  acres 
of  land  of  Mr.  Rice,  one-half  from  the  east 
end  of  Zadock  Everest's  2d  div.,  and  the  other 
half  from  the  Elisha  Hamilton  lot  No.  5, 
Mr.  Cutler  built  on  this  land  the  house  after- 
ward owned  by  Jacob  Willard,  later  by  Cy- 
rus Willard.  It  was  opened  and  kept  as  a  tav- 
ern by  Mr.  Cutler  for  some  years,  serving  as 
a  popular  evening  resort  for  the  early  settlers 
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of  the  neighborhood.  There  was  a  nursery 
of  apple  trees  by  the  roadside  a  little  east  of 
the  house,  in  1797. 

The  place  was  sold  by  him  September, 
1708,  to  Philip  Allen,  of  Salem,  N.  Y.  Mr.  C. 
must  have  come  into  the  village  to  reside 
60on  afterward,  and  may  have  made  his 
home  with  his  brother-in-law,  Nathaniel 
Dickinson,  who  kept  the  public  house  of  the 
village.  Mr.  Cutler  purchased  the  house  and 
about  10  acres  of  Dr.  Simeon  Smith,  of  West 
Haven,  Feb.  5,  1803.  In  February,  1810.  he 
appears  to  have  lived  in  a  part  of  the  old 
house  which  stood  on  the  common.  He  re 
moved  to  West  Haven  in  the  spring  of  1827 
where  he  resided  till  his  death  in  Nov.  1832, 
when  he  was  aged  86  years. 

He  left  no  family.  He  was  a  prominent 
and  influential  man  in  the  town,  largely 
connected  with  its  public  and  business  affairs. 
Being  a  justice  of  the  peace,  he  was  universally 
designated  as  "  Squire  Cutler." 

Stephen  Rogers,  a  tanner  and  shoemaker, 
who  seems  to  have  been  a  particular  friend 
of  Col.  Lyon's,  came  from  Branford,  Ct.,  thi3 
year.  He  was  followed  soon  after  by  his 
younger  brothers,  Ambrose,  Beriah  and  Jared. 
Stephen  started  the  first  tannery  under  the 
patronage  of  Col.  Lyon.  He  built  also  a  house 
and  shoe-shop.  He  sold  in  March,  1801,  to 
Calvin  Munger,  and  went  away  to  the  West. 

Col.  Lyon,  who  in  1805,  was  doing  a  large 
business  in  tanning,  at  Eddyville,  Ky.,  sought 
and  obtained  him  to  come  to  Eddyville 
whither  his  wife,  whom  he  had  left  in  Fair 
Haven,  was  assisted  by  the  town  to  go  to 
him,  in  August,  1811.  She  returned  from 
Western  New  York  and  died  in  Elizabeth- 
town  some  years  after. 

He  married  Hannah,  dau.  of  Dea.  Munger, 
Feb  1789.  They  had  3  children.  Lucy,  Ste- 
phen, who  became  a  Congregational  minister, 
at  one  time  settled  in  Claremont,  N.  H.,  and 
Lorenzo  who  resides  in  Westport,  N.  Y. 

Col.  Lyon  built  the  dam  on  his  Upper  Falls 
to  bring  water  to  his  iron  works,  in  July 
of  this  year,  1785,  and  on  October  14th  he 
petitioned  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State, 
then  an  independent  sovereiguty,  to  lay  a 
duty  of  two  pence  per  pound  on  nails,  to  en- 
able him  to  build  his  works  rind  supply  the 
State.  The  place  was  called  from  this  time, 
and  for  many  years  was  known  over  the 
whole  country  about,  by  the  uame  of  "  Lyon's 
works." 


1786.  Gamaliel  Leonard  came  from  Pitrs- 
field,  Mass.,  in  17S5,  to  Greenfield,  N.  Y., 
stopping  on  Hampton  Hills,  and  while  resi- 
dent there,  in  January,  1786,  bought  of 
Heman  Barlow  120  acres  on  Poultney  river, 
in  Fair  Haven.  This  land  laid  along  the 
Falls  north  of  the  place  where  the  old 
Skeene's  road  crossed. 

Moving  into  town  in  the  spring  of  17^6, 
Mr.  Leonard  built  him  a  house  near  the 
Falls,  and  commenced  the  erection  of  the 
second  saw-mill  in  town.  The  country  east 
of  Mr.  Leonard  was  then  an  almost  unbroken 
forest.  A  road  was  cut  around  the  noith 
side  of  the  cedar  swamp,  and  Oliver  Cleve- 
land drove  a  yoke  of  cattle  on  this  road 
through  the  woods,  which  was  the  first  team 
driven  through  to  the  saw-mill.  In  1788, 
Mr.  Leonard,  in  company  with  Elias  Ste- 
vens and  Daniel  Arnold,  of  Hampton,  built  a 
forge  at  the  west  end  of  the  saw-mill.  Mr. 
Arnold  sold  his  share  of  the  forge  to  Jame3 
Downey,  jr.,  in  December,  1792,  and  Mr. 
Stevens  sold  hi3  to  Dr.  Simeon  Smith,  in 
March,  1S02. 

Charles  Hawkins,  sen.,  came  from  Smith- 
field,  R.  I.,  in  the  summer  of  1786,  buying,  in 
August,  of  Tarnes  Hooker,  of  Poultney,  one- 
half  of  Asa  Joiner's  right  of  land  in  the  town. 

Here  Mr.  Hawkins  built  and  settled,  tak- 
ing the  freem\n's  oa'h  i^  its  <t»t.  a,  i-sobut; 
tember,  17SS      -  ^  0f 

He  had,  jeveral  years  previously,  whis 
resident  iT  Smithfield,  in  January,  17S1,  pur- 
chased, in  company  with  his  brother-in-law, 
James  Bowen,  of  Smithfield.  the  original 
right  in  town  which  belonged  to  Benjamin 
or  Benoni  Cutler,  of  Plainiield,  N.  H.,  and 
the  first  division  of  this  right  was  surveyed 
to  him  in  May,  1731 ;  from  which  we  infer 
that  he  had  visited  the  town  and  located  his 
land  at  this  early  date.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  a  "  gentleman"  and  a  "  blacksmith"  in 
Rhode  Island,  and  appears  to  have  made  a 
number  of  purchases  and  sales  of  lands  in 
town.  He  adds  to  his  home-farm  by  pur 
chase  of  Philip  Priest,  in  the  spring  of  1787 
about  25  acres  ;  and  in  the  fall  sells  20  acres 
to  Joel  Hamilton,  including  the  house  in 
which  Hamilton  then  lived.  He  died  here 
Mar.  31,  1810,  in  his  75th  year,  and  his  wid- 
ow married  Michael  Merritt  The  home- 
farm  was  sold  by  his  sons,  Charles  and  Rich- 
j  ard,  to  Dr.  James  Wnuerell,  in  October, 
11813. 
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David  Erwin,  afterwards  known  as  "  Col- 
onel," and  later  a3  "  General"  Erwin,  came 
hither  from  New  Jersey,  soon  after  the  com- 
pletion of  Col.  Lyon's  iron  works,  and  prob- 
ably as  early  as  the  year  17S6,  he  being  in 
town  and  witnessing  to  the  signing  of  a  deed 
in  March,  1737. 

He  is  remembered  by  the  older  inhabi- 
tants as  a  man  of  marked  ability,  and  the 
efficient  superintendent,  or  foreman,  of  the 
slitting-mill.  The  story  is  told  that  when  he 
came  to  town,  then  a  young  man,  he  first  en- 
gaged at  very  small  wages  as  "  blower  and 
striker"  in  the  shop  where  Col.  Lyon's  chief 
workman  was  manufacturing  axes,  pretend- 
ing not  to  be  skilled  in  any  of  the  arts  of 
Vulcan,  and  so  was  called  "Lyon's  fool." 
After  a  little  while,  when  engaged  in  "strik- 
ing" with  his  "  boss,"  he  put  in  the  interrog- 
atory, "  Why  not  strike  there? — and  again, 
there  ?"  The  "  boss"  getting  impatient  of  the 
fool's  impudence,  as  he  regarded  it,  swore 
out  that  he  might  make  the  axe  himself,  he 
appearing  to  know  so  much  ;  when  Erwin 
replied  that  he  would  do  so  if  he  would  suffer 
him  to  try  his  hand.  He  accordingly  took 
the  fire  and  anvil,  and  in  an  unusually  short 
ppace  of  time  turned  out  his  axe,  which  was 
declared  to  be  a  handsomer,  and  better  axe 
than  any  the  shop  had  before  produced.  The 
1-jVe'ioss,"  threw  off  his  apron,  put  on  his  coat 
178'rcleared  the  shop,  caiiirp,  on  Col.  Lyon  to 
Pri/ttle  up,  averring  that  "  the  fool"  had  out- 
witted him  and  he  would  no  longer  work. 

From  this  time  "  Captain  Erwin,"  as  he 
was  first  called,  came  to  be  Col.  Lyon's  fore- 
most workman.  He  took  the  freeman's  oath 
here  in  September,  17S3.  In  May,  1789,  he 
purchased  of  John  Meacham  3  acres  of  land, 
on  the  bank  of  Poultney  river,  and  from 
time  to  time  he  added  to  his  land  by  pur- 
chase and  diminished  by  sale,  till  his  farm 
constituted  the  one  where  J.  W.  Esty  now 
resides. 

Col.  Erwin  was  ordered  to  meet  with  the 
regiment  under  his  command  for  parade, 
June  9,  1793,  his  regiment  being  in  the  sec- 
ond division  of  the  second  brigade  of  State 
militia.  He  was  called  "  General"  Erwin,  in 
1799,  and  appears  to  have  left  the  town 
about  ISO  1  or  1802,  and  to  have  gone  to 
northern  New  York.  He  leased  the  slitting- 
mill.  owned  bv  Edward  Douse,  of  Dedhum, 
Mass.,  of  Mr.  Douse's  attorney,  John  Browu. 
in  December,  1S0O,  until  February,  1802. 


He  was  one,  among  others,  licensed  to  «-.; 
liquors  at  the  June  training,  of  1802. 

He  is  said  to  have  had  two  sor.s,  v. . 
and  Moses,  while  in  town,  and  aftervrar  la 
have  been  himself  a  member,  or  to  have 
a  son  who  was  a  member  of  the  N.  Y.  - 
senate.    Further  than  this  we  learn  aotai: . 
of  him. 

Ethax  Whipple,  Esq,.,  was  one  of  the  e«-j» 
comers  of  this  year.  Here  he  took  up  % 
large  tract  of  land  on  the  rights  of  John  \z  '• 
Lemuel  Paine,  an  interest  in  which,  he  bs  i 
purchased  as  early  as  1781.  He  built  tha 
house  where  John  Allard  now  resii--.  b~: 
sold  the  same  in  1831,  and  removed  to  i 
west  street,  buying  the  house  and  lot  now 
occupied  by  Charles  Clyne,  and  re:::.zj 
there  till  his  death.  He  was  long  a  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizen  of  tie  town. 
[See  biography.] 

Capt.  Elijah  Taylor  come  from  Brook- 
field,  Mass.,  this  year.  He  was  elected  a  j  sry- 
man  in  March,  1737.  He  resided  on  :iew~: 
street,  having  some  claim  on  the  farm  of 
Charles  Pace,  a  part  of  which  be  sol  i  to  Join 
W.  Thro  op,  called  "  Troop,"  as  late  as  Jane, 
1795. 

Capt.  Taylor  was  never  married.  He  wm 
a  great  talker  ;  and  had  been  in  the  battle  :: 
Bunker  Hill ;  and  used  often  to  me^:  his 
neighbors  and  while  away  the  long  winter 
evenings  in  social  chit-chat  and  story- telling 
over  the  merry  cup  at  Squire  Cutler's  inn. 
He  removed  to  Hydeville,  then  **  Casdeton 
Mills,"  where  he  died,  about  1819. 

The  town  meeting  was  held,  Mar.  13,  1756, 
at  Samuel  Stannard  s,  house. 

At  another  meeting,  held  at  Mr.  Stan- 
nard's,  September  5th,  it  was  voted  "  not  to 
divide  the  town  into  two  societies,"  ar.i  to 
appropriate  funds  to  build  bridges  in  the 
west  part  of  the  town. 

In  December,  at  Mr.  Stannard's,  it  wai 
voted  "  that  they  will  hire  a  minister/'  anl 
Thomas  Dickson  was  appointed  "  to  treat 
with  Benson  committee  how  they  shall  pro- 
ceed."  A  tax  of  two  pence  on  the  ponnd  to 
be  laid  on  the  list  of  1786  was  votei.  ::  is  to- 
be  inferred,  for  the  support  of  the  ministry. 

1737.  Da.  Simeon  Smith,  of  Sharon,  Cc, 
came  and  bought  lands  extensive  y  in  the 
West  Haven  part  of  the  town.  He  built  » 
saw-mill  on  Hubbardton  river,  an  i  com- 
menced a  forge  on  the  Falls,  afierwaras 
owned  by  Gen.  Jonathan  Orms.    He  resided 
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ca  the  school-lot,  so-called,  which  he  leased 
frora  Eloazer  Dudley,  in  February,  1789.  He 
\  .ere  built  the  house  which  was  afterwards 
occupied  by  Maj.  Tilly  Gilbert. 

Dr.  Smith  was  previous  to  the  division  (in 
1702,)  selectman  in  17S9,  '90  and  '91,  and 
representative  to  the  General  Assembly,  in 
17S9,  '92,  and  '97.  He  was  the  delegate  of 
the  town  to  the  State  Convention  at  Benning- 
ton, in  January,  1791,  which  for  Vermont, 
adopted  and  ratified  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  and  in  17S9  was  elected  one 
of  the  assistant  judges  of  the  Puitland  county 
court.  In  1792,  he  was  probate  judge  for  the 
district  of  Fair  Haven.  He  died  Feb.  27, 
1794,  aged  70  years,  bequeathing  to  the  town 
of  West  Haven  the  sum  of  $  1,000,  then  a 
relatively  generous  amount,  to  be  kept  at 
interest  lor  the  period  of  60  years,  after  which 
time  to.be  devoted  to  educational  purposes 
as  follows :  "  to  have  one  good  grammar 
school  kept  in  "West  Haven,  near  the  village 
where  I  now  live,  the  overplus  for  the  benefit 
of  other  schools  and  the  support  of  a  gospel 
minister,  well  educated  and  regularly  in- 
structed in  the  ministry,  and  if  any  over, 
for  the  support  of  the  poor  and  needy  in  the 
Faid  town  of  West  Haven,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  civil  authority  and  the  selectmen 
of  said  town." 

Dr.  Smith's  second  wife  was  Catharine 
Cutler,  sister  to  Isaac  Cutler,  Esq.  She  sur- 
vived him,  inheriting  by  his  will  one-half 
of  all  his  estate,  which  wa^  estimated  at 
$  80,000,  and  afterward  married  Christopher 
Minot,  Esq.,  of  Boston. 

Dr.  Stephen  Hall  came  from  Connecticut, 
where  he  lost  his  left  hand  while  cutting  corn- 
stalks for  molasses,  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.  He  bought  a  building  lot  of  Capt. 
Elijah  Taylor,  in  March,  1788,  on  the  corner 
of  the  west  street  and  the  road  leading  to 
Mr.  Hawkins.'  He  was  also  chosen  one  of 
the  listers  in  town  in  the  same  month. 

He  is  the  first  physician  who  is  mentioned 
as  owning  land  in  the  town.  Selling  to  Dr. 
James  Witherell,  in  October,  1791,  lie  re- 
moved to  New  Lebanon,  N.  Y.  He  resided 
in  Canaan,      Y.,  in  the  spring  of  1S02. 

At  the  March  meeting  of  this  year,  held 
again  at  Mr.  Stannard's,  it  was  voted  that 
"  the  sign-post  be  erected  on  the  hill  by  Col. 
Lyon's  new  barn,"  from  which  it  is  inferable 
that  Col.  Lyon  had  then  recently  built  on  the 
]  remises  of  the  old  tavern  stand.  Tho  sign- 
post stood,  a  little  over  30  years  ago,  near 
the  S.  E  corner  of  the  old  shed  which  then 


and  until  as  late  as  1853  occupied  the  present 
site  of  Mr.  Adams'  brick  store. 

Feb.  18,  1787,  Michael  Merritt,  town  clerk 
by  order  of  the  citizens  of  the  town,  signs  a 
petition  to  the  General  Assembly,  to  have 
the  county  seat  of  Rutland  county  at  Castle- 
ton.  This  petition  was  joined  in  by  Wells, 
Benson,  Orwell,  Poultney  Castleton  and 
Hubbardton  ;  but  certain  persons  had  inti- 
mated that  Fair  Haven  and  Benson  ought 
not  to  be  considered,  whether  because  these 
two  towns  were  later  organized,  or  on  some 
other  ground,  we  are  not  told.  The  petition 
coming  before  the  General  Assembly,  in 
March,  Col.  Lyon,  who  was  a  member  from 
Fair  Haven,  moved  that  it  be  filed  ani 
postponed  to  the  nest  session — votes,  25 
yeas,  and  19  nays. 

1788.  Maj.  Tilly  Gilbert  came  in  the 
spring  from  Brookfield,  Mass.,  in  company 
with  Gideon  Tafft,  who  had  taken  up  land  in 
the  town,  and  resided  here  for  a  short  time, 
but  afterward  settled  in  Whitehall.  Maj. 
Gilbert  was  then  quite  a  young  man.  Ke 
put  up  at  first  at  the  public  house  ke: :  by 
Silas  Safford,  and  was  employed  by  Col. 
Lyon  to  teach  a  school,  perhaps  in  the  old 
school-house  on  the  Green. 

He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Hall  on  the 
west  street,  and  also  taught  school  in  Benson 
and  Orwell.  Removing  to  Benson  about 
1791-2,  his  connection  with  the  history  of 
our  town  does  not  really  commence  until  his 
return,  in  about  1S00. 

At  the  March,  meeting,  at  Mr.  Stannard's, 
Mar.  13th,  five  persons  were  chosen  on  the 
board  of  Selectmen,  of  which  Col.  Lyon  was 
chairman.  Dan  Smith,  of  the  West  Havea 
part  of  the  town,  is  named  as  one  of  the  lis- 
ters, together  with  Stephen  Hall  and  Gama- 
liel Leonard. 

There  was  a  frost  on  the  20th  of  June,  so 
severe  as  to  destroy  the  wheat  and  other 
crops,  and  many  sufiered  by  famine  during 
the  winter  of  1788-9. 

By  a  warning  from  Silas  Safford,  justice 
of  the  peace,  a  proprietor's  meeting  was  bel  i 
at  Mr.  Safford's  house,  Aug,  2-3,  Col.  Lyon 
being  chosen  moderator.  After  chosiag  Mr. 
Safford  clerk  the  meeting  was  adjourned  to 
the  first  Monday  in  October,  but  the  proi  ee  i- 
in^s  of  the  adjourned  meeting  are  not  to  it 
found. 

There  was  a  citizens'  meeting  a:  Mr. 
Priest's  house,  September  2d,  when  it  was 
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voted  "That  the  selectmen  do  repair  the 
bridge  which  crosses  the  river  between  this 
town  and  Greenfield,  and  tax  the  town  for 
the  cost,  if  a  tax  is  not  granted  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  for  that  purpose."  It  was 
also  voted  to  memorialize  the  General  Assem- 
bly for  "  a  tax  of  two  pence  on  the  acre  for 
repairing  bridges  and  highways  in  this  town." 

Jehiel  Mitchell,  a  carpenter,  came  from 
Litchfield,  Ct.,  was  here  in  the  summer  of 
this  year.  He  was  a  brother  to  Beriah  and 
Ichabod  Mitchell,  of  West  Haven,  and  built 
"  a  red  shop,"  opposite  Dr.  Hall's,  on  the 
west  street.  . 

Isaiah  Ismas  came  from  Massachusetts 
with  his  family,  in  the  fall,  stopping,  at  first, 
with  his  brother  in-law,  Charles  Hawkins, 
sen.  He  located  east  of  Dr.  Simeon  Smith's, 
and  the  "  country  road,"  nigh  the  romantic 
and  beautiful  lake  in  the  north  part  of  the 
town,  called  from  him,  "  Inman  Pond."  He 
did  not  reside  long  in  the  town,  but  removed 
to  Hampton,  N.  Y.,  in  1792,  and  sold  his 
place  to  Theophiius  Woodward,  of  West 
Haven. 

Thomas  Dibble,  called  "  Doctor  Dibble," 
who  came  from  Nobletown,  N.  Y.,  and  here 
married  a  daughter  of  Oliver  Cleveland,  was 
in  town  about  this  time.  He  dwelt,  previous- 
ly to  1807,  south  of  Wellington  Estey's  place 
on  the  bank  of  Poultney  river.  In  1807,  he 
purchased  the  farm  which  had  been  settled 
by  Jeremiah  Durand,  and  resided  on  the 
same  until  1317. 

1789.  Dr.  James  Witherell,  who  had  come 
to  Hampt  >n  from  Mansfield,  Mass.,  the  pre- 
ceding year,  stopping  for  a  time  with  Sam- 
uel Bearnan,  came  into  town  this  season. 
He  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  in  September, 
1790,  and  in  April,  1791,  purchased  about  30 
acres  of  Elisha  Kilburn,  of  Hampton,  on  the 
border  of  the  river,  in  the  west  part  of  the 
town.  He  purchased,  in  October  following, 
the  house  in  which  he  was  then  living,  and 
ihe  acre  and  a  half  of  land  at  the  corner  of 
the  road,  of  Dr.  Stephen  Hall,  whose  place 
as  a  physician  he  seems  to  have  taken.  He 
afterwards  purchased  of  Charles  Rice  and 
others  a  large  portion  of  what  now  consti 
tutes  Hamilton  Wescott's  farm.  Dr.  Wither- 
ell, known  also  as  "  Judge  Witherell,"  was 
for  over  twenty  years  a  public  and  infiupn- 
tial  citizen  of  the  town,  being  several  times 
a  representative  in  the  State  assembly,  a 
judge  in  the  county  court,  and  likewise  a 


Member  of  Congress  while  resident  in  Fa:r 
Haven. 

He  removed  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  about  1810, 
where  he  held  a  responsible  public  ofnee  u 
one  of  the  United  States  Judges  of  the  Terri- 
tory, and  was  long  one  of  the  chief  men 
and  officers  of  the  State. 

In  October,  Col.  Lyon  invokes  the  Sta'e 
by  a  petition  to  the  General  Assembly  to  sell 
him  100  acres  of  land  granted  to  the  So;i;--v 
for  propagating  the  gospel  in  foreign  part*, 
and  also  for  £S00  State  scrip,  to  be  pa.  1 
back  in  two  years.  The  petition  was  referral 
to  the  next  General  Assembly. 

1790.  The  March  meeting  was  held  for 
the  first  time  "at  the  school-house  in  :h* 
middle  school  district." 

Beriah  Rogers  is  said  to  have  come  into 
town  this  year,  from  Branford,  Ct.,  and  to 
have  made  his  home  for  a  number  of  years 
following  with  his  brother,  Stephen.  In 
February,  1797,  he  bought  50  acres  on  Scotch 
Hill,  which  he  sold  in  1799.  In  August, 
1797,  he  bought  of  Pliny  Adams,  of  Hampton, 
N.  Y.,  a  house  and  17.]  acres  of  land,  where 
Zenas  C.  Ellis  resides,  making  several  pur- 
chases subsequently. 

On  this  place  he  seems  to  have  made  his 
home  until  he  removed  to  Hampton,  about 
the  spring  of  1808.  In  1802,  he  commenced 
a  tannery,  which  he  sold,  after  bis  removal 
to  Hampton. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
the  town  for  a  number  of  years. 

Charles  Boyle  and  Olney  Hawkins  took 
the  oath  of  allegiance  at  the  freeman's  meet- 
ing, in  September,  this  year.  Mr.  Boyle, 
with  Robert  White,  of  Lansingburgh,  N.  Y., 
bought  of  Col.  Lyon,  in  Jan.  1792,  2  acres  of 
land  on  the  old  highway  leading  from  Lyon's 
works  to  Casrleton,  including  a  small  red 
store  standing  on  the  same. 

He  owned  also,  the  part  of  the  2d  dir. 
on  which  Mr.  Durand  resided,  and  at  his  de- 
cease, in  1799,  the  2d  div.  of  Nathan  Clark, 
and  85  acres  of  land,  known  as  the  "  Handy 
lot,"  bought  of  Col.  Lyon,  in  March,  1793. 

William  Buell,  a  gold  and  silversmith, 
who  came  from  Arlington,  and  occupied  the 
place  a'  the  foot  of  the  hill  where  Cyrus  C. 
Whipple  resides,  and  there  repaired  watches 
and  socd  silver  ware,  must  have  come  into 
town  this  year.  In  April  following,  1791, 
he  bought  a  piece  of  land  of  Jeremiah  Du- 
rand, and  was  assessed  in  the  grand  list. 
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lie  was  chosen  second  constable  in  1794;  is 
*aid  to  have  been  an  Englishman,  and  to 
have  had  a  son  William.  He  married,  for 
his  second  wife,  Polly  Baldwin,  of  Rutland. 
Her  first  child  was  deaf  and  dumb.  He  died 
in  town,  and  his  widow  went  back  to  Rut- 
land. 

Nathaniel  Dickinson,  who  bnilt  a  store 
near  Dr.  Witherell's,  took  the  freeman's  oath 
here  in  1791.  He  came  from  Massachusetts. 
His  wife  was  a  sister  to  Maj.  Tilly  Gilbert. 
In  June,  1795,  he  was  keeping  Col.  Lyon's 
public  house  when  Col.  Lyon  sold  to  David 
Mack.  He  kept  the  same  house,  or  some 
other,  for  several  years  afterward,  even  as 
late  as  1803. 

Mr.  Dickinson  bought  65  acres  on  the  west 
street,  in  1797;  and  owned  one-half  the 
gristmill;  and  was  constable  in  1802.  He 
resided  in  West  Haven  in  1S09,  where  he 
died  in  July,  1811 — his  wife  having  died  in 
December  before. 

Abijah  Warren,  was  from  Litchfield,  Ct., 
a  son-in-law  of  Dea.  Daniel  Munger,  and 
was  probably  here  as  early  as  this  year  and, 
may  have  been  here  at  an  earlier  period.  He 
appears  to  have  first  bought  a  building  lot 
on  the  road  north  of  Dr.  Witherell's  toward 
Mr.  Hawkin's,  in  June,  1796, — adding  to  it, 
in  April,  1797,  30  acres  more,  all  of  which  he 
6old  to  Olney  Hawkins,  in  July,  1S02.  He 
is  said  to  have  been  a  very  sanctimonious 
man,  and  to  have  lived  in  the  grist-mill 
house  after  this  time,  where  he  had  a  large 
family.  # 

Frederick  Hill,  the  t<jwn  clerk,  having  re- 
moved to  Rutland  a  meeting  was  called,  in 
December  1791  which  chose  James  Witherell 
town  clerk,  and  voted  "  to  dismiss  the  com- 
mittee heretofore  chosen  to  hire  preaching." 

March  5,  1792,  Dr.  James  Witherell  was 
chosen  town  clerk,  but  the  records  appear  to 
have  been  kept  by  John  Brown,  a  young  man 
who  came  hither  from  North  Provideme, 
R.  I.,  iu  the  spring  of  1792,  and  taught 
school  iu  the  town.  He  was  afterwards 
town  clerk.  His  records  are  made  with  great 
elegance  and  beauty  of  penmanship.  Mr. 
Brown  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Ethan  Whip- 
ple, Esq.,  having  married  his  sister,  Mary, 
in  Rhode  Island. 

He  bought  first  of  Col.  Lyon,  in  May,  1793,2 
acres  just  south  of  Mr.  Whipple's  and  built 
a  house  where  James  Campbell  now  lives. 
Buying  a  farm  of  65  acres  of  Charles  Rice, 


near  Dr.  Witherell's,  on  the  west  street,  in 
March,  1798,  he  removes  there  on,  and  adver- 
tises his  other  place  for  sale  in  the  "  Fair 
Haven  Telegraph,"  in  December,  1795.  in 
October,  1797,  he  sells  the  65  acre3  on  the 
west  street  to  Nathaniel  Dickinson,  and  re- 
moves into  the  public  house  in  the  village, 
which  he  seems  to  have  kept  a  number  of 
years.  He  removed  to  St.  Albans  iu  March, 
1801.  He  died  Mar.  16,  1805,  aged,  39  years. 
His  wife  died  Apr.  11,  1805,  aged  39  years 

The  warning  for  the  March  meeting  called 
the  people  together  to  choose  town  omc-rrs, 
and  "  to  see  if  they  will  agree  to  petition  the 
Legislature  of  this  State  to  divide  this  town 
into  two,  and  to  see  if  they  can  agree  on  a 
dividing  line."  James  Witherell  and  Lem- 
uel Hyde  were  appointed  agents  to  petition 
the  Legislature  for  the  division  of  the  town. 

At  another  meeting,  held  the  221  ins: ; 
and  for  the  first  time  at  the  meeting-house,  it 
was  voted  "  to  hold  future  town  meetings 
here,  and  also  the  freeman's  meeting,  for 
the  election  of  the  next  Member  of  Congress, 
and  a  Member  of  Convention. 

James  Witherell,  Silas  Safford  and  Philip 
Priest  were  chosen  a  committee  to  join  a 
committee  from  West  Haven,  "  to  settle  the 
public  accounts  which  lie  in  common  be- 
tween the  two  towns." 

On  the  question  that  the  dividing  line  be 
at  Mud  Brook,  the  vote  stood — yeas  9,  nays 
48 ;  that  it  be  at  Hubbardton  river,  yeas  9, 
nays  48  ;  that  it  run,  as  now,  from  Poultney 
river  to  a  line  on  the  hill  parallel  with  the 
west  line  of  the  Brooks'  lot,  and  thence 
along  the  Great  Ledge  to  Benson,  yeas  43, 
nays  7.  "  But  as  there  is  a  number  of  per- 
sons who  dissent  from  the  line  which  the 
majority  think  the  most  commodious,  voted 
that  Isaac  Cutler.  Silas  Safi'ord  and  Ethan 
Whipple  be  a  committee  to  confer  with  trie 
aforesaid  dissentients,  in  choosing  a  disinter- 
ested committee  to  point  out  a  dividing 
line,  which  line  the  inhabitants  will  petition 
the  Legislature  to  establish."  The  meeting 
was  then  adjourned  to  March  27th. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting,  Cornelius 
Brownson,  Ethan  Whipple  and  Lemuel 
Hyde  were  made  a  new  committee  to  settle 
the  town  account  with  the  treasurer,  Mr. 
Merritt.  and  it  was  voted  to  call  the  w^s: 
or  north  part  of  the  town  "  West  Haven." 

September  4th  the  citizens  met  by  adjourn- 
ment, voted  "  they  still  continue  determined 
to  divide  the  town  into  two,  and  that  the 
dividing  line  bo  established  as  it  was  i  re- 
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viously  voted."  Col.  Lyon,  Samuel  Stan- 
nard  and  Philip  Priest  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee to  meet  a  committee  irom  West 
Haven  to  settle  the  claim  of  each  town  to 
lands  granted  by  the  Legislature  for  the 
ministry  and  for  schools  ;  meeting  adjourned 
to  Jan.  4th,  1793. 

In  the  meantime  Messrs.  Witherell  and 
Hyde  make  their  petition  on  behalf  of  the 
town  on  the  Sth  of  October,  the  Legislature 
convening  at  Rutland.  The  petition  recites 
that  they  desire  division, 

"  1st,  Because  "  the  public  road  goes  more 
than  16  miles  from  the  northwest  to  the  south- 
east corner,  at  wmch  extremes  the  town  is 
inhabited." 

"  2nd,  Because  it  is  13  miles  from  the 
southwest  corner  to  the  east  side  of  the 
town. 

"  3d,  Because  there  is  a  "  Great  Ledge," 
which  nearly  divides  the  east  from  the  west 
part. 

"  4th,  The  west  part  of  the  town  having 
better  land  than  the  east  part,  yet  a  large 
share  of  it  remaining  in  a  state  of  uncultiva- 
tion  ;  and  the  east  part  having  natural  ac- 
commodations for  water  works,  and  great 
roads  through  it,  makes  it  consider  its  future 
importance  ;— so  that  each  part  has  its  ex- 
penses while  not  considering  the  expenses 
of  the  other  part,  they  cannot  agree  on  a 
center  aa  one  town,  yet  when  divided  there 
is  not  the  least  dfficulty,  each  being  ready  to 
agree  on  a  center  for  itself. 

"  5th,  The  town  being  longer  than  a  6 
mile  square  town,  the  inhabitants  have 
always  expected  to  be  divided,  and  although 
at  times  they  might  disagree  about  tli3  place 
where  to  divide,  yet  each  extreme  has  scarce- 
ly ever  failed  of  wishing  to  get  rid  of  the 
other,  which  has  at  times  created  diihenlties 
which  we  do  not  wish  to  mention." 

They  then  state  the  fact  of  an  agreement  at 
three  several  times  on  a  line,  and  request  to 
be  divided,  with  the  privileges  of  other 
towns,  excepting  that  they  should  have  but 
one  representative  to  the  two  towns. 

Again-t  this  petition  the  following  person- 
protest  or  remonstrate  that  "  they  think  the 
town  so  srnall  that  a  division  will  be  inju- 
rious, the  grand  list  being  only  .£2283  and 
10s.,  the  number  of  freemen  not  exceeding 
one  hundred,  and  the  land  on  the  west  of  the 
line  of  a  vastly  superior  quality,  therefore 
they  pray  that  the  town  may  not  be  divid- 
ed : — but,  if  it  is  to  be,  that  the  dividing  line 
may  extend  so  far  westward  as  to  take  in 
one-half  of  the  whole  number  of  acres  in  the 
town,  and  so  far  as  to  Hubbardton  river.' 
The  names  are:  Samuel  Stannard,  Alexan- 
der McCotter,  John  Howes,  Isaac  Turner, 


Abraham  Utter,  Jonathan  Onus,  John  War- 
ren, Amos  Lay,  Russel  Smith,  Ansel  Meriitt, 
Martin  Merritt,  James  Merritt,  Daniel  Cush- 
man,  Philip  Priest,  Timothy  Goodrich,  Dan- 
iel Mung'-r,  Peter  Cramer,  Henry  Cramer, 
jr.,  Dan  Smith,  Joel  Hamilton. 

By  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed 
the  18th,  and  signed  the  20th  (Jet.,  1792,  at 
Rutland,  the  west  line  of  Fair  Haven,  as  it 
now*  is,  was  established,  and  West  Haven 
erected,  with  all  the  privileges  of  a  separate 
town,  excepting  that  the  two  towns  were  to 
meet  together  and  choose  one  representative. 

The  two  towns  had  but  one  representative 
and  held  their  freeman's  meetings  together 
untd  Mar.,  3,  ly23,  when  it  was  "Resolved, 
that  the  town  of  Fair  Haven  is  bv  the  consti- 
tution and  Laws  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  en- 
titled to  a  representative  in  tiie  General  As- 
sembly of  tiie  State,  in  its  own  right,  distinct 
from  any  other  town,  and  that  the  first  con- 
stable be  directed  to  notify  the  annual  meet- 
ing in  September  next,  for  the  choice  of 
Governor,  Lieut.  Governor,  councillors  and 
representative  to  the  General  Assembly,  to 
be  holden  at  the  centre  school  house,  in  said 
Fair  Haven.'' 

Tiie  General  Assembly,  also,  at  its  session 
of  this  same  year,  decided  that  the  clause  of 
the  act  limiting  the  two  towns  to  one  repre- 
sentative was  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  was  there- 
fore void.  Since  this  time  the  two  towns 
have  each  had  their  annual  representative. 

The  populations  of  tiie  two  towns,  respec- 
tively, as  given  in  the  census  reports  of  the 
State,  were,  ii»  1791,  about  the  time  of  the 
division:  Fair  Havfen,  375;  West  Haven, 
515.  In  1S00,  Fair  Haven,  411,  West  Hav- 
en, 430;  from  this  time  West  Haven  stead- 
ily increases  to  774,  in  IS  10  ;  Fair  Haven  in- 
creasing to  714,  in  1S20,  after  which  time  it 
fell  oil'  to  633,  in  1840. 

Up  to  this  year,  in  which  the  town  was 
divided — the  larger  portion  of  tiie  territory 
going  to  West  Haven — we  have  seen  the 
town  stealily  rilling  up  with  population,  and 
improving,  until  it  stands,  in  relative  impor- 
tance, on  account  of  its  mills,  its  central  lo- 
cation, and  the  enterprise,  intelligence,  and 
wealth  of  its  inhabitants,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  many  other  towns  of  greater  extent  and 
more  inhabitants. 

But  before  taking  leave  of  our  twin-sister 
on  the  west,  with  whom  wo  struggled  along 
:hrough  so  many  hardships  and  privations  in 
our  early  days,  it  will  bo  pleasant  to  look 
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back  upon  both  sections,  topographically  and 
geologically,  in  the  light  of  present  knowl- 
edge, and  see  if  there  be  not  something  in 
both  reciprocally  complementary  of  that  in 
which  either  may  be  wanting. 

Topographically,  we  see  the  plain  around 
the  village  then  covered  with  heavy  pines, 
cat  away  where  the  park  now  is,  and  leav- 
ing the  large  stumps  still  thickly  standing, 
to  remove  them  at  a  Latter  date,  requiring 
many  "bees,"  or  public  working  parties,  at 
which  times  many  gallons  of  spirituous  liq- 
uors, so  commonly  used  at  that  day,  were 
consumed.  The  heavy  pines  and  hemlocks 
were  standing  over  most  of  the  plain,  roads 
only  here  and  there  being  cut  through  them. 
The  chief  settlement  and  point  of  trade 
seemed  to  be  on  the  west  street,  around  the 
corner  where  the  road  led  northward  to  Mr. 
Hawkin's  and  Mr.  Merritt's. 

The  general  surface  of  the  town  is  hilly, 
the  hills  rising  in  two  instances  only,  to  the 
dignity  of  mountains :  "  Bald  Mountain," 
covering  the  whole  southern  extremity  of 
West  Haven,  along  the  east  shore  of  the 
Lake,  and  "Mount  Hamilton,"  the  eminence 
just  northward  of  Messrs.  Wood's  and  Shel- 
don's, in  Fair  Haven,  so  named  from  Joel 
Hamilton,  Esq.,  who  resided  in  the  old  or- 
chard on  its  southern  slope  at  an  early  day. 

The  town  tt>  the  northward  of  Mt.  Hamil- 
ton, as  far  as  Benson  line,  is  taken  up  with 
the  Great  Ledge  coming  down  on  the  west, 
covered  with  its  ever  green  forests  and  seem- 
ing to  equal  in  distant  beauty  the  forests  of 
r  ancient  Lebanon,  as  you  look  northward 
from  the  summit  of  Mt.  Hamilton,  while  just 
below  you,  in  front  and  at  your  feet,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Great  Ledge,  and  embosomed 
ia  the  green  hills  on  every  side,  lies  the 
charming  little  lake  in  its  secluded  and  na- 
tive beauty,  which  has  been  known  among 
us  by  no  better  name  than  its  earliest  acci- 
dental designation,  "  Inman  Pond." 

As  viewed  at  the  still  dawn  of  a  summer 
evening,  there  are  few  scenes  which  God  has 
elsewhere  made,  surpassing  in  loveliness,  the 
silent,  quiet  grandeur  of  this,  our  home  scen- 
ery. From  Mt.  Hamilton  eastward,  Scotch 
Hill,  fringed  with  its  open  quarries  of  slate, 
and  the  wide,  fertile  intervale  between,  is  seen 
below  you,  sweeping  off  to  the  southward, 
where  the  village  greets  your  eve  in  the  dis- 
tance. Altogether,  there  is  no  spot  for  many 
rrnles  around  so  well  worth  a  visit  as  Mt. 
Hamilton. 
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A  little  to  the  west  of  Oliver  Proctor's 
former  residence  is  a  range  of  hills,  called,  in 
olden  times,  "  Porcupine  Ledge."  South  and 
east  of  this,  along  the  east  border  of  the 
town,  and  traversed  by  the  road  to  West  Cas- 
tleton,  is  Scotch  Hill,  so  named  from  the 
Scotch  people  who  settled  it. 

"  Glen  Lake,"  formerly  called  "  Screw 
Driver  Pond,"  from  a  supposed  formal  resem- 
blance to  a  screw-driver,  and  which  has  its 
outlet  in  Lake  Bomosecn,  in  Castleton,  fur- 
nishing at  that  point  an  abundant  water  fail 
and  power  for  manufacturing  purposes,  lie3 
partly  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  town. 

To  the  west  of  Porcupine  Ledge,  and  east 
of  Mt.  Hamilton,  is  the  large  marsh  fed  from 
Inman  Pond,  which  has  long  been  known 
as  "  Beaver  Meadow.'  This  meadow  fur- 
nished, for  many  years,  a  supply  of  cran- 
berries to  the  residents  of  the  town  and  vil- 
lage, who  were  permitted,  by  the  generosity 
of  the  proprietor,  to  go  on  an  appointed  day 
of  each  autumn  and  glean  of  the  annual 
harvest,  and  this  cranberry  meadow  was  at 
the  same  time  a  mill-pond  in  the- spring  of 
the  year,  from  which  water  was  taken  by 
Joseph  Sheldon,  sen.,  to  run  his  saw  mills,  at 
the  outlet,  where  he  carried  on  an  extensive 
lumbering  business  for  many  years. 

As  seen  from  Scotch  Hill,  the  saw-mill,  now 
owned  by  Daniel  Orms,  and  ensconced  among 
the  trees  at  the  head  of  the  valley,  through 
which  the  small  but  perpetual  stream,  called 
Mud  Brook,  flows  to  Poultney  river,  on  the 
west,  presents  a  beautiful  and  picturesque 
appearance. 

The  view  of  Fair  Haven  village,  as"  seen 
from  some  points  on  Scotch  Hill,  overlooking, 
at  the  same  time,  Hampton  hills  and  the 
mountains  to  the  south  and  west,  is  one  on 
which  the  lover  of  the  beautiful  in  landscape 
scenery  will  delight  to  linger.  There  is  one 
other  view,  that  from  the  road  or  hill  north 
of  Otis  Hamilton's,  looking  westward  on 
Bald  Mountain,  with  Poultney  river.  Carv- 
er's Falls,  and  the  powder  mills  in  the  deep 
gorge  of  the  foreground,  which  for  wildness 
and  grandeur,  in  a  warm,  hazy  summer  after- 
noon, is  worthy  the  attention  of  the  painter 
I  and  artist.  Just  south  of  this  point,  and  below 
Mr.  Hamilton's  house,  are  the  Dry  Fails,  as 
they  are  called,  and  the  old  river-b^d  on  the 
flat,  where  not  the  river  only,  but  ancient 
ocean  currents  once  flowed. 

The  Castleton  river  receiving  the  waters  of 
Lake  Bomosecn  juit  out>i.io  o:  the  borders 
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of  the  town,  comes  in  on  the  east  and  winds 
circuitously  iuto  the  Foultney  river  on  the 
west  side,  furnishing  several  good  manufac- 
turing privileges  in  the  village.  On  Hub- 
ton  river,  also,  flowing  through  West  Haven, 
from  the  ponds  in  Benson,  into  East  Bay,  are 
several  good  mill-powers.  Following  down 
the  Poultney  river,  besides  the  Falls  at  the 
powder-mills,  where  there  are  also  a  saw-mill 
and  a  grist-mill,  and  wa3  once  a  fulling-mill 
and  factory,  below  that  point  we  find  Carv- 
er's Falls,  a  deep,  narrow  opening  in  the  lime- 
stone rocks,  through  which  the  combined 
waters  of  Castleton  and  Foultney  rivers  fall 
down  at  first  about  20  feet,  and  then  about 
60  feet,  perpendicularly,  into  East  Bay.  At 
this  point  there  were,  at  one  time,  on  the 
New  York  side,  a  saw-mill,  forge  and  store. 

Geologically  viewed,  West  Haven  ex- 
ceeds in  speculative  interest,  but  Fair  Haven 
in  economical  value.  At  the  bottom  of  the 
extreme  southern  promontory  of  the  town, 
opposite  the  railroad  depot  and  steamboat 
wharf,  in  Whitehall,  is  found  the  only  spec- 
imen in  the  State,  of  the  oldest,  or  bottom 
rocks  of  the  globe,  the  primordial  crust  of  the 
Azoic,  or  Laurentian  formation.  This  frag- 
ment of  igneous  primordial  gneiss  extends 
only  three  or  four  miles  along  the  Lake 
northward.  Over,  on  this,  rests  the  first 
fossiliferous   formation,  the  lower  Silurian 

» 

with  which  commences  the  existence  of  or- 
ganic life  on  the  globe.  There  are  several 
varieties  of  the  Potsdam  sandstone  found  on 
Bald  Mountain,  interesting  specimens  of 
which  are  to  be  seen  in  the  State  cabinet. 

Overlying  the  sandstone,  is  a  large  devel- 
opment of  calciferous  sand  rock,  composed 
of  lime  and  sand,  which  extends  far  north- 
ward and  across  the  Lake,  and  is  found  to 
contain  fossils  of  the  genus  maclurea.  This 
formation  "  enters  Vermont  from  Whitehall, 
south  of  the  mouth  of  Codmau's  creek,  in 
West  Haven.  In  the  northwest  part  of  West 
Haven  it  unites  with  a  spur  that  runs  up  to 
the  very  southern  extremity  of  the  town, 
upon  the  east  shore  of  Lake  Champlain."* 

Next  above  this  appears  the  Trenton  lime- 
stone. "  A  little  more  than  a  mile  west 
of  the  West  Haven  post-office  it  appears  as  a 
light  blue  limestone,  capping  several  small 
hills  with  a  very  small  easterly  dip.  It  ex- 
tends west  to  Codmau's  creek.  There  is  but 
little  thickness  to  it,  while  the  calciferous 
sand-rock  beneath  is  enormously  developed."* 
•  Geological  Survey  of  State. 


Fossil  corals  are  found  in  this  liiu  t  „ 
further  north  in  Vermont.  CJtica  S]  a  ( 
come  in  above  the  Trenton  Limestone,  a:  i 
first  appear  about  a  mile  west  of  the  post- 
office,  their  inclination  being  greater  than 
that  of  the  underlying  rocks.  Then  there  ar 
the  Hudson  river  limestones,  alternating 
with  clay  slates  or  shales,  throug  lout  the 
central  and  eastern  parts  of  West  Haven,  in 
the  western  part  of  Fair  Haven  is  a  lar-^o 
range  of  talcose  or  talcoid  schist,  running 
north  and  south  ;  and  east  of  this,  extending 
into  Castleton,  is  the  extensive  slate  group,  or 
taconic  range,  called  by  the  State  geologists, 
from  the  town  of  Georgia,  in  the  north  part 
of  the  State,  where  all  its  characteristic  fossils 
are  found,  "  Georgia  slates."  These  slates 
were  quarried  and  worked  in  this  town  by 
Alonson  Allen,  as  early  as  1S45,  and  might 
with  great  propriety  have  been  denominated 
Fair  Haven  Slates. 

FROM  TIIE  TAKING  OF  TOE  FIRST  CENSUS,  IN" 

1791,  to  1300, 
when  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  reported  as 
only  411,  though  the  increase  of  population  is 
small,  as  compared  with  the  previously  rapid 
growth  of  the  town,  tbere  are  several  impor- 
tant facts  to  be  noted.  In  the  first  place,  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  '91  was  large,  as  com- 
pared with  mauy  other  towns  in  the  State,  at 
that  time  ;  Burlington,  for  instance,  though  or- 
ganized nearly  as  early,  numbering  only  332. 

The  area  of  the  town  is  smaller  than  that  of 
any  other  town  in  Rutland  county,  excepting 
Ira  Gore,  and  fully  one-third  part,  especially 
the  northern  section,  is  unsuited  to  habita- 
tion ;  while  the  southern  portion,  bounded  west 
on  the  Poultney  river,  is  very  narrow,  being 
scarcely  2  miles  in  its  widest  extent,  and  at 
the  same  time  much  broken  by  rough  ridges  of 
slate  on  the  east,  and  by  the  cedar  swamp  on 
the  west. 

Yet,  as  early  as  1791,  settlements  were  made 
as  we  have  seen,  in  about  every  accessible  por- 
tion, and  even  in  some  places  which  have  since 
been  abandoned. 

Where  the  village  now  is  there  could  have 
been  no  settlement  of  much  account,  aside 
from  Col.  Lyon's  iron-works,*  grist-mill  and 
saw-mill, f  at  the  beginning  of  this  period — Col. 
Lyon  himself  owning  all  tho  land.    A  road  had 

f  Built  by  Lyon  and  Ayer  Hawley  b.-low  the  old  pa- 
per-mill ou  the  south  side  of  the  river  about  17So. 

X  Tho  first  saw-mill  in  town,  built  by  Lyon  about 
17iN},  the  north  side  of  tho  lower  f;dls. 
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teen  laid  in  December,  1787,  from  the  works 
north-west  to  Muddy  Brook,  on  which  Ethan 
Whipple  located  in  17S6;  and  a  portion  of 
this  road,  across  what  is  now  the  Park,  was 
thrown  up  and  declared  exchanged  for  another, 
six  rods  in  width,  which  was  laid  in  April, 
17SS,  aoross  what  is  the  south  end  of  the  Com- 
mon. 

Col.  Lyon  having  built  a  new  barn  on  the 
hill,  prior  to  December,  1734,  had  probably 
soon  after  erected  his  house*  on  the  corner  of 
the  road,  and  Stephen  Rogers  had  built  a  house 
and  shoe-shop  at  the  west  end  of  the  new  high- 
way, on  the  land  of  Col.  Lyon,  and,  perhaps, 
had  also  commenced  his  tanner}-,  under  the 
hill,  west  of  the  house. 

North  of  Mr.  Rogers,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
street,  and  about  opposite  Ira  C.  Allen's  present 
residence,  there  was  a  school-house  as  early  as 
1790..  The  old  church  which  stood  on  the  pub- 
lic ground,  north  of  the  school-house,  and 
which  was  never  encumbered  with  the  luxuri- 
ous innovation  of  brick  and  mortar — called 
"  the  Lord's  barn,"  and  "  Lion's  den" — was  in 
use  in  the  spriug  of  1792,  and  must  have  been 
built  as  early  as  '91. 

Col.  Lyon  had  also  built  the  small  red  store,  f 
which  he  sold  to  Boyle  St  White,  in  January, 
'92,|  on  the  spot  where  Thomas  Hughes  now 
lives.  Besides  this  he  must  have  built  the  pa- 
per-mill, not  far  from  this  time,  and  perhaps,  al- 
so, the  building  east  of  Mr.  Rogers,  nearly  op- 
posite where  Joseph  Adams'  marble  residence 
now  stands,  which  was  used,  soon  after  this 
time,  as  a  store  and  printing-office,  and,  later, 

*  This  house  was  built  by  Lyon  for  tlio  resilience  of 
himself  and  family  previous  to  1795.  Col.  Lyon  sold 
the  house  to  Elial  Gilbert  in  17l>9,  who  sold  to  his 
brother,  Tilly,  in  1502;  he  to  Dr.  Witherell  ;  Dr.  W.  to 
Dr.  Eben.  Kurd  ;  Dr.  EL  to  Rollin  C.  MuIIory  ;  Mr.  M. 
to  Jacob  Davey :  Mr.  D.  to  Dr.  Witherell  again,  and  Dr. 
W.  to  Mrs.  Lucy  Wiimot,  who  sold  to  Seth  Hitchcock, 
of  West  Haven;  Mr.  H.  to  Adams  Dutton,  who  moved 
on  to  the  place  in  the  spring  of  1S44,  ami  resided  there 
till  April,  1851,  working  a  slate  quarry  at  Cedar  Point, 
and  constructing  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of 
fclate  pencils.  He  sold  to  Israel  Davey ;  and  Mr.  Da- 
vey  to  Served  Fish,  in  1858.  Mr.  Fish  built  thereon  the 
present  Vermont  Hotel,  a  three— tory  brick  building, 
which  has  proved  inadequate  to  accommodate  the 
w*nts  of  the  public  for  a  hotel  in  the  town.  Mr.  Fish 
kept  the  house  as  a  hotel  until  March,  1866.  It  has 
from  Mr.  F.  passed  to  David  Offensend,  David  McBride, 
and  in  1S70,  to  Chas.  C.  Knight. 

t  Built  as  early  as  1791. 

t  The  first  sale  of  land  made  by  Lyon  within  tha 
l;mits  of  the  village,  was  fcjie  s«Ie  of  this  Btnro  and  2 
acres  lying  east  of  the  old  highway  to  Robert  White's, 
of  Lansingburgh,  and  Chan*.  Ilolfe,  of  Fair  Haveu. 


as  a  dwelling-house,  and  was  taken  down 
removed  by  Maj.  Tilly  Gilbert,  in  1310. 

Further  than  this  there  does  not  seem  to  hare 
been  any  improvements  where  the  village  now 
is.  Mr.  Safibrd  having  bought  a  place  of  Joha 
If  each  am,  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  In 
April,  1790,  had  removed  thither  from  the  rii- 
lage,  and  there  opened  a  public  house  ca 
spot  now  owned  by  Mr.  Barnes. 

During  the  next  few  succeeding  years,  not- 
withstanding the  small  increase  of  population, 
many  and  great  changes  are  made,  and  F.»lr 
Haven  becomes  what  tradition  has"  reported  it, 
a  place  of  business  equal  in  importance  to  a.v 
north  of  Bennington. 

In  the  village  Lyon  first  sells  Robert  White 
of  Lansingburgh,  N.  Y.,  and  Charles  Boyle  of 
Fair  Haven,  on  the  23d  of  January,  1792.  the 
little  red  store  and  2  acres  of  land.*  He  r.^xr 
sells,  in  May  following,  seven  acres  to  Stephen 
Rogers,  including  the  house  and  snop  which. 
Rogers  had  built. 

In  1793  Lyon  is  said  to  have  comme^?ei  "he 
publication  of  a  newspaper  called  "The  Fann- 
er's Library,"  in  one  part  of  the  paper-mill 
building,  and  to  have  continued  it  three  or  P  ;r 
years,  notwithstanding  the  sparseness  and  pov- 
erty of  the  settlers,  and  the  very  limited  de~  z.i 
for  such  a  publication.  There  were  ^:  lie 
time,  but  three  other  papers  in  the  S:a*e  :  ;..e 
Gazette,  at  Bennington  ;  the  Herald,  at  R  ::1  i 
and  the  Journal,  at  Windsor.  The  paper  cahe-j 
"The  Fair  Haven  Gazette,"  during  a  part  ::'  ;:s 
existence,  was  printed  by  Col.  Lyor.'s  son. 
James  Lyon  and  Ju^lah  P.  Spocner — Ja'-.es 
having  learned  the  printing  business  at  Phila- 
delphia— and  was  issued  by  Lyon,  no  doubt 
a  political  sheet,  he  being  before  the  people  i 
the  district  as  a  candidate  for  Congress,  as  ■"  the 
representative  of  the  commercial,  agricultural 
and  manufacturing  interests,  in  preference  to 
any  of  their  law  characters,"  from  the  a:- is- 
sion  of  the  State  into  the  Union,  in  March, 
1791,  until  his  election  on  the  fourth  trial,  is 
179G. 

This  paper  was  probably  succeeded  by  M  The 
Farmer's  Library,  or  Fair  Haven  telegraph" — 
"  a  Republican  paper,  printed  by  J.  P.  Spooner 
and  W.  Hennessy,  at  Fair  Haven,  Tt. :  '  the 
first  number  of  which  was  i.-sued  July  23,  1793. 
and  copies  of  which  are  now  in  the  wricer'3 

*  The  tir^t  fiala  of  land  male  by  Lron  w itb  a  t^:* 
limits  of  the  village;  in  the  deed,  Col.  L.  r*>-rT;..x  :j 
himself  the  right  of  keeping  pubhc  h^usfi  >.2  his  ^tz 
lauds. 
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hands.  This  paper,  published  by  Mr.  Spooner, 
alone,  after  March,  1796,  was  a  Republican  pa- 
per, and  supported  Col.  Lyon.  It  was  contin- 
ued as  late  as  '93,  and  was  printed  in  the 
building  which  stood  on  the  north  side  of  the 
highway,  nearly  opposite  Joseph  Adams'  dwell- 
ing-house. Persons  are  living  who  remember 
this  printing-office.  Tradition  reports  James 
Lyon  occupid  the  east  part  of  the  building,  and 
Lad  his  book-store  and  post-office  in  the  west 
part  as  early  as  1798. 

The  motto  of  Mr.  Spooner's  paper  :  "  The 
freedom  of  the  people  cannot  be  supported 
without  knowledge  and  industry,"  shows  the 
appreciation  in  which  the  people  then  held 
knowledge  and  industry  in  relation  to  a  free  gov- 
ernment. The  name  of  the  paper  was  again 
changed,  in  November,  '97,  to  "  The  Farmer's 
Library,  or  Vermont  and  New  York  Intelligen- 
cer." There  are  copies  of  both  these  papers 
now  extant.  Besides  this  there  was  published 
by  Mr.  Spooner,  in  1796,  '97  and  '93,  "The 
Vermont  Almanac  and  Register,"  giving  the 
dates  of  the  grants,  and  the  rateable  property 
of  each  town  in  the  State;  also,  "  An  account 
of  the  Masons,  literary  societies,  attornies,  min- 
isters and  religious  assemblies — the  officers  of 
the  militia,  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  the 
names  of  the  civil  officers,  and  times  of  holding 
courts  in  Vermont."  These  Almanacs  and  reg- 
isters were  advertised  as  for  sale  by  the  post- 
riders  and  at  the  office,  for  one  shilling  each. 

There  are  several  interesting  advertisements 
and  facts  in  the  old  papers  printed  in  Fair  Ha- 
ven. In  December,  1795,  Mr.  James  Brown, 
"  late  post-rider  from  Fair  Haven  to  Randolph," 
advertises  that  on  account  of  ill-health  he  is 
obliged  to  discontinue  his  business.  At  the 
same  time  Jeremy  Dwyer,  the  father  of  Mrs. 
Orren  Kelsey,  who  had  come  hither  by  the  per- 
sonal solicitation  of  Col.  Lyon,  in  1793,  and 
resided,  in  1795,  in  the  house  above  the  grist- 
mill, "  proposes  to  ride  from  the  printing-office 
in  Fair  Haven,  to  carry  the  newspapers  through 
Castleton,  by  the  old  fort,  thence  through  Hub- 
bardton,  Sudbury,  Whiting  and  Cornwall  to 
Middlebury  Falls;  thence  to  return  through 
the  westerly  part  of  Cornwall.  Whiting  and 
Sudbury,  and  the  east  part  of  Shorcham,  Or- 
well, Benson  and  West  Haven — every  other 
week  to  reverse  the  route.  Any  person  on 
his  route  wishing  for  papers  from  Bennington, 
Rutland,  Albany  or  Lansingburg,  or  the  Rural 
Magazine  printed  at  Rutland,  shall  have  thorn 
delivered  on  reasonable  term-'."  Orren  Kelsey 
advertises  "  to  carry  the  newspapers  from  the 


printing-office  in  Fair  Haven,  through  V,'<  ~i 
Haven,  Benson,  Orwell,  Shoreham,  Bridport, 
Addison,  Panton  and  Ferrisburgh." 

In  March,  1796,  the  Telegraph  says:  "The 
small  pox  is  very  prevalent  in  the  neigboririg 
towns.  *  *  Travelers  seem  greatly  alarmed 
to  hear  of  people  having  it  on  the  main  road, 
particularly  at  a  tavern  a  little  to  the  south- 
ward of  this  town."  Abner  Fuller  advertises 
that  he  "  has  lately  set  up  the  blacksmith  busi- 
ness, a  few  rods  north  of  the  printing-office,  in 
Fair  Haven." 

Samuel  Stannard,  proprietors'  clerk,  publish- 
es a  notice  of  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  Fair  Haven  and  West  Haven,  to 
meet  at  the  house  of  Charles  Rice,  iunholder, 
in  "West  Haven,  on  the  2d  Monday  of  April. 

Mr.  Hennessy  advertises  in  June,  1796,  that 
he  has  taken  the  slitting-mill ;  and  William  Bu- 
ell  that  "  he  still  carries  on  the  gold  and  silver- 
smith's business,  repairing  watches,  etc.,"  and 
has  on  hand  "  several  silver-mounted  swords, 
which  he  will  sell  cheap." 

In  the  January  paper  of  1798,  James  Lyon, 
postmaster,  publishes  a  list  of  letters  remaining 
in  the  post-office  at  Fair  Haven,  January  1st, 
among  which  are  letters  for  persons  in  Poult- 
ney,  Middletown,  Granville,  Pawlet,  Sudbury 
and  New  Hartford.  The  paper  states  that  an 
extensive  band  of  thieves  who  had  troubled 
the  neighborhood,  had  been  broken  up,  and  the 
culprits  punished— one  of  them  by  whipping — 
the  "  whipping-post"  being  an  institution  at 
that  time,  and  for  many  years  subsequently. 

Nathan  Durkee.  a  bachelor,  whose  name  first 
appears  in  the  grand  list  of '93.  and  who  came 
here  from  Pomfret,  and  died  here  at  the  public 
house,  advertises  in  Jauuary,  '98,  that  ho  "  has 
lately  received,  and  is  now  selling  at  his  store 
in  Fair  Haven,  at  the  corner  opposite  Brown's 
tavern,  a  small  assortment  of  English  and  In- 
dia goods,  for  cash,  country  produce  or  ashes." 

The  following  shows  the  political  spirit  of 
the  Fair  Haven  newspaper : 

"  Much  has  been  said  against  the  French 
Council  of  Ancients  ordering  a  Quaker  to  be 
turned  out  of  their  House,  for  obstinately  per- 
sisting in  keeping  on  his  hat,  contrary  to  the 
rules  of  the  House.  The  high-flying  Federal- 
ists in  this  country  reprobate  their  conduct, 
and  call  it  persecution,  and  yet  would  oblige 
citizen  Lyon,  one  of  the  Members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  bp  dragged  in  procession 
b'-^-ro  the  President,  although  he  has  repeated- 
ly declared,  that  it  was  against  his  conscience 
ami  opinion  to  join  in  that  ceremonial.'' 

A  March  number  of  the  paper  contains  an 
address  of  Col.  Lyon  to  his  constituents. 
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There  were  a  number  of  other  publications, 
and  several  books,  some  of  which  are  still  in 
existence,  which  were  printed  in  the  town  dur- 
ing this  period — among  these,  "  The  Life  of 
Franklin/'  a  small  volume,  and  a  French  story 
or  novel,  entitled  "  Alphonso  and  DalinJa." 

TVe  have  seen  "  A  Brief  and  Scriptural  De- 
fence of  Believers'  Baptism  by  Immersion,  by 
Sylvanus  Haynes.  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church 
of  Christ  in  Middletown,  Vt."  which  was  print- 
ed here  by  Mr.  Spooner. 

There  is  still  preserved  the  first  two  numbers 
of  a  semi-monthly  duodecimo  magazine,  "  The 
Scourge  of  Aristocracy  and  Repository  of  Im- 
portant Political  Truths,"  which  was  commenc- 
ed here  Oct.  1,  179S.  when  Col.  Lyon  was 
running  for  Congress,  and  the  "  Rutland  Her- 
ald," under  Dr.  Samuel  Williams?,  refused  to 
publish  communications  in  his  favor.  It  was 
edited  and  published  by  James  Lyon,  but  con- 
tained several  articles  from  his  father.  The 
subscription  price  was  $3.00,  and  it  was  contin- 
\ted  but  one  year.  The  second  number  con- 
tains Col.  Lyon's  celebrated  letter  to  Gen.  Ste- 
vens T.  Mason,  Senator  from  Virginia,  written 
*  by  him  Oct.  14,  1793,  while  a  prisoner  in  jail 
at  Yergennes ;  and,  judging  from  the  tone  of 
the  several  articles,  whether  original  or  select- 
ed, which  appear  in  the  first  two  numbers,  it 
is  evident  that  the  name  of  Scourge  was  well 


led  to  much  difficulty  and  trouble  while  Lyoa 
remained  in  town,  and,  indeed,  long  afterward. 
Lyon  called  Hamilton  to  answer,  in  the  Novem- 
ber term  of  the  county  court,  1793,  to  the 
chargo  that  he,  "  Lyon,  the  plaintiff,  was  chos- 
en selectman  at  Fair  Haven,  March,  1791,  and 
sought  to  discharge  his  duties  as  a  person  of 
good  repute  and  credit,  free  of  deceit,  fraud  or 
falsity" — yet  the  defendant,  "  maliciously  in- 
tending to  hurt  and  injure  his  good  name  and 
reputation,  and  to  cause  him  to  be  esteemed 
and  reported  as  a  person  perjured  and  fore- 
sworn, and  who  had  acted  corruptly  in  his  of- 
fice," did,  June  17,  1793,  at  Rutland,  in  the 
"Farmer's  Library,"  Vol.  1,  Xo.  12,  "  falsely 
and  maliciously  devise,  speak,  tell,  print  and 
publish  divers  false,  scandalous  and  horrible  lies 
of  and  concerning  said  plaintiff." 

The  substance  of  the  falsehood  was,  that 
Hamilton,  who  was  constable  of  Fair  Haven, 
and  presided  at  the  freemen's  meeting  in  Sept., 
1791,  "complained  and  charged  Lyou  with  be- 
ing very  officious  at  that  meeting  in  procuring 
votes  for  himself,  for  member  of  Coneress,  even 
from  New  York;  causing  persons  to  be  admit- 
ted to  the  freemen's  oath  who  had  not  been  in 
the  State  a  week  ;  that  Lyon  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  a  military  camp,  in 
the  Stale  of  New  York,  who  had  his  men  em- 
bodied on  that  day,  soliciting  him  to  dismiss 


chosen.    It  is  enough  to  say  here,  that  intense  j  his  company,  that  they  might  come  to  Fair  Ha- 


and  bitter  opposition  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  party,  the  standing  army,  the  stamp 
act,  and  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  is  its  pre- 
vailing burden. 

In  January,  1794,  Lyon  sells  to  "William 
Hennessy  the  two  fires  in  his  forge,  together 
with  a  hammer  and  anvil  and  coal-house.  Hen- 
nessy was  a  warm  political  friend  of  Col.  Lyon, 
and  appears  to  have  been  in  the  town  before 
this  time,  being  assessed  in  the  list  of  '93  at 


ven  and  vote;  that  Lyon  made  use  of  threats, 
etc.,  to  terrify  him  [Hamilton]  to  purjure  him- 
self by  aiding  him  in  his  wicked  designs"  — 
making  out  false  returns,  etc. 

Lyon  charges  that  these  accusations  injured 
him  in  his  reputation,  so  that  some  of  his 
neigbors  refused  to  have  any  common  acquaint- 
ance or  discourse  with  him.  and  demands  to 
recover  of  Hamilton  the  sum  of  £2,u0i>,  lawful 
money.    The  court  awarded  him  20s  damages 


£6.  Sept.  25,  '93,  while  under  the  influence  ,  and  costs.  As  an  offset  to  this  Hamilton  brinsrs 
of  strong  drink,  and  engaged  in  an  angry  po-  i  a  suit  of  replevin  against  Lyon  and  Charles 
litical  discussion  at  Castleton,  with  Joel  Plamil-  j  Rice,  the  constable,  in  the  March  term  of  court, 
ton,  hi3  fellow-townsman — Hamilton  having  \  1795,  for  the  recovery  of  his  horse  and  mare, 
about  this  time  gone  over  to  the  federal  party  i  taken  from  him  Oct.  4,  '93.  and  unlawfully  de- 
— Hennessy  assaulted  Hamilton  and  put  him  tained,  laying  his  damages  at  £100.  The 
out  of  doors,  endangering  his  life,  for  which  i  court  awarded  him  2s  damage,  and  cost  of  £6 
Hamilton  claims  damages  of  Hennessy  in  the  !  14s  and  6d. 


March  term  of  the  county  court  of  the  year  | 
1791,  to  the  amount  of  £150;  nennessy  re-' 
plying  that  Hamilton  had  first  assailed  him. —  j 
The  court  awarded  Hamilton  £1  and  4s. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  standing  irrec- 
oncilable political  quarrel  between  Mr.  f  la  mil-  j 


Among  the  results  of  the  violent  political 
strife  of  this  period,  not'  only  these  lawsuits, 
but  others,  of  which  we  have  no  records,  gr  p 
up  from  arts  of  aggression  committed  against 
persons  and  property. 

Mr.  Hamilton's  orchard  \v:is  entered,  and  bis 


ton  and  the  Republicans  of  that  time,  which  fruit-trees  maliciously  girdled,  from  motives  of 
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political  spite,  about  the  year  1800.  It  was  gen- 
erally understood  to  have  been  done  by  a  party 
of  young  men.  or  boy?,  chief  among  whom  was 
a  son  of  Charles  McArthur.  who  fled  to  the 
South  or  West,  while  a  number  of  others  who 
were  supposed  to  have  been  implicated,  were 
arrested,  fined  and  imprisoned.  These  weie 
Erastus  Goodrich,  Davis  Oiney  and  Joseph  Da- 
vidson. Goodrich  was  an  apprentice  to  Gen. 
Jonathan  Onus;  and  Gen.  Onus,  while  believ- 
ing him  innocent,  hired  money  of  Dr.  Shaw  of 
Castleton,  and  paid  the  three  fines  of  $100 
each,  to  get  the  young  man  out  of  prison. —  j 
This  affair  was  a  memorable  one  among  the  i 
people  of  that  time. 

"While  Lyon  was  exceedingly  popular  among  J 
his  own  party  and  personal  friends,  doing  much 
to  court  their  favor,  and  frequently  throwing  1 
open  his  house  for  hospitable  entertainment  of  j 
his  workmen  and  party  friends,  he  was  yet  aj 
rough,  wilful  man,  and  had  many  strong  ene- 
mies.   When,  therefore,  in  the  summer  of  '98, 
he  made  himself  liable  to  prosecution  under  the 
famous  "sedition  law"  of  that  year,  there  were  j 
not  a  few  ready  and  willing  to  see  the  law  exe- 
cuted upon  him.    He  was  accordingly  indicted 
for  sedition  on  account  of  words  he  had  writ- 
ten and  published  in  the  "  Vermont  Journal ;'' 
and  being  brought  to  trial  before  a  court  com- 
posed of  Federal  judges,  in  October  of  this 
year,  he  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  pay  a 
fine  of  $1,000  and  costs.    Being  committed  to 
jail  at  Vergennes,  during  the  winter,  he  was 
treated  with  much  rigor,  and  his  friends  in 
Fair  Haven  were  obliged  to  send  him  a  stove 
to  keep  him  warm. 

About  the  time  of  Lyon's  trial  at  Rutland,  a 
political  opponent,  John  Cook  of  Poultney  was 
app  .inted  by  the  Legislature  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  in  opposition,  it  was  said,  to  the  almost 
unanimous  voice  of  the  town.  Impelled  by 
the  excitement  of  the  times,  and  instigated, 
also,  it  was  said,  by  Mrs.  Lyon,  who  furnished 
powder  for  the  operation,  a  number  of  the 
young  men  of  Fair  Haven,  who  were  friends 
of  Lyon  and  enemies  of  Cook,  undertook,  in 
the  night-time,  to  undermine  and  blow  up 
Cook's  office  at  Poultney;  but  he  getting  in- 
telligence of  the  plot,  was  able  to  frustrato  it. 
Some  of  the  young  men,  however,  who  were 
engaged  in  it — among  them  Jeremy  Dwyer,  jr.. 
— were  obliged  to  floo  the  Stato  for  their  lib- 
erty. 

Lyon  being  re-elected  to  Congress  while  in 
prison  was  enabled,  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  confinement,  on  the  morning  of  Feb. 


9,  1799,  to  proclaim  himself,  immediately  on 
his  exit,  on  his  way  to  Congress,  and  thus  pro- 
tect himself  from  re-arrest,  which  had  been 
contemplated  by  his  enemies.  His  journey  to 
Philadelphia  was  a  triumphal  proc<  saion 
through  the  several  towns  of  the  State,  he  be- 
ing transported  in  a  carriage  drawn  by  four 
horses,  with  the  American  flag  flying  at  the 
head  of  the  procession. 

Mr.  Hennessy  buying  of  Col.  Lyon,  in  Mar, 
179-i,  12  rods  square  on  the  corner  north  of  the 
tavern-house,  6  rods  from  it,  built  a  large  dou- 
ble house,  or  store,  which  formed  the  main 
building  at  a  later  day  remodeled  into  a  public 
tavern  by  Royal  Dennis. 

Mr.  Hennessy  seems  to  have  been  a  man  of 
much  business,  but  not  very  successful.  Be- 
sides the  forge  fires  which  he  bought  of  Col. 
Lyon  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  the 
store  which  he  had  built,  in  July,  '95,  he  asso- 
ciates himself  with  Mr.  Spooner  in  the  publica- 
tion of  the  "  Fair  Haven  Telegraph."  This 
he  gives  up  the  next  spring,  and  leases  CoL 
Lyon's  slitting-mill — selling  his  store,  also,  in 
July,  '96,  to  George  Cadwell,  Lyons  son-in- 
law  of  Hampton,  X.  T.,  who  sold,  in  August, 
'97.  to  Isaac  Culler  and  S'even  Rogers,  who 
sold,  in  March,  '98,  to  John  Taylor,  of  N.  T. ; 
by  whom  it  was  owned  until  1804,  and  then 
sold  to  John  Meacham. 

In  1798,  b:  th  Mr.  Hennessy's  tan  and  nail- 
er's shop,  with  his  forge  fires,  were  taken  under 
an  attachment. 

In  June,  1795.  Col.  Lyon  having  previously 
built  his  dwelling-house  on  the  place  where  the 
Vermont  Hotel  now  stands,  sells  to  David 
Mack  of  Middlefield,  Mass.,  his  tavern-honse 
on  the  corner  and  10  acres  of  land — the  house 
being  at  the  time  leased  and  occupied  by  Na- 
thaniel Dickinson.  It  was  sold  by  Mack,  who 
never  occupied  it  himself,  to  Dr.  Simeon  Smith, 
March  7,  '98,  and  by  him  to  Isaac  Cutler,  in 
1S03. 

In  July  Col.  Lyon  sells  to  Asa  Smith  and 
Ileman  Huffman  his  grist  and  saw-mill,  and 
provides  "  that  the  saw-mill  shall  never  at  any 
time  draw  the  water  away  from  nor  injure  the 
paper-mill  standing,  or  that  may  stand  opposite 
to  said  mill.  Nor  shall  the  grist-mill  take  the 
water  from  the  paper-mill  to  injure  it  in  its  mo- 
tion any  time  from  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  to 
twelve  o'clock  at  night."  There  is  to  be  allow- 
ed no  waste  of  water  by  leaky  gates  and  flumes 
on  either  side.  The  ground  in  front  of  the  miiis 
is  to  bo  reserved  as  common  ground  for  a  mill- 
yard. 
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In  August,  1796,  having  re-purchased  the 
mills.  Col.  Lyon  again  sells  on6  equal  half  of 
the  two  mills  to  Solomon  Cleveland,  of  Hamp- 
ton, X.  Y. — Cleveland  moving  into  town  and 
re-building  the  mil!3,  with  Jonathan  Orms  for 
his  millwright.  Cleveland,  in  April,  '93,  sells 
his  equal  share  to  Pliny  Adams  of  Hampton. 

Col.  Lyon  sells  one-half  the  saw-mill,  after  3 
years,  in  '99,  to  Eliel  Gilbert,  of  Greenfield, 
Mass, — a  brother  of  Maj.  Tilly  Gilbert— and  1 
acre  of  land,  including  the  house  in  which 
Clement  Blakesley  then  resided,  which  had 
been  occupied  by  Silas  Safford,  Esq.,  at  an  ear- 
lier day. 

Mr.  Adams  about  this  time  sold  his  share  of 
the  mills  to  Stephen  Rogers.  Rogers  sells  his 
half  of  the  saw- mill  to  Tilly  Gilbert,  in  Septem- 
ber ;  and  Lyon  closes  off  the  remaining  share 
of  the  grist-mill  to  Xathaniel  Dickinson. 

August.  1797,  Lyon  leases  to  Moses  Scott 
of  Waterford,  X.  Y.,  and  James  Lyon  of  Fair 
Haven,  for  9  years,  the  saw-mill  "  now  build- 
ing" on  the  Upper  Falls,  over  the  iron-works, 
and  all  the  pine  timber  on  his  land  on  the 
S.  E.'iy  side  of  Castleton  river,  and  X.  E.  from 
the  new  bridge  over  his  upper  fails,  with  9  years 
to  cut  it  in. 

James  Lyon,  besides  acting  as  a  printer  of 
his  father's  paper,  is  said  to  have  been  at  one 
time  superintendent  of  the  paper-mill ;  and 
again  to  have  tried  his  hand  at  selling  his  fa- 
ther's iron — a  work  in  wdiich  he  was  mainly 
successful  in  getting  rid  of  a  good  sleigh-load 
of  the  iron,  together  with  a  valuable  span  of 
herses,  without  bringing  home  with  him  any 
appreciable  equivalent.  He  is  said  to  have 
married  a  worthy  and  beautiful  young  lady  in 
"Waterford,  X.  Y.,  and  to  have  resided  at  one 
time  in  the  east  part  of  the  Boyle  &  White 
house,  occupying  the  front  for  a  printing-office, 
and  having  with  him  as  apprentices  two  young 
men — Jacob  Hoffman  and  Edward  Ritchie.  It 
is  said,  also,  that  the  house  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  where  Cyrus  C.  Whipple  resides,  was  used 
for  a  printing-office.  In  which  of  the  offices 
the  "  Scourge  of  Aristocracy"  was  published 
it  is  impossible  to  tell. 

James  Lyon  built  the  house  which  stood 
where  John  D.  Goodwin  now  resides,  previous 
to  '93,  and  was  postmaster  here  in  January  of 
that  year.  He  commenced  the  publication  of 
the  Scourge  in  October,  '98,  continuing  it  ono 
year.  In  Xovcmber  he  acted  as  clerk  or  agent 
for  his  father  in  a  lottery  scheme,  and  had  a 
book  store  in  town — perhaps  at  the  Boylo  <fc 
White  ataud.     His  father  had  purchased  at 


Rutland,  of  John  Wood  of  Kingsbury,  X.  Y., 
formerly  of  Pittsford,  Vt.,  the  grant  or  charter 
for  a  lottery,  paying  $500  for  the  same.  The 
scheme  comprised  one  prize  of  $1,000,  "  to  bo 
paid  in  a  house  and  farm  of  good  land  and  con- 
veniences, on  tho  main  road  in  Fair  Haven; 
one  of  $1,500,  to  be  paid  in  a  farm  in  West 
Haven,  containing  500  acres,  about  five  miles 
from  Whitehall,  on  East  Bay ;  and  fifty  ton 
dollar  and  six  dollar  prizes,  to  be  paid  one-half 
in  cash  and  one-half  in  books,  at  cash  prices, 
at  the  book-store  in  Fair  Haven,"  where  the 
lottery  is  to  be  drawn,  and  where  James  Lyon 
is  said  to  keep  a  complete  assortment,  and 
choice  of  books  will  be  given.  James  Lyon 
countersigns  the  tickets  as  clerk. 

From  the  lottery  business  Col.  Lyon  is  said 
to  have  obtained  the  means  to  pay  his  fine  and 
costs,  after  his  liberation  from  prison,  and  to 
have  realized  a  surplus  of  $3,000.  However 
this  may  be,  it  appears  that  at  the  expiration 
of  his  second  term  in  Congress,  in  the  year 
1800,  his  business  in  Yermont,  as  well  as  his 
personal  and  political  relations,  were  such  that 
he  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  return  hither  to 
reside ;  but,  turning  his  feet  westward,  estab- 
lished himself  near  the  Cumberland  river,  in 
Kentucky,  at  what  is  now  Eddyville,  Lyon 
county.  i 

As  he  had  done  in  Fair  naven,  so  here  in 
his  new  home  he  engaged  with  his  wonted  en- 
ergy in  politics  and  business — taking  out  his 
family,  transporting  type  and  machinery  on 
horse-back  over  the  Alleghany  mountains,  with 
which  to  eatablish  the  first  printing-office  in 
Kentucky — persuading  others  to  immigrate  to 
his  new  abode,  and  using  every  means  to 
build  up  his  place.  In  1S02  he  was  elected  to 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  and  in  1303  or 
'0-4  to  Congress,  where  he  remained  by  re-elec- 
tion till  1810. 

In  writing  from  Washington  to  judge  With 
erell  in  January,  1805,  he  makes  earnest  inqui- 
ry as  to  what  had  become  of  Stephen  Rogers, 
and  if  he  could  not  obtain  him  to  come  to  Ed- 
dyville, both  for  Rogers'  sake  and  his  own,  a3 
he  had  100  hides  of  leather,  taken  off  his  own 
cattle  the  previous  summer,  and  tanned  by  a 
negro  man,  whom  ho  owned;  but  ho  would 
prefer  Rogers'  tanning  and  shocm»king,  as 
Rogers  formerly  worked  for  him.  He  wanta 
Rogers,  he  says,  to  riso  again  in  life,  and  en- 
closed money  to  get  him  to  the  Monongahela 
river  in  March.  He  shall  not  remain,  he  says,  to 
the  close  of  Congress,  as  he  has  more  gunboats 
to  build,  and  shall  have  to  erect  a  forgo  to 
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make  the  iron  for  them  in  the  summer.  Ho 
wants  a  bloomer  and  refiner  who  will  teach  the 
negroes. 

Gen.  Whitehouse,  he  says,  is  doing  well,  and 
wants  his  wife,  "  Patty,"  to  come  to  Eddy vi lie  ; 
and  he  gives  money  and  directions  for  her  to  re- 
move. 

He  inquires  about  Ithamer  Hosford,  Mrs. 
Beddow's  son,  if  he  is  worth  encouraging  to 
come  to  the  West.  He  says  James  Lyon  is 
engaged  in  ship-building  on  his  own  account, 
and  this  business  has  made  money  circulate, 
and  attracted  many  traders  to  the  place.  He 
wants  more  ship-carpenters  ai;d  joiners — in- 
quires about  his  friend  Cutler — if  he  has  not 
got  what  is  to  be  had  of  Dr.  Smith's  relics, 
with  which  he  could  come  to  Kentucky  ?  says 
he  would  do  any  thing  in  his  power  for  him, 
and  "  could  fix  him  in  a  store  or  tavern." 

Alluding  to  his  lottery  business,  he  says  he 
has  sent  money  to  Boston  to  buy  up  those  tick- 
ets James  sold  there,  and  there  are  tickets  yet 
at  Baltimore — "  has  not  had  time  to  look  over 
the  last  year's  packet,  and  dreads  to  do  it — 
wishes  he  could  have  a  more  pleasant  account 
of  the  business,"  etc. 

In  another  letter  of  a  prior  date,  he  says  it 
would  not  be  convenient  for  him  to  come  to 
Vermont  this  year,  but  "  I  wish  you,  seriously, 
to  acquaint  yourself  with  the  situation  of  the 
lottery  business  ;  see  how  many  tickets  friend 
Cutler  has  taken  up — how  many  there  are  in 
the  hands  of  others,  who  claim  payment  or  are 
uneasy.  Hyde  will  make  a  noise  for  nothing. 
I  want  much  to  get  this  business  settled  in  a 
way  that  cannot  be  said  to  be  injurious  to  my 
reputation  ;  and  not  being  able,  as  I  contem- 
plated, to  go  and  finish  the  drawing  of  the  lot- 
tery makes  me  reflect  again  whether  it  is  not 
best  to  buy  in  the  two  dollar  prizes,  and  the 
two  and  three  dollar  tickets  that  are  out,  for 
value  received.  Make  no  noise  about  this ; 
consult  friend  Cutler  about  it,  and  write  me 
what  has  become  of  my  books  at  Rutland ;  he 
had  charge  of  them."  James  Lyon,  he  says, 
is  worth  a  good  deal  of  money,  by  good  luck 
and  good  management. 

In  October,  1798,  Col.  Lyon,  "  for  the  consid- 
ation  of  the  friendship  he  bore  the  town  of  Fair 
Haven,"  Reeded  to  the  town  five  pieces  of  land, 
"  the  first  being  an  acre  for  a  burying-ground,  j 
to  be  laid  out  within  one  year,  including  the 
graves  already  made,  on  the  spot  S.  W.'ly  from  I 
the  meeting-house,"  and  "  four  six  rods  square 
pieces  on  the  four  nearest  corners  of  my  land 
to  the  meeting-house,  and  containing  9G  rods, 


so  as  to  make  the  Green  18  rods  square,  in- 
eluding  the  highway." 

The  18  rods  square  Common  covered  tl 
land  on  which  the  old  meeting-house — how 
Dan  Orm's  dwelling-house — then  stood,  and  ih  j 
ground  now  occupied  by  the  school  and  town- 
house,  and  that  on  which  the  Methodist  church 
stands. 

August,  1799,  Lyon  sold  to  Eliel  Gilbert  of 
Brookfield,  Mass.,  "  all  that  part  of  a  lot  of 
land  which  I  live  on,"  the  2d  division  of  Na- 
than Allen's  right,  except  what  has  been  men- 
tioned before  ;  also,  the  land  which  is  now  the 
public  Park;  and,  the  same  year,  to  Josiah 
Norton  of  Castleton,  his  paper-mill  and  32  acres 
of  land  on  the  1st  and  2d  divisions  of  his  own 
right :  and  he  also  sold,  while  in  Philadelphia, 
in  March,  1800,  to  Edward  Douse  of  Dedham, 
Ma«s,  his  slittin<r-mill  and  iron-works,  and  an 
extensive  tract  of  land  lying  south  and  east  of 
the  river :  and,  in  November,  closed  off  to  Mr. 
Norton  what  remained  to  him  in  the  town,  in- 
cluding the  saw-mill  on  the  Upper  Falls,  at  the 
expiration  of  Scott  &  Lyon's  lease. 

Mr.  Norton  took  up  his  residence  in  1800,  in 
the  house  built  by  James  Lyon,  east  of  the 
church,  where  he  succeeded  Lyon  as  the  post- 
master, and  also  kept  a  small  stock  of  goods  for 
sale.  He  was  town  clerk  in  1S01,  re  electod 
in  '02  and  '03,  but  died  suddenly  of  apoplexy, 
or  disease  of  the  heart,  in  March,  '03.  He  was 
a  man  much  respected. 

Tilly  Gilbert,  who  returned  to  the  town  in 
1799,  first  moved  into  and  occupied  the  hou=e 
of  Boyle  &  White,  opening  a  store  of  goods  in 
the  west  end.  Upon  Col.  Lyon's  removal 
from  town  he  took  up  his  residence  iu  the  house 
vacated  by  Col.  Lyon's  family,  where  the  Ver- 
mont Hotel  now  stands — the  place  being  then 
owned  by  his  brother,  Eliel  Gilbert.  Major 
Gilbert  succeeded  Mr.  Norton  as  town  clerk 
and  in  the  post-office,  which  he  kept  in  the  old 
store  for  about  a  year — being  followed  by  An- 
drew McFarland.  who  kept  a  store  in  the  same 
place  in  ISOo — Maj.  Gilbert  about  that  time 
erecting  a  store  for  himself,  near  the  place 
where  John  G.  Pitkin  now  resides. 

Thus,  within  the  villago  around  the  mills,  at 
tho  close  of  the  century,  the  property  which 
was  all  owned  by  Col.  Lyon  in  1 790-9 1 ,  had 
all  changed  hands  :  the  iron  works  were  owned 
by  Edward  Douse  of  Dedham,  Mass..  except 
the  two  south  tires  in  the  forge,  which  belong 
to  William  Lee  of  Poultney.  Josiah  Norton 
owned  tho  pnper-mill  and  lands  south  and  west 
of  it — the  saw-mill  on  the  Upper  Falls,  and  the 
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house  and  land  east  of  the  church  and  west  of 
the  Castleton  road.  Tilly  Gilbert  owned  the 
lo'.ver  saw-mill  in  company  with  his  brother 
EJiel  of  Brookfield,  Mass.,  who  had  a  deed  of 
all  Hie  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  village,  ex- 
cept Boyle  &  White's  store  and  2  acres.  Steph- 
en Rodgers  and  Nathaniel  Dickinson  owned 
the  grist-mill,  and  Rodders  had  a  place  on  the 
west  side  of  the  village.  Dr.  Smith  of  West 
Haven  owned  the  tavern-house  and  land,  and 
John  Taylor  of  New  Tork  the  Ilennessy  store 
north  of  the  tavern. 

Paul  Guilford,  sen.,  came  from  Conway,  Mass., 
in  the  fall  of  '98,  and  bought  the  place  owned 
by  John  Brown,  north  of  the  village,  near  Mr. 
"Whipple's.  He  was  advanced  in  life,  and  died 
suddenly  of  heart  disease,  in  the  corn-field, 
June  20,  1811. 

Joseph  Sheldon  of  Dorset  purchased  in  Jan- 
uary, '99,  the  right  of  Jonas  Galusha,  of  his  son 
Joseph — the  father  of  our  present  townsmen, 
Joseph.  Harmon  and  John  P. — came  hither  in 
the  year  '98,  taking  up  his  abode  on  the  land 
which  he  purchased,  in  part,  of  his  father,  in 
May,  1804,  and  partly  of  his  father's  heirs,  in 
December,  1S06.  Having  married  Diadama 
Preston  of  Poultney,  in  the  year  1S0O,  he  first 
settled  in  a  log-house — afterward  building  him 
a  frame-house  on  the  place  which  he  occupied 
so  many  years,  and  where  his  sou  Harmon  has 
recently  erected  a  new  residence. 

Ethiel  Perkins  of  Derby,  Ct.,  December,  '95, 
bought  of  Levi  Trobridge  the  2d  division  of 
Oliver  Sanford's  right;  in  '98,  of  Moses  Shel- 
don of  Rupert,  the  2d  and  3d  div'ns  of  Jacob 
Roback's  right;  and,  in  March,  '99,  of  Beriah 
Rogers,  the  place  on  which  Mr.  Procter  died, 
and  where  he  made  his  home  for  some  years — 
selling  the  place,  in  1806,  to  his  son,  Roger 
Perkins.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  that  he  was  in  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  married  Esther  Fox. 
He  is  said  to  have  been  deranged  after  he  came 
to  Fair  Haven.    He  died  here  in  1826. 

In  October,  1794,  Curtis  Kelsey,  sen.,  peti- 
tioned the  Legislature,  then  in  session  at  Rut- 
land, "to  establish  a  school  district  in  Col.  Ly- 
on's vicinity,  and  relieve  him — he  being  nearly 
the  only  fanner  in  the  district,  and  having  a 
large  list — while  Lyon's  hands  have  no  list,  but 
many  children,  and  Lyon,  by  his  influence  over 
the  listers,  has  prevented  any  assessment  of  his  J 
Torero,  saw,  grist,  and  slittlng-mills.  *  *  Nei- 
ther," he  says,  "  have  the  merchants  been  as- 
sessed who  have  stores  of  Lyon.'' 

Oct.  2,  1799,  Michael  Merritt,  Philip  Priost, 


Charles  McArthur,  Isaac  Cutler,  John  Brown, 
Nathaniel  Dickinson,  Jonathan  0rm3,  Timothy 
Goodrich  and  Ethan  Whipple  petition  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State,  convened  at  Wind- 
sor, to  be  incorporated  into  a  body  politic,  by 
the  name  of  Fair  Haven  Library  Society.  The 
charter  was  granted  Oct.  23,  '99.  Whether 
any  action  was  ever  taken  under  this  charter 
we  are  not  informed. 

THE  IRON  WORKS. 

Lyon  built  the  dam  on  the  Upper  Falls  to 
bring  water  to  his  iron-works  in  July,  1785. 
He  must  have  built  the  works  during  the  sea- 
son, bringing  his  machinery  on  wagons  from 
Massachusetts.  In  October  he  petitioned  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State,  which  was  then 
an  independent  sovereignty,  to  lay  a  duty  of 
2d  per  pound  on  nails  coming  into  the  State,  to 
enable  him  to  build  his  works  and  supply  the 
State. 

The  business  was  carried  on  here  by  Col.  Ly- 
on under  various  superintendents — Gen.  David 
Erwin  being  remembered  as,  for  a  number  of 
years  the  managing  foreman  or  boss — until  Ly- 
on's removal  to  Kentucky  in  1800.  The  busi- 
ness appears  to  have  been  partly  the  manufac- 
ture of  axes,  hoes  and  various  agricultural  im- 
plements, but  mainly  the  making  of  iron  from 
the  ore  imported  from  abroad  into  nail-rods, 
the  rods  being  manufactured  into  nails  by  hand. 
It  was  not  until  several  years  later- that  ma- 
chinery was  invented  to  cut  the  nails  directly 
from  the  rolled  plates. 

Col.  Lyon  is  reported  to  have  kept  a  lar^e 
number  of  men  in  employment  about  his  works. 
In  January,  '94,  he  sold  to  William  Ilennessy 
the  two  south  fires  in  his  forge,  a  hammer,  anvil 
and  coal-house  ;  and,  having  decided  to  leave 
Vermont,  while  at  Philadelphia  in  March,  1800, 
he  sold  the  remainder  of  his  works  to  Edward 
Douse  of  Massachusetts. 

The  Biitting-mill  was  leased  by  John  Brown, 
attorney  for  Mr.  Douse,  to  David  Erwin,  for  2 
years — Erwin  to  pay  for  the  use  of  the  same 
in  iron  rods  as  fast  as  manufactured;  but  Er- 
win does  not  appear  to  have  retained  it.  and 
Mr.  Douse  leased  the  works  to  Dan  Smith  of 
West  Haven-,  in  July,  1801.  Mr.  Smith  started 
the  works,  and  finally  purchased  them  of  Douse 
in  July,  1S03.  In  October,  '07,  Jacob  Davy, 
who  ha  l  come  into  town  in  the  spring  of  1  b<  K 
and  taken  charge  of  tho  works  for  Mr.  Smith, 
purchased  them  of  him. 

The  works  were  burned  down  in  November, 
1815,  and  re-built  by  Mr.  Davey.    In  May,  '29 
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Mr.  Davey  sold  one-half  interest  in  the  works 
to  Edmund  Kingsland,  Jonathan  Capon  and 
Jacob  D.  Kingsland,  and  they  took  charge  of 
the  business,  making  $500,  each,  in  the  first 
six  months,  and  losing,  what  they  had  made  in 
the  second  six  months.  Mr.  Capen  and  Jacob 
Kingsland  sold  to  Edmund  Kingsland  in  the 
spring  of  '31.  Mr.  Capen  hired  the  works  one 
year,  in  '32,  and  made  $1,000  in  running  them. 
Mr.  Kingsland  sold  to  Mr.  Davey,  and  Mr.  Da- 
vey offered  them  for  sale  for  $3,000. 

In  1838,  Alonson  Allen  leased  the  works  for 
5  years;  and  ran  them  till  they  were  burned 
down  a  second  time,  in  March,  '43.  Mr.  Davey, 
with  his  customary  energy,  re-built  them  the 
same  season,  and  leased  them  to  his  son-in-law, 
Artemas  S.  Cushman,  and  his  son,  Israel  Davey, 
then  of  Castleton. 

Mr.  Davey  died  in  October,  1343,  and  in  No- 
vember, '45,  the  works  were  sold  at  auction  to 
Arteruas  S.  Cushman;  Israel  Davey,  adminis- 
trator, deeding  to  him,  June  26,  '46.  and  Mr. 
Cushman  conveyed  back  to  Israel  Davey  an  un- 
divided three-fifths  interest  in  the  same.  Mr. 
Davey  bought  out  Mr.  Cushman,  Jan.  26,  '53. 
In  August,  '59,  he  deeded  one  half  interest  to 
Benjamin  S.  Nichols  of  Whitehall,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
Nichols  deeded  back  to  Mr.  Davey,  in  August, 
'65,  and  Mr.  Davey  died  in  August,  '69,  sole 
proprietor  of  the  works,  which  have  been  kept 
in  operation  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate  by  Rti' 
fus  C.  Colburn. 

THE  PAPER-MILL 

"Was  started  by  Col.  Lyon  about  IT 90  or  '91 
His  sou  James  is  reported  to  have  had  charge 
of  it  at  one  time,  and  they  must  have  made 
the  paper  generally  used,  both  for  writing  and 
printing  purposes,  in  the  town  and  most  of  the 
country  about.  We  have  no  information  as  to 
the  men  who  were  employed  iu  the  mill  while 
it  was  owned  by  Col.  Lyon,  but  we  have  spec- 
imens of  the  paper,  both  in  blank  books  and 
printed  sheets,  which  was  manufactured  during 
the  period.  Some  of  this  is  very  coarse  and 
muddy,  and  indicates  the  imperfection  of  the 
hand  process,  or  art  of  maufacture  then  prac- 
ticed. 

The  mill  was  sold  by  Col.  Lyon  to  Josiah 
Norion,  Esq..  of  Castleton,  in  September,  1799. 
At  Mr.  Norton's  decease  in  1803,  it  was  set  to 
his  oldest  son,  Salmon  Norton ;  and  by  him  it 
■was  sold  to  his  brother-in-law,  Alexander  Dun 
ehue  of  Castleton,  in  1804,  by  whom  it  was 
rented,  in  '05,  to  John  Herring,  Moses  Colton 
and  Joel  Beaman — and  they,  after  running  one 
year,  divided  their  stock  of  paper  on  hand,  Her- 


ring and  Colton  taking  their  shares  south  to 
Troy  and  New  York,  and  Beaman  selling  h'13 
in  MontreaL 

The  mill  being  burned  in  March.  1806,  Mr. 
Dunehue  sold  the  site  to  Herring,  Colton  &  Ben- 
man,  and  they  re-bnilt  the  mill.  Herring  and 
Colton  bought  out  Beaman  in  April,  '11,  and 
Herring  sells  to  Colton,  March,  '13.  Coltoa 
sold  one  half  the  mill,  in  April,  to  George  War-  * 
ren.  The  mill  was  thus  in  the  hands  of  Messrs. 
Colton  &  Warren  from  April,  '13.  In  January, 
'19,  they  took  David  C.  Sproat  iato  partner.-lnp, 
and  conducted  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Colton,  Warren  &  Sproat  for  several  years,  en- 
gaging also  iu  distilling  whisky  and  selling 
merchandise. 

Warren  &  Sproat  failing  in  1827,  an  assign- 
ment of  the  mill  and  other  property  was  made 
by  Sproat,  on  the  5th  of  July  (Warren  having 
left  town  in  the  early  morning  of  that  day)  to 
John  P.  Colburn,  Jacob  Davey,  Barnabas  Ellis 
and  Harris  W.  Bates.  The  mill  was  run  that 
season  by  H.  W  Bates  &  Co.  It  was  deeded 
in  May,  '28,  by  Warren,  who  was  then  in  Al- 
bany, and  Sproat  to  William  C.  Kittredge, 
subject  to  a  mortgage  to  Joel  Beaman.  Mr. 
Kittredge  deeded  to  his  father,  Dr.  Abel  Kit- 
tredge of  Hinsdale,  Mass.,  in  September;  and 
he  sold  one  half  of  it  back  to  Sproat,  in  Octo- 
ber, '29. 

It  was  burned  while  owned  by  them,  Jan. 
31,  1831.  and  in  July  they  sold  one-third  inter- 
est therein  to  Alonzo  Sa fiord,  and  re-built  the 
mill.  In  August,  '35,  Abel  Kitttredge  convevs 
his  third  part  to  his  sen  William  C,  and  by 
him  it  was  sold  in  December,  to  Sproat  &  Saf- 
ford. 

Mr.  Safford  aasigned  the  mill  and  property  to 
Abraham  Graves  in  October,  1813,  and  it  was 
run  by  him  till  '50 — he  seeming  to  succeed  no 
better  with  the  business  than  others  who  had 
preceded  him,  although  he  was  well  reputed 
for  business  ability,  and  had  accumulated  prop- 
erty in  farming.  Mr.  Graves  quitclaimed  back 
to  Mr.  Safford  in  February,  '50.  In  May,  Mr. 
Safford  sold  the  whole  to  Albert  Fuller  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  Charles  A.  Sweet  of  Granville, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Fuller  carried  it  on  for  Fuller  &, 
Sweet  until  April,  '54,  when  they  sold  to  Nich- 
olas, Daniel  and  Georcro  W.  Hurlburt.  In  Sep- 
tember, '55,  George  W.  deeded  to  Nicholas  G., 
i  who  deeded  to  Daniel.  January  9,  '57.  and  by 
Daniel  Ilurlburi  it  was  deeded  the  same  day  to 
Timothy  Miller. 

Mr.  Miller  sold  one  undivided  half,  Sept.  11, 
'58,  to'  James  P.  Brown  of  Hartford,  by  whom 
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It  was  mortgaged  to  David  D.  Cole,  Nov.  1,  '58. 
This  mortgage  was  discharged  Jan.  4,  I860,  and 
Betsey  and  William  Q.  Brown,  as  administra- 
tors of  the  estate  of  James  P.  Brown,  deeded 
the  same  undivided  half,  in  March,  to  William 
Miller. 

THE  SCYTriE  FACTORY. 

A  building  with  a  triphammer  and  anvil,  for 
the  manufacture  of  scythes,  and  used  afterward 
for  the  manufacture  of  axes  and  hoes,  was  erect- 
ed'in  the  spring  of  1808,  by  John  Quinton  and 
Thomas  Christie,  in  company  with  Joshua  Quin- 
ton, on  or  near  the  spot  where  now  the  Union 
Slate  Works  stand.  It  has  since  passed  from 
and  to  various  parties. 

Associated  with  the  Quintons,  who  had  built 
the  blacksmith-shop  where  Henry  Green  now 
carries  on  business,  and  where  they  then  em- 
ployed several  men,  were  John  P.  Colburn, 
Theodore  Dowd,  Thomas  Blanchard  and  Spen- 
cer Harvey.  Mr.  Dowd  made  hoes  and  axes, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  a  superior  workman 
in  cast-steel.  Mr.  Blanchard  came  from  Sutton, 
Mass.,  and  Mr.  Harvey  states  that  he  wrorked 
"with  him  in  the  scythe-factory  about  the  time 
of  the  war  of  1812-14.  Mr.  Blanchard  was  a 
noted  mechanic,  and  invented  a  nail-machine 
for  Jacob  Davey. 

There  have  been  several  owners  and  occu- 
pants since  this  company. 

CLOTH-DRESSING  "WORKS. 

January  25,  1S08,  Jacab  Davey  sells  to  Seth 
Persons  of  Sudbury,  and  Horatio  Foster  of 
Hubbardton,  a  piece  of  land  for  the  purpose 
of  a  clothier's  works  solely,  and  two-thirds  of 
a  site,  with  water  power  and  privilege,  under 
certain  restrictions,  for  a  fulling-mill  and  dye- 
house,  to  be  built  by  the  three  in  copartnership. 
The  business  of  fulling,  coloring  and  dressing 
cloth  and  coloring  wool  appears  to  have  been 
carried  on  by  the  firm  of  Davey,  Persons  &  Fos- 
ter until  February,  IS  12,  when  Persons  sells 
out  to  Mr.  Davey  his  third  interest.  The 
business  is  said  to  have  been  very  remunerative 
for  some  years — the  price  for  fulling  and  finish- 
ing cloth  during  the  war  of  1812  and  '14  being 
50  cents  per  yard. 

RICHARD  SUTLIFF'S  PLACE, 

While  owne*d  by  Maj.  Gilbert,  had  a  shop  built 
on  it  as  early  as  1810,  or  earlier,  which  report 
says  was  used  at  different  times  as  a  silver- 
smith shop,  a  harness-shop,  a  shoe-shop,  a 
school-house  and  a  carpenter's  shop.  It  was 
sold  by  Mr.  Gilbert  in  March,  1811,  to  Clemeut 


Smith,  whose  wife  was  a  daughter  to  Charles 
Rice,  and  a  niece  to  Maj.  Gilbert.  They  both 
died  on  this  place  in  '13,  and  Lewis  Dickinson 
is  said  to  occupy  it  in  January,  181  L 

THE  OLD  II AT  SHOP, 

Occupied  by  Timothy  Ruggles  in  May,  IS! 4, 
stood  near  the  bank  of  the  river  where  Lewis 
D.  Maranville  now  lives,  and  wa3  started  not 
long  before  by  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Kent  of 
Benson,  on  land  leased  of  Jacob  Davey  for 
$6.00  yeryear.  The  shop  and  dye-house  were 
mortgaged  to  Allen  Webster  in  August,  1S15. 
It  was  sold  by  Joshua  Quinton  in  September, 
1818,  to  Isaac  Cutler,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
removed  at  a  later  period  by  the  sons  of  Dun- 
can Cook,  to  a  spot  just  north  of  the  Fish  corn- 
er, where  it  was  occupied  as  a  residence  by  Mrs. 
Darling  in  '37,  and  was  afterward  burned  down 
while  occupied  by  Mrs.  Bryant. 

DISTILLERIES, 

Distilling  was  extensively  carried  on  in  this 
town  in  former  years.  The  difficulty  and  ex- 
pense of  transportation  so  far  as  Troy — then 
the  principal  market  for  grains — rendered  the 
grain  products  of  the  country  of  little  value  at 
home,  and  unless  there  could  be  a  market  for 
them  the  farmer  had  no  means  of  purchasing 
the  goods  -which  the  merchant  might  import. 
Accordingly  "  stills"  were  established,  and  their 
existence  was  an  evidence  of  business  enter- 
prise in  a  town. 

Erwin  Safford,  an  early  and  enterprising 
merchant,  purchased  in  June,  181 S,  a  p;ece  of 
ground  near  Mr.  Church's  tannery,  on  the  side 
of  the  hill  just  back  ef  the  old  parsonage,  and 
there  erected  a  distillery.  He  carried  on  the 
business  to  a  moderate  extent  for  a  number  of 
years.  * 

The  distillery — and  the  store  in  which  he 
traded,  on  the  east  side  of  the  common — he 
sold  to  James  Y.  Watson  in  '19,  who  sold  the 
store  and  distillery,  in  '21,  to  Moses  Colton  and 
Hector  H.  Crane ;  Mr.  Colton  and  Mr.  Crane 
running  the  distillery  built  by  Mr.  Parkill  be- 
yond the  burying- ground  on  the  West  street, 
ono  or  two  years,  about  this  time,  together 
with  the  Safford  still  which  they  owned.  They 
sold  their  distillery  and  store  in  1S23,  to  Col- 
ton, Warren  &  Sproat — which  firm  did  a  large 
business  in  distilling  whisky  for  several  years; 
carrying  on  the  store  and  the  paper-mill  at 
the  same  time.  They  carried  on  business 
until  July,  '27,  when  the  company  failed  and 
made  an  assignment  of  the  store,  distillery 
and  store  house  to  John  P.  Colburn,  Jacob 
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Davey,  Barnabas  Ellis  and  Harris  W.  Bates. 
It  is  said  they  had  2,000  bushels  of  grain  on 
hand  at  the  time  of  the  failure.  The  property 
was  afterward  assigned  to  Barnaba3  Ellis,  and 
by  him  deeded  back,  in  May,  '28,  to  Warren  & 
Sproat.  The  old  Safford  distillery,  west  of  the 
common,  was  burned  down  while  occupied  by 
Colton,  Warren  &  Sproat,  about  the  winter  of 
'24,  but  was  immediately  re-built — Hiram  Shaw 
of  Hampton  doing  the  work.  It  was  occupied 
until  the  summer  of  ;27 — Alonzo  Safford  being 
the  superintendent  of  the  still."  The  Lang- 
dons  are  said  to  have  taken  down  and  removed 
the  building,  probably  in  the  winter  of  '27  and 
'28 — after  their  purchase  of  Mr.  Colton — to 
their  land  south  of  Mr.  Ellis'. 

The  other  distillery  south  of  the  village  was 
run  by  the  Langdons  for  a  number  of  years. — 
Levi  Smith  and  Sidney  Safford  are  said  to  have  i 
been  employed  in  it.  A  large  number  of  hogs 
were  annually  fattened  at  this  distillery., — 
Sometimes  they  were  butchered  in  town  ;  some- 
times they  were  driven  to  Whitehall  and  ship- 
ped down  the  lake.  The  work  was  given  up 
in  '32.  The  old  "still"  was  taken  down  and 
removed  to  East  Poultney. 

A  distillery  was  erected  by  Elisha  Parkill 
and  Hector  IT.  Crane,  about  1820,  just  west 
of  the  old  burying-ground.  The  distillery  stood 
in  the  side  of  the  bill  south  of  the  road,  and 
Moses  Colton  was  associated  with  Mr.  Crane 
in  carrying  it  on  in  '21.  They  manufactured 
from  50  to  100  gallons  of  whisky  per  day,  and 
consumed  from  20  to  40  bushels  of  rye  and 
corn,  at  the  the  same  time  keeping  from  30  to 
40  head  of  cattle  on  the  premises  ;  since  which 
the  premises  have  changed  owners  several 
times. 

A  TOW>r  POOR-HOUSE. 

The  only  record  we  find  of  any  effort  to  erect 
a  town  poor-house  is  in  1S17,  when  the  article 
in  the  warning  was  "  to  take  into  consideration 
the  expediency  of  erecting  a  work-house,  direct 
the  mode  and  manner  of  building  the  same,  and 
vote  a  tax  to  defray  the  expense  thereof."  A 
committee  consisting  of  Elisha  Parkill  and  Mo- 
ses Colton  was  accordingly  chosen  to  "  confer 
with  a  committee  from  Poultney  and  Castle  ton 
concerning  the  building  of  a  work-house." — 
Again,  in  March.  '30,  Tilly  Gilbert,  Heman 
Stannard  and  John  Jones,  were  appointed  a 
committee  "  to  confer  with  any  committee 
which  may  be  appointed  in  any  of  the  ad- 
joining  towns  relative  to  building  a  poor- 
house."  That  anything  further  than  this  was 
ever  done  we  do  not  learn. 


The  custom  seems  to  have  continued  t.r 
many  years  of  providing  for  the  poor  a:  the 
town  meeting,  by  bidding  them  off  to  the  low- 
est bidder,  for  board  and  care. 

THE  PARK. 

The  beginning  of  the  present  public  park  ~as 
made  by  Col.  Lyon,  who  was.  in  some  sense 
and  measure,  the  founder  of  the  town.  He 
first  gave  to  the  town  '"five  pieces  of  land,  the 
first  being  an  acre  for  a  burying-ground.  The 
other  pieces  being  four  six  rods  square  pieces 
on  the  four  nearest  corners  of  my  land  to  the 
meeting-house." 

In  March,  1805.  the  town  voted  that  the 
middle  school  district  "  have  liberty  to  se:  a 
school-house  on  the  public  ground  near  the 
meeting-house,  the  spot  to  be  established  by 
a  committee  to  consist  of  Joel  Hamilton,  Sam- 
uel Stannard  and  Silas  Safford." 

About  1853,  a  small  park  was  built  en  the 
north  side  of  the  Lyon  tavern-house,  and  a 
movement  was  set  on  foot  to  erect  a  park  cn 
the  common — the  ladies  holding  a  fair  the  fol- 
lowing winter  at  the  tavern-house  occupied  by 
Mr.  Adams, v and  realizing  some  $160.00  tor 
that  purpose.  A  subscription  was  likewise 
made  by  the  citizens,  and  a  portion  of  the  same 
made  available  toward  the  expense  of  laying 
out  and  building  the  femce  around  the  park. 

A  "  Park  Association"  was  organized  in  the 
spring  of  1855,  members  thereof  paying  one 
dollar  annually  for  the  purpose  of  planting  trees 
in  the  grounds.  But  few  meetings  of  this  as- 
sociation were  held.  Officers  were  last  chosen 
in  April,  'GO,  aud  action  was  taken  toward  re- 
moving dead  trees,  and  filling  their  places  with 
living  ones. 

Under  the  charter  granted  by  the  Legislature 
in  October  '65,  the  village  corporation  has  roil 
authority  and  power  over  the  park,  side- walks, 
streets,  &c. 

VILLAGE  ORGANIZATION-. 

The  village  of  Fair  Haven  was  first  laid  out 
and  established  Dec.  21,  1820,  under  a  general 
law  of  the  State,  by  Isaac  Cutler,  John  P.  Col- 
burn  aud  Harvey  Church,  selectmen  of  the  iowa 
at  the  time. 

We  do  not  learn  that  any  other  action  in 
reference  to  a  village  than  a  formal  survey  was 
taken  by  the  citizens  of  Fair  Haven,  until  :he 
fall  of  18G5,  when  the  Legislature  passed  an 
act  of  incorporation,  erecting  a  tract  of  one 
cquare  mile  into  a  corporate  village  ;  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  same,  at  a  meeting  held  in 
tho  hall  over  Adams'  store.  Pee.  4.  1S65,  by 
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a  vote  of  71  to  52,  adopted  the  charter;  and 
the  village  has  since,  annually,  at  the  meeting 
ou  the  first  Monday  ,  in  December,  elected  its 
board  of  officers. 

THE  TOWN  IIALL. 

A  building  for  a  town  hall  and  school-house 
has  been  erected  this  present  season.  At  the 
opening  of  the  town  meeting  of  March,  1861, 
aa  adjournment  of  30  minutes  was  made,  and 
the  Inaugural  Address  of  President  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  read  by  II.  G.  Wood,  Esq.,  as  a 
dedication  of  the  new  hall. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS. 

•  One  acre  of  ground,  for  the  first,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  given  by  Col.  Lyon.  Jan.  29,  1819, 
Maj.  Tilly  Gilbert,  for  love  and  good  will,  deeds 
the  town  one  acre  and  60  rods  of  land,  reserv- 
ing the  right  to  pasture  the  same  with  sheep 
during  his  natural  lift — otherwise  to  be  used 
exclusively  for  a  burying-ground. 

In  the  March  meeting  of  1818  it  was  voted 
to  raise  a  tax  of  one  cent  on  the  dollar  of  the 
li-t  of  1817,  "for  the  purpose  of  surveying, 
cleaning  and  fencing  the  burying-ground  ;"  and 
"that  each  one  shall  have  a  right  to  pay  his 
tax  in 'such  materials  as  may  be  wanted  for 
the  purpose,  if  paid  by  the  first  of  June  next, 
or  in  grain  by  the  15th  of  the  same  month." 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  on  the  13th  of  April 
this  vote  was  reconsidered — and  it  was  voted, 
•*  that  the  note  of  $40  against  Joseph  Brown, 
aud  the  note  of- $10  against  Tilly  Gilbert,  now 
in  the  treasury,  be  appropriated  by  the  select- 
men to  the  purpose  of  fencing  the  burying- 
ground  ;"  and  it  was  further  voted  that  the 
selectmen  proceed  to  fence  the  burying-ground, 
and  draw  on  the  treasurer  for  any  expense  over 
and  above  the  $50.  At  the  March  meeting  of 
1823  it  was  voted  that  the  selectmen  "be  di- 
rected to  lot  out  the  burying-ground." 

M  an  adjourned  meeting  in  March.  1S2T,  Dr. 
William  Bigelow  was  chosen  a  committee  li  to 
repair  the  burying-ground,"  and  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding $10  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose. 
Tiie  selectmen  were  directed  at  the  March 
meeting,  in  '42,  "  to  take  measures  to  prevent 
the  burying-yard  from  washing  away."  Great 
efforts  were  made  for  several  years  to  stay  the 
constant  sliding  down  of  the  earth  and  washing 
away  of  the  graves  in  the  back  part  of  the 
yard,  but  all  to  no  purpose  :  the  waste  was 
inevitable  ;  aud  while  some  craves  were  carried 
away  into  the  river,  others  were  carefully  remov- 
ed to  a  safer  locality.  At  length  the  town  voted, 
iu  March,  '52,  to  purchase  2  acres  of  laud  oppo- 


site the  old  ground,  at  the  price  of  $80  per 
acre,  for  a  new  cemetery — the  selectmen  to  sell 
off  1  acre  in  private  individual  lots,  and  the 
remaining  acre  to  bo  used  for  a  public  burial- 
ground." 

A  committee  of  two  was  chosen  March  8, 
'53,  to  "  fence,  grade  and  pull  stumps  from  the 
new  grave-yard,  and  lay  out  the  east  half  into 
lots. 

Again,  in  1854,  a  committee  was  chosen  to 
appoint  a  day  and  give  notice  when  they  would 
dispose  of  the  lots  in  the  east  part  of  the  cem- 
etery, allowing  the  inhabitants  to  bid  for  choice. 
The  committee  appointed  at  the  annual  meeting 
in  1870,  purchased  22  acres  for  a  new  cemetery. 
Mrs.  Hannah  H.  Dyer  had  left  a  legacy  of 
$1,000  to  the  town  for  the  adornment  of  the 
cemeteries,  which  bequest  the  town  voted  to 
accept,  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  the  10th  of 
May  following. 

THE  SLATE  BUSINESS. 

The  business  of  quarrying  slate  in  Western 
Vermont  was  begun  in  this  town  by  Alonsou 
Allen  and  Caleb  B.  Ranney,  in  the  fall  of  1839, 
on  the  ledge  which  is  nearly  in  front  of  Mr. 
Ranney 'a  dwelling-house,  where  the  Boston 
company  is  now  working. 

The  opening  was  begun  with  a  view  to  find- 
ing ciphering  or  school-slates  ;  but  the  materi- 
al proving  too  bard  for  that  purpose,  the  enter- 
prise was  suspended,  or  temporarily  abandoned. 

Thomas  Shaw,  who  had  previously  resided  in 
Floosick,  X.  Y.,  and  been  acquainted  with  the 
slate  quarried  there,  examined  the  slate  found 
on  Scotch  ifill,  and  adjudged  them  too  hard  to 
be  worked  for  any  purpose.  A  similar  opinion 
was  expressed  by  a  Mr.  Shrives,  from  Hoosick, 
who  visited  the  quarry  in  June,  18  15. 

Iu  this  latter  year  Ira  Allen  and  Adams  Duti 
ton  made  a  small  opening  on  the  land  of  Elijah 
Esty  ;  but  finding  nothing  valuable  soon  quit 
it.    Alouson  Allen,  however,  having  perfected 
I  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  ciphering 
slates,  opened  a  quarry,  this  same  year,  on  the 
land  of  Oliver  Proctor,  a  litrlo  X.  W.  of  Mr,  P's 
house,  from  which  he  was  able,  during  the 
I  next  3  years,  to  produce  a  large  amount  of  ci- 
j  phering  school  slates,  besides  several  lots  of 
j  roofing  slate,  which  were  made  about  '47  ;  the 
|  first  lot  being  taken  to  Whitehall  aud  used  on 
j  a  house  there. 

j  The  first  roof  covered  with  slate  in  the  town 
i  was  that  of  the  horse- barn  and  shed  of  Jeffer- 
son Barnes.  Slate  were  afterwards  laid  ou 
I  Mr.  Davey's  blacksmith  shop  and  store,  and  in 
I  ISoO,  on  the  railroad  depot. 
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Mr.  Allen  had  a  slate-factory  on  the  spot 
■where  the  nail-factory  now  stands,  in  which 
were  finished  and  shipped  away  to  market,  on 
the  average,  about  600  framed  slates  per  day; 
George  G.  Cobb,  Royal  R.  Stetson,  Marvin  Car- 
penter, Edward  S.  Baseom,  David  Standish, 
Simeon  Cobb  and  others,  including  the  writer 
of  this,  being  employed  at  various  times  as 
workmen  in  the  factory. 

The  production  of  school-slates  exceeding  the 
market  demand,  and  not  proving  sufficiently 
remunerative,  it  was  given  up  by  Mr.  Allen  in 
'48,  and  lie  turned  his  attention  once  more  to 
the  quarry  on  Mr.  Ranney's  land,  and  to  the 
development  of  the  roofing-slate  interest. 

It  was  proved  by  the  opening  of  various  oth- 
er quarries  about  this  time,  that  the  Taconic  j 
ledges  of  Western  Vermont  were  susceptible 
of  manufacture  into  roofing  material.  Adams 
Dutton  and  Royal  Bullock,  enterprising  resi- 
dents of  Fair  Haven,  worked  an  opening  and 
made  slate  at  Cedar  Point,  on  the  north  shore 
of  Lake  Bomoseen  ;  and  Frank  W.  Whitlock, 
a  resident  of  Castleton,  found  a  quarry  which 
he  worked  in  Castleton,  a  little  eastward  of  the 
Fair  Haven  town  line,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  present  "  Eagle  Quarry." 

Mr.  Allen,  leasing  an  acre  of  land  of  Mr.  Ran- 
ney, in  May.  '43,  then  really  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  roofing-slate  in  the  town.  He 
produced  about  500  squares  in  the  year  '49. 
These  were  the  purple  slate.  In  1850  the  bu- 
siness received  a  very  decided  impetus  by  the 
arrival  of  a  number  of  intelligent  Welshmen  in 
town,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  the  working 
of  the  slate  quarries  in  Wales  and  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  first  Welshman  of  whom  we  hear 
in  connection  with  the  quarries,  was  John  Hum- 
phrey, now  of  New  Canton,  Va.,  wlio  is  said 
to  have  worked  on  the  Whitlock  quarry  in  '49. 
He  is  said  to  have  worked  with  Ira  Allen  at 
slating  roofs. 

In  July,  IS 50,  William  Parry,  who  is  now  a 
citizen  of  the  town,  John  M.  Jones,  who  af- 
terwards resided  in  town,  and  Moses  Jones, 
came  from  Northampton  county  in  Pennsylva- 
nia and  commenced  to  work  fur  Mr.  Alien  on  the 
Scotch  Hill  quarry,  on  the  first  day  of  August. 
Owen  Owens  and  others  went  to  work  about 
this  time  on  the  Whitlock  quarry  in  Castleton; 
and  from  this  date  the  slato  business  has  con- 
tinued steadily  to  increase — large  numbers  of 
Welsh  q':arrymon.  experienced  in  the  produc- 
tion and  manufacture  of  slate  in  the  old  coun- 
try, corning  in  and  contributing  of  their  indus- 
try and  labor  to  the  wealth  of  the  place.  Mr. 


Allen  purchased  an  additional  acre  of  land  of 
Mr.  Ranney  in  '51,  and  continued  working  it 
until  '58,  when  he  sold  it  to  William  Hughes 
and  Owen  Owens. 

In  the  early  spring  of  1851,  Hugh  W.  ar. ' 
John  J.  Williams,  cousins,  together  wifn  Da- 
vid S.  Jones,  William  Price,  John  Thomas  a:,  i 
Wm.  Prichard,  came  to  Fair  Haven  from  G  : 
ford,  Yt.  and  begau  quarrying  on  Mr.  Ranney's 
farm.  They  first  leased  of  Mr.  Ranr.ey  2  1-2 
acres  next  south  of  and  adjoining  Mr.  All-r:.', 
quarry — they  to  pay  Mr.  Ranney  25  cents  :'  r 
every  square  of  slate,  or  $2,000  for  the  land, 
within  5  years.  They  obtained  good  s'.a:o  :n 
2  months  from  the  time  they  commenced  un- 
covering. 

In  the  fall  of  1851  they  purchased  2  acres 
of  Mr.  Ranney  lying  next  north  of  Mr.  Alien's 
quarry,  on  which  a  New  York  firm  had  worked 
for  a  short  time.  Having  made  vari;  :?  im- 
provements in  derricks  and  dwellings,  the  Wi!- 
liamscs  sold  an  undivided  half  interest  in  their 
property  to  David  Tillson  of  Woburn,  and  F. 
L.  Cushman  of  Boston.  Mass.,  and  the  business 
was  carried  on  by  them  till  '57,  when  Tiilson 
having  bought  out  Cushman,  sold  his  interest 
to  Asa  Wilbur  of  Boston. 

The  Williamsons  transferred  their  interest 
to  Israel  Davey  and  Benj.  S.Nichols,  in  '57. 
Mr.  Wilbur  soon  after  sold  to  Wm.  Hughes,  J. 
Nelson  Proctor  and  Benjamin  Williams.  Mr. 
Proctor  sold  to  Hughes  and  Williams  after  one 
year,  and  the  quarry  was  then  divided,  Mr. 
Hughes  selling  his  portion,  after  a  shore  time, 
to  Ellis  Roberts,  Henry  Jones,  Hugh  Lrwis, 
John  H.  Williams  and  Wm.  Perry.  They 
worked  their  division  until  they  sold  the  same 
to  the  present  Boston  company  in  1S65.  Mr. 
Benjamin  Williams  had  made  a  previous  pur- 
chase of  Mr.  Ranney  of  7  1-2  rods  wide,  ex- 
tending eastward  from  Mr.  Allen's  quarry  to 
the  highway,  in  November.  ISaS.  from  which 
ho  took  out  1,200  squares  of  slate  the  first  year, 
and  over  2,000  squares  each  year  thereafter, 
until  he  sold  to  the  Boston  company  in  15'35. 

Mr.  Hughes  having  divided  with  Mr.  Owens, 
the  acre  purchased  by  them  of  Mr.  A  hen.  in 
1S35,  Mr.  Owens  sold  his  part  to  Messrs.  Paver 
and  Nichols,  and  that  belonging  to  Hughes 
was  sold  by  him,  in  conjunction  with  w:  at  he 
had  purchased  of  Mr.  Wilbur,  to  Ellis  E  berta 
and  others,  from  whom  it  passed  to  its  present 
owners,  the  Boston  company.  This  com;  any 
purchasing  Messrs.  Davey  and  Nichols'  interest 
became  tho  sole  proprietors  of  this  e.\fen-ive 
quarry,  and  have  produced  from  it  a  Urge 
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quantity  of  slate — the  average  amount  produc- 
ed since  18G6  being  7,500  squares  per  year,  and 
the  quarry  being  now  in  order  to  produce  12, 
000  squares  per  year.  John  C.  Smith  is  the 
present  efficient  superintendent. 

The  next  largest  quarry  in  town  is  that  open- 
ed by  Alonson  Allen,  Esq.,  on  the  "  Capen  farm," 
purchased  by  him  of  Mr.  Capen,  in  November, 
1851,  and  now  owned  and  worked  by  the 
•■  Fair  Haven  Marble  and  Marbleizing  Slate 
Company"  for  the  production  of  slabbing  ma- 
terial for  their  mill.  This  quarry  was  started 
by  Mr.  Allen  about  1851,  and  worked  a  num- 
ber of  years  for  roofing  slate,  employing  about 
20  men,  and  producing  nearly  4.000  squares 
per  year  for  the  first  6  years.  The  slate  are 
purple  color,  variegated  with  green,  and  are 
deemed  a  superior  quality.  Mr.  Allen  sold  an 
interest  in  the  quarry,  in  1869.  to  Ryland  Han- 
gor.  James  Pottle,  Ira  C.  Allen  and  M.  D.  Dyer, 
*';vho,  together  with  himself,  compose  the  Fair 
Haven  Marble  and  Marbleizing  Slate  Company, 
and  run  the  quarry  in  connection  with  their 
extensive  slate-mill  in  the  village.  Besides 
this  main  quarry  near  the  N.  W.  corner  of  the 
Capen  farm,  Mr.  Allen  has  two  other  valuable 
openings  lying  over  the  hill  to  the  south,  on 
this  same  farm;  one  made  by  John  D.  Wood, 
about  the  year  1855,  and  yielding  about  300 
squares,  but  was  abandoned  on  account  of  the 
water,  and  another  more  recently  opened  which 
promises  to  be  very  profitab'e. 

A  quarry  was  opened  by  Royal  Bullock  on 
land  owned  by  him  on  Scotch  Hill,  in  the  fall 
of  1850,  and  was  worked  through  the  summer 
of  1851,  and  was  sold  by  him  to  Messrs.  Myers 
&  Utter,  of  Whitehall,  in  the  tall  of  1852.  It 
has  been  worked  at  various  times,  but  has  final- 
ly been  abandoned. 

In  February,  1853,  Asa  B.  Foste.'  of  Weston, 
Tt.,  deeded  the  Keyes'  farm,  on  Scotch  Hill, 
then  occupied  by  Mr.  Keyes.  and  comprising 
100  acres,  to  Asa  Wilbur  of  Boston,  and  Row- 
land Owens,  excepting  one  acre  on  the  east 
pide  of  the  highway  which  he  had  deeded  to 
Hugh  an  \  John  J.  William*,  and  on  which  they 
had  erected  dwelling-houses.  A  quarry  was 
opened  on  this  farm  by  Mr.  Owens  and  John 
Hughes,  and  worked  for  one  or  two  seasons. 
Another  opening  was  made  in  1854,  and  dwell- 
ing house*  were  erected  west  of  the  present 
Scotch  Hill  School- House.  This,  also,  was 
abandoned  after  one  or  two  seasons  of  trial. — 
Richard  Williams  in  said  to  have  worked  this 
quarry  one  season,  about  1S">G. 

The  Sheldon  quarry,  which  has  proved  to  bo 


a  valuable  vein  of  slate,  lying  on  Mr.  Sheldon's 
farm  at  the  base  of  Scotch  Hill,  and  north  of 
Mr.  Ranney'.s  land,  was  opened  in  1353  by  Ellis 
Roberts,  Richard  Hughes  and  Evan  E.  Lloyd, 
to  whom  it  was  leased  in  August  of  this  year, 
for  a  term  of  15  years,  "  If  they  should  elect 
to  hold  the  same  so  long,"  on  the  U-rn-s  and 
conditions  that  they  should  pay  nothing  lor 
the  first  200  squares,  but  that  they  should  pay 
50  cents  per  square  on  every  200  sq  ur-rf  i  re- 
duced thereafter,  and  Mr.  Sheldon  should  draw 
the  same  to  the  railroad  depot  in  Fair  Haven, 
for  one  shilling  per  square.    Ellis  Lloyd,  Hugh 
Jones  and  Evan  Jones  are  said  to  have  been 
associated  with  the  management  and  working 
of  this  quarry  for  a  time.     Richard  H  :_-'.e3 
sold  out  to  Richard  Roberts  in  June.  1>54.  and 
they  were  all  succeeded  by  Evan  B.  Jones,  who 
obtained  a  new  lease  of  the  quarry  from  Mr. 
Sheldon  in  February,  1S59,  for  10  ye  rs  from 
Sept.  1,  '58.    Mr.  Jones  took  into  copartnership 
Christopher  M.  Davey  of  Rutland,  a  son  of  Ja- 
cob Davey,  Esq,  and,  by  drifting  into  the  hill 
I  southward,  they  produced  a  large  amount  of 
valuable  slate  during  the  last  vears  of  the  lease, 
j     The  quarry  known  as  the  Lime  Kiln  quarry, 
|  near  the  town  lino  toward  West  Castleion,  was 
(commenced  at  an  early  period  on  land  of  Ar- 
nold Briggs:    Mr.  Briggs  leasing  1  acre  and 
l-4th  for  the  purpose,  in  October.  1851,  to  Pat- 
rick McNamara  and  Thomas  Bulger,  John  Mur- 
fee  and  John  Keliey.    They  Were  to  have  the 
property  forever,  so  long  as  they  should  pay 
j  fifty  dollars  per  year  every  three  months  in 
j  merchantable  slate  at  $3.00  per  square,  or  $12. 
j  50  in  money,  as  the  party  of  the  second  part 
might  elect.     Patrick  McNamara  sold  out  to 
the  others,  and  in  May,  '53,  Mr.  Bulger  assign- 
ed the  lease  tolsrael  Davey  and  Rufus  C.  Col- 
burn.    They  assigned  it  to  William  Hughes  in 
October,  '55  :  Mr.  Davey  having  purchased  of 
Mr.  Briggs  an  addition  to  the  original  lease. 
By  Mr.  Hughes  it  was  sold  to  Benjmin  F.  and 
Robert  Morris  Copeland,  in  August,  '58,  and 
I  Mr.  Briggs  deeds  to  them,  in  the  same  month, 
|  all  the  land  connected  with  it  which  was  deeded 
I  by  John  Billings  to  Elihu  Wright,  jr.,  in  Nov., 
j  1831.    The  quarry  was  worked  by  then  a  fe  w 
)  years  and  abandoned. 
I    Mr.  Copeland  has  recently  purchase  " 
j  Harvey  lot,  so  called,  lying  next  north  of 
I  quarry,  on  which  ho  has  erected,  in  com 
|  with  Benjamin  Williams,  a  steam  saw-m  h 
,  i*  cutting  otf  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
ber,  anticipating  a  valuable  vein  of  slat 
'  the  land  when  the  lumber  is  cleared  away, 
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Iu  December,  1851,  Arnold  Brings  leased  to 
Wm.  Hughes  for  99  years,  3  acres  of  land  for  a 
slate  quarry,  on  the  lower  and  west  side  of  the 
road  beyond  or  north  of  Mr.  Sheldon's  quarry  ; 
Mr.  H  aglies  to  pay  $50.  the  first  year,  and  $G0. 
each  year  thereafter. 

Nothing  further  was  done  towards  developing 
a  quarry  at  this  place. 

June  1,  1S52,  Mr.  Briggs  leased  an  acre  of 
land  for  a  slate  quarry,  south  of  his  house,  and 
east  of  the  highway,  to  James  Rhine  and  Eben 
Jackson.  Jackson  appears  to  have  been  super- 
seded or  displaced  by  one  John  Sullivan,  by 
whom,  with  Rhine,  some  200  or  300  squares  of 
slate  were  taken  out  and  sold  to  Israel  Davey. 
Evan  E.  Lloyd,  Ellis  Lloyd  and  Richard  Lewis 
purchased  Rhine  and  Sullivan's  claim,  and  Hen- 
ry Jones,  Richard  Lewis  and  Ellis  Lloyd  took  a 
new  lease  of  Mr.  Briggs  in  April,  1S54,  but 
soon  abandoned  the  quarry  after  taking  out 
about  500  squares  of  slate.  Mr.  Briggs  leased 
the  quarry  again  in  December,  1S63,  to  Ryland 
Hanger  and  Evan  E.  Lloyd,  who  worked  it  for 
a  time  in  quarrying  mill  stock,  but  found  the 
material  too  hard,  and  too  far  away,  and  aban- 
doned it. 

In  March,  1865,  John  J.  Williams  and  Henry 
C.  Nichols  purchased  of  John  Balis,  of  Benson, 
the  130  acres  of  the  old  Appleton  farm,  long 
owned  by  Hezekiah  and  Harvey  Howard,  and 
occupied  by  Ralph  Perkins,  on  Scotch  Hill, 
and  commenced  opening  a  quarry  on  the  same, 
southward  of  the  quarries  of  the  Boston  com- 
pany. About  the  same  time  they  conveyed 
one  third  part  of  the  farm  and  quarry  to  Henry 
G.  Lapham  of  Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  and  former]  a 
•opartnership  as  "Williams,  Nichols  &  Co." 
Mr.  Nichols  sold  his  share  of  the  property  to 
Mr.  Williams  in  July  following. 

April  10,  18G7,  Mr.  Williams  conveyed'  to 
Wellington  Retchnm  one  equal  undivided 
fourth  part  of  the  land  embracing  the  quarry 
on  Scotch  Hill.  He  a'so  deeded  to  Lapham, 
on  the  11th  of  April,  an  additional  sixth  part 
of  the  farm  on  Scotch  Hill — he  and  Lapham 
forming  a  copartnership  for  the  manufacture  of 
slate  mantles,  billiards,  tile,  etc  ,  under  the  name 
of  "  Union  Slate  Company."  The  quarry  of  the 
company  on  Scotch  II ill  not  proving  a  feasible 
and  profitable  on^,  was  soon  abandoned;  and 
the  company  now  under  the  efficient  manage- 
ment of  Aaron  R.  Vail,  Esq.,  baa  obtained  a 
supply  of  slate  material  from  the  valuable  slate 
bods  ofC.  M.  Davey  and  l£van  D.  Jones,  in  the 
south-west  part  of  Castleton,  and  is  doing  an 
extensive  and  profitable  business  iu  manufac- 


turing, furnishing  employment  to  about  30  per- 
sons at  the  mill,  besides  some  20  more  encased 
by  Seth  N.  Peck  in  the  process  of  marbleizi-g 
at  the  same  place. 

The  business  of  marbleizing  slate  in  the 
town  was  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1859  by 
James  Coulman  and  Ryland  Hanger,  in  the 
building  which  had  been  occupied  as  a  woolen 
factory  by  Alphonso  Kilbourn,  opposite  the 
marble  mill.  The  lower  or  basement  room  was 
used  by  Isaac  T.  Millikin  for  the  manufacture 
of  mantle  stock:  and  Messrs.  Coulman  and  Han- 
ger occupied  the  upper  rooms,  or  two  stories, 
in  finishing  mantles,  table-tops,  &e.,  from  slate 
and  marble.  Mr.  Coulman  sold  out  to  Mr. 
Hanger  in  the  summer  of  '62,  and  the  business 
was  carried  on  to  an  increased  extent  by  Mr. 
Hanger  alone  for  a  number  of  years,  he  buying 
the  mill  of  Ira  C.  Allen,  with  certain  privileges 
of  water,  in  the  summer  of  1SGG,  and  selling  a 
fonrth  of  the  same  to  Jame3  Pottle  in  Novem- 
ber following. 

By  them  the  business  was  continued,  they 
employing  about  GO  men  in  various  depart- 
ments, till  the  factory  was  burned,  January  12, 
18G9. 

In  February  a  company  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Hanger  &  Pottle,  Alonson  Allen,  M.  D.  Dyer 
and  Ira  C.  Allen,  was  organized  under  the  title 
of  "  The  Fair  Haven  Marble  and  Marbleized 
Slate  Company  ;"  and  the  large  and  valuable 
slate  quarry  of  Alonson  Allen,  on  the  Capen 
farm,  so  called,  was  united  with  the  mill,  which 
at  once  was  rebuilt  and  greatly  enlarged. 

Business  was  resumed  in  the  mill  in  April, 
and  the  company  employed  in  the  mill  and  at 
the  quarry  1  15  persons  during  the  season. 

The  Kearsarge  Steam  Slate  Works,  situated 
near  the  railroad  depot,  were  erected  by  Simeon 
Allen  and  DeWit  Leonard,  in  the  summer  of 
1868.  They  are  now  owned  and  ruu  by  Mr. 
Allen,  who  employs  about  20  men  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  mantles,  table  tops,  billiards,  kc. 

The  process  of  raarbleizing  was  commenced 
in  the  second  story  of  the  building,  by  Patrick 
Burke  and  Simon  II.  Myers,  in  r.he  spring  of 
j  '09.  It  is  now  carried  on  by  Mr.  Burke  and  A. 
L.  Kellogg. 

A  quarry  was  opened  by  Norman  Peck  in 
the  fall  of  '68,  on  land  leased  of  Otis  and  John 
W.  Eddy,  a  little  S.  E.  from  the  railroad  depot. 
Mr.  Peck  re-leased  the  quarry  to  Messrs,  A.  L. 
Kellogg  and  Win.  Perry,  in  the  spring  of  '69  ; 
I  Kellogg  afterwards  buying  out  Perry,  and  sel- 
ling a  half  interest  to  E.  D.  Humphrey.  By 
them  the  quarry  was  re-leased  to  Messrs.  Slier- 
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idan  aiid  Young,  in  the  spring  of  '70.  The 
production  has  been  mostly  mill  stock,  used  by 
the  Kearsarge  Steam  Slate  Works. 

THE  MARBLE  BUSINESS. 

The  business  of  sawing  marble  in  town  was 
began  in  the  fall  of  '45.  by  William  C.  Kittredge, 
Alonson  Allen  and  Joseph  Adams,  under  the 
firm  name  of  "Kittredge.  Allen  &  Adams;" 
Mr.  Kittredge  remaining  connected  with  the 
firm  only  till  October,  '4G,  after  which  time  the 
business  was  conducted  bv  Messrs.  Allen  & 
Adams  until  '52. 

The  company  first  purchased  a  waterfall  and 
mill -site  of  Ira  Leonard,  in  December.  '44,  on 
the  spot  where  the  railroad  now  crosses  the 
State  line.  About  the  same  time  they  con- 
tracted with  Wm.  F.  Barnes  of  "West  Rutland 
to  supply  them  with  blocks  of  marble  for 
sawing,  to  the  amount  of  20,000  feet  of  2-inch 
slabs  for  the  first  year,  beginning  Oct.  I,  '43, 
and  30,000  feet  for  each  of  the  next  2  years. 

Finding  it  possible  to  create  a  mill-power 
in  the  village  by  cutting  through  the  peninsu- 
lar or  intervale  belonging  to  Alonzo  Safford, 
below  and  west  of  the  paper-mill,  they  purchas- 
ed of  Mr.  Safford  about  6  acres  of  land,  and 
proceeded  immediately  to  erect  a  dam  and  mill. 
By  turning  the  water  into  a  simple  trench  in 
a  soft,  gravelly  soil,  a  channel  was  speedily 
,  made,  about  10  feet  of  fall  obtained,  and  by 
sinking  the  river  bed  below  the  mill  this  fail 
has  been  increased.  The  first  mill,  with  8 
old-style,  pendulum  gangs,  built  by  Hiram 
Shaw  of  Hampton,  was  started  in  October,  '45. 
In  '51  the  mill  was  enlarged  by  an  addition 
of  4  gangs,  and  the  pendulums  were  replaced 
bv  the  more  modern  and  improved  machinery 
of  pulleys  and  belts. 

In  March,  1845,  the  company  obtained  a 
lease  of  3  acres  of  land  for  a  marble  quarry,  of 
Kbenezer  Goodrich  of  West  Rutland  :  Allen  & 
Adams  purchased  the  same  in  September,  '51. 
of  Lorenzo  and  Charles  Sheldon,  David  Morgan 
and  Charles  H.  Slnson. 

The  opening  of  the  quarry  was  hecrun  under 
contract  for  10  years,  by  Wra.  F.  Barnes,  in  '50. 
The  marble  was  first  made  use  of  in  the  fall  of 
'51.  Mr.  Barnes  worked  it  only  about  7  years, 
after  which  it  was  carried  on  by  Joseph  Adams 
and  IraC.  Allen  until  Juno.  '68,  when  they  sold 
it  to  Wm.  Clement,  Furraud  Parker  and  K.  P. 
Gilson. 

Up  to  the  opening  of  the  railroad  in  the  fall 
of  1840,  the  marble  was  drawn  from  the  quar- 
ry to  the  mill  by  teams ;  Mr.  Wm.  Clement 


and  a  Mr.  Gorhum  having  a  contract  i ..  i 
drawing  for  a  number  of  years.    From  the  mill 
the  marble  was  transported  by  wagons  to 
Whitehall,  and  there  redoaded  and  shipped  by 
canal  to  all  parts  of  the  country. 

The  business  made  a  large  and  remunerative 
demand  for  labor,  furnishing  employment  for 
about  25  men  ;  and,  notwithstanding  the  loss  3 
of  the  first  2  years,  occasioned  by  the  sawing 
of  poor  marble,  was  the  means  of  bringin_'  into 
the  towu  and  distributing  much  wealth  auxr.g 
the  inhabitants. 

The  amount  of  marble  sawed  and  sent  away 
ranged  from  100,000  to  200,000  feet  a  year. 

In  1852  Messrs.  Allen  &  Adams  took  into 
partnership  Ira  C.  Allen,  and  united  with  the  r 
business  the  store  which  had  been  carried  on  by 
Messrs.  A.  &  I.  C.  Allen,  on  the  comer  now- 
owned  by  Augustus  Graves — the  style  of  the 
new  company  being  Allen,  Adams  i  Co. 

In  1854  Mr.  A.  Allen  sold  his  interest  to  Mr. 
Adams  and  Ira  C.  Allen — the  firm  then  becom- 
ing Adams  &  Allen,  and  continuing  as  such  un- 
til the  fall  of  "G9,  when  Mr.  Adams  purchase! 
the  mill  and  other  property  in  town,  and  the 
business  is  now  carried  on  by  Joseph  Adams  S 
Son. 

FIRST  NATIONAL  BAXK  OF  FAIR  HATES'. 

The  first  meeting  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  bank  in  Fair  Haven  was  held 
in  Adams  &  Allen's  hall,  Jan.  20,  1864 — Alon- 
son Allen,  chairman,  A.  X.  Adams,  sec.  and 
Alonson  Allen,  P.  W.  Hyde,  Joseph  A  tarns. 
R.  S.  Nichols  and  Corril  Reed  were  chosen  to 
draw  up  and  circulate  a  paper  for  subscriptions 
of  stock — Capital  to  be  $100,000. 

The  committee  reported  160  shares  subscrib- 
ed— 50  each  by  Joseph  Adams  and  Ira  C.  Al- 
len ;  25  each  by  B.  S.  Nichols  and  Allen  Pen- 
field,  10  by  Zenas  C.  Ellis  ;  and  Jan-  30th  50 
more  were  subscribed.  And  at  an  adjonrned 
meeting,  Feb.  7th,  Hon.  Merrirt  Clark  of  Poulr- 
ney  being  present,  and  proposing  to  assist  in 
forwarding  the  enterprize.  the  individuals  al  >ve 
named,  together  with  others,  subscribed  fdrthe 
shares  of  the  capital  slock  to  the  amount  of 
sT6,000;  Mr.  Adams  taking  100;  Mr.  Allen 
90;  Mr.  Nichols  and  Mr.  Penfield  each  "  ; 

I  Mr.  Ellis  70;  Joseph  Sheldon  100:  Merrill 
Clark  100;  Marcillian  Mayuard  10;  E.S.El- 
lis 10:  Norman  Peck  15;  C.  S.  Rmasey30; 
Mymn  M.  .Dikeman  20  ;  and  others  n:crv  or  l<  -s 
sufficient  to  insure  the  existence  of  the  bank 
as  an  institution  of  the  town. 

|     First  board  of  directors:  Joseph  Sheldon, 
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Zenas  C.  Ellis,  Ira  U.  Allen.  Joseph  Adams, 
Pitt  W.  Hyde,  Charles  Clark.  John  Balis,  Ben- 
jamin S.  Nichols  and  Chauncey  S.  Rumsey. 

Joseph  Sheldon,  president ;  Merritt  Clark, 
cashier,  and  Charles  Clark,  teller. 

The  bank  was  opened  in  May,  in  the  small 
building  owned  by  Alouson  Alleu,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  park,  where  it  was  kopt  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1870,  when  the  new  bank  building,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  park  being  completed,  the 
business  of  the  bank  was  removed  to  its  pres- 
ent place.  This  new  building  is  substantially 
built  of  brick,  iron  and  marble,  two  stories  high, 
and  has  one  of  Lillie's  best  bank  safes,  inside  a 
heavy  wrought  iron  vault,  and  is  pronounced 
as  secure  as  any  bank  vault  in  the  State. 

Samuel  W.  Bailey,  the  present  cashier,  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Clark  in  October,  18G5. 

LITERARY  AND  LIBRARY  SOCIETIES. 

Besides  the  movement  made  in  1799,  under 
which  books  are  said  to  have  been  procured,  a 
library  association  was  formed  in  the  town  in 
1826,  consisting  of  100  shares  at  $2,  per  share, 
and  several  hundred  volumes  were  purchased, 
some  of  which  are  still  in  existence.  Mr.  Kit- 
tredge  was  librarian  the  first  12  to  15  years. 

A  number  of  the  present  inhabitants  were 
share-owners  in  this  library;  but  the  books  be- 
ing, many  of  them,  of  a  too  metaphysical  and 
theological  character,  the  interest  in  them  was 
not  enduring,  and  the  library  at  length  became 
scattered  and  lost.  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Wakefield 
was  also  several  years  librarian. 

An  agricultural  library  of  about  100  volumes, 
including  a  set  of  Appletou's  new  American 
Cyclopedia,  was  established  in  1863,  by  an  as- 
sociation of  36  shareholders,  who  paid  each  $5, 
per  share.  This  library  contains  many  valua- 
ble scientific  books,  representing  the  most  ad- 
vanced knowledge  of  agriculture  and  whatso- 
ever concerns  the  farmer's  avocation. 

Young  men's  debating  societies  have  been 
organized  and  carried  on  successfully  through  a 
number  of  seasons,  within  the  25  years  past. 
A  young  man's  "  Lecture  Club"  was  formed  by 
ten  young  men  of  the  town,  in  November,  :64, 
for  the  purpose  of  instituting  a  course  of  lyce- 
um  lectures  at  the  town  hall,  by  somo  of  the 
prominent  literary  and  public  men  of  the 
country. 

The  course  was  opened  on  the  10th  of  De- 
cember by  J.  R.  Gilmore,  (Edmund  Kiike,)  who 
spoke  of  "  Jeff-  Davis  of  Richmond.'' 

The  course  was  not  so  well  patronized  as  ex- 
pected, and  the  members  of  the  "  Club,"  among 


whom  were  Henry  C.  Nichols,  Abraham  C. 
Wicker,  John  J.  Williams,  Win.  Pitkin,  Leon- 
ard J.  Stow,  Edward  L.  Allen,  H.  T.  Dewey 
and  A.  N.  Adams,  sustained  a  loss  of  something 
over  $1C0. 

Another  course  of  lectures  was  instituted 
by  a  union  of  many  of  the  citizens,  and  a 
sale  of  season  tickets,  in  the  winter  cf  186G 
and  '67. 

ODD  FELLOWS. 

A  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  named  '*  Eureka  Lodge  No.  22,"  was  , 
instituted  at  Fair  Haven,  June  3,  1851,  con- 
sisting of  10  members,  into  which  three  others 
were  initiated,  and  three  admitted  by  card,  on 
the  24th  of  June.  The  lodge  held  its  meetings 
in  a  hall  fitted  up  by  its  members,  in  the  east 
end  of  Leonard  Williams'  building,  now  Mr. 
Graves',  until  1855,  when  the  meetings  were 
held  for  about  one  year  in  the  hall  built  by 
Messrs.  Adams  &  Allen,  over  Mr.  Adams'  brick 
store.  The  last  member  initiated,  making  in 
all  55,  was  in  December.  1853.  The  Past 
Grands  were  I.  C.  Allen,  T.  E.  Wakefield,  Jo- 
seph Adams,  M.  B.  Dewey,  I.  Jones,  N.  Jenne, 
G.  W.  Hurlburt  and  H.  M.  Shaw. 

The  system  of  paying  benefits,  which  was 
primarily  the  cause  of  the  suspension  of  the  or- 
der, having  been  abolished,  an  effort  was  mado 
in  the  winter  of '69,  by  Grand  Commissioner  B. 
W.  Dennis,  son  of  Royal  Dennis,  formerly  of 
Fair  Haven,  to  revive  and  reinstate  "  Eureka 
Lodge  No.  22,"  and  a  dispensation  was  obtain- 
ed from  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  purpose ;  but 
there  has  not  beeu  sufficient  interest  on  the 
part  of  the  ancient  members  to  secure  the  re- 
vival of  the  order  in  the  town.  j 

THE  MASONS. 

The  lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Mas- 
ter Masons  in  Fair  Haven,  now  existing  and 
known  as  "  Eureka  Lodge,  No.  75,"  was  begun 
under  dispensation  from  the  Grand  Lodge,  ia 
June,  186b' ;  holding  its  first  regular  communi- 
cation ou  June  6,  A.  L.  5866.  The  charter  was 
granted  Jan.  10,  '67,  to  36  members  of  the  or- 
der residing  in  and  near  Fair  Haven — Simeon 
Allen  being  the  first  Master.  Edward  W.  Lid- 
dcll  the  first  Senior  Warden,  and  Hamlin  T. 
Dewey  the  first  Junior  Warden.  The  number 
of  Master  Masons  connected  with  the  lodge, 
Jan.  1,  1870,  was  106. 

A  Lod^e  of  Mark  Master  Masons  existed  in 
Fair  Haven  at  a  much  earlier  date.  It  was 
called  "  Morning  Star  Mark  Lodge,  No.  4,"  and 
was  first  convened  at  the  lodge  room  of  E.  Ash- 
ley, in  Poultney,  Feb.  20,  1810,  under  a  charter 
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or  warrant  from  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
of  the  State  of  Vermont.  Its  officers  were  "  E. 
Buell,  W.  M.,  Pliny  Adams,  S.  W.,  and  T.  Wil- 
mot,  J.  W."  At  this  first  meeting  Win.  .Miller, 
then  of  Poultney,  afterwards  of  Hampton,  X. 
T.,  and  Joel  Beaman,  an  early  resident  of  Fair 
Haven,  were  among  the  number  proposed  for 
membership. 

This  Lodge  appears  to  have  been  the  natural 
successor  of  Aurora  Mark  Lodge,  Xo.  2,  insti- 
tuted at  PouUney  under  a  warrant  from  Auro- 
ra Lodge,  Xo  25,  May  4,  1797  ;  the  officers  in- 
stalled having  been  chosen  at  a  meeting  held 
at  P6ter  B.  French's  hotel,  in  Hampton,  in 
April.  A.  L.  5797,  as  fallows  :  "  Peter  B.  French, 
W.  ML,  A.  Murry,  S.  W.,  J.  Stanley,  J.  W.,  and 
David  Erwin  of  Fair  Haven,  Treasurer."  1th- 
amar  Hebard  was  a  member  of  this  lodge,  as 
was  also  Abijah  Peet  of  West  Haven. 

The  meetings  of  the  lodge  were  h :  Id  a  part 
of  the  time  in  Hampton,  and  a  part  of  the  time 
in  Poultney.  A  new  dispensation  was  obtain- 
ed in  January,  1800,  and  the  number  of  the 
lod^e  was  changed — it  being  from  this  time 
u  Aurora  Mark  Ledge,  Xo.  16." 

The  meetings  were  only  held  occasionally — 
the  last  one  being  in  May,  1805. 

Morning  Star  Lodge  succeeding  in  February, 
1810,  the  meetings  were  held  at  Poultney  fre- 
quently, and  a  large  number  joined  it;  among 
whom  were  John  Herring,  Royal  Dennis,  John 
P.  Colburn,  Wm  J.  Billings  and  Barnabas  El- 
lis of  lair  Haven,  and  Jona.  Orms  and  Oliver 
Church  of  West  Haven. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  the  first  Monday  in 
February,  1818,  it  was  voted  that  the  lodge  be 
removed  to  Fair  Haven,  and  Samuel  Martin 
was  appointed  a  committee  to  inform  the  G.  H. 
Priest  of  the  removal 

On  the  16th  of  March,  "  agreeably  to  the 
dispensation  of  the  G-.  H.  Priest.''  Morning  Star 
Mark  Lodge  Xo.  4  convened  at  Fair  Haven. 
The  meetings  were  held  in  the  hall-room  of  Roy- 
al Dennis'  hoteL  John  P.  Colburn  was  W.  M., 
Earnabas  Ellis  S.  W..  Thomas  Cristie  J.  W. ; 
and  we  find  the  names  of  members  with  which 
we  are  familiar,  as  follows :  Moses  Colton,  M. 
Hickok.  R.  Perkins.  H.  H.  Crane,  Stephen  S. 
Bosworth,  James  Y.  Watson,  George  Warren, 
Elisha  Fat-kilL  Chauncey  Trobridge,  D.  C. 
Sproat,  M.  H.  Kidder,  A  polios  Smith,  Samuel 
Wood,  Charles  Wood,  J.  Quinton,  Jr.,  II,  W. 
Bates,  0.  Mai  an  ville,  Jacob  Willard,  John  Bea- 
man ;  and  anion?  members  from  other  towns, 
Philo  Hosford  and  Samuel  P.  Hooker  of  Poult- 
ney, and  Philip  Pond  of  Castlcton. 


The  lodge  met  several  times  a  year  at  Dennis' 
lodge-room.  From  January.  1S'2Z,  to  February. 
'26.  the  meetings  were  at  John  Bearaac'-  b  >*-«« 
— he  having  succeeded  Mr.  Dennis  in  tl  e  b 
The  last  three  meetings  of  which  we  r.ave  a 
record  were  held  at  "  J.  Greenough's  Inn.  '  :a 
Xovember,  1827 — January  and  March, 

The  lodge  seems  to  have  been  very  pre  - 
ous,  and  to  have  received  many  new  mei^c^rs, 
even  to  the  last,  notwithstanding  many,  uuabla 
to  endure  the  storm  of  anti-masonic  persecution 
which  then  raged,  withdrew  and  were  disci  ars*- 
ed  at  their  own  request.  The  lodge  apoear;  to 
have  gone  down  amid  the  waves  of  a^  angry 
public  prejudice. 

THE  GOOD  TEMPLARS. 

The  Fair  Haven  Lodge,  Xo.  92, 1.  O.  of  G.  T., 
was  chartered  Dec.  4,  186S.  and  organizei  Dec. 
18,  in  Adams'  Hall,  with  36  charter  members: 
A.  X.  Adams  being  the  first  W.  C.  T.,  and  Em- 
ma V.  Chase  the  first  W.  V.  T.  The  lodge  Las 
steadily  grown  in  strength,  interest  and  isSa- 
ence,  and  now  numbers  about  100  male  mem- 
bers, and  60  females.  The  chair  of  W.  <_'.  I. 
has  been  crediiably  filled  by  Thomas  E.  Wake- 
field and  John  W.  Eddy. 

Eryri  Lodge,  Xo.  129,  was  chartered  Feb.  3, 
1870;  Rev.  R.  L.  Herbert  first  W.  V.  T..  and 
Miss  Loisa  Williams,  first  W.  V.  T.  Tiie  lo  J  re- 
numbers at  this  time  (June  1,  1870)  SO  male 
members, and  32  females,  and  is  in  a  very  nour- 
ishing condition. 

The  two  lodges — Eryri  lodge  among  the 
Welsh,  and  Fair  Haven  lodge  among  the  Amer- 
icans— have  received  to  membersh.p  in  the  or- 
der over  300  persons. 

THE  WASIIINGTOXIAN*  TEMPERANCE  SOCIETY. 

The  great  Washingtonian  temperance  r  :'  rm 
was  organized  in  Fair  Haven,  in  ISil  and  42, 
with  a  membership  of  500  persons;  Josepa 
Adams,  pres't ;  Azel  Willard,  Jr.,  sec'j. 

Members'  names  were  engrossed  on  a  single 
sheet  in  double  columns,  and  enclosed  in  a  c  ise 
with  rollers  and  a  glass  front,  so  chat  any  name 
could  be  readily  turned  to  view.  Finely  print- 
ed pledges,  or  certificates  of  membership,  were 
given  to  members.  Large  and  enthusiastic 
meetings  were  held  in  the  meeting-house  and 
village  school-house,  and  men  long  addicted  to 
intoxication  came  forward  and  publicly  toe  k  :  e 
pledge.  Tiie  fruits  of  the  reform  were  v  -  -1 
in  the  sober  habits  aad  increased  prosperity  a£ 
the  reformers. 

THE  FAIR  HAVEN*  TOUVO  ME.v's  CHRISTIAN 
ASSOCIATION' 

Was  organized  Feb.  4,  '68  ;  A.  L,  Kellogg,  press. 
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R.  Hanger,  vice  pres't ;  James  Pottle,  cor.  secy, 
F.  H.  Shepard,  rec.  secy ;  Rev.  E.  W.  Brown, 
treas'r  ;  P.  A.  Baker,  registrar;  and  C.  Reed, 
Isaiah  Inmau  and  Richard,  Lane,  directors.  , 

The  constitution  provides  for  three  classes  of 
members — associate,  active,  and  life  members; 
aDV  person  of  good  character  being  privileged 
to  become  an  associate  member,  without  the 
right  to  vote  or  to  hold  office,  by  the  payment 
of  $1.  annually  ;  and  persons  under  45  years 
of  age,  who  are  members  in  evangelical  church- 
es, can  become  active  members,  with  exclusive 
right  to  vote  and  hold  office,  by  the  payment  of 
the  same  sum  annually.  The  same  may  be- 
come life-members  by  the  payment  of  $10,  at 
any  one  time  into  the  general  fund. 

The  annual  meeting  is  holden  on  the  last 
Sunday  evening  in  December  of  each  year. 
The  Association  opened  a  reading  and  confer- 
ence-room in  II.  Whipple's  building,  over  the 
post-office,  in  the  summer  of  1S68,  and  removed 
thence  into  the  new  and  spacious  room  over  the 
First  National  Back,  in  the  fall  of  1869. 

THE  CAMBRIAN'  CORNET  BAND. 

The  Cambrian  Cornet  Band  was  organized 
Sept.  28,  1867.    The  first  members  were  : 

Robert  W.  Jones,  Robert  J.  Evans,  John  R. 
Roberts,  John  E.  Edwards,  Robert  P.  Owens, 
Robert  J.  Roberts,  Owen  W.  Owens,  John  E. 
Roberts,  John  D.  Rowlands,  John  J.  Evans, 
John  H.  Williams,  Edward  W.  Owens,  John  R. 
Hughes,  Owen  M.  Jones. 

Present  members  : 

John  W.  Jones,  Robert  J.  Evans,  John  D. 
Rowlands,  Griffith  G-.  Jones.  Robert  J.  Roberts, 
Robert  P.  Owens,  John  E.  Edwards,  Edward 
W.  Owens,  Griffith  J.  Griffiths,  Edward  H.  Lew- 
is ;  Robert  J.  Evans,  secr'y. 

PRINTING  AND  PUBLISHING. 

After  Matthew  Lyon's  time,  the  business  of 
printing  and  publishing  was  not  carried  on  in 
Fair  Haven  until  the  year  1653.  At  that  time 
DeWitt,  son  of  Ira  Leonard,  residing  near  the 
State  line,  then  a  young  lad,  commenced  print- 
ing for  his  own  amusement,  upon  a  press  of  his 
own  construction.  He  issued  several  numbers 
of  a  small  monthly  paper  called  "The  Banner," 
in  1S54  and  '55,  using  second-hand  typo  pro- 
cured from  the  Whitehall  "  Chronicle"  office. 
Being  encouraged  by  having  several  jobs  given 
him,  he  ordered  new  type  from  time  to  time, 
from  the  foundeis,  umil  in  a  tew  years  he  had 
quite  a  complete  assortment  of  jobbing  type. 
In  '56  he  printed  and  bound  for  the  author,  Ed- 
ward L.  Allen,  a  '•  Slater's  Guide" — a  table  lor 
the  computation  of  roofing  slate.   This  was  the 


first  book  printed  in  town  subsequent  to  Mat- 
thew Lyon's  time.  One  number  of  a  small 
sheet  called  the  "  Golden  Sheaf"  was  issued  in 
January,  1861.  Business  had  increased  so 
much  that  in  November,  '61,  he  purchased  a 
Gordon  press,  the  first  power-press  ever  brought 
into  the  town.  Being  engaged  in  bookselling, 
he  issued  a  small  quarterly  or  monthly  sheet 
as  an  advertising  medium,  in  1850  and  '57. — 
In  '58-4J  a  variety  of  song-books,  ballads  and 
other  publications  were  issued  from  this  press. 
In  I860  "  Haynes'  Sermon  on  Universalism," 
and  the  ''Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  Toult- 
ney  Division,  S.  of  T."  were  among  the  works 
printed  at  this  office.  In  '62  he  published  a 
"  Washington  County  (N.  Y.)  Almanac  and 
Business  Directory,''  with  an  edition  of  sev- 
eral thousand  copies.  This  was  intended  to  bo 
a  permanent  annual  publication ;  but  the  de- 
pression of  business  consequent  upon  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  frustrated  this  plan. 

In  September,  1863.  the  first  number  of  the 
"  Fair  Haven  Advertiser"  was  issued,  as  an  ad- 
vertising medium  for  the  merchants  and  busi- 
ness men  of  the  town.  It  was  circulated  gra- 
tuitously, and  other  numbers  were  issued  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  demands  of  advertisers  re- 
quired, until  Wm.  Q.  Brown  purchased  the  of- 
fice, when  it  was  made  a  regular  monthly  pub- 
lication.   Its  circulation  was  1000  copies. 

Among  various  other  works  emanating  from 
this  office  was  a  "Quarterly  Journal,"  contain- 
ing from  32  to  36  octavo  pages,  published  by 
Ripley  Female  College,  commenced  in  Februa- 
ry, '65.  and  continued  till  February,  '66,  when 
Mr.  Leonard  sold  his  press  to  McLean  &  Rob- 
bins  of  Rutland,  and  the  type  and  other  mate- 
rial lay  unused  until  July  following,  when  Wm. 
Q.  Brown  purchased  it  and  removed  it  to  his 
dwelling-house  on  Washington  street,  and,  add- 
ing a  new  Gordon  press,  continued  the  job 
printing  business,  and  mado  the  "  Rutland 
County  Advertiser"  a  regular  monthly  paper. 
Mr.  Brown  wishing  to  remove  from  town,  sold 
his  office  back  to  DeWitt  Leonard  in  April.  '68, 
who  conducted  it  three  months,  until  July  1st, 
when  he  sold  it  to  Messrs.  Jones  and  Grose. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Grose,  a  weekly 
paper,  styled  the  "  People's  Journal,"  was  start- 
ed. A  number  of  the  leading  business  men  in 
town  assisted  them  in  purchasing  a  new  Taylftr 
Cylinder  pros  and  an  outfit  of  type  and  mate- 
rial for  the  newspaper.  The  fir.it  regular  issue 
of  this  paper  was  dated  Sent.  5,  18<>8,  Its  ed- 
itor was  Rev.  P.  Franklin  Jones,  who  was  also 
pastor  of  the  Fair  Haven  Baptist  church,  and 
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H.  Seward  Grose,  Mr.  Jones'  son-in-law,  was 
publisher.  A  part  of  the  2d  story  of  Norraou 
Peek's  dwelling,  and  the  2d  sfory  of  his  new 
building,  adjoining  the  drug-stcre,  were  occu- 
pied as  the  printing-office.  After  being  con- 
nected with  the  paper  a  few  months,  Mr.  Jones 
retired  from  the  editorial  chair,  and  Mr,  Grose 
became  editor  as  well  as  publishor. 

In  the  summer  of  18G9,  payments  not  being 
promptly  made,  the  office  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  citizens  who  had  assisted  them,  by  whom 
it  was  sold,  in  July,  '69,  to  DeWitt  Leonard 
and  E.  EL  Phelps,  who  continued  the  publica- 
tion of  the  paper,  under  the  firm  of  Leonard  & 
Phelps — the  name  of  the  paper  having  been 
changed  to  "  The-  Fair  Haven  Journal — E.  H. 
Phelps,  Editor."  This  paper  is  still  being  pub- 
lished by  these  gentlemen,  and  has  obtained  a 
good  circulation  in  Rutland  and  Addison  coun- 
ties, and  the  neighboring  towns  in  New  York 
State. 

MILITARY  AFFAIRS. 

We  find  but  slight  historical  record  of  the 
early  military  transactions  of  our  townsmen. 
In  the  grand  lists  of  1792  and  '93,  a  number 
of  persons  are  marked  as  belonging  to  the  ar- 
tillery, and  others  as  cavalry-men,  in  considera- 
tion of  which  they  were  allowed  some  deduction. 
In  1802  a  large  number  are  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  the  militia,  and  their  lists  for  state 
taxes  are  $20  less  than  their  lists  for  town 
taxes. 

Regimental  reviews  seem  to  have  been  held 
in  high  esteem.  There  was,  also,  the  annual 
June  training-day,  with  its  election  of  company 
officers,  inspection  and  drill,  and  its  ginger- 
bread and  molasses  candy,  which  some  of  us 
who  are  yet  young,  hold  anions:  our  boyhood 
remembrances,  in  this  as  in  other  towns.  This 
military  institution  prevailed  uutil  a  compara- 
tively recent  time. 

In  October,  1807,  a  meeting  was  called  "to 
see  if  the  town  will  vote  a  tax  to  raise  money 
to  purchase  ammunition  to  fill  our  magazines, 
as  the  law  directs."  On  the  4th  of  November 
the  town  voted  a  tax  of  five  mills  on  the  dol- 
lar, "to  procure  powder,  lead,  flint*,  &c.,  for 
the  town  stock  of  ammunition  for  the  militia." 
The  only  other  record  like  this  is  a  vote  passed 
in  April,  1S22,  "  to  allow  Jo,  Kingsland  for 
chest  for  town  magazine,  $1.50.'* 

In  September,  1812.  Solomon  .Norton  address- 
ed the  following  note  to  the  selectmen  : 

"  Whereas  I  am  dotatehed  for  a  campaign  in 
the  war,  it  is  inconsistent  for  me  any  longer  to 
do  the  duty  of  constable  and  c  Hector  lor  the 


town  of  Fair  LTaven  ;  therefore  you  will  accept 
this  as  my  resignation,  and  govern  yourselves 
accordingly." 

We  have  no  account  of  any  others  who  wmt 
from  Fair  Haven  into  the  war  that  year ;  but 
it  is  probable  there  were  others,  since  Mr.  Nor- 
ton was  a  major  in  a  regiment  of  enlisted 
Vermont  troops  stationed  at  Burlingron,  under 
command  of  Gen.  Jonathan  Onus,  with  whom 
Maj.  Norton  went  out  as  Adjutant,  but  came 
home  in  January,  and  sickened  and  died.  We 
have  the  list  of  the  n:;mes  of  35  men  who 
composed  the  military  company,  and  were  re- 
turned as  equipped  for  duty,  in  Fair  Haven,  in 
June,  1813,  of  which  which  Peter  Merritt  wag 
captain. 

In  1811  and  '15  there  are  42  names  returned 
— Moses  Colton,  captain. 

At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Pittsburgh,  in 
September.  1814,  a  large  company  of  men  is 
said  to  have  been  enlisted  in  the  town  to  go  to 
the  assisrance  of  the  American  army.  Moses 
Colton  was  captain  or  colonel ;  Harvey  Church 
1st  lieutenant  and  Royal  Dennis  2d  lieutenant. 
One  account  is,  that  the  company  was  partly 
enlisted  iu  the  night  time,  and  started  on  the 
way,  going  as  far  as  Benson  before  morning. 
When  within  a  few  miles  of  Pittsburgh,  a 
messenger  with  a  flag  of  truce,  came  out  and 
informed  them  that  the  battle  was  over,  and 
they  marched  home  ;  Elisha  Parkill  receving  a 
wad  in  his  foot  in  a  sham  right.  Another  re- 
port is,  that  the  company  went  as  far  as  Whit- 
ing, only,  when  they  were  met  by  runners  in- 
forming them  that  the  battle  was  fought,  and 
there  was  a  great  division  or  contention  among 
the  men  on  the  question  of  advancing  or  re- 
treating. 

Several  men  from  the  town  are  said  to  have 
been  in  the  army  at  Pittsburgh  as  substitutes, 
and  Andrew  Race  was  taken  back  by  Charles 
Leonard  as  a  deserter,  and  was  shot. 

For  a  period  of  some  twenty  years  the  nrli- 
tia  of  the  State  was  disbanded,  and  military  pa- 
rades did  not  occur  among  us. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  in  1861 
the  call  to  arms  was  made  in  our  streets,  and  a 
nhmber  of  young  men  were  enlisted.  A  com- 
pany of  cavalry  volunteers  was  recruited  in 
the  town  by  DeWitt  Leonard,  in  the  summer 
of  1.8G1,  and  was  encamped  for  a  time  in  bar- 
racks erected  on  the  laud  of  Zeuas  C.  Litis,  N. 
W.  of  his  residence. 

In  the  summer  of  '02  a  company  was  re- 
cruited here  by  James  T.  Hyde,  and  encamped 
in  barracks  near  Mr.  Ellis'. 
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The  town  had  credit  with  the  United  Stares  Government  for  the  following  named  volunteer 
soldiers — most  of  them,  but  not  all,  residents  of  the  town  : 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  THREE  TEARS.  CREDITED  PREVIOUS  TO  CALL  FOR  300,000,  OCTOBER  17,  13C3. 


Name. 
Bonville,  Adolphua 
Callagan,  Jeremiah 
Cantine,  George  A. 
Davis.  Henry 
Bowling,  Samuel 
Gilbert,  Edward 

Lee,  Moses  F. 

Lefevre,  Eli 
Lefevre,  John 
Lesearbeau,  Joseph 
Macomber.  John  H. 
Manchester,  Geo.  W 

Mather,  Asa  F. 

Mather,  Emmet 
Nichols,  Henry  C. 

Patch,  David  A. 

Pelkey.  David 
Pelkey,  Joseph 
Pelkey,  Lewis 
Pocket,  John 
Proctor.  Oscar  C. 
1  roctor,  William  H. 
Riley.  Michael 
Sheldon,  Josephs 
Sutiift*.  EmraoDs  H. 
Smith,  Albert 
Williams,  Griffith 
"Wood.  Myron 
Wood.  Zc-bedee 
Young,  Moses 


Rtgt.  Co.  Age.    Enlisted.  Remarks. 

7    C   81  Jan.  7,  18G2  Re-enlisted  February  24,  1864. 
11    C   29  July  25,    "    Deserted  .May  20,  1863. 
7    C  21  Dec.  30,1861  Sergeant,    Discharged  September  13,  1SG2. 


eav  H  22  Oct. 
cav  H  23  Sept.  30, 
28  Aug.  11, 


21  Am 


Discharged  June  13,  'b: 

Transferred  to  invilid  corps  March  15,  '6-1. 

Promoted  corporal  Oct.  10,  1803.  Mustered 
out  June  24,  '05. 


Re-enlisted  Feb.  15,  '64. 
Re.en listed  Feb.  23.  64. 
Deserted  Sept.  5,  '62. 

Promoted  1st  Lieut.,  Co.  L.,  July  11,  1863. 
1  ss  F  25  Sept.  11,  '61  Discharged  July  29,  '62. 

i Corporal,  promoted  to  Q.  M.  serg't,  Dec.  28, 
'63— to  2d  Lieut.,  Co.  C,  May  13,  '05. 
1st  Lieut.,  July  6,  '63. 


27  Jan.  8, 
C   21  Jan.  7, 
C   37  Aug.  11, 
C   26  Aug.  12, 


cav  H  21  Oct 

1  S3  F 


'61 


2  B 

11  C 

7  C 
11  C 
11  C 

2ss  E 
2ss  E 
7  C 


25  Sept.  11, 

26  June  1, 


"    Discharged  October  31,  '62. 

n     j  Promoted  corporal  Oct.  22,  61. 
j     Sept.  14,  '63. 

'62  Promoted  corporal. 
"    Re-enlisted  Feb. 


Discharged 


26,  '64. 


33  An*.  S, 

20  Jan.  1 1. 

21  Aug.  9,  " 
27  Aug.  11,  " 

19  Oct.  8,  '61  Discharged  March  22.  '62. 

21  Oct.  S,  "    Ser.  to  invilid  corps  Dec.  31,  '63. 
25  Jan  7.  '62  Musician.    Re-enlisted  Feb.  23,  '64. 

22  May  17,  '61  Discharged  April  24,  '62. 
18  Dec.  30,  "    Mustered  out  Aug.  30,  '01 
18  Aug.  9,  '62 

23  Hay  12,  '61  Deserted  Oct.  24,  '62. 

18  Aug.  9,  '62  Promoted  corporal  Aug.  2,  '63 — Serg't  Dec.  28. 

18  Dec.  11,  '61  Died  Dee.  19,  '62. 

30  Aug.  8,  '62 


CREDITS  UNDER  CALL  OF  OCTOBER  17,  1863,  FOR  300,000,  ANT)  SUBSEQUENT  CALLS. 


Bro,  Peter 


11    C   21  Dec.  12,1863 


Chase,  Theodore  cav  H  21  Dec.  7, 

Dempsey,  Michael,  Jr.  17  I 


S  To  Co.  B,  June  24,  '65. 
)     '2b,  1865. 


Mustered  out  Auo- 


Dicklow,  Joseph 

Dicklow,  Medrick 

Dicklow,  Paul  . 

Duggan,  James 
Foy,  Patrick 
Forget,  George 
Gallipo,  Joseph 
Hogau,  Michael 

Marks,  Walter  S. 

Hawkins,  William  C. 

Hooker,  Edward  T. 
Hunter,  Robert 
Kelley,  Eugene  A. 
Monroe,  Joseph  H. 
Pelkey,  Charles 
Plumtree.  John 


11 

11 

11 

9 
11 
11 
11 

cav 

17 
11 


Saddler.    To  company  B,  June  21,  '65. 
18  Mar.  28,  'C4  Died  March  27,  '65. 

j  Transferred  lo  Co.  P.  June  24,  '65.  Muster- 
(     ed  out  Aug.  25,  '65. 

j  Transferred  to  Co.  B.  June  24,  '65.  Muster- 
(     ed  out  June  29,  '65. 

I  Transferred  to  Co.  B,  June  24,  65.  Muster- 
"I     ed  out  Aug.  25,  '65. 

B  29  Dec.  8,    '63  Died  Nov.  6,  '64. 


25  July  19 

18  "  » 

19  "  ,' 


25  D^c.  7, 
21  Nov,  26, 
19  Dec.  7, 

IS  April  27, 
18  Dec.  I. 


Wounded.    In  gen.  hospital  Aug.  31,  '64. 


'64 
'63 


To  veteran  reserved  corps  Oct.  11,  1S64. 

Mustered  out  July  14,  '65. 
Died  of  wounds  received  in  action.  July 

14,  1864. 


11 

I  ss  F  20  Julv  5, 

II  K  28  Dec.  9, 


'C4  Died  Aug.  17,  ,64. 
'63  Prisoner,  June  28,  '64. 
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Names. 
Preston,  Henry 
Rudd,  Thomas 
Stewart,  Charles  Vf. 
Woodward,  Adrian  T 


Regt.  Co.  Age.  Enlisted 


Remarks. 


11  C 
9  B 
54  ms 
17  I 


21  Dec.  4,  1863  Sick  in  hospital,  Aug.  31,  1864.  Deserted. 
25  Dec.  18,    "    Died  January  11,  1865. 

Mustered  out,  June  6.  '65. 


13  Mar.  25, 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  ONE  YEAR, 

Mar.  24.  '65 


Brown,  Robert  54  ms 

Calvert,  G.  D.  11  C 

Oapen,  Nathan  S.  11  C  24 

Dolby,  Cyrus  54  ms 

Granger,  Nelson  7  0 

Hararaerston,  Henry  11  C 

Hunter,  George  54  ms 

Hunter,  Samuel  54  ms 

Manchester,  Burr  B.  11 

Murphy,  James  7 

Ormsbee,  Mansel  A.  5 

Parret,  Moses  7  C 

Sager,  Charles  W.  11  L 

VOLUNTEERS  RE-ENLISTED,  BELONGING  TO  THE  7TH  REGIMENT,  CO.  0. 

Eli  Lefevre,  John  Lefevre, 

Michael  Riley, 


Ail"-.  3    '64  Co.  B.    Mustered  out  June  24,  1865. 


D    18  Dec.  17   '64  Died  March  29,  1864. 


Adolphus  Bonville, 
Joseph  Pelkey, 


Charle3  Clark, 


Hiram  Kilbonra, 

Not  credited  by  name. 

Bos  worth  Julius  H. 
Cowley,  James  B. 
Crowley.  Cornelius 
Davey.  Vincent  C. 
Foy.  Patrick 
Grady,  Michael 
Hamilton,  Joel  W. 
Hamilton.  William  H. 
Harrison,  Charles 


PERSONS  WHO  FURNISHED  SUBSTITUTES. 

W.  B.  Esty,  Benjamin  S.  Niehols. 

NAVAL  CREDITS. 

Granville  C.  Willey. 

Three  men. 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  SINE  MONTHS. 

Humphrey,  John  Rafferty,  James 

Humphrey,  Patrick  Reardon,  Daniel 

Lee,  Benjamin  E.  Roberts,  "William  S. 

Lewis,  Richard  Rowland,  John 

Marnes,  Andrew  "Ware,  Dallas  N. 

Maynard,  English  L.  Whitlock,  Hiram  E. 

O'Brien,  Patrick  Williams,  John  H. 

Perkins.  Charles  Williams,  William  E. 

Perkins,  John  F.  Wood,  Leman. 

This  company  was  enlisted  in  the  summer  of  1862  ;  encamped  and  drilled  at  Casrleton;  Jo- 
seph Jennings,  captain  Julius  H.  Bosworth,  1st  lieutenant  and  Charles  A.  Ran,  2d  lientenant — 
mustered  into  the  U.  S.  service  at  Brattleboro,  Oct.  21,  as  company  F.  of  the  14th  Reg  of  Vt. 
Vols.,  and  left  the  State  Oct.  22.  The  regiment  did  service  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
in  Virgiuia,  during  the  winter,  and  took  an  active  and  honorable  part  in  the  battle  of  Get- 
tysburg, in  Jnly.  '63 — 1st  lieutenant  Bosworth  receiving  a  severe  wound  in  the  leg  from  the 
fragments  of  a  shell,  and  Wm.  H.  Hamilton,  who  was  leading  another  eompauy,  being  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  dying  on  the  field. 

The  residue  of  the  Fair  Haven  volunteers  returned  to  their  homes. 

PERSONS  WHO  PAID  COMMUTATION  UNDER  DRAFT. 

James  Donnelly.  John  W.  Eddy,  Edgar  S.  Ells,  Robert  W.  Jones,  Rollin  M.  Kidder,  Wesley 
Lee,  Oliver  K.  Ranney,  John  Ryan,  C.  Wesley  Sutliff,  Edward  J.  Stannard,  Abraham  S.  Taber, 
John  J.  Williams. 

VOLUNTEERS  FOR  ONE  TEAR,  REPORTED  AFTER  SEPTEMBER  30,  1864. 

Homer  Belden,  Lewis  Pickett.  William  W.  Collins,  William  A.  West,  English  L.  B.  Maynard  ; 
all  belonging  to  7th  Reg't,  Co.  C,  except  Homer  Belden,  who  belonged  to  the  5th  Reg*t. 

PERSONS  WHO  SENT  SUBSTITUTES. 

Andrew  N.  Adams,  Reuben  T.  Ellis,  William  Preston,  Corril  Reed,  Abraham  C.  Wicker. 

PERSONS  ENLISTED  BY  DEWITT  LEONARD,  BELONGING  TO  FAIR  HAVEN. 

Nelson  Allard,  Fred  H.  Campbell.  Richard  Gleason,  Robert  Pugh,  Emerson  Tabor,  Granville 
C.  Willey,  Lieut. :  enlisted  for  the  Harlan  cavalry,  at  Fair  Haven,  in  August  and  S  >pt(  ml  er,  '61, 
and  mustered  in  as  Vermont  Volunteers,  at  Albany,  September  24th,  whence  they  went  on  to 
Philadelphia,  and  were  afterwards  ordered  to  Washington,  and  attached  to  the  Harris  Light  Cav- 
alry, under  Col.  Davies  ;  Gen.  Kilpatrick  being  then  Lieut.  Col.  of  the  regiment. 
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BOUNTIES  PAID  BY  THE  TOWN'  TO  VOLUNTEERS  AND  SOLDIERS,  IN  THE  "WAR  OF  13GI-5,  EAVLU 
OF  DONATIONS  MADE  TO  MEMBERS  OF  JAMES  T.  HYDE'S  COMPANY. 

To  the  27  nine  months'  men  and  5  others,  who  enlisted,  $60  each,  $2,120.00 
To  volunteers  under  the  call  of  October,  1863,  as  follows: 
18  reeived  $500  each, 

2     '*        300  each, 

2     "        100  each, 

1  " 

To  volunteers  for  one  year,  from  $300  to  $800  each,  :  total, 
To  substitutes. 

To  volunteers  for  one  year,  reported  after  September,  1S64,  $400  each, 
To  volunteers  re-enlisted,  $100  each, 


$9,000 
600 
200 

70o— 10, 500.no 
5,915.00 
1,333  33 
2,000.00 
500.00 


To  substitutes  in  1865, 


SCHOOL  AFFAIRS. 

Tilley  Gilbert,  who  first  came  to  Fair  Haven 
in  17S8,  was  employed  by  Col.  Lyon  as  a  teach- 
er, and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  old  plank 
school-house,  the  first  in  the  village,  was  built 
by  Col.  Lyon  about  this  time.  It  stood  on  the 
ground  south  of  the  old  meeting-house. 

Jo! in  Brown,  a  young  man  of  cultivation 
and  refinement  from  Rho.ie  Island,  and  a  broth- 
er-in-law  of  Ethan  Whipple,  Esq.,  appears  to 
have  been  employed  as  teacher  in  the  village 
distric,  in  1793.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  beautiful 
peuman,  and  made  the  records  of  the  town  lor 
Dr.  Witherell,  who  was  town  clerk  for  the  year 
1792,  and  was  afterwards  himself  town  clerk. 

Of  those  who  taught  school  in  the  village  dis 
trict  at  an  early  day,  besides,  we  are  told,  one 
Bolles,  an  Irishman,  who,  besides  teaching,  in 
Fair  Haven,  taught  also,  prior  to  1S03,  one 
year  near  the  old  Episcopal  church,  on  Hamp- 
ton hill,  and  two  years  in  Poultuey — Rev.  Dr. 
N.  S.  S.  Beaman  and  Hon.  Rcllin  C.  Mallory 
attending  his  schools,  and  fitting  for  college 
under  him.  A  man  from  Poultney  by  the  name 
of  Claudin  is  said  to  have  taught  here,  and  also 
Charles  Hawkins,  Jr.,  prior  to  the  year  1,805. 
Rev.  Dr.  Beaman  taught  in  the  old  log  school- 
house,  south  of  the  meeting-house.  Ethan 
Whipple,  clerk  of  the  district,  makes  return  in 
March,  1S04,  that  there  are  52  children  in  the 
district  of  sufficient  age  to  attend  school.  Tilly 
Gilbert,  clerk  of  the  district,  returned  the  num- 
ber of  44  for  the  years  1799  and  1S00. 

Elias  Hickok  says  he  taught  a  school  one 
winter  in  the  old  school -house  on  the  Green, 
and  had  97  scholars  for  6  weeks.  He  also 
taught  the  first  school  in  the  new  school-house, 
which  was  built  in  the  summer  of  1805. 

Rev.  Rufus  S.  Cusliraan  says  of  this  house: 
"  The  old  yellow  school-house  I  remember  well, 
whoso  chief  external  attraction  was  the  belfry, 
in  which  hung,  for  a  long  time,  the  only  bell  in 
town,  and  the  steeple,  whose  weathor-vane  was 
a  rich,  the  mark  of  many  a  snow-ball." 


4. 00  0.00 

Total,  $36,368.33 
This  house,  made  of  wood,  stood  until  1812, 
and  was  the  scene  of  many  a  large  singing- 
school,  scholars'  exhibition  and  temperance 
and  political  rally.  In  the  absence  of  any  town 
hall  it  was  used  for  meetings  of  every  kind  and 
name.  Its  place  was  supplied  by  a  brick  build- 
ing, smaller  on  the  ground,  but  of  two  stories 
in  height,  built  a  little  to  the  eastward  of  ti  e 
first,  by  Adams  Dutton,  Esq.,  in  1S42,  which, 
not  answering  the  wants  of  the  district,  was 
removed  in  '61,  and  the  present  school  building 
under  the  town  hall  was  erected  in  the  summer 
of  '61 — the  building  committee  acting  in  con- 
junction with  the  town  committee  to  build  a 
town  house. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  AFFAIRS. 

The  ecclesiastical  action  of  the  settlers  of  Fair 
Haven  appears  to  have  been  begun  in  their  ca- 
pacity as  a  town  organization,  in  the  fall  of 
I  1786.  when  a  town  meeting  was  held  at  Sain- 
I  uel  Stannard's,  on  the  5th  of  September,  Col. 
|  M.  Lyon  being  moderator :   and  it  was  voted 
;  "  not  to  divide  the  town  into  two  societies;'' 
I  the  "  societies"  having  the  character,  no  doubt, 
i  of  •'  parishes" — such  as  existed  at  that  day  un- 
|  der  the  state  laws  in  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut. 

At  another  meeting,  held  at  the  same  place, 
|  December  4th.  Silas  Safibrd,  Esq.,  being  mod- 
I  erator,  it  was  voted  "  to  hire  a  minister;"  and 
!  Thomas  Dickson  was  chosen  a  committee  "  to 
j  treat  with  Benson  committee  how  they  shall 
J  proceed."  A  tax  of  two  pence  on  the  pound, 
on  the  list  of  17S6,  was  voted,  and  Joel  Ham- 
ilton was  chosen  collector. 

Nearly  two  years  later,  Sept.  2,  '88,  Thomas 
Dickson,  Dr.  Simeon  Smith  and  Isaac  Cutler, 
were  chosen  to  hire  a  minister  to  preach  one 
half  the  time  at  Matthew  Lyon's,  and  tiie  other 
I  half  at  or  near  Eleazer  Dudley's,  and  the  com- 
i  mittee  were  authorized  to  lav  a  tax  to  pay  the 
;  minister.    The  March  meeting  of  1789  re-ap- 
pointed the  last  year's  committee  to  hire 
■  preaching. 


FAIR  HAVEN. 


715 


la  September,  1790,  the  same  committee 
were  appointed  "  to  hire  preaching  for  the  year 
ensuing,  to  the  amount  of  £60,  to  be  paid  in 
grain,  beef,  pork,  or  iron,"  and  the  selectmen 
directed  "  to  make  a  rate  for  the  purpose,  to  bo 
collected  by  the  town  collector  "  Dec.  26,  '91, 
it  was  voted  "  to  dismiss  the  committee  to  hire 
preaching.''  "We  do  not  learn  who  was  emoloy- 
ed  to  preach  to  the  inhabitants. 

The  first  meeting-house  in  the  town,  the  same 
building  that  now  constitutes  Dan  Orms'  dwel- 
ling-house, built,  no  doubt,  mainly  by  Col.  Ly- 
on, though  said  to  have  been  built  by  Deacon 
Daniel  Munger,  and  which  stood,  at  that  time, 
in  the  public  highway  further  south  than  now, 
must  have  been  built  in  the  year  H91,  as  the 
March  meeting  of  '92  was  the  first  which  was 
held  in  the  meeting-house.  "While  used  for  a 
meeting-house,  this  building  was  never  plaster- 
ed or  finished. 

The  first  minister  of  whom  we  hear  as  hired 
to  preach  in  this  house,  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Far- 
ley, a  young  man  whom  Deacon  Munger  found 
in  Poultney  about  1S03,  or  previously.  He 
boarded  with  Maj.  Tilly  Gilbert,  while  he  was 
resident  in  the  Lyon  house,  which  stood  on  the 
ground  of  the  Vermont  Hotel. 

The  Reverend  Joseph  Mills  appears  to  have 
been  employed  during  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1805:  preaching  alternately  every  other 
Sunday  in  West  Haven  and  Fair  Haven.  He 
preached  his  farewell  discourse  in  West  Haven 
June  30th.  On  the  5th  of  July  the  church 
voted  "  that  a  call  be  given  to  Mr.  Joseph  Mills 
to  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  church  of 
Christ  in  Fair  Haven  and  West  Haven,  and  that 
Timothy  Brainard  and  Asahel  Munger  be  a 
committee  to  make  out  the  call."  But  Mr.  Mills 
did  not  choose  to  remain  ;  and  Rev.  Silas  Hig- 
ley  preached  for  a  time  in  the  last  part  of  the 
year,  and  first  pnrt  of  180tf — the  church  vot- 
ing, Jan.  2d,  that  it  was  "expedient  to  give  Si- 
las Higley  a  call  to  settle  as  a  pastor  over  this 
church  and  people."  Paul  Scott  and  Asahel 
Munger  were  made  a  committee  to  present  the 
call. 

"  The  church  of  Christ,  in  Fair  Haven  and 
West  Haven"  was  formed  Nov.  15,  1S03 — Rev. 
Dan  Kent  of  Benson  being  moderator,  and  Asa- 
hel Munger  clerk.  Another  church  was  organ- 
ized in  West  Haven,  Dee.  23.  1816* 

THE  FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  SOCIETY  OF  FAIR 
HAVE.V 

Was  organized  Jan.  2,  1806 — the  first  meeting 
being  held  at  the  schoohhouse — Asher  Huggins, 
who  resided  ia  West  Haven,  moderator,  and 


Joel  Hamilton,  clerk ;  Curtis  Kelsey,  treasur- 
er; Timothy  Brainard,  Paul  Scott  and  Calvin 
Munger,  committee,  and  Oren  Kelsey  collect- 
or.   It  was 

"  Voted  to  give  Silas  Higley  a  call  to  settle 
as  minister  of  the  society,  provided  $300  can 
be  raised  for  his  salary;  he  to  have  the  $300 
in  six  months  after  settlement,  and  hold  it, 
provided  he  remain  six  years ;  if  not.  he  to 
pay  back  $50  eacii  year  lie  falls  short,  and  this 
to  go  back  to  the  subscribers." 

Tilly  Gilbert,  Silas  S;iffbrd  and  Roger  Per- 
kins were  a  committee  to  join  the  committee  of 
the  church  in  giving  the  call. 

Mr.  Higley  did  not  remain,  but  the  place  was 
supplied  by  another  candidate,  Rufus  Cushman, 
who  had  graduated  from  Williams  College  in 
1805,  and  studied  with  Rev.  Samuel  Whitman, 
D.  D.  On  the  18th  December,  '06,  the  society 
voted  to  givo  Mr.  Cushman  a  call,  "provided 
fifty  pounds  can  be  raised  by  subscription  for 
his  yearly  salary,  to  preach  one  half  the  time, 
and  the  sum  of  $200  as  a  settlement."  Curtis 
Kelsey  and  Asahel  Munger  were  appointed  to 
extend  the  call  on  the  part  of  the  society.  The 
church  voted  on  the  19th  to  join  in  the  call,  and 
chose  Asher  Huggins,  Timothy  Brainard  and 
Silas  Safford  a  committee  to  act  in  its  behalf. 
Mr.  Cushman  was  ordained  and  installed  Feb. 
12,  '07.  The  society  voted,  at  a  meeting  held 
at  Maj.  Gilbert's  house  January  19,  to  raise  $20 
to  defray  the  expense,  and  to  request  Dr.  Se- 
lah  Gridley  to  write  an  ode  for  the  occasion, 
and  Mr.  Doolittle  to  form  a  tune  for  the  same, 
and  to  sing  an  anthem  at  the  close,  if  agreea- 
ble to  the  council. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  1810,  application  was 
made  to  Joel  Hamilton,  society's  clerk,  by  Jo- 
seph Sheldon,  Lewis  Stone  and  Tilly  Gilbert, 
"  to  warn  a  meeting  of  the  Congregational  So- 
ciety to  consider  the  propriety  of  building  a 
new  meetingdiouse,  and  to  sell  the  old  one.'' 
A  vote  was  taken  May  2d,  to  build  a  meeting- 
house ''for the  use,  benefit  and  accommodation  of 
the  first  Congregational  society  in  Fair  Haven,  to 
be  denominated  and  known  by  the  name  of  the 
First  Congregational  meetingdiouse  in  Fair  Ha- 
ven," and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  prepare  a 
plan  and  report  the  expense,  viz:  Samuel  Stan- 
nard,  Tilly  Gilbert,  Thomas  Wilmot,  Jacob  Da- 
vey,  Moses  Colton,  Eleazer  Claghorn  and  Curtis 
Kelsey,  who  reported  at  an  adjourned  meeting, 
May  14,  that  the  cost  of  a  house  53  by  40  feetj 
with  36  pews  below,  steeple,  belfry,  &c,  simi- 
lar to  the  Poultney  Baptist  meeting-hou«e, 
would  bo  $2,400.  The  report  was  accepted, 
and  the  committee  requested  to  "  report  at  the 
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next  meeting  the  proper  place  to  set  said  | 
house;"  to  prepare  a  plan,  and  put  a  valuation 
on  the  pews ;  aud  they  were  authorized  to  sell  I 
the  pews  at  oublic  auction. 

At  a  meeting,  May  21st,  Tilly  Gilbert,  Samu- 
el Stannard,  Jacob  Davey,  Curtis  Kelsey,  Thom- 
as Wilniot,  Eleazer  Claghorn,  Joel  Hamilton, 
Silas  Sauford  and  Daniel  Hunter,  were  chosen 
to  superintend  building,  as  soon  as  $2,400 
could  be  raised. 

The  meeting  voted  that  if  the  pews  shonld 
sell  for  more  than  enough  to  finish  the  house, 
the  committee  should  be  authorized  to  apply 
6ueh  excess  to  the  purchase  of  a  site,  and  to 
the  purchase  of  a  bell.  There  were  sold  33 
pews — the  highest  price  paid  being  $170,  by 
Thomas  Wilmot.  and  the  lowest  $26,  by  Mr. 
Wilmot,  and  the  total  amount  of  sales  $2,792. 

The  house  was  raised  on  the  10th  of  May, 
1811,  and  dedicated  18th  of  June,  1812— 
Rev.  X.  S.  S.  Eeaman  preaching  the  dedicatory 
sermon,  which  was  published.  There  are  maay 
who  remember  this  old  meeting-house,  with  its 
high  galleries,  tall  pulpit  and  square  box  pewst 
all  made  of  the  purest  materials,  and  ornament- 
ed in  the  highest  style  of  workmanship — Elisha 
»5cott  and  Lewis  Stone  being  the  principal 
workmen. 

The  house  stood  as  finished,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  a  new  pulpit  put  up  in  1837  or  '38,  un- 
til 1840,  when  some  of  the  timbers  in  the  spire 
becoming  unsafe,  the  spire  itself  was  taken 
down  by  Azel  Willard,  Jr.,  and  the  steeple  fin- 
ished with  turrets  above  the  belfry,  in  which 
shape  it  stood  until  about  '51,  when  the  whole 
house  was  remodeled  hy  Charles  Scott,  son  of 
Elisha  Scott,  and  another  steeple  raised  in  the 
form  in  which  it  now  stands. 

Alexander  Dunahue.  who  died  in  Castleton 
in  August,  1814.  bequeathed  to  the  town  of 
Fair  Haven  "  a  bell  to  weigh  between  500  and 
600  pounds" 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cushman  died  Feb.  3,  1829. 
Ou  the  22d  day  of  April  following,  the  church 
and  society  united  in  a  call  to  Rev.  Amos  Dru- 
ry  of  West  Rutland,  to  supply  the  vacancy  in 
the  pastorship  occasioned  by  Mr.  Cushman's 
death,  and  Mr.  Drury  accepted  the  call  on  the 
same  day,  and  was  installed  on  the  6th  of  May, 
the  sermon  being  preached  by  Rev.  Beriah 
Green  of  Brandon,  and  the  prayer  of  installa- 
tion made  by  Rev.  Jo*iah  Hopkins  of  New 
Haven.  Mr.  Drury's  ministry  continued  until 
May,  '37. 

On  the  3d  of  August,  '38,  the  society  in- 
structed the  standing  committee  to  give  Rev. 


I  Charles  Doolittle  a  call  to  become  pastor  of  the 
church  and  society,  promising  him  a  salary  of 
I  $450,  and  the  use  of  a  parsonage  as  good  aa 
the  place  occupied  by  Mr.  A.  Allen.  Sept.  30, 
'39,  the  society  voted  to  hire  Mr.  Doolittle,  "if 
he  can  be  obtained  for  the  year  ensuing.'' 

Toted,  Oct.  6,  '40,  to  give  Rev.  Francis  C. 
Woodworth  a  call  to  become  the  minister  of 
the  society,  on  a  salary  of  $400,  and  the  use 
of  the  parsonage  from  June  previous. 

Mr.  Woodworth  was  installed  over  the  soci- 
ety Oct.  28,  '40  ;  dismissed  on  account  of  dl 
health,  Sept.  22,  '41 ;  died  June  5,  '59,  aged  45 
years 

A  committeo  was  chosen  Feb.  10,  '42,  to 
hire  Rev.  Philo  Canfield  for  2  years,  and  Mr. 
Canfield  preached  in  the  town  2  or  3  years. 

Aug.  19,  '44,  the  committee  were  instructed 
to  hire  the  Rev.  Mr.  Iline,  "  with  or  without  a 
view  to  settlement." 

Rev.  J.  B.  Shaw  of  North  Granville,  N.  Y., 
commenced  supplying  the  pulpit  in  May,  '46, 
and  received  a  call  to  settle  as  pastor,  on  a  sal- 
ary of  $400  and  the  use  of  the  parsonage,  iu 
Januarv,  '47.  He  was  installed  Feb.  16th — 
Rev.  Charles  Walker  of  Pittsford  preaching  the 
sermon.  Mr.  Shaw  was  dismissed  from  his 
pastorship  on  the  13th  of  Nov.,  '50,  by  a  coun- 
cil called  for  the  purpose. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Wing  preached  as  a  candidate 
in  '51.  A  call  was  given  in  April,  '52,  to  Rev. 
Rufus  S.  Cusliman  of  Orwell,  to  settle  as  pas- 
tor of  the  parish,  which  was  declined.  At  the 
same  meeting  a  vote  was  passed  *'  to  allow  tne 
church  to  be  opened  lor  preaching  only  by 
evangelical  ministers." 

A  call  was  given  to  Rev.  S.  I.  Hcrrick  of 
Crown  Point,  in  October,  1852,  to  settle  over 
the  church  and  society,  and  Mr.  llerrck  became 
"the  stated  supply"  of  the  pulpit  from  August, 
'52,  till  October,  '55,  when  he  removed  with 
his  family  to  Grinned,  Iowa. 

Rev.  Dr.  Edward  W.  Hooker  commenced 
preaching  with  the  society  in  April,  '56,  and 
was  installed  as  pastor  August  20th.  It  was 
voted  May  17th,  to  give  him  a  salary  of  $500, 
and  the  use  of  the  parsonage,  he  was  dismiss- 
ed from  his  charge  Nov.  18,  '02,  aud  the  pulpit 
was  supplied  from  year  to  year  by  Rev.  R.  L. 
Herbert,  of  the  Welch  chapel,  until  the  spring 
of '09 — he  preaching  one  sermon  on  Sunday 
{  forenoon,  and  occasionally  a  (hs\5cravse  on  Suu- 
day  evening. 

The  subject  of  providing  a  parsonage  was 
first  agitated  at  a  a  meeting  held  Oct.  7,  1838, 
,  and  $800  was  afterward  raised  for  that  put  pose. 
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METHODISM. 

There  were  Methodists  in  the  town  at  an 
early  period.  Some  among  the  first  settlers  be- 
longed to  this  persuasion — among  whom  we 
hear  of  the  Ballards,  Stephen  Holt,  and  Joshua 
Holt,  his  son.  Mr.  Holt  is  said  to  have  been 
very  devoted  to  his  religious  exercises ;  and 
on  one  occasiou  was  praying  very  loud,  on  a 
dark  night,  under  an  appletree,  when  two  per- 
sons, Solomon  Cleveland  and  Wales  Fuller, 
who  were  passing  at  the  time,  disturbed  their 
devotions  by  throwing  clubs  into  the  tree. — 
Rev.  Lorenzo  Dow  preached  at  Mr.  Holt's 
house  about  1 796  or  '97. 

Beriah  Rogers  is  said  to  have  had  Methodist 
preaching  at  his  house.  There  probably  were 
others  who  were  favorable  to  some  form  of  re- 
ligion, and  united  with  the  Arminians  of  the 
time,  who  were  then  the  liberal  party  as  oppos- 
ed to  the  Calvinists,  by  whom  the  Methodists 
were,  for  many  years,  deemed  heretics  outside 
the  pale  of  Christian  recognition. 

In  1827  Fair  Haven  formed  part  of  a  circuit 
with  Castleton.  Meetings  were  held  once  in  2 
weeks  in  the  school-house,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hazleton  was  the  preacher.  He  was  succeed- 
ed by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Ayres,  by  Rev.  C.  R. 
"Wilkins,  and  by  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart. 

Fair  Haven  was  afterwards  connected  with 
East  Whitehall,  and  was  supplied  for  2  years, 
about  '38,  by  Rev.  Albert  Chaplain.  Rev.  Joel 
Squires  supplied  for  2  years,  and  a  Rev.  Mr. 
Cooper  was  supplying,  assisted  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Jesse  T.  Peck  and  others,  from  the  seminary  at 
Poultney,  when  the  subscription  was  raised  to 
build  the  church  about  '42  or  '43. 

The  church  was  built  in  '43,  and  the  minis- 
ters who  were  sent  here  by  the  Troy  Confer- 
ence were  the  Rev.  Mr.  Graves,  Rev.  Matthias 
Ludlum,  Rev.  Godfrey  Saxe,  Rev.  J.  E.  Bow- 
en,  Rev.  Thomas  Pierson,  Rev.  John  Hasse- 
lum,  Rev.  David  Osgood,  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith, 
Rev.  H.  Ford,  Rev.  P.  H.  Smith,  Rev.  John 
Thompson,  Rev.  Hannibal  H.  Smith,  Rev.  A. 
Viele,  and  Rev.  R.  Fox.  Rev.  M.  Ludlum  has 
been  stationed  with  the  society  twice.  The 
first  settled  ministers  were  young,  unmarried 
men,  and  usually  remained  but  one  year.  The 
later  ones  have  been  settled,  most  of  them,  2 
years  each.  Rev.  II.  H.  Smith  was  here  but 
one  year.  Rev.  Mr.  Fox  has  been  with  the  so- 
ciety 3  years. 

In  '53  the  society  bought  land  and  erected  a 
parsonage  north  of  their.ehurch — Rev.  Mr.  Ford 
being  here  at  the  time.  In  '67,  under  Mr.  Fox's 
ministry,  the  church  building  was  greatly  en« 


larged  and  improved,  and  is  now  the  largest  in 
the  place. 

The  society  has  received  many  accessions 
from  people  who  have  moved  into  the  town,  and 
is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

WELSH  RELIGIOUS  MEETINGS. 

Occasional  religious  services  and  preaching 
in  the  Welsh  language  took  place  in  the  town 
in  the  summer  of  1851 — Rev.  Evan  Griffiths  of 
Utica,  and  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Jones  of  Rome,  X. 
Y.,  visiting  the  place  during  that  season.  Reg- 
ular meetings  were  commenced  at  the  school- 
house  early  in  the  year  '53 — Rev.  Griffith  Jones 
being  the  pastor.  In  '57,  "  The  Welsh  Protect- 
ant Society  of  Fair  Haven"  erected  a  brick 
church  on  the  east  side  of  Main  Street — cost 
about  $3,500. 

In  the  spring  of  '59  Rev.  G.  Jones  was  dis- 
missed, and  he  removed  to  Cambria,  Wisconsin. 
Soon  after  his  departure  a  portion  of  the  society 
left  the  church  and  built  a  new  edifice  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  organized  a  so- 
ciety called  "The  Welsh_  Call  inistic  Method- 
!  ist."  In  January,  '60,  Rev.  R.  L.  Herbert,  then 
of  TJtica,  N.  Y.,  accepted  a  call  from  the  Fair 
Hftven  Welsh  Protectant  Society,  and  has  con- 
tinued the  pastor  of  the  society  to  the  present 
time,  (1870.)  The  society  is  free  from  debt — 
has  a  membership  of  95,  an  average  attendance 
at  its  meetings  of  170,  and  of  J  00  at  the  sab- 
hath  school.  Its  services  are  conducted  in  the 
Welsh  language,  except  one  service  in  English 
on  Sunday  afternoons. 

Of  the  Welsh  Presbyterians,  or  Calvinistic 
Methodists,  the  Rev.  Daniel  T.  Rowland,  who 
came  hither  from  Wisconsin,  was  pastor  about 
10  months.  Rev.  John  Jones,  from  Wales, 
preached  in  Fair  Haven  and  Middle  Granville, 
alternately,  about  2  years.  Rev.  E.  W.  Brown 
came  hither  from  Alleghany  College,  Meadville, 
Pa.,  in  the  fall  of  '65,  and  was  pastor  of  the 
society  about  3  years.  Ho  was  succeeded  in 
'69  by  Rev.  Robert  V.  Griffiths  from  Wales. 

ST.  LOUIS  CATHOLIC  CHURCn. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Boissonnault  is  now  pastor  of  the 
church  ;  supplying,  also,  the  church  at  Orwell 
one  Sunday  in  each  month.  This  church  was 
built  in  the  fall  of  '69— about  $400  of  the  ex- 
pense being  raised  from  a  fair  holden  at  the 
town  hall,  and  the  balance  by  subscription. 

TnE  BAPTIST  CnURCH 

Was  organized  Dec.  14,  1S67,  with  31  mem- 
bers, most  of  whom  were  from  the  church  at 
Hydovillo  ;  Alonson  Allen  and  I.  N.  Churchill 
deacons. 

Meetings  were  first  held  in  tho  chapel  over 
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Mr.  Adams'  store,  and  afterward  in  the  town 
halL  Preaching  was  supplied  for  a  time  by 
Revs.  L.  Howard  aDd  0.  Cunningham  of  Rut- 
land, and  H.  L.  Grose,  then  of  Ballston,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  P.  F.  Jones  became  pastor  in  June,  '68, 
and  was  dismissed  after  10  months.  Rev.  D. 
Spencer  became  the  pastor  in  September,  '69. 
The  corner  stone  of  the  new  church  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  common  was  laid  with  religious 
ceremonies  on  the  afternoon  of  June  2,  IS  TO 
— addresses  being  delivered  on  the  occasion  by 
Revs.  E.  R.  Sawyer,  J.  Freeman,  W.  W.  At- 
water,  E.  P.  Hooker,  J.  Goad  by,  and  by  the 
pastor,  Rev.  P.  Spencer. 

The  articles  deposited  in  the  corner-slone 
were  :  The  articles  of  the  Faith  of  the  church  ; 
the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  church  and 
society,  with  the  names  of  the  trustees  and 
building  committee  ;  the  name  of  the  architect 
and  builder ;  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  sub- 
scribers towards  the  erection  of  this  building ; 
a  history  of  the  Sunday-school  connected  with 
the  church,  and-the. names  of  its  officers;  his- 
-^TJ  of  clie  Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
of  Fair  Haven,  with  the  names  of  its  officers  ; 
History  of  Fair  Haven,  by  A.  N.  Adams;  Le- 
gislative Directory  for  13G7  ;  Fair  Haven  Jqut-_ 
nal,  Rutland  Herald,  New  York  Tribune,  Ex- 
aminer and  Chronicle,  Watchman  and  Reflector ; 
collection  of  coins  and  stamps  represeutiRg  the 
currency  of  the  country. 

LETTER  FROM  REV.  X.  S.  S.  BEAMAX,  D.  D. 

My  Dear  Scr  :  I  taught  a  district  school  in 
Fair  Haven  in  the  winter  of  1804,  having  a 
certificate  of  a  freshman's  stauding  in  Williams 
C ollcge,  intending  soon  to  join  Middldbury  Col- 
lege. But  my  knowledge  of  your  town  did  not 
commence  with  my  school,  as  my  childhood 
was  spent  within  3  miles  of  your  village,  and  I 
was  17  years  old  just  before  I  commenced 
teaching  in  that  place.  The  early  inhabitants 
of  Fair  Haven  I  knew,  as  most  boys  know 
their  near  or  more  remote  neighbors — the  fami- 
lies by  s:ght  and  by  name,  and  the  young  folks 
more  intimately. 

I  have  kept  no  record  except  that  of  memo- 
ry, and.  though  blessed  with  a  somewhat  reten- 
tive and  ready  one,  I  can  now  give  you  only 
what  may  be  reasonably  expected  from  the 
hasty  recollections  of  a  man  of  84  years  of  age. 

I  knew  Col.  Matthew  Lyon  ;  and  when  I 
wa-  quite  a  small  lad  I  was  intimately  acquaint- 
ed with  his  family,  especially  with  ono  of  his 
sons,  Chittenden, — named,  I  suppose,  from  gov- 
ernor Chittenden.  AVe  all  familiarly  called  him 
"  Chit."    He  was  a  bright  boy,  but  inflamma- 1 


ble  and  impulsive  as  a  torpedo,  or  a  wttch-quiil. 
I  came  very  near  bocoming  involved  in  an  Irish 
row  with  him,  because  I  modestly  declined 
pledging  him  in  a  u  brandy  smash,"  in  modern 
improved  parlance — then  called  a  "brandy, 
sling,"  which  he  had  paid  as  one  of  the  heads 
of  opposite  parties  in  a  game  of  base  ball. 

Of  the  other  children  of  CoL  Lyon  I  knew 
less  than  of  "  Chit.''  because  we  were  about  of 
the  same  age — he  being  less  than  one  year  old- 
er than  myself  The  family  removed  to  Ken- 
tucky, then  known  as  "  the  new  State."  I  well 
remember  watching  the  emigrant  wagons  as 
they  passed  through  Hampton,  making  a  fine 
display  of  their  imposing  white  canvass,  pro- 
claiming their  departure  to  the  great  unknown 
South-west.  It  was  a  thing  to  be  talked  about 
and  remembered. 

Col.  Lyon's  wife  was  highly  spoken  of;  and 
they  had  one  daughter  famed  for  personal  beau- 
ty and  many  accomplishments.  My  impression 
is  that  she  and  others  died  soon  after  arriving 
in  Kentucky.  Col  L.  was  a  member  of  Con- 
gress from  Vermont,  and  was  re-elected  from 
his  new  residence.  He  was  a  native  of 'the 
Green  Isle  of  the  ocean,  and  possessed  all  the 
qualities  of  his  race.  He  had  talents,  but  they 
were  rough  and  unhewed  from  the  quarry,  and 
would  have  appeared  more  comely  in  the  eyes 
of  most  men,  if  he  had  been  subjected  to  the 
polish  of  the  chisel. 

As  to  Dr.  Witherell,  I  knew  him  well  for 
many  years,  as  he  was  my  father's  family  phy- 
sician. He  was  a  man  of  fine  manly  appear- 
ance, tall  and  well  proportioned.  In  his  pro- 
fession he  was  considered  among  the  first  in 
the  neighboring  towns.  He  was  agreeable  in 
his  manners,  and  inclined  to  be  facetious  in  hia 
visits  to  his  patients,  deeming  a  pleasant  face 
one  of  the  best  potions  he  could  possibly  ad- 
minister at  his  first  visit.  He  was  a  man  of 
considerable  reading  beyond  his  profession,  and 
he  had,  as  was  said,  several  philosophical  works 
of  the  French  atheistical  and  deistical  class, 
which  were  quite  popular  among  certain  politi- 
cians of  that  day.  It  has  been  asserted  that 
Prophet  Miller,  of  Hampton,  was  in  the  habit 
of  dipping  into  these  works  about  the  time  of 
Mr.  Madison's  war  with  Englaud.  and  that  he 
was  the  expounder  of  Voltair  and  other  infidels 
before  he  engaged  with  Daniel  and  the  other 
prophets.  I  record  this  fiom  popular  rumor 
and  belief,  and  not  from  my  own  personal 
knowledge  ;  but  circumstances  might  be  stated 
to  confirm  the  position.  That  the  future  propU- 
l  ct  was  tho  pupil  of  the  Doctor  is  well  known. 
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I  have  said  that  Dr.  TV.,  -while  in  Fair  Haven, 
was  inclined  to  facetiousness,  and  I  may  add  to 
joeoseness  or  puuning,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
founding those  who  thought  but  little,  or  not 
at  alL  His  associations  were  sometimes  such 
as  to  puzzle  &  philosopher  or  a  fool.  I  recollect 
he  one  morning  came  into  my  father's  laughing 
heartily  at  the  wonderment  into  which  he  had 
thrown  a  simple  neighbor  by  saying  to  him : 

"TVeil,   •  ft  's  muQ9V^  hot,  and  chilly 

this  morning.''  In  analyzing  the  adjectives  the 
man  remained  silent,  and  the  Doctor  left  him  at 
his  task.  He  sometimes  greatly  amused  and 
sometimes  equally  vexed  his  patients.  He  was 
a  man  of  influence  in  his  town,  and  I  believe 
honored  his  office  in  Michigan  as  a  United 
States  Judge. 

As  a  teacher  of  his  children  I  had  no  other 
acquaintance  with  him  than  may  be  supposed 
to  exist  between  a  dignified  father  and  a  youth- 
ful pedagogue.  I  "  boarded  round,"  as  was  the 
custom.  I  was  more  intimate  in  some  other 
houses.  In  this  family  it  was  dignity  in  life 
holding  converse  witli  youthful  diffidence  and 
reserve.  In  this  connection  I  might  name  the 
family  of  Maj.  Tilly  Gilbert,  who  occupied  the 
mansion  once  owned  by  Col.  Matthew  Lyon. 
Some  of  his  children  were  in  my  school;  Frank- 
lin, of  your  village,  and  Jarvis,  once  in  the 
Presbyterian  ministry.  I  felt  a  special  interest 
in  these  lads,  because  their  father  had  long  been 
a  special  friend  of  my  father,  and  he  had  not  a 
little  influence  in  getting  the  place  for  me  in 
the  Fair  Haven  district  school.  Ho  was  the 
most  perfect  gentleman,  and  I  believe  without 
reproach  in  all  respects.  In  his  house  I  always 
felt  at  home.  I  often  go  back  to  those  days 
with  great  pleasure. 

In  this  connection,  with  my  school,  I  may 
mention  the  state  of  things  in  the  town  respect- 
ing learning  and  religion.  The  school-house 
"was  just  respectable,  and  hardly  that ;  but  it 
was  far  better  than  the  meeting-house  or 
the  church.  A  traveler  from  another  state  is 
Raid  to  have  asked  a  citizen  "  how  far  it  was  to 
the  meeting-house,"  and  to  have  received  the 
following  reply:  "The  Lord  has  no  house  in 
Fair  Haven,  only  an  old  barn,  which  he  intends 
to  make  do  for  the  present  winter."  The  reply 
wa3  more  pertinent  than  pious. 

The  school-house  and  church  stood  very  near 
their  present  positions,  and  we,  teacher  and 
scholars,  passed  three  months  without  any 
marked  disturbance  ;  without  any  signal  acts  j 
of  tyranuy  on  the  one  hand,  or  of  armed  vio- 
lence on  the  other.  ' 


The  names  of  my  scholars  I  cannot  give  to 
any  great  extent. 

Among  the  patrons  of  my  school  I  may  men- 
tion Mr.  Munger,  and  Mr.  Dodge,  a  Baptist 
preacher,  who  seemed  to  maintain  a  kind  of  in- 
dependent position  in  his  relations.  Two  of 
his  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  I  well  rec- 
ollect. The  girl  was  older  than  myself,  and 
was  the  best  scholar  in  the  school,  and  the  boy 
had  a  spice  of  his  father's  eccentricity.  The 
lads  made  the  fires  by  turns,  and  there  had 
been  some  neglect  on  this  subject,  and  we  had 
suffered  for  several  mornings  in  consquence.  It 
was  young  Dodge's  turn  to  make  the  fire  in  the 
morning.  The  preceding  evening  I  gave  strict 
orders  to  have  the  former  nuisance  abated,  if 
the  officer  in  charge  had  to  sit  up  all  night  and 
burn  up  the  entire  woodpile  at  the  door.'  In 
the  morning  the  sanctum  was  warm  as  the 
tropics,  and  little  Dodge  sat  demurely  studying 
his  lesson  in  the  coiner. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  eld- 
er Dodge.  One  anecdote  used  to  be  related  in 
Fair  Haven  in  that  day,  which  may  be  forgotten 
now.  The  messenger  of  peace  worked  six  days 
for  his  daily  bread,  and  dispensed  the  gospel  on 
the  seventh.  He  was  employed  as  a  bloomer, 
[rather  nailer,]  in  the  Fair  Haven  Iron  Works. 
One  day  a  dispute  took  place  between  Elder 
Dodge  and  a  fellow-laborer,  and,  after  the 
preacher  had  invoked  all  the  patience  he  had 
to  his  aid  in  vain,  he  threw  down  his  tongs  and 
straightened  himself  up  to  his  full  height,  threw 
off  his  black  coat,  and  said :  ''  Lie  there,  divin- 
ity, till  I  do  this  man  justice." 

I  heard  the  Elder  preach  once  in  the  school • 
house,  but  never  in  the  "  Lord's  barn,"  as  it  was 
then  generally  called  ;  whether  excluded  by 
the  elements  or  by  church  authority  I  am  not 
able  to  say.  He  was  a  man  of  talents  and  wit. 
His  son  I  met  a  few  years  since,  in  the  town 
of  Black  Brook,  in  Essex  county,  X.  Y.  He 
is  a  respectable  Baptist  clergyman,  and  he  very 
pleasantly  reminded  me  of  the  incident  of  fire- 
making  in  the  old  school-house  in  Fair  Haven, 
in  180-4 — 65  years  ago. 

****** 

Of  Mr.  Cushman  and  his  ministry  I  could  say 
much  ;  but  you  are  no  doubt  well  informed  ca 
these  more  recent  events.  Mr.  Cushman  was 
the  much  esteemed  pastor  of  my  first  wife, 
She  resided  in  West  Haven,  but  was  a  member 
of  the  Fair  Haven  church.  This  settled  minis- 
ter accomplished  a  great  and  good  work  in 
your  town. 

Troy,  X.  Y.  Oct.  5,  13C9. 
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THE  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  IN  FAIR  HAVEN. 

The  present  church  on  the  Park,  a  plain  brick 
building,  was  built  by  Yery  Rev.  Zephuron 
Druon,  in  1856.  The  Catholics  of  this  town  re- 
ceived regular  visits  from  the  Priests  who  resid- 
ed at  East  and  West  Rutland,  until  1866,  when 
a  resident  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  C.  O'Dwyer  was 
stationed  amongst  them,  who  has  continued 
since  to  live  in  Fair  Haven.  The  present  edi- 
fice is  much  too  small  for  the  congregation 
which  occupies  it.  The  foundations  for  a  larger 
church  were  laid  on  Washington  street  in  1868. 

In  1870  another  church  was  erected  by  Rev. 
Gagnier  of  East  Rutland,  for  the  use  of  the 
Canadians  of  Fair  Haven.  This  building  has 
been  completed  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Boissonnault, 
who  also  resides  in  the  village,  and  is  the  pres- 
ent pastor.  Annexed  to  this  church  there  is  a 
parsonage  and  school-house.  The  average  at- 
tendance of  scholars  is  50. 

L.  De  Goesbrtan-d, 

Bp.  of  Burlington. 

EIOGRGRAPHICAL. 

Solomon',  son  of  Enoch  Cleveland,  of  Hamp- 
ton, and  cousin  of  Oliver  Cleveland,  of  Fair 
Haven,  and  an  intimate  friend  of  Co!.  Matthew 
Lyon,  was  for  a  time  resident  in  this  town.  He 
came  from  Canaan.  Conn.,  to  Hampton,  then 
known  as  ''Greenfield,"  and  thought  to  be  in 
Vermont,  with  others  of  his  father's  family,  in 
the  summer  of  1777,  before  the  battle  of  Hub- 
bardton,  and  was  one  who  went,  at  the  call,  to 
meet  the  English  in  the  battle  of  Bennington. 

He  seems  to  have  been  in  Fair  Haven,  and 
taken  the  Freeman's  oath  here  in  July,  1791. 
In  August,  1796,  he  is  said  to  be  a  resident  of 
Hampton,  when  he  buys  of  Col.  Lyon  one  equal 
half  of  the  saw-mill  and  grist-milL  on  the  low- 
er falls,  and  17  1-2  acres  of  land,  and  removes 
into  town  with  his  fimily. 

He  rebuilt  the  milK  Jonathan  Orm3  working 
as  his  chief  mill-wright,  and  put  up  a  house. 
He  sold  his  share  of  the  mills  and  the  land,  in 
April,  1798,  taking  in  exchange  a  farm  in  East 
Poultney,  to  which  he  removed. 

He  was  married  in  Canaan,  Ct.,  to  Martha. 
Rathbone — they  had  children,  Almeda,  Solo- 
mon, Enoch,  Patty,  Abigail,  Samuel,  Lydia  and 
Fassett. 

Of  these,  Samuel,  born  in  1792,  and  now  re- 
siding with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  James  T.  Free- 
man of  Hydeville,  well  remembers  many  of  the 
incidents  of  his  boyhood  in  Fair  Haven,  and  to 
him  the  writer  is  indebted  fur  several  interest- 
ing facts. 


Solomon  Cleveland,  Sen.,  died  in  Diana,  Lew- 
is county,  N.  Y.,  1814,  aged  89. 

Isaac  Race  came  from  Nobletown,  N.  Y.,  to 
Hampton,  in  1779,  aad  afterwards  moved  into 
Fair  Haven.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Oliver  Cleveland  ;  children,  Sarah  or  Sally,  m. 
Joseph  Benjamin,  Dec.  30,  1804;  d.  in  Hamp- 
ton, April  10,  1869,  aged  93  ;  Clarissa,  m.  Spen- 
cer Scott ;  Rhoda,  m.  Nathaniel  Howard;  Eli- 
jah, Russell ;  Peter  was  shot  in  the  army  at 
Plattsburg,  N.  Y. ;  Catherine,  Samuel;  Isaac 
Race  died  March,  1811. 

Jeremiah  Durand  was  the  first  settler  on 
the  hill  farm  now  owned  by  Col.  A.  Allen.  He 
came  into  town  in  company  with  Israel  Trow- 
bridge, from  Derby,  Ct.,  in  the  autumn  of  1780. 
He  married  Hannah,  dau.  of  Israel  Trowbridge, 
Nov.  12,  1772.  She  died  in  1777,  leaving  one 
infant  child,  Hannah,  whom  he  committed  to 
the  care  and  keeping  of  his  wife's  sister,  Abi- 
gail Trowbridge,  and  who  afterwards  became 
the  wife  of  Olney  Hawkins. 

Upon  his  wife's  demise  he  enlisted  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  probably  remained  in 
the  army  until  1780,  when  he  came  to  Fair  Ha- 
ven. His  2d  wife's  name  was  Sarah  Andrus. 
He  died  in  1798,  and  his  widow  was  married  to 
Lewis  Wilkinson  of  Benson,  June  22, 1S06,  by 
Isaac  Cutler,  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His  2d  fam- 
ily were  Sarah,  Ira,  Patty,  Amy,  Nancy  and 
Rhoda. 

Col.  Matthew  Lyox.  Most  prominent 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Fair  Haven  was 
Matthew  Lyon,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came 
to  this  country  a  poor  boy,  at  13  years  of  age, 
and  was  bound  out,  in  Connecticut,  on  his  ar- 
rival to  pay  the  cost  of  his  passage;  the  indent- 
ure of  his  apprenticeship  being  afterwards  trans- 
ferred or  sold  to  a  second  party  for  a  yoke  of 
steers  ;  an  incident  which  led  to  many  a  home- 
ly joke,  as  well  as  bitter  taunt  in  after  times, 
and  furnished  Lyon  with  his  favorite  oath:  "by 
the  bulls  that  bought  me." 

From  Connecticut  Lyon  found  his  way  to  Yer- 
mont,  then  a  new  country  without  organization, 
lying  in  dispute  between  New  Hampshire  and 
New  York.  He  had  married  for  his  wife  a 
Miss  Hosford,  by  whom  ho  had  four  children, 
Anna,  James  Pamelia  and  Laurin.  She  dying, 
he  married  as  a  second  wifo  the  widow  Beulah 
Galusha,  a  daughter  of  Col.  Thomas  Chitten- 
den, afterwards  Governor  of  Yermont,  in  whose 
employment  he  had  been.  By  her  ho  also  had 
four  children,  Chittenden,  Minerva,  Matthew 
and  Noah. 
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He  is  said  to  have  begun  his  residence  in  Ar- 
lington, iu  company  with  Col.  Chittenden  and 
Capt.  John  Fassett,  Jr.,  in  the  autumn  after  the 
battle  of  Bennington,  each  taking  possession  of 
the  confiscated  houses  of  tories;  but  Lyon  was 
in  the  State  at  least  the  year  before  ;  for  in  the 
Bummer  of  1776,  when  about  30  years  of  age, 
he  held  a  lieutenant's  commission  in  a  compa- 
ny of  soldiers  stationed  at  Jericho,  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Fassett.  The  company  re- 
fused to  serve  in  view  of  their  extreme  and  un- 
supported position,  and  Lyon  was  accused  of 
influencing  the  soldiers  to  desert,  but  always 
denied  it,  and  cast  the  blame  on  Fassett  and 
the  other  officers,  Lyon  made  the  report  to 
Gen.  Gates  at  Ticonderoga,  and  with  the  other 
officers,  was  arrested,  tried  by  court  martial, 
and  cashiered  for  cowardice. 

Lyon  was  afterwards,  in  July,  1777,  restored 
by  Gen.  Schuyler,  and  appointed  a  paymaster; 
and,  although  the  affair  damaged  his  military 
reputation,  causing  him  to  be  nicknamed  "  the 
knight  of  the  "Wooden  Sword,"  in  his  subse- 
quent fierce  political  conflicts,  yet  as  a  ci- 
vilian and  political  leader,  it  did  not  material- 
ly lesson  his  influence.  He  became  a  captain 
and  a  colonel  in  the  State  militia,  and  served 
the  State  in  its  contests  with  tories  and  "  York- 
ers." 

He  was  deputy  secretary  to  Gov.  Chittenden 
and  his  council,  and  was  even  before  this  time, 
and  until  1780.  clerk  of  the  court  of  confisca- 
tion, which  had  been  set  up  at  Arlington,  after 
the  battle  of  Bennington,  by  the  Council  of 
Safety,  and  through  whose  authority  Chitten- 
den, Fassett  and  Lyon  had  taken  possession  of 
the  houses  of  the  leading  tories.  This  court 
had  every  thing  its  own  way,  and  when,  a  few 
years  afterward,  Lyon  was  called  upon  to  de- 
liver up  the  record  of  its  proceedings,  he  utterly 
refused  to  do  so. 

Lyon  was  chosen  representative  from  Arling- 
ton, in  1779,  and  the  succeeding  years  until  '82, 
in  which  position  he  served  the  State  on  sever- 
al important  committees. 

While  in  the  General  Assembly,  convened  at 
Manchester,  in  October,  '79,  he  became  one  of 
the  original  proprietors,  or  grantees  named  in 
the  charter  for  the  township  of  Fair  Haven. 
He  must  have  visited  the  town  himself  the  fol- 
lowing: year.    See  p.  — . 

In  November.  '82,  he  bought  of  Elijah  Calu- 
eha,  his  step  son,.who--e  name  is  also  among-  the 
original  proprietors  of  the  town,  the  right  to 
nearly  400  acres  on  Scotch  Hill.  This  he  sold 
in  July,  'S3,  while  still  a  resident  iu  Arlington, 


to  Charles  McArthur  of  Nobel  or  Nobletown,  N. 
Y.,  who  had  married  a  daughter  of  Gov.  Chit- 
tenden, and  sister  to  Col.  Lyon's  wife.  He  re- 
moved to  Fair  Haven,  with  his  family,  in  the 
year  1783,  having  already  established  the  saw- 
mill and  grist-mill  in  the  town. 

He  first  resided  near  the  north  end  of  the 
bridge  which  crossed  the  river  just  above  the 
grist-mill,  subsequently  building  and  residing 
on  the  site  of  the  old  tavern-stand  on  the  hill, 
and  at  a  later  period,  on  the  site  of  Mr.  Knight's 
present  tavern.  He  commenced  the  erection  of 
the  forge  and  iron -works  in  the  summer  of  '35, 
and  of  the  paper-mill  not  long  after,  thus  making 
himself  the  father  of  the  town,  and  causing  it 
to  be  called  and  known  far  and  wide,  for  many 
years,  as  "  Lyou's  Works." 

In  1786,  he  was  one  of  the  assistant  judges 
of  the  Rutland  county  court.  He  was  one  of 
the  selectmen  in  1788,  '90  and  '91,  and  appears 
to  have  given  his  attention  principally  to  his 
own  affairs  and  those  of  the  town,  until  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  into  the  Union,  in  March, 
'91.  From  this  time  to  the  close  of  the  centu- 
tury,  he  became  politically  prominent  in  the 
canvass  of  his  district  as  a  Republican  or  Dem- 
ocratic Representative  to  Congress,  contending 
in  every  election  as  the  "representative  of  the 
commercial,  agricultural  and  manufacturing  in- 
terests, in  preference  to  any  of  their  law  char- 
acters." 

At  the  first  election  in  August,  1791,  Lyon 
had  597  votes  to  Israel  Smith  513,  and  Isanc 
Tichenor  473.  On  the  second  trial  in  Septem- 
ber, Tichenor  withdrow,  and  Smith  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  391  over  Lyon.  Another  elect- 
ion took  place  in  January,  1793,  but  no  choice 
was  made — Lyon  receiving  in  Fair  Haven  and 
four  adjoining  towns,  355  of  tho  376  votes  poll- 
ed. Smith  was  reelected  in  March,  and  again 
in  February,  '95,  Lyon  and  Smith  being  the 
only  candidates,  and  receiving,  the  former 
1,783,  tho  latter  1,804,  a  majority  of  21  for 
J  Smith 

I  In  '96  Lyon  succeeded  in  getting  the  election, 
I  and  took  his  seat  in  Congress  in  November,  '97. 
He  began  his  career  in  Congress  by  a  long 
speech  against  the  custom  then  in  vogue  of  re- 
plying to  the  President's  Message,  and  asked  to 
be  excused  from  attendance  upon  the  personal 
presentation  of  the  reply  by  members  of  Con- 
gress, lie  was  excused  at  the  first  session; 
but  when  he  renewed  the  motion  at  the  second 
session  it  was  voted  down.  In  January,  '93, 
Lyon  became  involved  iu  a  personal  fray  with- 
Hon.  Roger  Oris  wold  of  Connecticut,  on  thee 
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floor  of  Congress.  Griswold  interrupted  Lyon 
with  an  allusion  to  the  wooden  sword,  which, 
it  had  been  said,  Lyon  had  received  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  being  cashiered  at  Ticonderoga, 
and  Lyon  resented  the  insult  by  spitting  in  his 
face ;  whereupon  Griswold  drew  up  his  fist, 
and  proposed  to  take  his  satisfaction  on  the  spot, 
but  was  prevented  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Dana. 

This  had  occurred  while  the  house  was  not 
in  orderly  session,  and  Lyon  plead  that  he  was 
unaware  of  having  violated  the  rules :  but  a 
resolution  to  expel  him  therefor  having  been 
considered  in  committee,  and  pressed  to  a  vote, 
in  February,  failed  of  the  requi-ite  two-thirds 
majority.  Griswold.  however,  dissatisfied  with 
the  result,  took  up  the  matter  on  the  20th,  af- 
ter the  fashion  of  Preston  S.  Brooks,  in  our  own 
time,  and  the  members  were  obliged  to  interfere 
and  separate  the  combatants.  A  motion  to  ex- 
pel them  both  was  lost.  - 

Alluding  to  the  first  part  of  this  affray,  in  an 
address  to  his  constituents,  written  on  the  14th 
of  February,  Lyon  says:  "  Perhaps  some  will 
say  I  did  not.  take  the  right  method  with  him. 
We  do  not  always  possess  the  power  of  judging 
calmly  what  is  the  best  mode  of  resenting  an 
unpardonable  insult.  Had  I  borne  it  patiently 
I  should  have  been  bandied  about  in  all  the 
newspapers  on  the  continent,  which  are  sup- 
ported by  British  money  and  Federal  patronage, 
as  a  mean  poltroon.  The  district  which  sent 
me  would  have  been  scandalized." 

Lyon  wa3  a  violent  hater  of  the  Federalist  ad- 
ministration party,  and  gave  utterance  to  many 
a  stinging  diatribe  against  it ;  yet  nothing  more 
severe  than  has  been  uttered  a  thousmd  times 
with  impunity  in  later  years.  Eut  the  famous 
"  .Alien  and  Sedition  Law,"  as  it  was  called,  hy 
which  aliens  might  be  banished  and  enemies 
punished,  had  just  gone  into  effect.  July.  1708, 
and  under  this  law  Lyon  was  accused,  indicted 
and  brought  to  trial  at  the  October  term  of  the 
U.  S.  Circuit  Court,  held  at  Rutland.  The 
charge  against  him  was  that  of  using  "  scurril- 
lous,  scandalous,  malicious  and  defamatory  lan- 
guage" concerning  the  President,  founded  on 
these  words  published  in  the  Vermont  Jourx- 
al,  at  Windsor,  on  the  last  of  July,  but  writ- 
ten in  June,  fourteen  days  he/ore  the  passage 
of  the  law : 

"  Eut,  whenever  I  shall,  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive,  see  every  consideration  of  public 
welfare  swallowed  up  in  a  continual  gnr-p  for 
power — in  an  unbounded  thirst  for  ridiculous 
pomp  foolish  adulation  or  selfish  avarice;  when 
I  Shall  behold  men  of  real  iner  t  dailv  turned 
out  of  olllec,  for  no  other  cause  but  indepeud- 


ency  of  spirit;  when  I  shall  see  men  of  firm- 
ness, merit,  years,  abilities  and  experience, 
discarded  in  their  applications  for  office  for  fear 
they  possess  that  independence,  and  men  of 
meanness  preferred,  for  the  ease  with  which 
they  take  up  and  advocate  opinions,  the  conse- 
quences of  which  they  know  but  little  of;  when 
I  shall  see  the  sacred  name  of  religion  employ- 
ed as  a  state  engine  to  make  mankind  hate  and 
persecute  each  other,  I  shall  not  be  their  hum- 
ble advocate.'' 

It  was  also  alleged  against  him,  that  he  had 
"  maliciously"  procured  the  publication  of  a 
letter  from  France  which  reflected  semewhat 
severely  on  the  government.  Lyon  plead  his 
own  case  before  the  jury,  but  the  charge  of  the 
judge  was  strongly  against  him,  and  he  expect- 
ed little  mercy  from  the  jury,  who  returned  a 
verdict  for  the  government.  He  was  sentenced 
to  four  months  imprisonment,  and  to  pay  a  fine 
of  $1,000.  with  the  costs  of  prosecution. 

The  marshal  and  his  assistants  were  persons 
who  were  particularly  unfriendly  and  obnoxious 
to  him.  He  expected  to  be  imprisoned  in  the 
jail  at  Rutland,  but  the  marshal  resided  at 
Vergennes,  and  insisted  that  he  should  go  to 
that  place,  parading  through  the  most  populous 
part  of  the  town,  as  they  passed  to  the  jail. 

He  was  there  closely  confined,  and  for  some 
time  was  not  allowed  the  means  of  writing  to 
his  friends.  At  length  a  stove  was  sent  to  hira 
by  his  friends  from  Fair  Haven,  aud  he  was 
made  as  comfortable  as  possible  for  the  winter. 
Gen.  Clark  and  another  brother-in-law  were  ad- 
mitted to  see  him. 

He  stated  to  the  court,  on  the  occasion  of  his 
trial,  that  his  property  had  been  estimated  by 
him  to  be  worth  $20,000;  but  he  had  made 
over  the  productive  part  of  it  to  secure  persons 
who  were  bound  for  him,  and  he  did  not  think 
he  could  raise  $200  in  cash. 

In  the  election  which  had  tnken  place  in  Sep- 
tember, there  was  no  choice;  but  at  the  second 
trial,  about  the  time  or  soou  offer  his  imprison- 
ment, Lyon  was  re-elected  by  500  majority. 

He  was  only  saved  from  a  re-arrest  at  the 
expiration  of  bis  term  of  imprisonment,  Febru- 
ary, '99,  by  immediately  proclaiming  himself  on 
his  way  to  Philadelphia  as  a  member  of  Con- 
gress. He  was  escorted  in  great  triumph  by  a 
procession  of  his  friends,  tinder  the  American 
flag,  through  many  of  the  towns  of  the  State, 
stopping  at  Bennington,  where  he  was  formally 
addressed  and  feted.  An  effort  was  made -to 
expel  him  from  Congress,  but  without  success. 

Upon  the  expiration  of  his  second  term  in 
Congress,  Lyon  removed  to  Kentucky,  where 
ho  engaged  extensively  in  business,  and  a<rmu 
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became  a  member  of  Congress.  He  bad  a  con- 
tract to  furnish  vessels  for  the  Government,  de- 
livered at  New  Orleans,  during  the  war  of  1812, 
but  failing  to  get  them  there  in  time,  suffered 
loss,  and  was  obliged  to  make  an  assignment 
of  his  property,  his  son  Chittenden  being  the 
assignee,  and  himself  advancing  largely  to  pay 
bis  father's  obligations. 

Lyon  petitioned  Congress  in  1S20  for  remun- 
eration for  his  fine  and  imprisonment  under  the 
Sedition  Laws.  The  committee  reported  in  his 
favor,  but  Congress  failed  to  pass  the  bill  until 
as  late  as  1833  restitution  was  made  to  his 
heirs. 

He  obtained  an  appointment  as  government 
agent  among  the  Indians  in  Arkansas  in  1820, 
and,  proceeding  thither,  was  chosen  the  first 
delegate  to  Congress  from  Arkansas,  but  died 
before  taking  his  seat,  on  Aug.  1,  1822,  near 
Little  Rock.  _ 

Of  his  family  it  is  interesting  to  learn  what 
we  can,  and  the  following  letter  written  by  his 
son,  Chittenden,  while  a  member  of  Congress,  at 
"Washington,  April  5,  1828.  and  addressed  to 
Hon.  James  TVitherell,  gives  desirable  informa- 
tion, and  will  be  read  by  many  persons  with  in- 
terest : 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  17th 
ult.  was  received  this  morning,  and  letter  con- 
tained therein  bunded  to  Col.  \v~atson. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  receive  this  at- 
tention from  the  long  and  much  valued  friend 
of  my  lamented  father,  and  brings  to  my  mind 
the  scenes  of  mv  childhood.  I  well  recollect 
you  and  your  family,  and  regret  to  learn  that  so 
many  of  them  have,  like  my  own  connection, 
"  gone  the  way  of  all  flesh."  You  enquire  after 
my  mother.  She  is  no  more  ;  she  survived  my 
father  about  18  months,  worn  down  with  grief 
and  affliction  for  the  misfortune  and  death  of 
her  husband  and  two  children  in  less  than  two 
years ;  but,  she  found  consolation  and  resigna- 
tion in  religion.  She  had  been  for  the  last 
twelve  years  of  her  somewhat  eventful  life  an 
exemplar}-  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  died  in  full  hope  and  faith  of  sleep- 
ing in  the  arms  of  her  God.  My  eldest  half- 
brother.  James  Lyon,  died  in  South  Carolina 
about  four  years  since,  poor.  My  eldest  half- 
sister,  Ann  Me-senger,  and  her  family,  reside  in 
Illinois,  near  Belleville.  Her  husband  is  in 
oomfonable  circumstances,  and  very  respecta- 
ble. Sister  Pameiia  resides  in  the  same  State; 
her  husband,  Dr.  Geo.  Cad  well  died  some  two 
years  since,  leaving  seven  unmarried  daughters, 
and  no  son,  (  his  only  one  having  di<  d  some 
years  before  him,  i  in  moderate  circumstances. 
My  half-brother.  Elijah  G.  Galusua.  resides  in 
Kentucky,  near  me.  He  married  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  Throop.  and  is  a  poor  farmer.  My  eldest 
own  sister,  Minerva,  resides  in  Beavcrtown, 
Penn.  Her  husband,  Dr.  Carlett,  late  surgeon 
in  the  U.  S.  Army,  died  a  little  more  than  three 


years  ago,  in  moderate  circumstances.  My  r.s- 
ter,  Aurelia,  died  about  nine  months  before  my 
father,  leaving  two  orphan  children,  Her  I  us- 
band.  Dr.  H.  Skinner,  died  about  two  years  be- 
fore her,  and  left  a  pretty  little  estate  for  their 
children.  My  brother  Matthew  lives  within 
two  miles  of  my  residence,  (Eddyville,  Ky  ,) 
and  is  doing  very  well;  in  fact  getting  rich,  f or 
he  minds  the  main  chance  and  dabbles  but  lit- 
tle in  policies,  but  is  a  candidate  for  Elector  oa 
the  Jackson  ticket.  My  sister  Eliza  Ann,  bora 
in  Kentucky  resides  also  in  the  State  of  Iliinoi?. 
She  married  a  worthy  man,  but  poor,  and  moved 

|  to  that  State  about  one  year  ago.  My  youngest 
brother,  Giles,  also  born  in  Kentucky,  and  who 
lived  with  my  mother,  died  in  the  20th  year  of 
his  age,  about  five  months  before  my  mother. 

Of  those  who  went  with  or  followed  my  fath- 
er, besides  our  family,  G.  D.  Cobb,  who  married 
Modena  Clark,  resides  at  Eddyville  ;  has  a  Li  ge 
and  respectable  family,  but  is  reduced  in  his  eir- 

j  enmstances  in  consequence  of  losing  a  valuable 

■  farm,  which  was  taken  by  a  prior  claim  after  a 

'long  law  suit,  which  he  had  highly  improved. 
Capt.  Throop  has  been  dead  many  years  ;  Le 
died  as  he  lived,  poor.  His  wife,  second  daugh- 
ter, and  youngest  son  went  to  her  brother  Sam- 
uel Vail,  at  Baton  Rouge.  La ,  and  are  all  dead. 
His  eldest  son,  John,  resides  at  Eddyville,  a 
vagabond.  His  daughter  Betsey  is  a  widow. 
Samuel  C.  Clark  resides  with  G.  D.  Cobb;  is 
poor,  and  has  lost  one  leg,  amputated  close  up 
to  the  body  ;  and  last,  old  General  Whitehouse, 
who  you  no  doubt  recollect  followed  my  fa-htr 
to  Kentucky,  and  survived  both  my  Either  an  1 

I  mother,  and  several  of  the  younger  branches  of 
the  family,  died  about  eighteen  month-  since. 

|  having  been  a  charge  on  my  hands  for  many 

!  years. 

!  In  answering  your  enquiries  I  have  nece-sa- 
'  rily  been  led  into  a  long,  and  to  you,  somewhat 
i  uninteresting  letter,  while  a  long  speech  -^as 
!  making  upon  the  Tariff  bill  which  is  still  under 
!  consideration  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
j  I  have  bad  a  severe  indisposition  since  my 
;  arrival  here,  which  confined  me  near  a  month, 
j  but  I  am  now  perfect!}"  recovered.  I  have  had 
j  the  misfortune  to  lose  my  wife  since  I  left  home. 
!  She  died  on  the  4th  of  February,  and  ha-  left 
.  me  a  family  of  five  young  children,  the  ei-iesc 
;  10  years,  the  youngest  3  months  and  4  day3. 

Please  present  my  respects  to  vour  good 
lady. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant. 

CHITTENDEN  LYON. 
Hon.  James  With  ere  11. 

Chittenden  Lyon  is  said  to  have  been  a  man, 
of  excellent  capacity.  He  died  in  1842.  leaving 
I  a  son  named  Matthew  S..  now  a  resideut  of 
j  Evansville,  Ind.,  and  another.  Thompson  A.,  of 
:  the  firm  of  "  Roe  and  Lyon.''  insurance  agents 
:  at  Louisville.  Ky. ;  ji  daughter,  who  is  the  wid- 
;  ow  Mary  O'Harn,  of  Eddyville,  and  another 
.  daughter  who  married  TV.  B.  Macheu,  of  E  1  ly- 
I  ville,  and  died  in  1832. 

j     Matthew  Lyon,  Jr.,  d;td  at  Eddyville,  in 
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1847,  and  left  two  sons,  Geu.  H.  B.  Lyon,  and 
Matthew  M.  Lyon,  together  with  one  daughter, 
resident  all  of  them  at  Eddyvillo.  Mention  is 
made  of  a  daughter  of  Matthew  Lyon,  Sen., 
Eliza  by  name,  who  married  John  Roe,  and  re- 
moved to  northern  Illinois. 

Jajies  Lyon  has  beeu  mentioned  as  one  of  the 
publishers  of  The  Farmer's  Library,  in  1793, 
and  the  publisher  of  the  Scourge  of  Aristoc- 
racy. The  Farmer's  Library  appeared  to  hare 
been  started  by  him  at  Rutland,  in  the  spring 
of  1793,  and  afterwards  to  have  been  removed 
to  Fair  Haven  and  merged  with  the  Gazette. 
As  we  learn  from  the  letter  of  his  brother,  pub- 
lished above,  James  Lyon  died  in  South  Caroli- 
na, about  1824.   (For  James  Lyon  see  page  697) 

Johx  Lyon  was  in  town  and  worked  in  the 
iron  works  in  the  year  1808.  He  owned  a 
share  of  the  forge  with  Mr.  Davey,  in  1812,  and 
bought  land  of  Mr.  Davey,  in  or  near  Cedar 
Swamp.  He  died  in  the  village,  where  Col. 
Matthew  Lyon  had  resided,  February  3,  1813, 
aged  51  years;  and  his  son  Stephen  and  wife 
Jemima,  sold  off  the  property  and  removed  to 
Hanover,  X.  Y.,  in  the  autumn  of  the  same 
year. 

Silas  Safford  was  born  in  Norwich,  Ct., 
Sept.  1 1 , 1757.  He  enlisted  into  the  Continent- 
al army  in  '78,  and  was  a  sergeant.  He  was 
taken  sick  after  9  months,  and  went  home  on 
furlough.  When  convalescent  he  hired  a  Ger- 
man whom  he  met  in  the  streets  of  Norwich  to 
go  as  his  substitute  in  the  army.  He  married 
Clarinda  Hawley  of  Arlington,  Yt.,  December, 
1780,  and  came  to  Fair  Haven  in  '82, — being 
the  first  known  settler  in  the  present  village. 
He  was  chosen  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  town,  and  held  the  office  40  years;  much 
of  the  time  doing  most  of  the  justice  business. 
He  died  May  12,  1832,  aged  74  years.  His  wife 
died  Aug.  17,  '47,  aged  82  years.  Both  are 
buried  in  town. 

His  family  were:  Olivia,  Russell  d.,  Erwin, 
Clarinda,  1st;  Clarinda;  2d,  and  Lydia,  twins; 
Silas,  Jr.,  educated  at  Middlcbury  and  Yale  Col- 
leges— taught  school  here  in  1810  or  '11 — was 
first  Rector  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Middle- 
bury — died  of  consumption,  in  New  Jersey,  on 
his  way  to  the  Southern  States,  in  December, 
1816:  Charlotte,  deceased  ;  Aurilla,  d.  ;  Alon- 
zo,  living  in  Kalamazoo,  Michigan;  Harry,  d. ; 
Fanny,  d.  ;  Sidney,  in  Kalamazoo,  and  Frank, 
residing  in  Michigan. 

Abel  Hawley,  who  came  here  with  his  son 
Ager  and  daughter  Clarinda  Safford,  was  the 
grandson  of  Samuel  Hawley,  who  came  from 


England  to  Strafford,  Ct.,  in  1606.  His  father, 
Ephraim,  had  ten  sons  and  two  daughters.  Of 
these  Abel,  Gideon,  Jehiel  and  Josiah  settled 
in  Arlington.  Abel's  children  by  his  first  wife 
were  Peter,  Mary,  James,  Ager  and  Abel — by 
his  second  wife,  Bethiah,  Curtis,  Sarah,  Esther, 
Prudence  and  Clarinda.  Mr.  Hawley  was  a 
familiar  friend  of  Ethan  Allen,  and  it  is  said  the 
only  person  who  could  safely  reprove  him  for 
profanity.  He  resided  with  Mrs.  Safford,  and 
died  here  Oct.  16,  1797,  aged  77  years.  His 
tomb-stone  is  yet  standing,  having  been  remov- 
ed with  Mr.  Safford's  to  the  new  graveyard,  on 
the  north  side  of  West  street. 

A  ger  Hawley,  son  of  Abel,  came  with  Silas 
Safford  from  Arlington,  in  the  year  1782,  and 
built  the  first  grist-mill  in  '83.  He  died  here 
in  December,  '84.  His  widow  married  Derrick 
Carner  of  Hampton,  and  removed  to  Underhilh 
Yt.,  where  they  both  died.    (See  page  — .) 

His  family  were,  Isaac  Asa,  Silas  (b.  1776) 
learned  the  tanner's  trade  in  Granville,  N.  Y., 
removed  to  Auburn,  and  thence  to  Rochester, 
where  he  started  the  first  pail-and-sash  factory, 
and  built  the  first  Presbyterian  church,  and  hir- 
ed the  first  minister.  He  died  in  Rochester  in 
1857.    Moses  and  Bethiah. 

Ethax  Whipple,  Sen.,  son  of  Capt.  Benja- 
min Whipple,  was  born  in  North  Providence, 
R.  I.,  Feb.  13,  1758.  He  served  in  the  Contin- 
ental army  in  Rhode  Island,  the  summer  he  was 
20  years  old.  After  leaving  the  army  he  ap- 
pears to  have  worked  at  carpenter  work  in 
Providence,  and  there  married  Miss  Elizabeth 
Green,  in  April,  '82.  His  wife  died  in  Feb., 
'86,  at  22  years  of  age,  leaving  one  son,  Joseph, 
and  he  removed  to  Fair  Haven  this  same  year, 
aud  in  November  married  Abigail,  daughter  of 
Charles  Hawkins  for  his  second  wife,  who  died 
Feb.  12,  1813,  in  her  49th  year ;  and  he  marri- 
ed widow  Lydia  Church,  Dec.  2,  '15.  By  his 
three  marriages  he  had  12  children,  viz:  Jo- 
seph bv  his  first  wife,  Betsey,  Anna,  Sally  Myra, 
Ethan,  d.,  Mary,  d. ;  and  by  his  second  wife, 
Mary,  Newton,  Caroline.  Mr.  Whipple  died 
Dec.  18.  '36.  aged  89  years.  He  was  one  of 
the  selectmen  in  '92,  and  continued  such  till 
'96  ;  and  was  again  chosen  in  1802,  '03  and  '05, 
and  town  treasurer  from  1795  to  IS  13,  and  town 
clerk  from  1809  to  '13. 

Levi  Trowbridge,  h.  in  1753,  in  Derby,  Ct., 
m.  Hannah  Smith,  daughter  of  Capt.  Benjamin 
Smith  of  New  Haven,  Ct.,  Deo.  29.  '82.  no 
removed  to  Fair  Haven  sometime  between  Jau- 
uary,  '84,  and  June,  '86,  where  he  resided  until 
1810,  when  he  migrated  to  Washington  county, 
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Ohio;  theuce  to  Ames  township,  in  '20.  His 
wife  died  there  in  February,  '32,  aged  73  years. 
In  June,  '36,  he  removed  to  Swan  Creek,  where 
he  died  Dec.  14,  '43,  aged  90  years;  being 
smart  and  active,  and  able  to  walk  several  miles 
in  a  day,  until  taken  down  with  his  last  sick- 
ness, "typhoid  pneumonia*" 
His  family  were: 

1.  Sarah,  born  in  Woodbury,  Ct.  Jan.  15,  '84; 
m.  Caleb  Wheeler.  They  came  to  Fair  Haven, 
whence,  after  Mr.  Wheeler's  death,  she  removed 
to  Athens  county,  Ohio,  and  there  married 
Eliphalet  Case.  He  died  at  Swan  Creek,  Gallia 
Co.,  about  1S45  and  she  went  to  live  with  her 
daughter  in  Bethel,  Michigan,  where  she  died, 
about  '64.  Her  children  were,  John  Wheeler, 
now  residing  at  Millersport,  Lawrence  count}-, 
Ohio;  David  H.  Wheeler,  a  Methodist  minister 
who  was  a  Bible  agent  in  Central  America,  and 
was  killed  there  by  the  natives  in '56;  Israel 
Wheeler  is  a  practicing  physician  in  Michigan  ; 
Jerusha  Wheeler  m.  a  Mr.  Warner — is  now  a 
widow  residing  with  a  sou  at  Walnut  Fork  P. 
O.,  Jones  county,  Iowa ;  Irene  Wheeler  m.  a 
Mr.  Dean — is  now  a  widow  in  Iowa ;  Sarah 
Case  m.  a  Mr.  Jones,  and  removed  to  Michigan, 
where  she  died. 

2  David,  b.  in  Fair  Haven  June  13,  '86  ;  re- 
moved to  Ohio  in  December,  1810  ;  m.  Sophro- 
nia  Howe  of  Washington  county,  Ohio,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Howe  of  Poultney,  Vt  March  7, 
IS  13;  removed  lo  Swan  Creek,  Ohio,  in  June, 
'36,  where  he  died  March  14,  '68,  in  his  82d 
year.    His  wife  is  still  living  in  her  80th  year. 

Their  family,  now  living,  consists  of  five  sons 
and  four  daughters,  who  write  their  names 
"Trobridge,"  leaving  out  the  w  ;  A.  V.  Tro- 
bridge  is  a  druggist  and  Postmaster  at  La 
Grange,  Lucas  county.  Iowa ;  C.  C.  Trobridge 
is  a  farmer  in  Tyrone,  Monroe  county,  Iowa ; 
F.  N.  Trobridge  is  a  house  carpenter  at  Red 
Oak  Station,  Iowa — was  three  years  in  the  2d 
Iowa  cavalry  ;  R.  M.  Trobridge  studied  law  at 
Cincinnati,  and  has  a  farm  near  La  Grange, 
Iowa,  where  he  practices  his  prufe>sion ;  David 
S.  Trobridge,  resident  at  Swan  Creek,  Ohio, 
who  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  to  whom 
the  writer  is  indebted  for  the  information  here 
given.  With  him  resides  a  widowed  sister, 
Mrs.  John  C.  Wilson,  whose  husband  belonged 
to  the  2d  Iowu  cavalry,  and  was  killed  at 
Farminirton,  Miss,  in  the  advance  on  Corinth. 

3.  Philo.  b.  in  Fair  Haven,  July  6,  '88  ;  re- 
moved to  Washington  county.  Ohio,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1SJ0;  m.  M.utha  Blake  about  the  year  '15, 
and  moved  to  Swan  Creek  in  '38.    From  there 


he  went  to  Moore's  Prairie,  111.,  whore  lie  died 
in  March,  '56,  his  wife  having  died  before  him. 
Only  one  son,  Israel  D.  Trobridge,  survives,  ac 
Cheuoa,  McLean  county,  111.  He  was  three 
years  in  the  war. 

4.  Jacob,  b.  in  Fair  Haven.  Dec.  25,  1790. 
He  was  the  first  to  migrate  to  Ohio,  going  there 
in  1806,  with  one  Carver,  a  carpenter  and  help- 
ed to  build  a  large  flouring-mill  at  Marietta. 
Thence  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  about  '12  or  '13, 
and  enlisted  in  the  army.  Ho  was  taken  pris- 
oner at  Gen.  Hull's  surrender  of  Detroit.  He 
married  Miss  Sarah  Shepard  at  Cincinnati.  She 
died  in  '22,  and  he  married  Polly  Boomer,  and 
took  up  his  residence  at  Swan  Creek,  Gallia 
county,  where  he  died,  April  19,  '67.  He  had 
two  sons  and  two  daughters  by  his  first  wife, 

I  the  eldest  son  being  three  years  in  the  Indian 
!  wars.  By  his  last -wife  he  had  four  sous  and 
four  daughters.  Three  of  his  sons,  Isaac,  John 
and  F.  M.  Trobridge,  res;de  in  Ohio,  and  one, 
Lemuel  Trobridge,  resides  at  Paris,  111.  They 
were  all  in  the  last  war. 

5.  Chauncey,  b.  in  Fair  Haven,  March  21, 
'94.  He  is  said  to  have  removed  to  Ballstown, 
N.  Y.,  about  1S09,  where  he  married  a  Miss 
Catherine  Fish,  and  worked  in  a  paper-mill.  He 
had  two  daughters;  the  eldest,  Annie  E.,  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Ogden,  and  resides  at  Pontine,  Liv- 
ingston county,  111.  Starting  to  go  to  his 
daughter's,  with  his  wife  and  younger  daughter, 
he  got  on !y  as  far  as  Miclugan,  where  he  sick- 
ened and  died,  July  27,  '69. 

6.  Archibald,  b.  in  Fair  Haven.  Nov  30,  '96  ; 
went  to  Montreal,  Canada,  where  he  married  a 
French  lady, — afterwards  removing  to  Men- 
dota,  Min.,  in  '58,  where  he  died,  Nov.  24,  '58. 
Alfred  P.  Trobridge,  of  St.  Paul,  Min.,  was  one 
of  his  sons. 

7.  Anna,  b.  in  Fair  Haven,  Dec.  7,  '98,  re- 
moved with  her  father  to  Ohio,  and  married 
Lemuel  G.  Brown.  She  lived  in  McArthur's 
town,  Vinton  county,  Ohio,  and  died  in  the 
spring  of  '63.  Her  husband  died  a  few  hours 
before  her,  and  they  were  both  buried  in  the 
same  grave.  They  had  a  son,  Perky,  who  was 
captain  of  company  B,  l>th  Ohio  Vols.,  and  a 
son,  Lemuel,  who  was  wounded  at  the  baitie 
of  Chickamauga,  and  died  of  his  wounds  at 
Chattanooga,  in  December,  '63. 

8.  Hannah  P.,  b.  in  Fair  Haven,  July  6,  '02  ; 
m.,  Dec.  10,  '26,  to  A.  T.  Blake,  wl  o  has  a 
large  farm  at  Swan  Creek,  Ohio.  They  have 
two  sons  living.  Win.  D.  Blake,  who  belonged 
to  the  77th  llliuois  Infantry,  and  C,  B.  Blake, 
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who  was  Lieutenant  in  the  4th  Virginia  Vols., 
and  is  now  a  merchant  at  Crown  City,  Ohio. 

Richard  Beddow,  a  soldier  from  Gen.  Bur 
goy  tie's  army,  and  an  early  settler  ifc  the  town, 
married  widow  Rebecca  Ho-ford.  of  Poultney, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Pearce,  and  who  had 
a  son  Ichabod  Hosford. 

Gamaliel  Leonard,  son  of  Gamaliel  Leon- 
ard, was  born  in  Raynham,  Mass.,  May  31,  1757. 
lie  was  a  descendant  of  James  Leonard,  who 
landed  in  this  country  from  the  west  part  of 
England,  about  20  years  after  the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrims,  and  who  erected  the  first  forge  in  thi3 
country  on  the  banks  of  the  Taunton  River. 

He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
being  nine  months  at  Boston  on  the  first  call, 
and  afterwards  went  to  the  defence  of  Ticonde- 
roga.  He  worked  two  years  in  the  Lenox  furn- 
ace, and  from  Lenox,  or  Pittsfield,  removed  in 
company  with  oue  Fuller  to  Greenfield,  N.  T., 
now  known  as  Hampton  Hills,  in  :85,  residing 
on  what  was  at  oue  time  kown  as  the  Gould 
farm,  for  about  a  year;  making  a  pitch,  mean- 
time, and  erecting  a  saw-mill  on  the  Fair  Haven 
side  of  the  Poultney  river,  on  land  which  h« 
bought  of  Heman  Barlow,  in  January,  '86.  He 
removed  into  town  in  the  spring  of  'S6,  and 
took  up  his  residence  where  he  so  long  remain- 
ed and  died,  near  the  State  Line.  In  company 
with  Elias  Stevens  and  Daniel  Arnold  of  Hamp- 
ton, he  built  a  forge  below  his  saw-mill,  in  '88, 
anl  is  said  to  have  been  interested  in  a  forge  in 
New  Haven  or  Salisbury.  He  was  one  of  the 
board  of  selectmen  in  1  SI  1.  He  was  marred  to 
Anna  TTitherell,  a  cousin  to  Dr.  James  TV'ither- 
ell,  in  Norton,  Mass.,  Feb.  17,  '83.  He  died  in 
Fair  Haven.  August  7,  ?27,  and  was  buried  in 
Low  Hampton.  His  wife  was  born  in  Norton, 
Mass,  Nov.  27,  1758.  She  died  in  Fair  Haven, 
Aprii  23.  '30,  and  was  buried  in  Low  Hampton. 

Family:  Anna,  Charles,  b.  in  Fair  Haven, 
June  1.  '87,  m.  B  tsey  Colburn,  a  sister  of  John 
P.  Colburn.  Esq. ;  and  at  her  decease  another 
sister.  He  is  said  to  have  been  engaged  with 
Mr.  Colburn  for  two  or  three  years  about  1810, 
in  making  scythes.  He  was  a  carpenter  and 
joiner  by  trade.  He  was  ono  who  went  out  as 
a  soldier  in  the  war  of  -1*2  and  '14,  and  is  said 
to  have  received  a  bounty  of  $100  for  returning 
Andrew  Race  for  desertion.  He  removed  to 
Perry,  Genessee  comity,  N.  Y..  where  he  kept  a 
hotel  many  years,  and  was  in  the  woolen  man- 
ufacturing  business.  He  died  in  Portage,.  N. 
Y..  Sept.  22,  '54.  He  had  three  children  -  John, 
Catherine  and  Ku^ene,  by  his  first  wife,  and 
one  named  Betsey  by  his  second. 


4.  Ira,  b.  May  24,  '89;  m.  Anna  Haskell,  in 
Blandford,  Mass.  He  worked  at  the  carpenter's 
trade  in  early  life,  and  also  made  chairs  at  his 
father's  place.    In  1812  he  was  in  Genesseo 

;  county,  N.  Y.,  where  he  owned  and  cultivated 
some  land  for  a  year  or  two :  after  which  ho 

j  returned  and  purchased  the  old  homestead, 
which  he  owned  until  his  death,  Nov.  2.  '65.  He 

|  represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  held  other  town  offices.  His 
wife  was  born  in  Blandford,  Mass.,  Oct.  20, '95. 
She  died  in  Fair  Haven,  May  20,  1856.  Their 
children  are  David  H.,  now  residing  in  Hamp- 
ton ;  De  Witt,  the  publisher  of  the  Fair  Haven 
Journal;  and  Helen  A.,  who  married  "Welcom 
Manchester,  and  resides  in  Low  Hampton. 

5.  Katy  ;  6.  David  H. ;  7.  Gibert,  b.  Jan. 
20,  ?95  :  m.  Terzah  Ashley,  daughter  of  L?on- 

I  ard  Ashley  of  Hampton.  N.  Y.  He  is  said  to 
have  cirried  on  a  small  furnace  near  Mr.  Da- 
vey's  works,  between  1812  and  '20,  and  the 
woolen  factory  in  Hampton,  in  company  with 
Lyman  Carpenter  afterwards.  Failing,  in  the 
business  crisis  of  '37,  he  removed  to  Egg  Har- 
bor, N.  J.,  where  he  died  Feb.  23,  '49,  and  his 
wife  six  days  afterwards. 

8.  George  d. ;  and  9.  Joshua. 
Timothy  Braixard,  known  as  Dea.Brajnard, 
was  from  East  Hartford,  Ct.,  in  August,  '87. 
He  purchased  land  which  Josiah  Squiers  of 
Greenfield  had  improved  and  been  allowed  by 
j  the  proprietors  to  exempt,  and  lived  on  this 
!  place  until  about  1817.    His  wife  Jemima  was 
j  the  first  person  in  town  who  rii<*d  of  the  epi- 
demic of  1812,  Dec.  5,  in  her  62d  year.  The 
Brainards  are  said  to  have  raised  the  only  seed- 
corn  in  towu,  in  the  cold  summer  of  1^16.  Dea- 
con Brainard  died  in  Elizabethtown.  N.  Y. 

Children;  Timothy,  David,  Jemima,  Abi- 
gail, John,  Lydia  and  Charles. 

Ge.v.  Jonathan'  Ohms,  a  carpenter  and  mill- 
|  wright,  came  from  Northampton,  Mass.,  about 
I  'SS,  stopping  a  short  time  in  Pittsfield,  Yt.,  on 
j  his  way.  He  was  engaged  for  Dr.  Simeon 
I  Smith  in  building  a  forgo  on  the  west  side  of 
|  the  falls,  which  he  afterwards  owned,  and  on 
|  which  he  built  the  saw-mill  and  grist-mill,  so 
|  long  known  as  "  Onus's  Mills  " 
J  He  worked  for  Solomon  Cleveland  on  Lvon's 
!  mills  in  '90.  He  married  Eunice  Ilinos,  at  the 
!  house  of  Mr.  Timothy  Goodrich,  about  1700, 
'  and  settled  in  the  West  Haven  part  of  the 
i  town,  on  the  ground  where  Seth  Hunt  now  re- 
|  sides.  He  afterward  resided  for  a  number  of 
!  years  on  the  south  side  of  the  highway,  in  Fair 
1  Haven,  and  was  chosen  to  fill  town  offices  in 
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1803  and  '04.  He  built  the  two  story  dwelling 
now  occupied  by  Mr.  Hunt,  iu  1S04,  and  remov- 
ed into  it  in  the  fall. 

He  was  G-eneral-in-chief  of  all  the  militia  in 
Vermont,  in  the  time  of  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  had  his  headquarters  at  Bur- 
lington. 

His  wife,  Eunice,  died  in  West  Haven,  March 
27,  Lft24.  aged  55  years,  and  was  buried  in  the 
cemetery  just  above  and  north  of  his  house. 
He  married  again  to  widow  Gaines,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Annah  Doyle.  She  died 
Jan.  14,  1837,  in  her  67th  year.  He  married 
for  his  third  wife  widow  Lura  Weston,  a  dau. 
of  Ebenezer  Lyman,  and  sister  of  Hiram  and 
Eleazur  Lyman.  She  survives  him,  and  re- 
sides at  the  West. 

He  removed  to  Castleton  Corners  in  '42,  and 
died  there  Aug.  S,  1850,  aged  SG  years.  He 
was  buried  beside  his  first  wife  in  West  Haven. 

His  family  by  his  first  wife  were,  Pamelia, 
Allen,  Stephen.  Alanson,  Betsey,  Caroline,  Dan, 
Jonathan  and  Cornelius. 

Benjamin"  Parmenter  was  one  of  the  earli- 
est settlers  of  the  town,  and  built  a  house  near 
the  Cedar  Swamp.  He  married  Azubah.  the 
second  daughter  of  Oliver  Cleveland.  He  is 
said  to  have  resided  at  one  time  on  the  knoll 
east  of  the  railroad  depot,  where  Mr.  Kittredge's 
dwelling  now  stands.  He  had  a  daughter  Ann, 
who  married  a  Plummer,  and  one,  Polly,  who 
died  at  Harvey  Church's. 

The  Gilberts  were  the  descendants  of  Thom- 
as and  Jemima  Gilbert,  of  Brookfield,  Mass. 

Thomas  was  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha 
Gilbert,  and  was  born  in  Brookfield,  in  1723. 

His  wife,  Jemima,  was  the  widow  Cutler,  of 
Brookfield.  and  had  a  family  before  she  married 
Mr.  Gilbert  as  follows  : 

Gen.  John  Cutler,  who  came  to  Fair  Haven, 
and  died  here,  Aug.  21,  1821,  aged  70  years. 

Isaac  Cutler,  Esq.,  a  prominent  early  inhabit- 
ant of  Fair  Haven. 

Abigail,  who  married  Charles  Rice,  and  died 
in  West  Haven,  June  16,  '20,  iu  her  66th  year, 
and  Catherine,  who  married  Dr.  Simeon  Smith, 
and  afterward  Christopher  Mi  not,  Esq.,  of  Bos- 
ton, and  died  in  West  Haven,  in  '33. 

By  Mr.  Gilbert  her  family  were: 

1.  Eliel,  b.  April  10,  1766  ;  resided  in  Brook- 
field. 

2.  Tilly,  b.  Nov.  10,  '71  ;  came  to  Fair  Ha- 
ven. 

3.  Sally  b.  Jan.  23,  'GO;  m.  Nathaniel  Dick- 
inson and  died  in  Fair  Haven,  Dec.  16,  1810, 
tged  11  yea  is. 


Upon  Mr.  Gilbert's  decease,  she  came  to  Fair 
Haven  and  resided  with  her  son  Isaac.  Ia 
Aug.  1807,  she  bought  a  farm  of  42  acre?,  on 
Scotch  Hill,  of  her  son,  John  Cutler,  and  sold  :z 
to  John  Snell,  in  Jan.,  1811;  she  resi&cg  ia 
West  Haven. 
Tilly  Gilbert,  known  in  former  days  as 

"  Major  Gilbert,"  (see  page  )  th  ^ugh  never 

enjoying  the  advantages  of  mor  -  thau  two 
months  at  school  himself,  was  yet  a  very 
good  scholar  and  competent  teacher,  an  i  vrrctx 
finely  and  correctly,  as  the  town  records,  k-;  I 
by  him  for  so  many  years,  abundantly  evince. 

After  studying  medicine  with  Drs.  Hull  <_:.! 
Wiiherell,  and  taking  the  freeman's  oa:h.  La 
j  town,  in  the  summer  of  1791,  he  went  into  mer- 
cantile business  in  Benson,  and  then  into  the 
j  manufacturing  of  iron  in  Or  well. 
I     Returning  to  Fair  Haven,  iu  170?.  he  eniered 
actively  and  extensively  into  business,  of  ttdug 
a  store  of  merchandise,  and  also  sup-  W:ziz  tea 
|  inhabitants  with  their  drugs  and  medicines  from 
j  his  house,  where  the  Vermont  Hotel  tow  is. 
j  He  owned  a  half  interest  with  his  broil  er.  Eli-A 
in  the  lower  saw-mill  unt  1  November  I  SO  2, 
when  he  bought  out  his  brother's  share,  together 
with  the  26-4  acres  of  land  Eliei  had  purehasHi 
of  Col  Lyon.    He  bought  the  saw-mill,  en  tiie 
Upper  Falls  above  the  iron  works,  in  the  srua- 
mer  of  1806.    He  sold  the  lower  mill  to  J;.eob 
Davey,  in  December,  1813,  and  the  upper 
in  December,  '22. 

He  built  the  house  in  which  his  son,  Besyanxia 
F.  now  resides,  in  '14. 

He  was  chosen  town  clerk  in  April.  1^03.  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  sudden  death  cf 
Josiah  Norton,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  <  See 
every  year  thereafter,  whi'e  he  remained  in  town, 
except  the  time  from  1S09,  to  'lo,  when  Echan 
Whipple  was  clerk. 

He  removed  to  West  Haven — to  the  ol  i  Mi- 
not  house,  so-called,  in  1832  or  '33,  where  he  re- 
mained retired  from  active  duties  till  his  death, 
at  West  Haven,  Sep.  5,  1S00  aged  79.  Interest- 
ing anecdotes,  illustrative  of  his  life  and  charac- 
ter, are  told  of  him,  many  of  which  wiii,  zo 
doubt,  bo  made  public  by  his  son,  Jarvis  J. 

ne  married  Patty  La  Barron,  in  Benson,  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1793.  She  died  in  West  Haven  Nor. 
28,  1S">2,  aged  SO  years.  Their  family  were: 
Sally  Maria,  Benjamin  Frank!  n.  tou  r,  d  *  in 
1832,  and  nearly  every  year  tili  'o9.  No  r 
person  living  remembers  s_>  u  eil  the  eariratfairs 
and  history  of  the  town. 

James  Jarvis,  b.  March  13,  IPOO;  ra.  Mart 
Buggies;  he  married,.  2d,  Sarah  C.  Beach  ;  chil- 
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dren  ;  Mary  R.,  J.irvis;  Sarah  E.,  B.  Franklin,  I 
enlisted  in  the  army  at  Flint,  Mich.,  and  died  at 
Nashville  Toiin. ;  Harriet  A.,  Guy  R.,  John  Q. 
A.,  and  Edward  J. 

He  eutered  Middlebury  College  in  1316,  but 
left  after  2  years  and  went  with  his  brother, 
Benjamin  F.,  to  Virginia  as  a  teacher,  returning 
after  one  year  and  studying  theology  with  Rev. 
Amos  Drury,  then  of  West  Rutland.  lie  was 
licensed  to  preach  as  a  Congregational  minister 
by  a  council  of  ministers  held  in  Fair  Haven  ; 
preached  for  a  time  in  Hartford,  N.  Y.;  went 
thence  to  Chesterfield,  N.  Y.,  and  was  settled 
9  or  10  years  in  Brumantown.  X.  Y.  He 
preached  in  "West  Haven  fur  2  years,  about 
1811,  and  was  afterwards  settled  in  West  Dorset 
and  did  missionary  labor,  also,  in  Sunderland 
and  Arlington — returning  to  West  Haven  to 
reside,  after  his  fathers  death  ;  William  S. 
d,  Hamilton  ;  Martha  ;  Mary  L.  m.  E  W.  And 
rus,  a  minister  from  Connectic.it,  and  resides 
near  Martinsburgb,  Vt ;  Harriet  Ashley  drown- 
ed in  January,  '64,  in  Hoosic  river. 

Dan  Smith,  'b.  Jan.  28,  1759,  in  Suffield. 
Ct.  ;  came  from  Sharon,  Ct.,  to  West  Haven, 
then  Fair  Haven,  at  an  early  day.  He  resided 
in  close  proximity  to  the  town  line,  and  -was 
more  or  less  intimately  associated  with  the 
business  and  interests  of  the  town  for  several 
years.  He  was  a  nephew  of  Dr.  Simeon  Smith, 
and  must  have  come  into  town  as  early  as  the 
Doctor  himself  being  chosen  one  of  the  listers 
here  at  the  March  meeting  of  1738.  In  the 
Bummer  of  1801,  he  leased  the  Iron  works  in 
our  village,  of  Edward  Douse,  of  Dedhara  Mass.  ; 
purchased  them  in  July,  1781,  and  so'd  them  to 
Jacob  Davey,  Oct.  1,  1^07,  Ho  had  a  forge 
and  nail-factory,  also,  on  the  falls  in  West  Ha- 
ven, budt  during  the  war  of  1812  and  14,  and 
made  nails  on  the  Fair  Haven  side  of  the  road, 
opposite  the  old  Smith  tavern.  He  early — about 
1304 — built  the  house  which  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Wm.  Pre-ton  ;  considered,  in  its 
day,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  whole  country. 

Family:  Betsey,  Lucy,  Lorn ine,  Wm.  Ward 
and  L.  J.  Mr.  S.  removed  to  Pauton.  where 
he  died  in  Fehruary,  13">3. 

William  L.  G..  Smith,  son  of  Apollos,  Jr., 
graduated  at  Middlebury  College,  and  is  now  a 
pract  aing  lawyer  in  Buffalo,  X.  Y. 

James  Witherell,  late  of  Detroit,  Michigan, 
formerly  of  Fair  Haven,  Vt.,  was  born  in  Mans- 
field, Mas-j.,  Juno  1G,  A.  D.,  1759.  His  ances- 
tors emigrated  from  England  soon  after  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Mayflower.    When  the  roar  of  ar- 


|  tillery  on  Bunker  Hill  started  the  Colonies  to 
arms,  he  volunteered,  June,  1775,  with  hia 
townsmen  to  go  to  the  siege  of  Boston.  After 
the  British  had  been  compelled  to  evacuate  Bos- 
ton  he  served  with  the  "grand army,"  as  it  was 
called,  during  the  whole  war  until  it  was  dis- 
banded at  Xewburg,  in  1733.  He  was  at  tlio 
battles  of  White  Plains,  (where  he  was  s -verely 
wounded,)  Bhode  Island,  Stillwater,  Bemis' 
Heights,  and  at  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  at 
Saratoga.  He  was  in  camp  at  Valley  Forge 
through  the  terrible  winter  of  starvation  and 
suffering,  and  in  the  following  summer  at  the 
battle  of  Monmouth,  and  bore  a  part  in  many 
other  actions  of  lesser  note.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  service  he  held  a  commission  in  the 
11th  Mass.  Reg.  on  the  Continental  establish- 
ment. On  the  disbanding  of  the  army  in  1783, 
ho  found  himself  in  the  possession  of  $  70,  in 
Continental  money,  the  avails  of  eight  years 
hard  service.  With  this  he  treated  a  brother 
officer  to  a  bowl  of  punch,  and  set  out  penniless 
to  fight  the  battle  of  life.  The  world  was  all 
before  him — where  and  what  to  choose  ;  and  he 
chose  Connecticut,  and  the  profes-don  of  medi- 
cine. Having  acquired  his  profession  he  started 
north  to  what  was  then  called  "  the  new  State," 
and  by  some  "  the  future  State" — Vermont. 
This  must  have  been  about  the  year  1733.  He 
stayed  a  while  with  Samuel  Beaman,  Esq.,  in 
Hampton,  and  then  came  to  Fair  Haven,  then 
a  new  and  sparsely  settled  town. 

He  first  located  to  practice  his  profession 
about  a  mile  west  of  the  "  city,''  as  it  was  then, 
and  for  many  years  afterwards,  called.*  The 
late  Major  T;lly  Gilbert  studied  medicine  with 
him,  and  bore  the  title  of  Dr.  Gilbert  for  years 
after.  About  1789,  the  young  Doctor  mar- 
ried Amy,  daughter  of  Charles  Hawkins,  Esq., 
and  a  lineal  descendant  of  Roger  Williams,  who 
with  his  family,  had  then  lately  removed  from 
Smithfield,  Rhode  Island,  to  Fair  Haven. 

Judge  Witherell  in  early  life  held  many  offi- 
ces; among  others  associate  and  chief  justice  of 
the  county  court  of  Rutland  county,  member  of 
the  Governor's  Council,  and  of  the  Legislature. 

In  1807  he  was  elected  to  Congress,  and  had 
the  pleasure  of  voting  for  the  act  abolishing  the 
slave  trade,  which  was  passed  in  1808.  While 
in  Congress  he  was  appointed  bv  President 
Jefferson  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court 
of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  soon  after  re- 
signing his  seat  in  Congress,  started  on  his  long 
journey  to  that  almost  terra  incognita — Michi- 
gan. The  territory  was  then  a  vast  wilderness, 
its  jurisdiction  extending  from  the  great  lakes 
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to  the  Pacific  ocean,  aud  containing  some  3000 
white  inhabitants,  scattered  along  the  margin  of 
the  lakes  and  mouths  of  the  rivers.  The  duties 
of  his  office  were  arduous,  the  governor  and 
judges  constituted  the  legislature  of  the  terri- 
tory, and  \vere  required  to  act  also  as  a  land 
board  in  adjusting  old  land  claims,  and  in  lay- 
ing out  a  new  city — Detroit. 

In  1S12,  the  war  with  England  was  declared, 
and  Judge  Withered,  being,  in  the  absence  of 
Governor  Hull,  the  only  Revolutionary  officer 
in  the  territory,  was  appointed  to  command  the 
"  Legion"'  ordered  out  to  defend  the  territory. 
He  was  soon  after  appointed  to  command  a  bat- 
talion of  volunteers. 

On  the  surrender  of  Detroit,  he  refused  to  sur 
render  his  corps,  but  let  them  disperse  wherever 
they  chose.  In  IS  10.  Judge  W.  removed  his 
family,  consisting  of  his  wife  and  6  children, 
from  Fair  Haven  to  Detroit;  but  the  hostilities 
of  the  savages,  who  were  hovering  about  Detroit 
in  vast  numbers,  induced  Mrs.  Witherell  and 
the  younger  children  to  return  on  a  visit  to 
Vermont,  in  the  autumn  of  1811. 

The  surrender  of  Detroit  made  judge  Wither- 
ell, his  sou  James  C.  C.  (who  was  an  officer  in 
the  volunteer  service,)  and  his  son-in-law,  Col. 
Joseph  Watson,  prisoners  of  war,  and  as  such 
they  w^re  sent  with  the  other  prisoners  to  Kings- 
ton, C.  W..  and  then  paroled  and  rejoined  their 
family,  who  had  assembled  in  West  Poultney. 
Vt.  After  being  exchanged  he  immediately  re- 
turned to  his  duties  as  judge,  and  continued  in 
the  same  office  20  years:  at  the  end  of  which 
lime*iie,  with  the  consent  of  President  Adams, 
exchanged  the  office  of  judge  for  that  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Territory. 

The  above  was  prepared  for  this  work  about 
six  years  ago,  by  Judge  WithereH's  youngest 
son,  Benjamin  F.  H.  Witherell,  who  was  him- 
self a  judge  in  the  circuit  court  of  Michigan,  and 
a  highly  respect' d  and  influential  citizen  of  De- 
troit ;  but  who  has  since,  also,  passed  away.  • 

Judge  Witherell.  Sen.  died  at  his  residence  in 
Detroit.  Jan.  9,  1838,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the 
bar  of  the  supreme  court  of  Michigan,  held  the 
following  day,  and  presided  over  by  Hon.  Hen- 
ry Chipman,  resolutions  of  respect  and  mourn- 
ing were  adopted. 

He  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Billings,  of 
Mansfield.  Mass.;  came  to  Fair  Haven  in  1789, 
and  married  Amy  Hawkins,  November  11, 
1790;  having  the  following  family  born  in 
town  : 

1.  James  Cullen  C,  b.  July  14,  1701;  en- 
tered, Middkbury  College  in  1S0S  or  '09,  but 


left  and  removed  to  Detroit  with  his  lather's 
family  in  1810;  was  there  taken  prisoner  by 
the  English  at  the  surrender  of  the  city ;  wa3 
paroled  and  went  to  Poultney,  where  he  re- 
mained an  invalid  for  about  a  year,  and  d.ed 
Aug.  2G,  1813. 

2.  Sarah  Myra,  b.  Sept.  16,  1792  ;  m  Col. 
Joseph  Watson.  She  died  in  Poultney,  March 
22,  1818,  in  the  25th  year  of  her  age. 

3.  Betsey  Matilda,  b.  in  1793;  m.  Dr.  Ebe- 
nezer  Hurd. 

4.  Mary  Amy,  b.  Oct.,  1795  ;  m.  Thomas 
Palmer.  He  died  in  Detroit,  Aug.  3.  I8G8. 
Mrs.  Palmer  still  lives,  occasionally  visiting  her 
native  town,  aud  has  contributed  to  the  interest 
and  value  of  this  volume.  She  has  two  children 
living;  Thomas  W.  Palmer,  in  Detroit,  aud  Ju- 
lia Elizabeth,  who  is  married  to  Henry  W.  Hub- 
bard, and  resides  in  New  York. 

5.  Benjamin  F.,  b.  in  1797;  d.  June  22,  '67. 

6.  James  B.,  b.  May  12,  '99  ;  became  a  mid- 
shipman in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  and  died  Oct.  20, 
'22,  of  a  malignant  fever,  on  the  U.  S.  ship  Pea- 
cock, during  a  pasage  from  Havana  to  Hampton 
Roads. 

7.  Benjamin  F.  H.,  m.  Mary  Ann  Sprague, 
of  Poultney,  in  1823.  Family,  Martha  E.,  d.; 
James  B.,  was  lost  at  sea,  in  1861  ;  Harriet  C.p 
m.  Friend  Palmer;  Julia  A.,  m.  Henry  A.  Lacy  ; 
and  Charles  I. 

Nathaniel  Dickinson  came  into  town  from 
Massachusetts,  as  early  as  1790.  He  built  a 
store  near  Dr.  Witherell's  on  West  street.  In 
June  '95,  he  was  keeping  Col.  Lyon's  tavern, 
and  kept  it  for  several  years  afterward,  lie 
was  constable  in  1802,  and  is  said  to  have  lived 
in  a  part  of  the  old  Ilenne.-sy  house  in  '04,  and 
to  have  been  afflicted  with  paralysis.  He  resid- 
ed in  West  Haven,  near  Dr.  Smith's,  in  1S'J9, 
and  died  there  in  July  '11.  His  funeral  was 
held  at  the  church  on  the  14th  of  July.  His 
wife  was  Sally  Gilbert,  only  sister  of  Tilly  Gil- 
bert.   She  died  December,  1810,  aged  42  years. 

James  Downey.  "  James  Downe"  took  the 
freeman's  oath  September,  1791,  and  we  hear 
that  a  man  of  this  name  lived  where  Cyrus  C. 
Whipple  now  does,  working  for  Col;  Lyon  in  the 
forge,  and  that  he  had  several  sons,  among  them 
one  Lysauder  "  Dowuie,"  who  drew  a  prize  of 
$  10,000  in  a  lottery,  went  away  and  educated 
j  himself,  and  then  purchased  a  military  commis- 
!  aion  in  the  British  army  in  Canada,  and  became 
commander  of  the  English  licet  that  fought 
against  Commodore  McDouough  in  tiie  war  of 
1812  and  '14.  We  cannot  verify  the  story  aud 
give  it  for  what  it  is  worth. 
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Benjamin  "Watson  took  the  freeman's  oath 
here  in  July,  '91,  resided  with  Joshua  Quinton 
at  a  later  period,  Mr.  Quinton  having  married 
his  daughter.  He  is  said  to  have  been  drowned 
through  the  iee  near  the  eastern  shore  of  Cas- 
tleton  Pond — Lake  Bomoseen— on  a  Christmas 
eve. 

Col.  Joseph  Watson  m.  the  eldest  daughter 
of  Judge  Witherell,  and  owned  property  and  re- 
sided for  a  while  in  the  town,  as  early  as  1814. 
He  died  at  "Washington,  D.  C,  and  left  two 
children. 

Jeremiah  Dwyer  came  to  Fair  Haven  from 
Pomfret.Vt,  through  the  influence  of  Col.  Lyon, 
about  1793.  In  December,  '95,  he  was  post 
rider  from  the  printing-office  in  Fair  Haven, 
through  Castlcton,  Hubb-irdton,  Sudbury,  Whit- 
ing and  Cornwall  to  Mlddlebury  Falls. 

Family:  Jeremiah  Howard,  Polly,  James, 
Fanny,  Hannah.  John,  Patrick  and  William. 

Jeremiah  H.  was  a  Baptist  minister,  and  re- 
moved to  Whitehall,  where  he  married  a  Miss 
Barlow.  He  is  said  to  have  been  involved  in 
the  conspiracy  to  blow  up  Squire  Cook's  office 
in  Poultrey,  and  to  have  fled  the  State  in  con- 
sequence. He  had  two  sons  who  were  min- 
isters. 

Polly,  in  1827,  named  as  "  a  sick  person 
chargeable  on  the  town." 

Joseph  Sheldon,  son  of  Joseph  Sheldon  of 
Dorset,  b.  in  1776 ;  came  to  Fair  Haven  in  '98, 
he  being  then  22  years  old.  He  married  Dia- 
dama  Preston  of  Foultney,  about  the  year 
1800. 

He  engaged  in  farming  and  an  extensive 
lumber  business,  and  rearing  his  large  family. 

His  ttife  died  June  29,  '46,  and  he  married 
2d,  Rachel  Preston,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 

Family:  Julia  d. ;  Joseph,  Harmon,  Erne- 
line,  Asaph  d.,  Betsey  Eliza,  John  P.  and  Lou- 
isa L. 

Capt.  Joseph  Sheldon  ran  a  boat  through  the 
Champlain  Canal  from  the  time  he  was  21  years 
old  until  the  year  '36.  For  ten  years  afterward 
he  ran  his  boat  from  Whitehall  to  New  York, 
through  the  carnal  and  river. 

He  engaged  extensively,  after  '46,  in  farm- 
ing and  sheep  raising,  obtaining  a  large  reputa- 
tion for  the>  value  of  his  stock.  He  has  also 
worked  a  valuable  quarry  of  slate  on  his  Scotch 
Hill  farm.  He  has  been  for  a  number  of  years 
pre<id<,-nt  of  the  First  National  Bank,  of  which 
his  son-in-law,  S.  W.  Bailey,  is  cashier. 

Josuu  Norton,  Esq.,  who  is  mentioned  as 
having  bought  out  the  paper-mill  and  much  of 
Col.Lyoi.'s  interests  in  the  town  in  the  year  1800, 


was  born  October  12,  1747.  He  removed  from 
Berlin,  Ct,  to  Castlcton,  in  '97,  and  died  in  Fair 
Haven  March  26,  1803,  aged  55  years.  Ho  wa3 
buried  in  Castleton.  His  first  wife.  Rebecca 
Cogswell,  died  Jan.  14,  '97,  aged  42  years. 
Children :  Lucinda,  Abigail,  Salmon,  Burke 
Eli,  Rebecca,  Erastus  and  Isaac.  He  married, 
2d,  widow  Margaret  Cole,  who  survived  him, 
and  afterward  married  Moses  Sheldon  of  Rupert. 
Lucinda  m.  (2d)  a  Mr.  Boland,  who  died  in  the 
war  of  '12  and  '14.  She  died  in  Castleton, 
March  1,  '43. 

Rebecca  married  Alexander  Dunohue,  and 
afterwards  Dr.  A.  Kendrick  of  East  Poultney. 
She  died  about  '40  Erastus  died  in  the  war  of 
'12  and  '14.  Isaac  married  Mrs.  Adams  of 
Hampton,  X.  Y.   He  died  in  Benson,  about  '53. 

Salmon  Norton,  Esq.,  eldest  son  of  Josiah 
Norton,  born  in  Berlin,  Ct.,  in  1782;  upon  his 
father's  death,  in  March,  1803,  succeeded  to  the 
possession  of  the  paper-mill  and  lands  adjoining. 
Ho  was  chosen  constable  and  collector  in  '05  and 
'06,  and  selectman  in  '09.  He  was  chosen  con- 
stable again  in  March,  '12,  but  resigned  his  office 
in  Sept.,  as  be  says  "  he  is  detached  for  a  cam- 
paigu  in  the  war."  He  enlisted  as  adjutant  un- 
der Gen.  Orms,  and  went  to  Burlington,  where  he 
was  stationed  under  Gen.  Williams.  His  family 
were  living  at  this  time  in  the  house  formerly 
owned  by  his  father,  east  from  the  church.  He 
came  home  on  a  visit  in  the  winter,  was  taken, 
suddenly  sick.  Dr.  Hurd  bled  him,  and  he  died 
Jan.  7,  '13,  in  the  32d  year  of  his  age.  He  mar- 
ried, about  18C2.  Rebecca,  a  daughter  of  Mi- 
chael Merritt.  Th^y  had  children  :  Josith,  d. 
Salmon  C.  d.  Lucy  Maria,  Glorvina  Emily  and 
Josiah. 

Mr.  Norton's  widow  is  said  to  have  married 
John  W.  Robinson,  a  poor  man  called  "long 
John." 

Daniel  Munoer  came  from  Litchfield,  Ct, 
in  the  summer  of '83 — settled  on  what  is  known 
as  the  "  Munger  road."  He  was  a  deacon  in 
the  church,  and  had  the  reputation  of  being 
very  rigidly  religious.  He  died  Feb.  10,  1S05, 
in  his  80th  year.    He  had  a  brother  Eli. 

Family :  Asahel,  Elizabeth,  Hannah,  Cal- 
vin,, Phebe. 

Calvin-  Munger,  son  of  Daniel,  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade  of  Stephen  Rogers,  and 
bought  out  Itogfrs'  house,  shop  and  tannery 
on  the  west  side  of  the  common,  March  31, 
1801.  He  died  April  17,  1806,  in  his  3lst  year, 
and  his  wife  removed  to  Shoreham.  They  had 
two  sons  :  one  of  them,  Sendol  Barnes  Mun- 
ger, born  here  October  5,  1S02,  was  educated 
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at  Middlebury  College,  and  went  to  India  a3  a 
Missionary  in  '34. 

Gordon  Johnson,  originally  from  Guilford, 
Ct,  came  into  Fair  Haven  from  Granville,  1SL 
Y.,  about  1802.  He  -was  a  fuller  and  clothier 
and  had  a  fulling-mill  near  the  river,  south  of 
Gen.  Onus's  saw- mill.  He  was  driven  out  of 
his  house  by  the  great  freshet  of  July,  1811, 
and  removed  his  residence. 

To  an  account  against  Enoch  Wright  for 
dressing  cloth,  beginning  in  April,  1805,  and 
dated  at  Fair  Haven,  March  19,  1806,  he  ap- 
pends these  amusing  lines : 

"  The  above  account,  if  you  will  pay  in  wheat, 
I  and  my  family  will  eat ; 
But  if  you  do  n't,  I'll  tell  you  what, 
I  and  my  family  must  go  to  pot : 
But  if  you  pay  in  wheat  at  large, 
I  and  my  family  will  you  discharge." 

He  died  in  1812.  His  family  were:  Clar- 
issa F.,  Gurdon  C,  Vacton,  Esther,  Brainard 
and  Statyria. 

Esther  -  was  a  poetess,  and  stories 

were  told  in  former  years  of  her  hermit-like 
haunt  in  one  of  the  ancient  "  pot-holes"  at  the 
foot  of  the  Dry  Falls,  whither  she  was  accus- 
tomed to  retire  to  indulge  the  visitations  of  the 
Muses.  She  married  Corril  White,  and  re- 
moved to  Skaneateles,  N.  Y.,  and  is  said  to  re- 
side now  in  the  town  of  Aurora,  Y. 

Paul  Guilford,  Sen.,  came  to  Fair  Haven 
from  Conway,  Mass.,  in  the  fall  of  '98.  One 
tradition  is,  that  while  in  Massachusetts  his 
wife  left  him  and  went  to  reside  among  the 
Quakers  ;  while,  according  to  another  account, 
he  came  away  from  Conway  to  get  rid  of  her. 
He  married  Deborah  Bundy,  in  Fair  Haven, 
and  is  said  to  have  dropped  down  dead  in  the 
corn-field. 

Jonathan  Cadt,  born  May  19,  1760,  is  said 
to  have  resided  at  one  time  on  Hampton  hills. 
He  was  schopl  committee  in  South  district  in 
1807.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution;  was  stationed  for  a  time  at  Fort 
Ticonderoga,  and  wa3  present  at  the  surrender 
of  Gen.  Burgoyne.  He  lived  to  be  92  years 
old,  walking  to  the  village  of  Westport,  5  miles 
and  back,  only  a  few  days  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Westport  September  20,  '52. 

John  Cady,  born  June  7,  1762,  came  from 
Reading  to  Fair  Haven  in  1S03 — remaining  here 
until  '13.  Ho  is  said  to  have  built  a  house  in 
the  woods,  east  of  where  John  Moore  lives,  but 
Fold  the  place  to  Maj.  Tilly  Gilbert  as  early  as 
'07,  and  removed  into  the  grist-mill  house, 
where  he  lived  in  '08.    lie  left  Fair  Haven  in 


'13,  and  died  in  Wirt,  N.  Y.,  in  '45,  in  his  83d 
year.  He  married  first  a  Clark,  and  afterwards 
a  Sherwin.  He  had  children :  Benjamin  ; 
Adin,  who  was  fife-major  in  the  11th  Regiment 
in  the  war  of  '12,  and  died  in  the  army.  lie 
is  said  to  have  been  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Lundy's  Lane,  and  brought  into  Buffalo,  where 
the  physician  pronounced  him  in  a  fair  way  to 
recover;  but  upon  the  removal  of  the  hospital 
patients  from  the  city  at  the  threatened  attack 
of  the  British,  he  was  exposed,  took  cold  and 
died  in  the  hospital — children:  Lucinda,  d. ; 
Hannah,  b.  :95 — is  still  living  in  Illinois  ;  Lewis 
— now  resides  in  Whalousburg,  N.  Y. ;  Clark  C, 
who  resides  in  Middlebury,  Yc. ;  Eliza  and  Ze- 
ruah,  who  died  and  were  buried  in  Fair  Haven, 
and  Eliza,  the  youngest,  who  now  resides  in  Al- 
leghany county,  X.  Y. 

Oliver  Cadt  b.  September  20,  '81,  came  in- 
to town  from  Reading  in  1803,  and  took  the 
freeman's  oath  here  at  the  freemau's  meeting 
in  September  of  that  year.  He  is  mentioned  as 
leader  of  the  choir  of  the  Congregational  soci- 
ety in  1801.  He  married,  Oct.  12,  '05,  Abi- 
gail Brainard,  a  daughter  of  Deacon  Timothy 
Brainard.  Both  were  very  fond  of  music,  and 
communicated  the  musical  talent  to  their  child- 
ren. They  are  said  to  have  lived  over  the  riv- 
er in  Mr.  Richard's  neighborhood,  in  1811. 
They  resided  in  Orwell  in  '13;  and  either 
while  there  or  previously,  he  went  out  as  drum- 
major  with  a  company  which  started  to  join  the 
American  army  at  Plattsburuh  ;  (probably  the 
company  from  Fair  Haven)  but  too  late  to  tako 
part  in  the  battle.  From  Orwell  they  seem  to 
have  gone  to  West  Rutland  to  reside  in  1815. 
From  West  Rutland  they  removed  to  Westport 
X.  Y.,  in  the  fall  of  !19,  where  Mr.  Cady  died, 
April  30,  '41.  She  lived  until  April  of  the 
present  year,  when  she  died  at  82  years  of  age, 
at  Plato,  111.  She  was  a  woman  of  great  ener- 
gy and  executive  talent — "active  and  playful  as 
a  child  up  to  the  very  day  of  her  death,  and 
"  talked  of  her  death  as  cheerfully  as  if  it  wero 
only  a  pleasant  journey." 

Mr.  Cady  suffered  from  poor  health  the  last 
years  of  his  life,  so  that  while  ''honest  and 
thoroughly  upright,"  "  despising  a  mean  act," 
he  lost  his  property  and  left  his  family  in  debt. 
This  indebtedness  was  paid  by  his  widow,  with 
the  help  of  her  youngest  son,  Ohauneey  M, 
who  worked  out  on  a  farm  at  $10  per  mouth, 
for  two  seasons  after  the  father's  demise.  Of 
such  stuff  was  his  family  made. 

Children :  Clara,  Charlotte,  Calvin  Brainard, 
born  July  11,  1800,  at  Fair  Ha  von;  a  gradu- 
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ate  of  Middlebury  College,  and  Congregational 
minister  at  A] burgh  Spa,  Vt. 

Charles  Thomas,  b.  May  18.  1811,  at  Fair 
Haven  ;  now  in  Detroit,  and  former  member  of 
the  Michigan  Legislature. 

Cornelius  Sidney,  b.  in  Orwell,  Feb.  28,  '13, 
is  a  graduate  of  Oberlin  College  and  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  and  a  Congregational  minister  at 
Evaus^on,  111.,  near  Chicago. 

Chester  Oliver,  b.  in  West  Rutland,  '17  ;  died 
at  Coo;;erstown.  X.  T.,  '44. 

Chauncey  Marvin,  b.  in  Westport,  N.  Y ,  May 
16,  '24;  fitted  fir  college  at  Oberlin;  engaged 
in  a  clerkship  in  Michigan  ;  taught  music  and 
assisted  to  found  Olivet  Tollege  in  Michigan  ; 
and.  graduating  from  Michigan  University  in 
'51,  went  to  New  York  and  engaged  with  W. 
B.  Bradbury  in  musical  labors,  being  editor  of 
the  Ntw  York  Musical  Review  until,  in  '56,  he 
removed  ;o  fh.ea.o,  and  has  been  engaged  wi  h 
George  F.  Root,  in  the  publication  and  sale  of 
music,  under  the  firm  name  of  Root  &  Cady, 
since  December.  '5S. 

Caroline  Matilda,  b.  in  Bridport,  Yt. ;  d.  at 
Elizabethtowri.  N.  Y.,  in  '32. 

Elijah  Coleman*,  a  nephew  of  Dr.  James 
Withereli,  took  the  freeman's  oath  here  in  Sep- 
tember. 1803 — studied  medicine  with  Dr.  With- 
erell,  and  went  away  in  1 S'  '8_ 

Amos  Clark  of  Whitehall,  in  December,  '04, 
came  and  lived  on  Scotch  Hill.  He  worked  at 
coaling  for  Jacob  Davey,  until  June,  '13,  when 
he  purchased  20  acres  of  land,  and  thereon  built 
and  resided  for  some  years.  His  wife's  name 
was  Petsey.  He  had  also  a  daughter  Betsey, 
and  a  son  Joseph  who  taught  singing,  and  af- 
terward became  an  Episcopal  clergyman  ;  is  said 
to  have  removed  to  Skaneateles,  X.  Y.,  and  to 
have  died  in  the  West. 

Elder  Jordan  Dodge  was  a  Baptist  preach- 
er, resident  here  in  1804,  and  is  said  to  have 
been  really  the  first  settled  minister  of  the  town. 
He  preached  in  the  school-house  and  in  private 
houses,  and  a  portion  of  the  time  at  the  church 
in  Hampton.  In  common  with  many  others, 
and  in  keeping  with  the  custom  of  the  day,  he 
was  warned  out  of  town,  with  his  family,  in 
May.  1804.  He  lived  at  one  time  on  the  south 
side  of  West  street,  beyond  the  old  burrinw- 
ground;  at  another  nnd  perhaps  a  later  period, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  street  running  past  the 
iron  works,  then  called  "Johnny-cake  Lane;" 
having  a  shop  on  the  rocks  above  the  iron 
works,  where  lie  is  said  to  have  worked  at  his 
trade  of  nail-making  Dr.  Beaman  represents 
him  as  a  bloomer,  working  in  the  forge  during 


the  week,  and  preaching  on  Sunday.  He  was 
a  man  of  excitable  temper,  excentric;  natur- 
ally talented  and  witty.  Numerous  anecdote 
and  stories  are  told  concerning  him,  all  similar- 
ly characteristic- 
It  is  related  that,  as  he  had  some  trouble  in 
the  church — the  church  taking  him  to  discipline 
for  some  violence  on  his  part,  he  felt  himself 
persecuted,  and  remarked  that  an  apple  tree 
which  held  many  clubs  in  its  branches  was  club- 
bed on  account  of  the  superior  quality  of  i;s 
fruit:  when  one  hearing  it  replied,  that  some- 
times trees  were  clubbed  because  of  great  hor- 
net's nests  contained  in  them. 

Dr.  Beaman  refers  to  two  of  his  children,  and 
relates  another  anecdote  quite  in  keeping  with, 
the  above.* 

The  following  epitaph  is  handed  down  by 
tradiiion  as  written  by  Elder  Dodge  : 

"  Xlere  lies  old  Dodge,  who  dodged  all  good, 
Bnt  never  dodged  evil; 
He  'lodged  all  he  could, 
But  never  dodged  the  Devil." 

Jacob  Davey.  for  many  years  the  most  prom- 
inent and  active  business  man  of  Fair  Haven, 
was  born  in  Boonton,  N.  J.,  Nov.  12,  1771. 
His  family,  consisting  of  his  mother  and  sister, 
afterwards  resided  in  Morristown,  N.  J.— mar- 
ried Miss  Phebe  Dey.  December  8,  '95,  and  re- 
sided in  Dover,  N.  J.,  where  their  first  three 
children  were  born,  and  where  the  second  died. 

In  the  spring  of  1800  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Yergennes,  Yt.,  where  Lucy,  a':er- 
wardsMrs.  Colburn,  was  born  in  October.  18.01. 
Delia,  now  Mrs.  Stowe,  was  born  in  Ferris- 
burgh,  in  March,  1803,  and  Mr.  Davey  is  said  co 
have  spent  one  year  in  Bridport. 

He  came  to  Fair  Haven  in  the  spring  of  1S04 
to  superintend  the  iron  works  for  Dan  Smith, 
and  brought  his  family  hither  in  the  fall.  He 
first  resided  for  several  years  in  the  house  at 
the  foot  of  the  hill,  where  Cyrus  C.  Whipple 
now  resides,  and  had  an  office  or  store  on  the 
hill  above  the  house.  He  bought  the  works  of 
Mr.  Smith,  together  with  about  6  acres  of  land 
extending  along  the  river  westward  to  the 
turnpike,  and  covering  the  spot  on  which  he  af- 
terward built,  (in  October,  '07.)  and  where  the 
family  has  so  long  resided  ;  at  the  same  time 
taking  a  lease  for  7  years,  with  the  privilege 
of  purchasing,  of  the  three  hundred  acres  of 
land  owned  by  Mr.  Smith  iu  connection  with 

*  See  Rev.  Dr.  Be;iinaiTs  letter,  after  history  of  the 
Baptist  church. — Ed. 
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the  works,  lying  on  the  east  and  south,  beyond 
the  river,  which  he  purchased  in  June,  1812. 

Mr.  Davey's  business  transactions  were  ex- 
tensive, and  prove  him  to  have  been  a  man  of 
remarkable  capacity  and  enterprise.  Besides 
carrying  on  his  forge  and  rolling-mill,  lie  was 
engaged  with  Messrs.  Parsons  &  Foster  in  full- 
ing and  finishing  cloths  during  the  time  of  the 
war  of  '12 — was  one  of  the  building  commit- 
tee of  the  new  meeting-house  ;  he  erected  his 
own  new  and  large  dwelling-house  in  1815 — 
moving  into  it  in  October;  and  when  his  works 
were  burned  in  November,  he  at  once  re-built 
them,  and  erected  numerous  other  dwelling- 
houses  for  the  use  of  his  men.  He  owned  and 
ran  the  saw  mill  on  the  Lower  Falls,  and  after- 
ward bought  the  saw-mill  on  the  rocks  above 
his  works,  together  with  a  house  near  the  bridge 
which  had  been  occupied  by  Salem  Ryder  just 
previous  to  '22.  He  dealt  extensively  in  real 
estate,  and  was  one  of  the  selectmen  of  the 
town  in  '13,  '14  and  '15.  Though  not  a  mem- 
ber of  the  church,  he  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Congregational  society,  and  contributed  lib- 
erally to  the  support  of  public  institutions — was 
a  Federalist  in  his  politics,  and  in  the  time  of 
the  war  belonged  to  the  "Washingtonian  Benev- 
olent Society,  a  political  organiztion  supported 
by  the  Federalists. 

He  was  behindhand  with  none  in  merry  wit 
and  the  humorous  joke.  Instances  are  remem- 
bered and  related  of  his  quickness  in  repartee. 
He  appreciated  the  benefits  of  education,  and 
gave  his  children  more  than  common  facilities 
for  culture.  He  died  at  his  home,  Oct.  15,  '43  ; 
his  wife  Jan.  19,  '56. 

His  family  were  :  Mary  Ann,  James  Dey, 
Albert  Vincent,  Lucy,  Delia  H.,  Caroline,  Jane 
Eliza,  Phebe  Loraine,  John  Jacob,  said  to  have 
been  a  portrait  painter  in  Spain,  several  years 
since. 

Israel,  born  in  Fair  Haven  May  28,  1813; 
married  Harriet  Kilbom,  daughter  of  Alphon- 
80  Kilbora,  then  of  Hydeville,  Nov.  12,  '56; 
was  engaged  some  years  in  the  mercantile  bu- 
siness with  Mr.  James  Adams  of  Casllcton  ;  at 
his  father's  decease  came  to  Fair  Haven  as  ad- 
ministrator of  the  estates,  and  remained  in  the 
town  as  proprietor  of  the  iron-works  until  his 
death,  Aug.  14,  1869. 

Christopher  31,  b.  in  Fair  Haven  Aug.  1,  '15; 
m.  Narciss  i  B.,  daughter  of  Hon.  Myron  Clark, 
late  of  Manchester,  in  June,  '44  ;  was  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  University  of  Vermont,  in  the  chiss 
of  '41  ;  engaged  in  trade  in  Burlington  a  num- 
ber of  years  ;  was  a  short  time  connected  with 


the  Western  Vermont  Railroad  a.%  receiver; 
died  very  suddenly  at  his  resilience  in  E  ir'a:  i, 
on  the  evening  of  April  8,  '70,  having  bus  j  ist 
returned  from  Fair  Haven,  whither  he  had  been 
during  the  day,  and  where  he  bad  been  v  -  sev- 
eral years  previously,  engaged  in  the  flare-quar- 
rying business.  His  family  were.  Jane  Eliza, 
the  wile  of  Henry  W.  Cheney  of  R  tland.  ar.i 
Henry  Clark,  who  graduated  at  Wiiiiams  Col- 
lege in  '69. 

Chalon  F.,  b.  in  Fair  Haven.  Aug.  23,  1317; 
was  married  to  Georgiana  H.  Vernon,  Dec.  23, 
'43  ;  resided  several  years  in  Burlington,  where 
he  was  liberally  educated  at  the  Ui.ivers  tr, 
and  has  iatterly  been  associated  with  ;ie  Lire 
insurance  business  in  New  York  city. 

Benjamin  Hickok  was  born  in  Castleton  ; 
resided  in  Hubbardton  at  the  time  of  the  bsttie 
in  September,  1777,  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  i 
party  of  Indians  and  tories  on  Sunday  m  >m:ng 
while  at  breakfast.  He  removed  to  Fair  Haven 
in  the  spring  of  1804,  buying  a  farm  of  52  acres  ; 
was  a  surveyor  of  highways  in  1805,  and  one 
of  the  selectmen  in '06.  He  died  March  21, 
1825,  aged  83.  Family  :  Matthew,  Benjamin, 
Nancy,  Elias,  Elias  2d  and  Mary. 

Andrew  McFarland,  known  as  "Capt  Mc 
Farland,"  came  to  Fair  Haven  from  Hampton, 
N.  Y.,  and  had  a  store  of  goods  in  the  old  ^..rle 
and  White  store,  about  LS04  ;  succeed: a?  Mr. 
Gilbert  in  the  office  of  postmaster,  also,  abous 
the  same  time.  Failing  in  business.  Lis  uncle, 
Joshua  Quinton,  took  charge  of  his  gcods  &ud 
debts,  in  1806. 

He  was  deputy  custom-house  officer'*  in 
'09  and  '10,  and  is  reported  to  have  made  a 
noted  seizure  of  some  $  2U00  worth  of  smus- 
gled  dry  goods  at  Granville.  N.  Y. ;  the  e x^La 
having  been  purchased  with  butter,  in  Caxsaoa. 
for  Elisha  Parkhill,  and  being  at  the  time  . 
transitu  for  the  South— Joel  Hamilton  and  Ele- 
azer  Claghorn  conveying  them  in  a  clandes- 
tine manner  in  their  wagons,  and  pieteadmc*- 
they  had  wheat. 

From  Fair  Haven  Mr.  McFarland  went  i~:o 
the  army  in  1812,  and  was  stationed  at  Sackeita 
Harbor  as  captain  of  a  Company  ofcavali  v .  c :  »- 
ed  his  family  toSackett'a  Harbor  in  '10,  ar.u  wag 
there  keeping  a  large  public  house  in  "Id  ;  af- 
terwards removing  to  Ohio.  He  married  Sallv 
Bronson  of  Granville,  X.  Y. ;  had  a  son  Qu'a- 
ton,  and  a  daughter  Eliza  Ann. 

Christopher  Minot,  cashier  of  a  1  ••.  s  in 
Boston,  married  for  his  second  wile  Catherine 
Cutler,  widow  of  Dr.  Simeon  Smith  of  West 
Haven,  about  1S05,  and  came  to  West  Hjv.z 
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to  reside  ;  buying  in  October,  '05,  a  strip  of 
land  where  Ira  C.  Allen's  new  marble  dwelling- 
house  now  stands — added  to  it  by  two  further 
purchases,  and  erected  the  large  building  there- 
on which  was  for  many  years,  and  recently,  the 
home  of  Judge  Kittredge.  The  building  was 
constructed  for  a  place  of  resort  and  musical 
entertainment,  and  made  use  of  as  such. 

On  the  completion  of  the  new  school-house 
in  Fair  Haven,  in  '06,  Mr.  Minot  presented  the 
town,  or  district,  with  a  bell  for  the  same,  and 
the  bell  still  swings  in  the  belfry  of  the  town 
hall  and  village  school-house,  bearing  the  in- 
scription :  "  1306.  G.  Holbrook,  Brookfield. 
Presented  by  C.  Minot,  Fair  Haven." 

Mr.  M.  died  in  West  Haven,  Aug.  22,  '24,  in 
his  71st  year,  and  his  widow  March  30,  '33, 
aged  72  years.  His  family  were,  by  his  first 
wife,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mehitable,  George  and 
Frank. 

Joel  Beamast,  a  brother  of  Luke  Beamnn, 
came  to  this  town  from  Leominster,  Mass.,  in 
the  spring  of  1S05.  and  engaged  with  John  Her- 
ring and  Moses  Colton  in  the  paper-making  bu- 
siness— hiring  the  papermill  which  was  then 
owned  by  Alexander  Dunahue  of  Castleton, 
and  running  it  until  the  March  following,  when 
it  was  burned. 

Buying  out  Mr.  Dunahue  after  the  fire,  they 
immediately  set  to  work  to  erect  a  new  mill, 
which  was  run  by  the  m  in  company  till  April, 
1311.  Mr.  B.  then  sold  to  his  partners,  having 
removed  to  Poultney,  and  there  opened  a  pub- 
lic house  at  the  West  village. 

Mr  Bearr.an  married  in  1808,  Lydia,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Brown,  Esq.  He  died  in  roultney, 
March  20,  '46,  leaving  children :  George  II., 
formerly  editor  of  the  Rutland  Herald,  now 
residing  at  Centre  Rutland ;  Mary  L.,  deceased  ; 
Minerva  L.,  m.  Rollin  0.  Mallary:  Mary,  Joel 
D.,  John  B.,  lawyer  in  Poultney  ;  Jencks.  grad- 
uated at  West  Point,  and  died  in  '40,  on  his 
way  home  from  the  Mexican  war;  Cullen  C, 
keeps  a  public  house  in  Poultney ;  Caroline  L. ; 
Charles  II.,  June  and  Frances  H. 

Joun*  Beamax,  originally  from  Massachusetts, 
came  hither  from  Rutland,  where  he  had  mar- 
ried Sally  RuFsel — was  a  silversmith  by  trade, 
and  owned  and  occupied  a  shop  standing  near 
where  the  office  built  by  Col  Allen  now  stands, 
in  1817,  after  Mr.  Wilmot's  death.  He  is  said  to 
have  had  a  she. p.  at  a  later  period,  near  where  j 
Richard  W.  Sutl ill's  tailor  shop  now  is.  It  was 
a  new  shop  in  Is  11.  He  was  keeping  the  tav- 
ern house  of  Mrs.  Lucy  Wilmot  in  '16  and  '17, 
and  in  the  c  Id  summer  of  'iC  he  raised  30  bush- 


els of  potatoes  from  a  peck  of  seed  planted  by 
him  in  the  garden,  then  west  of  the  hotel  barns  ; 
a  harvest  which  was  considered  note  worthy 
for  the  year. 

It  is  said  that  James  Olds,  who  worked  for 
Beaman,  and  one  Clark,  were  taken  up  for 
stealing  silver  ware  from  Beaman's  shop.  Olds 
got  clear,  but  Clark  went  to  State's  Prison. 

In  '19  and  '20  Beaman  kept  a  public  house 
in  Bridport,  and  in  August,  '20.  bought  a  farm 
in  this  town,  and  moved  on  to  it. 

He  was  constable  in  '23  and  '24,  and  kept  the 
Dennis  tavern  after  Mr.  Dennis'  departure  from 
town  in  '23.  He  removed  to  West  Troy,  where 
he  died. 

Luke  Beamax,  a  brother  to  Joel,  and  10 
years  younger,  came  from  Leominster,  Mass , 
to  Putney  in  the  fall  of  '16,  bringing  Betsey 
Gibson,  in  the  winter,  and  marrying  her  in 
Chester,  on  the  way,  Jan.  17,  '17.  He  was  en- 
gaged for  about  20  years  in  manufacturing 
combs  in  the  building  which  was  long  used  for 
a  depot,  and  lately  removed.  In  '34  he  bought 
the  store  and  dwelling  of  Worcester  Morse, 
in  Fair  Haven,  and  removed  here  in  the  follow- 
ing spring,  carrying  on  the  mercantile  business 
at  the  old  stand  recently  removed  to  give  place 
to  the  new  hank  building,  and  remodeling  the 
house  in  which  Dr.  Wakefield  now  lives  into  a 
hotel,  in  1836. 

Mrs.  Beaman  died  Aug.  17,  '44  :  he  removed 
to  Port  Kent,  X.  Y.,  in  '47,  and  afterwards  re- 
sided at  Mooer's  Junction. 

John  Herring-  came  from  Sutton,  Mass.,  in 
1805,  and  engasred,  as  has  been  seen,  with 
Messrs.  Colton  &,  Beaman  in  paper-making.  He 
married  Sally  Brevort  of  West  Haven,  and  had 
three  children  in  tbe  public  school  of  1812.  He 
removed  to  West  Rutland  and  kept  a  public 
house  for  a  time,  and  then  went  to  Marcellus,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  is  said  to  have  built  a  paper-mill. 
He  had  a  brother  Absalom  who  worked  with 
him  while  here. 

Moses  Colton"  came  here  from  Sutton,  Mass., 
in  1805,  and  hired  the  paper-mill  in  company 
with  Joel  Beaman  and  John  Herring,  of  Alex- 
ander Dunahue,  ft>r  one  year.    [See  Beaman.] 

In  March,  '13,  Mr.  Colton  bought  Herring's 
half  interest  in  the  same — they  together  having 
previously  bought  out  Beaman's  interest,  in 
April,  1S11.    Mr.  C.  retained  an  interest  in  the 
I  business  till  '2B. 

He  was  constable  and  collector  in  March,  '06; 
one  of  the  selectmen  in  '09;  captain  of  the  mi- 
litia in  '14.  and  afterwards  colonel 
Col.  Colton  leased  the  Lyon  tavern  house  for 
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5  vears  ;  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  lease  in 
7)4,  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Lafayette, 
Ind..  where  he  resided  as  lately  as  '51,  when 
last  heard  from. 

He  first  married  Miss  Betsey  "Waters,  from 
Massachusetts,  who  died  June  10,  '24,  in  her 
42d  year,  leaving  two  children  :  Cullen  C.  W., 
born  Nov.  11,  1809 — became  a  clerk  with  Peter 
Myers  of  Whitehall,  N.  Y. ;  removed  to  Lafay- 
ette, Indiana,  and  is  President  of  the  Wabash 
Land  Company.  Elizabeth  Adeline  married 
Elkinah  Mason  of  Castleton. 

Col.  lolton  married,  2d,  his  first  wife's  sister, 
Lydia  A.  "Waters. 

Jabob  Barnes,  a  soldier  for  7  years  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  drawing  an  annual 
pension  of  $  96.00  while  he  lived,  came  from  I 
Woodbury,  Ct.,  in  the  spring  of  1806,  spending  | 
the  summer  with  his  son-in-law,  Ncah  Tuttle,  j 
of  Castleton.     lie  came  into  town  in  the  au-  i 
tumn,  and  resided  during  the  winter  with  his 
son-in-law,  Samuel  Smith,  who,  in  April,  1807, 
deeded  him  15  acres,  on  which  he  built  a  house, 
and  resided  there  till  he  died,  Jan.  27,  '21,  aged 
76  years. 

Mr.  Barnes'  wife,  Rebecca  Crowell,  was  born 
on  the  ocean.  They  were  married  in  Milford, 
Ct  She  died  in  town  in  the  summer  of  '22, 
aged  77  years  ;  and  both  were  buried  in  the 
old  village  burial-ground,  which  is  now  caved 
off  into  the  river. 

Their  family,  born  in  Connecticut,  were,  Han- 
nah, Mary,  Rebecca,  Sarah,  Lydia,  Clarissa  and 
Eli  Y. 

Josiah  Qcin'TON",  Sen-.,  originally  of  New 
Hampshire,  came  hither  from  Whitehall,  N.  Y., 
now  Hampton — where  his  brother  John  resid- 
ed, and  his  sister,  who  had  married  a  McFar- 
land — about  1806,  bringing  with  him  a  famous 
horse.  He  was  subsequently  the  owner  of  the 
grist-mill — died  March  2,  '29.  leaving  two  sons, 
Joshua,  Jr.,  and  George.  Joshua,  Jr.  came  to 
town  at  the  close  of  the  w;ir  in  '15,  then  about 
10  years  of  age,  and  wearing  his  sailor's  dress' 
which  he  had  worn  in  the  privateering  service 
during  the  war.  He  married  Sally  Watson,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Watson,  March  2!',  1818, 
and  had  a  son  John,  who  learned  the  shoemak- 
er's trade  of  Joseph  Adams,  and  moved  away 
to  Perry,  X.  Y.,  prior  to  '40.  A  younger  son 
aud  daughter  went  away  with  him  to  Walpole, 
N.  If.,  in  '-16.  George  Quinton  married  Ann 
Bush,  of  West  Haven,  and  was  engaged  in  trade 
at  that  place. 

Rev.  Rufus  CusnifAK,  the  first  settled  min- 
ister in  Fair  Have  a,  was  born  in  Goshen,  Mass., 


Sept.  1 8,  1 777.  He  graduated  at  Williams  Col- 
lege in  1805,  and  studied  theology  with  Rev. 
Samuel  Whitman,  D.  P.  ;  was  ordained  and 
installed  as  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church 
and  society  in  Fair  Haven,  Feb.  12,  '07.  He 
purchased  of  Paul  Scott,  '08,  a  little  more  than 
20  acres  of  land,  and  in  '26,  50  acres  more,  and 
here  made  his  permanent  home  while  he  lived. 

Oct.  12,  '13,  the  town  voted  to  quitclaim  to 
him  and  to  his  heirs  the  first  settled  minister's 
right,  and  then  voted  that  "  if  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Cushman  shall  think  proper  to  give  the  town 
the  sum  of  $500.00  as  compensation  for  the 
minister's  lands,  the  town  do  agree  to  take 
a  mortgage  of  his  farm,  where  he  now  lives,  as 
security  for  the  payment  of  the  said  sum  of 
$  500,  to  be  paid  at  the  time  when  he  ceases  to 
be  the  minister  of  Fair  Haven,  without  any  in- 
terest for  the  same."' 

At  another  meeting,  held  Nov.  1,  the  town 
voted  "  to  accept  a  clear  deed  of  Rev.  Mr.  Cush- 
mau's  farm  as  a  consideration  for  the  minister's 
lands,  instead  of  a  mortgage,  as  previously  vot- 
ed ;  and  furthermore,  to  lease  the  farm  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Cushman,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for 
the  term  of  999  years,  free  of  rent  during  the 
time  that  he  continues  his  ministry  in  Fair  Ha- 
ven, and  from  and  after  that  time,  he  to  pay  a 
yearly  rent  of  $30,  to  be  laid  out  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Gospel,  under  the  direction  of  the 
inhabitants." 

But  in  1820  the  selectmen  were  directed  to 
deed  the  farm  to  Mr.  Cushman,  free  of  all  in- 
cumbrance, except  that  he  should  covenant  and 
agree  to  continue  his  ministerial  labors  in  said 
town,  as  heretofore,  during  the  full  term  of  20 
years  from  and  after  his  first  settlement,  for  the 
consideration  of  his  being  hereafter  paid  an  an- 
nual salary  cf  $  300,  and  provided,  in  case  of 
his  removal  by  death,  that  the  farm  is  to  be 
deeded  to  his  heirs  the  same  as  though  it  had 
been  deeded  free  of  incumbrance. 

Owing  to  the  smallness  of  his  salary,  Mr. 
Cushman  used  to  take  students  into  his  family. 
He  fitted  several  for  college.  The  people  used 
to  turn  out  and  help  him  gather  in  his  hay  and 
draw  his  wood. 

He  married  Theodosia  Stone,  who  was  also 
born  in  Goshen,  and  is  said  to  have  assisted 
him  with  means  to  complete  his  studies  for  the 
ministry,  the  died  at  her  son  Artcmas's,  in 
Fair  Haven,  June  10,  '4.4,  aged  65  years. 

Their  children:  Artemas  S.,  lorn  Doc.  2S, 
ISoT.  in.  Phebe  S.,  dau.  of  Jacob  Davey,  Nov. 
10,  '36,  and  now  lives  in  Jackson,  Mich.,  whith- 
er he  removed  in  '54.    He  was  for  several  years 
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a  teacher  in  town,  and  afterwards  associated 
with  Israel  Davey  La  the  iron  business. 

"Wealthy  S.  born  June  123,  '13,  married  Rev. 
William  C.  Dennison  of  Castleton,  Oct.  16, '32  ; 
died  at  Dexter,  Mich.,  Oct.  12.  '44. 

Rufus  Spaldin<r,  born  Aug,  31,  '15;  m.  Sa- 
rah F.  Gibson  of  Sandy  Hill,  X.  Y.,  Aug.  10, 
'45  ;  has  3  children — graduated  at  Middlebury 
Colbge  in  August,  '37  ;  was  instalk-d  as  pastor 
of  the  Congregational  church  in  Orwell,  in  De- 
cember, '43,  and  resigned  his  charge  and  re- 
moved to  Manchester  in  May,  '62,  where  he 
now  resides  as  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
church. 

Electa  Lyman,  born  May  2,  1817;  m.  Amasa 
"W.  Flagg  of  Hubbardton.  September,  '42.  She 
died  August,  '55,  at  Castleton. 

Jerusha  Almira,  b.  October,  '23;  m.  Pliny 
F.  Cheever  of  Castleton,  September,  '51. 

Mr.  Cushman  died  Feb.  3,  '29.  His  success- 
or, Rev.  Amos  Drury,  writes :  u  He  lived 
greatly  beloved  by  the  people  of  his  charge, 
and  in  the  high  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him  " 
His  sou  Rufus,  describing  his  character  for  the 
Cushman  genealogy,  says  of  him  :  "He  was 
a  good,  plain  Puritan  man,  distinguished  for 
solid  rather  than  brdliant  qualities.  He  was 
sedate,  firm,  persevering  in  his  labors  ;  not  re- 
markable for  force  or  energy,  or  power  of  im- 
agination. He  was  a  worker,  and  was  willing 
to  work  on  in  the  cause  of  his  Master,  whose 
service  he  loved,  and  whose  life  he  aimed  to 
imitate.  His  theology  was  of  toe  old  Pilgrim 
Btamp;  his  life  was  pure,  ki:;d,  peaceful.  He 
did  what  he  could  to  bring:  sinners  to  repent- 
ance, and  to  embrace  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Je- 
sus— to  promote  and  diffuse  love  to  God  and 
man." 

"  He  was  temperate  in  all  hi*  habits:  never 
tised  tobacco  nor  alcoholic  spirits:  was  one  of 
the  first  mimsfers  in  the  r>"_'ion  to  favor  the 
temperance  reformation.  His  last  sickness  was 
a  malignant  epidemic  fever.  He  was  prostrat- 
ed by  apoplexy.  His  last  words  were :  'Lord 
Jesus,  receive  my  spirit.'  He  was  fond  of  mu- 
sic ;  was  a  tine  Ins'1  singer;  could  read  and 
sing  any  ordinary  tune  at  sight." 

Thomas  Dibble:,  a  noted  horso  firrier  and 
cattle  doctor,  came  from  Xobietown.  X.  Y.,  and 
married  Rhoda,  dm.  of  Oliver  Cleveland.  He 
resided  west  of  the  cedar  Swamp,  previous  to 
1807.  In  1817,  he  sold,  and  removed  to  West 
Haven. 

Thomas  CiiMSTtE  was  born  on  the  St.  John's 
river,  in  New  Brunswick,  March  1  1,  1773; 
loarued  the  trade  of  ship-carpeuter,  and  when 


about  35  years  of  age  took  up  his  residence  in 
Fair  Haven,  Vt.  entering  into  partnership  with 
his  uncle,  John  Quintou,  in  a  store  and  scythe 
factory,  about  18 D8. 

He  was  elected  to  several  town  offices,  an. I 
the  Vermont  Register  for  1817  contains  his  name 
as  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature,  or 
Assembly,  for  Rutland  county,  [Fa;r  Haven.] 
His  politics  were  of  the  Jeffersonian  school,  and 
he  continued  all  his  life  a  conservative  member 
of  the  Democratic  party.  His  health  failing,  h9 
was  obliged  to  close  out  his  business  in  Fair 
Haven,  about  the  year  1822,  and  seek  a  change 
of  climate.  After  spending  a  winter  in  Georgia 
he  purchased  a  farm  in  the  town  of  Eatavia, 
X.  Y.  After  remaining  some  twenty  years  on 
this  farm,  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Darien, 
Genesee  county,  X.  Y.,  having  purchased  anorh- 
er  farm,  in  the  spring  of  1843,  where  he  remain- 
ed until  his  death,  which  occured  August  7, 

1848.  He  had  suffered  most  of  his  life  from 
weak  lungs,  but  the  disease  which  proved  fatal 
was  erysipelas. 

His  reputation  as  a  man  of  strict  integrity  and 
high-toned  morality  was  unexcelled,  and  few 
men  better  deserved  the  name  of  "gentleman"' 
in  its  most  liberal  sense.  He  was  never  know* 
to  have  an  enemy. 

His  remains  were  subsequently  removed  from 
their  resting  place  in  Darien,  to  the  beautiful 
cemetery  of  Elmwood,  near  Detroit,  to  which 
latter  place  his  widow  and  two  sons  removed  in 

1849,  and  where  they  still  remain.  He  was 
married  in  1823.  to  Mary  Keudrick,  of  Hanover, 
X.  H,  a  sister  of  Dr.  Kendriek,  of  Poultney,  who 
survives  him  at  the  age  of  77.  The  eldes:  son, 
James  A.  Christie,  is  book-keeper  and  cierk  in 
the  boiler  works  of  Desotell  &  Hutton.  Tho 
youngest,  Thos.  S.  Christie,  is  one  of  the  firm  of 
Hodge  &  Christie,  iron  founders  and  machinists. 

Joux  Peabody  CoLBDRy,  b.  in  St.  John,  X. 
B.,  Nov.  25,  17s7;  came  with  his  father's  fam- 
ily from  Frederickton,  X.  B.,  to  Vermont,  in 
July,  1808. 

The  family  settled  at  first  in  West  Castleton, 
where  the  father  was  engaged  with  Joshua 
Quintou  in  a  saw-mill.  John  P.  settled  in  Fair 
Haven.  The  family  afterward  resided  in  Ben- 
son and  in  Fair  Haven.  They  removed  to  Per- 
ry, Wyoming  county  X.  Y. 

Mr.  Col  bum  worked  at  his  trade  as  a  black- 
smith. At  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Platisburg 
he  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  the  military  com- 
pany from  Fair  Haven  and  vicinity,  that  went 
out.  but  returned  without  reaching  the  scene  of 
war. 
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He  was  a  lister  and  constable  and  collector 
of  the  town,  in  March,  1S16,  and  continued  in 
the  latter  office  several  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1817,  he  bought  of  Thomas  Christie  one-half  of 
the  scythe-factory,  standing  on  the  ground  of 
the  Union  Slate  Works,  and  in  company  with 
John  Quinton,  carried  on  the  factory  and  the 
blacksmith  shop  f>ra  time.  In  March,  1322,  he 
purchased  of  Jacob  Davey  a  piece  of  land  south 
of  the  paper-mill  and  built  thereon  the  elegant 
brick  dwelling-house,  now  standing  near  the 
railroad,  He  entered  into  a  plan  with  Jacob 
Davey  and  James  T.  Watson,  about  1825,  to 
erect  a  furnace  at  the  head  of  East  Bay.  and 
went  so  far  as  to  build  the  stack  just  below 
Carver's  Falls.  In  1829,  he  was  interested  in 
the  business  of  grinding  manganese  at  Mr.  Da- 
vey's  works. 

He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  had  the  symbols  of  the  order 
wrought  into  his  dwelling  house,  as  may  be 
seen  to  this  day.  In  politics  he  was  an  active 
Republican,  and  came  to  be  an  assistant  judge 
in  the  county  court,  which  post  he  held  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  Dec.  S,  1831. 

He  first  married  Betsey,  a  sister  of  Royal  Den- 
nis, of  Hardwick,  Mass..  in  1818,  who  died 
September  9,  1S22,  leaving  him  two  children, 
Moses  and  Betsey. 

He  married  Lucy  Davey,  in  July,  1824.  Mrs. 
Colburn  is  still  living,  and  a  resident  of  this 
town.    They  had  children  : 

Moses,  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont  and  of  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  was 
for  some  years  a  settled  minister  in  South 
Dedham.  Mass.  He  is  now  preaching  in  Wau- 
kegan,  111. ;  Betsey  Dennis,  John  P..,  b  in  182G; 
studied  law  in  Burlington,  Vt ;  removed  to 
Iowa  City,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
and  immediately  afterward  died,  Dec.  10.  '53. 

Susan,  m.  Rev.  A.  H.  Bailey,  and  resides  in 
Sheldon,  Vt. 

Rufus  C,  resides  in  Fair  Haven, 

Albert  Vincent,  b.  July  8.  1830.  He  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  Vest  Point,  in  June, 
'51,  was  graduated  and  appointed  2d  lieurenant 
in  the  1st  U.  S.  Cavalry,  under  Col.  Sumner, 
in  '55.  He  was  first  stationed  at  Jefferson  Bar- 
racks, Mo,  and  afterwards  at  Leavenworth, 
and  on  the  Plains. 

He  was  promoted  1st  lieutenant  of  his  regi- 
ment in  the  early  part  of  1861.  The  same  year 
he  was  promoted  captain,  and  acrain  to  be  ma- 
jor in  the  Adjutant  General's  Department,  U. 
S.  Army,  and  finally  was  appointed  to  be  lieu- 
tenant-colonel and  aide-decamp  in  the  U.  S. 


volunteer  servica  which  position  he  he!  1  at 
the  time  of  his  death  June  17,  '63.  His  remains 
were  brought  from  St.  Louis  to  Fair  Haven,  and 
were  buried  in  the  village  burying  ground  from 
the  residence  of  his  uncle,  Israel  Davey,  Esq. 

Lucy  married  C.  T.  Jenkins,  of  Bayport,  Fia., 
where  she  now  resides. 

"William  B.  Colburn  was  born  in  Frederick- 
ton,  N.  B.,  Oct.  20,  1803  ;  and  came  with  the 
family  to  Vermont,  in  1S03.  He  wa3  clerk  :n 
the  store  of  Colton,  Warren  &  Sproat,  about  '25 
and  '27  ;  he  went  into  the  mercantile  business, 
in  the  old  red  store  on  the  east  side  of  the  Com- 
mon. He  afterward  removed  to  Custleton  at.d 
held  the  office  of  deputy  sheriff  for  several  years. 
He  also  represented  the  town  of  Castleton  in  the 
General  Assembly  2  years.  He  kept  the  pubhc 
house  at  the  "  Corners,"  a  number  of  years  p-e- 
vious  to  1854,  when  he  removed  to  Grant  coun- 
ty,  Wisconsin.  During  the  civil  war  he  was  mil- 
itary store  keeper  at  St.  Louis.  After  the  war 
he  removed  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  where  he  resided 
with  his  children,  and  died  Sept.  20,  1869,  aged 
66  years,  having  suffered  much  for  two  years 
previously  from  what  was  supposed  to  be  a  can- 
cer in  the  stomach. 

.He  married  Miss  Betsey  Hawkins,  daughter 
of  Charles  Hawkins,  2d,  about  1825,  and  his  fam- 
ily are  :  George,  Cullen,  Mason,  Charles,  Henry 
and  Elizabeth. 

James  Harrington,  a  judge  of  the  county 
court,  came  hither  from  Ira,  and  bought  the  farm 
of  Judge  Withered,  on  West  street,  in  August. 
1S08.  His  brother,  Theophilus,  was  famous  tor 
his  decision  in  the  case  of  the  slave  brought  be- 
fore him  for  return  to  slavery,  demanding  a  bill 
of  sale  from  the  Almighty  as  authority  for  such 
rendition.  Judge  Harrington  sold  and  returned 
to  Ira. 

Thomas  Blanchard.  from  Sutton,  Mas*.,  took 
the  freeman's  oath  here  in  September,  1809. 
He  is  said  to  have  worked  for  Mr.  Davey  in  the 
iron  works,  and  for  John  P.  Colburn  in  the 
scythe-factory,  as  an  apprentice  with  Blanchard 
in  making  axes  and  hoes.  It  is  related  that 
while  he  worked  for  Mr.  Davey,  he  invented  a 
nail-machine.  He  started  an  imperfect  mo  lei, 
and  a  great  number  of  people  went  to  see  its 
operation.  Returning  to  Massachusetts,  he  after- 
wards sent  Mr,  Davey  the  model  of  a  machine, 
on  which  he  obtained  a  patent.    At  a  later  |  ■- 

|  riod,  he  worked  in  the  armory  of  the  U.  S.,  at 
Springfield,  Mass.,  and  iuvented  a  machine  .  r 

j  turning  gun-stocks. 

Dr.  Ebexezer  Hcrd  came  hither  from  Sand- 

'  gate,  in  1S09,  buying  of  Dr.  Withered,  in  duly, 
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his  home  place  in  the  village,  on  the  present  site 
of  the  Vermont  Hotel,  making  it  his  home  and 
practicing  his  profession  for  10  years.  He  had 
a  brother,  Gildersleeves,  and  a  sister,  Azubah, 
who  died  here  ;  married  Maria  Betsey  Witherell. 
daughter  of  Dr.  Witherell,  at  her  father's  in 
Poultney,  in  1814.  He  removed  to  Detroit  in 
'19. where  he  had  a  very  extensive  and  success- 
ful practice.  He  died  in  Chicago  and  was  bur- 
ied in  Detroit  in  1SG9. 

Capt.  David  Rood,  came  from  Salem.  N.  Y. 
to  Hampton,  in  the  year  1806.  In  February, 
'09,  he  came  to  Fair  Haven.  In  February,  '13, 
he  purchased  of  Daniel  Hunter  the  old  Dr.  With- 
erell farm  and  removed  to  the  same.  His  sons 
Da~id  and  Cyrus,  were  iff  the  military  compa- 
ny here  in  June,  1813,  and  he  is  mentioned  as 
ons  of  the  grand  jurors  and  highway  surveyors 
in  March,  '15  ;  removed  soon  after  September, 
1816,  to  Weathersfleld,  X.  T.,  where  he  died  in 
1830.  He  married  Sarah  Rogers,  and  had  a 
family  of  seven  children. 

Rufus  Guilford,  a  physician,  purchased  a 
place  here  in  February,  1809;  is  said  to  have 
removed  to  North  Granville,  X.  Y.,  and  there 
practiced  medicine,  and  died,  leaving  some  of 
the  family  residing  there. 

Benjamin  Haskins  came  hither  from  Sand- 
gate  about  1811,  and  bought  a  farm  on  Scotch 
Hill  in  December,  '12.  He  was  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war  8  years ;  then  married  his  cousin, 
Molly  Haskins  of  Rochester,  Mass,  and  settled 
there,  where  three  of  his  children  ..ere  born. 
Removing  thence  to  Conway,  Mass.,  about  1790. 
where  four  more  of  his  children  were  born  ;  he 
remained  there  till  1799,  when  he  went  to  Ar- 
lington and  lived  five  years,  and  from  there  to 
Sandgate,  and  thence  to  Fair  Haven.  From 
Fair  Haven  he  went  to  Trenton,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  died.  His  wife  died  Sept.  8,  1859,  aged  96 
years.  Their  family  were  :  Sylvia,  David,  Phin- 
eas,  Lydia,  Polly,  Benjamin,  Jeremiah  B.  Ly- 
man, Fauny  and  Betsey. 

Simeon  Bullock  married  Rebecca  Littlefield. 
He  resided,  in  1811,  where  Otis  Eddy  does — 
had  a  horse  and  was  pressed  into  the  service, 
with  his  team,  in  the  war  of  '12  and  '14  ;  died 
in  Concord,  Mich.,  in  'G4  :  children,  Sibel,  Jed- 
ediah  L.,  Christopher  M.,  Dudley,  Simeon,  Jane, 
Caroline  and  John. 

Dr.  Israel  Putnam,  b.  March  25.  17S5,  was 
a  son  of  Eleazer  P.  and  Rebecca  Putnam,  of  Cor-  j  0. :  married  Perley  L.,  daughter  of  Pa' 
inth,  Vt.,  and  was  a  practicing  physician  and  Sept.  12,  '11,  ami  had  three  children 


March  following  resided  where  Dr.  Thomas  R. 
Wakefield  now  does,  and  also  purchased  the 
place  of  Elisha  Parkhill.  At  the  close  of  r'ie 
war  he  re-built  the  store  on  Anna  Welte*  lot 
adjoining  his  own,  and  opened  a  store  of  goo  lg, 
but  sold  his  place  soon  after,  in  August.  1  ^  16, 
to  his  brother-in-law,  Erwin  SafTord,  and  re- 
moved to  Hartford,  N.  Y.,  in  '17.  He  died 
Dec.  10,  '35. 

His  family  were:  Betsey  S.,  Israel  S.,  Char- 
lotte S..  Silas  S.,  1st,  Harriet  N.,  Lafayette,  Si- 
las S.,  2d,  Samuel  P.  and  Fannie  Loraine. 

He  had  a  brother.  Smith  Putnam,  who  kept 
a  store  for  a  time  where  the  old  blacksmith  shop 
now  stands,  opposite  Knight's  hotel 

Silas  Safford  Putnam,  2d,  b.  May  31.  '22.  in 
Hartford  N.  Y.  and  Fannie  L.,  b.  May  12,  "25, 
are  the  only  living  children  of  Dr.  Putrrra. 
Silas  S.  is  the  inventor  of  the  celebrated  eur- 
tain  fixture  which  bears  his  name,  and  of  ::.e 
"Patent  Forged  Horse  Nails."  He  resides  in 
Neponset,  Mass.  Fannie  Loraine  married  J. 
B.  Stockman,  and  resides  in  Roxbury,  Boston. 

JonN  Manning  was  here  in  March.  1812,  ar.d 
had  three  children  in  the  public  school.  He 
manufactured  wooden  ware  and  dishes  in  a  fac- 
tory on  the  rocks  over  the  iron-works,  as  late 
as  '16,  and  afterwards  went  West. 

William  Caton  was  a  surgeon  in  the  U.  S. 
Navy,  and  attached  to  commodore  McDcnoueh's 
fleet  on  Lake  Champlain,  in  the  time  of  the 
war  of  '12  and  '14.  The  fleet  was  stationed 
at  Whitehall  during  one  winter,  and  Dr.  Caton 
boarded  at  Thomas  Ranney's,  who  kept  a  pub- 
lic house  in  North  Whitehall,  whence  he  came 
to  reside  on  Scotch  Hill  in  Fair  Haven. 

He  drew  a  pension  of  $  25.00  per  year,  and 
boarded  at  Daniel  Mc Arthur's,  where  he  died 
about  IS 20. 

Nathan  Ranney — Nathan,  Jr..  enlisted  in 
the  war  of  1812,  at  16  years  of  aee.  and  did 
efficient  service,  refusing  offered  promotion, 
ne  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  marred 
Amelia  Jane  Shackford,  and  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  highly  respected  citizens  of  St.  Lou:s. 
His  children  are.  Jane,  Julia,  Maria,  Anna,  El- 
la, Howard  and  Gertrude. 

Chauncey,  son  of  Barnard  Ward,  bom  in 
Poultney  Jan.  12,  17^0,  came  hither  about  1812. 
He  removed  to  Athens,  Ohio,  in'2;^:  "was  a 
Methodist  minister,  and  preached  in  GallipoHs, 
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surgeon  in  town  as  early  as  '11.  In  May  of  Fair  Haven:  Paul  Scott,  Samuel  Newell  an4 
this  year,  on  the  20th  mst,  he  married  Char-  j  Delia  Delight.  His  wife  died  in  Athens,  Oh  \ 
lotte,  daughter  of  Silas  Safford,  Esq. ;  and  in  Aug.  S,  '25,  and  he  married  Hannah  T.  Brown, 
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who  died  July  29,  "23  ;  when  he  married  again 
to  Patty  Haywood  of  Gallipolis,  0.,  aud  now 
resides  in  Amesville,  Athens  county,  0. 

Oliver  Kidder  came  from  Weathersfield 
in  March,  '13,  stopping  at  first  for  a  few  mGnths 
on  the  Hampton  side  of  the  river.  He  pur- 
chased land  on  the  Fair  Haven  bank  of  the 
Poultney  river.  He  died  April  27,  '57,  aged  b4 
years. 

Mr.  Kidder  was  married  in  "Weathersfield,  to 
Phebe  Hulett.  a  sister  of  Mason  Hulett,  Esq., 
from  Belchertown,  Mass.  She  died  in  Fair  Ha- 
ven, Oct.  22,  '57,  also  aged  84  years. 

Their  children  were :  Eliza,  Mark  H.,  Plu- 
ma,  Lavonia,  George  M.,  Sophia,  Cumela,  d. ; 
Philena,  d.  ;  and  Asahel  H. 

George  Warren,  associated  with  the  busi- 
ness of  the  town  as  a  paper  manufacturer,  from 
1813  to  '27,  came  from  Millbury,  Mass.,  about 
3  812 ;  was  a  musician  ;  was  captain  of  the  mili- 
tia; held  the  post-office  in  the  town,  and  was 
TV.  M.  of  Morning  Star  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  in 
'24,  '25  and  '2  J  :  he  had  two  brothers,  Jarvis 
and  Oliver,  and  a  son.  George,  who  is  now  in 
the  music  business  in  New  York.  He  went 
from  Fair  Haven  to  Albany,  and  engaged  there 
ia  the  hardware  trade,  dying  of  paralysis  about 
1845  or  '46. 

Russell  Miller,  eldest  and  only  son  of 
Russell,  Sen.,  went  to  Georgia  in  1840,  and 
there  gained  a  reputation  in  law;  but  died  of 
consumption  in  '40. 

Dr.  "William  Bigelow  was  born  in  Middle- 
town,  November  9,  1791  :  studied  medicine 
with  Dr.  Ezra  Clark  of  Middletown,  and  receiv- 
ed an  honorary  degree  from  Castleton  Medical 
College.  He  married  Miss  Dorinda  Brewster 
of  Middletown,  Ln  October,  1815,  aud  came  to 
Fair  Haven  to  reside.  In  December,  '23,  he 
purchased  of  Maj.  G  ilbert  the  old  meeting-house, 
which  had  been  transformed  into  a  dwelling- 
house  and  cabinet-shop  by  Joseph  Brown,  and 
made  it  his  home  till  the  fall  of  '23,  when  he 
removed  to  Bennington,  and  sold  his  place  to 
Dr.  Edward  Lewis,  his  successor. 

He  resided  in  Bennington  until  '58,  when  his 
health  gave  out,  obliging  him  (o  abandon  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  He  was  State  Sena- 
tor from  Bennington  county  one  term.  Remov- 
ing to  Springfield,  Mass.,  iu  '58,  ho  remained 
there  with  his  son  Edmund  until  his  death, 
April  20,  'Cn.    Ilia  widow  still  survives  him. 

They  had  7  children. 

The  Willards  of  Fair  Haven  came  from 
West  Windsor.    There  were  six  brothers,  all 


masons  by  trade,  and  all,  or  all  but  one.  came 
here,  to  wit ;  Oliver,  Azel,  J'tcob,  Simeon,  Ho- 
sea  and  Dennison. 

Rev.  Septimitjs  Robinson.  Rev.  Rofos  S. 
Cushman  says:  "  The  first  male  School  teacher 
I  can  recollect  was  Septimius  Robinsoa,  who 
studied  theology  with  my  father."  We  find 
that  he  taught  school  in  the  town  in  1819  ani 
'20,  giving  Tilly  Gilberts  receipt  in  fy&  tot  LLs 
two  years'  service. 

In  the  spring  of  1819  he  purchased  of  Jacob 
Davey,  in  company  with  John  W.  and  Eilab 
Robinson,  the  saw-mill  adjoining  the  grist-mill 
in  the  town,  and  they  resided  where  Cyra3  C. 
Whipple  now  does.  After  studying  theology 
with  Rev.  Mr.  Cushman,  and  being  licensed  :o 
preach,  he  went  to  Underbill.  [See  biography 
in  the  history  of  Morristown.  Vol.  II.  oi  this 
work. — Ed.] 

A  son,  William  Albert,  is  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  at  Barton,  Vt. 

Harry  Bronson,  a  lawyer  from  Richmond, 
studied  with  Judge  Daniel  Chipman  of  Middle- 
bury,  and  came  here  about  1S22.  residing  about 
tv/o  years,  and  practicing  his  profession.  Ee 
married  a  daughter  of  Squire  Coleman  of  Wes: 
Haven. 

William  C.  Kittredge.  son  of  Dr.  Abe*  Eit- 
tredge  and  Eunice  Chamberlain,  was  bom  in 
Dalton,  Mass.,  Feb.  23,  1800:  graduated  a: 
Williams  College  in  '21,  and  studied  law  with 
Hons.  E.  H.  Mills  and  Lewis  Strong,  of  North- 
ampton. He  went  to  Kentucky  and  resiisd  a 
year,  where  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  '23  : 
afterwards  spending  6  months  in  the  ofnee  of 
Hon.  Jona.  Sloan  of  Ravenna.  Ohio. 

He  came  to  Fair  Haven  in  the  fail  of  '24.  nni 
was  admitted  to  the  Rutland  county  bar  in  De- 
cember. 

He  owned  for  many  years  a  large  farm  where 
the  railroad  and  depot  now  are.  In  January, 
'06,  he  sold  his  home-place  on  the  west  si  ie  &f 
the  park,  and  in  the  summer  following  built  the 
house  now  occupied  by  his  family.  He  ci-;-i 
ere  he  had  fully  completed  his  new  residence,  as 
Rutland,  June  11,  '69,  being  on  his  way  to  Ben- 
nington in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties 
as  U.  S.  Assessor  of  Internal  Revenue,  which 
office  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Ee 
had  been  thrown  from  his  sleigh  the  winter  pre- 
ceding, and  received  a  fracture  of  one  of  .  is 
limbs,  from  which  he  had  suffered  much,  s 
was  but  just  recovering. 

Judge  Kittredge  was  a  man  widely  kc  >vrn 
and  respected  in  the  community  and  the  H 
being  a  lawyer  of  ability  and  prominence,  and 
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always  before  the  public.  For  8  years  he  rep- 
resented the  town  in  the  Legislature,  and  was 
county  senator  2  years ;  was  2  years  speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  5  years  State's 
attorney,  6  years  judge  of  the  county  court,  1 
year  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  1  year  lieuten- 
ant governor  and  president  of  the  senate,  and 
for  nearly  seven  years  assessor  of  internal  rev- 
enue. He  filled  these  places  with  honor  and  to 
the  acceptance  of  his  fellow-men,  because  his 
eminent  abilities  and  high  moral  and  religious 
character  fitted  him  to  be  thus  called  of  his  fel- 
low-men, without  any  obtrusive  offieiousness, 
or  office-seeking  on  his  part.  He  was  active 
in  the  cause  of  temperance,  filling  several  prom- 
inent offices  in  this  work,  and  was  at  one  time 
lecturer  on  medical  jurisprudence  in  Castleton 
Medical  College. 

Says  one  who  knew  him  :  "  In  politics  Judge 
Kittredge  was  a  Whig;  in  religion  a  Congre- 
gationalist ;  in  manners  elaborately  polite  and 
courteous ;  in  conversation  affluent,  affable  and 
animated  ;  in  stature  tall  and  stately :  he  was 
ever  tlie  advocate  of  the  conservative  and  mor- 
al;' 

On  the  30th  of  May,  1SG6,  he  wrote  to  a 
friend : 

"I  relinquished  the  prnctiee  of  law  nearly 
four  years  since,  having  outlived  a  whole  gener- 
ation of  my  brethren  of  the  bar  in  this  county, 
many  of  whom  were  my  very  kind  friends,  and 
whose  memory  I  cherish  with  sincere,  and  I 
may  say  affectionate  regard.  I  now  recall  to 
mind  the  names  of  thirty  lawyers,  members  of 
the  bar  of  Rutland  county,  who  have  deceased 
since  I  had  the  honor  of  being  admitted  to  its 
privileges — many  of  whom  were  strong  men, 
able  lawyers,  and  eloquent  orators — kind,  intel- 
ligent associates.  Their  course  is  finished,  their  I 
race  is  run,  and  I  am  one  of  a  few,  very  few, 
lingering  upon  the  verge,  almost,  of  the  vast 
ocean,  which  I,  as  they  have  done,  must  pass 
— soon  pass,  from  the  present  to  the  great  life 
to  come. ' 

Judge  Kittfedge  was  married  three  times : 
the  first  time  in  October,  1S27,  soon  after  pur- 
chasing the  place  which  he  made  his  home  in 
Fair  Haven,  to  Sally  Maria  Hatch,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Hatch,  Esq.  of  Troy,  N.  Y. ;  the  2d 
in  September,  '31  j  to  Harriet  Newell  Adams, 
daughter  of  James  Adams,  Esq.  of  Castleton  ; 
and  in  '38,  to  Mrs.  Charlotte  Button,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Pomeroy,  and  widow  of  Nathan  But- 
ton of  Brandon.  She  survives,  together  with 
Mr.  Kittredge's  children  :  Frances,  Harriet, 
Elizabeth,  Charlotte  Pomeroy  and  William  C. 
Six  other  children  died  under  two  years  of  age, 
and  one,  Mary  Chamberlain,  died  July  8,  1850, 
aged  10  years  and  11  mos.    William  C.  occupies 


the  home-place  with  his  mother,  aDd  is  assist- 
ant assessor  of  internal  Revenue. 

Oliver  Kittredge,  a  physician,  who  died 
in  Salem,  Mass.,  married  Mary  Hamilton,  a  sis- 
ter of  Hiram  and  Ot:s  Hamilton,  and  she,  being 
over  80  years  old,  is  now  a  resident  of  Fair  Ha- 
ven, living'  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Caleb  B. 
Ranney. 

Dr.  Charles  Backus  studied  medicine  with 
Dr.  Theodore  Woodward,  and  graduated  in 
1821 :  came  to  Fair  naven  and  opened  a  store 
in  the  west  end  of  the  old  Quinton  house,  about 
'21 ;  William  Dennis,  now  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
being  his  clerk 

He  removed  from  Fair  Haven  to  Wesl  Troy, 
N.  Y  ,  taking  with  him  a  store  ready  framed. 
He  left  Troy  and  practiced  medicine  for  a  time 
in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  but  removed  thence  to 
Granville  Corners,  N.  Y.,  in  '39,  where  he  fol- 
lowed his  profession. 

In  1842  he  came  back  to  Fair  Haven,  and  oc- 
cupied the  old  Quinton  house,  his  four  daugh- 
ters keeping  house  for  him.  and  had  his  office 
in  a  room  in  the  old  Dennis  hotel,  after  it  had 
undergone  transmutation  at  the  hand?  of  John 
Jacob  Davey.  Dr.  Baccus  removed  to  Hyde- 
ville,  in  '46,  and  died  at  Castleton  Corners  in 
the  fall  of  "o 2  ;  being  buried  at  Castleton  by 
the  Masonic  Fraternity,  of  which  he  was  a 
member. 

He  married  a  Miss  Smith  of  Sudbury,  who 
died  in  1841,  at  Granville,  N.  Y.  The  daugh- 
ters were  :  Frances,  Mary,  Charlotte  and  Ann, 
of  whom  Frances  only  survives,  and  resides  in 
St.  Paul,  Min. 

Joseph  Adams,  born  in  Londonderry,  N.  H., 
Feb.  1,  1802:  his  ancesters  were  Scotch,  and 
came  to  this  country  from  the  north  of  Ireland 
with  the  Scotch-Irish  colony  that  settled  in 
Londonderry  in  1721,  and  immigrated  with  his 
parents  in  the  fall  of  1806  to  Whitehall,  N.  Y. 
lie  married  Stella  Miller,  a  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam Miller,  Esq.,  of  Hampton,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  6, 
'23,  and  came  to  reside  here  in  January,  '25. 

Mr.  Adams  carried  on  his  business  of  manu- 
facturing boots  and  shoes  for  a  number  of  years, 
having  several  men  and  apprentices  in  his  em- 
ployment. In  '31  ho  built  the  brick  store  in 
the  village,  adjoining  the  present  postofflce — 
then  one  story  in  height,  and  afterwards  raised 
to  two. 

no  carried  on  a  large  wholesale  and  retail 
business  in  manufacturing  ladies'  slices,  supply- 
ing most  of  the  country  merchants,  from  Massa- 
chusetts to  Canada  line,  for  a  number  of  years. 

In  1813  he  removed  to  Racine,  Wis.,  but  re- 
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turned  to  Fair  Haven  in  the  spring  of  18-45, 
spending  the  preceding  winter  in  Hampton,  and 
entering  into  arrangements  with  Alonson  Allen 
and  William  C.  Kittredge  for  the  introduction 
of  the  marble  business  into  the  town.  To  this 
business  he  gave  his  whole  time  and  attention 
from  the  day  of  its  inception,  in  fulling  the 
limber  for  the  mill,  for  more  than  20  years.  For 
a  number  of  years  after  its  commencement  the 
business  proved  uuremunerative.  and  seemed 
likely,  in  consequence  of  the  great  amount  of 
unsound  and  worthless  marble,  and  the  many 
and  large  losses  from  bad  debts,  to  break  down 
in  failure.;  but  perseverance  and  energy  have 
carried  it  through  every  financial  crisis  and 
strain. 

In  May,  1853,  he  purchased  the  old  Lyon 
tavern-house  on  the  corner,  and  all  the  land 
south  and  west,  where  his  own  house  and  those 
of  his  son  and  daughter  stand  ;  and  he  built  his 
marble  residence  in  li>60  and  '61. 

His  son's  dwelling-house  was  built  in  the 
summer  of  1861,  and  that  of  his  daughter  part- 
ly in  '62.  and  partly  in  '65:  children: 

1.  Edwin  R.,  born  Sept.  22,  1^21;  died  June 
25,  1832. 

.  2.  Oscar  F.  b.  March  14.  '26  ;  d.  July  19,  "26. 

3.  Ira  M.,  b.  May  13,  '27  ;  d.  June  9,  "33. 

4.  Andrew  X..  b.  Jan.  6,  '30;  m.  Angie  M 
Phelps,  Aug.  1.  '55 ;  graduated  at  Cambridge 
Divinity  School  in  Harvard  University,  July  17, 
'55 ;  settled  as  pas:or  of  the  First  Congregation- 
al church  in  Needham,  Mass..  in  September.  '55; 
resigned  in  June,  '57 ;  became  pastor  of  the 
First  Universalist  Society  in  Franklin,  Mass, 
June  1,  '58;  resigned  and  removed  to  Fair  Ha- 
ven in  the  summer  of  'CO.  Children:  Alice 
A.,  Ada  M.,  Annie  E.  and  Stella  A. 

5.  Edwin  S.,  b,  Nov.  29.  '32  ;  d.  June  18,  '33. 

6.  Helen  M.,  b.  June  16,  '34;  m.  David  B. 
Colton,  Aug.  16, '52.  Children:  Joseph  E.  and 
David  B. 

7.  John  J.  b.  April  27,  '40;  drowned  in  the 
flame  at  the  marble  mill,  Oct.  1,  '45. 

8.  Joseph  J.,  b.  Nov.  30,  '45  ;  d.  Sept.  25, 
1S46. 

Cyrus  Graves,  b.  in  Spencertown,  Mass.,  in 
1768,  m.  Roxana  Rose  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
removed  to  Rupert,  Yt,  about  1790.  He  re- 
moved to  Fair  Haven  from  Rupert,  in  1S25, 
with  his  wife  and  their  four  unmarried  children  : 
Orpah  and  Ruth,  Eli  and  Joel,  leaving  Nathan 
and  Abram  on  tho  old  homestead  in  Rupert, 
and  Allen,  the  elder  brother,  in  India. 

Mrs.  Graves  died  of  consumption,  July  2,  1S25, 
aged  57.    Mr.  G.  married  2d  to  Mrs.  Mehitable 


Alden,  of  Dorset;  died  March  10,  '41,  aged  75 
years.  Mrs.  Graves  still  lives  and  res.iis  in 
Sandwich,  Ilk 

The  eldest  son  of  the  family,  Na'ha-.  was 
born  in  Rupert,  where  he  has  lived  to  a  go od  '  i 
age,  (  S4  at  the  present  time,  1870)  on  the  same 
place  where  he  was  born — an  unusual  thing  in 
this  time  of  change.    He  has  four  chdir^::. 

Allen  was  born  in  Rupert ;  m.  Mary  Lee : 
was  educated  at  Middlebury  College,  sv. .  i 
theology  at  Andover,  Mass.,  and  was  sen:  as  a 
missionary  to  the  Mahrattns,  by  the  Am.  B.  C. 
F.  M..  in  the  year,  1817,  where  he  live;  and  la- 
bored thirty  years.  He  effected  a  translation  of 
ihe  whole  Bible  into  the  Mahratta  language, 
which  is  the  version  now  used.  His  w:  Lot 
outlived  him  about  twenty  years,  remaining  with 
the  people  among  whom  her  husband  Lad  labc  r- 
ed  to  promulgate  the  Gospel.  In  '33.  Allen  ar.i 
wife  visited  America.  On  their  return  to  In  iia. 
Orpah  accompanied  them  as  a  teacher.  She  -tt^s 
there  married  to  the  Rev.  D.  O.  Allen.  S_e 
only  survive:!  the  climate  one  year. 

Abram,  born  in  Rupert,  Yt.,  July  15,  17/7: 
married  Zilpha  Rose  of  Milford,  N.  Y..  1S23; 
remained  in  Rupert  10  years  ;  moved  to  L: 
Haven  in  '33 ;  resided  here  19  years;  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  State  Legislature  4 
years  ;  moved  to  Yrarrensbur?,  N.  Y..  in  '52  : 
resided  there  5  years;  moved  to  Greenfield, 
Ga,  in  '57  ;  resided  there  2  years 

Eli  was  born  in  Rupert  in  1803  ;  rr..;rr*-.-i 
Noami  Whedon  of  N.  Y.,  in  '29;  studied  ide- 
ology at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  was  license-! 
and  ordained  by  the  Rutland  Assoeiatioa  a.-  aa 
evangelist,  Aug.  27,  1837.  He  labored  as  =■  ted 
supply  for  various  churches  in  Southern  Geor- 
gia and  Florida.  He  had  two  children.  Sas  .  . 
and  Mary  Ruth,  who  are  both  married,  an  1  liv- 
ing in  Southern  Georgia.  He  died  July  16, '  6, 
of  typhoid  fever,  at  Quitman,  Brooks  county, 
Ga.,  aged  63.  Naomi  died  in  March,  '69,  of  bean 
disease,  at  the  same  place  aged  61. 

Ruth  was  born  in  Rupert,  in  1807.  Al- 
though a  cripple  from  childhood,  she  obtains  a 
a  good  education,  and  always  employed  I  -  rs  If 
for  the  good  of  those  about  her,  particul  irly  the 
children  and  youth — always  an  example  of  ev- 
ery thing  that  was  lovely  and  of  good  re;  i. 
She  spent  several  years  of  the  latter  part  oi  ber 
life  at  the  South,  and  died  in  Lee  county,  Ga., 
Sept.  15,  'OS,  aged  6L 

Joel  S.  was  educated  at  Middlebury  College, 
graduated,  and  went  first  to  Florida,  as  a  irin. 
ister;  afterward  settled  in  Georgia — married 
Eunice  ,  and  has  7  children.     He  wad  a 
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unionist  in  the  time  of  the  late  war,  and  fled 
with  his  family  from  the  rebels,  who  had  threat- 
ened several  times  to  Lang  him.  Overtaken  by 
them  he  was  robbed  of  all  he  had,  but  succeed- 
ed in  reaching  New  York,  and  went  thence  to 
Illinois,  where  he  remained  till  the  fall  of  '68, 
and  then  returned  to  St.  Mary's,  Ga.,  where  he 
now  preaches  every  Sabbath,  when  he  is  able, 
to  a  small  congregation. 

Dr.  Edward  Lewis,  son  of  Edward  Lewis  of 
Hamptou,  N.  Y.,  commenced  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Benson  ;  married  Caroline,  daugh 
ter  of  Jacob  Davey,  Esq.,  of  this  town,  Dec.  16, 
1825,  and  came  here  to  reside  in  '29.  In  '34 
he  went  to  Jackson,  Michigan,  where  he  died 
Jan.  1,  1S67— his  wife  died  Oct.  6,  '4S.  Chil- 
dren :  Edward  P.,  d.;  Mary,  d.  ;  Willard  C.: 
Caroline,  Lucy  D.,  Edward  C,  d. ;  Charles  and 
Israel,  d. 

John  Jones,  the  first  "Welshman  whom  we 
hear  of  in  town,  came  hither  from  Peultney, 
about  1S26,  and  entered  into  the  mercantile 
busiuess  where  the  Bank  now  is,  in  company 
with  Worcester  Morse.  lie  married  Huldah 
Miller  or  Millard,  of  Ballston.  X.  Y. ;  sold  out 
to  Mr.  Morse,  and  removed  to  Rochester,  N. 
Y.,  where  he  died. 

Stephen  H.  Judkins  had  a  wagon  shop 
about  1S29  and  '30,  where  Harris  Whipple's 
house  now  stands  ;  and  was  in  partnership  for 
a  time  with  James  Gnrenough. 

Tee  Allen's  of  this  town  are  the  children  of 
Timothy  Allen,  Jr.,  whose  father  came  from 
"Woodbury,  Ct.,  to  Pawlet,  Yt.,  in  17oS.  He, 
himself  was  an  early  settler  of  Bristol,  but  re- 
moved to  Hartford,  N.  Y.,  in  1814— family: 
Rufus,  father  of  George  ;  Richard,  the  father 
of  Ira  C.  ;  Anna,  who  married  James  Miller, 
and  settled  in  this  town  ;  Timothy,  Abigail, 
Ira;  Barna,  a  Baptist  minister  of  Whiting  and 
Hubbardton  ;  Alonzo  and  Justus.  Ira  came 
into  town  in  '17  or  :i8  ;  was  a  tanner  and  shoe- 
maker, and  was  engaged  two  or  threo  years 
with  Elias  Goodrich  and  others  in  the  lumber 
business.  He  married  Cornelia  A.  Smith,  and 
bought  in  the  village  in  1839  or  40,  and  died 
here  in  '62,  leaving  3  children  :  Lucy  L-,  Sim- 
eon,  (now  engaged  in  the  slate-works)  and  Eliz- 
abeth M. 

Alonson'  Allen,  born  in  Bristol,  Autr.  22, 
1800;  removed  io  Hartford,  X.  Y.,  with  his 
father,  in  January.  '11.  When  23 years  of  age 
he  kept  a  grocery  store  one  year  in  Whitehall. 
Returning  to  Hartford  in  '21,  he  was  employed 
as  a  clerk  fur  Joseph  Harris  until  the  spring  of 
'28,  when  he  entered  into  copartnership  with 


Mr.  Harris  for  4  years,  and  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone  the  last  2  years.  He  was  engaged 
for  a  time  in  business  with  Mr.  E.  B.  Doane,  lo 
whom  he  sold  out,  and  purchased  a  house  and 
store  in  Conesus,  whither  he  went  in  October, 
'35,  with  a  stock  of  merchandise ;  but  at  the 
end  of  three  months  sold  out  house,  store  and 
goods,  and  returning  to  Hartford,  came  in  March, 
'36,  to  this  town,  where  he  purchased  of  Luke 
Beaman  the  store  of  goods  which  Bcaman  had 
in  the  old  store  building  where  the  new  bank 
now  stands. 

Bringing  his  family  in  April,  and  taking  up 
his  residence  on  the  place  where  Griffith  Wil- 
liams resides  ;  purchasing  the  place  in  Decem- 
ber, '38,  of  Nathan  B.  Haswell  of  Burlington, 
and  exchanging  it  with  Dennison  Willard  in 
February,  '39,  for  the  house  which  he  now  oc- 
cupies. 

He  kept  the  store  and  postoffiee  at  the  old 
stand  ma?iy  years.  In  January,  '38,  he  leased 
the  iron  works  of  J.  Davey  for  5  years,  and 
carried  them  on  until  they  were  burned  down 
in  '42.  He  removed  his  store  into  the  old  Den- 
nis house  in  '38,  and  there  also  kept  the  post- 
office  about  8  years. 

He  continued  in  the  mercantile  business  un- 
der various  changes,  in  company  with  his 
nephew,  Ira  C.  Allen,  with  Joseph  Adams,  and 
again  with  his  son  Edward,  until  lSbl,  and 
took  an  iuterest  in  the  development  of  the  mar- 
ble and  slate  business.  He  was  State  senator 
in  1842,  '43.  '54  '55,  and  assistant  judge  in  the 
county  court  in  '60,  '61  and  '62. 

He  served  the  town  with  efficiency  as  select- 
man in  raising  tiie  town's  quota  of  soldiers  in 
the  late  civil  war,  and  has  since  acted  2  years 
as  assistant  or  deputy  assessor  of  internal  rev- 
enue. 

Col.  Allen  was  a  proficient  as  a  military  offi- 
cer, rising  rapidly  from  the  rank  of  a  sergeant 
to  be  captain,  major,  lieutenant  colonel  and  co- 
lonel of  the  175th  regiment  of  the  10th  divis- 
j  ion  of  the  New  York  State  militia — a  regiment 
j  composed  of  four  companies  from  Hartford,  two 
I  from  Hebron,  and  one  from  Granville  ;  he  com- 
manding it  as  colonel  in  '33  and  34,  when  he 
resigned. 

He  first  married  Juliza  II.  Higby  of  Hart- 
ford, July  ID,  '29,  by  whom  he  had  children  : 

Cornelia  M  ;  Edward  L.,  the  inventor  and 
maufaciurer  of  "Allen's  Kerosene  Oil  Safe;'' 
Harriet  E,  Douglas  A.  and  Juliza. 

Mrs.  Allen  died  hero  April  5,  1841,  and  was 
buried  in  Hartford.  Mr.  Allen  married  2d,  Jan 
uary,  1842,  to  Miss  Jane  G.  Read,  in  Gran- 
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ville,  N.  Y.,  a  sister  of  Rev.  William  M.  Everts 
of  Chicago,  111..  and  widow  of  Rev.  Alonson  Reed, 
with  whom  she  went  to  Siam  as  a  missionary, 
in  '35,  and  where  he  died  in  '37.  She  return- 
ed to  Ameriea  and  made  her  home,  until  she 
was  married,  with  her  brother,  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Everts,  in  Elbridge,  N.  T.  She  died  Jan.  27, 
'57,  and  was  buried  in  the  village  burying- 
ground. 

Col.  Allen  married  3d,  Dec.  7,  1S59,  to  Mrs. 
Mary  E.  Hurd  of  Rochester. 

IraC.,  son  of  Richard  Allen-,  was  born  in 
Bristol,  Vt.,  in  1816.  He  came  to  Fair  Haven 
in  May,  '36,  and  was  engaged  as  clerk  in  the 
store  of  his  uncle,  Alonson,  a  number  of  years. 
He  resided  a  short  time  in  Whitehall  in  '40,  and 
in  New  York  in  '44  and  '45.  Returning  here, 
he  entered  into  copartnership  with  his  uncle  in 
the  store,  in  the  spring  of  '46,  and  became  a 
partner  in  the  firm  of  Allen,  Adams  &  Co.,  in 
the  marble  business,  in  '52.  He  purchased  the 
old  Minot  place,  on  the  west  side  of  the  park, 
and  erected  his  marble  dwelling-house  in  the 
summer  of  '67. 

He  has  been  a  representative  of  the  town, 
and  a  senator  of  the  county  ;  married  Miss  Ma- 
ry E.  Richardson  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  and  has 
4  children. 

Jonathan*  Chandler,  a  physician  in  copart- 
nership with  Dr.  Lewis,  in  1830,  and  '31,  was 
from  Massachusetts,  and  returned  thither. 

Adams  Dcttok,  b.  in  1793  ;  carried  on  a 
brick-yard  in  Rutland  at  an  early  day  ;  marri- 
ed Salome  Bixby  of  Mt.  Holly,  and  resided  in 
Castleton  in'  31,  whence  came  to  this  town  in 
the  spring  and  commenced  the  manufacture  of 
brick.  In  '44  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  slate-pencils  by  new  and  original  machinery, 
and  also  in  quarrying  slate  in  company  with 
Royal  Bullock,  on  Cedar  Point  in  Castleton.  un- 
til the  summer  of  '51.    He  still  resides  here. 

Dr.  Spencer.  Ward,  b.  January  7,  1806.  in 
Poultney;  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Theodore 
Woodward  of  Castleton,  and  came  here  in  '33 
to  practice  his  profession.  While  here  he  mar- 
ried widow  Ann  Rice,  the  daughter  of  Mrs. 
Lucy  Wilmot.  In  July,  '34,  he  took  a  lease 
from  Mrs.  Wilmot  of  the  Lyontavern,at  a  year- 
ly rental  of  $150  fur  rive  years.  In  the  fall  of 
'36  he  went  away  to  Silver  Creek,  X.  Y.  His 
first  child,  Martha  R..  was  born  hero  in  July, 
'37,  and  the  family  removed  to  Silver  Creek  in 
September,  '37.    Mrs.  W.  died  in  May,  '53. 

Dr.  Lucius  Smith,  m.  a  daughter  of  John 
Couant,  Esq.,  of  Brandon,  and  came  to  Fair  Ha- 
ven in  October,  '31;   practicing  medicine  in 


town  till  '42,  when  he  returned  to  Brandon, 
where  he  died  about  a  year  afterward.  II 13 
wife,  who  was  sickly  while  a  resident  here,  re- 
covered, and  became  the  wife  of  a  Baptist  cler- 
gyman now  in  California. 

Rev.  Charles  Doolittle  was  settled  as  pas- 
tor over  the  Congregational  society  of  Fair  Ha- 
ven, in  August,  1838,  but  remained  only  one 
or  two  years  ;  removing  hence  to  Middle  Gran- 
ville, X.  Y.,  where  he  remained  and  preached 
several  years.  He  received  the  degree  of  M. 
A.  from  Middlebury  College  in  1841. 

Seth  J.  Hitchcock,  b.  in  Farmington,  Ct, 
April  15,  17S4  ;  m.  Hepsey  Blinn  of  '-reat  Bar- 
rington,  Mass. ;  came  to  Fair  Haven  on  vhe  lf>t 
of  April,  1841,  having  previously  resided  in 
West  Haven.  He  was  a  teacher  for  many  yea  3 
and  a  music  master — died  on  his  place  north  01 
the  village — now  John  Allard's — Feb.  27,  '52 
His  wife  died  two  days  before,  and  both  wen 
buried  at  the  same  time.  Their  children  were 
William  A.,  a  physician  who  settled  in  Siior 
ham,  and  there  died,  and  June  J. 

Dr.  Thomas  E.  Wakefield,  b.  in  Ma' 

ter,  March  15,  1821  ;  spent  his  youth  in   - 

ville,  N.  Y. ;  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Charles 
Backus;  attended  lectures  at  Pirtsfield,  Mass., 
and  Castle; on,  Vt.,  and  came  to  Fair  Haven  in 
October,  '42  ;  since  which  time  he  has  been  the 
leading  physician  in  town.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  F.  Fuller,  from  West  Needham,  Mass. 

William  Miller,  son  of  James,  married  Ma- 
ry Shaw,  in  Bradford,  Vt.,  and  after  her  death, 
Mary  Foster  of  Chelsea,  Vt.  He  died  of  con- 
sumption at  Austin,  Minnesota,  Jan.  5.  '(>y.  and 
was  buried  in  Chicago.  nis  children,  by  ui3 
second  wife,  are  Willie  and  Lulu. 

Mr.  Miller  was  the  senior  partner  in  the  firm 
of  Miller,  Allen  <fe  Dobbin,  in  which  Ira  Allen 
and  David  Dobbin  were  associated  with  him  in 
tanning  and  currying  leather,  and  manufactur- 
ing boots  and  shoes.  They  were  also  for  a 
time  in  the  lumber  business.  In  February,  '24, 
they  purchased  of  Chauncey  Goodrich  10 
acres  of  land,  with  privilege  of  dam  to  raise 
water  for  a  bark-mill.  Mr.  Miller  went  into  the 
business  of  boating  on  the  Champlain  canal, 
also,  with  Elizur  Goodrich.  They  ran  a  line 
of  passenger  day-boats  between  Troy  and 
Whitehall,  in  '35  and  '3rl;  but  the  enterprise 
miscarried  and  was  given  up. 

Cullen  W.  Hawkins  married  Lydia  U.  Fish, 
and  had  four  children  :  Warren,  Farnbam,  Wil- 
liam C.  and  Sarali ;  was  a  wheelwright  in 
town,  and  owned  the  saw-mill  in  the  village, 
where  ho  was  killed  by  the  saw,  June  li,  00. 
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William  C.  was  a  member  of  company  C,  lstj  Castle  ton  Medical  Institute,  to  be  yellow  u 
Artillery  Vt.  Vols. ;  was  wounded  near  Peters-  as  nearly  as  the  climate  would  admit  of.  s 
burg,  Va.,  Juno  23,  1SG4,  and  died  at  Willett'sj  farewell  sermon,  at  West  Rutland,  was:  ul 
Point  Hospital,  Long  Island;  July  14,  64,  aged!  also  one  or  two  sermons,  or  addresses,  deliv  r 


1 7  years.  His  remains  u  ere  afterwards  brought 
to  Fair  Haven,  and  interred  in  the  village  cem- 
etery. 

Rev.  Amos  Deuhy  was  born  in  Pittsford.  Vt., 
Dec.  1 8,  1792.  He  was  the  eldest  of  9  children 
of  Deacon  Calvin  and  Azubah  (  Harwood  )  Dru- 
ry.  His  father,  Calvin,  was  born  in  Temple. 
Mass.,  May  8,  17G5,  and  was  the  son  of  Ebenezer, 
born  in  Shrewsbury  Mass.,  January  19,  173-4. 
His  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Rev.  E.  Har- 
woor1/  the  first  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
ch.irch.  Pittsford,  Vt, 

While  a  child  he  was  hopefully  converted, 
and  united  with  the  church  in  his  native  town 
when  only  8  years  of  age.  He  had  no  literary 
education  except  from  the  common  school  and 
academy ;  worked  on  his  fathers  farm  till  of 
^e.  Then  to  gratify  his  father's  choice,  studied 
bgdieine  with  the  physician  of  his  native  town, 
wit[attended  one  course  of  lectures  at  the  Med- 
At;i]Anstitute,  Oastluton.  Vt.  His  own  desire 
bad  been  to  become  a  minister,  and  before  com- 
pleting his  medical  studies  he  changed  his  pur- 
pose in  that  direction.  Studied  theology  with 
Rev.  E.  H.  Dorrnan,  of  Georgia,  Vt.  and  Rev. 
Josiah  Hopkins,  D.  D.,  of  New  Haven,  Vt.. 


before  the  order  of  Free  Masons.  Ho  r, .  | 
the  degree  of  M.  A.  from  Middlebury  CoUej  .  ■■ 
1824;  Feb.  7,  720,  he  was  married  to  S  sra  i  l\ 
Swifc  of  Fairfax,  Vt ,  who  survived  him  23 
years — children :  Amos  IL,  George  B..  Sarah  A  . 
Horace  and  Henry  (twins,  b.  April  27,  ; 
Sept.  8,  and  9, '28,)  Horace  Henry,  (b.  Sept. 
'29;  d.  April  19,  '33,  and  3  children  that  died 
in  infancy.) 

Rev.  Willard  Child,  D.  D.,  preached  his  fun- 
eral  sermon,  at  Pittsford,  fiom  Matt.  25,  23  : 
"  Hi3  Lord  said  unto  him,  well  done,"  &&.  The 
last  sermon  be  wrote  he  did  not  live  to  preach. 
It  was  prepared  for  the  Communion  Sabbath 
after  he  should  return  from  his  visit  to  Vermont. 
It  was  read  to  his  people  by  Rev.  Mr.  W;iey.  at 
the  first  communion  service  after  his  death. 
The  last  benediction  which  he  pronounced  to  his 
own  people,  was  Xum.  6.  24  to  26 :  "  The  Lord 
bless  thee,  and  keep  thee,"' Ac. 

Mr.  Drnry  is  characterized  as  "not  a  sreat 
sermonizer,  but  an  impressive  preacher  a  man 
of  "  very  solemn  deportment  in  the  pulpit,  uzl 
more  than  usually  gifted  in  prayer ;  of  deep  feel- 
ings and  warm  attachments ;  faithful  and  self- 
sacrificing."    A  man  "of  more  than  ordinary 


teaching  district  and  singing  schools  at  intervals  I  ability  aad  success  ;  possessing  great  knowledge 
to  defray  his  expenses.    He  was  licensed  to|ofhumaa  naturGj  and  a  large  stock  of  eoru...  ... 


was 

preach  in  the  fall  of  ISIS,  by  the  Addison  As 
sociation,  and  first  settled  as  pastor  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  in  West  Rutland,  Vt.  as  suc- 
cessor of  Rev.  Lemuel  Haynes,  (the  colored  min- 
ister,) June  4,  "19,  Rev.  Josiah  Hopkins,  D.  D.. 
preaching  the  sermon.  Here  he  continued  un- 
til after  the  breaking  out  of  the  anti-Masonic 
excitement  occasioned  by  the  murder  of  Mor- 
gan. Being  himself  a  Free  Mason,  his  connec- 
tion with  the  order  was  attacked,  and  he  was  dis- 
missed at  his  own  request,  April  22,  '29.  With- 
out a  Sabbath's  interval  he  went  to  Fair  Haven, 
where  he  was  installed  pastor,  May  6,  '29.  Rev. 
Eeriah  Green,  of  Brandon,  preaching  the  ser- 
mon. From  Fair  Haven  he  was  dismissed  in 
May,  '37,  and  agaiu  without  a  Sabbath's  inter- 
val, began  preaching  at  Westhampton,  Mass., 
having  declined  a  call  to  Windsor,  Vt.  He  was 
installed  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church,  at  j 
Westhampton,  June  29,  '37,  Rev.  Hariey  Good- 
win, of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  preaching  the  ser-  j 


sense  ;  of  jovial  disposition,  generous  nature  : 
always  governed  by  Christian  principle  :  firm  :n 
family  government ;  could  not  tolerate  trifiir.g 
or  duplicity  ;  a  good  pastor,  who  knew  famil- 
iarly every  one ;  a  good  nurse  in  the  sick  room,'1 
and  these  traits  constantly  tested,  for  his  wife 
was  always  an  invalid.  His  salary  was  small, 
and  he  was  always  pecuniarily  embarrassed 
until  the  last  two  years  of  his  life. 

Alexander  Dckahue.  whose  parents  came 
originally  from  Ireland,  and  died  in  Castleton, 
was  a  peddler,  and  acquired  considerable  prop- 
erty. He  married  in  Fair  Haven,  sometime  pri- 
or to  1^04,  Miss  Rebecca  Norton,  youngest 
daughter  of  Josiah  Norton,  Esq.,  and  resided  ou 
the  plain  a  little  eastward  from  Hydeviile.  where 
he  died,  August  19,  '14,  aged  43  years.  He  was 
an  eccentric  person,  and  requested  that  he  might 
be  buried  under  an  appletree,  nigh  his  house, 
so  that  his  ghost  might  appear  to  Mr.  Love)  in  l"a 


rnon.  Me  died  while  on  a  visit  to  friends  at  ho?3>  who  had  troubled  him  by  stealing  his  ap- 
Pittsford,  Vt.,  July  22,  '41,  in  his  49th  year.  plea.  Ho  was  at  first  buried  on  his  place,  but 
His  disease  was  pronounced  by  Dr.  Perkins,  of  afterward  was  removed  to  the  old  burial  gr  ;  i 


FAIR  HAVEN. 


In  Fair  Haven,  where  a  large  flat  tablet  lias  for 
many  years  stood  over  his  grave. 

He  owned,  for  a  short  time,  in  the  spriug  of 


He  became  involved  by  signing  for  Dr.  E 
nezer  Ilurd.  and  was  obliged  to  rr.r  ke  over  l.'ia 
place,  March  15,  '22,  to  his  broiler,  Sainad 


1S04  the  two  south  fires  in  the  forge,  which  Lyon  j  Dennis,  of  Boston,  by  whom  it  was 
had  sold  to  Wm.  Hennessy.     He  bought  the 
paper-mill  of  his  brother-in-law,  Salmon  Norton, 
in  July,  1804.  selling  it  in  March,  'OG. 

In  April,  1807.  he  bought  the  old  Meachara 
store  and  land  adjoining,  which  he  sold  in  '09 
and  which  Mr.  Dennis  constructed  into  a  tav- 


Luey  Wilmot,  in  August,  182?. 

Mr.  Dennis  removed  from  Fair  Haven  xz,  Hart- 
ford, X.  Y.,  in  '23,  and  there  died  in  '20.  He 
was  captain  of  the  militia  in  '19,  and  went  Ln  a 
subordinate  office,  within  a  few  mi  c-s  of  I  Liiis- 
burgh,  at  the  time  of  the  war  in  IS  12. 


In  October,  1813,  he  purchased  of  John  Her 
ring  the  house  and  the  lot  of  6  acres,  lying 
toward  the 'river,  where  the  marble  mill  now  is. 
These  were  afterward  deeded  to  the  town  by  Dr. 
Adiu  Kendrick  and  wife,  of  Poultney.  ( Mr.  Dun- 
ahue's  widow  having  married  Dr.  Kendrick,)  in 
consideration  of  a  clause  in  Mr.  Dunahue's  will, 
giving  to  the  Congregational  society  in  Fair  Ha- 
ven a"  bell. 

Shortly  before  his  death,  he  deeded  to  the 
town  60  rods  of  ground,  '•  to  be  used  for  a  pub- 
lic green  only,  which  is  expressly  understood  in 
this  contract." 

It  is  told  of  Mr.  Dunahue  that  he  was  quite 
given  to  sharp  retorts,  and  that  shortly  previous 
to  his  last  sickness  he  was  sitting  by  the  stove 
in  Mr.  Dennis'  bar-room  with  his  boots  off,  to 
warm  his  feet,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cushman  en- 
tered, and  perceiving  si^ns  of  illness  in  Mr.  Dun-  T 

,    ,  ,      ,  ,-r..     ,        ,    ,        Ira  Leonard 

ahues  face,  said  to  him:  "Friend,  vou  look  as   _  , 

,      ,      „  I  John  Joi 
though  you  were  not  going  to  staj-  with  us  long. 

"  Xo,  "  he  replied,  "I  am  not — only  long  enough 
to  warm  my  feet."    The  incivility  of  the  remark 
troubled  his  conscience,  and  in  his  last  sickness  j 
he  sent  lor  Mr.  Cushman  to  come  and  s^o  him,  ! 
and  in  his  wul  bequeathed  a  bell  to  Mr.  Cush- 
man's  church,  which,  alas,  Mr.  Cushman  did  not  j 
live  to  see.    The  bell  was,  however,  at  last  ob- 
tained, about  the  year  '31. 

He  was  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  at  Ti- 
conderoga  with  the  American  forces  when  Gen. 
Burgoyne  crime  up  the  lake. 

Royal  Dennis,  born  in  Hardwick,  Mass 
came  to  Fair  Haven  in  180 
"Watson,  a  sister  of  Jame 

born  in  Brookfield,  Mass  ,  and  died  in  Rockland,  I 
Me.    Mr.  Dennis  kept  tho  old  Lyon  tavern,  j 
owned  by  Cutler,  one  year,  and  in  May,  1S09.  | 
bought  the  old  Heanessy  store,  building  an  ad- 
ditioa  eastward,  over  the  old  highway,  putting  ;  M;cjKl0i  Merritt,  1 
on  a  new  front  with  balconies  on  the  west,  fac- 
ing the  new  highway,  converted  it  into  a  large 
and  commodious  hotel,  which  was  kept  by  him, 
and  widely  known  throughout  the  country  as 
the  Denuis  Tavern. 


REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  TOWN  EX  TH 
AL  ASSEMBLY. 

Matthew  Lyon,  1733,  '64,  'c7,  'S3,  'SC 
1701,  "J5,  '96. 

*  Simeon  Smith,  1739,  '92,  '97. 
James  Witherell,  1793,  '99,  1800,  '01. 

*  Oliver  Church,  1S03,  '06,  '07,  '10.  '1 
Isaac  Cutler,  1804,  '05. 
Salmon  Xorton,  1808,  '09. 
Tilly  Gilbert,  1312,  '14,  '32. 
Ethan  Whipple,  1813. 

*  James  W.  Rosman,  IS  15. 
Thomas  Christie,  1816. 
Moses  Colton.  1817. 

*  Erastus  Coleman,  1818. 
John  P.  Colburn,  1S20,  '21,  '23,  '24,  : 

*  Artemas  Wyman,  1822. 
George  Warren,  1826. 

1828,  '29,  34,  39. 
les,  1830. 
Wdliam  C.  Kittredge,  1831,  '33,  37. 
'49,  '56. 

;  Barnabas  Ellis,  1835,  '36,  '42. 
Adams  Button,  lb3S. 
Joseph  Sheldon,  Jr.,  1840,  41. 
Asahel  H.  Kidder,  1843,  '44. 
Jonathan  Capen,  1845,  46. 
Abra.ni  Graves,  1850,  '51. 
Artemas  S.  Cushman,  1^52, 
j  Joseph  Adams,  lb54,  '55. 
Hiram  Hamilton,  1857,  '5S. 
i  Samuel  Wood,  1859,  '60. 


"93, 


:o3. 


,cn7  .  '  *    "  ''  Ira  C.  Allen.  1861,  62. 

1S0<  ;  married  Susan  • 
„  .  tornl  Reed,  1603,  64. 

?s  1.  v\  atson,  who  was .  . 


Joel  W.  Hamiltou,  1865,  '6b. 
Horace  G.  Wood,  1867.  '68,  69,  70. 


Elenzer  Dudlev, 


TOWN  CLERKS. 

1783,  'S4. 
so. 


Silas  Saflbrd,  1787,  '88. 
Stephen  Hall,  1789. 
Frederick  Hill,  1790,  "91. 


*  Belonged. in  West  ITaven. 
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James  Witherell.  Dec.  26,  1791,  '92. 

John  Brown,  1793  to  Feb.,  1801. 

Josiah  Norton.  1S01,  '02. 

Tilly  Gilbert,  1S03  to  'OS  ;  1811  to  '32. 

Etlian  Whipple,  1S09  to  '13. 

Benjamin  F.  Gilbert,  1833  to  '54;   185Gto  '5S. 

Jonathan  Capen,  1855. 

Corril  Reed,  IS 59  to  "70. 

DELEGATES  TO  THE  COSTITUTION'AL  CONVENTIONS. 

Simeon  Smith,  1771. 
Matthew  Lyon,  1793. 
Ethan  Whipple,  1814. 
John  P.  Colbum,  1821. 
Moses  Colton,  1828. 
William  C.  Kittredge,  1S36. 
Abram  Graves,  1843  and  '50. 
E.  H.  Phelps,  1870. 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  CENSUS. 

Number  of  inhabitants  in  1860,        .  1378 
1870,  —       -  2208 
"        dwellings,  -       -  391 

families,      -       -       -       -  452 
Total  value  of  productions  of  the  town 

for  the  year  ending  June  1,  1870,  $425,050 


HUBBARDTON. 

•       BY  AMOS  CHURCHILL. 
Prepared  ami  arranged  by  E.  II.  St.  John. 

In  offering  the  historical  and  miscellaneous 
papers  of  our  venerable  author,  Mr.  Amos 
Churchill,  as  a  contribution  to  the  Historical 
Magazine,  I  would  present  them  ratuer  as  a  sou- 
venir of  the  past.  These  sketches,  written  by 
him  in  the  serene  evening  of  his  prolonged  liie 
for  the  amusement  of  his  leisure,  were  afterward 
published  in  book-form  for  the  gratification  of 
his  friends  and  relatives,  to  whom  they  were 
presented  as  a  farewell  token  of  remembrance 
from  one  who  in  the  course  of  nature  must  soon 
be  gathered  to  his  kindred  dust. 

Hoping  that  these  pages  upon  which  the  past, 
■with  its  manners  and  customs,  is,  as  it  were, 
daguerrcotyped  from  the  memory,  with  no  un- 
skilful hand  ;  written  in  a  style  alike  free  from 
garrulity  and  affectation,  with  the  simplicity  pe- 
culiar to  old  age,  will  prove  acceptable  to  the 
public,  I  have,  as  far  as  possible,  preserved  the 
original  form  of  the  work,  without  marring  the 
proportions  or  erasing  the  beauties  engraved  on 
this  little  monument  reared  by  his  genius,  and 
by  which  he  may  be  fairly  entitled  "  the  father 
of  our  history  " 

Only  where  it  seemed  necessarily  appropri- 
ate have  I  made  any  alterations  ;  and  for  such 
additions  as  I  have  introduced,  I  hold  myself 
responsible  only  to  an  indulgent  public  ;  from 


whom,  as  I  claim  but  little  credit  for  the  per- 
formance, I  neither  challenge  criticism  nor  in- 
vite praise — being  content,  if  the  pictures  re- 
sented in  the  progress  of  the  work  of  the  fru- 
gality and  industry  of  the  past  should  a!  as  , 
however  slightly,  the  effeminate  folly  of  the 
present,  I  hasten  to  introduce  the  unpretending 
old  man,  who,  when  having  played  an  active 
and  laborious  part  in  the  drama  of  humble  life, 
with  his  hand  unnerved  by  80  years,  became 
our  historian  ;  and  who  now,  in  the  commen ce- 
ment of  his  88th  year,  retaining  some  of  his  o'.d 
habits,  and  a  few  of  his  peculiarities,  stand3 
almost  alone  among  your  contributors,  as  aa 
aged  hemlock  of  the  forest  bared  with  time, 
trembling  before  its  fall — one  of  the  few  relies 
of  a  generation  which  has  passed  away,  and 
to  which  the  present  i3  deeply  indebted  for  its 
manifold  blessings. 

Ezekiel  H.  St.  Johs. 

Hubbardton,  Nov.  18,  1861. 

Hubbarton  was  chartered  by  the  governor  of 
N.  H.,  June  15,  17G4,  to  Thomas  Hubbard* 
Samuel  Hubbard,  Tsaac  Searls,  Wm.  and  Giles 
Alexander,  Isaac  Yv'andel,  John  Miller,  and  John 
Miller,  Jr.,  John,  Daniel  and  Samuel  Hail,  An- 
drew "Wigins,  etc.  The  Aliens  were  also  lar.re 
proprietors,  and  made  many  surveys  in  the  town ; 
hence,  in  an  early  day,  hunters  and  others,  when 
traveling  in  the  woods  often  saw  trees  marked 
Z.  I.  A.,  meaning  Zimri  and  Ira  Alien  which, 
mark  thoy  put  on  to  the  corners  of  the  lots  they 
surveyed.  The  town  was  chartered  6  mile3 
square  ;  but  in  consequence  of  prior  charters  and 
surveys,  some  of  the  north  part  was  held  by  Sud- 
bury, a  small  part  by  Castleton,  and  a  gore  by 
Pittsford ;  so  that,  instead  of  23,040  acres,  it  con- 
tained only  about  1800  acres.  This,  together 
with  the  many  ponds,  reduced  the  available  lar.d 
down  from  300  acres  to  only  about  200  acres  to 
a  right.  Hubbardton  was  the  1 1th  town  chart- 
ered in  a  direct  line  north  from  the  S.  W.  corner 
of  the  State,  Each  charter  gave  each  town  6 
miles  on  the  line  north  and  south  ;  and  begin- 
ning at  the  south  with  their  surveys,  and  run- 
ning large  measures  for  each  town,  Hubbardton 
was  crowded  to  the  north  on  to  a  rough  broken 
tract  with  many  mountains,  ponds  and  marshes. 
Had  each  town  taken  only  its  strict  charter  lim- 
its, Hubbardton  would  have  fallen  where  Castle- 
ton now  is,  and  Dunbar  would  have  a  location 
where  Hubbardton  now  is.  The  first  surveys 
were  made  by  the  Aliens.  They  commenced  at 
the  south  line,  near  the  S.  E.  corner  of  the  tow^. 

*  Mr.  II.  becoming  a  large  Proprietor,  gave  the  towa 
his  name. 


HUBBARDTON. 


717 


and  laid  out  two  tiers  of  lots,  1  mile  long  each 
and  52  1-2  rods  wide,  allowing  5  acres  for  high- 
way. So  they  continued  on  north  in  this  regu- 
lar style,  until  they  had  laid  out  26  lots ;  then 
they  became  more  irregular  in  their  proceedings. 
Their  lots  were  all  numbered  and  marked.  Other 
surveys  about  the  town  were  very  irregular  ; 
most  of  them  were  made  where  they  could  find 
the  best  land ;  many  lota  were  very  irregular  in 
shape,  and  many  gores  were  left  on  high  hills 
and  ragged  promontories,  which  many  years  af- 
ter were  picked  up  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  sold  to 
the  inhabitants.  So  that  now  every  crag  and 
peak  has  its  owner.  The  first  surveys  were 
made  large,  so  that  many  of  the  original  propri- 
etors fell  much  short  of  their  expected  comple- 
ment of  land.  And  there  have  been  many  at- 
tempts to  obtain  a  resurvey  of  the  town  by  non- 
resident proprietors,  but,  hitherto,  they  have  all 
failed.  In  one  instance  there  was  a  great  dis 
play  of  notifying  in  the  public  prints  of  a  propri- 
etors' meeting,  to  be  held  on  a  certain  day  in 
Hubbardton.  to  see  if  they  could  agree  to  have 
a  resurvey  of  the  town.  Jonathan  Parker  and 
others  came  on  with  their  attoruies  — proprietors 
assembled  in  large  numbers,  so  that  they  had  a 
respectable  meeting.  It  was  organized  by  choos- 
ing their  chairman  and  secretary.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  meeting  was  stated  and  a  call  for  re- 
marks on  the  subject,  when  it  was  moved  and 
promptly  seconded  that  the  meeting  be  adjourned 
without  day,  which  was  carried  by  a  strong  vote, 
and  each  man  retired.  This  was  the  last  at- 
tempt. 

Soon  after  the  war  of  the  Revolution  had 
closed,  and  the  settlers  had  returned  to  their 
homes,  flattering  themselves  that  now  they  might 
enjoy  their  possessions,  what  little  they  had  left, 
and  which  they  had  so  dearly  bought,  in  peace 
and  safety,  they  were  annoyed  by  a  set  of  land 
claimants,  almost  as  destructive  of  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  the  settlers  as  were  the  Iudians 
and  Tories  in  the  time  of  the  war.  Ejectments 
were  served  upon  the  people  without  much  dis- 
crimination. For  many  years  they  were  kept  in 
a  state  of  agitation,  embarrassment  and  sus- 
pense ;  spending  their  time  and  money  (of 
which  they  had  very  little  to  spare)  looking  up 
their  titles,  collecting  witnesses,  feeing  lawyers, 
attending  courts,  paying  costs,  making  possess- 
ion fences,  buying  new  titles,  etc.,  etc.  Every 
minute  of  time,  and  every  penny,  were  impera- 
tively demanded  in  making  improvements  on 
their  laud,  and  the  support  of  their  families.  As 
a  specimen  of  the  whole  I  will  confine  myself  to 
one  single  case. 


Mr.  Samuel  Churchill  having  a  large  fare  fly i 
wished  (as  is  very  natural )  to  settle  them  aroun  i 
him.  He  sold  his  farm  in  Sheffield.  Mass  .  esti- 
mated at  $  3000,  and  took  a  deed  of  300  <  a:-res 
of  land  in  the  town  of  Hubbardton,  Rutland 
County,  State  of  Vermont.  Not  suspecting  a-.y 
fraud  he  came  on  with  his  surveyor  and  all  I  3 
means  necessary  to  locate  his  land.  His  .  dm 
as  it  now  stood  covered  one-sixth  of  the  town- 
He  went  on  without  any  interruption,  bail:  Lis 
cabins  and  located  his  3000  acres  of  land  in 
different  parts  of  the  town,  chose  his  place  of 
residence,  cleared  a  place  and  built  a  log-'  use  ; 
this  took  him  with  all  his  hands,  belL^  fire  in 
number,  the  whole  season.  The  rex:  Spring, 
in  the  year  1775.  he  moved  his  family  into  Lis 
log-house,  and  considered  himself  settled  for  life. 
The  expense  of  this  did  not  fall  a:  ;es~  :h::n 
$  1000.  He  was  of  a  peaceful,  retiring  disposi- 
tion, wishing  to  be  free  from  the  bustle  and  con- 
tentions of  the  world,  and  for  that  reason  he 
took  no  very  active  part  in  the  contentions  that 
were  rife  in  those  days,  either  with  respect  to 
York  claims  or  British  tyranny;  yet  he  was  a 
staunch  friend  to  the  cause  of  both  his  country 
and  State.  He  went  on  in  his  peaceable  way, 
clearing  and  making  improvements  on  his  famz, 
flattering  himself  that  he  was  now.  after  all  the 
fatigues,  hindrances,  and  embarassments  inci- 
dent in  settling  a  new  country,  was  mainly  over, 
he  might  settle  down  in  peace  and  retirement 
the  remainder  of  his  days  with  bis  family  in 
prosperity  around  him.  Here  he  had  lived  in 
peaceable  possession  a  little  more  than  2  years, 
and  he  was  still  attending  to  his  business,  when 
he  was  warned  of  danger. 

iioon  after  the  close  of  the  war.  and  he  had 
again  just  got  agoing  on  in  his  retired,  peaceful 
way,  without  interruption,  he  was  notified  thus 
his  title  to  his  land  might  be  somewhat  preca- 
rious, by  the  serving  of  an  enjectment  upon  him. 
covering  every  acre  of  his  claim.  Xow  what 
could  he  do  ?  He  had  sold  some  of  his  land  in 
order  to  help  him  to  live,  and  partially  reclaim 
his  losses,  and  to  again  got  into  tolerable  cir- 
cumstances to  live;  he  had  no  bam  to  shelter 
his  crops  or  cattle  ;  his  log-house  was  becom- 
ing very  poor  ;  he  never  had  a  lawsuit  in  his 
life— knew  nothing  about  the  law  or  lav.--  lits; 
had  no  money  to  spend  in  them;  knew  n;: 
what  course  to  take  to  ascertain  thestreegth  of 
his  title;  no  money  to  fee  an  attorney,  and 
uow  could  not  sell  it  at  any  rate.  To  give  it  Bp 
and  not  try  to  defend  it  would  be  wrong,  an  ; 
would  strip  him  of  every  thing;  and  to  try  to 
defend  it,  even  if  ho  failed,  Could  uj  no  more. 
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Upon  this  conclusion  he  engaged  an  attorney  i 
to  look  after  his  title,  and  to  try  to  defend  it. 
He  next  went  to  work  making  possession  fence 
around  every  lot,  and  clearing  a  piece.  This 
business  took  him  with  his  boys  most  of  the 
time  for  two  seasons.  After  a  long  suspense 
he  obtained  a  decision  of  the  court :  "  All  lots 
Which  had  had  work  done  on  them  by  way  of 
clearing,  and  possession  kept  up  15  years,  might 
be  holden  by  possession  :  all  others  could  be 
held  by  any  previous  title. 

On  examination  it  was  found  that  there  were 
10  lots  which  could  be  held  by  pessession  ■  6 
he  bought  the  second  time ;  the  rest  were  giv- 
en up,  being  14,  for  which  lie  had  paid  $  1400, 
besides  all  the  expense  of  surveying,  the  use 
of  his  money,  fencing,  ere.  Those  G  lois  which 
he  bought  the  second  time,  cost  him  another 
$600  which  he  was  ill  able  to  pay.  So  that 
the  whole  of  his  loss  in  consequence  of  his  buy- 
ing a  bad  title  swallowed  up  the  whole  of  his 
farm  that  Le  sold  in  Sheffield.  After  the  land 
business  was  settled  in  the  manner  and  form 
above  described,  he  gave  each  of  his  children 
100  acres,  nine  of  whom  settled  near  him  ;  and 
he,  by  strict  economy,  prudence  and  industry, 
obtained  a  competence.  AVorn  out  by  misfor- 
tune and  hard  labor  he  retired  from  the  busi- 
ness and  bustle  of  the  world,  and  lived  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  died  in  January,  1801,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  SO,  in  the  presence  of  many 
of  his  children  and  grand  children.  His  wife 
died  t lie  folk) wing  September,  aged  80  years. 

I  am  not  aware  that  the  titles  to  land  obtain- 
ed from  the  Aliens  were  ever  challenged,  but 
most  other  titles  failed.  The  town  generally, 
for  many  a  year,  was  annoyed  by  the  presence 
of  land  claimants  or  their  agents,  and  embar- 
rassed by  lawsuits,  etc.,  as  described  above. 
Frequent  resorts  to  the  town  and  proprietors' 
records  were  made,  until,  finally,  it  was  report- 
ed that  they  were  stolen.  A  vigorous  search 
was  made  for  them,  but  I  believe  they  were 
never  found,  or  at  least  not  for  many  years. 
Those  lots  on  which  improvements  had  been 
made  for  a  term  less  than  lb  years,  had  better- 
ments assessed,  generally  very  high,  which 
some  of  the  settler-  preferred  taking  to  that  of 
buying  the  land  the  second  time,  which  were 
left  to  the  claimant  or  his  agent.  A  case  like 
this  happened,  when  a  man  by  the  name  of 
David  Eiogg  took  po<.-e-siou  of  a  farm  so  given 
up.  He  was  an  Irishman,  and  naturally  a  smart 
man.  but  given  to  intemperance,  very  dogmat- 
ical and  overhearing,  disagreeable  in  his  man- 
ners, and  obnoxious  to  the  people.  Another 


i  man  by  the  name  of  James  Whelpley  had  he- 
come  an  inhabitant  of  the  town  ;  he  wa-  trie:;  i- 
ly  to  the  settlers  and  espoused  their  cause,  and 
was  often  employed  by  them  in  their  defense. 
He  was  a  great  hunter,  and  not  only  aided  in  u.e 
defense  of  their  lands,  but  destroyed  depredators 
on  their  other  property.  In  those  days  there 
where  frequent  gatherings  of  men  for  sociality, 
and  friendly  exchange  of  views  and  sentiments. 
Those  meetings  were  generally  conducted  in  a 
spirit  of  harmony  and  kind  brotherly  feelings, 
closed  and  separated  with  a  feeling  of  love,  un- 
ion and  esteem.  But  when  General  Hogg  (as  ha 
was  called)  was  present,  the  harmony  of  the 
meeting  was  apt  to  be  somewhat  mat  red  by  his 
overbearing  deportment,  and  the  parting  was 
not  so  very  pleasant.  At  one  of  these  meetings, 
he  being  somewhat  excited  with  the  -i  ardent," 
uttered  some  expressions  which  raised  the  ire 
of  Squire  Whelpley,  who,  in  an  unguarded  mo- 
ment, entered  into  a  contest  of  fisticuff,  which 
was  the  occasion  of  the  following  effusion  of 
some  brain,  which  found  a  place  in  the  Rutland 
Herald  of  those  days : 

LIXES  OX  A  CONTEST  BETWIXT  WHELP  AND  HOG. 

A  whelp  and  hog  that  raug'd  the  wood 
In  quest  of  prey  and  shack  for  food, 
Soon  catered  into  warm  contest 
To  prove  whose  title  wad  the  best. 

Each  claimed  the  prior  right  his  fee, 
Fur  hog  and  wnelp  seldom  agree, 
Meeting  with  swinish,  dogisli  zeal, 
Began  to  growl  and  grunt  and  squeal. 

Says  hog  "  You  have  my  shack  devoured." 
Says  whelp  '*  "lis  false,  and  you  're  a  coward, 
You  scared  my  game,  and  made  it  shy." 
Says  hog  "  You  tell  a  cursed  lie." 

Then  whelp,  like  a  presumptuous  dog, 
Made  sudden  thrust  upon  the  hog ; 
But  as  he  miss'd  to  grab  the  ear, 
lie  made  a  plunge  among  the  hair. 

Then  Ilo^-g,  as  hogs  are  wont  to  do, 
Tui'u'd  wrathi'ully  upon  his  foe, 
With  snout  and  tusk,  and  (rightful  squeal, 
■\\  help  tell  with  a  terrific  yell! 

Aud  then  such  snarling,  growling,  squealing, 
Grunting,  gnashing,  frothing,  squealing; 
'Twits  most  terrific  aud  astounding, 
The  stoutest  hearts  and  nerves  coufi  undingl 

The  hog,  no  doubt,  would  kill'd  the  whelp, 
Had  not  some  curs  come  to  his  help, 
Ami,  pulling  by  the  tail  and  ears, 
Relieved  poor  whelp  from  many  fears. 

The  wh"  lp  then  rose  with  piteous  yelling, 
The  hog  Q-grunting,  champing,  squealing, 
Were  sent,  each  one,  off  in  a  hurry, 
And  thus  broke  up  the  row  and  flurry. 

The  whelp  went  growling  to  his  lair; 
The  hog  did  to  Ins  sty  repair ; 
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There  each  to  whine  and  squeal  it  out, 
And  muse  on  what  they 'd  been  about. 

The  whelp  had  been  an  honor'd  dog, 
Much  more  than  ever  was  the  hog, 
Iu  killing  deer,  and  wolf  and  bear, 
And  taking  them  into  his  lair. 

The  hog  had  done  the  town  much  harm, 
Had  rooted  one  man  from  his  farm, 
And  took  his  house  for  him  a  sty, 
TVhere  he,  with  all  his  gruntlings,  lie. 

A  whelp,  you  know,  may  run  at  large, 
Of  house  and  fold  may  take  the  ch  irge  ; 
Are  watching  while  their  masters  sleep, 
Tho'  sometimes  he  may  take  a  sheep. 

But  hogs,  you  know,  should  be  confined; 
To  mischief  they  are  much  inclined  ; 
If  loose,  unto  the  pound  they  bring  'em, 
Unless  their  masters  yoke  and  ring  'em. 

The  embarrassments,  losses  and  distress  of 
the  first  settlers,  and  this  confusion  of  claims, 
were  occasioned  by  the  original  proprietors 
selling'  out  and  quitting  their  claim  to  oth- 
ers, all  their  right  and  title  to  lands  in  the  town, 
more  or  less,  without  specifying  the  quantity, 
—the  buyers  making  their  estimation  upon  the 
charter  limits,  6  miles  square.  The  town  falling 
short  in  its  dimensions,  and  the  speculators  sell- 
ing by  the  quantity,  and  not  very  nice  as  to 
that  the  lands  in  the  whole  town  might  be 
sold  two  or  three  time3  over ;  the  first  sales  be- 
ing recorded  in  the  records  in  New  Hampshire 
the  others  in  that  of  the  town,  some  lost,  and 
none  very  intelligible.  The  prior  sales  were 
sought  for  among  all  this  confusion,  and  the  de- 
cisions of  the  courts  were  made  up  upon  these 
principles,  according  to  the  best  light  which 
they  could  obtain.  For  many  years  those  who 
settled  in  the  town  were  harrassed  and  distress- 
ed by  ejectments  and  lawsuits;  no  man  would 
buy  a  farm  in  town  without  a  warrantee  deed, 
and  no  one  had  confidence  enough  in  his  tide 
to  give  one  ;  so  that  the  settlement  of  the  town 
was  much  retarded.  These  times  continued 
until  Judge  Harrington  came  to  the  bench.  lie 
was  a  friend  to  the  settlers.  His  sentiment  was 
that  tho  earth  was  made  for  the  use  of  man  ; 
that  each  man  had  a  natural  and  just  right  to 
all  that  he  could  use  and  needed  for  his  use 
and  comfort,  and  no  more ;  that  any  man  had 
a  just  and  natural  right  to  all  that  he,  by  his 
exertions  and  labor,  made  a  piece  of  laud  more 
valuable  and  productive,  it  was  his.  And  tak- 
ing into  consideration  the  fatigues,  deprivations 
and  expense  of  getting  on  to  their  lands,  mak- 
ing a  beginning,  and  getting  it  in  a  way  that 
they  might  obtain  a  support  from  it,  together 
with  the  money  they  had  paid,  with  its  use, 


the  betterments,  which  must  be  paid  in  money, 
began  to  be  assessed  very  high.  These  decisions, 
together  with  the  uncertainty  of  establishing 
their  legal  rights,  caused  ejectments,  after  a 
while,  to  become  less  frequent,  and  finally  they 
were  wholly  suspended, and  claimants  sought  re- 
dress in  a  re-survey  of  tho  town,  as  has  been 
before  related. 

SUFFERINGS  DURING  THE  REVOLUTIONARY  WAP.. 

In  the  year  1777  there  were  9  families  in  the 
town,  occupying  as  many  log-houses,  all  in  the 
southeasterly  part  of  the  town.  These  9  con- 
stituted the  whole  population.  They  were 
Benjamin  and  Uriah  Hickok,  William  Trow- 
bridge. Samuel  and  Jesse  Churchill  John  Sel- 
lick,  Abdiel  Webster,  Benajah  Boardman  and 
William  Spaulding. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  General  St.  Clair  evacu- 
ated Ticouderoga.  On  the  same  day  a  party 
of  Indians,  and  Tories  painted  like  Indians, 
directed  by  a  Captain  Sherwood,  came  into 
town  and  made  prisoners  of  Benjamin  and  Uri- 
ah Hickok,  and  two  young  men  by  the  names 
of  Henry  Keeler  and  Elijah  Kellogg.  Gen. 
St.  Clair  passed  through  the  town  the  same 
day,  and  left  colonels  Warner,  Francis  and  Hale 
with  their  regiments,  as  a  rear  guard.  They 
encamped  on  the  farm  owned  by  John  Schick, 
a  little  north  of  where  the  Baptist  meeting- 
house now  stands.  Sellick  and  his  family  had 
left  the  day  before,  and  only  one  woman— Mrs. 
Boardman — and  two  small  children  were  left 
in  the  house,  who  remained  in  the  house  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  of  the  battle.  And  a3 
there  was  no  cellar  to  the  house,  she  crept  un- 
der the  bed,  there  to  shelter  herself  from  the 
death-dealing  bullets  which  were  flying  in  every 
direction  all  round  the  house.  After  the  battle 
was  over  she  left,  and  with  her  children  went 
cn  foot  to  Castleton.  Benjamin  Hickok.  who 
was  taken  prisoner  by  Sherwood,  was  a  very 
small  man,  and  very  spry;  and  while  being 
conducted  through  the  thick  woods,  gave  them 
the  slip,  made  his  escape,  and  returned  home. 
On  the  following  night,  he,  with  his  own  and 

his  brother  Uriah's  family,  left  their  homes  the 

women  and  children  on  loot,  in  order  to  escape 
from  danger.  When  they  arrived  at  the  desert- 
ed house  of  J.  Hickok  in  Castleton,  they  stop- 
ped fur  the  remainder  of  the  night,  expecting 
to  pursue  their  journey  in  company  with  Co- 
lonel Bellows'  regiment,  which  was  encamped 
there.  Tho  Colonel  had  just  commenced  his 
march,  when,  hearing  firing  at  Ilubbardton,  he 
marched  buck,  hoping  to  relieve  his  compaa- 
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ions  by  granting1  them  hi3  assistance  ;  leaving 
tnese  unfortunate  families  to  pursue  their  flight 
tmorotected  and  alone.  But  not  arriving  until 
the  battle  was  decided,  he  marched  back  to 
Castleton.  The  other  families  who  were  south 
of  where  the  battle  was  fought,  fled  the  next 
day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  "th  of  July,  Warner 
sent  a  detachment  of  men  to  warn  Mr.  Samuel 
Churchill  (who  was  north  of  his  encampment) 
of  bis  danger,  and  to  assist  them  to  escape.  On 
receiving  the  information  they  fixed  off  as  fist 
as  possible  The  women  and  children  were 
mounted  on  three  horses,  and  the  men  on  foot. 
They  had  got  but  a  little  on  their  way  when 
the  firing  commenced.  They  all  pushed  on  as 
fast  as  possible,  until  they  were  among  the 
slaughtering  balls,  and  two  of  the  horses  on 
which  the  women  rode  were  wounded.  The  old 
lady,  when  she  saw  her  horse  was  wounded, 
jumped  from  his  back,  exclaiming,  "  I  wish  I  had 
a  gun,  I  would  give  them  what  they  want." 
They  all  retreated  back  to  their  house,  except 
John  and  Silas,  who  had  their  guns  and  entered 
into  the  engagement  and  fought  bravely.  Silas 
was  taken  prisoner,  but  John  made  his  escape 
and  went  'back  to  the  house.  On  his  way  he 
hid  his  gun,  cartridge-box  and  bayonet  in  a  ledge 
of  rocks,  and  could  never  find  them  afterwards. 
(More  than  60  years  after  they  were  found,  by  a 
boy,  very  much  decayed).  At  the  house  they 
were  all  surprised  and  taken  prisoners  by  Sher- 
wood and  his  party,  who  had  been  lurking  on 
the  hills  east  of  the  settlement  during  the  bat- 
tle, who,  after  plundering  the  house  of  all  the 
provisions  he  could  find,  most  of  the  clothing, 
and  everything  else  that  he  could  use,  the  bar- 
barous wretch  ordered  the  women  and  children 
to  leave  it,  or  he  would  burn  the  whole  together, 
at  any  rate  the  house  should  be  burnt.  One  of 
the  young  women,  taking  her  bed  in  her  arms, 
with  a  heavy  heart,  proceeded  to  the  door,  then 
let  it  fall,  saying,  "You  have  taken  all  our  pro- 
visions, all  our  meu  prisoners,  and  now  how  can 
you  be  so  cruel  as  to  burn  our  house."  Saying 
this  she  fainted  and  fell  to  the  floor.  Tiiis,  with 
the  cries  and  entreaties  of  the  others,  so  soften- 
ed his  savage  heart,  that  he  left  them  their  shel- 
ter, but  deprived  them  of  all  their  provisions, 
and  much  of  their  clothing.  Samuel  Church- 
ill, the  head  of  the  family,  was  taken  some 
distance  from  the  hou-e  into  the  woods  by 
the  Indians,  and  tied  to  a  tree,  and  dry  brush 
pded  up  around  him;  they,  often  saying,  "Tell 
us  where  your  flour  is,  you  old  rebel Sher- 
wood touspcetmg  that  he  Lad  some  euiiceaLd 


which  they  had  not  yet  found.  After  ke<  pii  g 
him  bound  to  the  tree  three  or  four  hours,  qnes- 
tioning  him  about  his  flour,  threaten^  and 
taunting  him  ;  and  he  constantly  asserting  thac 
he  had  none,  &c.  And  while  in  the  act  of  set- 
ing  fire  to  the  brush,  Sherwood  came  forward 
and  ordered  them  to  desist,  being  thoroughly 
convinced  that  he  had  none.  His  cattle  and 
hogs  were  killed,  and  such  parts  as  they  could 
use  were  taken,  and  each  one  of  them  was  or- 
dered to  take  as  much  as  he  could  cany.  Wil- 
liam was  lame,  having  cut  his  foot  a  few  days 
before,  and  could  not  travel ;  him  they  released 
and  sent  back.  Ezekiel  being  a  small  boy  they 
let  go.  The  others  they  marched  off  to  TL  The 
prisoners,  inhabitants  of  Hubbardton,  were  Sam- 
uel Churchill,  the  father,  John  and  Silas  his  sons, 
Uriah  Ilickok,  Henry  Keeler  and  Elijah  Kel- 
logg. The  women  and  children  being  left  des- 
titute of  provisions,  could  not  remain  there.  The 
British  tories  and  Indians  being  south,  they  fear- 
ed to  take  a  southern  direction.  No  one  of  their 
acquaintances  and  friends  left  to  consult  with, 
and  not  knowing  but  all  the  country  south  was 
full  of  savages,  they  concluded  to  take  an  east- 
ern direction.  One  of  their  horses  being  lame 
from  his  wound,  could  not  travel.  They,  with 
what  clothing  was  left  them  and  some  blankets, 
fixed  off  as  well  as  they  could  with  two  horses# 
The  company  consisted  of  4  women  ;  2  boys, 
one  lame,  13  years  old,  and  the  other  11 ;  two 
small  children,  one  3  years  old,  the  other  but 
a  few  months.  Those  who  could  not  walk,  were 
mounted  on  the  two  horses  with  what  baggage 
they  had.  Thus  equipped,  this  disconsolate  fam- 
ily started  off  on  their  dreary  and  wearisome 
journey  through  the  wilderness,  for  the  place  of 
their  former  residence  in  Sheffield,  Mass.  But 
instead  of  taking  t  he  most  direct  route,  they  took 
a  round-about  way,  in  order  10  avoid  the  enemy, 
and  traversed  the  wilderness  across  the  Green 
Mountain  to  Connecticut  river  at  Xo.  4,  now 
Charlestown  X.  H.  Then  again  across  the 
mountain  to  Sheffield,  the  place  of  their  former 
residence,  a  distance,  as  they  traveled,  of  not 
less  than  350  miles.  Much  of  the  way  there  was 
not  much  road  ,  and  but  few  inhabitants.  Their 
progress  was  slow  and  distressing.  But  the  old 
lady,  being  a  resolute,  persevering  character 
managed  the  expedition  with  niueh  fbrt;tudo 
perseverance  and  economy. 

The  first  night  they  put  up  at  Capt.  Benjamin 
Cooley'a  in  Pittsfcrd,  who  was  very  kind,  and 
comforted  them  with  the  best  their  log-houso 
afforded.  The  second  day  they  arrived  at  the 
fort  in  Rutland.    Here  they  were  furnished  \,  it  a 
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Bomc  provisions  to  help  them  along.  The  third 
night  they  encamped  in  the  woods  on  the  moun- 
tain. The  fourth  day  they  arrived  at  Capt. 
Coffin's,  in  Cavendish.  Here  they  stayed  two 
days,  and  were  the  recipients  of  his  hospitality. 
And  so,  from  place  to  place,  until,  in  about  3 
weeks,  they  arrived  safe  among  their  friends  at 
the  place  of  their  destination  in  Sheffield. 

The  men  who  were  prisoners  at  Ti.  were  set 
to  work  in  the  day  time  where  they  could  be 
with  safety,  and  at  night  they  were  confined 
in  cells.  Mr.  Churchill  and  Hickok  were  set 
boating  wood  across  the  lake.  At  first,  for  a 
while,  a  number  of  British  soldiers  would  go 
with  them':  but  they,  working  faithfully,  and  j 
manifesting  no  discontent,  were  at  length  sent  j 
off  with  but  one  soldier :  him  they  persuaded  j 
to  go  with  them,  and  so,  fastening  the  boat  on  ! 
the  eastern  shore  of  the  lake,  they  all  left.  Mr.  ! 
Churchill  and  Mr.  Hickok  left  for  their  places  of 
residence  in  Hubbardton.  Here  they  found 
nothing  but  desolation,  carnage  and  putrefaction. 
Not  a  live  human  being  was  to  be  found  to  gain 
any  intelligence  from,  or  condole  with.  In  Mr. 
Hickok's  house  lay  the  putrid  bcdy  of  a  dead 
man :  this  they  buried,  and  then  proceeded  over 
the  battle-ground.  Here  they  could  discover 
nothing  but  a  promiscuous  mass  of  scattered 
fragments  of  putrid  carcases,  clothing,  lire-arms 
and  direful  desolation  !  Proceeding  on,  still,  to 
the  place  of  Mr.  Churchill's  house,  where  lie 
bad  left  his  family  and  all  he  held  most  dear  on 
earth,  what  a  heart-sickening  scene  present- 
ed itself;  nothing  could  they  behold  but  death, 
desolation  and  destruction  !  Here,  where  a  few 
weeks  before  was  a  happy  family,  all  in  health 
and  prosperity;  each  one  attending  to  his  own 
domestic  duties,  and  striving  to  render  each  oth- 
er cheerful  and  happy,  now  nothing  to  conifori 
or  console  I  no  living  creature  to  be  found  ! 
the  carcases  and  racks  of  his  animals  lay,  here 
and  there,  in  a  state  of  putrefaction  !  There 
was  the  tree  to  which  he  had  been  bound,  the 
brush  lying  round,  and  the  fire-brand  amongst 
it.  His  harvest  had  ripened  and  was  perish- 
ing. Nothing  was  left  but  what  was  heart- 
sickening  and  disgusting  to  the  sensitive  feel- 
ings of  the  two  escaped,  hungry*  weary,  de- 
sponding searchers  for  consolation,  but  finding 
none.  They  left  these  dreary,  heart-sickening 
scenes,  for  the  whole  town  was  deserted,  and 
not  a  solitary  being  left  to  enquire  of]  and  pro- 
ceeded on  to  Castleton.  Here  Mr.  Hickok  was 
so  fortunate  a*  to  find  his  family  in  health  and 
safety.  But  Mr.  Churchill  not  finding  his  family 
nor  gaining  any  intelligence  concerning  them, 


wended  his  weary  way,  on  foot  and  alone,  to  the 
place  from  which  he  had  formerly  moved.  Here, 
with  a  grateful  heart,  he  found  his  family,  which 
arrived  some  days  before,  safe  and  in  good 
health.  The  other  prisoners  remained  such  un- 
til October,  when  they  were  retaken  by  CoL 
Brown. 

In  the  fall,  after  the  capture  of  Burgoyne, 
Mr.  Churchill  moved  his  family  back  to  Castle- 
ton— 10  miles  from  his  home.  He  with  his 
boys  went  to  his  place  and  work*d.  He  saved 
some  of  his  corn  and  potatoes ;  cut  and  kid  up 
some  poor  hay  for  his  horses,  and  in  the  winter 
moved  his  family  into  his  house  in  Hubbardton. 
Mr.  Spaulding  and  Uriah  Hickok  returned  the 
next  spring.  No  more  of  the  inhabitants  re- 
turned until  the  year  1780;  and  not  many  un- 
til '83,  when  a  number  of  families  moved  into 
the  town.  In  the  spring  of  1784  the  inhabit- 
ants turned  out  and  made  a  general  search  over 
the  battle-ground  and  woods  adjoining,  gather- 
ing up  what  bones  they  could  find,  which  had 
lain  bleaching  in  the  sun,  wind  and  rain  for  7 
years  (amounting  to  many  bushels)  and  buri- 
ed them.  Since  that  time  there  have  not  been 
many  found.  But,  occasionally,  when  they  Lave 
been  discovered,  they  have  been  carefully  taken 
care  of  and  buried. 

FIRST  SETTLEMENT  AXD  PROGRESS. 

The  first  settlers,  most  of  them,  were  very 
poor,  and  had  about  as  much  as  they  could  uo 
to  pay  for  their  land  and  get  here.  Those  who 
first  came  looked  out  their  place,  cut  and  clear- 
ed their  path  to  it ;  cleared  a  patch  and  laid 
up  logs  for  a  house,  covering  the  roof  and  ga- 
ble ends  with  elm  bark,  and  for  the  floor  split 
and  hewed  logs.  After  having  done  this  they 
went  for  their  families.  The  second  reinforce- 
ment, most  of  them,  brought  their  families  with 
them,  and  camped  with  those  who  were  here 
before,  until  they  could  build  a  shelter  in  the 
same  fashion.  There  were  no  boards  to  be  had 
short  of  10  or  12  miles,  and  they  were  without 
the  means  of  procuring  them.  Iu  some  instan- 
ces families  moved  into  their  house  betore  its 
roof  was  on,  logs  chinked,  door  hung,  or  any 
thing  over  head  but  the  bare  beams,  even  in 
the  winter.  Many  of  them  furnished  themselves 
with  tables,  bedsteads  and  chairs,  with  no  other 
tools  than  an  axe  and  auger.  Fur  a  fire  place 
j  a  stone  back  was  built  up  in  one  end  ef  their 
j  house,  and  stones,  such  as  they  could  get,  w  >re 
j  laid  down  for  a  hearth.  The  first  year  they 
could  raise  nothing  to  live  upon  ;  and  what  i  iiey 
failed  of  bringing  with  them  (which  could  not 
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be  much,  for  they  had  to  clear  roads,  ford 
streams,  and  often  partly  unload,  and  carry  their 
goods  up  hill  on  their  backs;  (the  women  and 
children  walking  most  of  the  way,)  they  had  to 
supply  by  any  means  they  could  invent — by 
fishing,  hunting,  or  with  roots  and  herbs,  or 
by  going  where  they  could  obtain  it  by  work, 
and  bring  it  home  on  their  backs,  etc.  Joseph 
Churchill  had  an  old  continental  horse,  which 
was  almost  the  only  one  in  the  vicinity.  He 
took  a  pair  of  shoes  which  had  been  found  by 
his  oldest  son,  and  started  in  pursuit  of  some 
grain.  He  found  none  that  he  could  buy  un- 
til he  got  to  Manchester,  more  than  30  miles 
from  home  ;  got  it  ground  at  Fitch's  mill  in 
Pawlet.  and  paid  for  the  toll  in  money  out  of  his 
scanty  supply  to  bear  his  expenses  home. 

Janna  Churchill  eked  out  his  first  year  with 
clams,  a  birge  mud  tunic,  woodchucks,  etc.  ; 
and  the  rest  somewhat  iu  the  same  way.  The 
writer  of  this  has  seen  a  man  wit!)  one  half 
bushel  of  buckweat  in  a  bag.  (at  Castleton  mill) 
hold  on  to  it,  and  would  not  lot  go.  until  the 
miller  agreed  to  take  money  lor  the  toll. 

Those  who  were  here  before  the  battle  have 
been  named.  In  the  years  1 7 S 3— I  new  arrivals 
took  place,  so  that  by  the  summer  of  17S4  there 
were  about  20  families  in  The  town.  The  new 
recruits  were  :  James  Vv'helpley,  Samuel  Wood. 
Joseph  Churchill,  Ithamer  Gregory,  Janna  and 
Josiah  Churchill.  Nathan  Rumsey,  Joseph,  Dan- 
iel, Isaac,  Htzekiah  and  John  Rumsey.  and  may 
be  others,  who  all  settled  in  the  woods  in  diller- 
ent  parts  of  the  town,  in  a  manner  and  form  as 
before  described. 

After  the  lirst  year,  when  they  had  raised  a 
little  corn,  beans,  potatoes,  wheat  etc.,  they 
fared  much  better.  Some  of  them  had  a  cow, 
which  ran  in  the  woods  in  summer,  and  brows- 
ed in  the  winter.  Tin's  was  a  great  help  to 
them,  and  some  of  their  neighbors.  The  early 
inhabitants  had  to  go  to  the  west  part  of  Cas- 
tleton to  mill,  12  miles,  through  woods  and  upon 
a  bad  road.  The  mill  had  but  o:;e  run  of  stories 
and  ground  slowly.  In  the  winter  they  would 
go  with  an  ox  load,  and  be  gone  two  or  three 
days.  But  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  sum- 
mer, it  was  done  with  one  large  continental 
horse  which  had  served  iu  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  was  used  to  haid  service,  and  one  boy, 
the  only  one  in  the  neighborhood  whom  tbey 
would  venture,  and  it  almost  became  his  trade. 
The  way  they  managed  was  to  load  the  horse 
with  3  Bushels  of  grain,  well  balanced  and  fast- 
ened on — then  put  the  boy  on  top  and  send  him 
off:  ho  would  go  and  leavo  that  grist,  (for  ho 


f  could  not  wait  to  have  it  ground)  and  take  an- 
J  other  which  he  had  left  before,  and  come  home. 
It  would  take  him  a  whole  day,  and  often  a 
considerable  part  of  the  night.  Of  hi3  night 
adventures,  if  he  was  so  disposed,  he  might 
relate  many  stories.  One  of  them  he  will  so 
much  indulge  his  vanity  as  to  relate : 

It  was  in  the  month  of  October — the  road 
muddy,  and  the  night  very  dark.  He  had  got 
to  within  about  a  mile  of  home,  passing  throucrh 
a  thick  piece  of  brush,  very  slowly,  in  the  mud, 
and  traveling  along  very  demurely.  All  on  a 
sudden  a  snort,  and  a  tremendous  snarl  and 
thrashing  among  the  brush  :  and,  with  the  aid 
of  a  little  imagination  he  could  see  glaring  eyes, 
and  henr  gnashing  of  teeth..  The  old  soldier, 
although  he  had  been  accustomed  to  the  roar- 
ing of  cannon,  the  flashing  of  firearms  and  the 
whistling  of  bullets,  perhaps  without  being 
much  moved,  was  in  this  case  much  frightened. 
He  snorted,  and  even  roared  and  splashed  along 
as  fast  as  possible  with  his  load,  the  boy  stick- 
ing close,  and  looking  out  on  every  side  for 
pokers,  which  he  imagined  he  could  see  and 
hear  in  every  direction  :  but  they  finally  both 
arrived  safe  at  home,  without  any  injury,  ex- 
cept quite  a  fright.  After  this,  in  short  days, 
when  he  saw  ho  was  like  to  be  belated,  he 
would  put  up  about  4  miles  back,  where  was 
a  girl  about  his  age,  that  was  sometimes  his 
companion  on  horseback  to  mill. 

Their  logdiouses  were  apt  to  smoke,  with  on- 
ly a  back  of  stone  laid  up  ;  so,  after  a  while, 
they  would  build  from  the  beam  out  with  split 
sticks  laid  cob-house  fashion,  and  plaster  well 
with  clay  inside,  which  remedied  this  inconven- 
ience. It  was  difficult  to  get  their  split  log- 
floor  level,  so  that  their  home  made  table  would 
be  one  side  higher  than  the  other,  and  their 
poriidsre-dish  could  not  be  full  ;  this  they  rem- 
edied by  putting  a  chip  under  the  edge.  For 
their  winter  tires  they  would  cut  a  tree  one  and 
a  half  or  two  feet  through,  (the  larger  the  bet- 
ter) cut  it  up  G  or  8  feet  long,  (there  was  plenty 
of  wood,  and  the  men  and  boys  liked  to  chop 
it) ;  after  getting  these  logs  to  the  door,  and 
placing  them  on  rollers,  with  an  axe  s*uck  fast 
into  the  end,  the  two  largest  boys  would  put, 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  with  their  hands  hold  of 
the  axedielve,  and  draw  ;  and.  perhaps,  a  bov 
or  one  or  two  girls  pushing  behind,  all  with 
ruddy,  laughing  countenances.  Having  drawn 
it  before  the  lire  place,  it  is  rolled  on,  and  anoth- 
er, nearly  as  large,  rolled  on  top,  and  a  third  is 
placed  on  long  stones  in  front — the  tire  is  now 
laid  on,  with  dry  kindlings  aud  other  smad 
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wood,  until,  perhaps,  one-fourth  of  a  cord  might 
bo  on  at  a  time  :  thus  they  had  a  fire  that  with 
little  attending  to  would  last  24  hours  in  the 
coldest  of  weather.  Asahel  Wright  practised 
drawing  in  his  logs  with  a  pair  of  little  stags. 

Fish,  especially  the  sucker,  was  a  great  ac- 
commodation to  the  early  settlers  of  this  town. 
This  kind  was  very  plenty  and  large.  In  the 
month  of  May  they  would  make  their  ap- 
pearance at  the  mouth  of  the  streams;  when 
two  or  three  young  men,  with  a  torch  and 
scoop-net,  would  sometimes  haul  out  a  barrel 
of  them  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours.  These 
being  dressed,  salted  and  smoked,  might  be 
kept  good  through  the  season.  They  wonld  go 
well  as  they  were,  but  much  better  broiled  with 
a  little  butter.  And  even  if  they  were  kept 
well  packed  and  salted  in  a  barrel,  they  were 
at  all  times  in  season  for  boiling,  frying  or 
broiling.  And  should  it  happen  that  there 
might  be  a  little  pork  with  it,  they  were  excel- 
lent with  jonnycake  and  potatoes.  The  way 
they  smoked  them  was  to  get  a  very  limber 
bush-  cut  off  the  twigs,  arid  then  hang  them 
on  the  limb,  which  being  set  in  the  large  chim- 
ney might  be  smoked  in  large  quantities  at  a 
time.  Many  a  family  has  been  preserved  from 
hunger  by  this  kind  of  food. 

It  was  often  very  difficult  to  get  grinding, 
even,  after  they  had  any  thing  to  grind,  on  ac- 
count of  the  badness  of  the  roads  and  weather, 
and  the  distance  and  scarcity  of  mills:  aud  of- 
ten whole  familes  would  live  a  long  time  on 
roast  potatoes,  boiled  or  pounded  corn,  which 
they  pounded  in  large  mortars  made  for  that 
purpose,  and  even  boiled  wheal,  which  they 
called  firmaty. 

The  children  were  generally  healthy  and  ro- 
bust with  fresh  and  blooming  countenances — 
cheerful  and  happy,  even  on  such  food.  Roast 
potatoes,  especially,  were  a  prominent  article 
for  food  in  the  Fall  and  Winter.  They  were 
always  at  hand,  and  needed  no  grinding.  Bean 
porridge,  with  a  little  jonnycake,  was  healthy 
and  good  for  all. 

When  the  town  was  new,  and  wolves  and 
bears  were  plenty,  the  settlers  did  not  keep 
many  sheep  ;  and  what  few  they  did  keep  were 
uniformly  fetched  up  and  shut  in  a  pen  near 
the  house  at  night ;  and  this  special  care  did 
not  at  all  times  secure  them  ;  for,  in  some  cases 
whole  flocks  were  destroyed,  even  in  their 
pens.  Benjamin  Ilickok  had  16  killed  in  one 
night  in  a  pen  adjoining  his  house,  which  was 
all  he  had.  Samuel  Churchill  had  IS  killed, 
and  the  wolf  would  have  killed  all,  had  he  uot 


been  driven  of£  In  this  case  the  wolf  paid 
what  his  ears  and  skin  was  worth  with  his 
life.  A  few  days  after  he  came  to  eat  muttoa, 
but  was  taken  in  a  trap  and  killed. 

Shoes  where  very  scarce  and  hard  to  be  ob- 
tained ;  thus  the  children  went  barefoot  in 
summer  among  the  stubs,  and  many  of  thera 
all  winter.  The  writer,  at  12  years  old.  wore 
all  winter  the  flank  of  a  hide  gathered  up  moc- 
casin-like; and  the  first  pair  of  boots  he  ever 
had  was  in  the  winter  after  he  was  20:  short 
legs  made  from  flanks  of  a  skin. 

The  first  roads  in  town  were  cut  and  cleared 
by  the  settlers  as  they  needed  them,  and  much 
labor  aud  time  were  spent  in  their  construction. 
The  old  Ti.  road  ran  quartering  through  the 
town,  and  was  very  crooked,  aud  was  never  of 
much  use  to  the  sot  tiers.  The  first,  except 
that,  was  cleared  in  a  north  and  south  direc- 
tion through  the  east  part  of  the  town,  and  was 
a  thoroughfare  for  emigrants  going  north,  for 
many  years. 

The  first  tax  that  was  asse.-sed  on  the  town 
was  for  making  a  road  through  north  and 
south-west  of  the  centre  ;  but  it  did  not  suc- 
ceed. The  next  move  for  the  same  road  was 
the  grant  of  a  lottery.  The  plan  was  laid, 
the  tickets  sold,  the  money  collected,  the  lot- 
tery drawn,  and  the  chief  manager  absconded 
with  the  money;  so  that  the  old  east  street 
road  was  still  the  thoroughfare.  The  third 
move  was  for  a  turnpike,  which  succeeded,  and 
a  good  road  wras  made,  which  became  a  thor- 
oughfare over  which,  previous  to  the  opening  of 
the  Champlain  canal,  the  more  northern  part  of 
the  country  received  its  merchandize  and  trans- 
ported its  produce  to  Troy  ;  from  which  place 
to  Burlington  the  mail  was  carried  at  one  time 
by  stages,  somewhat  to  the  waste  of  horseflesh, 
every  24  hours : — all  which  was  greatly  to  the 
injury  of  the  east  part  of  the  town. 

The  first  settlement  commenced  in  the  south- 
easterly part  of  the  town  ;  here  the  main  business 
transactions  were  carried  on  for  many  j-ears,  and 
it  got  the  appellation  of  Village.  There  were  in 
the  length  of  2  miles  about  30  dwelling-houses, 
with  a  good  supply  of  stores,  mechanic  shoos, 
etc.  But  on  the  turnpike  road's  coming  into  use, 
and  travel  and  busiuess  being  withdrawn  from 
that  street  it  ran  down,  and  now  it  is  not  much 
hut  a  neigborhood  of  decent  fanners.  The  rail- 
roads, on  every  S;de.  have  destroyed  the  turn- 
;  ike  ro:id. 

The  first  frame  barn  was  built  by  Samuel 
Churchill  in  the  year  1785.  The  boards  wore 
drawn  L2£  miles,  ou  an  ox  sled,  and  the  uaiU- 
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were  picked  up  at  Ti.  fort  after  it  was  burnt. 
The  town  was  organized  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
March,  1785.  Soon  after  its  organization  the 
selectmen  commenced  a  tirade  of  warning  all 
out  of  town  who  had  not  lived  in  it  one  year  and 
one  day,  which  practice  was  followed  fur  many 
years.  There  was  no  town  tax  assessed  by  vote 
of  the  town  for  more  than  20  years  after  its  or- 
ganization. There  had  been  some  cases  where 
a  person  had  needed  help:  but  it  had  always 
been  obtained  brotherlike  by  voluntary  contri- 
butions. 

The  first  meeting  to  organize  the  militia  was 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  1785,  when  Itha- 
mer  Gregory  was  chosen  captain ;  David  Hick- 
ok,  Lieut.,  and  Silas  Chun-hill,  ensign,  From 
that  time  trainings  were  kept  up  as  the  law  re- 
quired. The  Hubbardton  band  had  no  large 
gun.  and  could  not  make  all  the  noise  they  wish- 
ed, so  they  employed  a  blacksmith  to  make  them 
one.  But  on  a  certain  occasiou  they  split  their 
gun:  soon  after  the  following  lines  appeared  in 
the  Rutland  Herald,  of  those  days : 

"When  men  rejoiced,  in  days  of  yoro, 

That  stamp  act  should  appear  no  mere,  <fec* 

"When  the  people  first  began  to  die  they  were 
buried  without  much  order  as  to  place;  but 
soon  those  who  were  living  began  to  look  out 
locations  where  they  might  bury  their  dead. 
As  there  was  no  convenient  centre  and  the  peo- 
ple were  scattered,  they  purchased  locations 
where  they  could  be  best  convened.  There  are 
as  many  as  four  places  where  the  dead  are  bur- 
ied, and  they  are  fast  filling  up. 

There  were  once  living  in  this  town  14  fam- 
ilies by  the  name  of  Churchill,  now  there  are 
only  4  males  of  that  name.  Once  there  were  13 
by  the  name  of  Ramsey,  now  only  3  males;  1 
Hickok  families,  now  none.  These  three  names 
Were  once  the  majority  of  the  town.  The  great- 
est mortality  that  has  happened  in  the  town  was 
in  the  winter  of  181 '2 — '13.  when,  in  the  course 
of  2  months,  about  40  were  carried  off,  mostly 
men  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  and  of  robust  con- 
stitution. Query  :  Why  did  that  great  mortality 
pass  over  our  country  so  generally  at  that  time? 
Just  at  the  commencement  of  the  war?  "Why 
did  it  carry  off  that  particular  class  of  citizens? 
Was  it  because  the  people  were  too  many  ?  Did 
they  feel  too  strong  and  confident  iu  themselves  ? 
Was  it  uot  to  lead  them  to  a  sense  of  their  own 
frailty,  and  to  a  sense  of  their  dependence? 
And  to  lead  them  to  look  to  the  God  of  armies 

•  For  this  frffunion  r>f  Mr.  C.'a  aee,  somewhat  altered, 
the  Article  uu  Uuukton, 


for  aid  and  assistance?  Was  it  not  that  they 
might  not  have  occasion  to  boast,  and  say  wo 
have  gained  the  victory  by  the  strength  of  oar 
own  arms,  and  forget  the  Lord,  who  is  their 
protector  and  shield,  on  whom  all  are  depend- 
ent? 

For  many  years  the  inhabitants  of  this  town 
were  considered  very  much  on  an  equality,  as  to 
property  and  circumstances ;  none  were  very 
rich,  aud  but  few  very  poor  ;  and  no  real  pau- 
pers. If  any  were  unfortunate  and  needed 
help,  their  neighbors  were  ready  to  give  a  help- 
ing hand,  and  so  became  mutual  helpers  to  each 
other.  But  oflate  the  property  is  getting  more 
into  the  hands  of  a  few.  Some  few  men  are 
buying  out  their  neighbors,  who  take  their 
money  and  carry  it  off  out  of  the  place,  and  their 
houses  are  converted  into  barns  and  sheep-hov- 
els. Those  who  buy  are  on  the  strain  to  pay  ; 
and  as  fast  as  they  pay,  the  money  is  carried  off, 
and  not  many  improvements  are  making. — 
School  districts  are  thinning  out,  society  becom- 
ing scarce  and  weak  ;  highways  not  so  well 
attended  to,  aud  a  general  disadvantage  accrues 
to  community. 

Hubbardton  has  done  much  to  build  up  the 
West,  both  with  people  and  money  ;  in  some 
instances  almost  whole  colonies  have  gone,  and 
the  population  of  the  town  has  much  dimin- 
ished. In  1840  there  had  7  persons  died  in  the 
town  between  90  and  100  years  old;  18  be- 
tween SO  and  90.  There  were  then  27  between 
70  and  80,  and  10  between  80  and  90.  Those 
who  are  alive  that  were  60  in  1840,  are  now 
74.  Those  who  were  70  then  are  84  now,  and 
two  or  three  are  now  living  between  90  and 
100.  Farmers,  generally,  are  holding  their  own 
pretty  well,  except  those  who  are  selling  out. 
Many  are  adding  to  their  acres,  and  covering 
their  hills  with  sheep." 

In  1S40  the  town  contained  2  mills  for  card- 
ing and  dressing  cloth,  2  grist-mills,  1  tavern, 
9  saw- mills,  and  1  triphammer  shop  :  of  these 
1  grist-mill,  with  1  tannery  remains — beside  3 
saw-mills,  for  which  there  is  now  little  employ- 
ment. In  1815  a  woolen  factory  was  establish- 
ed by  C.  P.  Austin,  on  the  mill-site  first  occupi- 
ed by  Nathan  Rutusey.  In  the  winter  of  '54— 
'55  it  was  burned,  with  the  adjacent  grist-mill. 
Neither  having  been  re  built,  the  loss  has  been 
a  serious  inconvenience. 

HORTONVil.LE, 

The  only  pretense  of  n  village,  nnd  the  centre 
of  a  small  business,  is  on  the  outlet  of  Gregory's 
Pond.    The  first  mills  erected  here  were  built 
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by  Itharaer  Gregory,  toward  the  close  of  the 
last  century.  His  title  being  involved  in  law, 
it  partly  by  direct  purchase,  and  by  some  adroit 
management,  came  into  the  hands  of  Major 
Gideon  Hortox,  from  whom  the  place  received 
its  name,  and  of  whom  some  curious  stories  are 
told.  He  was  a  man  of  much  public  spirit,  the 
father  of  a  numerous  aud  wealthy  family,  from 
•which  the  place  received  much  of  its  social  and 
religious  character.  He  died  in  October,  1S42, 
aged  73,  and  none  of  his  descendants  remain 
here.  The  place  contains  one  store,  and  one 
of  the  three  petty  postoffices  which  the  people 
of  this  town,  for  the  want  of  any  convenient 
centre  or  postal  facilities,  have  established  for 
their  convenience. 

About  the  year  1S45  a  mill  was  erected  here 
by  H.  Hurlbut  &  J.  P.  Morgan  for  sawing  mar- 
ble quarried  in  Sudbury ;  but  the  expense  of 
transportation  rendering  the  business  unprofit- 
able, it  was  abandoned. 

As  regards  education,  little  has  been  done 
by  the  public  in  this  town,  more  than  to  give 
the  10  district  schools  within  its  limits  an 
average  of  respectability;  while  the  puerile 
provisions  of  a  weak  school-law  seem  to  have 
diminished  the  number,  without  increasing  the 
average  qualifications  of  teachers. 

The  inhabitants,  many  years  ago,  established 
a  considerable  library  of  historical  and  miscel- 
laneous books,  which  was  a  useful  source  of 
iuformation  and  profitable  amusement ;  but 
in  time  it  became  neglected,  and  the  books 
were  worn  out  or  lost,  and  it  no  longer  exists. 
Its  place  is  now  supplied  by  the  newspapers 
and  periodicals  of  the  day,  or  by  works  of  a 
more  questionable  character,  which,  if  they  do 
not  enervate,  seldom  leave  any  useful  and  per- 
manent impression  on  the  mind.  In  this  ago 
of  many  books,  too  few  are  found  of  a  truly 
useful  character.  To  the  people  here,  as  else- 
where, not  only  the  great  authors  of  antiquity 
are  unknown,  but  even  the  more  familiar  Eng- 
lish classics  are  seldom  seen.  Although  every 
mau  may  be  a  sovereign  ruler,  too  few  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  political  and  general  history 
of  the  country  in  which  they  live,  the  welfare 
of  which  is  entrusted  to  their  care.  Tho  want 
of  a  higher  literature  than  that  which  flows 
from  a  corrupt  and  corrupting  press  is  now  felt, 
and  may  eventually  produce  fatal  effects  in  a 
country  where  little  else  is  esteemed  in  learning 
or  literature,  save  that  which  pampers  a  de- 
praved taste,  promotes  the  self-interest,  or  flat- 
ters the  vanity  of  men. 


Too 


SURFACE,  SOIL,  WATER,  ROCKS,  ETC. 

The  surface  of  this  township  is  hilly,  and, 
toward  the  east,  mountainous.  There  are  12 
ponds  lying  wholly  or  in  part  within  its  limka 
— some  with,  and  others  without,  names.  Tne 
Gregory's,  lying  in  Hubbardton  and  Sudbury, 
is  2  miles  long.  Beebe's  pond  is  rather  ."ere 
than  a  mile  long,  and  about  one  mile  wide. 

The  soil,  once  covered  with  a  rich,  vegetable 
mould,  producing  the  finest  wheat,  is  better  ad- 
adapted  to  pasturage  than  tillage,  aad  ibe  in- 
habitants have  given  their  principal  attention 
to  sheep  husbandry,  as  the  principal  source  of 
their  wealth.  Of  late,  however,  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  State,  the  rearing  of  choice  sr-^c- 
imens  has  been  a  sort  of  speculative  mania, 
on  account  of  the  extravagant  prices  which  are 
given  and  received. 

The  town  was  once  covered  with  a  luxurianc 
growth  of  hard  wood  and  hemlock,  interspersed 
with  the  white  pine,  which  often  erevr  to  a 
monstrous  size.  It  has  been  said  of  the  eld 
Pagans,  that  they  regarded  their  groves  and  for- 
ests with  religious  veneration  and  lore,  a  i 
that  they  were  preserved  by  the  terrors  of  su- 
perstition from  the  wasteful  touch  of  vulgar 
hands.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  more  intel- 
ligent people  had  not  adopted  a  wiser  policy, 
by  preserving  part  of  the  original  forests  of  the 
country  with  those  noble  trees,  almost  any  one 
of  which  would  now  be  worth  the  average  :n:e 
of  the  land  on  which  they  stood.  Seemingly 
created  by  a  wise  Providence  to  supply  :_e 
wants  and  necessities  of  many  generations,  they 
were  at  first,  in  good  parr,  ruthlessly  destroyed  : 
while  the  greed  and  necessities  of  mat.  a:i~i 
by  swarms  of  devouring  insects  which  nature 
seems  to  have  sent  in  revenge  for  the  outrage, 
are  fast  completing  the  work  of  exterminativtn 
the  evils  of  which,  at  some  distant  day,  will, 
perhaps,  be  attempted  to  be  stayed  by  futile 
legislative  enactments. 

Hubbardton  had  steadily  increased  i:;  popu- 
lation until  the  year  1S20.  when  it  numb-rrni 
810  ;  since  which  time,  from  a  variety  of  caus- 
es, it  has  steadily  declined,  while  it  has  increas- 
ed in  wealth. 

The  land  was  usually  bought  up  in  small  k>?s 
of  100  acres  each,  by  actual  settlers,  w!  3  -  a- 
earlly  had  large  families  of  children — t. 
principal  wealth — who.  as  they  grew  op,  found 
ample  employment  in  cutting  down  trees,  ard 
in  the  practice  of  domestic  industry  :  but  when 
the  land  was  cleared  and  the  country  filled  up, 
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as  a  certain  judge  remarked  of  his  father's 
house,  "  the  hive  being  small,  and  the  swarm 
large,  to  emigrate  was  a  necessity,  if  not  a 
choice." 

While  the  indefinable  process  by  which  the 
land  of  Western  Vermont  has  too  often  passed 
from  the  hands  of  the  small  farmer,  operates 
■with  injurious  effect  upon  society — in  many 
cases  introducing  a  floating,  half-pauper  popu- 
lation to  supply  his  place. 

The  population  is  now  606.  Few  years  have 
recently  been  remarked  for  their  fatality,  if  we 
except  the  year  1851,  when  several  died: 
among  those  whose  loss  has  been  felt  by  the 
community,  were  Deacon  Silas  Whipple  and 
Asahel  Wright ;  and  the  year  commencing  in 
May,  1860,  when  about  l-24th  part  of  the  peo- 
ple died.  There  has  seldom  been  a  great  dis- 
proportion of  deaths.  During  that  year  the 
diphtheria  was  peculiarly  fatal,  while  several 
died  at  an  advanced  age:  among  those  to  be 
remembered  as  having  filled  respectable  posi- 
tions in  society,  were  David  Barber,  aged  about 
90  years,  and  Deborah,  wife  of  Rufus  Griswold. 

In  general  there  is  nothing  very  peculiar 
about  the  rocks  in  this  town,  except  that  they 
are  much  thrown  into  ledges.  Quartz  is  very 
abundant,  but  I  believe  no  gold  has  yet  been 
discovered  in  it.  It  is  most  common  in  cool 
and  shaded  places.  It  is  often  found  in  crys- 
tals and  radiated.  Black  lead  has  been  found 
inlaid  in  rocks,  in  small  quantities.  A  small 
location  of  lead  was  once  discovered,  which 
contained  a  smalt  portion  of  silver. 

A  ledge  of  pencils,  and  one  of  whetstones 
of  a  very  superior  quality,  have  been  consider- 
ably wrought.  Roofing  slate  has  also  been 
found.  But  the  greatest  curiosity  in  the  geo- 
logical department  is  a  course  of  rocks  which 
cross  the  town  in  an  east  and  westerly  direc- 
tion, different  from  any  other  rock  found  in  its 
vicinity.  It  is  in  detached  blocks,  resembling 
rock  ore  in  shape  and  apperance,  only  it  is  not 
as  heavy  or  dark  colored.  The  earth  in  which 
it  is  embeded  is  reddish,  and  has  the  appear- 
ance ot  burnt  earth.  In  many  places  it  crosses 
ledges  of  other  rock,  overlying  them  and  de- 
tached from  them  ;  in  others  it  seems  to  have 
cut  its  way  in  a  straight  path,  6  or  8  feet  wide, 
and  not  uniting  with  any  other  rock.  It  appears 
to  have  been  broken  up  into  different  shapes 
and  sizes,  and  some  blocks  are  full  of  holes, 
while  others  show  white  spots  where  they  are 
broken.  It  is  easy  to  break,  and  breaks  in  very 
Straight  lines.  The  color  of  the  inside  is  blue- 
ish. 


There  have  been  some  articles  of  Indian  con- 
struction found — arrows,  in  particular.  At  a 
short  distance  from  the  N.  W.  corner  of  the  town 
there  was  an  encampment,  at  no  distant  period. 
The  numerous  ponds  abounding  with  fish  must 
have  made  it  ono  of  the  favorite  haunts  of  the 
red  man.  Near  the  Marsh  pond  there  is  a  large 
circular  mound,  some  6  rods  in  diameter,  com- 
posed of  gravel,  and  apparently  of  artificial 
formation. 

There  is  a  swamp  in  this  town  in  which  are 
found  large  sound  pine  logs  and  stumps  directly 
under  others  of  a  larger  growth,  many  feet 
deep  in  the  earth. 

Small  blocks  of  iron  have  often  been  picked 
up,  and  a  very  little  silver  :  but  by  far  the  larg- 
est quantity  of  the  latter  has  been  found  by 
cultivating  the  soil,  raising  cattle,  horses  and 
sheep,  and  by  practising  domestic  economy. 

The  streams  in  Hubbardton  are  all  quite 
small,  and  the  water  good.  The  springs  are 
excellent :  however,  there  is  a  peculiar  one  in 
the  S.  W.  part  of  the  town.  It  is  chalybeate, 
and  also  impregnated  with  carbonate  of  lime. 
It  is  supposed  to  contain  some  medicinal  qual- 
ities, and  to  have  cured  salt  rheum  in  some 
cases  of  scrofula :  calcarious  tufa  is  found  about 
it.  But  this  spring  is  so  small,  and  so  situated, 
that  it  can  never  become  noted. 

Hubbardton  is  a  small,  ragged,  poor  town  (as 
is  well  known) — no  convenient  centre — almost 
all  edge  and  comers,  so  that  its  trade  and  busi- 
ness transactions  go  into  the  trading  towns  by 
which  it  is  surrounded — helping  to  build  up 
and  enrich  them.  This,  by  some  who  are  the 
most  candid,  is  acknowledged  ;  and  further, 
that  it  is  one  of  their  best  paying  customers. 
It  being  small,  poor,  and  hardly  thought  of  in 
these  times  of  improvement,  and  since  railroads 
have  taken  away  the  travel  that  once  went 
through  it ;  it  became  necessary,  in  order  to 
keep  up  the  remembrance  of  it,  that  it  speak 
out  for  itself,  and  tell  something  about  itself,  in 
order  to  preserve  its  name  and  place  among  the 
very  thriving  towns  around.  And  in  order  to  do 
that,  it  must  say  much  about  what  it  has  been, 
who  has  been  here,  and  what  singular,  curious, 
or  important  things  are  in,  and  has  taken  place 
in  it — the  most  of  which  have  been  named  in 
former  articles,  yet  some  remain  not  yet  named. 
And  not  much  has  yet  boon  said  about  indi- 
vidual persons.  Now  as  my  hand  is  in,  if  I 
may  be  indulged,  I  would  say  of  Hubbardton, 
that  there  nave  been  born,  and  have  resided 
here  men  who,  after  they  have  left,  have  be- 
i  come  meu  of  some  uoto  and  usefulness,  viz.  • 


HUBBARDTON. 


2  members  of  Congress,  1  lieutenant  governor, 
4  judges  of  courts,  2  land  commissioners,  1 
BJrveyor  general,  2  brigadier  and  1  major  gen- 
eral, 4  colonels,  1  minister  to  a  foreign  court,  1 
high  slier  ff,  a  number  of  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
1  a  missionary  to  Burmah,  and  1  to  Diabekir 
in  Turkey.  Most  of  these  were  raised  in  town, 
small  and  poor  as  it  is. 

It  is  a  common  remark  that  the  town  has 
produced  some  very  good  minds,  but  the  place 
was  not  large  enough  for  the  length  and  breadih 
of  their  talent  and  enterprise.  It  was  here 
cramped  and  could  not  expand  ;  so  they  left 
that  they  might  find  room  to  act. 

There  were  a  few  men  who  were  somewhat 
noted  and  useful  while  they  remained  in  the 
town,  viz.:  Nathan  Rumsey  was  instrumental 
of  bringing  mauy  settlers  into  the  town — was 
the  first  merchant,  built  the  first  grist-mill  rep- 
resented the  town,  was  justice  of  the  peace  and 
captain  of  the  militia  many  years,  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  His  mill 
being  burnt,  he  re-built  it ;  but  on  the  death 
of  his  wife,  and  meeting  with  other  reverses,  he 
left  the  town,  and  was  absent  a  number  of 
years,  during  which  he  went  to  the  West,  and 
accompanied  Lewis  and  Clark  in  their  expedi- 
tion over  the  Rocky  Mountains.  After  his  re- 
turn, he  wrote  a  journal  of  his  travels  and  ad- 
ventures. On  the  commencement  of  the  war  of 
18  i  2.  he  joined  the  army,  was  taken  a  prisoner 
in  September.  1814,  and  died  a  prisoner  at  Hal- 
ifax in  March,  1S13. 

James  Whelpley,  Esq.,  came  into  this  town 
in  the  year  1787.  He  was  most  of  the  time  in 
the  American  service  during  the  Revolution, 
and  served  as  commissary,  in  which  business  he 
lost  considerable  property.  His  health  failing, 
he  left  the  service  and  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business;  but  not  succeeding  in  that,  lie 
left  and  came  to  Hubbardton.  He  represented 
the  town  a  number  of  years ;  a  number  of 
times  was  a  member  of  the  Convention,- and 
served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  until  ago  ad- 
monished him  to  decline.  He  was  the  county 
surveyor  for  a  number  of  years — was  a  great 
hunter  and  tripper,  and  killed  many  deer, 
wolves,  bears,  foxes,  wild  cats,  &c.  Once  when 
he  was  on  a  hunting  excursion  he  supposed  he 
saw  a  deer,  and  was  on  the  point  of  firing  when 
he  discovered  it  to  be  a  man.  Tins  so  affected 
him  that  ho  hunted  no  more  that  season.  He 
out-lived  all  his  children,  and  died  January  6, 
1838,  aged  90  years. 

Doctor  Tlieophilus  Flagg  came  iuto  this  town 
in  the  year  1791,  and  was  the  first  physician  iu 


the  town.  He  came  here  in  low  circumstances  ; 
but  by  his  economy,  industry  and  prudence,  and 
strict  attention  to  his  calling,  for  his  own  and 
j  the  benefit  of  the  people,  he  had  become  pos- 
sessed of  a  good  properly,  and  initiated  himself 
into  the  hearts  of  the  people,  and  at  last  fell 
a  sacrifice  to  his  persevering  efforts  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  sick  and  afflicted,  in  the  midst  of  his 
usefulness,  very  much  regretted.  He  served  a 
number  of  years  as  dt-acon  of  the  church  ;  a 
number  of  years  he  represented  the  town.  He 
was  a  skilful  physician,  a  kind  and  tender 
nurse,  very  humane  in  his  feelings  toward  the 
afflicted.  He  had  a  mare  which  he  commonly 
rode  on  his  visits,  that  became  so  attached  to 
him  that  she  would  never  leave  him,  although, 
he  commonly  turned  her  loose  in  the  road  when 
he  called  to  visit  a  patient.  One  dark  night, 
after  having  rode  her  all  day,  he  stopped  to  call 
on  a  patient,  and  let  her  loose  as  usual.  "When 
he  came  to  look  for  her,  she  was  not  to  be 
found;  and,  supposing  she  had  started  for 
home,  he  started  off  on  foot.  He  had  not  gone 
far  when  he  heard  her  neigh,  and  on  stopping  a 
short  time  she  came  up  to  him.  After  his  death 
she  was  sold  and  taken  off  into  another  town  ; 
but  she  was  uneasy  and  came  back,  and  was 
found  in  the  burying-yard,  near  his  grave,  where 
she  had  usually  been  kept. 

Joseph  Churchill  came  into  this  town  in  the 
winter  of  17  S3— was  the  father  of  12  children 
— 7  sous  and  5  daughters,  all  of  whom  lived  to 
be  men  and  women,  and  there  was  not  a  death 
in  the  family  until  most  of  them  were  settled 
in  the  world.  The  youngest  that  died  was  24 
years  old.  His  fourth  son  was  killed  by  the 
Indians  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  1813,  at 
Black  Rock. 

Mr.  Churchill  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
and  as  selectman  many  years.  He  was  a  very 
strong  man  and  a  great  mower,  in  his  prime  : 
as  an  instance  of  his  great  strength  it  is  known 
that  he  once  carried  two  strong  young  men  up 
three  steps,  through  a  door,  in  spite  of  their 
strenuous  efforts  at  resistance.  He  died  of  a 
cancer,  March  21,  1821,  aged  71.  His  descend- 
ants  are  scattered  over  tix  different  States — his 
oldest  son,  only,  remaining  in  Vermont. 

There  was  formerly  in  this  town  a  garden 
owned  and  cultivated  by  Mrs.  Churchill,  the  wife 
of  Samuel  Churchill,  one  of  tho  first  settlers. 
It  was  very  much  admired  for  its  size,  beau- 
ty and  the  excellent  order  in  which  it  wa>  ke  ;. 
and  was  much  esteemed  for  its  variety  of  useful 
roots  and  plants,  which  were  cultivated  for  inc. r 
I  medicinal  qualities,  as  well  as  for  food.  There 
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were  two  kinds  of  Solomon's  seal,  two  of  co- 
hush,  ginseng,  potatoes,  the  tea  shrub,  &c.  It 
was  in  this  garden  that  Lieut.  Campbell  of  Rut- 
land, an  old  soldier  and  hunter,  shot  a  hum- 
ming-bird with  his  rifle,  5  rods  oft",  while  it  was 
tossing  about  a  bed  of  balm-flowers.  He  took 
its  bill  off  close  to  the  eyes. 

There  was  once  a  bald  eagle  killed  in  this 
town  which  measured  from  wing  to  wing  9  feet 
aud  4  inches.  He  was  takeu  in  a  trap  8  miles 
from  the  place  where  he  was  found — had  carried 
the  trap  3  weeks — (it  was  a  common  fox-trap), 
and  although  he  could  rise  with  it,  he  could  not 
fly  much. 

Many  bears  have  been  killed  in  this  town, 
which  were  of  a  considerable  size  :  one  weigh- 
ed 400  pounds  when  dressed.  There  were  once 
found  two  bucks  fastened  together  by  the 
horns,  and  dead. 

EEV.  ITHAMER  HIBBARD, 

The  first  settled  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
church,  was  a  bold,  athletic  man,  full  of  the 
spirit  of  '76,  and  quite  limited  in  his  education. 
He  had  served  as  a  chaplain  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  in  which  capacity  he  styled  himself  a 
'•recruiting  officer ;"  and  he  was  not  only  faith- 
ful in  the  cause  of  his  country,  as  an  officer  in 
her  army,  and  as  a  true  patriot,  but  he  was  also 
faithful  to  his  Heavenly  King,  and  very  success- 
ful in  enlisting  soldiers  under  His  banner. 

He  first  came  to  Poultney  in  1780,  where 
he  was  instrumental  in  establishing  a  society 
composed  of  Congregationalists  and  Baptists. 
He  remained  there  until  about  the  year  179G, 
when  some  began  to  think  he  was  not  suffi- 
ciently refiued  for  Poultney,  and  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  a  vote  to  dismiss  him.  This 
almost  broke  the  poor  old  man's  heart — he  hav- 
ing labored  with  his  people  so  long,  and  with 
very  little  support ;  for  he  could  almost  say 
with  Paul,  *'  These  hands  have  ministered  to 
my  necessities  ;  I  have  not  been  chargeable  to 
any  of  you."  Poor  and  disconsolate,  he  preach- 
ed a  few  years  to  destitute  churches  in  the  vi- 
cinity, and  was  "  gathered  to  his  fathers."  *  * 
*  "  He  came  to  Hubbard  ton  in  the  year  1798. 
Soon  after  a  revival  commenced,  and  many 
were  added  to  the  church.  He  was  very  useful 
m  towns  adjoining,  and  was  often  present  at  fu 
corals  and  councils.  He  possessed  a  poetica 
genius,  and  composed  many  hymns  which  have 
been  published.*  He  was  the  father  of  twenty 
children,  by  two  wives,  many  of  whom  became 

*  The  Hymns,  or  writings  of  Itbftmer  Hibbard  are 
a  j  louder  extant;  at  least  to  my  knowledge. 


ministers  of  the  gospel.  He  died  in  this  town 
March  2,  1802,  much  regretted." 

"  Peace  to  his  ashes." 
To  furnish  a  sketch  of  this  man's  life  might 
be  claimed  as  a  right,  both  by  the  compiler  of 
Poultney  and  Hubbardton  history.  Of  his  early 
life  I  know  nothing,  but  considered,  aa  the 
good  people  of  Poultney  closed  the  church  doors 
upon  him,  and  as  he  received  a  welcome  in  this 
less  pretentious  town,  that  it  properly  belonged 
to  me. 

RUFUS  WELMOT  GRISWOLD, 

The  well  known  compiler  of  American  litera- 
ture, spent  the  greater  part  of  his  boyhood  in 
this  town,  where  his  only  surviving  parent  still 
lives,  at  a  very  advanced  age.  He  was  descend- 
ed, on  the  paternal  side,  from  an  old  Connecticut 
farmer  :  one  of  his  maternal  ancestors  was 
Thomas  Mahew,  the  first  governor  of  Martha's 
Vineyard.  Casting  himself  adrift  on  the  world 
at  an  early  age,  he  traveled  over  most  parts  of 
his  own  country  and  in  Europe.  Of  an  active 
mind  which  was  somewhat  erratic  in  its  opera- 
tions, he  studied  divinity  ;  then  took  to  edit- 
ing. About  1837  he  published  a  paper  in  Ver- 
gennes  for  a  short  time  ;  but  soon  went  to 
New  York,  where  he  associated  himself  with 
Horace  Greeley  in  editing  the  New  Yorker. — 
He  afterward  became  connected  with  several 
eminent  journals  :  and  in  1842  and  '43  with 
Grahams  Magazine,  which,  under  his  manage- 
ment received  an  amount  of  patronage  and 
public  favor  it  had  never  before  attained.  He 
shortly  afterward  established  his  reputation  as 
a  man  of  letters,  by  publishing  his  tl  Poets  and 
Poetry  of  America :"  and  afterward  of  Eng- 
land, with  his  "Prose  Writers  of  America." 
His  writings  were  widely  diffused  through  the 
periodicals  of  the  day.  A  few  years  before  his 
death  he  produced  his  '■  Republican  Court,"  the 
merits  of  which  posterity  will  appreciate. 

As  a  man  he  had  his  foibles  and  peculiarities, 
yet  was  warm,  generous  and  impulsive  in  his 
friendships,  aiul  of  deep  research  and  extensive 
literary  acquirements.  No  person  was  more 
opposed  than  he  to  national  cant  and  deprecia- 
tion. To  the  imputation  of  DeTocqueville  that 
America  had  never  produced  any  great  histori- 
an nw  nop*  (hpfnr?  the  names  of  Prescott  and 
h  had  adorned  our  annals) 
m  her  historical,  political 
and  social  circumstances,  the  improbability  of 
any  great  genius  ever  arising  in  either  of  those 
walks,  Mr.  G.  said  : 

"There  is  connected  with  this  couutrv  no 
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lack  of  subjects  for  poetry  and  romance.  The 
perilous  voyages  of  the  old  Norsemen,  the  sub- 
lime heroism  of  Columbus — his  triumphs  and 
his  sufferings;  the  fall  of  the  Mexican  and  Pe- 
ruvian empires ;  the  vast  ruins,  indicating 
where  annihilated  nations  once  had  their  Capi- 
tols: tlie  colonization  of  New  England  by  the 
Puritans;  the  persecutions  of  the  Quakers  and 
Baptists  ;  the  wars  of  Pnilip  of  Mount  Hope  : 
the  rise  and  fall  of  the  French  dominion  in 
Canada ;  the  extinction  of  the  great  confedera- 
cy of  the  Five  Nations  ;  the  settlement  of  the 
several  States  by  persons  of  the  most  varied 
and  picturesque  characters ;  the  sublime  and 
poetical  mythology  of  the  aborigines;  and  thai 
grand  Revolution  resulting  in  their  political  in- 
dependence, and  the  establishment  of  the  dem- 
ocratic principle  which  forms,  for  the  present,  a 
barrier  between  the  traditionary  past  and  our 
own  time,  too  familiar  to  be  moulded  by  the 
hand  of  fiction: — all  abound  with  themes  for 
the  poet. 

"  Turning  from  subjects  for  heroic  to  those  of 
descriptive  poetry,  we  have  a  variety  not  less 
extensive  and  interesting.  The  mountains  of 
New  England  and  the  West ;  the  great  inland 
seas  between  the  Placea  and  the  St.  Lawrence, 
with  their  ten  thousand  Islands,  and  the  lesser 
lakes;  the  majestic  rivers  and  their  cataracts; 
the  old  and  limitless  forests;  the  sea-like  pra- 
ries  ;  the  caves,  in  which  whole  cities  might  be 
laid ;  tlie  pure  and  beautiful  climate  of  the 
North — 

"  That  threads 
Her  clear,  warm  heaveu  at  noun ;  the  mist, 
Her  twilight  hills,  her  cool  and  starry  eves; 
The  glorious  splendor  of  her  sunset  clouds; 
The  rainbow  beauty  of  her  forest  leaves 
That  greet  his  eye,  in  solitude  and  clouds, 
Whore  'er  his  web  of  sou^  her  poet  weaves 
ller  Autumn  scenery; 

and  surpassing  in  gorgeous  magnificence  all 
sights  in  the  transatlantic  world,  and  all  the 
varieties  of  land,  lake,  river,  air  and  sky,  which 
lie  between  the  Bay  of  Hudson  and  the  Straits 
of  Panama,  afford  an  unbounded  diversity  of 
subjects  and  illustrations  for  the  poet  of  na- 
ture." 

The  latter  days  of  Mr.  Griswold  were  unhap- 
py. Worn  with  study  and  toil;  unfortunate 
in  his  domestic  relations,  he  passed  from  youth 
to  a  premature  old  age.  In  the  summer  of  1857 
he  perceived  that  his  life  was  drawing  to  au 
end,  and  sought  the  humble  and  perhaps  almost 
forgotten  home  of  his  youth  to  die,  but  which 
he  never  reached;  having  proceeded  as  tar  as 
Cambridge,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  return 
to  New  York  city,  where  he  died  soon  after, 
in  the  43d  year  of  his  age. 

Much  of  our  country  's  traditionary  lore  per- 
ished with  him.  His  private  library,  carefully 
selected,  was  the  most  extensive  and  valuable 
in  the  United  States. 


BATTLE  OF  HUBBA  RDTOX. 

Before  day-break,  July  6,  1777,  St.  Clair  re- 
luctantly evacuated  Ticonderoga,  and  retreared 
toward  Castleton.  The  enemy  perceivii.g  the 
movement,  revealed  by  the  accidental  burning 
of  a  log-house,  dispatched  General  Fraz^r,  with 
nearly  1200  men — light  infantry  and  grenadiers 
served  with  artillery,  soon  followed  by  Reidsel 
with  part  of  the  Brunswick  regiment  in  pur- 
suit On  the  morning  of  the  7th  they  came 
up  with  the  American  rear  guard,  composed  of 
the  regiments  of  Cols.  Warner.  Francis  and 
Hale,  which  were  placed  under  Warner's  com- 
mand by  St.  Clair,  who  had  imprudently  pushed 
on  to  Castleton,  6  miles  beyond.  His  force,  as 
stated  by  the  enemy,  amounted  in  the  aggregate 
to  not  less  than  1500  men  ;  but  as  he  was  en- 
cumbered with  the  refuse  of  the  army,  and  some 
of  his  own  men  unfit  fur  duty,  it  did  not  proba- 
bly number  more  than  800  or  1000  which  were 
brought  into  action:  these  last,  however,  were 
chosen  troops,  in  good  part  "Green  Mountain 
Boys."  At  an  early  hour  the  belligerents  drew 
up  their  forces  in  line  of  battle,  but  did  not 
presently  engage,  (as  each  awaited  the  arrival 
of  reinforcements,)  until  Warner  made  a  fierce 
onslaught,  throwing  the  enemy  into  confusion, 
who,  rallying  again,  advanced  upon  the  Amer- 
icans, but  were  brought  to  a  stand.  The  action 
had  now  become  general,  and  Francis  was  kill- 
ed at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  which  was  then 
driven  to  the  woods  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
At  this  critical  juncture  Reidsel's  reinforcement 
arrived.  The  Americans,  supposing  the  whole 
Germau  force  was  at  hand,  were  seized  with  a 
panic,  and  gave  way ;  when  Warner's  regi- 
ment, which  had  fought  with  invincible  cour- 
age, began  to  break.  The  sturdy  and  intrepid 
Colonel,  throwing  himself  down  on  a  log,  pour- 
ed forth  a  torrent  of  curses  and  execrations  on 
the  flying  troops  ;  but  when  perceiving  the  day 
was  lost,  he  sprang  to  his  feet,  and  in  the  cool- 
est possible  manner  ordered  the  regiment  to 
assemble  at  Manchester,  w  hich  those  who  heard 
him  obeyed  to  the  number  of  about  200  ;  the 
others  joining  tho  remains  of  Francis'  regiment, 
repaired  to  the  main  army  at  Fort  Edward. — 
Hale's  regiment  was  not  brought  into  action, 
but  was,  in  part,  surrendered  to  the  enemy 
without  striking  a  blow.  That  officer's  conduct, 
although  severely  censured  by  some  high  in  au- 
!  thority,  has  been  by  others  excused.  Tho  Eug- 
I  lish  loss  in  this  battle,  as  stated  by  their  official 
returns,  in  killed  and  wounded  was  1S15 — includ- 
ing among  the  former  20  officers  ;  of  whom  w  aa 
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a  major  Grant.  I  believe  the  American  loss  is  i 
unknown  :  as  stated  by  the  enemy,  in  round 
numbers,  it  was  200  kilied — as  many  prisoners,  I 
beside  a  large  number  wounded,  most  of  whom 
perished  miserably  in  the  woods.*  [See  His- 
tory of  Reign  of  King  George  IIL]  Ethan  Al 
Jen,  in  his  off-band,  decisive  manner,  states  : 
■"our  loss  at  30  kiliedf — the  enemy's  at  300.' 
His  figures  I  consider  somewhat  apocryphal. 
Those  who  have  given  the  subject  particular 
attention,  have  estimated  the  American  loss  at 
32-t  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners.  [See 
Thompson's  Vermont.'] 

This  battle,  the  only  considerable  one  ever 
fought  in  Vermont,  was  lost  by  the  indiscretion 
of  St.  Clair  who,  having  left  his  rear-guard  at 
such  a  distance  from  his  advance,  as  to  render 
any  support  useless  in  case  of  victory,  and  per- 
haps adding  ruin  to  misfortune,  in  event  of  de- 
feat   [See  OhipmaifsLife  of  Allerymd  Warner.] 

Hubbardton  battle-field  is  one  of  those  beau- 
tiful and  picturesque  spots  so  often  met  with 
among  the  hills  and  valleys  of  Vermont.  Many 
points  celebrated  in  history  and  romance  are 
easily  recognized.  Mount  Zion  on  the  south, 
over  which  the  troops  of  Warner  passed  on  their 
way  to  Manchester,  is  said  to  have  received  its 
name  from  Allen,  who,  usually  more  forcible 
than  appropriate  in  his  application  of  Scripture, 
surveyed  from  its  summit  the  "  land  of  promise," 
as  he  looked  over  into  old  Ti.,  when  on  his 
memorable  expedition  thither.  Toward  the 
south  the  road  taken  by  St.  Clair  is  plain. 

On  the  7th  of  July,  1859,  an  appropriate  mon- 
ument of  marble  was  erected  on  tins  ground, 
near  the  spot  where  Francis  was  killed,  "  By 
the  citizens  of  Hubbardton  and  vicinity,  To  the 
Memory  of  those  men  who  here  laid  down  their 
lives  in  the  defence  of  their  country's  rights 
and  liberties," J  after  the  place  had  lain  neglect- 
ed and  almost  forgotten  for  82  years.  An  his- 
torical address  was  delivered  by  Henry  Clark, 
and  an  oration  by  E.  P.  Walton  of  Muntpelier. 

That  auniversary  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 
Over  the  thousands  there  assembled  from  their 

*  History  ha*  generally  stated  tbe  British  loss  in 
killed  at  140. 

f  Did  not  Allen  refer  to  the  loss  of  Vermont  troops 
%  In  June,  1777,  Conpre.-s  adopted  the  present  Flag 
of  the  cation  by  an  act  which  was  not  published  until 
the  August  following:  tut  it  seem  a  t>;  have  Ircn  prt>- 
Tlously  used  in  tin1  arm  y,  and  probably  for  the  first  time] 
at  Huhbardton.  This  wa->  of  raiher  primitire  material,  I 
and  made  by  the  ofTk-<»r»  st  Ticauderoga  from  their  own  I 
clothes ;  one  of  them  »:ivini:  a  coat  for  the  blue  field  of 
the  Stars. — I  muko  this  statement  mainly  ou  the-  au- 1 
thority  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Winstow  of  Pittuford.  | 


peaceful  and  quiet  homes  in  the  counties  of 
Rutland  and  Addison,  to  look  upon  the  h  imble 
pageant,  the  sky  was  perhaps  as  blue,  ana  the 
sun  as  bright,  as  when,  on  that  day  of  mortal 
strife  the  wilderness  resounded  with  the  eci.o 
of  the  deep-mouthed  cannon,  and  the  rattle  of 
musquetry,  intermingled  with  many  a  death- 
moan,  as  the  armed  men  of  two  kindred  Dationa 
bathed  the  soil  in  their  fraternal  blood.  How 
changed  was  all  else  beside  !  There,  as  stated 
by  tradition,  the  ''Stars  and  Stripes."  the  tLg 
of  our  nation,  were  first  unfurled  before  the 
gaze  of  the  dread  Lion  of  England.  Now  se- 
renely waving  its  ample  folds  in  the  summer 
air,  while  on  their  azure  field  were  clustered  the 
emblems  of  more  than  thirty  united  States — 
springing  into  existence  (as  it  were)  but  yester- 
day: a  nation  like  Pallas  from  the  brain  of 
Jove,  spreading  over  a  boundless  continent,  .he 
mighty  rivers  of  which  were  but  the  paths  of 
their  commerce.  They  seemed  likely  to  present 
in  their  future  progress  a  spectacle  of  human 
greatness  superior  to  any  which  the  anciena 
ever  knew — a  nation  on  which  has  been  lavish- 
ed the  spoils  of  time — receiving  in  its  right 
hand,  with  the  emigration,  the  arts,  the  sciences 
and  the  literature,  of  the  old  world. 

As  on  that  day,  from  reviewing  the  past  we 
contemplate  the  future,  who  did  not  say  w  it  is 
good  to  be  here"?  Who  then  heard  the  still, 
small  voice  of  the  dead  answering  back  from 
the  silent  earth:  14  With  our  life  ?  blood  we 
bought  that  freedom  you  so  much  affect  to  hon- 
or— the  duties  of  which  are  here  neglected,  and 
then  forgotten ;  and  the  privileges  of  which  are 
esteemed  but  as  they  are  subservient  to  base 
utility." 

Among  that  living  throng  were  none  who 
acted  a  part  in  the  scenes  of  that  day:  ani 
but  one  was  known  to  be  living.*  Who  that 
was  present,  either  in  the  pride  and  strength  of 
manhood,  or  the  opening  bloom  of  youth,  will 
stand  beside  that  monument  four-score  years 
from  then  ? 

something  concerning  the  gen"  eral  customs 
of  the  People  60,  50,  and  as  late  as  40 
years  ago. 

The  trees  were  plenty,  and  the  dwellings  of 
man  were  built  with  logs;  some  of  the  bouses 
were  hewed  inside  and  some  were  not  ;  the 
floors  were  mostly  made  of  split  logs,  hewed  on 
one  side.    Their  chimneys  were  made  large, 

*  Benjamin  Ilickok  .spent  the  latter  part  of  his  life  itt 
West  Haven,  uud  died  a  year  or  two  after  the  erent 
here  referred  to. 
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high  in  the  chimney  was  a  pole  laid  crosswise 
to  hang  the  trammel  on.  Each  chimney  had 
one  or  two  long  iron-trammels  to  hang  the  por- 
ridge-pot and  dish-kettle  on.  The  windows 
were  of  graiaed  sheep-skin,  or  greased  paper. 

In  these  dwellings  might  be  seen  the  matron 
carding  wool  or  tow.  with  hand-cards,  or  spin- 
ning flax  at  the  Dutch  wheel;  the  olde^  girl, 
at  her  great  spinning-wheel,  near  the  sheepskin 
or  paper  window,  and  the  younger  ones  knit- 
ting. In  the  chimney-corner,  in  the  evening, 
might  be  seen  a  boy  reading,  writing,  cypher- 
ing, or  teaching  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters 
to  read  by  the  light  of  pine  splinters  which  he 
had  prepared  for  that  purpose.  Men  might  be 
Been  out  clearing  their  land,  gathering  in  their 
crops,  sowing,  planting,  browsing  their  cattle, 
or  defending  their  rights  against  invaders,  both 
human  and  beastly. 

After  a  while  their  log-houses  began  to  decay. 
Saw-mills  coming  into  use,  they  began  to  build 
frame-houses,  generally  of  one  story  with  a  chim- 
ney in  the  middle  10  or  12  feet  fquare,  with  throe 
fire-places  and  a  large  oven.  The  kitchen  fire- 
place was  a  large  one,  with  a  heavy  iron-crane 
with  hooks  to  hang  the  pots  and  kettles  upon: 
this  crane  was  quite  a  convenience,  for  it  swung 
out  into  the  room. 

Soon  after  the  settling  commenced,  ministers 
of  the  gospel  might  be  seen  traversing  the  woods, 
and  hunting  up  the  scattered  sheep  in  the  wil 
derness.  They  would  rid^  on  horseback,  or  go 
on  foot,  as  they  might  be  able,  with  no  other 
equipage  than  a  bridle,  saddle,  and  a  pair  of  sad 
dlebags  containing  a  Bible,  psalm-book,  and  a 
spare  shirt  or  two,  or,  if  on  foot,  with  Jess  bag- 
gage. Thus  equipped  they  would  travel  through 
the  woods,  mud,  and  snow,  preaching  at  the 
doors  of  log-house^,  or  in  the  forest  any  where 
that  was  most  convenient.  And  in  some  cases 
they  have  been  overtaken  in  storms,  lost  their 
way  and  have  lain  out  all  night.  Witness  this 
in  Elder  Caleb  Blood. 

Women  would  ride  on  ox-sleds  ;  men,  boys 
and  young  women,  would  walk  two  or  three 
miles  through  the  woods,  over  hills,  on  a  new 
road,  or  where  there  was  no  road  to  get  to 
meeting. 

The  writer  has  seen  a  woman  and  her  children 
riding  on  an  ox-sled  in  a  deep  snow,  while  the 
man  walked  by  the  side  of  his  team,  with  a 
shovel  in  one  hand  and  a  shaingar  weapon  in 
the  other,  going  to  meeting,  with  hay  on  his  sled, 
for  his  oxen  to  eat  while  he  was  worshiping, 
and  a  chain  to  fasten  them  to  a  stump. 
Young  women  in  those  days  were  much  in 


the  habit  of  exercising  on  their  feet,  both  a 
walking  abroad,  and  at  the  great-wheeL  ]  iiey 
appeared  at  meeting,  or  any  where  else,  cla  i  .i 
garments  of  their  own  manufacture.  wi:._  ru ;  j 
countenances,  active  and  healthy  bodies  aii 
limbs,  and  a  cheerful  and  vigorous  miuo.  ELc  w 
is  it  now  ? 

In  those  early  day3  children  Lad  but  1:;  le 
chance  for  learning  except  what  they  could  pids 
up  at  home  by  diligence.  The  wr.ter  of  this 
article  was  but  little  over  S  vears  old  v. .en  ..e 
came  to  Vermont ;  had  no  chance  a:  sea  ol  un- 
til the  winter  after  he  was  15,  wber.  he  wen;  to 
school  10  weeks  in  the  back  room  of  a  log-b  :~«e 
to  a  very  ordinary  teacher.  He  never  studied 
any  book  at  school  but  theXew  Ecgland  primer 
and  Dillworth's  spelling-book;  these  he  Leamt 
by  heart.  In  those  books  the  spelling  was  like 
this:  mix-ti-on,  ques-ti-on,  ex- ha  -.-on.  bil- 
ious, fu-si-on,  op-ti-on,  de-n-ci-ent.  et  ?.  Il  my 
first  going  to  school,  in  reading  where  tie  ariele 
appeared,  I  was  taught  to  say,  a  by  itself  a  ",  so 
of  the  pronoun  I,  or  the  interjection  0.  e  c  He 
never  had  a  sura  given  to  him  at  scLc<l  to  work 
in  arithmetic.  He  never  was  cloyed,  or  over- 
gorged  with  reading,  as  most  children  are  now 
a-days  on  account  of  the  deluge  of  books.  The 
first  newspaper  he  recollects  of  seeing  was  tie 
Vermont  Gazette,  printed  at  Benni:.z::n  by 
Haswell  and  Russel.  It  came  into  his  r.i:nds  in 
the  evening,  and  did  not  go  out  until  he  bad 
seen  every  word  it  contained,  and  he  Lad  looked 
it  all  over  to  find  more.  It  is  not  those  who  are 
the  most  overgorged  with  books  who  are  best 
informed.  Few  books  are  better  tor  children 
than  many.  Where  they  have  too  many,  faey 
cannot  learn  them  all,  and  they  become  allse- 
ed with  them. 

After  people  began  to  build  meet:r.g-hou=es- 
and  to  meet  in  them,  there  was  no  such  thing 
as  a  stove  thought  of  for  warming  them,  for 
many  years,  except  the  women's  foor-sto--.  s. 
It  was  encouraging  both  to  minister,  and  peore 
in  a  cold  day,  to  see  a  good  supply  of  them  come 
in  well  filled. 

Formerly  farmers  calculated  much  on  a  good 
crop  of  flax.  The  seed  was  ready  cash.  a-._l 
fiber  9  pence  per  lb.  The  getting  ;t  out  furnish- 
ed the  men  with  business  in  the  winder,  a^d 
the  business  was  profitable,  even  taking  it  in  ;Le 
raw  state.  The  writer  has  known  a  p..o_-  of 
I  ground  of  one  and  one-i  aif  acre  sown,  one  acre 
I  with  oats,  and  by  its  side  the  one-half acre  sevva 
with  flax.  The  seed  of  the  flax  that  grew  oa 
the  one-half  acre  was  sold  for  more  money  tr.^n 
the  whole  of  the  oats  that  grew  on  the  or.e  .-.ere* 
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In  each  house  might  be  seen  a  foot -wheel,  or 
two,  for  spinning  the  flax,  and  as  many  large 
ones ;  a  pair  or  two  of  hand-cards,  for  the  tow  ; 
a  hatchel,  and  as  often  as  once  in  two  or  three 
families  a  loom.  The  women  all,  old  and  young, 
understood  manufacturing  it,  and  with  their 
own  fingers  would  furnish  materials  for  their 
finest  and  best  garments,  and  were  their  own 
mantua  makers.  This  was  strong  and  substan- 
tial, good  and  wholly  in  use.  They  would  make 
their  own  fine  white  diaper  table-cloths  and 
towels,  their  fine  white  under  lining,  their  striped 
gowns,  their  check  handkerchiefs  and  aprons, 
etc ,  clean  and  well  ironed,  and  in  which  dress 
they  were  fitted  out  for  any  company,  in  any 
place.  They  would  also  manufacture  their  hus- 
baud's,  father's  and  brother's  white  summer 
shirts,  frocks  and  trousers.  Tow  cloth  had  a 
ready  market;  brown  2s;  whitened,  2s  3d; 
striped,  2s  6d. 

Farmers  did  not  keep  many  sheep.  It  was 
an  object  with  each  one  to  keep  as  many  as 
would  produce  enough  wool  to  clothe  his  family 
with  their  winter  garments,  or  as  much  as  the 
women  could  work  up.  Cards,  wheels,  looms, 
were  almost  always  in  motion.  Butternut  bark, 
sumack  berries,  &c,  were  in  demand  for  dyeing. 
Elack  and  white  wool  mixed  was  first-rate — 
often  wove  double,  and  warm  enough  for  any 
weather.  This  cloth  would  stand  the  brush  ; 
the  substance  was  not  scratched  away  by  the 
el.»th  dressing  operation.  As  the  danger  from 
wolves  grew  less,  sheep  increased,  cloth  dress- 
ing came  into  vogue,  and  woolen  cloth  became 
an  article  in  demand;  but  there  was  not  enough 
to  supply  the  demand  until  the  Legislature  took 
up  the  subject  to  encourage  the  growth  of  wool. 
Sheep  had  never  been  taxed  ;  and  about  the 
year  1810  or  so,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act. 
freeing  each  man's  poll  from  the  list,  who  had 
that  year,  sheared  20  sbeep.  From  that  time 
sheep  began  to  multiply  until  now  the  greatest 
share  of  farmers'  stock  is  sheep. 

In  the  early  times  in  this  country,  and  prob- 
ably in  others,  when  horses  began  to  be  more 
in  use,  and  people  to  think  more  of  using  them 
aa  a  locomotive,  and  somewhat  to  lose  their  de- 
pendence  on  their  own  foot,  saddles  began  to  be 
about  as  plenty  as  saddle  horses.  But  they  were 
inconvenient,  and  not  safe  for  women  to  ride  on  ; 
and,  of  course,  each  woman,  e-peciallv  each 
young  woman  (lust  it  so  happened  that  some 
young  man  inigbtftife  Uerau  invitation  to  ride 
with  him,)  must  have  a  pillion  on  which  to  ride 
to  meetings,  balls  and  on  other  excursion^  and 
even  on  long  journeys.    The  saddles  were  pre- 


pared for  it  with  strong  luops  at  each  corner  of 
the  hind  end.  The  gentleman  would  furnish 
himself  with  a  horse  and  saddle,  ride  up  to  the 
door  where  his  partner  was  and  alight ;  she 
would  then  hand  him  her  pillion  ;  he  would  tie 
it  on  and  mount,  then  ride  up  to  the  log  on 
which  she  would  be  standing.  She  would  jump 
on  behind  him,  and  away  they  would  ride  with 
much  glee  and  merriment.  Men  and  their  wives 
were  often  seen  coursing  their  way  after  thi3 
fashion. 

This  mode  of  travel  was  the  occasion  of  a  rid- 
dle, as  follows : 

My  body  is  strange,  apt  subject  to  change. 

With  three  heads  do  I  often  appear; 
With  two  I  converse,  but  one  is  perverse, 

Not  endowed  with  reason  nor  fear. 

As  to  logs  I  have  eight,  some  small  and  some  great ; — 

Yet  what  will  surprise  you  still  more, 
You  plainly  may  see — on  one  side  I've  three, 

On  the  other  side  half  a  half  score. 

Some  pn-tend  I've  a  tail  ;  I'm  female  and  male; 

And  to  form  nit?  both  sexes  unite. 
I'm  smooth  yet  I'm  rough,  I'm  tender  yet  tough; 

I  am  fair — oft  black  and  oft  white. 

I  am  very  devout,  I  am  known  all  about; 

At  church  once  a  week  I  am  found. 
The  markets  I  visit ; — now  tell  me  what  is  it 

Does  in  such  contradictions  abound  I 

Soon  after  the  towns  in  Rutland  Co.  began  to 
be  settled,  militia  companies  were  organized, 
and  military  trainings  were  kept  up  two  whole 
days  every  year,  with  some  half-days  ;  and  once 
in  every  two  or  three  years  a  general  training 
in  some  part  of  the  regiment  or  brigade  two  or 
three  days,  which  was  very  expensive,  both  for 
officers  and  men,  and  of  no  profit.  In  some  they 
would  have  what  they  called  *'  Indian  fights," 
in  which  companies  were  divided — a  part  assum- 
ing the  character  of,  and  pretending  to  act  like 
Indians,  when  not  one  in  twenty  ever  saw  an 
Indian.  Those  trainings  were  very  demoralize 
ing  to  the  community.  Often  the  burning  of 
powder  would  commence  at  12  o'clock  the  night 
previous  by  way  of  waking  up  officers  and  get- 
ting a  treat.  They  would  go  from  one  to  anoth- 
er, firing,  drinking,  halloing,  swearing,  until 
morning.  New  rum  and  wiskey  must  be  plenty 
all  day;  many  would  not  get  over  the  effects  of 
them  for  a  number  of  days  :  and  so  at  raisings 
which  were  frequent;  at  bees  ;  and  at  almost 
all  gatherings.  Also  at  haying,  harvesting,  and 
almost  every  other  kind  of  business,  the  liquid 
fire  had  to  be  a  prominent  article. 

Tho  first  settlers  were  generally  very  careful 
to  plant  nurseries  and  to  raise  anple-trees.  Tho 
consequence  was  that  orchards  and  apples  bo- 
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came  very  plenty,  and  every  neighborhood  had 
a  cider-milL  Cider  was  a  prominent  article  in 
every  family  ;  it  became  an  every  day  drink  at 
meals,  and  at  any  time  of  the  day, — especially 
for  men  in  cold  weather.  Apples  must  not  be 
wasted,  most  of  them  must  be  made  into  cider; 
and  in  the  Spring  most  of  what  had  not  been 
drank  in  the  whiter  must  be  taken  to  the  distill- 
ery, converted  into  cider  brandy,  and  drank  in 
that  shape.   All  tended  to  bring  on  diseases. 

The  writer  is  of  opinion  that  some  of  his  con- 
nections and  many  of  his  acquaintances  who 
were  about  his  age,  who  had  large  orchards, 
have  shortened  their  days  by  relaxing  from 
their  business  and  making  a  free  use  of  cider 
and  cider  brandy;  not,  however,  that  they  drank 
to  excess,  but  wasted  their  powers  by  moderate 
drinking.  He  also  supposes  that  he  has  pro- 
longed his  time  here  on  earth  by  diligent  exer- 
cise, and  by  refraining  wholly,  for  more  than  30 
years,  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  in  any 
form  whatever.  The  pure  unmixed  water  is  the 
natural  and  only  healthy  drink  as  a  daily  bever- 
age. About  50  years  ago,  one  John  Merriam 
traded  in  Pittsford.  The  writer  was  at  his  store 
one  Friday  morning,  when  a  man  came  in  with 
his  jug  and  asked  for  rum.  Merriam  said  he  was 
out,  and  added,  "  I  have  tapped  a  hogshead  eve- 
ry Monday  morning  for  5  weeks,  and  shall  not 
tap  another  until  next  Monday  morning."  What 
did  the  people  do  for  rum  those  three  days  ? 
This  was  the  last  of  August. 

In  former  times  farmers  were  clearing  their 
land  and  raising  wheat  for  their  money;  this 
was  carried  to  Troy  and  sold.  It  took  8  days 
to  carry  a  load  of  20  bushels  by  wagon  and  re- 
turn with  the  same  weight  of  loading,  and  even 
to  accomplish  this,  the  man  must  be  diligent  and 
go  on  foot  up  the  hills  to  lighten  the  load.  In 
clearing  land  the  timber  was  all  burnt  on  the 
ground,  and  the  ashes  were  saved  to  pay  store* 
debts.  Contracts  were  made  and  notes  given 
payable  on  the  first  of  October  in  neat  cattle  ; 
bulls,  stags  and  old  odd  oxen  excepted  ;  or  in 
grain  on  the  first  of  January  following.  The 
first  of  October  was  a  great  day  for  paying  debts  ; 
cattle  all  to  go  at  the  appraisal  of  men  chosen  for 
thai  purpose,  and  perhaps  a  few  hundred  dollars 
worth  of  cattle  would  pay  as  many  thousands  by- 
passing through  eight  or  ten  hands  from  first  to 
last,  at  one  appraisal.  A  great  number  of  men 
were  assembled  at  such  places,  and  of  course 
much  new  rum  drank. 

At  that  period,  the  farmer,  if  he  wanted  a 
plow,  would  carry  a  triangular  bar  of  iron  to  a 
blacksmith,  of  which  to  make  a  share,  while  ho 


would  himself  make  the  remainder  of  the  plow 
of  wood.  The  axes,  hoes,  scythes,  pitchforks 
and  other  farming  utensils  were  all  of  domestic 
manufacture;  the  neighborhood  blacksmith  Urg- 
ing the  iron  parts,  while  each  one  supplied  the 
wood- work  for  himself 

In  those  days  farmers  raised  their  own  bread- 
corn,  even  to  the  finest  wheat. 

In  those  days  men  wore  cloth  made  in  their 
own  families,  from  materials  raised  on  their  own, 
farms,  and  leggings  were  worn  instead  of  boots. 

In  those  days  men  raised  flax,  prepared  it  for 
the  batchel.  and  often  in  evening  or  stormy  days 
hatcheled  it. 

In  those  days  all  made  it  a  point  to  attend 
church  with  their  families,  every  Sabbath,  in 
some  manner,  preaching  or  no  preaching. 

In  those  days  (must  I  say  it?)  men  drank  rum, 
brandy,  whiskey,  cider,  punch,  sling,  egg-nog, 
toddy ;  must  have  it  at  raisings,  haying,  harvest- 
ing, as  a  daily  beverage,  to  treat  friends,  at  so- 
cial parties,  in  cold  weather  and  warm,  in  wet 
and  dry,  on  all  occasions,  whether  in  sick^es3 
or  in  health,  prosperity  or  adversity. 

In  those  days  women  manufactured  the  cloth 
with  which  they  and  their  families  were  cloth- 
ed ;  knit  the  stockings  for  themselves,  their  hus- 
bands and  sons,  as  well  as  the  leggings  for  the 
latter,  as  boots  were  not  known  for  boys ;  did 
their  own  housework  and  made  up  the  clothing 
for  their  families. 

The  young  women  understood  how  to  sp?n 
and  weave  wool,  flax  and  tow.  Every  young 
lady  who  could  procure  it  by  her  own  labor,  had 
one  calico  dress.  A  few  years  since,  a  macron 
lady  was  living  in  town,  who  when  young  work- 
ed at  spinning  and  weaving  for  50  cents  a  week, 
to  enable  her  to  purchase  a  calico  dress  at  a  col- 
lar a  yard.  Thus  it  took  the  labor  of  two  weeks 
to  pay  for  one  yard;  and  as  6  yards  constituted 
a  pattern,  it  required  12  weeks'  work  to  pay  for 
her  dress,  besides  the  making  and  trimming. 
When  at  length  she  had  paid  for  it  she  knew  its 
value,  and  of  course  took  care  of  it. 

Then  womeu  and  girls  knew  how  to.  and  act- 
ually did  milk  cows,  feed  pigs  and  poultry,  make 
butter  and  cheese,  carry  wood  and  water,  and 
sweep  house  with  a  broom  made  by  their  fathers 
or  brothers,  from  ash  or  birch  sticks,  nor  did  they 
consider  themselves  degraded  by  it. 

The  boys  of  that  period  eouid  chop  down  trees, 
clear  land,  split  rails,  make  fence,  reap,  mow, 
thrash,  get  out  flax,  and  if  a  book  fell  into  their 
I  hands,  it  was  carefully  studied.    Their  pn  grvss 
in  arithmetic  was  not  measured  by  the  number 
I  of  pages  run  over,  but  by  the  amount  ofpracti- 
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c;il  knowledge  acquired.  They  were  not  over- 
gorged  with  books,  and  of  the  few  to  which  they 
did  have  access,  the  contents  were  thoroughly 
digested.  I  have  known  and  now  know  men 
whose  early  opportunities  for  education  were 
very  limited,  yet  who  are  able  to  teach  young 
men  who  have  had  all  the  advantages  of  modern 
instruction.  The  former  had  to  acquire  their 
learning  by  their  own  efforts,  and  they  retain  it 
yet  in  their  age. 

After  postoffices  began  to  be  established,  and 
leit'TS  carried  in  the  mail,  the  postage  of  a  sin- 
gle letter,  any  distance  less  than  300  miles  was 
10  cents — over  that  distance  25  cents;  and  if 
it  consisted  of  two  pieces,  ever  so  small,  double 
those  rates. 

The  writer  knew  an  aged  lady  who  was  sub- 
jected to  the  necessity  of  paying  50  cents  for  a 
single  half  sheet,  with  a  little  scrap  of  calico, 
just  to  show  the  figure  of  a  new  dress  her 
daughter  in-law  had  lately  bought,  and  the 
main  letter  was  on  the  subject  of  the  dress. 
Her  50  cent  piece  would  almost  balance  the 
whole.  She  felt  he.self  injured,  and  would  nev- 
er have  taken  the  letter  from  the  office,  if  she 
could  have  got  at  its  contents  without  spar- 
ing her  hard  earned  half  dollar — and  so  with 
hundreds  of  others  ;  and  many  had  to  lie  in  the 
office — were  refused,  and  treated  as  dead  letters. 

Formerly  it  was  the  custom  for  merchants, 
physicians,  &c,  to  deal  almost  wholly  upon 
trust,  and  not  much  matter  who  they  trusted. 
Their  maxim  was — trust  all,  and  charge  the 
more,  so  that  those  who  pay  will  make  good 
those  who  do  not.  But  this,  with  their  extrav- 
agant way  of  living,  occasioned  many  to  fail, 
and  drove  them  to  the  necessity  of  clearing  out, 
or  of  taking  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  and  thus 
increasing  the  population  of  the  county  seat. 
There  was  much  suing  in  those  days  and  much 
cost  made  in  trying  to  collect  bad  debts.  At- 
torneys, justices  and  constables  made  it  profita- 
ble ;  for,  if  there  was  nothing  to  be  obtained 
of  the  debtor,  it  could  be  collected  of  the  cred- 
itor. The  debtor  might  go  to  jail  and  lie  there 
40  days  and  then  swear  that  he  was  not  worth 
five  dollars  more  than  what  the  law  allowed  to 
each  family — which  was  their  shelter,  comfort- 
able furniture  and  provisions  for  the  family,  one 
cow,  one  hog  and  10  sheep.  And  it  was  said 
by  some,  that  if  the  debtor  was  not  possessed 
of  those  articles,  the  creditor  must  make  them 
good  :  but  this  part  of  the  subject  was  rarely, 
if  ever,  enforced.  This  paid  the  debt  for  the 
present.  There  was  much  going  to  jail,  much 
ill  blood  among  neighbors,  and  those  who  ought 


to  have  been  friends  ;  much  notifying  of  cred- 
itors (in  the  Herald)  of  the  intention  of  debtors, 
and  much  swearing:  and  often  the  cost  would 
amount  to  moro  than  the  debt,  besides  the  loss 
of  the  time  of  40  days  which  might  have  been 
employed  in  the  payment  of  the  debt,  and  per- 
haps earning  something  more. 

They  commonly  (if  they  could  get  bail)  got 
"  the  liberty  of  the  yard,"  which  was  without 
limits  at  the  east.  They  were  not  inclined  to 
go  that  way,  but  remained  mostly  in  idleness 
in  the  village  ;  and  some  took  up  their  residence 
there  with  their  families,  and  became  promin- 
ent characters  in  tho  place.  This  was  the  "  city 
of  refuge.''  So  long  as  they  remained  there  they 
could  not  be  molested  in  person  or  property ; 
and  it  has  been  said  that  those  secured  debtors 
constituted  a  large  part  of  the  population  of  the 
village  of  Rutland  in  those  days — and  it  is 
thought  by  some,  that  Rutland  must  have  been 
quite  populous.  The  debtor  might  remain  there 
as  long  as  he  pleased,  without  taking  the  poor 
man's  oath  in  perfect  security  ;  but  he  must  re- 
main in  this  place  of  refuge,  or  he  might  be 
taken  by  the  hawk. 

Many  of  the  early  customs  of  this  country, 
which  have  become  obsolete,  might  have  well 
been  retained.  It  is  well,  however,  that  most 
of  them  have  passed  away;  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  they  will  never  return  again  in  any 
community.  But  it  is  well  that  the  rising  gen- 
erations be  reminded  of  the  manners  and  way3 
of  their  ancestors,  that  they  may  avoid  their 
mistakes,  and  imitate  only  their  virtues. 

HARD  TIMES. 

I  am  a  farmer,  and  have  for  60  years  depend- 
ed on  farming  for  a  living,  and  have  always  cal- 
culated on  something  of  the  different  products 
of  a  farm  to  spare,  and  sell  it  for  what  it  would 
fetch,  trying  to  be  satisfied,  and  make  the  best 
use  of  it  I  could,  without  whining.  I  never 
found  it  of  any  use  to  spend  ray  time  in  com- 
plaining. But  rather  to  be  the  more  diligent 
and  strive  the  harder,  and  economise  the  more  ; 
making  retrenchments  in  needless  thing  ,  and 
use  my  lime  and  what  I  had  with  more  prudence. 

As  to  the  sales  of  property,  since  I  have  been 
a  farmer:  1st.  Of  horses  I  have  raised  and  sold 
many,  and  the  highest  that  I  ever  sold  one  for 
was  $70.  2nd.  Of  oxen  the  highest  was  §75 
a  pair,  and  I  have  raised  and  sold  many.  I  have 
sold  cows  for  $  10,  in  the  fall,  12  and  14  was  do- 
ing well.  I  once  sold  5  good  cows  in  April  for 
$  90.  $  10,  for  two-year  olds  was  doing  well ; 
I  have  sold  for  less,  I  have  sold  good  wheat,  for 
62  l-2c.  per  bushel ;  Rye  at  42  l-2c.  carried  to 
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Whitehall  20  miles.  In  the  winter  of  1827-  28, 
I  sold  100  bushels  of  good  corn  for  $  45,  carried 
8  miles.  Oats  at  20c,  carried  8  miles.  I  have 
sold  good  butter  at  8c,  cheese  at  Gc,  carried  8 
miles,  etc.,  etc. 

I  have  paid  $  2.50  for  a  bushel  of  salt,  50  cents 
per  yd.  for  calico,  22  cts.  pr.  lb.  for  shingle  nails, 
and  17  cts.  for  nails  of  larger  size. 

Those  times  were  called  hard,  and  all  times 
are  complained  of  by  uneasy,  extravagant  persons 
After  reading  the  foregoing,  and  comparing 
•with  the  present  times,  I  would  ask  my  brother 
farmers,  if  they  are  not  confounded,  and  perfectly 
ashamed  of  their  ingratitude  in  complaining  and 
whining  about  hard  times? 

Will  you  not  make  up  your  minds  to  say  that 
we  now  live  in  the  best  times  that  we  can  have  | 
for  our  country  ?    Medium  times  are  always  the 
best,  surest  and  most  reliable  to  venture  business 
upon,  and  ought  to  be  very  satisfactory  to  all. 

Brother  farmers  in  Vermont,  I  congratulate 
you  on  the  present  good  times,  and  hope  that 
you  will  make  up  your  minds  to  be  satisfied  with, 
and  thankful  for,  such  good  times  as  we  have, 
and  try  to  enjoy  them  contentedly,  and  make  the 
best  use  of  them  to  do  good  to  the  needy,  and 
never  more  complain  of  hard  times.  They  may 
be  harder  for  all  branches  of  business  before 
they  are  softer. 

THE  BIRDS — WHERE  ARE  THEY  ? 

I  have  been  an  inhabitant  of  Rutland  county 
for  a  period  of  more  than  70  years,  and  have 
not  only  been  an  observer  of  human  bipeds,  but 
also  of  the  feathered  tribe.  I  am  no  ornitholo- 
gist, and  make  no  pretentions  to  being  an  Au- 
dubon or  a  Wilson  ;  yet  I  have  been  an  observ- 
ant of,  and  contemplated  the  change  which  has 
taken  place  among  the  inhabitants  of  our  forests, 
as  well  as  of  other  things. 

When  the  country  was  new,  our  fields  and 
forests  were  made  vocal,  and  rendered  pleasant 
and  animated  by  the  presence  of  the  feathered 
songsters,  and  the  ear  was  gratified  by  a  thous- 
and melodious  trills  and  solos,  which  on  every 
fair  day  made  the  woods  an  orchestra,  whose 
music  was  more  elevating  than  the  tones  of  the 
piano,  or  even  those  of  the  organ.  It  was  na- 
ture's melody.  A  person  in  those  days,  even 
when  alone  in  the  woods,  could  not  bo  lone- 
some. Besides  the  music  of  the  birds,  the  beau- 
ty of  their  plumage  was  a  feast  to  the  eye,  and 
rendered  the  forests  as  beautiful  as  their  songs 
had  made  it  melodious.  Their  gaiety  never  left 
them,  and  their  activity  was  a  continual  rebuke 
to  the  indolent. 


But  now  where  are  they  ?  The  robins,  onco 
very  numerous,  and  to  be  seen  at  almost  any 
hour  of  the  day,  skipping  over  the  ground  along 
the  fence  and  about  the  house,  fearless  and  glee- 
some,  delighting  in  human  society,  and  ever 
manifesting  a  desire  to  please  the  ear  with  its 
music,  is  now  rarely  seen,  and  never  heard  to 
sing  as  in  old  times. 

The  thrush,  although  not  social  like  the  robin, 
nor  as  numerous,  was  then  esteemed  as  one  of 
the  most  melodious  songsters  of  our  forests — 
was  a  natural  singer — could  sing  any  tune  on 
any  key,  and  imitate  almost  auy  kind  of  a 
sound.  She  would  perch  on  some  high  eleva- 
tion, and  there  pour  out  her  most  delightful 
music  in  great  variety,  for  hours,  sometimes,  to 
the  annoyance  of  other  birds,  whose  notes  she 
would  imitate  exactly.  When  driven  from  her 
high  station,  she  would  immediately  take  anoth- 
er, and  continue  her  music.  Now  she  has  left 
us  entirely. 

The  golden  robin  was  a  very  social,  active 
bird,  though  somewhat  noisy.  Her  notes  were 
not  so  harmonious  as  those  of  the  thrush,  but 
still  they  were  not  disagreeable.  bhe  was 
sprightly  in  her  motions,  and  gloried  in  a  beau- 
tiful plumage.  She  usually  built  in  the  vicinity 
of  human  habitations,  in  some  high,  solitary 
tree,  and  was  visible  at  any  time  of  the  day. 
For  many  years  the  goldeD  robin  has  been  sel- 
dom seen. 

The  cat-bird,  though  not  beautiful  in  plum- 
age, nor  pleasant  in  her  every  day  chat,  was 
delightfully  pleasant  in  her  set  tunes,  and  for 
variety  of  notes  was  surpassed  only  by  the 
thrush.  Her  nest  was  built  in  some  thick,  low 
bush  near  a  human  dwelling.  But  she,  too.  is 
now  rarely  seen,  and  seems  to  have  somewhat 
lost  her  old  powers  of  singing. 

The  house  wrren  :  Oh  1  that  pretty  little  so- 
cial companion,  that  little  domestic,  that  used 
to  sit  on  the  gate  post  and  twitter  out  its  trill- 
ing notes;  and  which  built  its  little  nest  in  the 
hollow  end  of  a  log  in  our  log-house,  and  yet 
was  not  tamo  enough  to  let  a  cat  approach 
without  showing  deep  displeasure.  The  wren 
has  now  deserted  us  entirely,  and  left  a  great 
vacancy  in  our  domestic  amusements. 

The  blue  jay  was  onco  very  plenty,  and  re- 
mained with  us  through  the  winter,  and  often 
relieved  the  dreariness  of  that  season  of  the 
year,  being  about  our  corn-cribs,  crying  ''cheer- 
up,  cheer-up'' — which  was  very  pleasant  and 
encouraging.  Although  not  a  great  singer  of 
songs,  yet  a  great  hand  at  detached  music. 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


766 

Their  presence  or  voice  is  now  seldom  seen  or 
heard. 

The  great  shining  blackbirds,  which  were 
once  so  plenty  as  to  be  considered  an  annoy- 
ance, from  their  habit  of  pulling  young  corn, 
were  a  musical  bird ;  and  though  they  were 
not  in  the  habit  of  singing  continuous  set  piec- 
es, yet  their  voice  was  shrill,  clear  and  pleasant. 
They  liked  to  get  in  company  on  some  old  tree, 
high  in  the  air.  and  sing  in  concert  many  hours 
at  a  sit  Although,  we  did  not  like  their  thiev- 
ish habits,  yet,  we  were  delighted  with  their 
music.  But  they,  too,  have  almost  entirely 
left  us. 

The  perewink,'  another  beautiful  bird — lively 
and  musical,  which  often  made  our  forests  vocal 
with  its  strong,  sharp  note,  which  was  always 
of  one  kind,  yet  often  repeated.  It  was  a  very 
beautiful  bird,  of  various  colored  plumage,  with 
a  beautiful  crest ;  not  very  shy,  but  seldom  seen 
in  open  cornfields.    Now  seldom  seen  or  heard. 

The  shearbill  wa3  a  very  active,  sprightly 
bird  about  the  size  of  the  blue  bird,  and  were 
always  seen  in  flocks,  and  very  beautiful ;  some 
of  a  scarlet  red,  and  some  of  a  golden  yellow, 
— very  noisy  when  on  the  wing,  and  might  be 
heard  long  before  they  were  seen.  They  by 
their  music  gave  the  air  a  very  lively  impression. 
They,  too,  have  left  us. 

The  cuckoo,  though  nothing  very  attractive, 
in  her  appearance  or  her  notes,  yet,  there  was 
something  about  her  to  induce  solemnity :  her 
notes  were  sad  and  mournful,  and  w'ere  Oftenest 
heard  in  a  dull  and  gloomy  time.  She  liked  to 
get  into  some  large  spreading  tree  near  a  hu- 
man dwelling,  and  there  utter  forth  her  dolorous 
notes.    It  is  now  very  seldom  heard. 

The  quail,  when  the  country  was  new.  would 
often  be  seen  on  an  old  log-fence  or  stump, 
about  sundown,  with  their  sharp  whistle,  as  if 
they  would  say,  uno  more  wet!  no  more  wet  !,; 
and  could  be  often  heard  until  into  the  even- 
ing :  but  these  plump  aud  beautiful  birds  are 
no  more  to  be  seen  or  heard. 

The  whippoorwill,  which  was  very  often  heard 
in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  crying  out  with 
their  sharp  and  animating  "  whippoorwill  I'have 
generally  ceased  to  entertain  us  with  their  even- 
ing diversions. 

The  great  black  woodcock  was  a  prominent 
bird  in  our  forests :  on  almost  any  day  in  the 
year  it  was  to  bo  Been  on  the  sides  of  the  trees,  J 
or  flying  from  one  tree  to  another.  When  on 
the  wing  you  might  hear  its  M  cut,  cut,  cut-up  !" 
at  a  great  distance.  It  has  also  gone  from 
among  us. 


The  wake-up,  or  brown  woodpecker.was  r,r.™ 
a  very  common  bird.  Its  notes  were  not  very 
musical,  yet  they  were  somewhat  animating, 
when  calling  on  us  to  "  wake  up  !"  This  bird 
has  latterly  been  very  seldom  seen  or  heard. 

The  red  headed  woodpecker  was  one  of  o:r 
most  common  birds,  and  his  company  was  very 
agreeable.  We  liked  to  hear  his  *'  cheer !  cheer  !'' 
and  his  noise  in  drumming  on  the  dry  trees  in 
the  winter  was  any  thing  but  unpleasant  :  but 
he  is  rarely  seen  now. 

The  night  hawk,  too,  was  very  frequently 
seen  then.  It  was  very  amusing  to  witness  his 
manoeuvres,  and  hear  his  " creak!  creak!''  in 
the  evening. 

These  original  inhabitants  of  our  forests,  and 
many  others  not  mentioned  in  this  article,  have 
deserted,  in  good  part,  our  fieldg,  forests  ar.d 
orchards.  All  the  most  prominent  singing  1  ir  ia 
are  gone,  and  those  which  are  left  supply  their 
place  but  poorly.  Now  our  forests  are  still  and 
gloomy,  even  during  that  season  of  the  year  in 
which  the  bird3  were  most  animated  former]-.-1 

These  observations  by  Mr.  Churchill,  which 
I  have  slightly  altered,  were  published  in  the 
Rutland  Herald,  and  answered  in  the  sarue 
paper,  by  Zadoc  Thompson,  as  follows : 

Mb.  Editor  :  In  the  Herald  of  the  9th  inst, 
I  read  with  much  interest,  and  not  a  little  sym- 
pathy, the  lament  of  your  venerable  correspond- 
ent, for  the  disappearance  from  our  midst  of  so 
many  of  our  birds.  Although,  I  cannot  claim  a 
residence  of  an  equal  number  of  years  iu  the 
land,  I  hare  lived  long  enough  to  bear  testimony 
to  the  general  truth  of  his  statements.  Indeed 
it  cannot  be  disputed  that  several  species  of 
birds,  which  were  quite  common  in  earlv  times, 
are  now  seldom,  if  ever,  seen  or  heard.  Like 
the  aboriginal  bipeds  without  feathers,  they  have 
vanished  before  the  advance  of  the  white  men, 
and  some  of  them  like  the  poor  Indian,  are  prob- 
ably destined  to  utter  extermination.  Witness 
the  wild  turkey— once  found  in  Vermont — once 
numerous  in  "Western  New  York — and  where 
is  it  now?  Retiring  with  the  Buffalo  and  the 
Indian  before  the  steady  march  of  civilized  set- 
tlement;  all  the  three  diminishing  in  numbers, 
and  at  a  rapidity,  too.  which  will  soon  render  it 
necessary  to  speak  of  them  as  beings  which  were, 
but  now  are  not 

When  any  species  of  birds  has  wholly  forsaken 
us,  or  become  less  common  than  formerly,  there 
is  not  usually  much  difficulty  in  assigning  the 
cause.  Birds  will  resort  to  such  phices  as  will 
afford  them  the  best  supply  of  food,  the  best  pro- 
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tection,  and  the  best  accommodations  for  rear- 
ing their  young  ;  and  when  the  clearing  and  set- 
tlement of  a  neighborhood  deprives  them  of 
these,  they  will  seek  them  in  other  places  As 
the  home  of  some  birds  is  forest,  and  that  of  oth- 
ers the  cultivated  fields,  the  change  of  a  country 
from  one  condition  to  the  other  will  naturally 
lead  to  a  change  of  the  feathered  inhabitants; 
and  very  much  of  the  change,  witnessed  in  Ver- 
mont, is  owing  to  this  cause. 

Some  birds  seem  to  regard  man  as  a  friend,  and 
therefore  seek  his  society  and  protection.  How 
familiar,  in  early  times,  did  the  robin  sing  and 
twitter  around  his  dwelling,  and  build  her  nest, 
and  rear  her  young  upon  the  projecting  timbers 
of  his  log-house  and  upon  the  beams  of  his  open 
barn  1  The  robin  then  put  confidence  in  man. 
But  that  confidence  has  since  been  betrayed ; 
and  can  we  wonder  that  these  bird3  now  avoid 
those  dwelling-places,  where  they  are  made  the 
prey  of  swarms  of  domestic  cats,  where  their 
eggs  and  young  are  made  the  playthings  of  un- 
feeling urchins,  and  themselves  are  cruelly  shot, 
as  a  matter  of  sport,  by  grown-up  boys?  Let 
more  trees  be  planted  along  the  roadsides  and 
around  our  buildings ;  let  the  lazy  sportsman  lay 
aside  his  gun;  and  let  the  children  and  cats  be 
restrained;  and  the  cheerful  notes  of  the  robin, 
perched  on  the  top  of  the  elm  over  the  gate,  shall 
again  welcome  the  day-dawn,  and  cheer  the  in- 
mates of  our  dwellings  as  in  days  of  yore. 

The  black  woodcock  and  the  red-headed  wood- 
pecker, whose  departure  your  correspondent 
particularizes,  have  doubtless  left  us,  for  the  want 
of  proper  food  and  shelter.  Both  these  species 
rear  their  young  in  old  trees,  and  live  upon  ants 
and  the  larvae  of  beetles  found  under  the  bark 
and  in  the  rotten  wood  of  the  same ;  and  since 
the  old  trees  of  our  forests  have  been  mostly  re- 
moved or  burned  up,  these  woodpeckers  have 
been  obliged  to  seek  food  and  shelter  elsewhere. 
Some  of  the  birds,  which  disappeared  from  the 
neighborhood  of  your  correspondent,  may  not 
have  done  go  from  other  sections  of  the  State. 
One  of  these,  the  golden  robin  or  Baltimore  ori- 
ole, is  certainly  more  common  in  this  part  of  the 
State  than  it  was  thirty  years  ago.  But  we  have 
little  reason  to  be  pleased  that  it  is  so,  since  he 
is  one  of  the  greatest  burglars  of  the  feathered 
race,  destroying  the  eggs  of  the  robin,  the  social 
sparrow,  and  the  summer  warbler;  and  vicing 
with  the  cats  and  naughty  children  in  their  en- 
deavors to  deprive  our  villages  of  the  presence 
of  these  agreeable  songsters.  Nor  is  this  all ; 
they  are  very  sure  to  appropriate  to  their  own 
use  our  early  peas,  by  opening  the  pods  longi- 


tudinally ;  and  in  their  coarse,  noisy  song  there 
is  no  note  which  can  serve  to  redeem  their  char- 
acter. 

While  some  birds  have  left  us  which  were 
formerly  common,  others  have  taken  their  pla- 
ces, which  were  then  entirely  unknown.  I  can- 
not learn,  for  example,  that  the  cliff  swallow, 
Ilirundo  fulva,  was  ever  seen  in  Vermont  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1818.  It  now  builds  its  nests 
by  hundreds  together,  under  the  eaves  of  bams 
in  various  parts  of  the  State. 

Several  other  cases  might  be  mentioned  where 
some  speices  of  birds  have  diminished  and  others 
increased  in  the  same  neighborhood,  since  the 
settlement  of  the  country  was  commenced  ;  but 
I  have  not  time  to  pursue  the  subject. 

BuPwLiNGTOX,  March  14,  1855.  Z.T. 

RUNNING  THE  LINES. 

The  year  1837  is  yet  remembered  by  many, 
from  the  events  associated  with  the  Canadian 
revolt.    Many  in  the  States,  impelled  by  a  sym- 
pathy with,  or  a  love  of  adventure,  espoused 
j  the  cause  of  the  provincials.    Among  the  lat- 
I  ter  were  Sam  Stone  and  Amasa  Jordan.  Going 
I  to  Canada,  they  obtained  commissions  in  the 
j  rebel  service,  to  raise  troops  in  the  States,  to 
j  which  they  now  proposed  to  return.  Arriving 
J  at  the  guard-house  near  the  frontier,  which  was 
everywhere  strictly  guarded,  and  uuable  to 
give  any  satisfactory  account  of  themselves, 
their  purposes  and  intentions,  they  were  for- 
bidden to  proceed.    They  now  went  to  Mon- 
treal, where,  passing  under  assumed  names, 
they  met  an  old  acquaintance  from  Vermont, 
named  Proctor — a  shrewd  genius  who  drove  a 
|  stage  from  some  point  in  Canada  to  the  States. 
!  He,  ignorant  of  their  character,  accosted  Jor- 
i  dan  at  a  hotel;  but  soon  discovered  the  mistake 
I  in  regard  to  his  identity.  This  excited  the  su3- 
j  picions  of  the  police  in  regard  to  our  adventur- 
j  ers,  who,  by  the  assistance  of  Proctor,  formed 
a  plan  of  escape  by  4"  running  the  Lines.''  It 
being  agreed  that  they  should  come  down  in 
an  empty  stage,  they  were  informed,  on  one 
of  the  coldest  days  of  winter,  that  an  oppor- 
tunity now  presented  itself  which  might  not 
soon  occur  again. 

They  prepared  to  risk  the  attempt.  It  was 
early  in  the  morning  when  they  set  out,  and 
again  approaching  the  guard-hou^e.  which 
was  some  rods  distant  from  the  highway,  they 
were  ordered  to  halt  by  two  armed  soldiers  on 
duty,  who  had  been  oruered  by  the  command- 
ant of  the  post,  who  was  absent,  to  arrest  two 
persons  answering  the  description  of  our  ad- 
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venturers.  A  parley  eusued,  and  I  believe 
Jordan  got  out  of  the  stage.  Stone  demurred, 
affecting  lameness  :  be  at  last  came  out  on  the 
side  of  the  stage;  while  he  clurg  to  the  top 
with  his  hand?,  one  of  the  soldiers  came  near. 
In  an  instant  Stone  threw  his  body  into  a  hor- 
izontal position,  striking  him  violently  iu  the 
face — while,  with  a  fierce  oath,  he  defied  the 
power  of  his  sovereign  Lady,  and  challenged 
all  her  minions  ;  the  soldier  fell  back  with  his 
jaw  broken — and  the  other  was  quickly  dis 
posed  of,  and  their  muskets  thrown  many  yards 
into  the  suow.  Proctor,  as  if  in  great  alarm, 
bawled  out,  "what  are  you  doing?"  and,  ap- 
plying the  whip,  started  off  at  a  furious  gallop, 
seeming  to  defy  the  attempts  of  our  adventurers 
to  overtake  him:  while,  as  if  deaf,  he  neither 
halted  nor  turned  his  head  at  the  call  of  eight 
or  tea  men  who  had  issued  from  the  guard- 
house, armed  with  knives,  to  take  the  part 
of  their  unfortunate  companions.  He  proceed- 
ed on  his  way  into  a  part  of  the  road  where, 
free  from  notice,  he  slackened  his  pace,  and  was 
at  length  overtaken  by  the  two  reckless  men, 
who,  faint  with  the  loss  of  blood,  leaped,  or 
rather  crawled  into  the  stacre.  Being  bold, 
athletic  men,  and  also  armed  with  knives,  they 
had  commenced  a  running  fight  with  their  pur- 
suers, who,  as  they  approached,  quickly  repent- 
ed their  temerity.  Stone,  who  was  a  specimen 
of  a  bnll-dog,  with  the  agility  of  a  panther, 
escaped  with  a  trifling  wound  on  his  thigh.  To 
him  Jordon.  (wrho  was  liierally  cut  in  pieces,) 
owed  his  life,  after  fighting  as  stoutly,  but  per- 
haps not  as  skilfully,  as  Stone,  who  was  by 
profession  a  boxer.  Having  baffled  their  as- 
sailants, they  were  soon  conveyed  to  a  place 
of  safety  by  Proctor,  whose  linen  was  soon 
brought  into  requisition. 

Proctor  returning  the  next  day,  found  the 
occupants  of  the  guard  house  in  no  enviable 
mood,  and  all  more  or  less  smarting  from  their 
discomfiture,  easing  their  pain  by  cursing  the 
Yankees.  They  seemed  quite  unconscious  of 
the  trick  he  had  played  them,  for,  said  they, 

you  did  not  hear" 

The  above  narrative  I  have  given  in  nearly 
the  words  of  the  stnge-driver,  by  whom  it  was 
related  to  me  many  years  ago.  On  reaching 
Hubbardton,  Jordan,  for  some  weeks,  was  se- 
clued  from  observation,  under  the  care  of  Dr. 

H  .     He  carried  on  for  some  years,  the 

business  of  a  tanner  in  this  town,  and  after- 
ward removed  to  Michigan,  where  he  was  acci- 
dentally shot  by  his  son,  while  iiunting  deer, 
in  the  year  1849. 


THE  WELL  STORY. 

In  the  western  part  of  the  town  is  an  old  vrell, 
to  which  an  odd  sort  of  interest  was  ouce  attach- 
ed, and  which,  of  all  its  surroundings,  remains 
a  solitary  memorial  of  one  of  it3  former  proprie- 
tors, "  Uncle  A,'' a  methodist  class-leader,  much 
noted  for  "  singing  paslms  and  praying  prayers," 
an  easy-going  and  rather  estimible  man,  who 
managed  by,  now  and  then  "  makiug  a  turn,"  to 
bring  both  ends  of  the  year  together,  and  other- 
wise than  as  aforesaid,  little  remarkable,  except 
that  by  some  worldly  minded,  censorious  people, 
he  was  thought  rather  neglectful  of  his  wayside 
duties,  while  traveling  towards  the  Christian's 
Rest. 

Of  the  truth  of  the  imputation  it  is  not  my 
purpose,  to  here  decide  ;  deeming  it  the  duty  of 
a  faithful  narrator,  while  leaving  nothing  at  the 
bottom  of  the  inkhorn,  to  prompt  those  curious 
in  such  matters  to  deduce  their  own  conclusions 
from  the  following;  while  I  might  venture  to 
affirm  while  setting  down  nought  in  favor  or 
malice,  that  public  opinion  ran  somewhat  against 
him  on  that  score. 

One  morning  in  late  autumn,  and  almost  be- 
fore the  grey  and  uncertain  light  of  the  misty 
dawn,  he  was  aroused  from  his  quiet  repose  by 
his  "  restless  rib,"  with  the  information,  gratis, 
that  it  was  time  to  get  up  and  proceed  with  the 
labors  of  the  day — which  happened  to  be  mak- 
ingcider,  with  the  assistance  of  a  halfblind  horse, 
which  he  was  wont  to  turn  loose  in  the  meadow 
to  graze  when  its  work  was  done,  near  the  well 
above  mentioned,  to  which  he  now  groped  his 
way  to  procure  some  water  for  the  kitchen.  It 
was  some  10  feet  in  depth,  and  was  once  sup- 
plied with  a  curb  and  the  old  fashioned  sweep, 
which  had  in  the  course  of  years  passed  away 
or  fallen  into  disuse  as  an  unnecessary  append- 
age; the  water  being  drawn  by  lifting  it  out 
with  a  pole.  Arriving  there,  perhaps  half  awake 
he  drew  his  hands  from  his  pockets,  their  usual 
resting  place,  rubbing  his  eyes  as  his  faculties 
were  stimulated  by  what  "He  saw  there,"hasti- 
ly  ejaculating  an  energetic,  blasted  "plague  on 
the  eternal  luck  !"  he  jogged  off  to  the  house  of 
a  neighbor,  not  then  up,  for  help  to  remove  the 
obstruction,  which  was  safely  done  by  th<dr  joint 
contrivance,  or  ingenuity  and  secrecy  enjoined. 
He  would  not  have  had  Manila  know  it  for  half 
the  world,  or  at  least  not  for  a  considerable 
part:  which,  I  not  being  there  to  assist,  I  believe 
she  never  did.    **  Peace  to  her  a-shes." 

There  were  some  shrewd  guesses  among  the 
boys,  but  no  definite  conclusion  ;    and  some 


HUBBARDTON. 


thought  a  curb  might  now  be  in  order,  but  un- 
cle A.  was  a  sort  of  philosopher  in  his  way  and, 
like  the  w  ise  and  wily  old  Greek,  who,  depart- 
ing on  his  travels,  being  importuned  by  his 
mother  to  first  take  a  wife,  replied  he  was  too 
young;  aud  having  returned  being  again  urged 
by  the  good  woman,  he  said  it  was  now  too 
late  ;  besides  a  curb  might  excite  suspicion,  A 
year  or  two  after  a  very  young  colt  in  capering 
about  the  spot  went  to  the  bottom  headlong. 
This  last  was  too  much  for  the  good  man's  pa- 
tience ;  his  faith  or  human  endurance  could 
stand  it  no  longer,  and  he  resolved,  as  an  oppor- 
tunity offered  in  a  few  days  after,  to  seek  a  less 
uulucky  place.  The  event  was  celebrated  by 
an  impertinent  youngster  in  some  doggerel,  of 
which  I  remember  but  the  following: 
"  Nor  thought  to  curb  the  fatal  briuk 

Where  the  blind  mare  went  down  to  drink  ; 

But  when  the  colt  went  tumbling  after, 

Some  thought  he  would  be  rather  smarter. 

He  declared,  he  said,  his  farm  he  would  sell; 

He  could  not  live  by  the  plaguey  Well." 

I  might  add,  in  extenuation  of  the  above, 
that  he  reared  a  large  family,  all  of  whom  were 
esteemed — and  some  of  them  very  wealthy 
people. 

THE  BUTTER  STORY. 

At  a  place  known  to  fame  as  the  Kingdom, 
David  Chamberlain,  a  clerk  in  Tlorton's  Store, 
the  shutters  of  which  he  was  closing  for  the 
night,  happened  to  detect  a  light  fingered  fellow 
quietly  secreting  a  nice  roll  of  butter  in  his  hat, 
and  instantly  hit  upon  a  mode  of  punishment, 
(dosing  the  door,  and  addressing  his  victim,  he 
said  "this  is  rather  a  cold  night  and  something 
to  take  would  do  us  good."  Although  disposed 
to  be  off.  the  idea  of  something  to  take  was  too 
much  for  the  resolution,  or  rather  prudence,  of 
the  petty  thief.  "Without  suspicion,  he  took  an 
offered  seat  near  the  stove,  which  the  clerk 
etuffed  with  wood,  after  giving  him  a  glass  of 
Btiff  West  India;  all  the  while  plying  him  with 
humorous  and  amusing  talk.  It  so  happened 
that  the  rogue  was  in  a  corner  crammed  with 
bales  and  boxes,  from  which  there  was  but  one 
place  of  egress — and  there  the  wily  Yankee  sat. 
"  I  believe.  I  must  be  going  "  said  Ladd,  for  that 
was  the  culprit's  name,  "  I  have  got  the  cows  to 
fodder  and  some  wood  to  split."  He  was  an- 
swered by  being  presented  with  two  glasses  of 
hot  rum  toddy,  the  very  sight  of  which  would 
have  made  the  hair  on  his  head  stand  on  end, 
had  it  not  been  well  greased  and  kept  down  bv 
the  butter:  "  I  will  give  you  a  toast  now,  and 
you  can  butter  it  yourself,"  said  the  clerk,  with 


an  air  of  such  consummate  simplicity.that  poor 
Ladd,  as  he  drank  it  all,  still  believed  himself 
unsuspected. 

"  Ladd  here  is  a  Christmas  goose  for  you,  (it 
was  about  Christmas  time)  well  roasted  and 
basted,  eh  ?  I  tell  you  it  is  the  neatest  thing  in 
creation,  and  don't  you  never  use  hog's  lurd  or 
common  cooking  batter  to  baste  it  with  ;  fresh 
pound  butter,  such  as  you  see  on  that  shelf,  is 
the  only  fit  thing  in  nature  to  baste  a  goose 
with.  Come,  take  your  butter,  I  mean  take 
your  toddy.  The  half  boozy  man  now  began  to 
smoke  as  well  as  to  melt,  and  was  silent  as  if 
born  dumb;  While,  as  he  freely  perspired,  the 
sweat  seemed  of  a  rich  yellow  hue  as  it  rolled 
down  his  face,  while  standing  bolt  upright,  with 
his  knees  almost  touching  the  red  hot  stove. 
"  Daruation  cold  night  this,"  said  Chamberlain, 
putting  some  more  wood  in  the  store.  "  Here 
let  me  take  your  hat  off."  "  No !"  exclaimed  the 
poor  fellow  at  last,  with  a  spasmodic  effort  to 
get  his  tongue  loose;  and,  clapping  both  hands 
on  his  hat,  "no  damn  you  let  me  gol  let  me 
out!  I  aint  well!  let  me  go!"  At  this  stage 
of  their  proceedings,  a  greasy  cataract  was  said 
to  have  poured  down  the  poor  man's  face,  and 
his  inveterate  tormentor  was  satisfied.  "  Well, 
good  night  if  you  must  go,"  said  the  humorous 
Vermonter :  "  aud,  neighbor,  as  I  reckon  the 
fun  I  have  had  out  of  you  is  worth  a  ninepence, 
I  shall  not  charge  you  for  that  pound  of  but- 
ter." 

APPLICATION. 

If  my  grandiloquent  countrymen  have  quail- 
ed  before  the  audacious  insolence  of  England, 
in  yielding  up  the  two  arch  traitors,  Mason  and 
Slidell,  without  meeting  the  grim  Lion,  with 
that  haughty  and  dignified  submission  in  which 
discomfited  Rome  opened  her  gates  to  the  con- 
quering Gauls,  or  that  spirit  of  stern  defiance 
with  which  they  were  met  by  Camillas,  amid 
the  burning  desolation  of  "the  eternal  city," 
the  writer  may  congratulate  them  on  having 
extricated  themselves  from  their  troubles,  upon 
principles  which,  if  not  truly  American  are  tru- 
ly yankeo.  If  they  have  slavery,  cowed  as  they 
are,  shown  little  of  the  Roman,  they  may  att  rib- 
ute it  to  their  superior  Christian  virtues  :  but  let 
me  assure  them  that  their  blazing  disgrace  will 
remain  until  rampant  John  Buil  shall  have  been 
subjected  to  a  similar  basting. 

ADDENDA  TO  BUBB A.RDTON'. 

I.  The  building  of  a  turnpike  from  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Hyde's  hotel  in  Sudbury  to  Castle- 
ton  and  continued  thence  by  another  company 
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through  Poultney,  opened  a  thoroughfare  over 
which  prior  to  the  building  of  the  Champlain 
canal,  a  large  amount  of  the  produce  of  north- 
era  Vermont  found  its  exit  to  Troy  and  thence 
to  New  York,  and  was  the  direct  stage  and 
mail  route  from  Troy  to  Burlington  ;  the  stages 
of  the  Messers.  liyde  at  one  time  making  the 
trip,  by  special  contract,  in  24  hours,  to  the  no 
email  wear  and  tear  of  horse  flesh. 

The  building  of  the  Rutland  and  Burlington 
R.  R.,  turned  all  travel  from  this  route,  and 
the  people  soon  found  themselves  isolated,  as 
it  were,  from  the  outside  world,  public  con- 
veyance, and  mail  facilities.  Three  post-offices, 
some  receiving  their  mail  but  once  a  week,  the 
expense  borne  in  good  part  by  private  subscrip 
tion  have  superseded  the  one  before,  kept,  time 
out  of  mind,  at  the  old  M  Dewey  Stand."  This 
place  was  first  opened  to  the  public  by  Daniel 
Meeker,  Esq.,  and  was  long  remembered  after 
the  death  of  that  gentleman,  June  2d.  1821 
for  its  excellent  cuisine  and  hostelry  appoint- 
ments and  as  a  favorite  resort  of  tiie  travelling 
public.  He  was  succeeded  as  inn  keeper,  by 
his  son-in-law  Ebenezer  Dewey,  by  whom  the 
house  was  kept  open  until  18-48  when  he  em- 
igrated to  Michigan :  since  then  the  property 
has  changed  hands  often. 

II.  The  operation  of  the  non- intercourse  and 
embargo  laws,  prior  to  the  war  of  1812,  was 
offensive  to  the  feelings  and  private  interests  of 
many  of  the  people,  and  smuggling  became  a 
source  of  lucrative,  if  not  honorable  employ- 
ment to  many.  Bauds  of  these  men  were 
ready  to  offer  open  resistance  to  the  authorities, 
and  the  sympathies  of  the  people  were  often 
■with  these  men  in  their  acts  of  lawlessness, 
their  goods  were  thus  safely  stored  and  then 
distributed  by  their  agents  or  confederates  in 
the  interior.  Daniel  Meeker  who  in  a  different 
sense  from  that  meant  by  the  apostle  was  like 
mauy  of  his  calling,  "all  things  to  all  men,'*  is 
said  to  have  given  them  hi3  kindly  aid,  when  a 
deputy  officer  of  the  customs  was  stationed  at 
the  old  Hubbardton  toll-gate.  It  was  in  the 
winter  of  1810,  and  '11,  that  a  party  of  men  in 
three  loaded  sleighs,  presented  themselves  at 
the  gate  kept  by  a  young  man  Luce,  who  up- 
on receiving  his  toll,  threw  open  the  gate  which 
was  seized  and  was  being  closed  by  Walker 
Rutnsey,  officer  of  the  customs,  stationed  thare, 
who  demanded  to  examine  their  goods  or  pa- 
pers, when  a  club  from  one  of  the  party,  named 
Hawley,  was  thrown  at  Rumsey  with  deadly, 
but  uncertain  aim,  and  missing  its  object,  struck 
Luce  on  the  head,  causing  his  death  soon  after. 


The  party  then  drew  their  rifles  and  procee  .  -i 
to  Whitehall.    Hawley  was  subsequently  ar. 
rested  and  lodged  in  Rutland  jail,  from  v, 
he  was  forcibly  liberated,  nor  were  any  of  the 
party  ever  brought  to  justice. 

I1L  The  dissection  of  the  dead  to  prom 
the  arts  of  surgery  and  the  knowledge  of  ba- 
man  anatomy,  and  the  robbing  of  the  grave, 
their  sacred  resting  place,  is  in  the  first  in- 
stance, repulsive  to  all  feelings  of  human  sensi- 
bility and  decency ;  the  last,  a  harmless  off  use 
wheu  undiscovered,  is  properly  by  law  made 
an  act  of  felony.    The  depredations  of  the  stu- 
dents of  the  Medical  College  at  Castleton  on  the 
burying  grounds   convenient  for  the  purpose 
were  frequent  in  the  vicinity,  although  probab- 
ably  exaggerated,  and  were  stimulated  by  the 
faculty  of  that  institution  for   many  years. 
Some  40  years  since,  the  indignation  and  sus- 
picions of  the  people  were  thoroughly  roused. 
Two  students,  the  pupils  of  Dr.  Cooiey  in  .Ben- 
son, having  disinterred  and  stolen  the  corpse  of 
a  lady  in  Westhaven,  proceeded  to  a  secluded 
place  in  some  woods  where  potash  was  made, 
and  in  the  night  proceeded  to  boil  the  flesh 
from  the  bones;  the  lye  causing  the  eyes  to 
open  in  the  ghastly  light ;  and  the  baying  of 
dogs,  roused  by  the  scent,  frightened  them 
from  their  purpose,  so  that  they  fled  from  the 
spot  in,  terror,  leaving  the  proof  of  their  guilt, 
which  was  discovered  and  reinterred  a  few 
days  after.     The  graves  of  the  newly  buried 
were  now  guarded,  or  secretly  marked,  which 
last  measure  led  to  an  adventure  still  well  re- 
membered by  many  in  HuLbardton. 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Penfield  Churchill  dying, 
was  dug  up;  the  robbery  committed  on  Satur- 
day night,  was  discovered  on  Sunday  morning. 
A  large  party  was  secretly  organized,  and  w  :ri 
proper  authority,  and  the  sheriff.  Dan  Dyke  at 
their  head,  proceeded  to  Castleton  in  two  par- 
ties, by  two  different  roads,  intending  to  meet 
and  surround  the  college,  as  soon  as  the  stu- 
dents should  assemble  at  the  ringing  of  the 
bell,  on  Monday  morning,  and  have  their  work 
commenced.  The  plan  succeeded  ;  after  which 
the  students  and  the  faculty  now  alarmed,  they 
broke  into  the  dissecting  room  ;  traces  of  blood 
were  on  the  table,  but  nothing  more  was  to  be 
(found.  The  students  now  began  to  leave  the 
building.  Some  in  the  cloaks  of  tho-e  days 
were  narrowly  watched,  and  the  building  w.:3 
ransacked  from  t;»p  to  bottom,  and  the  stu  - 
returning,  aggravated  their  disappointment  by 
pretending  to  a>sist  in  the  search.  This  con- 
tinued the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  at  last 
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the  party  concluded  themselves  outwitted  and 
began  to  think  of  giving  up  the  search,  when 
one  of  them  happening  to  cast  his  eyes  up  to 
the  ceiling,  observed  some  nails  in  a  large 
board  partially  drawn  out  "  See"  said  he 
pointing  it  out  to  his  companions.  Finding 
means  to  reach  it,  the  board  was  removed  and 
behind  it  the  headless  trunk  of  a  female:  partly 
dissected  was  discovered.  Mr.  Churchill,  al- 
though recognizing  it  by  certain  marks,  as  the 
body  of  his  wife,  was  hesitating  to  take  it,  in- 
timidated by  the  threats  and  questionings  of 
the  students,  when  he  was  promptly  told  by 
Dyke,  if  he  was  satisfied  in  his  own  mind,  as 
to  the  idenity  of  the  body,  to  take  it,  as  in  law 
any  other  claimant  must  prove  whose  it  was 
and  also  their  right  to  it.  Unable  to  find  the 
head,  the  party  proceeded  home-wards  with 
the  body,  when  they  were  overtaken  by  a  citi- 
zen with  it,  he  having  found  it  in  his  hay-mow. 
It  appeared,  that  one  of  the  students  had  car- 
ried it  out  under  his  cloak  suspended  by  a 
string  hung  round  his  neck. 

IY.  It  being  the  custom  of  the  settlers  to 
girdle  all  trees  in  clearing  the  land,  over  18 
inches;  fires  were  frequent,  one  of  these  de- 
scribed by  an  old  resident,  originated  in  the 
north-east  of  Benson,  near  a  hamlet  known  as 
Banyall,  crept  over  the  hills  one  morning,  en- 
tering Hubbardton  on  the  lands  of  Timothy 
St.  John,  borne  through  the  dead  and  girdled 
hemlocks  by  a  stiff  breeze,  threatening  the  ea- 
tire  destruction  of  his  buildings  and  fences,  as 
well  as  those  of  nearly  the  whole  neighborhood. 

A  party  of  50  or  60  men  endeavored  to  stop 
its  progress  on  the  Marsh  pond  brook,  when  it 
was  discovered  some  rods  to  the  south.  To 
stop  it  was  impossible.  The  barn  and  build- 
ings of  Mr.  S.  were  saved  by  almost  superhu- 
man effort ;  but  the  fire  swept  on  and  by  4 
o'clock  in  the  P.  M.  had  reached  the  place  now 
known  as  West  Castleton,  some  4  or  5  miles 
from  its  starting  place. 

Y.  It  was  on  passing  by  a  burning  forest 
on  her  way  to  meeting  on  horse-back,  Sunday 
Aug.  25,  1799,  that  Sarah,  a  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Rumsey  was  instantly  killed  by  the  falling 
branch  of  a  burning  tree,  in  the  21st  year  of 
her  age.  The  event  was  long  remembered 
with  sad  interest  by  many;  while  a  real,  or  sup- 
posed appearance  of  blood  on  the  stone  where 
she  was  found,  was  an  object  of  curious  or 
superstitious  regard. 

METHODISTS  AT  HORTONVILLE. 

A  respectable  church  of  this  denomination 
was  formed  at  an  early  day  aud  continued  for 


many  years  supplied  with  ministers  by  the  Troy 
Conference,  the  last  of  whom  was  Rev.  Wm.  Bed- 
ell in  1849,  at  which  time  the  church  as  an  ac- 
tive organization  ceased,  and  is  with  the  names 
of  Rice  Rider,  Ayres  Ludlum  and  others  Al- 
tering there,  fast  passing  away  from  the  memo, 
ries  of  living  men.  Preaching  was  sometime 
after  supplied  in  the  place  by  the  Baptises  ar.d 
more  recently  by  the  Universalists,  which  be. .eg 
discontinued  in  turn,  it  has  been  for  some  years 
left  as  an  abandoned  field. 

Changes — Of  the  numerous  sects  dividing  the 
church  giving  to  modern  society  much  of  ihas 
little  variety  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  the  spires 
of  whose  churches  rising  in  emulative  pride 
beautify  and  adorn  our  cities  and  villages,  while 
casting  their  baneful  influence  on  the  weaker 
communities  of  the  rural  districts,  the  town  ba3 
had  a  sufficient  and  wearying  variety.  T\'e  have, 
however,  to  record  the  advent  of  Umversah-m 
wThich  was  first  preached  here  about  or  a  little 
before  the  year  1830,  essentially  char.2-.iig  tae 
religious  views  of  the  community  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. It  was  received  with  that  peculiar  hostil- 
ity which  it  every  where  encountered  from  the 
followers  of  every  other  form  of  belief  as  it  wa3 
supposed  to  strike  at  the  basis  of  all  true  theol- 
ogy; while  such  as  favored  the  system  were 
looked  upon  as  religious  if  not  moral  and  social 
outcasts,  and,  as  illustrating  the  character  acd 
feelings  of  the  people,  we  will  give  the  tohj—.ag 
incident. 

An  itinerant,  named  Holbrook,  of  this  denom- 
ination, holding  meetings  which  were  atteitiei 
by  a  respectable  number  of  people,  some  of  them 
members  of  the  Congregational  church,  few  or 
none  of  whom  were  acquainted  with  his  peculiar 
views,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  pastor  cf 
that  church  when  their  character  was  more  ftil- 
ly  explained.  A  meeting  was  held  in  w-hich  the 
delinquent  members  of  the  church  after  being 
properly  reprimanded  were  continued  in  fellow- 
ship after  acknowledging  contrition  for  a  Shalt, 
ignorantly  enough  committed — but  this  was  noL 
enough,  hero  as  in  most  other  communities  were 
a  large  number  of  no  settled  religious  views, 
but  men  of  sound  practical  common  serse  whose 
general  character  and  position  entitled  them  to 
respect,  and  these  were  not  amenable  to  their 
discipline.  The  pastor  holding  those  high  v  ews 
of  his  office  and  authority  once  common  t  the 
clergy  of  New  England,  thinking  to  do  t  -  .>  i- 
versary  some  harm  and  himself  w  ich  1.  n  >r, 
prepared  for  these  a  series  of  diseours ea  h  ^.  : 
suitable  for  the  occasion,  but  with  a  far  d  ff  -:ti 
result  from  which  he  anticipated.    Ihe  aee  i  o: 


772 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


Universalism  thus  fell  upon  ground  well  prepar- 
ed to  receive  it,  and  the  Rev.  Kittredge  Haven 
appearing  on  the  scene  about  this  time,  (1830) 
a  man  well  calculated  by  his  natural  and  acquir- 
od  abilities  to  lead  in  the  movement,  large  num- 
bers in  this  and  the  adjoining  towns  were  led  to 
favor  this  Lew  doctrine.  The  society  embraced 
perhaps  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hub. 
bardton  as  also  the  grater  portion  of  its  wealth. 
It  held  its  meetings  in  a  large  school-house  used 
also  as  a  town-hall  but  has  lately  by  the  never 
ceasing  changes  of  population  and  other  causes 
become  much  depressed. 

OF  THE  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 

there  were  several  not  heretofore  mentioned, 
who  settled  in  this  town  and  who  spent  the  latter 
part  of  their  lives  here  ;  their  names  so  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  were  John  Rum- 
sey,  served  7  year3,  Wm.  Rumsey,  Joseph  Jen- 
nings, died  in  1813,  Jonathan  Slason,  died 
1843  ;  Frederick  Dikeman,  Asahel  Wright 
I  believe  none  of  the  above  were  living  as  late 
as  1814. 

OF  THE  WAR  OF  1812 

were  Jabez  Jennbgs,  Don  Colton,  Timothy 
Rumsey,  killed  at  a  place  once  familiarly  known 
to  many  as  "the  stone  mills,"  Nathaniel 
Churchill.  Daniel  Bigelow,  Jonas  Partridge, 
Dea.  Elisha  Walker,  orderly  serg't,  Stephen 
Rumsey,  Lieut.,  Nathan  Rumsey,  Frederick 
Dikeman,  also,  who  died  May  17,  1848,  in  the 
88th  year  of  his  age,  enlisted  while  a  mere 
youth  and  served  through  the  war. 

EECORD  OF  THE  WAR  OF   THE  REBELLION  AND 
GENERAL  ACTION  OF  THE  PEOPLE. 

Enlisted  June  1861,  John  M.  Hall  private, 
Co.  B.  2d  Yt.,  discharged  after  3  years  service, 
during  the  two  last  of  which  he  held  a  ser 
geant's  warrant  Enlisted  June,  1861,  Silas 
Hart,  private,  Co.  B.  2d.  Yt;  takeu  prisoner 
at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  died  in  the 
Andersonville  prison,  Oct.  1864.  Enlisted 
March  5,  1862,  Ezekiel  H.  St.  John,  private, 
Co.  B.  2d,  Yt.;  mustered  in  June  20th,  at 
Golden's  Hill  before  Richmond,  discharged  the 
eame  year,  Nov.  30,  from  the  ranks  in  which 
he  had  served  from  date  of  muster,  as  unfit  for 
service,  from  general  debility,  near  Stafford 
Court  House,  Ya.  Enlisted  Dec.  16,  '01,  Joseph 
Howard,  private,  aged  18,  2d,  Yt.  Battery,  re- 
inlisted  Feb.  '64  and  died  at  Port  Hudson  La., 
Apr.  12,  '64. 

Of  volunteers  enlisting  under  the  President's 
call  for  300,000  in  1862,  July,  19  in  number 


received  $  100  each  paid  by  the  citizens  by 
voluntary  contribution.  John  P.  Barber,  Al- 
bert B.  HalL  Charles  K.  Root,  Daniel  Holmes, 
Charles  Manly,  Nathaniel  A.  Kilborn,  J  im<  i 
Morigan,  Wm.  P.  Perry.  Sfillman  S.  Perkins, 
James  Perkins,  Duane  Smith,  Charl  s  \V<  stcor, 
Louis  N.  Crone,  (died  of  disease  a  few  dnj3 
after  expiration  of  term  of  enlistment).  These 
were  all  nine  months  men  and  enh.s'ed  in  the 
14th  regiment,  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
two  last,  in  Capt.  Joseph  Jennings'  company, 
who  lately  a  citizen  of  the  place,  had  been 
chosen  to  take  the  command  of  a  company 
raised  in  Castleton,  of  whom  it  has  been  said 
he  distinguished  himself  for  intrepid  and  soldier- 
like conduct  at  Gettysburg!!. 

THREE  YEARS  JIEN. 

Zebulon  Good,  Charles  Blackmer,  Co.  II., 
5th  Yt.  discharged  a  few  months  after,  re-en- 
listed in  the  summer  of  1864,  in  the  2d,  Yt 
Battery,  receiving  $  100  additional  bounty 
from  the  town.  James  Gibbs,  Co.  H.,  5th  Yt, 
served  the  term  of  enlistment  and  Allen  Hol- 
man  and  Jacob  Hall  died  July  11th,  1865, 
11th  Yt. 

Drafted  in  1863,  and  paid  commutation. 
Wm.  Balis,  Sumner  Jennings,  Zimri  Howard, 
Samuel  St  John,  Chandler  Gibbs,  excused 
from  unfitness  ;  two  entered  the  service,  none 
volunteered,  in  1863,  Aug.  John  Thomas*, 
killed,  record  unknown. 

Enlisted  under  the  next  subsequent  call  for 
volunteers  and  received  8  500  town  bounty  in 
Dec.  1863.  2d,  Vt.  Battery,  Harrison  Conger,* 
John  Howard,*  John  Roberts,  Franklin  Black- 
mer, 2d,  Vt.  Battery,  Cortes  Gibbs,  2d,  Yt. 
Battery,  discharged  the  following  May  or  June. 
In  March  1864,  Charles  K  Root,  a  nine  mouths 
man  re-enliated  and  died  Aug.  28,  1864,  boun- 
ty $  200.  At  the  same  time  and  in  the  same 
regiment,  Albert  Leo  *  bounty  $  200,  7  th  Yt. 
Enlisted  Aug.  1864,  Edward  Bird,  Co.  D., 
5th  Vt.,  bounty  $500.  Enlisted  Aug.  1S61, 
Warren  B.  Yarney,  7th  or  8th  Yt.,  bounty 
$  500,  died  at  the  close  of  the  war  from  diar- 
rhea. Enlisted  Aug.  1864,  Henry  Yarney,  7th 
or  8th  Yt.,  bounty  $500.  Enlisted  March 
1865,  James  Crowe,  Co.  D.  5th  Yt.,  bounty 
$500.  Enlisted  March  1S65,  Ceylon  Petty, 
regiment  unknown,  bounty  $  5u0.  One  uu- 
known,*  $  500. 

In  Sept.  1864,  II.  G.  Barber,  Daniel  Barker 
and  Francis  Gault  procured  each  three  substi- 

*  Those  starred  although  credited  to,  were  not  reat* 
i  dents  of  the  town. 
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tutes  at  an  expense  of  $  1450  each,  at  an  ex- 
pense to  the  town  of  $  2,700. 
Amount  paid  by  the  town  to  volun- 
teers, levied  by  tax,  $  6,000 
Amount  paid  by  voluntary  subscrip- 
tion,                                          $  1,900 

Total,  $  10,600 
Of  the  men  whose  names  I  have  here  given 
mostly  of  humble  origin  and  moving  in  the  low 
er  walks  of  life,  many  of  them  mere  youths, 
1  know  of  none  dishonorably  discharged,  of 
but  one  charged  with  desertion,  and  I  have 
made  inquiry,  and  he  was  restored  to  the  ranks 
under  extenuating  circumstances,  perhaps  not 
wholly  honorable,  but  without  abatement  of 
pay. 

Where  not  otherwise  indicated,  each  soldier 
served  the  term  of  enlistmeut. 

The  people  although  taking  a  deep  interest 
in  the  progress  of  the  war,  being  engaged  in 
the  quiet  pursuits  of  rural  life,  removed  from 
its  tumult  and  excitement,  had  volunteered 
but  sparingly,  when  the  disasters  of  the  Penin- 
eular  campaign  suddenly  aroused  alike  the  anx- 
iety and  indignation  of  the  country  ;  and  as  the 
old  brigade  on  the  heights  overlooking  the 
"White  Cak  swamp,  betook  themselves  to  their 
heels,  when  about  11  o'clock  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1862,  resting  from  a  night's  exhausting 
march,  they  were  suddenly  assailed  by  the  dis- 
charge of  an  hundred  guns  as  an  opening  sa- 
lute from  the  southern  artillery,  so  did  the 
president's  ensuing  proclamation  summoning 
300,000  men  to  arms,  spread  an  almost  equal 
terror  among  the  enrolled  militia  of  Vermont. 
True,  there  was  no  enemy  present  from  which 
to  hide,  but  that  many  were  seized  with  a  sort 
of  before  unknown  or  forgotten  maladies,  the 
numerous  certificates  of  disability  deposited  in 
the  town  clerks'  offices  sufficiently  testify. 
These  certificates  were  wholly  unauthorized 
and  were  obtained  from  accommodating  physi- 
cians who  found  the  fees  arising  from  this 
source  a  small  but  acceptable  item  in  their 
yearly  income,  and  were  made  subjects  of  poet- 
ic censure  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day.  A 
good  woman  remarked  that  the  men  were  fort- 
unate in  having  secured  their  wives,  for  no 
woman  would  in  the  future  risk  her  happiness 
with  any  such  weaklings  as  they  now  appeared 
to  be. 

Some  equally  patriotic,  but  more  crafty,  were 
willing  to  enter  the  service  of  the  good  old 
E  S.  and  such  where  opportunity  offered,  eu- 
gaged  in  the  mail  sorviee,  each  of  the  petty 


post-offices  receiving  and  making  room  by  the 
discharge  of  others  too  old  or  incapacitated 
to  serve  for  a  corporal's  guard  of  these  new 
functionaries.  But  time  and  reflection  brought 
back  the  self  respect  and  with  it  cue  courage 
of  the  people. 

In  Hubbardton,  at  a  meeting  held  for  the 
purpose  in  Aug.  1862,  $  2,b0*0  were  subscribed 
mostly  in  sums  of  S  100  each,  to  be  expended 
in  filling  up  the  quota  of  the  town;  18  young 
men  came  promptly  forward  and  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  generally  for  nine 
months,  each  receiving  $  100  as  bounty.  This 
was  the  first  and  only  general  turnout  from 
the  place  during  the  war. 

In  1863,  the  government  having  arranged 
the  preliminaries,  relied  upon  a  general  draft 
to  recruit  its  wasting  armies;  but  the  ex- 
emption provided  usually  known  as  the  $  300 
clause,  while  acceptable  to  such  friends  of  the 
government  as  confined  their  friendship  within 
the  bounds  of  passive  sympathy,  as  an  easy 
method  of  satisfying  the  claims  which  the  na- 
tion might  have  on  their  more  active  support, 
was  for  the  same  reason  no  less  acceptable  to 
its  enemies  at  home,  who  beside  seized  upon 
it  as  a  means  to  light  up  if  possible  yet  further, 
the  flames  of  civil  discord. 

As  a  war  measure  it  was  as  unlike  the  stern 
message  of  Saul  summoning  Israel  to  the  deliv- 
erance of  Jabesh  in  Gilead,  remembered  with 
heroic  gratitude  when  after  a  long  life  of  m  sfor- 
tune  his  kingly  power  was  broken  and  himself 
in  helpless  death  exposed  to  indecent  insult ;  or 
those  measures  by  which  in  1712  the  French  rol- 
led back  the  tide  of  invasion  from  their  country 
shaking  all  Europe  with  fierce  and  uncontrolla- 
ble energy  as  the  strait  forwardness  and  digni- 
fied simplicity  of  the  past  is  sometimes  found  re- 
moved from  the  special  finesse  of  the  present. 

In  its  operation  it  was  demoralizing  to  the 
public  sentiment  and  disliked  by  the  army.  In 
Vermont  it  would  have  been  found  neces-ary  to 
draft  the  whole  enrolled  millitia  before  a  num- 
ber sufficiently  poor  could  have  been  found  to 
meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  Thus  operat- 
ing as  a  tax  it  was  simply  unjust 

Meantime  the  nine  months  men  had  return- 
ed;  having  had  their  general  stolen  at  the  out- 
set as  much  to  their  chagrin  as  grief  they  had 
wiped  out  at  Getiy>burg  whatever  of  disgrace 
or  ridicule  had  attached  to  their  organization  in 
stcming  the  high  tide  of  the  rebellion  which 
there  culminated  in  Longstreot's  furious  onset. 
They  had  suffered  from  homesickness  a  disease, 
if  such  it  may  be  called,  which  without  any  up- 
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parent  cause  often  renders  the  soldier  unfit  for 
duty  and  is  peculiar  to  the  troops  of  New  Eng- 
land as  to  those  of  Switzerland,  and  were  now 
usually  content  to  rest  on  their  laurels  without 
imperiling  them  farther  on  the  uncertain  haz- 
ards of  war.  Volunteering  to  which  the  govern- 
ment now  had  recourse  had  almost  entirely  ceas- 
ed but  winch  to  stimulate  it  in  December  1863, 
proposed  to  revise  the  whole  conscription  act,  a 
measure  delayed  until  the  following  year  by  the 
prompt  but  novel  and  unprecedented  action  of 
£ne  people. 

Since  the  settlement  of  the  country,  bounties 
more  or  less  liberal  may  have  been  paid  to  those 
entering  the  military  service  in  times  of  public 
exigency,  either  by  public  or  private  munifi- 
ceuce.  But  a  high  public  spirit  or  perhaps  the 
general  poverty  had  made  them  moderate.  The 
rights  of  the  State  to  the  services  of  its  arms 
bearing  citizens  was  never  ignored  or  lost  sight 
of,  but  often  vigorously  enforced.  No  system 
had  hitherto  been  devised  to  screen  those  who 
from  various  circumstances  in  life  might  be  dis- 
inclined voluntarily  to  serve  their  country  in  its 
hour  of  need ;  or  who  from  their  wealth  or  social 
position  might  hesitate  to  sink  their  fortunes  in 
these  of  the  private  soldier  or  to  lure  with  mon- 
ey to  the  fields  of  pestilence  and  death  the  in- 
experienced children  of  eager  poverty  ;  who  ev- 
er bearing  the  burdens  of  the  world  upon  their 
shoulders  have  in  the  da^s  of  war  found  it  their 
peculiar  vocation  to  handle  the  sword  and  the 
gun. 

The  legislature  of  Termont  had  in  the  year 
1862,  authorized,  perhaps  unwittingly,  the  pay- 
ment by  the  towns  of  certain  bounties  paid  to 
the  nine  months  men  and  other  volunteers  of 
that  year,  which  had  at  the  time  been  paid  by 
•  private  individuals  and  legalized  the  future 
payment  of  others  in  the  future  as  necessity 
might  require  at  discretion,  which  act  virtually 
placed  the  entire  property  of  the  State  at  the 
disposal  of  an  irresponsible  portion  of  its  citi- 
zens, who  however  frugal  of  money  in  other 
respects,  were  now  disposed  to  use  it  without 
stint  or  scruple,  so  that  the  war  which  opened 
with  the  cry  of  the  last  dollar  and  the  last 
man,  now  seemed  likely  to  consume  the  last  of 
the  first,  ere  the  first  of  the  last  should  go. 

The  large  and  populous  town  of  Rutland 
with  a  quota  of  1S>,  had  fixed  the  price  of  vol- 
unteers at  $  500,  leaving  the  adjoining  towns 
to  submit  to  a  draft  or  follow  its  example, 
which  last  they  did.  Whether  the  sum  was 
too  large  or  too  small,  let  those  who  have  borno 


the  gun  and  knapsack  under  a  souti.e-ro  sky, 
well  as  those  who  paid  it,  reply.    But  its  • 
ciplo  was  unjust  and  it3  practice  dan.-:- 
while  it  may  be  urged  in  its  defence  t'..a:  •  > 
impress  into  the  service  the  yeomanry  of  •  > 
country,  would  have  been  a  serious  derange- 
ment to  its  general  business,  it  should  be  re- 
membered that  military  duty  was  a  debt  vrh'ch 
they  justly  owed,  and  which  others,  either  from 
patriotic  motives,  or  others  sufficient  to  them- 
selves and  acceptable  to  the  public,  had  volunta- 
rily assumed,  but  which  these  first  now  chose  to 
pay  by  adding  themselves  to  the  public  burirn. 

That  many  voting  their  money,  saw  with 
pleasure  a  part  ot  the  accumulating  and  hoarie  i 
wealth  of  the  country  pass  into  the  hands  of 
those  who  entered  the  southern  Golgotha  to 
maintain  the  indivisible  unity  of  the  repabhc 
may  be  true  ;  but  that  such  sentiments  did  not 
usually  prevail,  may  be  seen  from  the  record  of 
which  that  of  the  humble  town  we  have  been 
giving,  may  stand  as  a  general  exponen;  of  the 
rest. 

Some  may  have  looked  with  silent  or  half 
suppressed  scorn  on  the  unquestioning  patriot- 
ism that  now  had  the  direction  of  affairs  as  they 
saw  the  money  saved  by  virtue,  economy  or 
parsimony,  wasted  by  the  young  recruits  in  wan- 
ton ess  or  riot.     A  spirit  of  cheerfulness  verg- 
ing on  levity  seemed  to  pervade  all  classes 
I  and  conditions  of  life  which,  so  far  as  real,  often 
:  seems  odious  in  reference  to  the  stern  se-i-nc-s 
enacting,  and  never  had  the  votaries  of  pleasure 
I  pursued  it  with  greater  assiduity,  while  the 
j  conflict  seemed  to  reveal  alike  the  vices  an  i 
|  virtues  of  the  people  before  dormant,  and  in 
j  business, a  desire  for  speculation  fostered  by  the 
j  inflation  of  the  currency  prevailed. 
I     In  the  summer  of  1864,  the  exemption  clause 
j  in  the  conscription  act   being  repealed,  the 
I  heavy  call  for  volunteers  following  had  en- 
!  hanced  their  price  to  $  500  and  $  1000,  or  up- 
|  wards  for  one  and  three  years  men.    At  Hub- 
!  bardton  after  some  procrastination,  a  meeting 
was  held  in  August  to  raise  funds  to  fill  the 
j  quota  of  the  town,  in  which  a  resolution  was 
I  offered  from  an  obscure  quarter,  to  the  effect  that 
the  town  pay  to  each  person  not  exceeding  1*2 
(the  number  which  the  town  was  eventually 
called  on  to  furnish,  as  the  sequel  proved)  vol- 
unteering in  the  service,  furnishing  a  substitute 
or  representative  recruit,  and  each  dratted  per- 
son  for  one  year.  $  20o  or  $  300  for  two  or  three 
years. 

This  resolution  would  have  passed  un- 
noticed further  than  as  an  expression  of  send- 
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meat,  had  it  not  been  thought  to  embody  the 
views  of  some  of  the  selectmen  entrusted  with 
the  care  of  filling  the  quota,  and  as  it  had  a  de 
cided  squint  toward  throwing  the  responsibility 
of  paying  the  enormous  bounties  now  demanded 
by  the  scanty  few  willing  to  enlist  upon  the 
shoulders  of  those  with  whom  and  for  whose 
benefit  they  were  originated ;  it  being  the  de- 
sign of  the  mover  if  actuated  by  any  other  than 
that  of  mere  meddling,  to  induce  the  more  pub- 
lic spirited  and  wealthy,  or  perhaps  timid  to 
furnish  substitutes ;  and  after  separating  these 
from  the  majority,  as  the  war  progressed,  to 
compel  the  remaining  to  submit  to  the  consti 
tutional  requirements  of  the  government.  It 
was  therefore  peculiarly  offensive  to  many,  and 
to  none  more  than  to  a  certain  politic  deacon, 
not  unlike  one  of  Revolutionary  memory,  reveal- 
ed to  Matt  Lyon  in  the  wilds  of  Jericho,  who 
having  been  usually  counted  among  the  ex- 
empts, and  appreciating  the  comforts  of  home, 
now  found  himself  exposed  to  the  draft,  to  bis 
own  no  small  anxiety,  as  well  as  the  amuse- 
ment of  his  neighbors,  who  taking  up  the  reso- 
lution, dissected  it  in  detail,  remarking  that  the 
number  of  men  which  it  proposed  to  raise  were 
more  than  the  quota,  whde  the  means  were  pro- 
portionally inadequate,  upon  which  it  was  dis- 
missed, not  without  a  latent  suspicion  that  there 
was  a  bag  of  mischief  in  it. 

It  was  briefly  and  caustically  defended  by  its 
originator,  who  remarked  thau  he  offered  it  as  a 
war  measure  to  promote  the  best  interest  of 
the  town  from  which  no  one  had  enlisted  as  a 
three  years  man,  who  owned  an  acre  of  land 
or  a  sheep  withia  its  borders,  unless  it  were 
himself  for  which  he  might  be  excused,  as  he 
had  but  one  sheep  which  he  had  recently  found 
with  one  of  its  horns  broken  off. 

It  was  then  voted  that  the  selectmen  fill  the 
quota  of  6  at  whatever  cost,  and  to  assess  a  tax 
of  100  cents  on  the  dollar  to  meet  the  expense. 
After  the  meeting  adjourned,  a  general  ex 
change  of  views  was  made  by  several  persons, 
and  the  mover  of  the  resolution  encountering 
his  late  opponent,  the  deacon,  declared  his  in- 
tention of  entering  the  invalid  corps,  offering  for 
a  consideration  to  go  as  his  substitute  ;  to  this 
gross  affront  the  person  addressed,  replied  with 
unexpected  spirit,  that  if  he  was  obliged  to  pro- 
cure a  substitute,  he  would  have  a  man  for  the 
front  and  not  the  rear,  which  he  afterward 
with  two  others  accordingly  did,  the  selectmen 
obtaining  tho  balance  of  tho  quota  and  also 
filling  the  next  and  last  calL 


"EAELY  SOSE." 

As  the  fabled  palace  of  Aladdin  wa3  incom- 
plete  without  the  roc's  eg;r  on  the  summit  >fita 
dome,  so  would  our  annals  be  unfiuisi  ed  a 
out  some  account  of  "Early  Rose,'  the  ii  i  but 
not  the  least  of  modern  humbugs  for  whici  the 
place  has  been  recently  as  noted  as  tor  its  reg- 
ged  roughness,  and  which  since  tiie  Talipoaiaa- 
ia  of  Holland,  has  perhaps  seldom  been  sur- 
passed as  a  speculative  absurdity,  how  fortunes 
were  lost  that  were  never  made,  *:n.:  ._i 
space  alike  forbid.  But  we  may  ill  forbear  to 
mention  how  one  hill  of  tubers  (the  se-  i  :: 
which  purloined  from  a  neighbor's  garden;  real- 
ized to  the  lucky  someti:  ug  over 

$  700,  paying  off  a  mortage  debt— one  person 
taking  eight  potatoes,  giving  $  400  cash  bus  out- 
ting  his  seed  so  fine  it  never  grew.  How  an- 
other giving  $  25  for  a  tuber  which  might  h^re 
been  encircled  by  a  lady's  ring;  boiling  the 
entire  product  in  his  hand  a  year  after,  bestowed 
them  on  his  hog,  giving  them  as  they  wens  an 
Indian  curse;  how  one  half  bushel  ierivei 
from  some  uncertain  source,  realized  as  nnuor 
goes,  to  the  possessor  about  $  1,$0Q. 

How  Mr.  A.  in  his  peregrinations  over  the 
country  found  a  couple  of  tubers  of  some  un- 
known variety,  the  product  of  which  (one  peek) 
some  were  wdling  to  accept  as  the  my;nical 
No.  4  of  Bresees  in  their  eagerness  to  secure 
that  secret  to  wealth.  The  miller  agreeing  to 
furnish  him  with  flour  and  giving  him  $  5  ira 
money  for  one;  the  blacksmith  agreeing  to 
shoe  his  horse  3  years  for  another  Mr.  J.  .ii- 
ing  the  rest  to  scatter  through  Massaehusetta 
and  Maine.  Or  how  Mr.  Bresee  the  originator 
and  principal  proprietor  of  this  shadowy  wealth 
embraced  in  Nos.  1,  2,  4,  5  ic,  fast  railing  up 
his  treasures  against  all  prying  or  curious  eyes, 
left  them  in  the  care  of  his  sharper- w:::ed 
Argus  eyed  sister  to  defend  from  the  intrusion 
of  all  luckless  adventurers,  coming  from  places 
more  or  less  remote  to  buy  or  banter  at  Lis 
domicil,  or  'prospect'  on  the  adjacent  potato, 
fields,  each  of  whom  not  paying  his  $50  might 
say  almost  in  the  words  of  the  d-sc\j-s-.l~:e 
Englishman  in  an  old  ballad. 

She  kept  a  stir  iu  tower  an  1  trench 

That  boisterous  bawling  rvuttish  wench, 

Came  1  early  came  I  late, 

I  t'vund  black  Allies  ar  tli*  irate. 

And  lastly  how  this  king  of  potatoes  in  h.3 
great,  but  unintentional  mercy  on  mankind, 
turning  a  deaf  car  to  the  proposals  of  a.l  pur- 
chasers, sent  them  out  of  the  State — away  from 
thieves   and   thievery — sixty -seven  b^..v_s, 
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which  taking  what  an  article  may  bring  in 
money  as  Uie  measure  of  its  value,  were  worth 
about  $  18,000  or  $  20,000  to  be  increased  fifty 
or  an  hundred  fold  by  multiplying  the  seed  in 
another  crop.  Since  which  little  or  nothing 
has  been  heard  of  the  Xo.  4.  A  few  months 
6ince,  I  was  told  privately,  that  $  900  were  paid 
for  raising  the  crop  and  $  6-1  received  from  its 
product.  So  that  all  parties  interested  in  the 
above,  may  safely  conclude  they  are  non  est  as 
the  lawyers  say,  or  like  Tom  Jones'  coon,  of  un- 
happy memory,  some  where  safely  up  a  tree. 

The  following  lines  may  fittingly  close  our 
account  of  this  singular  mania. 

EARLY  ROSE  POTATOES. 

Written  and  sung  by  Mrs.  A.  E.  Stanley,  at  the  fes- 
tival at  Leicester,  November  24th. 

There  was  a  man  I  once  did  know, 

And  be  was  wondrous  wise, 
He  raised  potatoes  very  fine. 

And  dug  out  all  their  eyes; 
And  these  he  sold  lor  piles  of  gold, 

For  so  the  story  goes, 
fie  gave  a  blessing  on  them  all, 

And  called  them  "  Early  Rose." 
And  such  a  time  as  men  did  have 

To  watch  them  night  and  day, 
I  vow  !  betore  I'd  have  such  woik 

I'd  throw  myself  away. 

So  men,  they  traveled  day  and  night, 

Without  regard  to  health, 
To  beg  or  borrow,  buy  or  steal, 

This  secret  to  princely  wealth, 
And  very  lucky  was  that  chap, 

For  so  the  story  goes, 
Who  in  his  travels  could  obtain 

A  peck  of  "  Early  Rose." 
Oh  !  so  excited  did  men  get, 

They  worried  night  and  day 
I  vow !  before  I'd  have  such  work, 

I'd  throw  myself  away. 

Talk  to  a  man  of  "  blooded  sheep," 

Yon  tread  upon  his  toes; 
Now,  really,  friend,  'twill  do  for  yon, 

But  I  raise  "Early  Rose." 
u  What  if  your  plans  should  fail,"  I  said; 

"They  may,  dear  Sir,  who  knows? 
You  may  not  get  so  mighty  rich 

At  last,  an  yon  suppose." 
The  way  that  man  did  flounce  and  rave, 

It  was  a  grand  display ; 
I  really  feared,  in  spite  of  me 

He'd  throw  himself  away. 

One  man,  by  witchcraft  yet  unknown, 

Obtained  a  "  Number  Four," 
And  when  men  asked  to  see  tho  eight, 

He  pointed  to  the  door. 
1  feared  his  reason  was  nigh  fled, 

8o  wildly  glared  his  eyes; 
No  miser  ever  watched  his  gold 

With  vigilance  more  wise. 


And  such  a  time  as  that  man  had 

To  watch  both  night  and  day  ; 
I  awow  I  before  I'd  have  such  work, 

I'd  throw  myself  away. 

Soon  every  man  grew  wondrous  sly, 

And  thought  but  of  himself; 
Religion,  order,  law  and  right, 

Were  "  laid  upon  the  shelf." 
At  length  the  panic  grew  so  great 

That  all  were  bound  to  win; 
So,  deacons,  doctors,  priests  and  all, 

With  one  accord  "  pitched  in," 
And  such  a  time  you  never  saw 

On  earth,  by  night  or  day  ; 
I  golly  !  'twas  all  that  I  could  do 

To  keep  out  of  the  way. 

At  length  their  feeble,  faltering  steps 

Showed  labor  all  in  vain; 
The  Doctors  shook  their  heads, 

And  said :  " '  Potato  on  the  brain,' 
The  patient  must  be  quiet  kept,'' 

For  so  the  story  goes, 
,  "And  ne'er  allow  his  mind  to  dwell 

Again  on  '  Eai  ly  Rose.' " 
So  nicely  humbugged  folks  did  get, 

I  laughed  both  night  and  day, 
To  think  that  men  of  common  sense 

Should  throw  themselves  away! 

ECCLESIASTICAL  AND  RELIGIOUS 

For  this  chapter  we  are  chiefly  indebted  to 
our  aged  chronicler,  now  deceased,  whom  we 
copy  literally,  so  for  as  possible. 

The  first  ministers  of  the  Gospel  were  itinerants. 
In  May,  1784,  Mr.  Wood,  a  separate  preacher, 
visited  the  place  on  foot,  holding  meetings  in 
the  several  houses  of  the  place,  every  day  dur- 
ing the  two  weeks  that  he  stayed.  This  was 
the  first  preaching  in  town.  A  revival  f  llow- 
ed,  aud  meetings  were  now  regularly  kept  up, 
with  preaching  occasionally.  In  March,  1785, 
Elder  Joseph  Comal  of  Manchester,  came  here 
and  preached  a  number  of  times,  baptizing  9  per- 
sons, who,  with  three  others  who  were  members 
of  a  Baptist  church  in  Connecticut,  were  dtclar- 
ed  a  branch  of  the  Manchester  Church. 

The  next  May  Neliemiah  Dodge,  a  licentiate, 
was  engaged  to  preach  here  8  months.  The 
meetings  were  usually  held  in  a  log-barn,  with 
a  general  attendance  of  the  people. 

THE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

was  constituted  in  May,  178."),  by  Rev.  Eleazer 
Harwood  of  Pittsford,  consisting  of  11  persons. 
•r  Hiurches  met  together  for  some  years 
"  ient.    In  the  spring  of  17SG 
a  8cnw.-  built,  where  meetings  were 

held  until  December,  17S7,  when  the  people 
turned  out  and  built  a  log-  meeting-house,  large 
and  well  supplied  with  benches  and  seats  for 
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aingers  on  the  sides,  and  at  one  end  a  platform, 
with  a  sort  of  desk  for  the  preacher;  at  the  oth- 
er a  wide  stone  back  for  a  fire-place,  and  a  plast- 
ered chimney  of  sticks  to  carry  off  the  smoke. 
This  was  the  first  meeting-house  where  the  wor- 
ship of  God  was  regularly  attended,  and  whether 
they  had  preaching  or  not,  said  Mr  Churchill. 
The  people  felt  a  duty  and  obligation  resting 
upon  them  to  sustain  the  public  worship  of  God, 
by  prayer,  reading  the  Scriptures  or  exhortation. 
A  sermon  was  usually  read  with  singiug  in  the 
old  fashioned  way,  line  by  line,  when  books  were 
scarce  and  all  could  who  would  join  in  the  sa- 
cred songs. 

The  roads,  where  there  were  any,  were  new 
and  bad,  and  no  wagons,  for  summer,  nor  sleighs 
for  winter  were  yet  introduced  here. 

Men  and  and  boys  walked.  Sometimes  a  man 
and  wife  rode  together  on  horseback;  any  law- 
ful way  was  adopted  to  get  to  meeting  even  on 
an  ox  sled  or  tom-pung.  The  people  highly 
prized  the  privilege  of  meeting  together,  and 
family  worship  and  catechising  of  children  was 
regularly  attended  to.  The  Bible,  psalm  book 
and  catechism  formed  the  greater  part  of  their 
library  and  the  conversations  of  the  ministers, 
when  they  called,  was  mostly  on  things  spiritual 
and  divine. 

In  October  and  November,  previous  to  build- 
ing the  house  above  named,  there  had  been  a 
revival;  ten  uniting  with  the  Biptist  and  sev 
eral  with  the  Congregational  church.  Elder 
Joseph  t.ornal,  Thomas  Skeel  of  Ira,  Isaac  Beal 
of  Clarendon. and  Eleazer  Harwood,  of  Pittsfurd, 
visited  the  town  frequently,  holding  meetings 
daily  during  their  stay.  In  January,  1788,  the 
people  moved  Nathaniel  Culver  into  the  place, 
having  previously  built  for  him  a  log  house.  He 
had  settled  on  the  west  side  of  Castleton  Pond, 
far  away  from  any  inhabitants  and  was  there 
taken  down  with  rhumatism,  and  was  helples-s  for 
a  number  of  months.  As  soon  as  he  was  able 
they  gave  him  the  lead  of  their  meetings — licens- 
ing him  to  preach,  he  and  his  wife  uuiting 
with  the  Baptist  church,  making  2-4  members. 
They  now  had  regular  preaching  uutil  1796.* 

About  that  year,  a  town  house  was  built  near 
the  centre  of  the  town,  not  far  from,  and  south 
of  the  residence  of  the  late  Isaac  Russegue,  in 
which  the  Congregationalists  held  their  meet- 
ings until  IS  18. 

Their  first  setiled  minister  was  Ithamer  Hib- 
bard,  in  1708.  (His  Biography  is  given  else- 
where.)   lie  continued  until  his  death,  March 

*  Elder  Culver  preached  till  1872. 


j  2.  1802.  During  his  ministry  a  revival  oceured, 
|  long  remembered  as  iiibhard's  revival. 
|     Since  that  time  the  church  has  usually  mmn- 
I  tained  preaching  and  sustained  its  organization, 
J  but  sometimes  with  difficulty  for  some  years 
I  numbering  but  three  male  members.  Alter 
j  1802  the  pulpit  was  filled  until  1819,  by  Rev. 
I  John  Ransom,  and  Samuel  Cheever  for  t^e  great- 
er portion  of  the  time.    In  1818,  the  church  er- 
I  ected  a  meeting-house  some  thiee  fourths  of  a 
j  mile  from  the  present  building  on  the  road  to 
East  Hubbardton.    As  associated  with  the  dim 
recollections  of  my  earlier  childhood,  this  house 
with  its  interior  except  the  high  pulpit  opposite 
the  enterance  unpainted  its  large  galleries  ex- 
tending on  three  sides,  its  high  square  box  pews 
with  seats  on  each  side  and  the  stove  raised  on 
a  platform  even  with  the  top  of  the  pews  in  the 
centre  of  all  was,  to  my  opening  eyes,  a  sort  of 
architectural  wonder  as  it  would  be  to  many 
now. 

It  was  burnt  in  January,  1837.  The  only 
satisfuciory  explanation  of  the  occurrence  was 
that  given  by  a  little  imp  who  said  the  people 
need  not  puzzle  themselves  about  the  fire,  for 
his  uncle  Don  to  whom  the  attendance  at 
church  had  been  some  sort  of  annoyance,  had 
wished  it  burned  long  ago.  Certain  it  is  that 
the  person  named  lived  and  died  with  that  sus- 
picion resting  upon  him.  The  fire  when  dis- 
covered seemed  to  have  originated  and  was 
wholly  on  the  outside  of  the  building.  The 
present  house  was  built  in  1838.  I  here  ap- 
pend the  names  of  the  several  ministers  of  the 
church  and  time  of  service.  1819  to  1823, 
Sherman  Kellogg;  1823  to  122^,  no  settled 
pastor;  1828  to  1834,  Horatio  Flagg ;  '34  to 
'37,  no  settled  pastor.  In  that  year,  Win.  C. 
Dennison  a  young,  energetic  and  pious  man, 
came  and  was  settled  over  the  church. 

He  continued  until  the  close  of  the  year  1842. 
His  ministry  was  usually  acceplable.but  express- 
ing views  more  liberal  than  those  held  by  some 
of  the  more  influential  members  of  the  church  on 
some  abstruse  points  of  theology,  ditfon-nees 
arose  and  his  health  failing  he  sought  and  found 
a  more  congenial  settlement  in  the  fir  West  and 
the  prosperity  and  welfare  of  the  church  seemed 
to  depart  in  his  footsteps.  It  at  that  time  num- 
bered 100  or  more  members  and  continued  to 
maintain  the  form,  of  public  worship,  but  a  blight 
came,  I  know  not  why  it  came  but  it  came,  with- 
ering and  deadening.  A  Mr.  Cady  filled  the 
pulpit  for  a  few  months  aud  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  Stephen  "Williams — 1813  to  '40  ;  1S4G  Mr. 


77S 


VERMONT  HISTORICAL  MAGAZINE. 


Kent;  1847  to  '52  Samuel  Thrall;  1853  to  '55 
Rev.  Mr.  Swift;  1856  to  '60  Azariah  Hyde; 
1S62  to  't>4  Rev.  Mr.  Steele.  In  the  autumn  of 
that  year  Rev.  Calvin  Granger  was  settled  over 
the  church  and  continues  until  the  present  time 
(1870).  He  found  it  in  a  very  low  and  depress- 
ed state,  but  by  long,  faithful  and  persistent  la- 
bor and  outside  circumstances  favoring,  a  favor- 
able and  decided  change  has  occured  in  its  con- 
dition and  prospects.  The  society  now  sus- 
tains the  only  regular  meeting  in  the  town. 

THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

In  June,  179S,  Elder  Nathan  Dana  came  and 
was  settled  as  the  first  permanent  minister,  but 
Mr.  Hibbard  coming  about  the  same  time,  the 
two  churches  divided  the  ministerial  land  equit- 
ably, each  taking  a  lot.  The  Baptist  Society 
bought  a  firm  for  Elder  Dana,  costing  $  1000 
and  put  him  in  immediate  posession  on  coming 
into  the  place.  In  the  year  1800.  they  built  a 
frame-meeting-house  30  by  40  feet.  Elder  Da- 
na continued  until  1816,  with  the  exception  of 
one  year,  1808,  a  year  of  revival  in  which  the 
pulpit  was  tilled  by  Elder  Dyer  Stark. 

Since  that  time,  the  church  has  changed  min- 
isters often,  the  longest  term  of  any  prior  to  1 853, 
being  54  years.  In  1854,  tiie  meeting-house 
which  had  become  much  dilapidated  with  age, 
was  thoroughly  repaired  at  an  expense  of  $  850, 
by  the  contributions  of  a  few  individuals.  About 
the  same  time  or  a  little  earlier  elder  Barna  Al- 
len who  had  filled  the  pulpit  some  years  previ- 
ous, returned  aud  was  settled  over  the  church 
of  which  he  continued  in  charge  until  the  time 
of  his  death  November,  1867. 

He  was  a  man  of  limited  education  but  dur 
ing  the  more  than  thirty  years  of  his  ministerial 
labors,  protracted  considerably  beyond  the  allot- 
ted period  of  life,  he  often  in  adverse  circumstan- 
ces maintained  throughout,  the  character  of  an 
earnest,  pious  and  consistent  believer  of  the  re- 
ligion he  preached.  Since  his  death  the  church 
has  been  destitute  of  any  pastor.  Previous  to 
March,  1855,  it  had  received  into  fellowship  385 
members  ;  present  number  50  and  very  much 
scattered.  It  has  produced  two  elders,  licensed 
two  others,  ordained  four  and  had  at  that  time 
a  Missionary,  Bible,  Tract  and  Sabbath  school  so 
ciety,  and  had  uniformly  represented  itself  in  the 
Association.  But  it  never  was  large,  numbering 
at  no  time  more  than  100  merabors. 

"  The  changes  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
vicinity  for  many  years  have  been  uniformly 
to  its  disadvantage,  and  now  but  few  take  an 
interest  in  its  welfare  : 


Tiie  children  have  loft  the  place  almost  by 
colonies,  the  fathers  and  mothers  have  gone  the 
way  of  all  the  earth,  and  the  ways  of  their  Z;oa 
mourn." 

MY  ROSE  FOR  THEE. 

BY  NANCIE  W.  BARBER. 

I  plucked  a  beauteous  rose, 

From  off  its  parent  tree, 
And  treasured  it  with  miser  care, 

Dear  Harriet,  for  thee. 

Its  blushes  and  perfume 

To  me  were  passing  fair, 
And  often  with  delight  1  gazed 

Upon  its  beauty  rare. 

Methought  'twould  give  delight 

To  her  I  love  so  well, 
And  in  her  sad  and  lonely  hour 

A  tale  of  friendship  tell. 

But  Ah  !  the  flower  was  changed— 

My  pleasant  hopes  decayed  ; 
A  blight  crept  o'er  the  lovely  leaves  — 

My  cherished  rose  was  dead  I 

In  sorrow  there  I  saw 

Our  own  sad  picture  drawn  ; 
'Tis  but  a  train  of  hopes  and  fears, 

And  human  life  is  gone. 
East  Hubbardton. 


IRA. 

A  post  town  in  the  central  part  of  Rutland 
County,  is  in  iat.  43°  33',  and  Ions'.  3°  55/, 
and  is  bounded  east  by  Rutland  and  Claren- 
don, south  by  Tinmouth,  south-west  by  Mid- 
dletown,  and  west  by  Poultney  and  Castleton. 
It  is  of  a  triangular  form,  running  to  a  point 
towards  the  north.  This  township  is  consid- 
erably mountainous.  Bird's  Mountain  in 
the  north  part  is  high  and  abrupt.  Ira 
brook  rises  in  the  south  part,  runs  north- 
easterly and  joins  Furnace  brook  in  Claren- 
don. Castleton  river  crosses  the  township 
in  a  westerly  direction.  Mill  privileges  not 
very  good.  There  are  in  town  two  saw-mills 
and  one  tavern;  population,  430. —  Thomp- 
son's Gazetteer,  184-. 

RECORDS  FROM  THE  TOWN  CLERK. 

Miss.  Hemenway.  —  I  forward  you  some 
minutes  I  had  taken  from  the  records  in  my 
olHce,  by  request  of  Elijah  Ross,  who  wrote 
me  that  ho  would  be  at  my  house  at  such  a 
date  and  that  was  the  last  I  heard  from  him 
on  the  subject.  * 

Bradley  Fish. 

♦As  early  as  1862,  we,  with  Miss  Fanny  Ciark,  cnr 
lady  assistant  at  Middlotown,  visited  Mr.  Ross,  at  his 
home  in  Mhldletowu  village,  who  had  expressed  himself 
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The  town  was  organized  May  31st.  1779. 
Isaac  Clark  first  town  clerk. 

TOWN  CLERKS. 

May  31,  1779,  Isaac  Clark, 

March  30,  A.  D.  1780,  Joseph  Wood, 

"     15,  1781,  George  Sherman, 

M     24,  17S8,  John  Baker, 

"     8,  1792,  Cephas  Carpenter, 
March  A.  D.  1S01,  George  Sherman, 

"       "    1802,  Cephas  Carpenter, 

"     2,  1819,  Preserved  Fish, 

"     7,  1820,  John  Mason. 

"     ,1  1821,  Preserved  Fish, 

"     11,  1823,  John  Mason, 
June  4,  1S61,  John  Mason,  deceased,  Brad- 
ley Fish,  the  present  town  clerk,  was  elected. 

Cephas  Carpenter  held  the  office  25  years  ; 
John  Mason  39  years. 

THE  FIRST  RECORD*  IN  BOOK  FIRST  OF  THE 
TOWN  OF  IRA. 

7th  -October,  1779.  The  District  of  Ira 
Dr.  To  Isaac  Clark  for  the  purchase  of  this 
book  Nine  Shillings  the  old  way,  the  one 
half  of  which  is  paid  by  Capt.  Thomas  Col- 
lins and  Company  in  the  south  part  of  the 
town. 

"District  of  Ira,  May  20th,  1779,"  (is  the 
date  of  the  first  warning  for  a  town  meeting 
on  record  ) 

Ira  May  31st.,  A.  D.  1779.  Being  met  ac- 
cording to  the  above  warning,  which  was 
read  and  the  meeting  opened  according  to 
Law,  firstly,  voted  Mr.  George  Sherman  serve 
as  Moderator  for  the  present  meeting.  2d. 
voted,  Isaac  Clark  be  the  Town  Clerk.  3dly, 
vote!  that  Nathaniel  Mallory  shall  be  the 
Constable  of  this  Town  for  the  Ensuing 
year.  4thly,  voted  that  Nathan  Lee,  Amos 
Herrick  and  Isaac  Clark  be  the  selectmen 
this  year. 

At  the  time  that  the  Freeman's  oath  was 
administered  by  the  town  clerk,  Isaac  Clark, 

as  willing  to  prepare  the  history  of  Ira,  his  native  town, 
if  requested  by  us.  He  had  the  numbers  of  the  work 
— four  to  six — at  this  time  issued — the  means  at  least 
of  knowing  pretty  well  beforehand  what  was  required, 
and  moreover,  we  talked  over  what  was  wanted,  and  he 
engaged  to  contribute  the  history  of  Ira  for  the  work 
by  the  time  we  should  require  it.  As  we  never  heard 
any  thing  from  him  to  the  contrary,  and  he  accepted 
as  issued  from  time  to  time,  a  free  copy  as  town  hist>- 
rian,  we  depended  upon  him,  as  we  supposed  we  could 
without  any  question,  till  a  few  mouths  since,  and  too 
late  to  procure  another  man  to  give  a  more  complete 
history  for  our  present  issue.  This  town  is  simply  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Ross,  above  named  that  she  has  no  bet- 
ter history  in  this  volume.  We  can,  however,  in  Vol. 
IV.,  find  place  for  everything  of  interest  or  importance 
that  may  yet  be  furnished.  Ed. 

•  There  are  throe  copies  of  tho  records.    B.  FI3H. 


this  town  extended  over  about  one  third  of 
the  present  town  of  Middletown,  which  was 
afterwards  set  off  to  said  town.* 

The  names  of  those  that  took  the  freeman's 
oath  on  the  31st.  of  May,  1779,  administered 
by  the  town-clerk  are:  Isaac  Clark,  Georgo 
Sherman,  jr.,  Nathan  Lee,  Nathaniel  Mai- 
lory,  Cyrus  Clark,  Solomon  Wilds,  Anioa 
Herrick,  Nathan  Walton.  Benjamin  Richard- 
son, David  Adams,  Benjamin  Bagley,  jr., 
Cephas  Carpenter,  John  Collins,  Thomas  Col- 
lins, Benjamin  Bagley,  Leonard  Robberts, 
Joseph  Wood,  Ebenezer  Wood,  Asahel  Join- 
er, Thomas  McLuer,  James  AIcLuer,  Pniio- 
mon  Wood,  Gamalal  Waldo,  Silas  Reed,  Da- 
vid Haskins,  Isaac  Runnels,  Isaiah  Marin, 
David  Wood,  George  Sherman,  Reuben  Ba- 
ker, James  Cole,  John  Baker,  Abraham 
White,  Joseph  Wood,  jr.,  James  Martin, 
Thomas  Martin,  Hezekmh  Carr,  Tuornas 
Obrient,  John  Walton,  Henry  Walton,  Cor- 
nelius Roberts,  Purchas  Roberts,  Samuel 
Newton,  Joseph  Baker,  John  Burlingame, 
John  Baly,  Isaac  Baker,  Nathaniel  Mason, 
Jason  Newton,  Elijah  Alann,  Oliver  Eddy, 
Nathan  Collins. 

Ira,  5th.  September,  1779. — Then  recorded 
the  marriage  of  Isaac  Clark  and  Hannah 
Chittenden,!  on  the  13th  day  of  January, 
1779,  married  by  Governor  Chittenden  and 
recorded  by  Isaac  Clark. — Town  Clerk. 

Ira,  7th.  September,  1879.  At  a  freeman's 
meeting,  warned  and  opened  according  to  law 
by  Nathaniel  Mallory,  Constable,  firstly  vo- 
ted and  choose  Capt.  Isaac  Clark  Represen- 
tative, to  represent  the  town  in  the  general 
assembly  the  present  year. 

Attest,  Isaac  Clark,  town  clerk. 

Ira,  12th.  October,  1779.  Then  recorded 
"the  birth  of  Modena  Clark,  the  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  and  Hannah  Clark,  who  wa3 
born  the  4th.  day  of  October,  1779,  and  put 
upon  record  by  Isaac  Clark,  town-clerk." 

District  of  Ira,  August  20,  17S0.  Being 
met  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Wood  in  said 
town.  Voted  that  the  Town  Rase  for  three 
months  two  men  to  scout  in  the  fronteer,^  Ex- 
cept Sooner  discharged,  that  the  town  pay 
said  men  for  their  services  two  pounds  per 
month,  that  each  man  pay  according  as  he 
stands  in  the  List. 

test  Joseph  Wood,  town-clerk. 

Then  recorded  "  the  Birth  of  Caleb  Sher- 
man, the  fourth  son  to  George  Sherman,  who 
was  born  in  Ira,  June  the  third  day,  1773, 

•See  flistory  of  Middletown  for  tho  same.  Ed. 

f  Daughter  of  Gov.  Thomas  Chittenden. 

X  Were  two  men  employed  ?  What  were  their  names? 
What  of  their  expedition  ?  Ed. 
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and  put  upon  record  by  George  Sherman, 
Town  Clerk." 

FIBST  SETTLER, 

Nathan  Lee;  his  first  son,  Reuben  was  born 
Sept.  17,  1773,  his  eldest  daughter,  Hannah, 
Jan'.  30,  1774;  then  recorded  the  birth  of 
Penelope  Lee,  the  second  daughter  of  Nathan 
Lee,  who  was  born  February  the  21st  day, 
1777,  and  was  put  upon  record  by  John  Ba- 
ker, Town  Clerk;  then  recorded  "  the  birth 
of  Melinda  Lee,  the  third  daughter  of  Na- 
than Lee,  who  was  born  December  the  20th 
day,  1779;"  then  recorded  "birth  of  Sarah 
Lee,  the  4th  Daughter  of  Nathan  Lee,  who 
was  born  February  the  3d  day,  17S2,  and  was 
put  upon  record  by  John  Baker,  Town 
Clerk  ;"  then  recorded  "  the  marriage  of  Sam- 
uel Newton,  who  was  married  to  Sarah  Sher- 
man March  the  18th  day,  A.  D.  1784,  and 
was  married  by  Elder  Thomas  Skeel  in  Ira, 
and  put  upon  record  by  John  Baker,  Town 
Clerk." 

The  first  grand  list,  July  15,  1780,  was  356 
£,  10  s  ;  the  second,  July  27,  1781,  515  £  ; 
the  third,  in  17*3,  S57  £,  5  s  :  David  Wood 
four  fold,  24  £,  10  s  ;  the  fourth  grand  list  in 
ITS  4,  was  1013  £:  Cephas  Carpenter,  Lemuel 
Koberts,  John  Collins,  listers  Between  1784 
and  1735,  the  Waltons,  the  Waldows,  Mc 
Cieur  and  others  were  set  to  the  town  of  Mid- 
dletown.  Cephas  Carpenter  built  in  17S9, 
the  first  framed  house  in  town. 

May  5,  A.  D  17S3;  the  first  survey  in  Ira 
of  a  road  ;  commencing  15  rods  below  Jere- 
miah Collins'  sawmill  and  the  first  sawmill 
in  town,  thence  south  to  Tinmouth  line  ;  said 
road  surveyed  by  Frederick  Hill. 

District  of  Ira,  December  22d.  1780. 

This  is  to  warn  all  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  District  to  meet  in  Town  Meeting  on  the 
third  day  of  January  next  at  the  dwelling 
house  of  Mr.  Asahel  Joiner,  at  nine  o  the  clock 
to  choose  a  Moderator  and  to  Consult  some 
method  lor  Raiding  provision  for  the  Army 
the  Ensuing  year  and  to  transact  any  other 
Iiusine.-a  tiiat  shall  be  necessary. 

Thomas  Collin's  )  select 
George  Sherman,  J  men. 

District  of  Ira.  January,  3d.  day  1781. 
Being  met  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Asahel  Join- 
er according  to  the  ab.jve  Wiirning,  which 
was  Head  and  the  meeting  opened  accord- 
ing to  Law. 

Istly,  voted  Mr.  Lemuel  Robert's  service  as 
moderator  for  tins  meeting. 

2d.  voted,  that  this  town  pay  their  equal 


perporsion  of  provision,  Raised  According 
as  they  Btand  upon  the  List,  Equal  to  any 
other  town,  that  this  town  carry  into  Cap  . 
Collins,  Mr.  Sherman  and  Joseph  Wood.  Se- 
lectmen for  this  town,  their  part  of  provis- 
ion other  ways  in  money  as  they  stand  upon 
the  List.  Pork  at  one  Shilling  per  pound, 
Beef  at  six  pence  per  pound,  Wheat  at  six 
shillings  per  Bushel,  Indian  Corn  at  three 
shillings  per  Bushel  Ry  at  lour  shillings  per 
Bushel;  that  this  town  pay  Capt.  Collins  ;or 
the  Barrels  ;  Meat  Barrels  at  four  shillings 
per  Barrel ;  Flower  Barrels  at  two  shillings 
and  six  pence  per  Barrel:  that  this  Town 
provide  half  a  Bushel  of  salt  to  salt  their 
meat,  Mr.  Sherman  to  provide  the  salt,  that 
the  people  that  live  in  the  West  part  of  this 
town  Bring  their  part  of  Provision  to  Joseph 
How's,  that  this  town  get  their  provision 
Ready  by  the  20  day  of  January. 

4  voted  that  this  meeting  be  dissolved. 
Teste,  Joseph  Waldo,  Town  Clerk." 

The  Lees  who  first  settled  in  Ira  hollow 
were  Tories,  (I  find  by  Record)  February 
24th.  1779,  that  324  acres  of  land  as  good  a3 
there  is  in  said  Town  of  Ira  was  owned  by 
John  Lee,  confiscated  and  sold  by  Commis- 
sioner James  Claghorn  of  the  Probate  Dis- 
trict of  Rutland  County  aud  Bennington 
County  state  of  Vermont,  was  sold  for  one 
hundred  pounds  to  Thomas  Collins  of  LancS- 
borough  in  the  county  of  Berkshire  &  State 
of  Massachusetts.  He  deeds  in  behalf  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  State 
of  Vermont. 

THE  PENSIONERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 

were  Peter  Parker,  David  Parker,  Jason 
Newton  and  Nathaniel  Wilmarth. 

UNITED  STATES  PENSIONERS  IN  IRA,  JUNE  1840, 

Jason  Newton,  aged  78,  and  Servia  Towers, 
aged  S8. —  U.  S.  Census. 

SALMON  KING3LEY,  ESQ. 

11  Died  in  Bucklin,  Wayne  Co.,  Mich.,  Sept. 
23d,  1827,  Salmon  Kingsley,  Esq.,  in  the  73d 
year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Kingsley  was  one  of  the 
worthy  veterans  of  the  Revolution  and  for  a 
time  had  the  command  of  a  company  of  reg- 
ulars at  New  Loudon,  Ct.  He  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Ira  nearly  40  years,  aud  removed 
to  Michigan  about  2  years  ago.  He  was  an 
unshaken  friend  to  his  country  and  her  re- 
publican institutions  and  was  equally  dis- 
tinguished for  his  remarkable  mildness  of 
temper  and  disinterested  benevolence."* 

ISAAC  CLARK. 

The   old   Ride  Clark  of  Revolutionary 

*  From  Horace  Q.  Kingsley,  a  grandson  of  Salmon 
Kiugslej. 
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times  did-not  stay  in  Ira  but  a  short  time. 
He  moved  from  Ira  to  Castleton,  and  (I 
think),  died  in  that  town. 

I  know  not  whose  names  were  on  the  char- 
ter of  Ira  ;  it  is  not  in  Ira.  John  Mason 
said  to  me  it  was  at  Montpelier  and  may  be 
there  now  if  not  burned  with  the  Capitol. 

The  first  Book  of  Records  in  my  office  are 
most  all  survey  bills  and  grand  lists,  but 
few  deeds  are  on  record. 

Isaiah  Mason  came  into  Ira  in  the  year 
1780,  from  Berkshire  Co.,  Mass. 

Jason  Newton-  came  here  in  1782.  He  had 
three  wives  and  was  the  Father  of  17  chil- 
dren. His  oldest  son  is  still  living  in  Mid- 
dletown,  aged  84  years.  He  was  in  the  war 
of  1811.  Jason  Newton  came  from  Lanes- 
borough,  Mass. 

PRESERVED  FISH 

was  born  Nov.  5,  1770,  on  Massachusetts 
Bay.  He  immigrated  to  Ira  in  1790,  aged 
about  twenty  years,  owing  about  §  70,  that 
he  was  to  pay  his  brother,  Matthew  Fish,  for 
his  time  to  twenty  one  years  of  age.  Mat- 
thew Fish  lived  and  died  in  Lanesborough. 
Preserved  Fish  commenced  to  work  at  the 
mason  trade ;  was  a  magistrate  in  town  over 
40  years;  town  clerk  two  years ;  represent- 
ed the  town  thirteen  years  and  was  foreman 
of  the  grand  jury  so  often  the  boys  of  Rut- 
land had  for  a  by-word  "a  true  bill,  P.  Fish, 
Foreman."  He  was  married  to  Abagail  Car- 
penter in  August  1791,  who  outlived  him 
about  two  years  and  six  months.  By  this 
marriage  there  were  twelve  children,  eleven 
boys  and  one  girl,  all  but  one  of  whom  lived 
to  be  married  and  of  age,  and  there  are 
eight  of  the  family  still  alive. 

Russel  Fish  the  eldest  of  the  family,  is  still 
living  over  SO  years  old.  In  the  fall  of  18G9, 
all  of  the  children  now  living  met  in  Bangor, 
N.  Y. ,  and  their  united  weight  was  1501  lbs. 
Preserved  Fish  worked  at  the  mason  trade 
in  Ira  and  vicinity  until  he  got  means  to 
buy  a  farm,  after  which  his  principal  busi- 
ness was  farming.  He  was  a  very  successful 
man  for  tho<e  times.  Before  hi3  death  he 
had  given  $20,000  to  his  children,  and  after 
his  death  there  was  §45,  000  divided  among 
his  heirs.  He  was  a  Free  Mason  and  a  Tem- 
plar.   He  died  Oct  10.  1849  in  his  79th  year. 

When  I  was  a  school  boy  there  were  three 
families  in  school  district  No.  1  that  usually 
numbered  9  children  each,  viz.  Jason  New- 


ton's, Wilson  Carpenter's  and  Preserved 
Fish's. 

Alanson  Fish,  son  of  Preserved  Fish,  was 
born  in  Ira ;  graduated  at  Middlebury  Col- 
lege in  the  class  of  133 1  ;  studied  theology  at 
Newton  Theological  Seminary,  1834-37  ;  wa3 
pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Chel- 
sea ;  died  in  Ira,  July  3,  1810,  aged  28. 

John  Mason,  Town  Clerk,  about  40  year3, 
died  June  3,  1S62,  aged  72  years. 

[Daniel  Hunter,  born  about  1784,  grad- 
uated at  Middlebury  College  in  1806,  and  be- 
came a  lawyer.  He  died  at  Amsterdam,  N. 
Y.,  about  1S20." — Pierson's  Catalogue  ] 

Nathaniel  Willmarth  was  in  this  town 
in  1793  and  died  here  being  over  80  years  of 
age. 

David  Parker  was  here  in  1800  and  died 
here  aged  over  80  years.  He  had  a  number 
of  sons,  Solomon,  Calvin  C.  and  William 
Parker. 

Peter  Parker  came  some  years  after.  He 
had  two  sons,  Philip  and  Peter  jr.  He  left  this 
town  40  years  ago  and  deceased  in  the  town 
of  Hampton,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.  He 
lived  to  be  very  aged.  There  were  some  pe- 
culiarities about  the  two  old  men  ;  they  were 
both  great  story  tellers  and  noted  for  poetry 
and  Peter  Parker  doted  on  his  courage  as  a 
fighter.  After  he  came  to  Ira,  a  few  roguish 
boys,  one  night  as  Peter  was  to  pass  through 
the  woods  to  the  north  part  of  the  town  a 
little  East  of  Bird's  Mountain,  got  some 
clothes  and  stuffed  them  with  straw  and  made 
an  apparition  and  had  it  attached  to  a  tree 
over  the  road  so  they  could  move  it  back  and 
forward.  Peter  approached  the  object  in  war 
like  array,  with  fists  drawn  and  addressed  it 
as  follows  :  Who  are  you,  God,  man,  or  the 
devil?  and  drew  his  fist  and  knocked  it 
down,  emptied  out  the  straw  and  took  the 
clothes  which  he  needed  and  marched  on. 
He  sometimes  would  tell  fortunes  for  cider 
of  which  he  was  a  great  lover  as  also  of  the 
feminine  gender.  Where  the  Parkers  came 
from  I  never  knew. 

FROM  THE  MANUAL  OF  THE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
IN  IRA.* 

Several  families  were  settled  within  the 
present  limits  of  the  town  of  Ira,  before  the 
Revolutionary  War,  whose  religious  sympa- 
thies were  with  the  Baptists.  The  town  was 
organized  in  1779 ;  but  there  was  no  Church 

*  Published  by  order  of  the  church;  GeoA.  Tuttla 
k  Co.,  printers,  1861. 
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organization  until  1783.*  This  year  through 
the  efforts  of  Rev.  Thomas  Skeels,  who  had 
preached  here  occasionally,  for  8  years,  a  few 
believers  now  gathered  together  who  were 
organized  into  a  church,  and  he  was  consti- 
tuted pastor.  Cephas  Carpenter  was  chosen 
clerk,  and  Reuhen  Baker,  deacon.  The  pas- 
torate of  Mr.  Skeels  was  brief;  he  left  in  the 
spring  of  1785.  The  church  was  supplied  oc- 
casionally by  Rev.  Henry  Green,  of  Walling- 
ford..  Rev.  Aniasa  Brown  was  settled  as  pas- 
tor, Feb.^  13,  1786,  and  dismissed,  at  his  own 
request,  Jan.  30,  1787.  Dea.  Reuben  Baker 
was  licensed  to  preach  May  29,  1783,  and 
continued  to  minister  to  the  church  several 
years,  but  was  not  ordained.  Rev.  Thomas 
Skeels  was  recalled  Nov.  15,  1791,  and  settled 
on  a  salary  of  £  75  per  year,  but  died  in  one 
year,  in  the  triumphs  of  faith,  (his  grave  is 
still  with  us.)  The  church  was  then  without 
stated  preaching  for  several  years  but  was 
supplied  occasionally  by  Rev.  Ezra  Wilmarth, 
Rev.  Nathan  Mason  and  others  from  abroad. 
Dec.  31,  1801,  Rev.  Joseph  Carpenter,  was 
ordained  as  pastor  of  the  church,  and  he  di- 
vided his  labors  between  his  farm  and  preach- 
ing on  the  Sabbath,  and  from  house  to  house, 
until  1812.  In  1813,  Rev.  Leland  Howard 
became  a  member  of  the  church,  and  served 
the  church  until  November,  1815,  when  at 
his  own  request  he  was  dismissed.  The  same 
autumn,  Rev.  Wm.  Mc  Culler  became  pastor. 
He  was  thoroughly  doctrinal  in  his  sermons, 
and  his  labors  were  efficient.  About  40  heads 
of  families  were  added  to  the  church  in  1816, 
by  which  it  was  greatly  strengthened.  Rev. 
Mr.  Mc  Culler  was  dismissed  in  the  autumn  of 
1819.  The  church  again  depended  upon  sup- 
plies from  abroad  until  July  10,  1S22,  when 
Rev.  Lyman  Glazier  was  ordained  as  their 
pastor,  He  was  a  man  of  excellent  spirit,  and 
continued  his  work  until  removed  by  death, 
in  1825.  He  lived  beloved  and  died  lamented. 
In  the  fall  of  1825,  Rev.  John  Peck  became 
pastor  and  continued  2  years,  and  was  dis- 
missed by  his  own  request.  He  was  succeed 
ed  in  the  spring  of  1828,  by  Rev.  Arteraas 
Arnold,  who  without  any  special  revival  bap- 
tized a  large  number  into  the  fellowship  of 
the  church.  He  was  dismissed  in  1830,  when 
the  church  was  again  destitute  of  preaching 

*  The  records  do  not  give  the  exact  date  of  this  trans- 
action.— The  first  transactions  of  the  church,  on  record, 
which  appear  to  have  been  after  the  oriranization  was 
effected,  were  recorded  Nov.  13,  17s.'t.  The  church  was 
probably  organized  the  buinrnc-r  previous. 


|  until  Feb.  15,  1S32,  when  Rev.  Joseph  Pack- 
er,  was  ordained  as  an  evangelist,  and  preach- 
ed here  more  or  less  for  4  years.  A  great  re- 
vival  wa3  in  progress  when  he  came,  and  con- 
tinued its  work  until  he  was  permitted  to 
baptize  more  than  one  hundred  persons,  most- 
ly in  middle  life  and  heads  of  families.  He 
left  in  1836,  and  the  church  was  again  sun- 
plied  on  the  Sabbath  by  ministers  from  abroad 
and  mostly  by  Rev.  John  Peck,  of  whom  the 
records  speak  as  a  very  conscientious,  good 
man.  In  the  spring  of  1836.  Rev.  John  Can- 
non was  engaged  for  one  rear,  and  again 
the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Mr.  Peck,  until 
May  1st,  1S38,  when  Rev.  Elias  Hurlbut  was 
settled,  whose  labors  were  efficient  and  suc- 
cessful. He  was  dismissed  Jan.  4,  1842,  and 
was  followed  by  Rev.  Jacob  P.  Huntington, 
in  the  spring  of  1843,  whose  brief  pastorate 
closed  Aug.  31,  1844.  Rev.  Frederick  Page 
supplied  them  during  1845  and  1846,  but  was 
never  a  member  of  the  church.  Rev.  Levi 
Smith  was  settled  as  pastor,  April  10,  1847, 
and  continued  his  labors  until  the  spring  of 
1852.  His  pulpit  talent  was  fine  and  his  ser- 
mons were  written  with  care  and  labor.  An- 
other intercident  year  elapsed,  and  the  pres- 
ent pastor  *  was  called  in  May,  1854.  During 
his  labors  8>mo  have  been  baptized  nearly 
every  year,  37  persons  in  all. 

The  following,  have  been  licensed  by  the 
Church  as  preachers:  Deacon  Reuben  Baker, 
May  29,  17SS  ;  Austin  Moshier,  Aug.  31, 1833, 
Alanson  Fish,  Sept.  14,  1834. 

Revivals  of  religion  have  been  enjoyed,  a3 
nearly  as  can  now  be  ascertained,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1783,  at  the  time  the  church  was  organ- 
ized a  very  large  number,  for  the  population, 
were  added  to  the  church,  as  appears  by  the 
records,  but  no  one  now  lives  to  tell  us  of 
their  joy.  In  November,  1803,  a  second  re- 
vival commenced,  and  continued  through  the 
winter,  spreading  into  the  adjoining  towns, 
during  which  time  225  were  added  to  the 
membership ;  but  June  18,  1812,  a  branch  was 
set  off  and  formed  the  church  at  West  Clar- 
endon. 

In  1816  a  most  interesting  revival  occurred, 
which  signally  changed  the  character  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  during  which  about 
40  persons, — husbands  and  their  wives, — 
were  received  into  the  church  on  profession 
of  their  faith. 

In  the  month  of  March,  1831,  while  the 

*  Rev.  Norman  Clark  settled  May  23,  1351. 
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church  was  destitute  of  a  pastor,  the  people 
collected  together  to  pray  and  sing  praises, 
and  a  great  awakening  ensued  which  contin- 
ued through  the  summer,  during  which  time 
about  a  hundred  accessions  were  made,  many 
of  whom  have  been  pillars  in  the  church. 

In  1838,  another  refreshing  season  is  re- 
corded, and  as  the  good  effects,  about  30  per- 
sons believed  and  were  added  to  us. 

In  1842-3,  the  Lord  remembered  Zion  and 
added  to  her  numbers  and  her  graces. 

There  was  no  special  enlargement  again 
until  185S.  A  rich  shower  of  grace  was  then 
bestowed  to  recall  backsliders  and  establish 
the  faithful.  Between  twenty  and  thirty 
■were  added  as  the  fruit  of  that  revival. 

DEACONS. 

Dea.  Reuben  Baker,  1784;  Nathaniel  Tow- 
er, 1798 ;  Joseph  Tower,  1801:  Hezekiah 
Horton,  1801 ;  Joseph  Collins  1829  ;  Edmund 
Whitmore,  1829;  John  Mason,  1831 ;  Leon- 
ard Mason  1831;  Alfred  Russel,  1831;  Put- 
nam Newton,  185S ;  Lyman  Wallace  Fish 
1853. 

CHURCH  CLERKS. 

Cephas  Carpenter,  1783;  John  Mason,  1821. 

LICENTIATES. 

Reuben  Barker,  licensed  May  29,  1788  ; 

Austin  Mosher,  licensed  Aug  31,  1333 ; 

Alanson  Fish,  licensed  September  11,  1831 
Communion"  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  every 
month.  Church  meeting  on  the  Saturday 
preceding. 

MEMBERS. 

1733  : — d  George  Sherman,  d  Joseph  Baker, 
d  Joseph  Tower,  d  George  Sherman,  jr., 
d  Nathan  Lee,  d  John  Collins,  James  Cole, 
*  Nathaniel  Mason,  *  Isaiah  Mason,  d  John 
Baker,  d  Reuben  Baker,  d  Hezekiah  Carr 
d  Cephas  Carpenter,  d Samuel  Newton,  e  James 
Marrin,  d  Thomas  Obrieu,*  Lemuel  Roberts, 
d  Rufus  Colvin,  d  David  Davies,  d  Benjamin 
Allen.  17S8  : — d  Thomas  Martin,  d  Benjamin 
Carr,  d  John  Davis,  jr.,  d  Arnasa  Brown 
Nathan  Collins,  d  Nathaniel  Tower,  *  Thomas 
Skeels,  Caleb  Spencer,  Rufus  Bates,  Asa  Hix, 
John  Davies,  Elijah  Skeels,  Nathaniel  Wil- 
marth,  Joseph  Carpenter,  Hezekiah  Horton, 
Oliver  Seaman*,  *  Nathaniel  Mason,  Samuel 
Wetmore,  Joseph  Collins,  *  Samuel  Whipple, 
d  Peter  Parker,  Sarah  Bailey,  Lydia  Collins, 
Elenor  Chloe Sherman, i'hebe  Carpeater.Sarah 
Lee,  Hannah  Bailey,  Rebecca  Collins,  Amy 
Collins,  Elizabeth  Cole,  Lydia  Baker,  Eunice 


Carr,  Sarah  Newton,  Sarah  Roberts,  Diadarna 
Colvin,  Anna  Carr,  Freelove  Mariin,  Racnel 
Martin,  Hannah  Hix,  Elizabeth  Roberts, 
Amy  Allen,  Abigail  Baker,  Mary  Herrick. 
1788  : — Lucy  Tower,  Waitstill  Blake,  Mary 
Davis.  1790: — d  Rebecca  Bates,  Hezekiah 
Collins,  d  Abigail  Royce,  d  Susannah  Wescott, 
Mercy  Skeels,  Franklin,  e  Eunice  Car- 
penter, Renew  Horton,  *  Mary  Seamans, 
d  Mary  Davies,  Lydia  Mason.  After  ls07 
the  number  of  male  members  added  is  280, 
and  of  females  401,  (1861). 

The  Ira  new  meeting-house,  was  built  m 
1852,  Leonard  Morse,  Bradley  Fish  and  John 
Morse,  building  committee. 

In  the  last  war  with  England,  1812,  sis 
minute  men  volunteered  from  Ira.  Company 
I,  Seargent,  Jason  Newton  jr.,  Privates,  Seth 
Russel,  David  Johnson,  Hosea  Goodsprel, 
Nathaniel  Tower,  and  James  Hunter,  and  at 
the  battle  at  Plattsburgh  the  whole  company 
volunteered  ;  but  the  men  that  went  or  start- 
ed were  Capt.  Matthew  Anderson,  Lieu- 
tenant, Edmund  Whitmore,  Thomas  C.  New- 
ton ;  John  Mason,  Russel  Fish,  Leonard  Fish, 
Leonard  Mason,  Jacob  Butler,  Abel  Spencer, 
Noah  Peck,  Barton  Collins,  Nathan  Col!in3 
jr.,  Smith  Johnson,  and  Freeman  Johnson 
Musicians  ;  Edward  Carpenter,  Israel  Car- 
penter and  John  Hall,  teamsters  to  carry 
luggage,  and  the  soldiers  weie  Isaiah  .Mason, 
Nathaniel  Wilmarth,  Wilson  Carpenter, 
Omri  Warner. 

The  news  came  to  Ira  by  a  despatch  to 
Preserved  Fish  to  start  at  once  to  West  Clar- 
endon and  notify  the  people  there.  The  peo- 
ple were  at  meeting  when  the  despatch  came, 
but  the  meeting  broke  up  at  once  and  some 
started  to  mill  and  cooking  commenced  at 
once,  and  Monday  morning  they  started  pro- 
visioned for  Plattsburgh.  Preserve  1  Fish,  one 
of  the  selectmen,  offered  five  dollars  extra 
per  month  to  each  man  that  would  volunteer 
and  gave  from  his  own  i  ocket  if  the  town 
did  not  choose  to  pay  it. 

In  the  epedemic  of  1813,  there  died  of  this 
disease  in  Ira,  sixteen  or  seventeen  person*. 

There  was  formerly  a  Free  Mason  Lodge 
in  Ira,  composed  to  the  best  of  my  recollec- 
tion of  Jason  Newton,  Pr<-s^rved  Fish,  Jo- 
seph Perry,  Simeon  Gilford,  Ira  Carpenter, 
James  Hunter,  Hezekiah  Horton,  Solomon 
Abbot,  Eiias  Bates,  Russell  Baker,  Rufus 
Garrett,  Rufus  Gilford  and  Pre;ton  South- 
worth. 
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Rollin  C.  Hunter  was,  aboat  1836,  ad- 
mitted to  the  Rutland  County  Bar  and  now 
resides  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Caleb  B.  Hakrutoton  graduated  at  Mid- 
dlebury,  is  a  lawyer,  and  resides  in  Burling- 
ton, Iowa. 

LONGEVITY. 

Mary  Mc  Coy  Tower  died  Nov.  30,  1872, 
aged  94  years,  6  months  and  24  days.  An- 
drew Potter  died  in  the  north  part  of  this 
town  aged  90  years.  Naomi  Mason  died 
aged  92.  Rnssel  Fish  and  Perris  Mason, 
each  over  80  years  are  the  oldest  persons  in 
town. 

There  are  6  school  districts  in  town  ;  about 
2  years  there  were  7  districts,  but  Nos.  2,  and 
7,  were  united  as  one  district.  District  No. 
5,  is  partly  in  the  town  of  Poultney.  There 
are  9S  children  returned  between  5  years  and 
20.  Under  5  years  of  age  3S  children  are 
returned  in  said  town. 

TEMPERANCE  ORGANIZATION  ;  MARCH  24,  1867. 

President,  Bradley  Fish ;  Vice  President, 
Leonard  Mason  ;  Secretary,  E.  C.  Fish  Jr.  ; 
Chorister,  S  Johnson  ;  Treasurer,  L.  T.  Ma- 
son. Number  that  have  taken  the  pledge 
and  become  members,  77. 

SOLDIERS  OF  THE  WAR  OF  1861. 

Three  Years  Men.  Silas  Giddings,  Ed- 
ward Haly,  John  Healy,  John  Hunter,  Joseph 
W.  Parker,  Aaron  Savory,  Cornelius  Curiis, 
Thomas  Long,  Henry  Tower,  Henry  Peters, 
Levi  Plurnly,  Win.  H.  Walker,  James  Fuller, 
Henry  Davis,  Charles  W.  Peck,  Harrison 
Peck,  Collamer  Persons,  Rollin  Russell,  Syl- 
vanus  Wetmore,  Manser  Young,  John  Batch- 
elder,  Benj.  Mann,  William  Hogle. 

One  Years  Men.  James  Fox,  H.  H. 
Wheeler,  Henry  Fla?g. 

Nine  Months  Men.  L.  C.  Parker,  Charles 
Pateman.Geo.  Brown,  Gilbert  Hanly,  Aaron 
Hinckly,  Arthur  Morgan,  Cyrus  Russell, 
Emmet  M.  Tower,  James  C.  Wetmore,  John 
Boar,  Henry  C  Tower. 

Three  Months  Men.  Albert  Fish,  George 
Lincoln. 

statistics  of  1873. 
Town  agent  and  clerk,  Bradley  Fish  ; 
town  treasurer,  Justus  Collins;  selectmen, 
Erwin  Collins,  P.  P.  Clark,  John  Wetmore; 
constable  and  superintendent,  Simon  Peck  ; 
listers,  A.  E.  Day,  Leonard  Fish.  Smith  John- 
son ;  overseer,  L.  W.  Fish;  Justices,  Brad- 
ley Fish,  Smith  Johnson,  L.  L.  Peck,  Amos 


Wetmore,  L.  F.  Mason  ;  Post  Master,  Gilman 
Gilmore  ;  Pastor,  Rev.  L.  Kinney,  Baptist. 
Manufacturers :  lime,  A.  E.  &  L.  W.  Day ; 
blacksmiths,  Lyman  Tower,  James  Logan ; 
carpenter,  Martin  Curtiss ;  masons,  Russell 
Fish,  James  Brown,  G.  H.  Gilrnore;  wheel- 
wright, Warren  Curtiss ;  milliner,  Elvira 
Tower. 


MENDON. 

Bt  MR9  ANNA  B.  BOORN. 

Hon.  Joseph  Bowker  and  associates,  34  in 
number  by  a  petition,  requested  a  grant  to 
found  a  new  township,  which  request  was 
granted  Feb.  25,  1781.  Said  town  was  sur- 
veyed by  Major  Joseph  Crary  and  contains 
8890  acres.  It  was  incorporated  and  named 
Medway  by  his  Excellency  Thomas  Chitten-' 
den.  A  parcel  of  land  called  Parker's  Gore- 
was  afterwards  annexed  and  the  whole  nam- 
ed Parkerstown  Nov.  7, 1804,  and  again  Nov. 
6,  13-7,  the  name  was  changed  to  Mendon, 
The  town  was  organized  in  1806.  John  Page 
first  town  clerk,  and  as  far  as  we  can  find 
on  record,  Johnson  Richardson  first  justice 
of  the  peace. 

The  township  lies  in  lat.  43°  37'  and  Ion. 
4°  10'.  Bounded  N.  by  Chittenden,  E.  by 
Sherburne,  S.  by  Shrewsbury,  W.  by  Rutland . 
It  is  47  miles  south  from  Montpelier  and  25 
N.  W.  from  Windsor.  The  surface  is  hilly 
and  uneven,  lying  mostly  on  the  Green 
Mountains.  The  land,  much  of  it,  is  high  and 
cold,  and  incapable  of  settlement  or  cultiva- 
tion. There  are  some  good  farms,  however, 
along  its  western  borders  and  good  grazing 
land  in  other  parts  of  the  town. 

The  turnpike  from  Bethel  to  Rutland  pass- 
es through  this  town ;  also  the  direct  road 
from  Woodstock,  through  Bridgewater,  to 
Rutland.  There  being  so  much  high  land, 
yet  the  town  has  suffered  severely  from  fresh- 
ets many  times,  especially  in  the  years  of 
1811,  and  1868.  The  first  saw-mill  was  built 
by  Zidon  Edson.  IS  iO.  It  was  swept  away 
by  the  freshet  of  July  1811;  another  was 
built  near  by  on  the  same  site,  about  2  years 
afterwards. 

The  land  being  heavily  timbered,  the  prin- 
cipal business  has  been  lumbering. 

The  first,  and  for  many  years  the  most  act- 
ive business  man  in  town  was  Rufus  Richard- 
son. 

Mar.  11,  1S06,  the  first  legal  town  meeting 
was  holden  at  the  house  of  Johnson  Rich- 
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ardson  in  Parkerstown  by  virtue  of  a  warn- 
ing signed  by  John  Fuller  Esq.  justice  of 
the  peace  within  and  for  the  County  of  Rut- 
land by  virtue  of  an  application  made  to 
said  Fuller  by  the  inhabitants  of  said  town 
for  the  purpose  of  choosing  officers  for  said 
town  for  the  ensuing  year;  and  chose  Darius 
Chipman  moderator,  John  Page  town  clerk, 
Benjamin  Farmer,  Johnson  Richardson  and 
Daniel  Braddish,  selectmen,  Benjamin  Far- 
mer, town  treasurer,  Minot  Farmer,  consta- 
ble, Nahum  Goddard,  Minot  Farmer  and  Phil- 
ip Perkins,  listers;  Ira  Ingerson,  Minot  Far- 
mer and  James  Cummings,  highway  survey- 
ors and  the  selectmen  of  said  town  were  chos- 
en committee  to  receive  a  deed  of  Jonathan 
Parker  Esq.  for  a  certain  mill-privilege  in 
said  Parkerstown  for  the  use  of  the  town. 
The  above  named  men  were  duly  sworn  into 
office,,  attest  John  Page,  town  clerk. 

The  first  birth  on  record  in  Parkerstown 
was  Trowbridge  Maynard  Richardson,  son  of 
Johnson  and  Sibil  Richardson,  born  Nov.  7, 
1800  ;  died  May  5,  1S03.  First  marriage  on 
record  was  Lyman  Parker  and  Lucy  Perkins, 
both  of  Parkerstown,  Dec.  4,  1809.  They 
were  married  by  Johnson  Richardson,  justice 
of  the  peace. 

The  freemen  in  1811,  were  Zidon  Edson, 
Joseph  Ross,  Rufus  Richardson,  Johnson 
Richardson,  Rogers  Eggleston,  James  Eg- 
gleston,  John  Shaw,  Eliphalet  Webster,  Wm. 
Shaw,  Simeon  Russell. 

In  1812,  there  were  16  voters  in  town;  in 
1823,  there  were  23  voters. 

The  narne3  of  the  first  men  equipped  in 
Parkerstown,  belonging  to  the  4th  Co.  of 
infantry,  3d  Reg.  2d  Brigade  aud  2d  Division 
of  the  Militia  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  re- 
siding in  the  town  of  Parkerstown,  were  as 
follows  : — Wra.  Sabin,  Nathan  Hawley, 
James  Eggleston,  John  Eggleston,  Silas 
Cutler. 

A  list  of  the  freemen  in  1S16:  Jesse  Gove, 
Capt ;  Abner  Hawley,  Isaac  Sanders,  Fred- 
eric Billington,  Wm.  Shaw,  James 'Eggleston, 
Silas  Cutler,  David  Bragg,  Aaron  Foster, 
Oliver  Yaw,  Nathan  Hawley,  Rogers  Egg- 
leston, Simeon  Russell,  Wm.  Sabin,  Josiah 
Davis,  Wm.  Davis,  Rufus  Richardson 

Members  of  the  Constitutional  Convention — 
1814,  Zidon  lvi<=on;  1*22,  Elisha  Estabrook; 
1828,  Rut'us  Richardson  ;  1838,  Timothy  Gib- 
son ;  1843,  Rufus  Richardson  ;  1850,  James 
Wheeler;  1870,  James  Firman. 


In  1807,  a  freeman's  meeting  wa3  legally 
warned  and  held  at  the  house  of  Johnson 
Richardson  in  Parkerstown  the  first  Tnf-siiy 
in  Sept.  to  vote  for  Governor  and  other  S:a:e 
officers,  also  to  decide  whether  they  could 
elect  a  representative  the  next  year.  We 
find  no  record  of  any  one  being  elected  to 
represent  the  town  until  1S12. 

In  1807,  a  town  meeting  was  held  to  in- 
stitute means  to  lay  out  a  turnpike  and  other 
roads. 

Of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  but  little 
is  now  known.  Some  grand-children  of  the 
first  inhabitants  are  still  in  the  town.  It 
seems  probable  that  Johnson  Richardson  and 
family,  Jonathan  Eggleston  from  Pequoraick, 
Ct.  and  a  numerous  family,  and  very  likely 
some  of  the  first  town  officers  were  the  drst 
settlers.  Jonathan  Eggleston  moved  into 
the  northwest  part  of  the  town  sometime 
about  1792.  Some  of  his  grand-children 
still  reside  in"  that  part  of  the  town.  The 
Richardson  family  are  all  gone  except  one 
grandson.  In  Jan.  1S27,  application  was 
made  to  the  selectmen,  Nathan  Fisher  and 
Timothy  Gibson,  to  warn  a  town  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  designating  school  districts  by 
numbers  ;  accordingly  they  met  and  organ- 
ized 5  districts.  Since  then,  others  have  been 
added,  making  in  all  the  number  of  eight. 
The  number  of  scholars  in  1830,  over  four 
and  under  eighteen,  was  133.  In  1331,  the 
number  was  151. 

182S,  at  March  meeting,  chose  Rufus  Rich- 
ardson, Amos  Robinson  and  Nathan  Fisher 
committee  to  look  out  suitable  ground  for  a 
burial-place.  The  first  public  house  for  ac- 
commodation for  travellers  was  kept  by  John- 
son Richardson.  The  house  is  now  gone  and 
in  the  middle  of  where  the  cellar  was  is  a 
tree  growing  2  feet  through.  This  house  was 
in  No.  1  district.  About  1817,  Estabrooks 
kept  a  public  house  in  No.  2  district.  Mary 
Estabrooks  was,  it  is  believed,  the  first  school' 
teacher  in  No.  1  district. 

TOWN  CLERKS. 

1806,  John  Page  ;  1808,  Johnson  Richardi- 
son  ;  1809,  John  Page;  1810,  Philip  Perk;ns; 
1811,  Zidon  Edson  ;  1812,  John  Shaw  ;  1815/ 
Wm.  Sabin;  1817,  Elisha  Estabrooks  ;  1-23,. 
Nathan  Fisher;  1333,  Draper  Ruggles  ,  L834, 
Edward  Mussey  ;  1835,  Ira  Seward;  1^6, 
Edward  Mussey;  1S10,  Zidon  Edson;  L84l, 
James  K.  Pearson;  1850,  Eben  C.  French, 
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1852,  James  K.  Pearsons ;  1853,  J.  Li.  Royce 
Pearsons;  1855,  Alpheus  F.  Snow;  1857, 
James  W.  Kimball ;  1859,  James  E.  Seward  ; 

1860,  Newton  Squiers.  He  still  holds  the 
office,  1871. 

BEPRESENTATIVES. 

1812,  Johnson  Richardson;  1813,  Zidon 
Edson  ;  1814,  John  Shaw  ;  1815,  Rufus  Rich- 
ardson; 1816.  John  Shaw  ;  1817  and  18,  Wra. 
Sabin;  1819,  Elisha  Estabrooks;  1820  and  21, 
R.  Richardson  ;  1822  Elisha  Estabrooks;  1823, 
Rufus  Richardson  ;  1824  to  23,  Nathan  Fish- 
er ;  1828,  Amos  Robinson  ;  1829,  Nathan  Fish- 
er ;  1830,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '34,  Edward  Mussey  ; 
1835,  Timothy  Gibson  ;  1836,  Edward  Mussey. 
1837,  Timothy  Gibson ;  1838,  '39,  James  K. 
Pearsons;  1340,  Timothy  Gibson;  1841,  '42, 
■Samuel  Caldwell ;  1843/44,  Leland  Houghton; 
1845,  '46,  Ethan  Temple;  1847,  Jared  Long; 
1848,  49,  Wra.  Harkness  ;  1850,  John  Osborn  ; 
1851,  and  1S52,  Eben  0.  French  ;  1853,  Isaac 
Mathewson  ;  1S54,  '55,  George  M.  Ransom; 
1856,  '57,  Ezra  Edson  ;  1858,  Isaac  Math- 
ewson ;     1859,     '60,     Leverett     Wilkins ; 

1861,  '62,  George  Sawyer;  1863,  '64,  Jerry  C. 
Thornton;  1865,  '66,  J.  E.  Johnson;  1367,  68, 
Hosea  F."  Wilkins;  '69,  '70,  Ezra  Edson; 
Freemen's  votes  cast  in  1870 — 101,  Scholars, 
1870,  255. 

Of  the  men  that  served  in  the  war  of  1812, 
but  three  are  now  living  in  Mendon  they  are 
Rufus  Long,  Shubael  Lamphere  and  Jeremiah 
Downey.  Rufus  Long  is  almost  56  years  old 
He  cultivated  his  own  garden  the  past  sum- 
mer and  took  care  of  20  swarms  of  bees.  Sev- 
eral people  have  lived  in  Mendon  to  be  very 
aged.  A  Mrs.  Walker  lived  to  the  age  of  99 
years  11  months  and  12  days.  About  4 
months  previous  to  her  death  by  her  sons  re- 
quest she  combed  and  spun  5  knots  of  wors- 
ted which  he  carried  to  Henniker,  where  she 
lived  when  young.  Mrs.  Hannah  Hudson 
lived  to  be  over  90  years  of  age.  Mrs.  Dolly 
Cady  born  in  Rindge  N.  H.  lived  to  the  age  of 
91  years  17  days.  Mrs.  Cady's  maiden  name 
was  Sherwin.  Eiisha  Bryant,  born  in  Plym- 
outh, Mass.,  came  to  reside  in  Parkerstown, 
lived  there  many  years,  never  married,  died 
March  29,  1866,  aged  94  years.  Hilkiah 
Grout  moved  into  Parkerstown  in  the  early 
settlement  of  the  town,  lived  to  the  age  of  86. 
Cyrus  Edson  born  in  Bridgwater  Mass.  moved 
to  Parkerstown  and  lived  to  be  85  years  old. 
Mrs.  Abigail  Hatch  lived  in  Parkerstown  and 
then  in  Rutland  a  few  years,  then  in  Men- 


don, raised  a  family  of  13  children,  is  now 
living  with  her  daughter  in  Mendon.  Her 
husband  has  been  dead  several  years.  She  is 
now  in  her  93d  year.  (1871.) 

In  regard  to  Indians,  but  one  ever  lived 
in  the  town.  He  was  called  Indian  John.  He 
had,  previous  to  coming  to  Medway  or  Par- 
kerstown, belonged  to  some  tribe  of  Indians 
in  the  western  part  of  New  York.  A  number 
of  families  of  whites  made  a  settlement  not 
far  from  the  Indian  settlement,  the  Indians 
determined  to  plunder  and  destroy  them.  In- 
dian John  gave  the  whites  warning  and  they 
prepared  for  them,  so  the  project  failed.  The 
Indians  mistrusted  John  and  slit  the  rim3  of 
his  ears  and  he  then  found  they  were  devis- 
ing a  harder  punishment  for  him.  He  accord- 
ingly fled  to  the  American  army.  They  were 
about  to  go  through  the  wilderness  towards 
the  lake  to  join  some  others  there.  He  knew 
they  would  be  waylaid  by  Indians  and  pilot- 
ed them  another  route  from  what  they  had 
designed  to  go.  They  went  safely  and  for 
that  act  government  gave  him  a  reward.  He 
had  a  pension  from  government.  But  the 
Indians  were  furious  and  determined  on  his 
destruction.  He  found  his  way  however  into 
the  wilds  of  Parkerstown  and  built  a  camp 
not  far  from  Johnson  Richardson's,  where  he 
used  to  make  quite  a  home.  Indians  used  to 
come  lurking  about  suspecting  something  of 
his  whereabouts,  sometimes  they  kept  around 
many  days,  the  family  would  keep  him  se- 
creted till  they  were  gone.  Once  three  of 
them  got  on  his  track  and  followed  on  till 
they  got  a  glimpse  of  him  but  he  got  a  glimpse 
of  them  also.  He  came  to  a  brook  and  crossed 
it  on  a  log.  There  happened  to  be  a  large 
tree  turned  up  by  the  roots  in  exact  range  of 
the  log  he  had  crossed  He  fled  behind  the 
turned  up  roots  and  waited.  They  followed 
his  track,  came  to  the  log,  held  a  short  talk, 
then  all  three  started  to  cross,  he,  meantime, 
had  made  a  hole  through  the  dirt  on  the  roots 
so  that  he  could  put  his  gun  through  and  take 
good  aim,  when  they  were  fairly  in  range 
one  after  the  other  he  fired,  killed  two  and 
wounded  the  third.  He  ran  and  took  one  of 
the  Indians  guns  and  shot  the  third,  and  then 
went  to  work  and  hid  the  dead  Indians,  took 
their  guns,  and  went  to  Richardson's  and  told 
them  what  he  had  done.  He  was  never  mo- 
lested after  that,  only  some  Indians  once  in 
Rutland  made  enquiry,  but  could  learn  noth- 
ing about  him.    He  used  to  bring  in  pieces 
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of  lead  which  he  said  he  found  and  promised 
he  would  sometime  tell  where  there  was  plen- 
ty of  it.  He  lived  to  be  very  old.  No  one 
knew  his  age,  but  judged  him  to  be  over  90 
years.  lie  died  very  suddenly.  He  tried  to 
tell  them  something  before  he  died  but  could 
not  make  them  understand. 

In  1818,  Thomas  Hunt  came  to  Parkers- 
town  and  was  accepted  as  an  elder  or  preach- 
er by  a  few  professing  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Reformed  Church,  lie  brought  a  cer- 
tificate from  Douglass,  Mass.,  but  never  form- 
ed a  church,  although  he  preached  sometime. 
In  1819,  Blackmer  Cook,  a  blind  man, 
brought  a  certificate  from  a  Free  Will  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Burrillville,  giving  him  license 
to  preach  and  baptize,  also  to  found  a  church 
and  administer  church  ordinances.  The  in- 
habitants of  that  part  of  the  town  accepted 
of  bis  preaching  lor  a  time,  but  never  formed 
any  regular  church. 

When  the  town  was  chartered  it  was  de- 
cided to  reserve  certain  lota  of  land  as  min- 
isterial lands  for  the  support  of  the  gospel, 
and  in  1S06,  the  selectmen  were  instructed 
to  lease  said  lands.  It  was  also  understood 
that  they  were  to  go  to  the  first  settled  minis- 
ter settled  in  the  said  town  unless  some  previ- 
ous agreement  was  made  with  him.  In  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  1835,  a  young  man  by 
the  name  of  Crowley  came  and  preached  a 
while.  He  had  never  been  ordained.  The 
inhabitants  had  some  talk  of  having  him  or- 
dained and  accepting  him  for  a  minister,  but 
did  not  wish  to  give  him  the  land  ;  only  the 
profits  accruing  from  it;  but  he  insisted  on 
having  the  lands  to  sell  or  dispose  of  as  he 
saw  fit.  The  inhabitants  then  thought  to 
make  matters  safe  and  sure  they  would  find 
some  minister  that  would  quit-claim  the 
lands  to  the  town.  To  do  this  it  was  necessary 
to  organize  some  society,  they  accordingly 
got  up  the  following  society: — 

Jan.  23,  1836,  a  meeting  was  duly  called, 
officers  elected,  and  the  following  resolutions 
adopted,  accepted  and  signed,  viz. — 

"  We  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Mendon,  County  of  Rutland,  State 
of  Vermont,  do  hereby  voluntarily  associ- 
ate and  agree  to  form  a  society  by  the  name 
of  the  Mendon  Union  Religious  Society  in 
Mendon  aforesaid  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
and  supporting  a  minister  according  to  the 
first  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the 
support  of  the  gospel,  passed  Oct.  27th,  1798, 
in  witnes,  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  sever- 


ally set  our  hands,  Mendon,  this  23d  day  of 
Jan.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  183*3. 

Draper  Ruggles,  Wm.  Foster,  Samuel  Cald- 
well, A.  M.  Gibson,  Ira  Felch,  Rufus  Rich- 
ardson, Supply  Nims,  Ira  Seward,  Roswell 
Gibson,  Jeremiah  Green,  Henry  Strong,  Ed- 
ward Mussev,  James  K.  Pearson,  Coorner  H. 
Boorn,  David  Rice,  C.  C.  Burditt,  F.  B.  Tem- 
ple, James  M.  Farnura,  Ira  W.  Seward,  Tim- 
othy Gibson,  Blackmer  Cook." 

Therefore,  said  articles  of  agreement,  signed 
as  aforesaid,  the  subscribers  organized  them- 
selves into  a  body  corporate  and  politic  and 
adopted  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  We  resolve  that  the  officers  of  the  Men- 
don Union  Religious  Society  shall  be  a  pres- 
ident or  moderator,  a  secretary  or  clerk,  a 
treasurer  and  a  prudential  committee  of  three 
who  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of 
one  year  from  and  after  the  time  of  annual 
meeting  of  said  society  or  until  others  shaii 
be  chosen.  Said  Society  then  proceeded  to 
choose  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  when  Ira 
Seward  was  chosen  moderator  or  president ; 
Edward  Mussey  clerk  or  secretary  ;  James  K. 
Pearson  treasurer  ;  Roswell  Gibson,  Timothy 
Gibson,  Rufus  Richardson  were  chosen  pru- 
dential committee." 

At  the  close  of  the  meeting  it  was  decided 
to  look  up  a  minister  and  install  or  ordain 
him  pastor  over  the  Mendon  Union  Society. 
They  heard  of  an  ordained  minister  of  the 
Universalist  persuasion  who  was  not  pastor 
over  any  church,  but  resided  in  Stockbndge, 
Vt.  (his  name  was  Elbridge  Wellington,)  ac- 
cordingly they  sent  one  of  the  committee  to 
treat  with  him  and  learn  if  he  would  accept 
of  the  charge  of  pastor  over  the  said  society 
and  quitclaim  all  right  to  said  lands  and  by 
deed  to  give  the  land  to  the  town  forever. 
He  readily  agreed  to  do  so  and  put  himself 
under  bonds  $2,500.  Rev.  Russel  Streeter 
of  Woodstock  being  his  bondsman.  The  25th 
of  Jan.  1836,  at  half  past  ten  o'clock  A.  M. 
a  meeting  was  held  at  the  school-house  (there 
being  no  meeting  house  in  the  town)  for  the 
installation.  Rev.  R.  Streeter  preached  the 
installation  sermon.  Rev.  Mr.  Gifford  of 
Shrewsbury  gave  the  charge  and  also,  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship.  Mr.  Wellington 
made  the  concluding  prayer.  Two  laymen 
were  present.  As  soon  as  the  meeting  closed 
Rev.  Mr.  Wellington  and  others  went  immedi- 
ately to  the  town  clerk's  office  where  a  deed 
was  made  out  and  recorded  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy  : — 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  El- 
bridge Wellington  of  Stockbridge  in  the 
County  of  Windsor  State  of  Vermont  hav- 
ing this  day  been  regularly  installed  as  min- 
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ister  over  the  Mendon  Union  Religious  Soci- 
ety and  being  therefore  settled  minister  in 
said  town  of  Mendon  in  consideration  of  one 
dollar  received  to  my  full  satisfaction,  of  the 
treasurer  of  Mendon,  the  receipt  whereof  I 
hereby  acknowledge,  have  remised,  released 
and  forever  quit-claimed  unto  the  town  of 
Mendon  three  certain  measurings  or  tracts  of 
land  of  which  I  am  seized  in  lee  by  virtue 
of  being  the  first  settled  minister  in  said 
town  ot  Mendon  and  being  the  same  tracts 
of  land,  which  were  drawn  to  the  original 
right  of  the  first  settled  minister,  in  the  first 
second  and  third  division  of  the  same  to  have 
and  to  hold  the  aforesaid  premises  with  all 
the  priviledges  and  appurtenances  to  the  said 
tract  of  land  belonging  and  pertaining,  unto 
the  said  town  of  Mendon,  to  their  sole  use 
forever,  so  that  neither  I  the  said  Elbridge 
nor  my  heirs  nor  any  person  nor  persons 
claiming  under  me  or  them,  shall  at  any- 
time hereafter  by  any  way  or  means  have 
claim  or  demand  or  any  right  or  title  to  the 
aforesaid  premises  or  appurtenances  or  any 
part  or  parcel  thereof  forever — in  witness 
whereof  I  said  Elbridge  Wellington  have  here 
unto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  25th  day  of 
January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thous- 
and eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

Signed  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 

ELBRIDGE  WELLINGTON.  (L.  S.) 
EU9SEL  STREETER. 
MOSES  STRONG." 

The  inhabitants  then  thought  fit  to  hire 
Mr.  Wellington  to  preach  in  Mendon  for  a 
time;  to  which  offer,  he  for  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation agreed  to  accede  and  preached  half 
the  time  here  for  2  years,  wheu  he  left  the 
State  and  went  to  Maine.  The  money  accru- 
ing from  said  leased  lands  has  ever  since  been 
paid  over  to  ministers  of  different  denom- 
inations who  have  preached  in  town. 

Many  Methoiiist  preachers  have  occasion- 
ally preached  at  different  parts  of  the  town. 
Anthony  Rice,  a  Methodist  minister,  former- 
ly, often  visited  and  preached,  and  several  cir- 
cuit preachers  occasionally  came  and  held 
meetings  for  several  years. 

There  were  some  Congregational  people 
and  some  Baptists,  they  generally  went  to 
Rutland  to  meeting.  Tiie  Baptist  were  call- 
ed a  branch  of  the  Rutland  Baptist  Church. 
In  those  days  the  south-western  part  of  Men- 
don being  so  near  East  Rutland  it  was  more 
convenient  for  the  inhabitants  to  attend 
meeting  tliere,  consequently  many  belonged 
to  churches  there.  There  had  never  been 
any  particular  excitement,  or  what  is  gen- 
erally called  revival  of  religion  in  town. 
They  were  in  the  condition  of  a  people  of 
olden  time  "  when  there  was  no  king  "  every 


one  did  that  which  wa3  right  in  his  own 
eyes.  Meetings  were  few  and  far  between 
and  thinly  attended  when  there  were  any. 
The  sabbath  was  desecrated,  being  use  i  a;  a 
day  of  pleasure,  hunting,  fishing  and  irink- 
ing,  by  a  certain  class  of  men,  ani  making 
calls,  going  berrying  or  some  unneoe-sary 
work  by  the  women,  while  children  foani 
almost  any  amusement  to  suit  them.  Men- 
don  became  noted  as  a  wicked  place  in  gen- 
eral ;  but  in  the  winter  of  135S,  a  revival  of 
religion  commenced  in  Rutland,  meetings  : 
were  frequent  and  many  were  interest- i  in 
them.  Some  one  gave  invitation  to  some  of 
the  foremost  and  prominent  men  to  come  ani 
hold  meetings  in  the  school-house  in  the 
northwest  part  of  the  town:  accordingly 
several  gentlemen  from  East  Rutland  village 
came  once  a  week  and  profitable  meetings 
were  held  the  remainder  of  the  winter. 
Meetings  were  well  attended ;  many  were 
anxious  inquirers  and  quite  a  number  were 
hopefullv  converted :  some  united  with  tine 
different  churches  in  Rutland  in  the  month  of 
May.  The  same  year  a  sabbath-school  was 
organized.  We  had  good  helpers  from  Rut- 
land to  assist  in  organizing  and  getting  ia 
scholars.  Among  others  was  Mr.  John  B. 
Page  and  Mr.  Henry  Dyer,  Mr.  James  Bar- 
rett, Mr.  Bennett  and  Mr.  Luther  Daniels. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Page  gave  a  library  to  the  school, 
and  took  an  active  part  in  assisting.  Mr. 
H.  Dyer  accepted  the  superintendence  of  it 
through  the  summer  and  fail.  Rev.  Mr. 
Howe,  an  Episcopal  Methodist  minister, 
preached  at  the  school-house  every  two 
weeks.  The  sabbath  school  met  at  the 
school-house  every  sabbath  at  4  o'clock : 
school  exercises  lasted  an  hour,  then  a  prayer 
meeting  was  held  an  hour.  In  September — 
same  year  three  old  women  going  home  from 
the  school  and  meeting,  being  wearied  going 
so  far  and  climbing  so  hard  a  hill,  decide  1 
that  there  must  be  a  meeting-house  in  Men- 
don, accordingly  Monday  they  met  to  decide 
ways  and  means.  They  three  decided  to 
have  a  Ladies'  Society  organized  for  one  year, 
the  funds  raised  to  be  appropriated  towards 
the  building  of  a  meeting-house  in  Mendon. 
They  sent  for  a  minister  and  others  to  come 
to  the  residence  of  C.  H.  Boom,  on  Thursday 
of  the  same  week  at  2  o'clock  to  organize  i 
Ladies'  Society  ;  also  sent  notice  a  couple  of 
miles  around  that  a  gathering  would  be  held 
at  said  house  on  aforesaid  day  and  all  were 
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requested  to  attend.  The  thing  was  so  nov- 
el that  21  were  found  at  their  first  gather- 
ing. The  society  constitution  was  framed, 
officers  chosen,  by-laws  agreed  to  and  all 
agreed  to  work  with  a  good  will  for  one  year 
as  regularly  as  they  could.  This  society  was 
organized  Sept.  23,  1S53.  After  a  few  weeks 
of  the  gatherings,  one  of  the  old  women  got 
up  a  subscription  paper  and  carried  it  around 
to  the  gentlemen  ;  all  of  whom  seemed  will- 
ing to  help  according  to  their  means.  Many 
possessed  but  small  means  and  were  uuable 
to  do  much,  but  the  people  in  Rutland  read- 
ily gave  a  helping  hand.  Among  the  fore- 
most were  John  B.  Page,  Mr.  J.  Barrett, 
Rockwood  Barrett,  Luther  Daniels,  B.  H. 
Burt  and  other  names  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion. Among  the  ladies  of  Rutland  who  aid- 
ed in  helping  we  mention  a  few  :  Mrs.  J.  B. 
Page,  Mrs.  Stevens,  Mrs.  George  Cheney,  the 
Misses  Penfields  and  Mrs.  J.  Pierpont;  and 
many  others  rendered  efficient  aid.  In  Sept. 
1859,  Mr.  J.  Barrett  sold  us  a  piece  of  land 
belonging  to  him  and  his  son  Bockwood. 
Said  land  was  in  the  middle  of  the  village 
of  Mendon.  It  was  a  desirable  place  for  a 
meeting-house.  He  let  us  have  it  at  a  low 
price.  He  had  previously  been  offered  much 
more  for  it  than  he  required  us  to  pay  ior  it. 
In  Sept.  1859,  the  house  was  raised,  and  fin- 
ished on  the  out-side  the  same  fall  before 
Christmas,  and  the  Ladios'  Society  held  a 
levee  in  the  new  meeting-house  to  sell  off 
articles  made  in  the  society.  Rutland  people 
came  in  large  loads  and  assisted  us  to  sell, 
and  bought  many  things  and  helped  to  make 
the  gathering  a  complete  success.  The  weath- 
er became  cold,  the  days  short  and  it  was 
thought  best  to  defer  woric  on  the  house  till 
spring.  When  the  spring  work  was  done 
the  work  was  renewed  and  the  building 
finished.  It  was  dedicated  about  the  first  of 
August  ISoO,  and  named  a  Union  Meeting 
House.  Elder  Leland  Howard  preached  the 
dedication  sermon,  Rev.  Dr.  Aiken  assisted 
in  the  services.  Dr.  Aiken  was  at  that 
time  Congregational  minister  in  Rutland. 

After  the  house  was  dedicated  it  was 
thought  advisable  to  hire  a,  minister.  Elder 
Leland  Howard  had  been  pastor  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Rutland  several  years,  but  his 
failing  health  would  not  permit  his  attending 
to  so  large  a  charge.  He  had  given  it  up  for 
a  time  and  they  had  another  minister  for  that 
year,  so  the  inhabitants  of  Mendon  made  ap- 


plication for  and  obtained  his  services  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  When  cold  weather 
set  in,  he  was  not  able  to  come,  but  Rutland 
supplied  our  house  with  preachers  of  different 
denominations  awhile.  In,  or  about  the  last 
of  Feb.  1861,  Mr.  R.  H.  Howard,  au  Episco- 
pal Methodist  preached  about  2  month;  an  I 
after  the  Methodist  Conference  set  tiiey  sent 
Mr.  Spencer,  Episcopal  Methodist,  1  year. 
He  left  the  spring  of  1362,  when  Elder 
Howard,  Baptist,  again  supplied  preaching 
through  the  summer  till  cold  weather  ;n. 
A  Mr.  Barton,  Wesleyan,  Methodist,  came 
and  preached  through  the  winter  of  l$o'S, 
and  remained  through  that  year  ani  till 
spring  of  186-4.  The  next  minister  was  Mr. 
Herrick,  Episcopal  Methodist,  till  the  spring 
of  1865;  succeeded  by  Mr.  Loveitt,  Episcopal 
Methodist,  who  remained  2  years,  till  taa 
spring  of  1867.  Then,  Rev.  N.  E.  Jenkins.  2 
years,  a  Wesleyan  Methodist,  who  left  in  the 
spring  of  '69.  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart  2  years 
till  the  spring  of  1371,  also  Wesleyan  Mrth- 
odist.  Rev.  Mr.  Barn*,  Wesleyan.  is  the 
present  incumbent  in  1871.  In  Nov.  2*>ch. 
1867,  R.ev.  N.  E.  Jenkins  organize!  a  Wes- 
leyan Methodist  Church  at  the  Union  Chap- 
el in  Mendon.  The  following  are  the  na:urs 
of  those  constituted  members  at  that  time: 
George  A.  B.  Bissel,  Jasper  L.  Williams,  Ira 
Ormsby,  Wrn.  Tenny.  Wm.  D  Kennistoa, 
Mary  L.  Keniston,  James  Ranger,  Mary 
Ann  Farr, — since  then  others  have  been  aid- 
ed, Mrs.  Elvira  Nichols,  Mrs.  Christiana  Wil- 
liams, Miss  Clara  Pike,  Mr.  Collins  Eg^les- 
ton,  Mr3.  Deborah  Es^leston,  Mrs.  Smith, 
Mrs.  R.  Richardson,  B.  H.  Barns.  Abel  N. 
Barns,  Ellen  Shaw,  Edward  Eggleston. 

In  the  year  183-4,  Draper  Ruggles  from 
Rutland,  and  in  company  with  him,  a  brother 
in-law,  Mr.  Norman  liurd,  came  to  Mendon 
and  set  up  a  tannery  in  the  north-west  par: 
of  the  town.  They  carried  it  on  two  or 
three  years  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Alanson  Mason,  J.  Barrett,  Brown  «5c  Co. 
Mason  got  tired  of  it  left  and  went  West ; 
then  Mr.  Barrett  engaged  lohn  Osborn  from 
Dan  vers  Mass.  to  carry  on  the  concern.  Os- 
born built  and  set  op  a  small  store  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Mendon.  A  neighborhood  library 
was  got  up ;  Osborn  was  first  librari  in. 
Edward  Mussey,  before  this  had  kept  a  :  ivera 
in  the  old  Estabrook's  stand,  a  little  distance 
south  of  said  village.  He  bought  a  place  in  the 
village,  added  considerable  to  the  house  aci 
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opened  a  tavern  and  kept  the  first  post  office 
in  town.  Osborn  carried  on  the  tanning 
business  till  1850.  He  then  went  back  to 
Massachusetts  and  the  tannery  building  pass- 
ed into  the  hands  of  Isaiah  Averill  who 
cleared  out  the  tanery  concern  and  put  in  a 
pill-box  factory  and  worked  at  that  till  all 
the  white  birch  near  by  was  worked  up, 
when  it  passed  back  into  Barrett's  hands. 
Then  Wm.  C.  Walker  moved  into  the  place 
and  put  machinery  into  the  building  for  a 
worsted  factory.  The  basement  part  is  now 
a  stave-factory.  The  machinery  for  worsted 
is  not  now  in  operation,  but  they  expect  to 
3tart  again  next  spring — (1872.) 

The  village  of  Mendon  (a  small  place  to 
call  village)  is  in  the  north-west  part  of  the 
town,  on  the  direct  road  from  Rutland  to 
Woodstock,  through  Bridgewater,  and  also  to 
Bethel  through  Stockbridge.  There  are  only 
aboutadozen  families  there  now.  The  meet- 
ing-house is  in  about  the  middle  of  the  vil- 
lage. There  is  a  grocery-store  kept  in  the 
place,  and  a  blacksmith's  shop.  The  post  of- 
fice is  kept  at  the  grocery  by  Mr.  Aloton  Ben- 
nett. They  have  a  Temperance  society,  and 
since  the  meeting  house  has  been  occupied, 
the  Sabbath  is  belter  observed  and  the  sab- 
bath-school has  never  yet  winter  killed  as 
in  some  small  places.  No  disputes  have  been 
raised  in  town  in  regard  to  doctors  and  law- 
yers. They  have  never  been  blessed  by  the 
former  nor  cursed  by  the  latter, — none  in 
town.  The  grand  list  in  1811  was  $  1,681.00. 
The  population  as  follows: 
1791,  was  34  ;  1800,  was  37  :  1810,  was  111; 
1820,  M  174;  1830,  "  432:1840,  M  545; 
1850,  "    554;  1870,  M  612. 

Accidental  Deaths.  In  April,  1853,  Har- 
rison Searls,  killed  by  logs  at  the  mill  rolling 
on  to  him.  In  1832,  Mrs.  Petty,  in  attempt- 
ing to  dip  up  a  pail  of  water  out  of  the  race 
way,  fell  in  and  was  carried  under  the  wheel 
and  crushed  to  death.  In  July  of  1849,  Fred- 
erick Ranger  accidentally  shot  himself  and 
fell  dead.  In  18"9  John  Eggloston  was  found 
dead  in  the  field,  it  was  supposed,  died  in  a 
fir  In  1S60,  Joseph  Cullett,  killed  by  the 
fall  of  a  tree;  the  same  year,  Fannie  Farr,  a 
child,  killed  by  a  fall  from  a  sate.  In  1851, 
Ellis  Pratt,  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  tree.  In 
1853,  Wm  Eggleston  killed  by  the  fill  of  a 
tree.  In  June,  1867,  Mrs.  Francis  Willis  and 
her  daughter  Julia,  a  young  girl,  while  stand- 
ing in  their  door  were  killed  by  lightning. 


The  elevation  of  Mendon  village  abo\e 
Rutland  court-house  is  3.94  ft.  barometric 
measurement  by  Joel  Andrews  of  Albany, 
N.  Y. 

Cyrus  Edson,  born  in  Bridgewater,  Mass., 
moved  to  Parkerstown  in  1325.  He  lived  to 
be  85  years  old  His  son,  Ezra  Edson,  came 
into  Parkerstown  with  his  father's  family, 
afterwards  went  away  to  learn  the  trade 
of  blacksmith,  in  1833.  Married  Angelina 
Washburn  of  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  moved  to 
Mendon  in  1840.  Ever  since  that  time  he 
has  held  some  town  office.  He  has  been  Jus- 
tice of  the  peace  25  years,  except  one  year 
of  the  time ;  he  has  been  an  active  man  and 
much  looked  up  to  not  only  in  town  affairs, 
but  in  aiding  and  encouraging  the  cause  of 
religion,  always  ready  with  purse  and  hand 
to  pay  for  preaching,  and  an  efficient  helper 
in  the  Sabbath  School,  and  been  superinten- 
dent much  of  the  time  since  the  school  was 
organized  or  at  least  when  no  one  else  want- 
ed that  office. 

James  K.  Pearson,  born  in  Rutland, 
moved  into  Mendon  about  1835.  He  was  a 
prominent  man  and  held  several  town  offices. 
He  was  a  peace-maker  and  never  liked  law- 
suits. All  difficulties,  he  advised  his  towns- 
men to  settle  among  themselves.  He  was  al- 
so a  charitable  man  to  the  poor  or  unfortu- 
nate and  kept  the  town  clear  of  paupers  sev- 
eral years.  Although  he  was  a  poor  man  he 
always  had  a  trifle  to  give  if  any  one  was  in 
need.  He  died  in  March  of  1853.  One  in- 
cident of  his  life  I  will  relate.  When  the 
ministerial  lands  were  given  to  the  town,  it 
was  agreed  that  every  religious  society  in 
town  should  have  a  share  of  it.  There  had 
been  only  Methodist  preaching  some  years 
and  they  had  the  money  or  some  part  of  it. 
Mr.  Pearsons  claimed  that  some  other  preach- 
ing might  be  had  and  said  he  wanted  a  dol- 
lar and  would  engage  a  minister  to  preach  a 
lecture  on  a  certain  evening.  It  was  given 
to  him,  and  he  went  to  Rutland  to  see  Elder 
Howard,  and  told  him  he  wanted  him  to 
come  to  Mendon  and  give  a  lecture  on  a  cer- 
tain evening,  and  also  told  him  about  the 
dollar  he  hail  got,  and  said  he  would  send  a 
team  to  bring  him  to  Mendon  and  carrv  him 
back  again.  The  thing  took  the  Elder's  fan- 
cy. Ho  had  never  preached  in  Mendon  and 
asked  Pearson  of  what  denomination  the 
generality  of  the  people  were.  Pearson  said 
they  were  free  thinkers. 
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When  the  evening  came,  the  school  house 
was  well  filled,  as  a  notice  had  been  given 
out.  The  Elder  carae  and  was  by  the  stove 
to  warm  himself,  it  being  in  the  winter.  He 
looked  around  and  observed  a  full  house,  and 
said  he  was  glad  to  see  them.  He  also  said, 
your  neighbor  Pearson  invited  me  here  to 
talk  to  you  and  said  you  were  free  think- 
ers, and  now  I  will  try  to  tell  you  of  some- 
thing to  think  about.  He  commenced  his 
meeting  and  then  took  for  his  text  these 
words,"  What  think  ye  of  Jtsus!"  All  were 
interested  and  attentive  and  Elder  How- 
ard had  always  friends  in  Mendon  after  that. 
Many  still  remember  something  of  that  dis- 
course. 

In  a  part  of  Mendon  called  the  Notch,  was 
the  mill,  well  stored  with  lumber  and  logs 
and  a  large  quantity  of  wood  corded  up:  In 
May  of  1871,  the  saw-mill,  2  barns  and  7 
dwelling  houses  were  burned  down  with  the 
household  stuff  they  contained  and  most  of 
the  clothing  belonging  to  the  families.  A 
number  of  men  hired  to  work  getting  out 
lumber,  lost  all  their  clothes  except  what 
they  had  on.  There  being  so  much  dry  lum- 
ber and  bark,  before  they  were  aware  of  dan- 
ger they  were  surrounded  with  a  sea  of  flame. 
The  cattle  and  horses  were  got  away  but  some 
hogs  and  fowls  were  lost ;  loss  estimated  at 
|  20.000. 

Zidon  Edson  was  born  !n  Grafton,  Vt.  He 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Parkerstown, 
built  the  first  mill  in  town  in  1810  or  in  1811; 
it  was  carried  off  by  a  freshet,  he  suffered  con- 
siderable loss  at  that  time.  The  place  where 
he  lived  was  on  the  road  from  Rutland  to 
Woodstock,  he  got  up  and  went  out  doors  ear- 
ly one  morning  and  saw  his  hog  rooting  some- 
thing about  in  the  road,  went  out  and  saw 
the  hog  had  a  pair  of  saddlebags  tumbling 
them  abont,  he  took  them  into  the  house 
opened  and  examined  them  and  found  2  large 
bundles  of  Bank  notes  in  them,  he  then  went 
out  examined  the  road,  saw  tracks  where  a 
horse  had  just  passed.  lie  followed  on  the 
tracks  to  Rufus  Richardson's  public  house.  A 
man  had  just  dismounted  from  the  horse,  and 
gone  into  the  house,  and  as  Edson  carae  in, 
was  giving  orders  to  have  his  hors<-  unsaddled 
and  fed  while  he  could  have  some  breakfast, 
said  he  wanted  a  pair  of  saddle-baga  brought 
into  the  house.  Richardson  went  to  obey  or- 
ders, took  care  of  the  horse,  but  found  no  sad- 
dle-bags. When  he  came  in,  he  asked  for  them. 


Richardson  said  there  were  none  on  the  horse. 
The  man  was  positive,  accused  Richard-or.  of 
secreting  them.  (Edson  by  the  bye  had  -lip- 
ped theru  into  another  room,  when  he  came 
in).  Matters  began  to  grow  serious,  some  hard 
threatening  words  passed,  when  Edson  asked 
the  man  if  he  should  know  his  saddlebags  if 
he  saw  them,  and  if  he  knew  certain  he  left 
them  on  the  horse.  The  man  was  ready  to 
take  any  oath  Jhat  they  were  on  the  horse 
when  he  came  into  the  house.  Edson  then 
stepped  to  the  place  where  he  put  them  and 
brought  them  forward  well  daubed  with  mad 
and  dirt.  The  man  was  instantly  calmed 
down;  convinced  he  had  been  careless,  ha 
said  the  money  was  intrusted  to  him  to  con- 
vey from  Rutland  to  Woodstock.  Mr.  Edson 
was  many  years  a  well  known  and  an  active 
citizen  of  Rutland.  He  resided  at  different 
times  in  Mendon  and  Shrewsbury  in  Rutland 
county.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Constitu- 
tional convention  of  1814,  from  Men  ion, 
(then  Parkerstown),  and  that  of  1822,  from 
Shrewsbury  and  was  representative  tYora  Par- 
kerstown to  the  general  assembly  of  Vermont; 
in  1813,  and  from  Shrewsbury  in  1822,  '25  and 
'26.  He  held  several  offices  in  Mendon,  and 
was  a  business  man.  He  removed  to  the  West 
in  1850  ;  after  that  he  resided  most  of  tne  time 
with  his  daughter  in  Aurora,  III.;  died  April 
6,  1870,  aged  So  years.  He  was  a  represen- 
tative man  of  New  England  fifty  years  ago, 
strong,  bold  and  rugge  1  in  character  an  i  c  ju- 
victions,  fearless  for  the  right.  He  had  a  pre- 
dilection and  a  mind  peculiarly  fitted  for  the 
legal  professi  >n,  but  poverty  and  its  attend- 
ant circumstances  in  early  life  frustrated  his 
chosen  aim  and  he  became  a  farmer  ;  but  many 
years  his  face  was  familiar  at  the  sessions  of 
our  County  courts,  and  of  his  long  services  aa 
magistrate  in  Mendon  and  Shrewsbury,  many 
anecdotes  are  extant,  illustrative  of  his  sound 
common  sense,  his  native  shrewdness,  lu3  ap- 
preciation and  love  of  justice,  and  his  abhor- 
ance  of  all  deception  and  wrong.  In  him 
was  more  than  fullilled  the  allotted  period  of 
life,  full  of  years  and  ripe  for  the  harvest,  ha 
has  dropped  the  husks  of  this  ma;eriai  life 
and  passed  away. 

[Mr*.  B"Orn,  the  writer  of  this  sketch,  now  in  h*r 
78th  year,  is  a  smart  woman  of  the  oM  school.  W« 
visited  hf  r  by  her  special,  kind  request  At  her  h^me  ia 
Mention — a  pleasant  home  among  tha  mountains — ia 
L862  <»r  '•'.}.  Her  family  consist*  of  herself  <^.J  hu*> 
band.  B"th  are  now  in  poor  health,  auJ  win  .  '  _^*-» 
eutly  soon  pais  away. — £J.J 
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Ifanus. 
Robert  Penor, 
Abel  M.  Peters, 


Age. 

23. 
23, 


SOLDIERS  FUB5ISHED  BY  ME5D0N. 
Reg.     Co.  Enlisted. 


Marcus  E.  Tenney,      IS,  2      B  Aug.  13,  "6 


Henry  H.  Rowe,  25, 

Elijah  M.  Mann,  26, 

Edward  J.  Neff,  27, 

Harrison  D.  Peters,  19, 

Nelson  A.  Rich,  13, 

Frank  Sanders,  21, 

Isaac  Sawyer,  19, 

Frederic  Wilcox,  29, 

Wallace  Wilkins,  19, 

Franklin  H.  Downey,  30, 

Luther  Rice,  18, 

Nelson  F.  Wheeler,  19, 

Nelson  Durkee,  45, 

Charles  Wilkins,  20, 

Oliver  P.  Mordick,  18, 


Justin  Clark,  18, 

John  Plath,  34, 

Wm.  H.  Shedd,  25, 

Joseph  H.  Peters,  45, 

Joseph  H.Peters,  jr.,  13, 

Ebenezer  H.  Rhodes,  36, 

Enos  Goslaw,  43, 

Alfred  Peters,  24, 
Wm.  D.  Kenniston, 

Josiah  Brown,  jr.,  18, 

Amos  W.  Edson,  23, 

Christopher  R.  Rice,  33, 

Frederic  F.  Cady,  43, 

Albert  W.  Edson,  18, 

Melvin  C.  Edson,  29, 

Wm.  Rock,  20, 

George  A.  Wilkins,  30, 

Charies  W.  Pett^v,  18, 

Phineas  R.  Rice,       ,  44, 

Harlan  P.  Sherwin,  25, 

Joel  S.  FriDk,  20, 

Alonzo  Hoyt,  23, 

Charles  Stebbin3,  21, 

Wm.  Butterfly,  19, 

John  Provost,  24, 

Wm.  Stewart,  32, 

John  Kennedy,  26, 

George  Potter,  35, 

George  Henry  Rock,  18, 

Anthony  Birney,  29, 

John  Lambert,  25, 

Henry  Rowe,  23, 
Wm.  E.  Stone, 

Paul  Clark,  18, 

Clark  L  Long,  33, 
Friend  Weeks, 


Remarks. 

B  May  8,  '61.  Re-en.  Dec.  31, 1863 ;  Must,  out  July  15/65- 
G  Sept.  4,  '61.  discharged  Dec.  21,  '62;  re-en.  bee  ]6> 
'63,  wounded,  sent  to  general  hospital, 
woun'd  May  3,  '63;  pro.  Serg.  Feb.  23, 
2d,  Lieut.  June  7.  '64,  must,  out,  June 

19,  '65. 

G  Aug.  23,  '61.  deserted  Sept.  18,  '62. 

G  Aug.  23,  '61.  transferred  to  Vet.  Res.  Corps,  1865. 

G  Aug.  28,  '61.  deserted  June  25,  1862. 

G  Aug.  24,  '61.  died  Jan.  24,  1862. 

G  Aug.  27,  '61.  pro.  Corp.,  wounded,  sent  to  gen.  hos.  Oct 

20,  1863. 
23,  '61.  discharged,  Jan.  13,  1862. 
26,  '61.  discharged  Dec.  14,  '61,  again  en.  July  30, 

'62  in  10th,  reg.  Co.  C.  died  Dec.  1  7.  "63. 
transferred  to  invalid  corps,  Sept.  1,  '63. 
discharged  July  1, '62. 
Sick  in  gen.  hos.  since  May  4  ;  '64  deserted, 
deserted  Feb.  5,  '61. 

wound,  and  missing  in  action,  Mav  6,  '64. 
di/d  at  Ship  Island,  Oct.  19,  '62. 
died  Sept.  20,  '62. 

re-en.  Feb.- 16,  '64  ;  pro.  corp.,  then  sergt., 
June  1,  '65;  reg  quartermaster,  sergt. 
Feb.  1,  '66;  must,  out  quarter  master 
sergt.  March  14,  1866. 
discharged  June  6,  '63. 
re  en.  Feb  19,  '64  ;  deserted  Feb.  19,  '65. 
discharged  Dec.  8,  '62. 
re-en.  Feb.  20,  '64. 
died  Nov.  22  '62. 
died  Nov.  10,  '62. 
died  April  4.  '62. 
I  Jan.  14,  '62.  died  Jan.  6,  '63. 
I  Jan.  9,  62.     pro.  sergt.,  discharged  Oct.  22,  '63. 
B  June  28,  '62.  des.  Dec.  10  '62,  returned  under  President's 

proclamation,  dishon.  dis.  June  1j65. 
B  June  13,  '62.  remov'd  and  trans,  to  Vet.  res.  corps  July 
1,  '64.  ' 

C  Julv  16,  '62. 
KAug.  25,  '62. 
KAug.  19,  '62. 
KAug.  23,  '62. 
KAug.  25,  '62. 
K  M 
HSept.  10,  '62. 


G  Aug 
G  Aug. 

G  Sept. 
G  Aug. 
G  Aug, 
G  ° 
G 

I  Jan. 
BDec. 
D  Dec. 


2,  '61. 
22,  '61. 
13,  '62. 


!,  '62. 
'61. 
'61. 


D  Dec.  21,  '61. 
D  Dec.  27,  '61 
D  Dec.  16,  '61. 
D  Jan.  20,  '62. 
D  Jan.  15.  '62. 
G  Jan.  17,  '62. 
I  Jan.  14,  '62. 


14  H 

14  H 

12  KAug.  25,  '62. 

7  D  Dec.  16,  '61. 

7  D  Dec.  5.  '61. 

7  B  Aug.  25,  '6-1. 

7  KFeb.  1,  '65. 

7  D  Feb.  13,  '65. 

7  D  Feb.  1-1,  '65. 

7  D  Feb.  6,  '65. 
lstcav.KAug.  16,  '64. 

5  EAug.  14,  '62. 


re-en.  Sept.  1,  1864,  absent,  sick  Jane  13, 

'65,  died  July  6,  '65. 
deserted  July  7,  '63. 


pro.  corp.  re-en.  Feb.  17,  '64,  pro.  serg.  '65. 
re-en.  Feb.  16,  '64. 
mustered  out  July  14,  '65. 


must,  out  June  21,  '65. 
pro.  corp.  Oct.  24,  '64; 


must,  out,  Jus 

19,  '65. 

5  F  Aug.  23,  '61.  re-en.  Feb.  20,  64  ;  must,  out  June  29  *65. 
lstcav.EOct.  1,  '61. 

7       H  died  while  belonging  to  7th  reg. 

9  B  Aug.  10,  '64,  must,  out  June  13,  '65. 
lstcav.DSept.  6,  '64.  must,  out  June  21,  '65. 

1  served  as  substitute  in  Co.  F.,  died. 
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C  Dec.  11. 

B  Aug.  10,  '64.  must  out  June  13,  '65. 
B 

B  Aug.  15,  '64.  died  Nov.  21,  '6L 
I  Aug.  12,  '02.  deserted  Jan.  1,  '64. 


Names.  Age.  Reg. 

Leland  Williams,  26,  10 

Orick  Sprague,  18,  9 

Edward  Z.  Holbrook,  18,  9 

Lewis  A.  Martin,  18,  9 

Addison  Webster,  21,  2 

Men  drafted  andpaid  commutation. 
Harvey  Corey.  George  Petty, 

George  Eggleston,       Reuben  Ranger. 
Wm.  Kimball,  jr., 

Willard  Edson,  furnished  substitute.  Le- 
land Williams,  paid  commutation,  and  after- 
wards re-enlisted,  was  taken  prisoner,  libera- 
ted and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war,  and 
mustered  out. 

U.  S.  navy  men  paid  by  Mendon  for  services. 
David  Conner,  Antonio  Roderick, 

Wm.  Harrigan,  Charles  Smart. 

James  Landy, 

Mendon  furnished,  in  number,  for  soldiers, 
more  than  half  the  number  of  legal  voters  in 
town,  paid  about  $  13,000  bounty  money, 
and  paid  commutation  money,  $2,400,  and 
furnished  two  men  over  the  quota  required, 
quite  a  number  of  men  belonging  to  Mendon 
enlisted  in  and  went  for  other  towns. 

MENDON  INCIDENTS. 

When  Rufus  Richardson  was  a  young  man, 
living  at  home,  at  his  father's,  who  kept  a 
sort  of  public  house  in  Mendon,  to  accomo- 
date travellers,  crossing  the  mountain  from 
Rutland  to  Woodstock,  his  mother  had  to 
keep  a  hired  girl,  and  she  had  a  good  smart 
one;  her  name  was  Lydia  Fales.  Rufus  and 
Lydia  took  a  liking  for  each  other  and  agreed 
to  get  married.  Both  of  them  were  great 
workers  and  very  economical.  They  hardly 
could  spare  time  to  go  to  Rutland  to  get 
married  and  there  was  no  one  in  Mendon 
nearer  than  Rutland  to  perform  the  ceremony, 
bo  they  waited  a  little,  till  it  so  happened  one 
day  Esq.  Williams  of  Rutland,  who  had  bus- 
iness to  attend  to  in  Woodstock,  called  at 
Richardson's  to  get  a  baiting  for  his  horse 
and  dinner  for  himself.  Lydia  was  washing 
that  day,  had  got  all  done  except  to  finish 
mopping  the  floor.  She  was  right  in  the 
midst  of  that  exercise  when  in  came  Rufus 
and  told  her  there  was  a  justice  of  the  peace 
in  the  other  room  and  proposed  they  should 
be  married  then,  which  she  agreed  to,  provi- 
ded she  might  stand  up  and  have  the  cere- 
mony performed  just  as  she  was,  without  the 
trouble  of  changing  her  dress,  which  was 
agreed  to.    The  Justice  was  called  in.  She 


threw  down  her  mop  and  was  mi-ri-i.  She 
then  took  up  her  mop  and  finished  her  work 
without  any  more  hindrance,  fche 
him  a  good  wife,  was  a  good  neighbor  an  i  a 
kind  mother  to  a  large  family  of  children. 
Her  husband  was  one  of  the  first  business 
men  in  town  and  was  always  couriered,  so 
as  long  as  he  lived. 

One  more  incident  to  show  Mendon  as  is 
was  some  four  or  five  years  ago.  Mr.  Eison 
Johnson  kept  a  public  house  where  t~e 
Richardson's  used  to.  The  youn.:  folks  ur> 
there  were  decided  to  have  a$ur-~r  an!  a 
dance  at  Johnson's  hall.  Mr.  Johnson  hap- 
pened to  be  down  at  what  is  cailed  Mendon 
Village  and  gave  out  several  invitations  :o 
have  all  that  were  pleased  to  do  so  come  and 
take  supper  and  join  the  company.  The 
Methodist  minister  happening  to  come  along, 
Johnson  gave  him  an  invitation  also.  Tne 
Minister  said  he  could  not  dance,  never  knew 
how,  and  his  vocation  was  preaching — he 
could  do  that  well.  Johnson  said,  come  and 
preach  to  us  then  ;  he  would  warrant  him  an 
attentive  audience  and  good  treatment  and  a 
good  supper.  The  Minister  asked  what  time 
they  would  have  supper  ?  Well,  Johnson 
thought,  they  would  get  through  dancing 
and  be  ready  for  supper  about  11,  or  between 
that  and  12  o'clock.  The  minister  sa:  j  he 
always  ate  his  supper  early.  Well,  Johnson 
said,  come  and  preach  after  their  scps  -  r. 
Finally  he  agreed  to  come,  and  the  evening 
of  the  party  several  neighbors  wen:  with 
him.  They  got  there  just  as  supper  was  end- 
ed. Johnson  had  given  out  word  what  w;« 
going  to  be,  and  the  house  was  full.  Every- 
thing all  ready  for  the  pr  aching.  The  min- 
ister soon  commenced  his  meetinz  in  the 
usual  way  and  took  for  his  text  "  For  bodily 
exercise  profiteth  little — but  godliness,  is 
profitable  unto  all  things — having  promise 
of  the  life  that  now  is  and  of  that  which  is 
to  come.  Tim.  iv.  8.  Every  one  was  attentive. 
All  were  interested.  The  audience,  w;.en  ne 
had  finished  his  discour-e,  asked  lum  to  ::z- 
tinue  longer  and  thanked  him  for  c  aningJ 
and  ever  after  as  long  as  he  remain- i  ii 
Mendon,  he  had  full  meetings  on  the  sabbath. 
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MIDDLETOWN. 

BT  HON.  BARNES  FRISBIB. 

Middletwon,  situated  in  the  S.  W.  part  of 
Rutland  County,  is  bounded  N.  by  Poultney 
aud  Ira,  E.  by  Ira  and  Tinmouth,  S.  by  Tin- 
mouth  and  Weils  and  W.  by  Wells  and  Poult- 
ney. The  territory  of  which  it  is  composed 
was  taken  from  the  towns  of  Poultney,  Ira, 
Tinmouth  and  Wells.  Poultney,  Tinmouth 
and  Wells  received  their  charters  as  early  as 
1761.  The  date  of  the  charter  of  Ira  is  be- 
lieved to  have  been  about  the  same  time. 
I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  exact  date. 

The  township  of  Middletown  was  created 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  Oct.  28,  1784. 

THE  ACT    OF  INCORPORATION. 

At  an  adjourned  session  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  held  at 
Benn.ngton  the  third  Thursday  in  February, 
1734,  on  Friday  afternoon,  February  27th  the 
following  record  is  made: 

A  petition  signed  by  Joseph  Spauldinsr, 
and  fifty  others,  inhabitants  of  the  northwest 
corner  of  Tinmouth,  northeast  corner  of 
Wells,  southeast  corner  of  Pouitney,  and 
southwest  corner  of  Ira  setting  forth  that 
the  mountains,  &c,  around  them  are  so 
impracticable  to  pass  that  it  is  with  great 
trouble  and  difficulty  that  they  can  meet 
with  the  towns  they  belong  to,  in  town 
and  othef  meetings,  &c.,  and  praying  that 
they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  town, 
with  the  privileges,  <&c,  was  read  and  refer-  ( 
ed  to  a  committee  of  five,  to  join  a  committee 
from  the  Council,  to  take  the  same  into  con- 
sideration, state  facts  and  make  report.  The 
members  chosen  were  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr. 
Moses  Robinson,  Mr.  Jewett,  Mr.  Taylor  and 
Mr.  Cogsell. 

On  Monday,  March  1st,  1784,  the  following 
record  appears  on  the  journal  of  the  House  : 

The  committee,  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  M.  Rob- 
inson, Mr.  Jewett,  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Cog- 
sell,  with  the  committee  of  the  Council,  ap- 
pointed on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Spaulding, 
and  fifty-two  others  inhabitants  of  Wells, 
Tinmouth,  &c.,  brought  in  the  following  re- 
port : 

"  That  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  petition 
be  laid  over  until  the  next  session  of  Assem- 
bly ;  and  that  this  assembly  appoint  a  disin- 
terested Committee,  consisting  of  three  per- 
sons, at  the  cost  of  the  petitioners,  to  go  on 
the  premises,  state  fact-*,  and  mike  report  to 
the  next  session  of  Assembly." 

The  aforesaid  report  was  read  and  accept- 
ed :  Whereupon, 

Retolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be 
appointed  to  nominate  three  persons.  lor  said 
committee,  and  make  report.  The  members 
cho-en  were  Mr.  6.  Knight,  Mr.  Whipple 
and  Mr.  CoeselL 


On  the  opening  of  the  afternoon  ses*i  >a 
of  that  day  the  following  record  was  made: 

Mr.  S.  Knight.  Mr.  Whipple  and  Mr.  Cog- 
s'11  the  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  \ 
disinterested  Committee,  on  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Spaulding,  of  Wells,  &c,  brought  la 
the  following  report,  viz. 

"  That  they  beg  to  nominate  Mr.  Moses 
Robinson,  of  Rupert,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Blanch- 
ard,  of  Rutland,  and  Brewster  Higley,  Esq., 
of  Castleton,  for  said  Committee,"  Where- 
upon, 

Mesolved,  That  the  aforesaid  Moses  Robin- 
son, Nathaniel  Blanehard  and  Brewster  Hig- 
ley, be,  aud  they  are  hereby  appointed  a 
Committee,  agreeable  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  who  took  said  petition  under  con- 
sideration, and  that  they  make  their  report 
of  the  facts  and  their  proceedings  at  the  next 
session  of  the  Assembly.  And  that  Mr. 
Robinson  appoint  the  time  and  place  for  hear- 
ing the  parties,  and  notify  the  otner  members 
of  the  Committee,  and  the  parties,  to  attend 
accordingly. 

At  the  next  session  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly, held  in  October  at  Rutland,  the  Com- 
mittee made  their  report  of  the  facts,  accom- 
panied with  a  bill  incorporating  certain  ter- 
ritory of  the  towns  of  Wells,  Poultney,  Tin- 
mouth and  Ira,  into  a  town  under  the  name 
of  Middletown. 

Prior  to  this  action  the  territory  of  which 
it  is  composed  was  included  in  the  above 
named  four  towns. 

The  settlement  was  commenced  some  years 
before  1784;  and  in  speaking  of  this  set- 
tlement, we  shall,  for  convenience,  speak 
of  it  as  Middletown. 

The  exact  date  when  the  first  settlers  carne 
here,  perhaps  cannot  now  be  given  It  was 
before  the  Revolutionary  War.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son in  his  history  says,  that  "  the  settlement 
was  commenced  a  short  time  before  the  Rev- 
olutionary War  by  Thomas  Morgan  and 
others,"  "  and  mills  were  erected."  Thomas 
Morgan  came  here  before  the  war,  and  so 
did  Richard  and  Benjamin  Haskins,  Phineas 
Clou^h  and  Luther  Filmore.  Mr.  Morgan, 
who  lived  until  1311.  said  to  me  before  his 
death,  when  he  came  here  he  found  his  way 
by  mark*  d  trees,  and  throughout  the  eutire 
town  it  was  one  unbroken  forest.  He  said 
he  came  about  3  years  before  the  war  and 
when  that  commenced  left.  But  he  probably 
treated  the  stirring  events  of  1777  in  this 
region,  in  which  we  may  include  the  evacua- 
tion of  Ticonderoga,  Burgoyne's  invasion, 
and  the  battle  of  Bennington,  as  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  for  he  was  here  until 
a  short  time  before  the  battle  of  Bennington, 
Aug.  16,  1777.  The  probability  is  the  set- 
tlement was  commenced  in  1774. 
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Mr.  Morgan,  after  he  came,  put  up  a  log 
house,  and  commenced  clearing  the  forest. 
He  purchased  100  acres  of  land  about  three 
fourths  of  a  mile  south  of  where  the  village 
now  is,  and  put  up  hi3  log  house  a  few  feet 
north  of  where  the  framed-house  now  stands 
on  the"  old  Morgan  farm."  By  the  summer 
of  1777,  I  should  judge  he  had  made  consid- 
erable progress  in  clearing  up  his  land,  as  he 
had  that  summer  4  acres  of  wheat.  He  was 
called  away  to  Bennington,  and  his  wheat 
was  never  harvested. 

Richard  Haskins  had  commenced  a  settle- 
ment a  little  east  of  the  village,  near  where 
Lucius  Copeland  Esq..  now  lives.  He  too,  in 
1777,  had  2  acres  of  wheat  which  he  never 
harvested,  but  went  to  Bennington. 

Benj.  Haskin3  had  built  a  log  house  and 
commenced  a  settlement  near  where  Dea.  A. 
Haynes  now  lives.  Luther  Filmore  had  put 
up  a  log  house  on  the  S.  W.  corner  of  what 
is  now  known  as  "  the  green,"  in  the  village. 
Where  Phineas  Clough  tirst  located  himself 
is  not  now  positively  known  ;  but  he  very 
early  settled  on  what  has  since  been  known 
as  the  "  Orcutt  farm,"  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Lobdill.  Those  five  men  are  all  who  are 
now  known  to  have  been  here  before  the 
Revolutionary  war.  They  all  left  in  the 
-summer  of  1777,  joined  the  militia  at  Man- 
chester, and  were  all  in  Bennington  battle. 

The  mills  known  as  "  Miner's  mills,"  in  an 
early  day,  were  built  by  Gideon  Miner  in 
1782.  They  were  located  about  h  mile  east 
of  where  the  village  now  is.  Mr.  Morgan 
assisted  Mr.  Miner,  as  a  workman,  in  build- 
ing the  mills.  Morgan  brought  the  mill-irons 
from  Bennington  on  a  horse.  Some  of  the 
Miner  family  have  informed  us  there  was 
"  some  sort  of  a  mill  there"  when  Mr.  Mi- 
ner came;  but  Mr.  Morgan's  descendants  are 
confident  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  mills  in 
Middietown  until  he  worked  for  Miner  in 
1782.  So  we  cannot  reliably  state  by  whom 
this  some-sort-of-a-mill  was  built.  The 
opinion  of  the  old  people  seems  to  have  been 
that  it  was  the  work  of  Mr.  Morgan.  It 
might  have  been  ;  but  whosoever  it  was  the 
mill  never  went  into  operation,  and  Mr.  Mi- 
ner hud  to  build  anew  in  1732; 

Mr.  Thompson  says,  that  the  settlers  re- 
turned after  the  war."  It  is  true  there  was 
not  much  done  by  way  of  settlement  for  some 
three  or  four  years  subsequent  to  the  summer 
of  1777,  when  the  settlers  left  to  meet  the  ir- 


vaders  at  Bennington.  But  we  find  Benj. 
Haskins  and  Phineas  Clough  back  here  ia 
17784  and  Morgan  and  Filmore  were  back 
soon  after;  and  a  good  many  others  were 
here  before  the  close  of  the  war.  Azor  Per- 
ry came  as  early  as  1778  ;  Jarnes  and  Thorna3 
McClure,  it  is  supposed,  carne  in  1779  ;  Wil- 
liam and  Jonathan  Frisbie  came  in  1781  and 
Gideon  Miner,  Nathaniel  Wood  and  hi3  son3, 
Jacob  and  Ephraim,  Caleb  Smith,  Jonathan 
Brewster,  Gamaliel  Waldo,  Nathan  Walton, 
and  some  others  were  here  as  early  a.s  1782. 
Joseph  Spaulding  and  3ome  others,  it  is  sup- 
posed, came  the  same  year,  but  we  cannot  be 
positive.  We  find  that  a  Congregational 
church  was  organized  as  early  as  the  spring 
of  1782,  and  Mr.  Spaulding  was  made  the 
clerk  of  the  church. 

It  is  evident  the  settlement  was  rapid,  for 
in  the  Fall  of  1781,  the  people  petitioned  ihr 
Legislature,  then  in  session  at  Rutland,  fdr*^ 
new  town — and  we  can  now  very  read1'63 
see  that  the  settlers  upon  those  parts  of' iLt" 
then  towns  of  Poultney,  Ira,  Tinmouth^3* 
Wells,  now  included  in  the  limits  of  Miooresa 
town,  would  naturally  become  a  commuLu:v3 
by  themselves,  and  unite  their  interests  *PTlC 
feelings  in  spite  of  town  lines.  They  'he:1 
already  done  so — two  churches  had  beer^or- 
ganized — Congregational  and  Baptist,  zvrY 
log  meeting  house  erected  near  the  S.  Iere  m 
ner  of  the  present  burial-ground,  town  in 
members  of  the  churches  were  from  Deen  pat 
towns,  but  had  a  common  center,  ea  called 
has  been  since,  and  now  is.  If  tho.ark  (°- <* 
lines  had  never  been  changed,  there'^  that 
have  been  the  same  churches  here,  the  sail?3 
business — the  same  village.  Nature  formed 
the  territory  for  a  town,  and  as  the  settlers 
increased  in  numbers,  they  became  aware  of 
it  and  petitioned  as  has  been  seen,  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  same.  The  following  is  a  copy 
of  the  Act : 

An  Act  constituting  a  new  Town  by  the  name 
of  Middietown. 

"  Wueareas,  the  inhabitants  of  a  part  of 
the  towns  of  Wells,  Tinmouth,  Foultney  and 
Ira,  which  are  included  in  the  bounds  here- 
inafter described,  have,  by  their  petition  rep- 
resented, that  they  labor  under  great  incon- 
veniences with  meeting  with  their  several 
towns  for  public  worship  and  town  basin  ?s, 
by  reason  of  being  surrounded  by  high 
mou  n  tains. 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted  by  the  representatives  of  the  free- 
men of  the  State  of   Vermont  in  General 
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Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  that  ttie  tract  of  land  or  district  here- 
inafter described,  be  and  is  hereby  created 
and  incorporated  into  a  township,  by  the 
name  of  Middletown,  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof  and  their  successors  with  the  like 
privileges  and  prerogatives,  which  the  other 
towns  in  the  state  are  invested  with,  viz. 

Beginning  at  a  beech  tree  marked,  standing 
west  2<i  degrees  south  310  chains  from  the 
north-east  corner  of  Welis  ;  thence  east  40 
degrees  south  2b>0  chains,  to  a  white  ash  tree 
standing  in  Tin  mouth  west  line;  thence  east 
10  degrees  south  45  chains,  to  a  beech  mark- 
ed ;  thence  north  33  degrees  east  2t>4  chains, 
to  a  beech  marked  ;  theuce  north  10  degrees 
west  33o  chains,  to  stake  and  stones  standing 
in  Pouitney,  east  line;  thence  south  10  de- 
grees west  23  chains,  to  stake  and  stones; 
thence  west  11  degrees  north  60  chains,  to  a 
small  beech  marked;  thence  south  45  chains; 
to  a  hard  beech  tree ;  thence  west  40  degrees 
south  207  chains  5  links,  to  a  stake  and  stones 
standing  in  Wells  north  line  ;  thence  west — 
louth  4  chains,  to  a  stake  ;  thence  south  10 
1  agrees  west  135  chains,  to  the  tirst  mention- 
folboundS." 

^rom  Thompson's  Vermont  we  find  3510 
and^  were  taken  from  Tinmouth,  6118  acres 
corn  Wells,  2388  acres  from  Pouitney,  and 
Welj  acres  from  Ira. 

~^hose  "  high  mountains,"  with  which  the 
petitioners  for  a  new  town  were  "surround- 
ed,"' seem  to  have  directed  the  survey  ;  as  all 
acquainted  with  the  locality  well  know  that 
the  town  is  surrounded  by  hills  and  moun- 
tains running  around  it  in  such  directions, 
that  the  survey,  in  running  around  on  the 
tops  of  those  hills  and  mountains,  gives  the 
peculiar  form  which  Middietown  has  and  ac- 
counts for  the  shape  of  the  town. 

Joseph  Spauldiug  took  the  lead  in  the 
movement .  He  was  a  practical  surveyor, 
and  made  the  survey  which  appears  in  the  act 
and  in  this  was  governed  by  his  own  judg- 
ment. The  people  submitted  that  matter  to 
him,  and  he,  in  fact,  located  the  bounds  of  the 
town.  He  ran  his  lines  where  he  thought  it 
best  for  all  concerned,  and  no  one,  either  in 
Middletown  of  the  towns  from  which  it  was 
taken,  to  our  knowledge,  was  ever  dissatisfied. 

After  he  had  made  hia  survey,  and  com- 
pleted his  arrangements  for  bringing  the  mat- 
ter before  the  Legislature,  the  people  conced- 
ed to  him  the  honor  of  giving  the  name  to 
the  towu,  which  he  did.  Mr.  Spaulding  had 
removed  here  from  Middletown,  Ct.  and  that 
name  was  thereby  suggested  to  him,  and  he 
thought  it  very  appropriate  from  the  fact 
that  the  new  town  would  be  located  in  the 


middle  of  four  towns.  In  the  fall  of  17*  j 
the  Legislature  of  Vermont  sat  at  RutlaaJ. 
Mr.  Spaulding,  with  the  petition  in  his  pock- 
et— the  necessary  arrangements  having  beea 
completed — went  to  Rutland  while  the  Leg. 
islature  wa3  in  session.  The  act  was  passed 
Oct.  28,  178L 

RECORD  OF  THE  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  TOTN. 

"  At  a  town  meeting  holden  at  Middletown, 
at  the  ^meeting  house,  on  Wednesday,  the 
17th  day  of  November,  1784,  Voted,  Ed- 
mund Bigelow,  Moderator;  Joseph  Rockwell, 
Town  Clerk  ;  Edmund  Bigelow,  Justice  of  the 
Peace;  elected  as  a  committee,  Edmund  Big- 
elow,  Joseph  Rockwell  and  Joseph  Spaulding, 
to  reckon  with  several  inhabitants  of  the 
town  respecting  costs  made  in  getting  tea 
town  established.  The  meeting  was  adjourn- 
ed to  Thursday  the  22d  inst." 

"At  the  adjourned  meeting — Voted,  That 
the  amount  aiiowed  by  the  committee  chosen 
for  examining  accounts  lor  getting  the  town 
established  be  two  pounds,  12  shillings  and  7 
pence. 

Joseph  Rockwell.  Register." 
There  is  no  record  of  any  notice  of  the 
meeting.    If  there  was  one  it  was  not  record- 
ed. 

The  first  annual  town  meeting  was  holdea 
Mar.  7,  1785.  Hon.  Thomas  Porter  of  Tin- 
mouth  was  chosen  moderator,  Joseph  Rock- 
well, town  clerk  ;  Jonathan  Brewster,  Jacob 
Wood  and  Edmund  Bigelow,  selectmen  ;  Ca- 
leb Smith,  town  treasurer;  Ephraim  Wool, 
constable;  Asher  Blunt,  Jona.  Griswold,  Reu- 
ben Searl,  listers;  Silas  Mallary,  collector; 
Jona.  Frisbie,  leather  sealer;  Samuel  Sunder- 
lin,  Reuben  Searl,  grand  juryman  ;  Nathan 
Record,  tithingman  ;  Elisha  Gilbert,  hay  ward; 
Caleb  Smith,  brander  of  horses ;  Increase 
Rudd,  sealer  of  measures  ;  Edm  ;nd  Bigelow, 
sealer  of  weights ;  Abraham  White,  Solomon 
Hill,  John  Sunderlin.  Benjamin  Hashing, 
Benjamin  Coy,  Phineas  Clougii  and  James  Mo 
Clure,  highway  surveyors  ;  Luther  Filmore, 
pound  keeper,  Thomas  Morgan,  William 
Frisbie,  and  Increase  Rudd,  fence  viewers. 

At  the  same  meeting  Ephraim  Wood,  Ga- 
maliel Waldo,  Reuben  Searl,  Bethel  Hurd, 
Benj.  Coy,  James  Mc  Clure  and  Edmund  Big- 
elow, were  appointed  a  committee  to  divide 
the  town  into  school  districts.  That  com- 
mittee afterwards  performed  that  duty,  and 
the  school  districts,  with  a  very  little  altera- 
tion, remain  to  this  day  as  recommended  by 
that  committee. 

.1  *  The  meeting  house  mentioned  was  the  log  ona. 
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Immediately  following  the  record  of  this 
the  first  annual  town  meeting,  is  a  record  of 
what  is  called  "  A  Roll  of  the  freemen  of 
Middletown."  There  is  no  date  given  to  it, 
and  my  first  impression  was,  that  it  was  a 
list  of  those  who  voted  at  a  freemen's  meet- 
ing in  the  Fall  of  1785,  but  on  examination 
of  it,  and  other  records  and  facts  that  have 
come  to  my  knowledge,  I  was  well  satisfied 
that  it  was  made  in  the  Spring  of  1785.  The 
following  are  the  names  : 

Ephraim  Wood,  John  Sunderlin,  Dan'l 
Haskins,  Samuel  Snnderlin,  JacobWood,  Reu- 
ben Searle,  Joseph  Spaulding,  Jona.  Brewster, 
Benj.  Haskins,  Jona.  Haynes,  Increase  Rudd, 
Jesse  Hubbard,  Barzilla  Handy,  Gideon  Mi- 
ner, Isaiah  Johnson,  Abel  White,  Benj.  Coy, 
Timothy  Smith,  Francis  Perkins,  Samuel 
Stoddard,  Benj.  Butler,  Nathan  Record,  Jona 
Mehuran,  Elisha  Gilbert,  Richard  Haskins 
Thomas  Morgan,  Chauncy  Graves,  William 
Frisbie,  Anson  Perry,  Sylvanus  Stone,  Thom- 
as French,  Gideon  Buel,  Caleb  Smith,  Jona. 
Griswold,  Gamaliel  Waldo,  Joseph  Rock- 
well, David  Griswold,  Edmund  Bigelow, 
Philemon  Wood,  Jona  Frisbie. 

-  We  are  thus  able  to  give  all  or  nearly  all 
the  names  of  those  who  settled  here  prior  to 
the  Spring  of  1735.  We  can  add  the  names 
of  Luther  Filmore,  James  and  Thomas  Mc- 
Clure  and  Silas  Mallary,  who  are  known  to 
have  been  here  prior  to  th.3  time  this  roll  was 
made.  Filmore,  as  we  have  seen,  was  here 
before  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  elect- 
ed pound-keeper  at  the  first  annual  meeting  ; 
Mallary  was  elected  collector,  and  James  and 
Thomas  Mc  Clure  are  known  to  have  been 
here  about  as  early  as  1779.  Were  it  in  my 
power  I  should  give  a  biography  of  each  and 
every  man  on  the  roll,  and  of  the  four  others 
last  named ;  but  I  shall  give  all  that  I  have 
been  able  to  learn  of  thern,  after  speaking 
generally  of  their  character,  and  of  the  pro- 
gress they  had  made  in  the  settlement  of  the 
town  up  to  the  Spring  of  1785.  They  were 
men  of  great  physical  strength  and  endu- 
rance, decided  energy  and  mental  ability, 
honest,  un^lfish.  A  large  majority  of  them 
were  religious  men  of  the  Puritan  stamp. 
They  were  mostly  from  Connecticut,  and 
came  poor,  some  with  nothing  but  their 
hands,  otii-rrs  with  a  horse  or  a  yoke  of  oxen, 
bringing  with  them  their  families  and  effects 
upon  a  wagon  or  sled.  Each  selected  his 
place,  put  up  his  rude  cabin,  went  into  it 


with  his  family  and  effects,  and  comm-'.-i 
at  once  in  clearing  up  his  land.  Ir^rrn;  '-A 
as  the  settlement  wa3  by  the  Revoiarirmary 
war,  yet  we  find  by  the  firs:  grand  lis;  which 
was  taken  in  the  Spring  of  1755,  that  574 
acres  of  land  had  then  been  cie-.red.  The 
personal  property  put  into  that  gra:.i  list 
was  81  cows,  47  horses,  36  oxen,  5.-  steers, 
73  head  of  other  cattle,  and  22  swine.  It  is 
a  small  grand  list  when  compared  wi?h  that 
of  the  town  at  the  present  time,  but  :;;e.woa- 
der  is  how  they  could  have  cleared  up  that 
amount  of  land  and  acquired  that  amount  of 
stock  in  so  short  a  time.  A  large  portion  of 
this  work  had  been  accomplished  in  tlia 
years  of  17S2,  3  and  1784.  My  father,  who 
was  a  son  of  William  Frisbie,  told  me  I  efora 
he  died,  that  when  his  father's  fa— ily  :ama 
here,  in  1781,  he  could  distinctly  reooi!=-n 
what  had  then  been  done  by  way  of  settle- 
ment. He  was  then  6  years  old.  He  s n :  d 
that  Filmore  had  cleared  up  3  or  4  a::rs 
where  the  village  now  is.  Morgan  had  a  lit- 
tle more  than  that  cleared,  and  the  two  Has- 
kins and  Azor  Perry  had  made  some  progress 
in  their  clearing.  He  told  me  that  a:;;  r  ling 
to  his  recollection  6  log-houses  hai  leen  pns 
up  within  the  present  limits  of  the  town,  when 
he  carne  here.  Those  he  gave  me  as  Mr.  il :  r- 
gan's,  Filraore's,  Clough's  and  Azor  Perry  s. 
Those  were  undoubtedly  all  there  were  in 
the  town,  or  within  what  is  now  the  town  ia 
the  Spring  of  1781,  except  what  had  been  i  it 
on  the  "  McClure  road,"  as  it  has  been  :  illed 
— for  it  is  well  known  that  Isaac  Clark  oil 
Rifle)  settled  there  as  eariy  as  1779,  an  i  thai 
year  was  made  town  clerk  of  Ira,  and  Jamea 
and  Thomas  Mc  Clure  settled  there,  ::  ia 
believed,  the  same  year.  My  father  did  not 
know  of  this,  or  it  had  escaped  his  recollec- 
tion. 

But  few  came  in  1781,  so  by  far  the  great- 
er portion  of  what  was  done  prior  to  tha 
Spring  of  17S5  was  performed  during  tha 
years  of  1782,  '83  and  'S4.  At  this  time 
(17S5)  we  find  at  least  44  freemen  :z  lie 
town — the  number  of  inhabitants  Eight 
have  been  300  to  400,  as  most  of  the  early 
settlers  had  large  families.  We  find  they 
had  cleared  up  57  4  acres  of  land,  and  this 
was  in  small  patches  from  1  to  3  j  acres  .a 
different  parts  of  the  town  ;  they  hai  [  rc  :  :r- 
ed  a  charter  and  organized  the  town.  Two 
churches  had  been  organized,  Congregatioa- 
aliat  and  Baptist,  a  meeting-house  had  icez 
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built,  and  initiatory  steps  had  been  taken  to 
divide  the  town  into  school  and  highway 
districts.  A  grist  and  saw  mill  had  been 
erected,  and  were  in  active  operation.  Three 
framed  houses  had  been  built  and  prepar- 
ations were  being  made  for  building  more. 

Thomas  Morgan  "  made  the  first  clearing," 
as  he  once  said  to  me,  and  of  which  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  It  was  about  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  south  of  where  the  village  now 
is.  Mr.  Morgan  claimed  to  have  built  the 
first  framed-house  in  town,  though  he  said 
Filmore  and  Richard  Ilaskins  each  commenc- 
ed building  the  same  season,  but  his  house 
was  first  completed.  The  house  is  now  stand- 
ing and  owned  by  his  grandson,  Daniel  Mor- 
gan, and  of  late  years  has  been  occupied  by 
tenants.  Mr.  Morgan  was  from  Kent,  Ct. 
He  wa3  three  times  married,  but  had  one 
child  only,  the  late  Jonathan  Morgan 
Thomas  Morgan  lived  where  he  first  settled 
up  to  about  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Dec.  20,  1S41,  at  the  age  of  94. 

Jonathan  Morgan  was  born  in  17S2,  and 
was  the  first  child  born  in  Middletown,  (that 
is  in  whatbecame  Middletown  in  1784.)  Mr. 
Morgan  was  regarded  by  many  as  being  over 
tenacious  of  his  rights,  but  was  a  man  of  good 
-judgment,  well  informed,  and  always  kept 
himself  familiar  with  ail  the  affairs  of  the 
town.  He  was  for  many  years  a  justice  of 
the  peace  ;  represented  the  town  in  1838,  and 
very  often  held  the  office  of  selectman,  and 
other  offices,  the  duties  of  which  he  discharg- 
ed understandingly  and  well.  In  the  latter 
part  of  November,  1857,  Mr.  Morgan  then 
quite  feeble,  drove  his  horse  and  carriage 
from  his  house  to  the  village  upon  some  er- 
rand, and  on  his  return,  his  horse  took  fright 
soon  after  crossing  the  bridge  in  the  south 
part  of  the  village,  threw  him  out  of  his  car 
riage  and  so  injured  him  that  he  survived 
the  shock  but  a  few  days.  He  died  at  Mrs. 
Green's,  Dec,  3,  1S47,  aged  75. 

Jonathan  Morgan  left  3  sons  and  4  daugh- 
ters. The  oldest  son  was  in  California  when 
last  heard  from  ;  the  second,  Daniel,  now  oc- 
cupies and  owns  the  homestead  of  his  father, 
al«o  the  homestead  of  his  grand- father.  The 
third  son,  Merritt,  recently  moved  from  Mid- 
dletown to  Cambridge,  Vt.  The  oldest  daugh- 
ter, Kuldah,  married  Daniel  Cushrnan,  of 
Pawlet,  and  now  resides  in  that  town  ;  the 
pecond  daughter  married  Nathan  Winn,  and 
lives  in  Wallingford ;   the  third  daughter, 


Lorensy,  died  about  2  year3  ago;  the  young- 
est daughter  lives  in  Lowell,  Mas3.  and  13  un- 
married. Daniel  Morgan  i3  the  only  re;.r-?- 
sentative  of  Thomas  Morgan  now  left  in  Mi  i- 
dletown. 

Luther  Filmore  was  the  man  who  fell*] 
the  forest  where  the  village  now  i3.  He  came 
here  from  Bennington,  but  where  he  was  from 
originally,  I  cannot  say.    His  grandson  once 
told  me  that  he  was  a  brother  of  the  grand- 
father of  the  late  President  Millard  Filmore, 
and  the  old  folks  all  agree  in  giving  Mr.  Fil- 
more the  credit  of  being  a  sensible  man,  and 
a  good  citizen.    He  seemed  to  have  the  pub- 
lic interest  at  heart,  and  did  much  towards 
giving  a  start  to  the  villiage.    He  had  put 
up  his  temporary  cabin,  on  the  south-west 
corner  of  the  common  or  "  green,"  as  it  is 
called.    He  afterwards  built  a  framed-house 
on  the   opposite  side  of  the  road,  and  in 
what  is  now  Mrs.  Gray's  door  yard,  or  that 
part  of  it  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the 
house  in  which  she  now  lives.    Mr.  Filmore 
owned  the  land  now  occupied  as  a  burial- 
ground,  and  gave  a  deed  of  it  to  the  town 
Sept.  30,  17S7.    He  also  owned  the  "  green;" 
and  150  acres  which  included  the  present  lim- 
its of  the  village.    To  Mr.  Filmore  belongs 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  inn-keeper  in 
town.    He  commenced  keeping  tavern  soon 
after  he  built  his  house,  and  a  tavern  was 
kept  in  the  house  by  him  and  one  of  the 
Brewster  family  until  some  years  after  1800. 
Sometime  after  1811,  Henry  Gray  bought  the 
place,  and  lived  in  the  house  until  about  1S35, 
when  he  built  the  brick  house/which  has  since 
been  occupied  by  him  and  his  family.  The 
old  tavern  house  was  moved  down  below 
"cider-mill  hill,"  repaired,  and  has  since  been 
occupied  by  tenants  of  Mr.  Gray.  Luther 
Filmore  died  Feb.  9, 1809,  aged  60  years.  He 
left  several  sons,  none  are  now  living.  Mrs. 
Hutchins,  the  widow  of  Elisha  Hutchins.  now 
living  in  this  town,  is  a  grand  daughter  of 
Luther  Filmore,  and  is  the  only  descendant 
in  town  left.    Mrs.  Hutchina  has  two  broth- 
ers, Luther  and  Edmund  Filmore,  who  were 
natives  of  the  town,  but  are  now  living  in 
some  of  the  Western  states. 

Richard  Haskins,  who  settled,  near  where 
Lucius  Copeland,  Esq.,  now  lives,  did  not  re- 
turn after  Bennington  battle  as  soon  as  his 
brother  Benjamin  did,  but  was  ke<-t  longer 
in  the  service.  Mr.  Ha?kins  was  from  Nor- 
wich, Ct.,  the  same  town  from  which  the  Wood 
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families  came  ;  he  had  lived  with  them  in  Con- 
necthut.  When  the  Woods  came  in  17S2, 
they  took  possession  of  his  settlement  there, 
and  Haskins  took  the  next  lot  north,  which 
is  known  as  Mr.  Copeland  Haskins'  farm. 
Haskins  put  that  farm  under  improvement, 
lived  a  long  and  industrious  life,  raised  a 
large  family  of  children,  drew  a  pension  of 
f  96  a  year,  and  died  about  1845  in  Highgate, 
Vt.,  where  he  had  a  short  time  before  gone  to 
reside  with  one  of  his  sons.  He  was  over  80 
when  he  died.  He  has  no  descendants  now 
in  town. 

Benjamin  Haskins,  though  somewhat  er- 
ratic, was  a  more  useful  man  to  society,  in 
his  time,  than  his  brother  Richard,  and  had 
a  more  reputable  family.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church,  and  a  sober, 
sedate,  eccentric  man,  and  was  called  "  Dea- 
con Ben,"  though  he  never  held  the  office  of 
Deacon.  Though  to  appearances,  a  dull,  slow 
man,  yet  when  occasion  required,  he  showed 
himself  to  be  a  resolute,  and  powerful  man. 
On  one  occasion  while  driving  some  cattle 
from  Pawlet  to  his  home,  he  was  set  upon  by 
a  pack  of  14:  wolves,  near  what  is  known  as 
the  Wait  place,  about  2  miles  south  of  his 
house.  He  prepared  himself  on  their  ap- 
proach with  a  strong  cudgel,  and  succeeded 
in  beating  them  off,  and  bringing  himself  and 
cattle  away  unharmed.  He  was  a  kind,  oblig- 
ing neighbor,  zealous  in  good  works.  He 
died  in  1824,  aged  70. 

Phineas  Clough  died  Sept  24, 1S09  on  the 
same  farm  on  which  he  early  settled.  He 
left  but  one  child,  a  daughter,  who  married 
Erasmus  Orcutt.  She  succeeded  to  the  farm 
and  it  has  since  been  know  as  the  Orcutt  farm. 
Major  Clough,  as  he  was  always  called,  was 
also  an  eccentric  man,  but  a  man  of  good  ma- 
terial for  a  new  country.  If  anything  which 
required  great  exertion,  was  necessary  to  be 
done,  he  was  not  the  one  to  avoid  the  re- 
sponsibility. He  was  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  but  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional society.  On  one  occasion,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  society,  some  measure  was  pro- 
posed which  would  require  a  large  expendi- 
ture and  was  at  first  strongly  opposed  by  a 
majority  of  the  society,  including  in  that  ma- 
jority many  members  of  the  church.  Mr 
Clough  came  to  the  rescue.  He  told  the  soci- 
ety he  regarded  it  of  vital  importance  the 
measure  should  be  carried  j  that  he  was  will- 
ing to  give  his  farm,  if  necessary,  rather  than 


have  it  fail ;  that  although  he  was  not  a  pro- 
fessor of  religion,  yet  he  was  sensible  that 
property  was  of  no  account  unless  the  institu- 
tions of  religion  could  be  sustained.  It  is  al- 
most needless  to  add  Mr.  Clough  prevailed. 
Mrs.  Orcutt  had  5  children,  only  one  is  now 
living,  Phinea3  C.  Orcutt,  who  resides  in 
Western  New  York. 

Azor  Perry  procured  a  deed  of  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Tinrnouth 
in  1777,  of  a  large  piece  of  land  then  in  that 
town,  now  Middletown.  The  deed  was  exe- 
cuted in  Bennington,  and  in  the  Spring  of 
1778,  he  shouldered  his  ax,  all  he  had  to 
bring  but  the  clothes  he  wore,  and  took  pos- 
session of  his  laad.  He  put  up  a  log-house 
between  where  Mr.  Jonathan  Atwater's  dwell- 
ing house  now  is  and  his  cider-mill,  and  cov- 
ered his  house  with  poles  and  bark.  He  made 
a  bedstead  of  poles,  and  used  elm  bark  as  a 
substitute  for  cords.  He  lived  alone  the  first 
year,  and  managed  to  get  a  cow  the  first  Sum- 
mer, which  he  wintered  on  browse  ;  that  is 
he  cut  down  trees,  and  the  cow  eat  the  tops. 
He  was  married  at  Bennington  in  1779.  He 
had  managed,  in  the  year  before  he  was  mar- 
ried, to  save  enough  to  get  a  calico  wedding- 
dress  for  his  wife,  and  some  few  indispensable 
articles  of  household  furniture  to  commence 
with.  Mr.  Perry  was  a  rough,  unpolished 
man,  but  of  strong  will  and  undoubted  cour- 
age. He  was  from  the  town  of  Orange  Ct., 
but  lived  awhile  in  Bennington  before  coming 
to  Middletown.  He  was  in  Bennington  bat- 
tle, and  in  one  or  two  engagements  in  the 
first  year  of  the  war.  A  good  many  good 
stories  were  told  of  his  encounters  with  bears 
and  wolves,  during  his  first  years  in  Middle- 
town.  On  one  occasion,  he  was  in  the  woods 
about  a  mile  from  his  house,  when  he  saw  a 
young  bear,  a  cub,  and  having  no  weapons 
to  kill  it,  he  ran  and  caught  it,  when  the  cub 
seizing  one  of  his  hands  in  his  mouth,  biting 
through  hi3  hand,  held  it  fast  in  its  mouth. 
Perry,  in  vain  tried  to  extricate  his  hand  from 
the  cub's  mouth,  and  when  he  saw  he  could 
not  do  it  without  help,  he  took  the  cub,  weigh- 
ing over  one  hundred  pounds,  under  his  arm 
and  carried  it  to  his  house,  a  mile  or  more, 
where  he  was  relieved. 

At  another  time,  there  was  a  bear  that  lived 
on  the  hills  some  where  between  the  Smith 
Wait  and  Buxton  farms,  and  had  become  no- 
torious for  killing  the  sheep,  calves  and  lioas, 
and  destroying  the  corn  in  that  vicinity. 
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There  had  been  a  good  deal  of  effort  to  kill 
the  bear.  At  length  it  was  resolved  to  en- 
gage Mr.  Perry  to  dispatch  the  bear,  which 
he  was  ready  to  undertake.  It  was  in  the 
Fall,  and  it  had  been  ascertained  the  old  bear 
visited,  during  the  evenings,  a  corn  field  of 
William  Frisbie.  Perry  came  on  a  certain 
evening  agreeable  to  appointment,  and  found 
a  score  or  so  of  the  citizens  of  the  vicinity  col- 
lected, and  ready  to  render  him  assistance  if 
he  wanted.  He  told  them  that  he  wanted 
but  one  of  their  number  j  that  one  was  select- 
ed, and  the  two  with  their  musket-  made  their 
way  to  the  cornfield.  After  arriving  there, 
they  stopped  and  listened  awhile,  and  soon 
heard  the  bear  at  work  at  the  corn.  As  soon 
as  they  had  ascertained  the  bear's  locality, 
Perry  told  his  man  to  go  to  a  certain  point 
and  shoot  at  the  bear,  saying  "  If  you  kill 
him,  v^ry  well ;  if  you  don't,  the  bear  will 
be  after  you,  and  if  he  does,  run  behind  me — 

I  will  stand  here."  The  man  did  as  directed 
by  Perry,  shot  at  the  bear,  wounded  him  and 
ran  towards  Perry,  the  bear  in  a  rage  follow- 
ing. The  man  took  shelter  behind  Perry, 
who  stood  quietly  in  his  tracks  until  the  bear 
had  come  up  within  20  feet  of  him,  when  he 
raised  his  musket  and  snapped  it,  but  there 
was  no  discharge.  Mr.  Perry  began  to  curse 
his  firelock,  but  rapidly  continued  to  snap  it 
until  the  bear  had  approached,  walking  on  his 
hind  feet,  near  enough  to  take  the  muzzle  of 
the  gun  into  his  mouth,  when  the  gun  went 
off  and,  of  course,  killed  the  bear.  In  this 
affair,  he  did  not  appear  to  manifest  any  fear, 
or  any  other  feeling  except  that  he  was  vexed 
at  his  gun. 

Mr.  Perry  acquired  a  good  property — had 

II  children,  several  now  living — one,  Mrs. 
Atwater,  now  lives  upon  the  place  and  in 
the  house  where  her  father  lived  and  died. 
Though  not  a  religious  man,  Mr.  Perry,  like 
Major  Clough,  gave  liberally  for  the  support 
of  religious  institutions.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  society.  He  died  Nov. 
15,  1824,  aged  69. 

James  and  Thomas  McClure  were  broth- 
ers, natives  of  Scotland  ;  they  landed  in  this 
country  at  Boston,  Mas3  ;  there  were  three 
brothers,  and  all  came  to  Vermont,  and  first 
stopped  at  Wallingford.  After  a  little  time, 
the  two  brothers  above  named  came  to  this 
place  in  1779,  looked  this  region  over  and  fi- 
nally concluded  to  settle  in  what  is  now  the 
north-east  part  of  the  town — it  was  then  in 


Ira,  and  they  were  induced  to  go  there  by 
representations  of  Isaac  Clark,  who  had  lo- 
cated there  and  had  been  made  town  clerk  of 
Ira.  Clark  represented  to  them  that  the  vil- 
lage of  Ira  would  be  there.  The  place  where 
the  Mc  Clures  settled  is  now  in  Middletown, 
and  near  the  line  between  Middletovvn  and 
Ira.  It  is  at  the  upper  end  of  the  road, 
which  leaves  the  main  road,  running  from 
Middleton  to  Tinmouth,  a  little  east  of  what 
is  known  as  the  "  Edgerton  place."  It  is  not 
probable  that  any  village  or  central  place  of 
business  would  ever  have  been  there,  if  that 
portion  of  Ira  had  not  been  taken  to  make  a 
part  of  Middletown — however,  Clark  and  oth- 
ers undoubtedly  thought  so  at  the  time. 

The  McClure  brothers,  like  the  other  early 
settlers,  set  themselves  resolutely  at  work 
clearing  up  their  lands, — I  should  judge,  from 
the  early  records,  that  they  were  much  re- 
lied on,  as  they  held  many  important  posi- 
tions. Thomas  Mc  Clure  was  the  first  clerk 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  for  several  years. 
James  McClure  was  placed  on  the  commit- 
tee at  the  first  annual  town  meeting,  to  di- 
vide the  town  into  school  districts— he  often 
held  town  offices,  and  seemed  to  be  actively 
engaged  in  laying  the  foundation  of  the  in- 
stitutions in  the  new  settlement.  James 
Mc  Clure,  died  Feb.  22,  1815,  aged  67  ;  Thom- 
as died  younger,  and  sometime  before  1800. 
Each  left  a  family.  Of  James  Mc  Clure's 
family,  were  Doctor  David  G.  McClure  and 
Samuel  McClure,  David  G.  succeeded  Doc- 
tor Ezra  Clark  as  a  physician  in  town,  and 
was  in  practice  here  several  years  prior  to 
1622,  when  he  removed  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 
He  has  been  dead  some  years.  He  left  a 
family  of  a  good  deal  of  talent  and  enter- 
prise. 

The  history  of  "  Old  Rifle"  more  properly 
belongs  to  some  other  town,  although  he  was 
on  our  territory  for  about  7  years.  He  went 
to  Castleton  in  1786,  and  remained  on  the 
"McClure  Hill"  from  1779  until  that  time. 
There  are  some  incidents  in  connection  with 
his  family  while  residing  on  the  territory, 
which  afterwards  became  a  part  of  Middle- 
town  which  we  might  reasonably  claim  as  a 
part  of  our  history.  Mr.  Clark's  wife,  if  she 
was  not  as  good  a  marksman  as  her  husband, 
was  not  behind  in  bravery  ;  on  a  Sabbath 
day,  when  her  husband  was  absent,  discov- 
ering a  bear  in  the  corn-field,  she  took  that 
same  rifle  with  which  her  husband  had  won 
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his  name,  went  out  and  deliberately  shot  the 
bear. 

Samuel  Mc  Clure  was  a  farmer  and  lived 
in  Middletown  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
about  15  years  ago.  He  had  a  large  family  ; 
3  sons  and  2  daughters  are  now  living.  Da- 
vid G.,  the  oldest,  now  lives  in  Rutland ;  he 
had  2  sons  and  3  daughters  ;  the  sons,  both 
have  responsible  positions  on  some  of  the 
railroads.  The  two  oldest  daughters  are 
married— one  to  C.  M.  Haven,  a  route  agent 
on  the  Rutland  and  Washington  railroad  , 
the  other  to  Albert  H.  Tuttle,  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  "  Rutland  Herald." 

Harry  B.  Mc  Clure,  the  second  son  of  Sam- 
uel Ale  Clure,  always  resided  and  still  resides 
in  Middletown,  and  has  for  many  years  been 
one  of  the  active  and  leading  men  of  the  town. 
He  has  a  very  respectable  family  of  6  chil- 
dren, all  boys,  and  all  disposed  to  work  for  a 
living. 

Warren  McClure,  the  youngest  son  of  Sam- 
uel Mc  Clure,  also  resides  in  Middletown,  is  a 
mechanic — he  served  his  country  3  years  in 
the  war  of  1S61. 

Wji.  Frisbie  was  born  in  Bethlehem  Ct. ;  to 
this  place  and  HarWinton,  Conn.,  all  that  I 
have  ever  known  of  the  name,  trace  their  an 
cestry.  He  lived  in  Stillwater,  New  York, 
for  a  good  many  years  before  he  came  here — 
all  his  children  were  born  there,  lie  was  in 
the  battle  of  Saratoga,  which  was  near  his 
then  residence.  A  relative  of  his  was  one  of 
the  original  proprietors  of  the  town  of  Wells, 
of  whom  he  purchased  his  land,  and  his  fam- 
ily consisting  of  his  wife  and  6  children,  and 
his  effects  he  brought  here  on  an  ox-sled. 
The  laud  he  bought  was  what  is  now  known 
as  the  "  Buxton  farm."  He  first  put  up  a 
log  house  in  the  vicinity  of  where  the  brick 
house  now  is,  and  in  17S5  or  'S6,  he  built  a 
frame-house.  William  Frisbie,  from  all  we 
have  learned  of  him,  was  somewhat  eccentric 
but  unlike  some  of  his  descendants,  he  was  a 
very  active  man  ;  prompt  and  positive  in  the 
expression  of  his  opinions,  and  fearlessly 
uttered  whatever  came  into  his  mind,  who- 
ever might  be  present.  He  was  inflexible 
and  unyielding  in  his  principles,  and  could 
not  endure  any  wavering  on  the  part  of  any 
one  else.  The  old  folks  have  told  me  that, 
oa  one  occasion,  in  a  church  meeting,  he  was 
unusually  severe  upon  some  wayward  broth- 
er, when  some  one  present  felt  it  his  duty  to 
rebuke  him,  and  told  him  that  it  was  his  du- 


ty to  exercise  charity  towards  the  offending 
brother.  His  reply  was  that  "charity  could 
not  go  without  legs."  William  Frisbie  died 
Mar.  1,  1813,  aged  76.  He  had  2  sons  and  4 
daughters  ;  two  of  his  daughters  died  before  he 
did.  His  oldest  eon,  Wm.  jr.,  was  17  years 
old  when  his  father  came  here.  He  had  the 
reputation  of  being  a  good  scholar  and  well 
educated  for  the  time.  He  studied  medicine 
with  Doctor  Ezra  Clark,  and  after  he  had 
received  his  diploma,  commenced  practice 
with  Doctor  Clark  in  Middletown,  but  soon 
went  to  Pittsford,  Vt.,  where  he  was  in  prac- 
tice, to  the  best  of  our  information,  about  25 
years.  He  removed  from  Pittsford  to  Pheips, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  about 
1837.  He  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  good 
physician,  had  a  large  practice  in  Pittsford, 
and  was  highly  esteemed.  Some  of  his  de- 
scendants are  now  living  in  Phelps,  others 
are  in  the  Western  States,  and  all  seem  to 
have  traits  of  character  similar  to  those  of 
the  older  William  Frisbie.  Zenas  Frisbie, 
the  second  son  of  William,  jr.,  was  a  farmer, 
lived  and  died  in  Middletown, — his  age  was 
76  years — he  died  Jan.  19,  1851.  He  had  3 
children,  3  are  dead  ;  of  the  surviving,  2  son3 
and  a  daughter  are  at  the  far  West,  one  son 
in  Pouitney,  and  a  daughter,  Mrs.  Lucy  A 
Thomas,  in  Middletown,  who  is  the  only  one 
left  here  of  the  race. 

I  cannot  any  further  take  up  the  names  on 
that  roll  in  the  order  of  time  when  they  settled 
here.  Captain  Joseph  Spauldixg,  a  man 
ever  to  be  honored  by  Middletowu,  first  set- 
tled on  what  has  been  known  as  the  '-Micah 
Vail  farm,"  now  owned  by  C.  Clift,  but  soon 
afterwards  removed  to  where  Deacon  A.Spaul- 
ding  now  lives,  which  place  has  ever  since 
been  owned  by  him  and  his  descendants.  It 
has  already  appeared  Captain  Spaulding  wa3 
the  leading  spirit  "  in  getting  the  town  estab- 
lished." and  gave  the  town  its  name.  The 
town,  very  properly,  made  him  their  first  rep- 
resentative. He  waa  about  36  years  old  when 
he  came  here,  had  taught  school  a  good  deal 
in  Connecticut,  and  was  in  the  Revolutionary 
war  from  about  the  time  of  its  commencement 
until  about  the  time  he  came  to  this  place, 
lie  held  some  oiiiee  in  his  regiment  which 
ranked  with  lieutenant,  and  for  awhile  he 
performed  the  duties  of  adjutant.  He  taught 
the  first  school  iu  the  town,  and  a  good  many 
schools  after  that;  he  taught  in  all  nearly  40 
winter  schools,  the  last  when  he  was  over  75 
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years  old.  He  was  the  first  captain  of  the 
militia  in  town,  and  held  that  office  at  the 
time  of  the  Shay's  rebellion,  in  1736,  and 
when  the  militia  of  the  Country  were  c  alled 
on  to  sustain  the  courts  at  Rutland,  he  started 
with  his  company  for  that  place  ;  but  on  his 
arrival  at  Castleton  was  permitted  to  return, 
as  the  mob  had  been  dispersed  by  militia 
nearer  at  hand.  He  was  a  very  candid,  ju- 
dicious man,  no  appearance  of  vanity  or  os- 
tentation about  him,  firm  in  his  convictions 
and  decided  in  his  opinions.  He  had  not  as 
much  of  the  go-ahead  in  him  as  many  others 
of  the  early  settlers,  but  was,  probably,  the 
best  edu  ated  of  any  of  them,  and  the  most 
capable  for  transacting  business.  Those  of 
my  age  can  recollect  him  well.  The  last  time 
I  saw  him,  in  my  recollection,  was  on  the 
Sabbath  at  church,  which,  I  think,  was  not 
many  months  before  his  death.  During  the 
recess  of  service,  I  saw  him  take  up  a  book 
and  read  without  the  use  of  spectacles  ■  and 
on  the  same  occasion  myself  and  others 
engaged  with  him  in  conversation.  He  was 
then  the  same  candid,  intelligent,  Christian 
man.  "  His  eye  was  not  dim,  nor  his  natural 
force  abated."  Captain  Spaulding  died  Feb- 
25,  1840,  at  the  great  age  of  96  years. 

Deacon  Asahel  Spaulding  and  Harley 
Spauldikg  now  living  here,  and  Deacon  Jul- 
ius Spaulding,  of  Poultney,  with  their  lami- 
lies,  are  now  the  only  representatives  left  in 
Vermont  of  several  numerous  families  who 
sprung  from  Captain  Joseph  Spaulding. 

Jonathan  Brewster  settled  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Doctor  Ehakim  Paul,  about  Ik 
mile  south  of  the  village.  The  exact  time 
when  he  came  here  cannot  now  be  given ; 
but  from  records  we  have  found,  we  know  it 
was  as  early  as  1782.  He  was  very  active, 
and  the  acknowledged  leader  in  the  formation 
of  the  Congregational  church,  and  its  first  dea- 
con, until  the  infirmities  of  age  prevented. 
He  represented  the  town  4  years.  Deacon 
Jonathan  Brewster  died  Apr.  29,  1320,  at  the 
age  of  76.  On  the  stone  at  the  head  of  the 
grave,  we  find  this  quotation :  "  There  re- 
maineth  a  rest  for  the  people  of  God,"  and, 
from  what  we  have  learned  of  him,  think  it 
appropriately  used. 

Dea.  Brewster  had  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren. Orson,  Ohel,  Oramel  and  Jonathan,  Eu- 
nice, Lydia  and  Joanna  survived  him.  Orson 
was  a  valuable  man.  He  succeeded  his  father 
in  the  office  of  deacon,  which  he  held  until  the 


Spring  of  1835,  when  he  removed  to  North- 
ampton, Mass.,  where  he  died  a  few  v<  art 
since  aged  abont  80;  Ohel  died  many  years 
ago.  He  left  2  daughters,  one  of  whom  ia 
d«-ad :  the  other  was  the  widow  of  the  lata 
Orson  Clark,  now  the  wife  of  Doctor  Amos 
Frisbie,  formerly  of  Poultney,  now  of  Findlav, 
Ohio.  Jonathan  and  Oramel  removed  to 
Northern  New  York,  and  died  there  many 
years  ago.  The  daughters  of  Deacon  Jona- 
than Brewster  were  excellent  women.  Eu- 
nice marrred  Fitch.  Loomis.  She  was  the 
mother  of  Reuben  and  Fitch  Loomi3,  jr.,  Mrs. 
Henry  Gray,  Mrs.  Thaddeus  Ternll  and  Mrs. 
Johnson.  She  died  about  1851.  Lydia  mar- 
ried William  Fay,  long  the  proprietor  of  the 
"  Rutland  Herald."  She  survied  her  hus- 
band some  years.  Joanna  married  Luther 
Cleaveland,  and  lived  to  be  very  old.  She 
has  been  dead  but  a  short  time.  She  died  in 
Pawlet. 

Gideon  Miner  moved  from  Woodbury,  Ct. 
to  Rutland,  in  March,  1779,  and  from  Rutland 
to  Middletown  in  the  Spring  of  17S2.  He  set- 
tled about  2  miles  east  of  the  village,  at  the 
place  formerly  known  as  11  Miner's  Mills," 
where  Merritt  Mehurin  now  lives.  He  com- 
menced at  once  in  putting  up  a  grist  and  saw- 
mill, which  were  made  ready  for  use  that  sea- 
son. These  were  the  first  mills  erected  within 
the  limits  of  the  town,  or  at  least  the  first 
that  did  any  business,  and  were  of  great  ser- 
vice to  the  new  settlement.  Mr.  Miner  had 
been  a  soldier  in  the  French  war,  and  lost  his 
health  there,  which  he  never  fully  recovered, 
yet  he  lived  to  a  great  age.  His  wife  whose 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Lewis,  was  a 
woman  of  uncommon  ability,  held  in  high  es- 
teem by  all  who  knew  her, — a  noble  type  of 
those  pioneer  mothers  who  have  stamped  so 
proud  a  character  upon  the  people  of  this 
State.  She  and  her  husband,  and  nearly  or 
quite  all  of  their  children,  were  members  of 
the  Congregational  church.  Mr.  Miner  died 
in  1803,  and  his  wife  soon  after,  each  being, 
at  death,  80  years  old. 

Abagail,  their  oldest  child,  married  Thomas 
Davidson,  who  died  young,  leaving  his  wid- 
ow 2  sons,  Gideon  M.  and  Clement.  Gideon 
M.  Davidson  removed  to  Saratoga  Springs  in 
1817,  where  he  still  resides,  and  is  a  man  of 
wealth  and  influence.  Clement  Davidson  was 
for  many  years  a  jeweller  in  New  York,  but 
now  resides  in  Connecticut.  Abagail,  their 
mother,  died  at  Saratoga  in  1343,  aged  73, 
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Samuel  Lewis  Mixer,  the  oldest  son,  re- 
moved to  Castletoa  in  early  life.  He  died  in 
1817,  aged  50.  He  left  Roxena,  then  Mrs. 
Doctor  Kellogg,  Cyrena,  since  the  widow  of 
a  Mr.  Armstrong,  and  Lewis. — Mrs.  Kellogg, 
died  in  Georgia  in  1851.  Lewis  died  in 
Castleton  in  1852.  Mrs.  Armstrong  still  lives 
in  Castleton. 

Captain  Joel  Miner,  was  the  third  child,  a 
man  of  rare  mental  capacity,  and,  for  his  time, 
did  an  extensive  business.  He  was  not  a  law- 
yer by  profession,  yet  had  quite  an  extensive 
law  business ;  was  a  prominent  and  leading 
man  in  town  until  his  death,  and  would  have 
been  a  leading  man  in  any  place.  Captain  Mi- 
ner died  suddenly  at  Montpelier,  while  attend- 
ing a  session  of  the  Legislature,  in  the  Fall  of 
1813,  aged  44.  He  left  several  children,  two 
of  whom  became  distinguished  clergymen. 
Ovid,  his  eldest,  first  became  a  printer,  under 
the  late  William  Fay.  He  established  the 
"Vermont  Statesman,"  at  Castleton,  in  1826, 
which  he  published  a  few  years,  and  then 
published  a  paper  at  Middlebury  for  awhile. 
He  entereed  the  ministry  in  1833.  and  is  now 
preaching  at  Illion, New  York.  He  is  a  man 
of  decided  ability,  and  very  zealous. 

Another  son  of  Captain  Miner,  who  became 
a  clergyman,  was  the  lamented  Lamson  Mi- 
ner. He  graduated  at  Middlebury,  in  1S33, 
the  first  in  his  class.  After  he  had  fitted  him- 
self for  the  ministry,  he  settled  in  Cornwall. 
He  died  in  1841,  at  the  age  of  33,  leaving  a 
widow  and  infant  daughter.  Hi3  widow  is 
now  Mrs.  Leavitt,  of  Middlebury.  Few  men 
in  the  State,  of  his  age,  have  held  a  higher 
position  in  the  ministry  than  Lamson  Miner. 

The  fourth  child  of  Gideon  Miner,  sr.,  was 
Gideon  Miner,  jr.,  so  long  known  in  this 
town  as  Deacon  Miner.  He  was  born  in 
Woodbury  Ct.  and  wa3  8  years  old  the  day  his 
father's  family  arrived  at  Rutland,  and  11 
years  old  when  the  family  removed  to  Middle- 
town.  He  married  Rachel  Davison,  in  De- 
cember, 1793,  and  by  her  had  11  children: 
eight  of  whom  lived  to  be  married  and  have 
children. 

Deacon  Miner  was  in  many  respects  a  re- 
markable man.  Few  men  possessed  a  more 
retentive  memory*. — He  could  always  give 
chapter  and  verse.  lie  too,  though  not  a  law- 
yer, was  for  many  years  frequently  engaged 
as  counsel  injustice  trials  in  this  town  and 
vicinity,  and  was  usually  opposed,  in  those 
trials,  to  his  long  and  intimate  friend,  Jonas 


Clark.  He  was  very  fond  of  music,  and  con- 
stantly led  the  choir  for  over  60  year3,  even 
up  to  the  third  Sabbath  preceding  his  death. 
He  was  a  deacon  of  the  Congregational 
church  in  Middletown  for  nearlv  40  years  ; 
moved  to  Ohio  in  1834  ;  was  immediately  el- 
ected an  elder  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
served  in  that  capacity  about  20  years.  He 
was  seldom  absent  from  meeting,  as  many  of 
us  can  testify.  He  was  the  acknowledged 
leader  in  the  Congregational  church  and  soci- 
ety here  for  many  years  prior  to  his  removal 
to  Ohio,  and,  seldom  has  there  been  a  man 
more  competent  for  the  position  which  he 
held.  Few  men,  and  we  may  include  clergy- 
men, were  more  familiar  with  the  bible  than 
he  was,  or  more  capable  of  explaining  and  en- 
forcing its  doctrines.  He  died  at  the  residence 
of  his  son,  Doctor  Erwin  L.  Miner,  in  Ohio, 
with  whom  he  had  resided,  in  1854,  aged  84. 
Doctor  Miner  was  the  oldest  of  his  8  children 
before  mentioned.  He  studied  medicine  with 
Doctor  Ezra  Clark,  whose  daughter  he  mar- 
ried, and  removed  to  the  State  of  Ohio  soon 
after,  where  he  still  resides,  a  man  of  wealth 
and  influence. 

AHiyiN  Lewis  Miner,  the  next  child  of 
Deacon  Miner  now  living,  well  known  in  this 
part  of  the  state  as  A.  L.  Miner,  now  resides 
in  Manchester,  and  is  the  only  representative 
of  the  name  in  Vermont,  except  his  own  chil- 
dren, and  one  or  two  children  of  Lewis  Min- 
er of  Castleton.  He  worked  on  his  father's 
farm  until  he  was  of  age,  then  fitted  for  the 
sophomore  class  in  college,  at  Castleton.  He 
did  not  enter  college,  but  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  Mallary  &  Warner,  in  Poultney,  and 
one  year  with  Royce  &  Hodges,  in  Rutland, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1832,  and 
commenced  practice  at  Wallingford.  He  re- 
moved from  there  to  Manchester  in  1S35, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  has  been 
twice  married,  and  has  had  S  children.  His 
eldest  son,  Henry  E  ,  (who  furnished  the  his- 
tory for  Manchester  in  this  work,  see  Ben- 
nington Co.,  under  head  of  Manchester,  vol. 
I.  Ed.)  died  December,  1863.  lie  was  a  youug 
man  of  much  promise,  and  was  his  father's 
partner  in  law  business. 

A.  L.  Mines  has  be^n  8  year?  probata  reg- 
ister and  3  years  probate  judge  ot  his  district; 
2  years  clerk  of  the  Vermont  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 9  years  a  member  of  the  House 
or  Senate,  5  years  State's  Attorney  in  Ben- 
nington County,  and  2  years  a  member  of 
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Congress  from  this  district.  Mr.  Miner  lias 
done,  for  many  years,  and  is  now  doing  an 
extensive  business  in  his  profession.  He  is 
an  excellent  citizen,  a  social,  kind  and  true- 
hearted  man  ;  much  esteemed  by  all  who  know 
him,  and  especially  by  the  people  of  his  na- 
tive town.  Between  him  and  them  there  is 
a  strong  and  enduring  attachment. 

The  other  two  survivors  of  Deacon  Miner's 
children  are  Chloe  and  Malvina.  Chloe  is  a 
widow,  and  resides  in  the  state  of  Ohio.  Mal- 
vina married  a  clergyman,  and  lives  in 
Missouri. 

Of  Deacon  Miner's  children  not  living, 
there  were  2  daughters.  One  married  Hiram 
Mahurin,  and  removed  to  Onondaga  County, 
New  York.  She  has  been  dead  but  a  short 
time.  The  other  married  A.  W.  Hubbard; 
moved  to  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  died  in  1858. 

Of  the  sons,  Orlin  H.  moved  to  the  state  of 
Ohio  in  1834,  and  died  in  1833,  aged  36.  He 
left  4  children  ;  the  oldest,  Orlin  II.,  jr.,  now 
resides  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  is  State 
auditor.  He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  and  stands  high  as  a  public 
man  iu  that  State. 

Thomas  Davison  Miiteb,  the  last  named  of 
the  children  of  Dracon  Miner,  died  in  the 
state  of  Ohio,  in  1856,  aged  48,  leaving  a 
large  family.  With  the  4  children  of  Deacon 
Miner,  now  living,  he  has  over  30  grand-chil- 
dren, and  over  50  great-grand-children  living. 

Next  to  the  Deacon,  of  Gideon  Miner's 
children,  was  Asenath,  who  married  Alexan- 
der Murray.  They  moved  to  Albany,  New 
York,  where  she  died  young.  Lamson,  the 
next,  died  in  1806. 

The  youngest  child  of  Gideon  Miner,  Sr., 
Elizabeth,  was  born  in  Woodbury,  in  the  Fall 
of  1778,  and  was  but  a  little  over  3  years  old 
when  her  father  removed  to  Middletown.  She 
married  the  late  Moses  Copeland,  and  had 
children,  Lucius,  Martin,  Betsey  and  Edwin. 
Lucius  and  Edwin  have  remained  in  Middle  - 
town.  Lucius  has  resided  near  the  centre  of 
the  town,  and  by  his  superior  financial  capac- 
ity has  made  himself  useful  to  the  town,  to 
the  Congregational  society  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  and  to  the  citizens  individually.  Ed- 
win has  been  for  the  last'  20  or  25  years  a 
leading  citizen.  Martin  Copeland  became  a 
lawyer,  and  went  to  Bristol,  Addison  Co. 
After  a  practice  of  several  years  at  that  [dace, 
he  died  there  Jan.  11,  1861,  aged  47.  Betsey 
married  Deacon  Julius  Spaulding,  and  died 


in  Poultney  in  1865.  Moses  Copeland,  their 
father,  died  May  3,  1858,  aged  88  ;  his  widow, 
Elizabeth,  the  youngest  and  last  survivor  of 
Gideon  Miner,  sr.'s,  children,  died  in  Pouk- 
ney  at  the  residence  of  Deacon  Spaulding, 
her  son  in-law,  in  the  Fall  of  1866. 

The  traits  of  character  which  distinguished 
the  Miner  family,  are  found  in  nearly  all 
their  descendants.  The  children  of  the  fe- 
males, who  take  other  names,  are  Miners,  and 
nearly  all  are  marked  by  energy,  a  retentive 
memory,  fluency  of  speech,  are  easy  to  learn, 
and  perhaps  without  an  exception,  both  the 
dead  and  living,  have  sustained  good  moral 
characters,  and  been  useful  citizens. 

Caleb  Smith,  we  think  must  have  been  here 
as  early  as  1783,  and  perhaps  earlier.  He  set- 
tled on  the  place  now  owned  by  Elijah  Ross, 
Esq.,  known  as  the  "Allen  Vail  farm."  He 
built  the  house  now  standing  there,  which  i3 
one  of  the  oldest  houses  in  town.  He  was 
very  efficient  in  esta'rdishing  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  was  its  first  moderator,  and  the 
first  deacon — the  latter  office  he  held  until  his 
death.    He  was  also  the  first  town  treasurer. 

He  was  an  exemplary  man,  faithful  and  re- 
liable, and  of  great  service  in  laying  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Baptist  Church  here.  He  died 
Feb.  10,  1808,  at  the  age  of  50.  He  left  one 
son,  Jedediah  Smith,  who  removed  to  West- 
ern New  York  since  1835,  and  one  daughter, 
who  married  Roswell  Tillie  of  Tinmouth.  She 
died  some  years  ago,  leaving  two  sons,  Ezra 
T.  and  Erwin  E. 

Gamaliel  Waldo  first  settled  in  Pownal, 
Bennington  Co.,  and  was  there  during  the 
Revolutionary  War.  After  the  taking  of  Ti- 
conderoga  by  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  under 
Allen,  and  before  that  post  was  evacuated  by 
the  Americans  in  1777,  Mr.  Waldo  was  em- 
ployed to  carry  provisions  to  the  garrison  at 
Ticonderoga,  a  duty  more  perilous  probably 
than  the  battle  field.  He  used  oxen  in  car- 
rying his  provisions  and  on  one  ooca-ion,  put 
his  oxen  into  a  boat  on  the  Vermont  side  of 
the  lake,  to  take  them  across  to  the  fort,  but 
on  the  way,  they  jumped  overboard  into  the 
lake,  and  swam  back  to  the  Vermont  shore; 
they  were  afterwards  rescued. 

Mr.  Waldo  came  to  this  place  as  early  a3 
17S2.  He  found  his  way  from  Pawlet  by 
marked  trees,  and  so  did  the  other  settlers  of 
his  time.  He  settled  on  the  place  now  owned 
by  Mr.  Ilurlburt.  clearel  up  that  farm  and 
lived  there  until  his  death,  in  1529.  Mr. 
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Waldo  was  a  resolute,  fearless  man,  a  good 
neighbor,  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  and  one  of  its  founders.  He  married 
the  mother  of  Asa  Gardner,  a  widow  with 
one  son  and  four  daughters  ;  one  of  the  daugh- 
ters married  the  Rev.  Sylvanua  Haynes,  the 
first  settled  minister  in  towu.  Mr.  Waldo  also 
had  by  her  one  son  and  four  daughters,  and 
one  of  those  daughters  was  the  wife  of  Steph- 
en Keyea. 

Asa  Gardner  was  10  years  old  when  the 
family  removed  here.  He  was  a  hard-work- 
ing, man  and  lived  to  be  nearly  80.  He  died 
in  Middletown  in  1849.  His  sons,  Charles, 
Aimer  and  Daniel  R.,  still  reside  here,  arc 
already  among  the  oldest  inhabitants,  and 
among  the  oest  examples,  in  the  town,  of  in- 
dustry, economy  and  thrift. 

Asher  Blunt  and  Nathan  Walton  came  here 
about  the  same  time  Mr.  Waldo  did,  and  set- 
tled north  of  him,  on  the  road  leading  to  Ira 
over  the  hills.  Mr.  Blunt  was  one  of  the 
substantial  men  here  for  some  years,  but  re- 
moved to  Northern  New  York  quite  early, 
and  but  little  is  now  known  of  him  or  his 
family.  Mr.  Walton  was  a  very  good  man, 
raised  a  large  family,  and  died  in  1829. 

Edmund  Bigelow,  the  moderator  of  the 
meeting  at  which  the  town  was  organized, 
and  the  first  justice  of  the  peace,  settled  at 
the  place  where  John  P.  Taylor  now  lives,  a 
locality  which  will  ever  be  held  in  remem- 
brance by  the  writer,  as  a  large  portion  of 
his  life  was  spent  there.  Mr.  Bigelow  seems 
to  have  been  the  acting  magistrate  in  town 
for  15  years  or  more  subsequent  to  the  time 
of  his  first  election,  and  to  have  bedn  a  com- 
petent man  for  hi3  position.  The  year  of  his 
death  we  are  unable  to  ascertain.  He  left  a 
family  of  considerable  ability.  The  late  Dr. 
B  gelow  of  Bennington,  was  a  son  of  his.  Dr. 
Bigelow  was  some  years  since  a  senator  in 
the  Vermont  Legislature  from  Bennington 
Co.  He  married  Dorinda  Brewster,  who 
eurvives  him.  She  is  the  only  survivor  of 
Deacon  Orson  Brewster's  family. 

Joseph  Rockwell,  the  hrst  town  clerk,  set- 
tled where  E.  Prindle  now  lives,  between  the 
village  and  the  Allen  Vail  farm.  He  was  a 
competent  town  clerk,  as  the  early  records 
will  show.  He  was  among  the  hrst  members 
of  the  Congregational  church,  said  to  have 
been  a  quiet,  candid  and  sensible  man.  The 
late  Solomon  Rockwell  was  his  son.  There 
are  none  of  hi3  decendanta  living  here,  but 


some  are  living  in  St.  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Joss  and  Samuel  Sunderlin  settled  north 
of  the  village.  Samuel,  I  think,  on  the  place 
recently  owned  by  Mrs.  Gerrnond,  not  far 
from  Mr.  Harvey  Leffingwell.  John  Sunder- 
lin was  made  a  Lieutenant  under  Capt. 
Spaulding,  when  the  militia  were  organized. 
He  was  a  man  of  real  worth  and  had  a  very 
respectable  family.  Mrs.  Leffingwell,  widow 
of  Dyer  Leffingwell,  also  the  widow  of  Oi:«l 
Brewster  were  his  daughters. 

Daniel  Sunderlin,  a  son  of  John,  raarriei 
Nancy  Stoddard.  Erwin  and  Edwin  Sunder- 
lin, who  succeeded  Merntt  and  Horace  Clark 
as  merchants  here,  were  sons  of  his. 

John  Sunderlin  died  about  1826,  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  the  estate  of  Whitney 
Merrill,  and  occupied  by  William  Dayton. 
Samuel  Sunderlin,  after  residing  here  a  few 
years,  removed  to  Shorehatn,  where  he  lived 
and  died  at  an  advanced  age.  He  had  a  fam- 
ily of  several  children.  John  was  born  in 
Middletown  in  1784.  He  spent  the  greater 
portion  of  his  life  in  Shoreham,  but  returned 
to  Middletown,  to  live  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Deacon  Haynes,  some  few  years  before 
his  decease.  He  died  March  11,  1862,  aged 
78.  The  Rev.  Byron  Sunderlin,  now  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  is  a  grand-son  of  Samuel  Sun- 
derlin. 

Increase  Rudd  settled  upon  the  farm 
known  as  the  "Bigelow  farm."  He  had  a 
large  family,  and  his  descendants  were  num- 
erous, but  long  since  have  removed  from 
here,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Eli  Rudd. 

Gideon  Buel,  Jonathan  and  David  G-ris- 
wold  all  settled  on  the  road,  or  what  is  now 
the  road,  leading  from  "Miner's  Mills"  to 
the  Haskins  place,  where  Deacon  Haynes 
now  lives.  They  were  all  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution.  Mr.  Buel  and  David  Gris- 
wold  each  drew  a  pension  while  he  lived. 

Mr.  Euel  had  several  children.  Roswell, 
who  represented  the  town  2  years,  and  has 
recently  died  ;  Mrs.  Marcus  Stoddard,  and  an- 
other son  who  removed  West  in  early  life. 

Roswell  Bcel,  jr.,  a  grandson  of  Gideon 
Buel,  is  his  only  representative  left  in  Ver- 
mont. He  is  a  lawyer;  was  admitted  to 
Rutland  C  junty  Bar  in  18 15,  but  has  not  been 
much  in  practice  for  some  years.  Roswell 
Buel,  -r.,  had  3  sons.  Ezekiel,  the  second, 
a  physcian;  has  had  a  good  practice  in  hi3 
profession  in  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio,  the 
last  20  years  and  over.    He  was  a  surgeon  of 
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one  of  the  Ohio  regiments  through  the  war  of 
1861.  The  third  son,  Napoleon  B.,  wa3  one 
of  the  volunteers  from  Middletown  in  the  late 
war,  and  was  killed  in  one  of  the  battles  be- 
fore Petersburg. 

Jonathan  Griswold  removed  from  the 
place  where  he  first  settled,  which  has  recently 
bean  known  as  the  Cole  farm,  formerly  the  Rog- 
er farm,  to  a  place  above  where  Reuben  Me- 
hurin  now  lives.  From  the  early  records  we 
should  regard  him  as  having  faithfully  per- 
formed his  duty  in  the  new  settlement.  He 
died  much  younger  than  his  brother  David. 
Of  his  family  we  have  been  able  to  learn  but 
little.  He  had  a  son,  Jonathan,  who  was  ac- 
cidentally killed  on  a  "  training  day,"  in  June, 
1816.  He  was  then  an  officer  in  the  company 
of  militia.  After  the  company  had  been  dis- 
charged, a  company  had  collected  in  the  ball- 
room of  the  present  hotel  for  a  dance.  The 
members  of  the  militia  company,  without  form 
or  order,  were  saluting  them  by  discharging 
their  muskets,  heavily  loaded  with  powder, 
in  front  of  the  hotel,  Griswold  received  the 
contents  of  a  musket  discharged  within  a  few 
feet  of  his  head,  which  killed  him  instantly 
The  affair  cast  a  gloom  over  the  people  of 
Middletown,  and  for  a  long  time  the  foolish 
practice  of  firing  on  training  days  was  almost 
wholly  abandoned  ;  and  so  long  as  the  militia 
trainings  were  continued,  the  fathers  and 
mothers,  as  their  sons  started  on  the  morning 
of  the  first  Tuesday  of  June  "  to  go  to  train- 
ing," as  a  matter  of  caution,  would  rehearse 
to  them  the  fate  of  "  poor  Jonathan  Griswold." 

David  Griswold  lived  to  Dec.  10, 1842,  and 
was  93  years  old.  His  children  all  removed 
from  this  town  many  years  ago,  except  Da- 
vid. He  married  Emily  Paul,  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  Paul,  and  sister  of  Doctor  Eliakim 
Paul.  David,  jr.  died  some  8  years  ago. 
He  left  one  son  and  four  daughters.  The 
son,  Stephen  Angelo,  enlisted  in  the  7th  Ver- 
mont regiment,  and  lost  his  life  in  Florida. 
His  mother  and  younger  sisters  reside  on  the 
old  homestead. 

Jonathan  Frisbte,  a  brother  of  William, 
settled  where  Jehiel  Parks  now  lives.  He 
died  before  his  brother,  and  it  is  not  known 
that  any  of  his  descendants  are  now  living. 

Benj.  Coy  went  to  Tin  mouth  before  the 
Revolutionary  war,  but  left  after  tha,  com- 
menced, and  when  he  returned,  after  the 
close  of  the  war,  settled  in  this  town,  where 
his  grand-son,  Charles  P.  Coy,  now  resides. 


He  was  an  industrious  man,  frugal,  honest 
and  successfully  made  his  way  to  comfort  an  I 
independence.  Mr.  Coy  had  a  large  family 
of  children.  Three  of  them,  Ebenezer.  Mrs. 
Charles  Gardner,  and  another  daughter,  are 
still  living  Mrs.  Gardner  still  resides  in  this 
town.  Martin  H.  and  Charles  P.  the  sons  of 
Reuben,  who  was  a  son  of  Benjamin,  now  re- 
side here. 

Francis  Perkins  was  a  soldier  in  the  Rev- 
olution, and  served  nearly  through  the  euti;\j 
time.  He  was  from  New  Londoa,  Ct..  Ha 
first  located  himself  where  John  Lewis  now 
lives,  but  afterwards,  about  1786,  removed 
below  there  where  Mr.  Charles  Gardner  lives, 
and  there  resided  until  his  death.  Mr.  Per- 
kins first  cleared  up  a  spot,  and  put  up  a  log- 
house,  and  covered  it  with  bark  and  hemlock 
boughs,  and  for  a  door  hung  up  a  blanket. 
There  was  then  no  sawed  timber  to  be  had. 
Miner's  saw-mill  had  not  been  completed. 
He  then  had  a  wife  and  one  child.  He  sub- 
sisted the  first  Summer,  in  great  part,  upon 
greens  and  leaks,  and  commenced  boiling 
green  pumpkins  to  eat  as  soon  as  they  had 
grown  to  any  size.  It  was  then  very  diffi- 
cult for  him  or  any  of  the  settlers  to  procure 
grain.  Morgan,  Azor  Perry  and  some  few 
had  so  much  of  a  start  that  they  had  raised 
their  own  grain,  but  not  much  to  spare. 
Once  or  twice  during  this  summer,  Mr.  Per- 
kins earned  some  potash  to  Manchester,  and 
purchased  what  he  could  bring  home  on  his 
back.  On  one  occasion  he  went  down  to  Azor 
Perry's  and  worked  for  him  a  day,  and  re- 
ceived in  payment  a  half  bushel  of  gram. 
This  he 'took  upon  his  back,  carried  to  Mr. 
Miner's  grist-mill,  which  had  just  got  into 
operation,  had  it  ground,  and  carried  it  home, 
making  about  9  miles  travel,  besides  his  day '3 
work,  on  that  day.  On  his  arrival  home,  he 
found  his  cabin  deserted  ;  his  wife  and  child 
had  gone,  he  knew  not  where  ;  but  as  it  was 
late  in  the  evening,  and  very  dark,  conclud- 
ed he  might  content  himself  as  best  he  could 
until  morning,  and  then  find  his  wife  and 
child  if  he  could.  In  the  morning,  as  soon 
as  it  was  light,  Benj.  Coy  appeared  at  his 
cabin  anl  informed  him  his  wife  and  child 
had  staid  with  him  (Coy)  over  night.  Per- 
kins went  directly  home  with  Coy,  an  l  found 
his  wife  and  child,  ^oon  after  dark,  it  ap- 
pears, their  pig  (Perkins1)  came  running 
through  the  doorway  under  the  blanket  into 
the  cabin  closely  pursued  by  a  large  bear. 
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The  bear  (probably  from  the  eight  of  fire)  j 
did  not  eater,  but  with  his  head  under  the 
blanket  surveyed  the  apartment  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  then  left.  She  was  very  much 
frightened,  took  her  child  in  her  arms,  start- 
ed on  a  run  for  Mr.  Coy's  the  pig  following — 
probably  the  most  hazardous  thing  she  could 
have  done — but  was  not  molested  by  the 
bear  on  her  way  there.  Mr  Perkins  after 
their  return,  rolled  up  some  logs  before  the 
door,  went  to  Pawlet,  got  some  boards, 
brought  them  home  on  his  back,  made  a  door, 
and  said  ever  after  that  he  felt  secure  from 
the  intrusion  of  bears. 

Francis  Perkins  was  an  upright  man,  mild 
in  his  deportment,  but  never  known  to  devi- 
ate from  what  he  regarded  as  honorable  and 
right.  In  thi3  respect  he  was  like  nearly  all 
of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town,  nor  was  he 
unlike  them  in  the  hardships,  and  dangers 
which  he  had  to  encounter.  His  experience 
is,  perhaps,  a  little  more  striking,  in  that  re- 
spect, than  can  now  be  related  of  many  of 
them,  though  many  of  the  settlers  had 
their  hogs,  sheep  and  calves  killed  by  bears 
and  wolves,  and  sometimes  taken  out  of 
their  yards,  where  they  invariably  kept  their 
stock  in  the  night  for  some  years  after  the 
settlement  was  commenced. 

Mr.  Perkins  drew  a  pension  of  $  96.  a  year 
and  acquired  a  comfortable  property.  He 
died  Dec.  26,  1844,  aged  86.  He  has  no  de- 
scendants, to  our  knowledge,  in  Vermont. 

Jonathan  Haynes  was  probably,  the  last 
man  who  came  here  before  the  roil  of  1785 
was  made.  He  came  early  in  March  that 
year.  His  son,  Hezekiah,  who  lived  in  this 
town  almost  80  years  afterwards,  was  then 
5  years  old.  From  him  we  have  had  an  in- 
telligible account  of  his  father's  history,  also 
much  of  the  early  history  of  the  town. 

Jonathan  Hafnes  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts. His  father  had  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land. The  family  are  able  to  trace  their  an- 
cestry back  several  generations  to  Jonathan 
Haynes,  who  was  born  in  England  iu  1616. 
Jonathan  Haynes,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
removed  from  Haverhill,  Mass.,  to  Benning- 
ton before  the  Revolutionary  war.  His  name 
appears  on  the  roll  of  Captain  Samuel  Rob- 
inson's company,  which  is  still  preserved. 
That  company  was  in  the  battle  of  Benning- 
ton. Mr.  Haynes  was  severely  wounded 
the  first  day  of  that  battle.  He  received  his 
wound  at  a  time  when  the  Americans  were 
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falling  back  to  take  a  more  advantageous  po- 
sition. A  musket  ball  struck  him  under  the 
left  shoulder  blade,  passed  through  his  body, 
and  came  out  at  his  right  breast,  and  passed 
through  his  right  arm  near  the  wrist,  which 
was  at  the  time  extended,  in  the  act  of  ram- 
ming down  the  cartridge  in  his  gun.  This 
occurred  about  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Not  long  afterwards,  those  who  were  sent 
out  to  pick  up  the  wounded,  came  to  Mr. 
Haynes  and  offered  their  assistance;  but  he 
told  them  he  could  live  but  a  short  time  and 
they  had  better  look  after  those  who  could  be 
saved.  They  left  him  ;  but  as  they  came 
around  about  10  o'clock  in  the  evening  of 
the  same  day,  to  pick  up  the  dead,  they 
found  Haynes  still  alive,  and  brought  him  in. 
Incredible  as  it  may  appear,  it  was  not  fur 
him  then  to  die,  but  to  live,  and  to  assist  in 
laying  the  foundation  of  the  institutions  in 
this  town. 

Mr.  Haynes  removed  here  in  the  early  part 
of  March,  1785,  and  put  up  a  log-house  near 
where  the  school-house,  in  the  south  district, 
now  stands.  The  snow  was  about  four  feet 
deep,  but  he  shovelled  it  away,  and  in  a 
short  time  had  a  cabin  that  he  put  his  fami- 
ly into.  He  soon  moved  up  the  hill  about 
half  a  mile,  to  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Haynes  farm  :  which  has  b„-en  in  the  family 
ever  since.  Mr.  Haynes  was  never  well  af- 
ter his  wound  at  Bennington,  but  was  able 
to  do  a  good  deal  of  work,  and  accumulated 
quite  a  property  ;  frequently  held  town  offi- 
ces ;  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
and  was  chosen  one  of  its  deacons,  but  did 
not  accept,  on  account  of  his  physical  weak- 
ness. He  died  in  Middletown,  May  13,  1813, 
aged  59.  His  widow  died  Oct.  14,  1841,  84 
years  old.  Often,  in  the  latter  part  of  her  life, 
we  have  heard  her  relate  her  trrals  at  Ben- 
nington— how  she  was  frightened  when  she 
saw  that  a  battle  must  be  fought,  an  1  took 
her  children  on  a  horse  and  lied  to  Pownal, 
and  the  first  tidings  she  had  was  that  her 
husband  was  slain,  and  when  she  returned 
and  ascertained  his  real  condition,  she  sup- 
posed his  wound  was  mortal  ;  but  she  took 
care  of  him,  and  at  the  same  time  of  some  of 
the  Hessian  wounded  who  were  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Americans  as  prisouers. 

Jonathan  Haynes  left  a  large  family,  all 
of  whom,  except  Hezekiah,  removed  from 
Middletown  many  years  ago.  Hezekiah 
Haynes  had  a  large  family,  of  whom  6  sons 
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and  2  daughters  are  now  living.  The  oldest, 
a  daughter,  lives  in  Michigan  ;  the  second, 
Aaron,  is  a  Baptist  minister,  and  lives  in 
Western  New  York  ;  the  second  son,  Alpheus, 
resides  here,  and  has  been  a  deacon  of  the 
Baptist  church  since  1S36  ;  the  third  son, 
Arus,  died  some  years  since.  He  was  also  a 
Baptist  minister,  and  stood  high  in  his  de- 
nomination, and  was  for  several  years  pastor 
of  the  Baptist  church  in  Rutland.  The  next 
two  sons,  Bacchus  and  Sylvanus  II.  physic- 
ians, received  their  diplomas  as  early  as  18-11. 
Bacchus  is  in  practice  at  Rutland,  and  Sylva- 
nus in  his  native  town.  Jonathan,  the  next 
son  is  a  farmer,  and  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Hezekiah,  the  youngest,  is  a  mechan- 
ic, and  resides  in  this  village.  The  youngest 
daughter  is  also  living  here,  and  is  unmarried. 

Ephraim,  Jacob  and  Philemon  Wood, 
"Were  among  the  active  men  of  the  first  set- 
tlers ;  but  we  reserve  what  we  have  to  say 
of  them,  until  the  "  Wood  Scrape,"  so  called, 
which  happened  about  the  year  1800.  The 
others,  not  mentioned,  whose  names  are  on 
the  roll,  were  not  long  here,  and  very  little 
is  known  of  them;  most,  of  them  proved  to 
be  "  good  men  and  true  "  while  they  remain- 
ed here. 

I  would  not  over  estimate  the  character 
and  worth  of  those  men,  but  in  my  opinion 
it  was  fortunate  (if  I  may  so  say)  that  it  was 
not  for  their  grandchildren  to  do  the  work 
which  they  did.  With  all  our  advantages  at 
this  advanced  age,  I  honestly  think  we  are 
inferior  to  our  grandfathers  and  grandmoth- 
ers, physically,  morally  and  intellectually. 
The  popular  opinion  that  they  surpassed  us 
only  in  their  physical  strength  and  endu- 
rance, is  a  mistake.  It  is  in  their  moral  pow 
er  that  they  appear  to  the  best  advantage ; 
their  zeal  and  steadfastness,  their  unbending 
energy,  their  devotion  to  principle,  has  not 
since  been  equalled — so  I  think. 

I  might  here  say,  those  men  who  came  to 
this  place  soon  after  the  Spring  of  1735,  were 
of  the  same  stamp  ;  the  Clarks,  the  Cas wells, 
the  Loomises,  the  Oatmans,  Moses  Leach, 
Russel  Barber,  and  others. 

The  town  early  made  provision  for  ?.  bur- 
ial-ground. The  first  ground  used  for  that 
purpose  was  owned  by  Increase  Rudd — now 
owned  by  Mrs.  Green,  and  lies  nearly  north 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream  from  the 
M  nail-factory."  There  are  appearances  of 
graves  there,  but  no  monuments. 


"  At  a  town  meeting,  holden  July  3,  1787, 
Joseph  Spaulding,  moderator:  Asber  Blunt, 
Jonathan  Brewster,  Gideon  Miner,  Selah 
Hubbard  and  Jacob  Wood,  were  chosen  a 
committee  to  look  out  a  spot  for  a  burying- 
ground." 

At  an  adjourned  meeting,  it  was  "  Voted, 
To  purchase  an  acre  of  ground  of  Luther  Fil- 
more  for  that  purpose."  "  Voted,  To  raise 
one  penny  on  the  pound  on  the  grand  list  of 
1786,  to  be  paid  in  wheat,  at  four  shillings 
per  bushel,  by  the  first  of  September  next." 

On  July  30,  1787,  Mr.  Filmore  executed  a 
deed  of  the  acre  to  the  town.  We  give  the 
description  from  Mr.  Filmore's  deed,  as  it  lo- 
cates the  "  old  school-house,"  the  first  one 
built  in  town  : 

"  Beginning  at  the  corner  of  the  road,  four 
rods  west  of  the  school-hou3e  in  the  centre  of 
the  town  at  a  stake  and  stones,  thence  run- 
ning west  sixteen  rods,  thence  south  ten  rods 
to  a  stake  and  stones,  thence  sixteen  rods  to 
a  stake  and  stone*,  thence  ten  rods  to  first 
mentioned  bounds." 

In  less  than  seventy  years,  that  acre,  wa3 
almost  entirely  occupied  with  the  graves  of 
those  men  and  of  their  descendants.  Gen- 
eral Jonas  Clark  saw  the  necessity  of  enlarg- 
ing the  ground,  and  Oct.  15,  1353,  about  3 
months  before  his  death,  conveyed  to  the 
town  a  piece  of  land  of  an  acre,  or  there- 
abouts, adjoining  the  old  burial-ground  on 
the  west.  He  was  so  feeble  he  cou'i  not 
then  write  his  name  and  was  obliged  to  make 
his  mark  when  he  executed  the  deed.  It  was 
a  gift  to  the  town,  with  a  condition  that  the 
town  should  keep  it  fenced. 

In  1791,  when  the  first  census  was  taken, 
the  population  of  Middletown  was  699 — 
nearly  as  many  inhabitants  as  there  are  in 
the  town  now — there  were  but  711  by  the 
census  of  1300.  Rapid  progress  had  been 
made,  not  only  in  clearing  up  lands  and  put- 
ting up  buildings,  but  two  churches  had  be- 
come firmly  established  and  prosperous ; 
schools  had  been  organized,  I  think,  in  every 
district  ;  roads  had  been  made  and  bv  the 
united  effort  of  a  hardy,  intelligent  and  in- 
dustrious population,  they  were  moving 
along  harmoniously. 

Another  grist  and  saw-mill  had  been  erected 
by  Nathan  Record,  near  where  the  road  winch 
runs  to  the  "  Barber  place,"  crosses  the  race- 
way that  now  carries  the  water  to  Gray's 
mills,  on  land  now  owned  by  Mrs  Hannah 
Clark.    A  blacksmith's  shop,  and   one  or 
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two  other  shops  had  been  built  in  the  village. 
Mr.  Filrnore  had  begun  to  keep  a  tavern,  and 
John  Burnham,  who  had  moved  sometime 
during  the  season  of  1785,  at  about  this  time 
(1791)  commenced  building  mills  and  dwell- 
ing-houses at  the  place,  since  known  as  "  Bur- 
nain's  hollow."  Mr.  Burnam  removed  from 
Shaftsbury  to  Middle  town,  and  first  purchas- 
ed largely  of  real  estate  in  the  south  part  of 
the  town.  He  first  put  up  a  log- house  in 
what  is  now  cailed  the  "  upper  orchard"  on 
Mr.  Southworth  s  farm,  the  road  then  ran  in 
that  vicinity.  The  next  year,  (L736,)  he  put 
up  a  frame-house,  the  same  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Southworth.  In  the  year  1791,  (if  we 
are  not  mistaken  as  to  the  time,)  Mr.  Bur- 
nam again  made  large  purchases  of  real  es- 
tate in  the  west  part  of  the  town.  He  com- 
menced at  once  putting  up  a  dwelling-house, 
afterwards  known  as  the  "  bam.  Willard 
house,"  After  that  house  was  completed,  he 
left  his  son  Jacob  on  his  premises,  in  the 
south  part  of  the  town,  and  moved  into  the 
Willard  house.  He  then  went  extensively 
into  building  mills,  also  in  larunng,  and 
built  several  dwelling-houses.  He  built  a 
forge,  foundry,  grist  and  saw-mills,  an  oil- 
miil,  carding-machine  and  clothiers  works, 
and  a  distillery.  All  of  these  he  put  into 
successful  and  active  operation  and  carried 
on  here  an  extensive  business  until  18 LI, 
when  his  mills  were  all  swept  away  by  the 
freshet  of  that  year.  He  afterwards  rebuilt 
his  forge  audsaw-mill,  butdidnotdo  a  large 
amount  of  business  after  the  disaster  of  1811. 

Joxis  Burnam  the  lirst  lawyer  that  settled 
in  town,  was  a  man  of  uncommon  ability. 
For  the  success  of  the  religious  interests  in 
town,  pernaps  not  much  was  due  to  him,  al- 
though he  paid  something  for  such  purposes 
and  was  in  the  habit  of  attending  meetings 
on  the  Sabbath,  but  did.  not  believe  in  the 
immortality  of  the  soul ;  yet  it  must  be  con- 
ceded for  the  success  of  business  enterprises 
at  that  early  day,  the  town  >\as  much  in- 
debted to  him. 

FRO 24    WILLIAMS*  STATISTICS  OF  THE  RUTLAND 
COUNTY  BAR. 

"  John  Burnam  was  horn  in  Old  Ipswich, 
Ma'-s.,  in  1712,  and  came  to  Bennington  the 
first  year  of  its  settlement,  176.1,  lit being 
our  oldest  town.  He  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tiers  of  the  Mate.  Hi-  was  .it  the  time  but 
19  years  old,  previous  to  which  time  his  ed- 
ucation had  been  wholly  neglected,  having 
never,  ou  account  of  indigence  of  his  parents, 


received  '  hit  a  few  vjeeks  schooling.'  lor  his 
subsequent  attainments,  he  was  wholly  in- 
debted to  his  exertions  put  forth  alter  this 
time.  In  17'J"),  he  removed  to  Shaft-bury, 
and  located  himself  near  Squire  Munroe,  a 
Yorker,'  who  had  received  the  appointment 
of  Justice  of  the  Pe-ic^  from  New  York,  and 
who,  by  his  exertions  in  behalf  of  lhat  gov- 
ernment, was  a  source  of  trouble.  ami  b  came 
very  obnoxious  to  the  N«w  llanlp.shire  grant- 
ees. Some  dispute  ari-ing  between  this  Squire 
Munroe  and  Mr.  B.,  the  former  prevailed  in 
consequence  of  his  presumed  legal  knowl- 
edge, when  Mr.  B.  determined  t<>  inform  him- 
self on  the  subject  of  law,  so  as  ;it  least  to 
know  and  understand  his  rights.  There 
were  at  thi3  time  no  attornies  in  the  terri- 
tory, comprising  the  Sta:.e  of  Vermont,  or 
nearer  to  it  than  the  new  city,  (now  Lan- 
singburgh,  N.  Y.)  Thither  Mr.  B.  went  and 
procured  Blackstone's  Commentuxies,  and 
one  or  two  volumes  of  the  N.  Y.  Colony 
Laws.  These  he  so  attentively  studied  dur- 
ing his  leisure  time,  that  he  soon  became 
familiarly  acquainted  with  them,  and  oegaa 
to  put  his  knowledge  in  practice,  aud  soon 
became  quite  ■  a  pettifogger  (or  his  times  and 
a  new  country  '  lie  removed  to  Bennington 
in  1771,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  bus- 
iness and  continued  in  it  until  1771',  when  he 
returned  to  Shaftsbury  where  he  resided  un- 
til 17^5.  During  this  time  he  was  a  member 
of  the  conventions  of  1770  and  '77.  which 
declared  our  independence  of  New  York, 
formed  our  State  constitution,  etc.  He  was 
one  of  the  committee  who  draughted  the  dec- 
laration of  our  independence,  and  existence 
as  a  separate  State,  lie  also  represented 
Bennington,  then  our  largest  town,  in  the 
first  General  assembly,  or  Legislature  of  the 
State.  During  the  Revolutionary  War,  he 
was  commissary  of  the  northern  army,  and 
commissioner  for  the  sale  of  tonascated  es- 
tates 

His  connection  with  the  execution  of  Red- 
ding was  perhaps  the  most  notorious  event 
of  his  life.  Bedding  had  been  convicted  of 
'  criminal  conduct'  by  a  jury  of  six  persons, 
and  was  sentenced  to  be  executed  on  the  14th 
of  June,  1778.  Upon  the  appointed  day, 
and  alter  a  vast  multitude  had  assembled  to 
witness  the  execution,  Mr.  B.  disclosed  to  the. 
council  that,  by  the  common  law  of  Engiand, 
no  man  could  he  sentenced  but  upon  convic- 
tion by  twelve  of  his  peers,  whereupon  a  re- 
prieve was  granted.  Tins  was  the  cause  of 
great  disappointment  to  the  people  who  had 
assembled  to  witness  the  execution,  to  ap- 
pease whom  Ethan  Allen  mounted  a  stump 
and  exclaimed  '  Attention  the  whole  '  and 
informed  them  that  '  on  a  certain  future  day 
s  irne  one  should  be  hung,  and  if  lied  ding 
was  not,  he  would  be  himself.'  Redding  was 
again  tried,  convicted  and  execute  I." 

Mr.  Burnam  seems  to  have  been  engaged 
as  counsel  in  many  of  the  first  cases  tried  in 
the  County  court,  in  Bennington  county,  and 
"  being  successful,"  was  induced  by  Stephen 
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R.  Bradley  and  Nathaniel  Chipman  to  take 
th8  attorney's  oath.  Dr.  Graham,  in  his 
"  Letters  upon  Vermont,"  published  in  1797, 
thus  speaks  of  him  :  "  Mr.  Burnam,  of  Mid- 
dletown,  possesses  large  iron  foundries  and 
forges.  This  gentleman  was  one  of  the 
practicing  lawyers  of  the  State,  but  of  late 
years  has  wholly  declined  the  profession. 
He  is  a  man  of  real  abilities  and  great  sci- 
entific knowledge." 

We  should  add  here  that  Mr.  B.  represent- 
ed the  town  of  Middletown  6  years,  the  first 
time  in  17S8.  He  died  in  Middletown,  Aug. 
1,  1829,  aged  87.  His  father  died  in  Mid- 
dletown, in  1811,  agel  97. 

John  Burnam  left  1  sons  and  2  daughters, 
none  of  whom  are  now  living.  Nathau,  the 
oldest  son,  removed  from  here  at  an  early 
day.  He  left  a  family,  as  we  are  informed, 
who  had  a  good  standing  and  influence. 
Jacob,  the  second  son,  remained  on  the  old 
homestead  until  a  short  time  before  he  died. 
Jacob  has  2  children  now  living  ;  Jacob,  jr., 
and  Eveline,  the  widow  of  Johnson  Cook, 
both  of  whom  now  reside  in  Sturges,  Mich., 
and  Harry,  who  is  an  attorney  and  judge  of 
probate,  and  resides  in  Indiana.  Of  the 
other  two  sons  of  John  Burnam,  were  John 
the  third,  as  he  was  called,  who  died  about 
1835,  and  Sylvester,  who  died  about  1860 — 
both  died  poor  ;  of  the  two  daughters,  one 
married  Jeremiah  Leffingwell,  and  the  other 
Samuel  Willard.  They  had  the  reputation 
of  being  worthy  women,  and  were  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  denomination. 
Mr.  Leffingwell  was  a  man  of  considerable 
notoriety  in  his  time,  and  was  engaged  in  a 
good  deal  of  business.  One  of  his  daughters 
married  the  late  Nathan  Allen  of  Pawlet, 
who  has  left  a  family  strongly  marked  with 
the  energy  and  business  tact  of  their  mater- 
nal ancestors. 

At  the  census  of  1S00,  the  population  of  the 
town  was  1066,  a  gain  of  3G7  in  9  years.  A 
village  had  sprung  up  with  about  as  many 
inhabitants,  and  probably  more  business  than 
it  now  has.  John  Burnam  had  a  village  of 
his  own  in  "  Burnam  Hollow,"  and  the  Mi- 
ners were  doing  quite  a  business  in  the  east 
part  of  the  town  ;  every  part  of  the  town  was 
settled  and  the  farms  were  cleared  up  and  un- 
der cultivation. 

About  1800,  occurred  the  "  Wood  (-crape," 
a  term  not  expressive  perhaps  of  what  is 
meant,  but  a  name  which  has  always  been 
given  by  the  people  to  a  strange  affair  in 


which  the  Wood  families,  then  living  here, 
were  the  leading  actors.  It  was  a  religious 
delusion,  and,  at  the  time,  the  cause  of  great 
excitement  here,  and  of  a  good  deal  of  noto- 
riety in  this  part  of  the  State.  That  there 
were  other  denouements  besides  delusion  in 
the  affair  is  true,  but  it  had  its  origin,  t 
have  uo  doubt,  in  a  false  religion  of  which 
Nathaniel  Wood  was  the  author,  and  was  sus- 
tained and  enabled  to  become  what  it  did  by 
delusion. 

Before  1860,  I  had  conversed  with  more 
than  30  old  men  and  women  who  were  living 
here  in  1800,  and  then  supposed  I  had  obtain- 
ed all  the  information  that  could  be  had  on 
tuat  subject,  the  substance  of  which  was  that 
the  Woods  dug  for  money  in  various  parts  of 
the  town,  and  were  engaged  in  this  for  nearly 
a  year  ;  that  they  used  hazel-rods  which  they 
pretended  would  lead  them  to  places  where 
money  had  been  buried,  and  that  they  finally 
predicted  that  there  would  be  an  earthquake 
on  a  future  day  by  them  named,  and  that 
when  that  day  arrived  there  was  great  excite- 
ment and  commotion  among  the  people,  such 
as  was  never  known  here  before  nor  since. 

About  the  year  1862,  some  facts  new  to  me, 
came  into  my  possession,  since  which  time  I 
have  made  use  of  all  the  means  in  my  power 
to  collect  all  the  information  connected  with, 
that  matter  which  could  possibly  be  obtained. 
On  this  investigation,  which  has  taken  much 
of  my  time,  I  have  become  convinced  that  the 
narrations  given  me  by  the  old  people  were 
correct,  so  far  as  they  went,  and  taey  went 
so  far  as  to  include  nearly  all  the  open  trans- 
actions of  the  Woods  but  the  origin  of  that 
affair  and  the  results  are,  in  my  judgment, 
important,  and  the  facts  bearing  upon  tnese  I 
have  obtained,  for  the  most  part,  since  1862. 
*"  The  Woods  were  among  the  early  settlers 
of  the  town.  They-came  here  from  Benn.ng- 
ton  and  had  not  been  there  long  ;  they  came 
to  this  State  from  Norwich,  Ct. ;  some  of  them 
were  here  as  early  as  1782.  In  1800,  they 
had  become  more  numerous  than  any  family 
or  families  of  the  same  or  of  one  name  in  the 
I  town.  There  were  here  at  this  time  Nathan- 
iel Wood,  Nathaniel  Wood,  jr.,  Ephr aim,  Ja- 
cob, Ebenezer,  Ebenezer  jr.,  John,  John  jr., 
Philemon,  Lewis,  David,  and  Moseley  Wood. 

Nathaniel  Wood,  "the  old  man  of  all,"  as 
he  was  called,  was  the  father  of  Nathaniel  jr  , 
and  of  Jacob  and  Ephr  aim.  Nathaniel  Wood 
was  a  preacher.    After  the  Congregational 
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church  was  organized,  he  offered  himself  to 
them  as  their  minister,  but  Deacon  Jonathan 
Brewster,  having  known  him  in  Connecticut, 
opposed  it.  Wood  persisted  f6r  a  considera- 
ble length  of  time  in  his  efforts  to  become 
their  pastor,  but  Dea.  Brewster  determinedly 
opposed  it  and  succeeded  in  carrying  the 
church  with  him ;  but  either  to  gratify  some 
of  Mr.  Wood's  friends  in  the  church,  or  to  ap- 
pease him,  they  passed  a  vote  ia  which  they 
recognized  him  "  as  a  leader''  in  the  church, 
lie  was  a  member  of  the  church,  as  would  ap- 
pear from  the  records,  although  he  never  sign- 
ed the  articles,  as  did  others  of  that  time.  The 
records  of  that  church  show  that  for  \  or  5 
years,  commencing  in  1784,  there  was  an  al- 
most uninterrupted  controversy  going  on  be7/ 
tween  Mr.  Wood  and  the  church,  or  between 
him  and  some  one  or  more  of  its  members. 
In  17S9,  the  church  passed  the  following  . 

"  That  Joseph  Spaulding,  Lewis  Wood  and 
Increase  Rudd,  be  a  committee  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Wood,  and  tell  him  his  fatlt, 
viz.,  of  saying  one  thing  an  d  doing  contrary, 
and  persisting  in  contention,  and  saying  in 
convention  that  he  wished  tor  a  council  and 
when  the  church,  by  their  committee,  pro- 
posed to  have  a  council  to  settle  the  whole 
matter,  he  utterly  refused." 

He  seemed  to  have  treated  this  action  of 
the  church  with  contempt,  and  in  O.tober, 
1789,  the  church  excommunicated  him.  It 
does  not  appear  from  the  records  of  the-. hurch, 
that  there  was  any  controversy  between  him 
and  them  upon  doctrines,  but  the  disputes 
arose  mostly  from  his  charges  against  mem- 
bers, and  against  the  church.  which  he 
claimed  that  injustice  had  been  done  to  him 
in  their  action,  on  several  occasions.  He  was 
a  very  ambitious  man,  fond  of  contention, 
and  had  an  indomitable  will  that  could  not 
endure  defeat;  a  man  of  great  mental  power, 
and  allowing  me  to  judge  from  inlormation 
I  have  obtained,  was  as  dishonest  and  unscru- 
pulous in  matters  of  religion  as  any  modern 
politician  has  been  in  politics.  When  he 
found  he  could  not  rule  the  Congregational 
church,  he  seemed  determined  to  ruin  it.  He 
was  a  formidable  antagonist;  but  with  such 
men  as  Jonathan  Brewster,  Joseph  Spaulding 
and  Gideon  Miner  in  that  church,  he  could 
make  but  little  progress  in  that  direction. 

After  Mr.  Wood  was  excluded  from  the 
church,  he  set  up  meetings  of  his  own,  and 
preached  to  those  who  came  to  hear  him,  and 
succeeded,  after  awhile,  in  getting  quite  a  con 
gregation,  consisting  of  his  own  family  and 


family  connections,  and  some  others.  He 
held  his  meetings  mostly  at  the  dwelling- 
houses  of  his  sons.  'His  religious  doctrines, 
whatever  they  might  have  been  while  in  the 
Congregational  church,  appeared  to  be  far 
from  orthodox  after  his  independent  organiza- 
tion, if  oiganizationdt  was.  He  professed  to 
believe  in  supernatural  agencies,  and  dwelt 
very  much  in  his  preaching  on  the  judgments 
of  God,  which/he  claimed  would  visit  the  peo- 
ple by  the  special  acts  of  Providence,  as  did 
the  destruction  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  and 
the  plagues  of  Egypt.  The  judgments  of  God 
were  his  favorite  themes.  At  first  his  own 
family  did  not  appear  to  adopt  his  new  doc- 
trines ;  but  such  was  his  tenacity  and  perse- 
verance, that  by  the  year  1800,  he  had  drawn 
them  all  in,  with  many  others  outside  of  his 
family  and  family  connections,  so  that  he  had 
at  this  time  a  number  nearly  equal  to  either 
of  the  other  denominations  in  town.  His  pe- 
culiar religious  doctrines  will  appear  as  we 
proceed.  Suffice  it  to  say,  for  the  present, 
that  he  regarded  himself  and  his  followers  as 
modern  Israelites  or  Jews,  under  the  special 
care  of  Providence;  that  the  Almighty  would 
not  only  specially  interpose  in  their  behalf, 
but  would  visit  their  enemies,  the  Gentiles  (all 
outsiders),  with  his  wrath  and  vengeance. 

In  this  condition  we  find  Nathaniel  Wood 
and  his  followers  when  the  hazel-rod  was  in- 
troduced, and  the  money  digging  commenced  ; 
but  the  Woods  did  not  commence  it;  that  hon- 
or belongs  to  a  man  of  another  name  ;  but 
they  were  in  a  condition  to  adopt  this  man's 
rod-notions,  which  they  did  with  great  effect 
in  their  work  of  deluding  the  people. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Wincheil,  as  he  call- 
ed himself  when  he  came  here,  was  the  first 
man  who  used  the  hazel-rod.  From  what  we 
have  learned  of  him,  he  was,  undoubtedly,  an 
expert  villain.  He  sought  to  accomplish  his 
purposes  by  working  upon  the  hopes  and  fears 
of  individuals,  and  by  a  kind  of  sorcery, 
which  he  performed  with  great  skill.  The 
time  he  came  here  I  cannot  give,  but  it  was, 
undoubtedly,  sometime  in  the  year  1799.  He 
was  a  fugitive  from  justice  from  Orange  coun- 
ty, Vermont,  where  he  had  been  engaged  in 
counterfeiting.  He  first  went  to  a  Mr.  Cow- 
dry's,  in  Weils,  who  then  lived  in  that  town, 
near  the  line  between  Wells  and  Middle-town, 
in  the  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Rob- 
ert Park3,  Esq.  Cowdry  was  the  father  of 
Oliver  Cowdry,  the  noted  Mormon,  who  claim- 
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ed  to  have  been  one  of  the  witnesses  to  Joe 
Smith's  revelations,  and  to  have  written  the 
book  Mormon,  as  it  was  deciphered  by  Smith 
from  the  golden  plates.  Winchell,  I  have 
been  told,  was  a  friend  and  acquaintance  of 
Cowdry's,  but  of  this  I  cannot  be  positive  ; 
they  were  intimate  afterwards;  but  Winchell 
staid  at  Cowdry's  some  little  time,  keeping 
himself  concealed,  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
some  with  whom  I  have  conversed  that  he 
cenimeneed  hi ^  operations  of  digging  for  mon- 
ey in  Wells,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  deter- 
mine as  to  that.  It  is  well  known  that  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  money  digging  in  that  part 
of  Wells.  Whether  it  commenced  at  the  time 
spoken  of  when  Winchell  went  there,  or  after- 
wards, is,  to  my  mind,  unsettled. 

Winchell  next  turns  up  in  Middletown,  at 
Ezekiel  Perry's  in  the  Fall  or  fore  part  of  the 
winter  of  1799.  Perry  lived  at  the  extreme 
south  part  of  the  town,  on  the  road  to  Paw- 
let.  Here  he  staid  all  Winter,  keeping  him- 
self from  the  public  eye,  practicing  his  arts 
of  deception  as  he  had  opportunity  to  do  so, 
without  attracting  too  much  attention  ;  and 
here  he  began  to  use  the  hazel-rod  (whether 
he  had  before  used  it  at  Cowdry's,  in  Weils, 
I  cannot  say).  He  would  tell  fortune?,  and 
do  other  wondrous  things  with  it.  In  the 
Spring  of  1800,  feeling  perhaps,  a  little  more 
secure  from  those  who  desired  to  find  him  and 
bring  him  to  justice,  he  gathered  quite  a  num- 
ber about  him  from  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, and  told  them  there  was  money  buried 
in  that  region,  and  with  his  rod  he  could  find 
it,  and  if  they  would  assist  in  digging  it  out, 
and  forever  keep  it  a  secret,  he  would  give 
them  a  part  of  the  money.  This  they  agreed 
to,  and  were  all  eager  to  commence  digging. 

Before  we  proceed  further,  we  should,  per- 
haps, say  a  word  about  this  rod,  which  play- 
ed such  a  part  in  Middletown  in  this  event- 
ful year.  The  best  description  we  can  give 
of  it  is  this  :  It  was  a  stick  of  what  Has  been 
known  as  witch-hazel — a  small  bush  or  shrub 
very  common  in  this  vicinity,  It  was  cut 
with  two  prongs,  in  the  form  of  a  fork,  and 
the  person  using  it  would  take  the  two 
prongs,  one  in  each  hand,  and  the  other  end 
from  the  body.  From  the  use  of  this  stick 
Winchell  and  the  Woods  pretended  to  divine 
all  sorts  of  things  to  suit  their  purposes.  It 
is  probably  true  that  a  hazel-stick,  or  perhaps 
any  green  stick,  cut  in  this  form,  and  held  in 
this  manner  by  some  persons,  will  sometimes 


move  without  any  apparent  cause.  There  is 
some  natural  cause  for  it.  Whether  it  is  at- 
tracted by  water  or  mineral  substances  in  the 
earth,  or  moved  by  the  imagination  of  the  per- 
son holding  it,  is  a  matter  for  the  philosopher, 
not  for  me.  This  much  is  quite  certain,  ii  was 
then  a  very  effectual  implement  with  which 
to  practice  deception. 

After  Winchell  had  made  his  proposals  to 
those  whom  he  gathered  about  him,  and  they 
had  been  accepted,  he  had  recourse  to  his  rod 
to  determine  whether  they  were  sincere  in 
their  promises  to  keep  the  money  digging  a 
secret.  The  rod,  as  he  pretended,  told  him 
they  were,  and  then  he  sallied  out  ;  went  on 
to  the  hill,  east  of  Perry's  house,  holding  his 
rod  before  bira  in  the  manner  indicated,  his 
dupes  following  after.  On  the  hill,  a  little 
south  of  east  of  the  upper  Wait  house,  on  the 
Tinraouth  side  of  the  line,  his  rod  fell  or  made 
seme  motion,  which  told  him,  that  they  had 
reached  the  spot  where  the  precious  metal 
was  buried.  The  men,  under  Winchell,  im- 
mediately prepared  themselves  with  shovels 
and  other  implements,  and  commenced  dig- 
ging. They  worked  hard  for  two  or  three 
day  i,  and  becoming  weary,  their  enthusiasm 
begau  to  cool,  and  they  began  to  show  signs 
of  ghing  out.  Winchell  held  up  his  rod,  got 
some  motion  from  it,  and  told  them  the  mon- 
ey wa.-.  in  an  iron  chest  and  covered  with  a 
large  stone,  and  that  they  would  soon  come 
to  it.  This  had  the  effect  to  renew  their  en- 
ergies, and  soon  they  did  come  to  a  stone  or 
a  rock,  an J  were,  at  once  wild  with  excite- 
ment. Winchell  then  again  consulted  his  rod, 
and  told  his  men  they  must  wait  awhile  be- 
fore removing  the  stone  or  taking  out  the 
chest  of  money.  It  was  now  two  or  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  this  evil  man, 
the  better  to  accomplish  his  purposes,  kept 
his  dupes  away  from  the  place  until  nearly 
sundown,  when  they  were  provided  with 
levers,  handspikes  and  bars  to  remove  the 
stone.  Winchell  once  more  astonished  them 
with  the  motions  of  his  rod,  and  told  them  if 
tbey  obeyed  his  instructions,  they  would,  in 
a  few  moments,  be  in  possession  of  large  suras 
of  money.  He  impressed  it  upon  them,  that 
the  occasion  was  one  of  "  awful  moment," 
that  there  was  a  "divinity"  guarding  the 
treasure,  and  that  if  there  was  any  lack  of 
faith  in  any  one  of  the  party,  or  any  should 
utter  a  word  while  removing  the  stone  and 
taking  out  the  chest,  that  this  divinity  would 
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put  the  money  forever  beyond  their  reach, 
and  besides  he  could  not  be  answerable  for 
consequences.  Believing  every  word  this 
vile  man  said  to  them,  you  can  imagine,  bet- 
ter than  I  can  describe,  the  appearance  and 
feelings  of  those  men  as  they  were  prying  and 
lifting  away  for  two  long  hours  at  a  stone  so 
large  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  re- 
move it  from  its  bed.  The  spell  was  broken 
at  last.  Some  one  of  the  party  stepped  on 
the  foot  of  another,  the  latter  crying  out  in 
pain,  "  Get  off  from  my  toes."  Winchell  ex- 
claimed with  a  loud  voice,  "  The  money  is 
gone,  flee'  for  your  lives!"  Every  man  of  the 
party  dropped  his  bar  or  lever,  and  ran  as 
though  it  was  for  life.  Thus  ended  the  dig- 
ging for  money  at  this  place.  Winchell  man- 
aged to  get  what  little  change  these  men  had 
while  they  were  digging,  probably  under  the 
expectation,  on  their  part,  that  they  all  would 
soon  have  money  enough. 

Soon  after  this  affair  Winchell  made  the 
acquaintance  of  the  Woods,  who,  according 
to  our  theory,  were  then  ripe  for  just  such  a 
scheme.  As  an  old  man  told  me,  who  lived 
here  at  the  time,  and  professed  to  know  all 
about  it,  "  They  (the  Woods) swallowed  Win- 
chell, rod  and  all."  I  may  as  well  give  the 
old  man's  name,  it  was  Jabez  D.  Perry,  who 
died  in  Middletown  in  the  Fall  of  1863.  Per- 
ry gave  me  this  account  of  Winchell.  It  being 
then  new  to  me,  I  must  say  that  I  doubted 
its  truth  ;  but  in  my  researches  since  that  time, 
I  have  found  evidence,  the  most  of  it  from 
living  witnesses,  to  sustain  Mr.  Perry  in  every 
particular,  except  Winchell's  management  in 
the  digging  as  above  given — and  I  might  well 
say  that  he  is  sustained  in  that,  for  it  was  all 
the  same,  or  of  similar  character  which  fol- 
lowed, and  was  kept  up  until  the  next  win- 
ter; the  same  romance  attended  it,  the  same 
imposition  wa3  practiced,  and  there  was  the 
same  claim  to  a  supernatural  agency. 

The  Woods  then  commenced  using  the 
hazel  rod  and  digging  for  money,  which  was 
in  the  Spring  or  early  in  the  summer  of  1800, 
and  continued  in  this  until  late  in  the  Fall, 
and  some  have  said  until  into  the  Winter. 
Winchell  was  with  them,  but  it  was  not  gen- 
erally known,  he  being  concealed — the  Woods 
were  the  ostensible  managers.  They  did  not 
handle  the  pick  and  shovel  very  much  in  the 
digging;  that  part  of  the  work  was  mostly 
done  by  tlmse  who  were  drawn  into  it  by  the 
Woods.    A  mau  by  the  name  of  Pratt  did  a 


good  deal  of  the  digging;  he  then  lived  on 
what  has  since  been  known  as  the  Barber 
farm,  and  either  at  that  time  or  before,  owned 
it.  But  the  Woods  superintended  the  work, 
and  were  the  men  who  handled  the  rod  for 
the  most  part  in  those  operations.  Jacob 
Wood,  known  as  Capt.  Wood,  one  of  the  sons 
of  Nathaniel,  was  the  leader  in  the  use  of  the 
rod.  "Priest  Wood,"  his  father,  seemed  to 
throw  his  whole  soul  into  the  rod  delusion, 
but  his  use  of  the  rod  was  mostly  as  a  medi- 
um of  revelation.  It  was  "St.  John's  rod" 
he  said,  and  undoubtedly  was  very  conve- 
nient for  him,  as  he  was  much  more  fruitful 
in  his  prophecies  than  before — but  Capt.  Jacob 
was  the  man  to  find  where  the  money  was 
buried,  and  to  use  the  rod  at  their  public 
meetings,  and  on  other  occasions,  though  ail 
the  Woods  and  their  followers,  had  each  a 
rod,  which  was  used  whenever  they  desired 
any  information.  If  any  one  was  sick,  they 
sought  the  rod  to  know  whether  they  would 
live  or  die,  and  to  know  what  medicine  to 
administer  to  them.  In  all  their  business 
matters,  they  followed,  as  they  said,  the  di- 
rection of  the  rod,  and  with  it  they  could,  as 
they  pretended,  divine  the  thoughts  and  in- 
tentions of  men. 

The  greatest  part  of  their  digging  for  mon- 
ey was  on  the  Barber  farm,  and  on  the  Zenas 
Frisbie  farm,  then  owned  by  Ephraim  Wood, 
though  they  dug  in  many  other  places  in  town. 
On  the  Frisbie  farm,  the  farm  on  which  I  was 
born  and  raised,  there  are  seven  or  eight 
places  which  still  bear  the  marks  of  their  dig- 
ging. At  one  place  in  the  "  notch,"  it  has 
been  said  they  dug  to  the  depth  of  70  feet, 
and  from  the  appearances  about  the  place,  I 
should  judge  they  might  have  gone  to  that 
depth.  They  were  led  to  these  places,  or  pre- 
tended to  be,  by  the  rods.  Many  of  the  old 
people  have  told  me,  that  almost  every  day 
during  that  season,  Capt.  Wood,  or  some 
other  one,  could  be  seen  with  the  two  prongs 
of  the  rod  twisted  around  his  hands,  in  search 
for  buried  treasures.  Whether  they  were  dig- 
ging for  and  expected  to  find  coin  or  ore,  has 
often  been  asked  of  me.  They  talked  the 
most  about  money,  which  they  said  had  been 
buried  in  this  region,  which  would  m  an  com 
of  course,  but  my  opinion  is,  that  they  ha  i 
become  so  deluded  that  they  had  no  distinct 
idea  as  to  whether  they  were  in  pursuit  of 
gold  and  silver  in  coin  or  in  its  natural  Btate, 
but  let  this  be  understood  as  an  opinion. 
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Many  nut  familiar  with,  the  facts,  have  sup- 
posed, and  have  said  to  me,  that  they  were 
under  the  impression  that  the  Woods  acted 
upon  the  theory  that  those  hazel-rods  may 
Le  attracted  by  metalic  substunces  in  the  earth 
and  hence  their  motion  or  working  ;  but  they 
iiad  no  such  theory  as  that ;  there  was  no 
show  of  reason  in  the  affair  from  beginning 
to  end,  their  idea  was,  that  it  was  revelatioyi, 
that  it  was  made  known  to  them  through  the 
medium  of  St.  John's  rod,  and  would  bo  re- 
vealed to  none  others  but  God's  chosen  peo- 
ple. Nathaniel  Wood's  Jewish  theory,  (if  I 
may  60  call  it,)  ran  through  the  whole  thing 
from  first  to  last. 

Many  ludicrous  stories  which  might  be 
amusing  to  some,  could  be  given,  as  related 
by  the  Woods  and  others,  while  they  were 
digging.  They  dug  some  time  in  a  cellar  on 
the  Barber  farm  ;  there  they  came  to  a  stone, 
and  under  it  was  the  chest  of  money  as  they 
said.  They  run  their  bars  down,  and  they 
would  strike  the  chest ;  then  they  would  dig 
awhile — run  down  their  bars  again,  and  it 
would  not  be  there.  This  would  be  repeated — 
eometimes  the  chest  would  be  there,  and  then 
it  would  not.  Once  they  raised  it  up  and 
were  on  the  point  of  taking  it  out,  when  their 
efforts  became  powerless,  the  chest  would 
come  no  furthur.  They  then  laid  a  Bible 
upon  it,  and  went  after  some  one  to  come  and 
pray  over  it,  but  when  they  returned,  the 
Bible  and  chest  of  money  were  both  gone. 
This  result  they  said  was  owing  to  the  wick- 
edness or  want  of  faith  of  some  one  or  more 
of  the  party. 

The  rods- men,  (such  they  were  called,)  be- 
came so  infatuated  as  to  give  up  nearly  their 
whole  time  to  this  scheme.  All  tho  believers 
became  wild  fanatics.  Besides  those  in  Mid- 
dletown  in  this  movement,  there  were  several 
families  in  the  south-east  part  of  Poultney, 
now  known  as  the  Giddings  neighborhood  ; 
also  several  families  in  the  north-east  part  of 
Wells,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Giddings  neigh- 
borhood. These  were  al3o  digging  for  mon- 
ey, and  were  known  as  belonging  to  the  rod- 
men. 

Some  facts  may  be  given  to  show  the  delu- 
sion of  those  persons  in  this  movement. 

In  Poultney,  a  young  lady  by  the  name  of 
Ann  Bishop,  mysteriously  disappeared  ;  no 
one  could  give  any  clue  to  her  whereabouts. 
The  Woods  were  sent  for,  and  came.  It  be- 
came known,  and  large  numbers  had  collect- 


ed, it  being  on  the  sabbath  day,  from  Poult- 
ney, Middletown  and  Wells.  The  rod  was 
brought  into  requisition,  and  pointed  to  a 
certain  place  in  Weils  pond,  which  runs  up 
into  the  south  part  of  Poultney.  The  conclu- 
sion was  that  the  lady  was  drowned  in  that 
place,  and  the  next  thing  done  was  a  prepar- 
ation to  get  the  body.  Ropes,  chains  and 
hooks  were  procured,  and  logs  were  drawn 
up,  a  horse-blanket  and  some  other  matter, 
but  no  human  body.  She  was  drowned  there, 
the  rods-men  said,  they  were  sure  of  that. 
She  afterwards  made  her  appearance. 

The  Woods  at  one  time  had  it  revealed  to 
them,  that  they  must  build  a  temple.  They 
got  out  the  timher  for  the  frame,  got  it  raised 
up  to  the  rafters,  when  they  had  another  rev- 
elation that  that  work  must  be  discontinue  1, 
and  nothing  more  was  done  on  the  temple. 
From  the  time  the  Woods  began  to  use  the 
rod  and  dig  for  money,  which,  was  in  the 
Spring  or  early  Summer  of  1800,  they  and 
their  followers  were  every  day  becoming  more 
heated  in  their  zeal,  and  by  the  December  fol- 
lowing, it  became  evident  that  a  crisis  would 
soon  be  reached.  "Priest  Wood"  was  becom- 
ing so  loud  and  vehement  and  30  frenzied  in 
his  favorite  theme  of  God's  judgments  upon 
the  wicked  Gentiles,  that  it  was  not  difficult 
to  perceive  that  a  paroxysm  and  collapse  were 
near  at  hand.  It  was  revealed  to  them,  that 
on  a  certain  night  there  would  be  an  earth- 
quake— that  immediately  prior  to  the  earth- 
quake the  "  destroyer  "  would  pass  through 
the  land  and  slay  a  portion  of  the  unbeliev- 
ers, and  the  earthquake  would  complete  the 
destruction  of  them  and  their  worldly  posses- 
sions. The  day  on  which  they  predicted  that 
this  would  occur,  was  the  14th  of  January, 
1801.  This  I  have  determined  from  a  letter 
which  I  have  received  from  an  old  gentleman 
who  was  present  on  the  occasion. 

When  the  day  arrived  for  the  earthquake, 
the  Woods  and  their  friends  all  collected  at 
the  house  of  Nathaniel  Wood,  jr.,  who  then 
lived  on  what  has  been  known  as  the  Mieah 
Vail  farm,  which  is  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  Crockee  Clift,  and  as  they  left  their  own 
houses,  prepared  them  for  the  earthquake  by 
putting  their  crockery  on  the  floors,  and  wrote 
on  each  of  their  door-posts  :  "  Jesus  our  pass- 
over  was  sacrificed  for  us."  The  rods -men, 
or  those  who  handled  the  rcd.j,  among  whom 
Capt.  Wood  was  chief,  were  at  Nathaniel  jr. 's 
house  early  in  the  day.    One  of  their  duties 
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on  this  occasion  was  to  determine  who  were 
and  who  were  not  to  be  saved  from  the  ap- 
proaching destruction  or  "  plague,"  a3  they 
called  it,  and  to  admit  such  into  the  house, 
and  those  only,  who  were  to  be  spared.  The 
occasion  was  with  them  the  Passover,  and  how 
they  kept  it  will  pretty  fully  appear  from  the 
letter  above  alluded  to. 

Up  to  the  evening  of  this  day,  the  people 
of  the  town  had  looked  unconcerned  upon 
this  folly  of  the  Woods,  but  now  they  became 
suddenly  aroused,  and  many  were  very  much 
alarmed.  They  feared  some  evil  might  befall 
some  of  the  inhabitants  during  the  night.  They 
(the  Gentiles,)  had  no  belief  in  the  Wood's 
predictions,  but  feared  that  they  or  some  of 
their  followers  would  themselves  turn  "  de- 
stroying angels"  and  kill  some  of  the  inhab- 
itants, or  get  up  an  artificial  earthquake  by 
the  use  of  powder,  which  would  result  in  in- 
jury to  persons  or  property.  Capt  Joel  Mi- 
ner was  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia  in 
town,  and  hastily  collected  his  company. 
Capt.  Miner  was  a  very  energetic,  as  well  as 
a  very  earnest  man,  and  I  should  judge  from 
all  accounts,  was  at  this  time  very  much 
alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants. 
General  Jonas  Clark  was  at  the  time  one  of 
his  subordinate  officers,  and  was  teaching  a 
singing-school  which  had  assembled  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Filmore.  Capt  Miner  came  in 
much  excited,  reprimanded  him  for  his  indif- 
ference in  the  matter,  and  ordered  him  to 
duty.  He  left  his  singing-school  at  once,  and 
took  his  place  in  the  militia.  The  General 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  neglecting  his  duty, 
but  he  was  a  philosopher,  and  it  is  probable 
that  he  "didn't  think  there  would  be  much 
of  a  shower."  Capt.  Miner  stationed  his  com- 
pany as  sentinels  and  patrols  in  different  parts 
of  the  town,  with  directions  to  allow  no  per- 
son to  pass  them  unless  a  satisfactory  account 
of  themselves  could  be  given,  and  especially 
to  have  an  eye  out  for  the  "destroying  an- 
gels." The  town  had  a  quantity  of  powder, 
balls  and  flints,  as  the  law  then  required ; 
these  were  kept  in  the  Congregational  meet- 
ing-house in  a  sort  of  cupboard  under  the  pul- 
pit. From  this  the  militia  were  supplied 
with  the  requisite  ammunition,  and  Jonathan 
Morgan  was  left  here  to  guard  the  military  I 
stores.  There  was  no  sleep  that  night  among  | 
the  inhabitants  ;  fear,  consternation,  great  ex- 
citement and  martial  law  prevailed  through- 
out the  night — but  the  morning  came  with- 1 


out  any  earthquake,  or  any  injury  done  to 
any  of  the  inhabitants  or  their  property,  ex- 
cept Jacob  Wood's  crockery  was  broken  up 
in  his  house,  where  he  left  it  on  the  floor.  A 
journeyman  hatter  in  the  employ  of  Dyer 
Leffingwell  said  he  thought  "  the  earthquake 
hadn't  ought  to  go  for  nothing,"  and  went 
into  the  house,  (it  wa3  where  Lucius  Cope- 
land,  Esq.,  now  lives,)  in  Capt.  Wood's  ab- 
sence to  attend  the  Passover,  and  broke  up 
and  destroyed  his  crockery.  That  was  the 
extent  of  the  mischief  so  far  as  the  destruction 
of  property  was  concerned,  and  no  individu- 
al received  any  bodily  harm.  The  militia 
were  dismissed  in  the  morning  and  went  to 
their  homes. 

I  shall  now  introduce  the  letter  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  It  is  from  Rev.  Laban  Clark, 
D.  D.,  a  man  over  90  years  old,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, who  resides  in  Middletown,  Ct.,  and 
is  still  in  a  good  degree  in  the  enjoyment  of 
his  faculties.  Mr.  Clark  was  with  the  Woods 
on  the  eventful  night. 

"  In  the  year  1S01,  I  travelled  in  the 
north  part  of  Vermont,  and  in  lower  Can- 
ada. I  met  at  that  time  a  man  who  told 
wonderful  stories  of  finding  St.  John's  rod, 
and  the  strange  things  it  accomplished.  ]N'ov. 
1,  1801,  I  went  to  Brandon  circuit,  which 
then  included  all  of  Rutland  County  I 
heard  on  arriving  there,  much  talk  of  the 
rod  men.  People  were  saying  that  c-rtaiu 
persons  were  directed  by  rods  to  certain  roots 
and  plants  that  they  u=ed  to  cu:e  diseases,  in 
many  cases  which  they  thought  almost  mi- 
raculous. In  December,  I  went  to  Poultney 
for  my  first  appointment  there  ;  and  was  in- 
formed that  two  young  women  had  been  fol- 
lowing the  rods  in  a  severe  cold  and  dark 
night  over  places  where  men  could  scarcely 
go  by  day-light.  I  went  thence  to  Middle- 
town,  where  I  preached  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
Done,  the  only  Methodist  family  in  the  place. 
After  the  close  of  the  services  the  people  be- 
gan to  inquire  of  Mr.  D.  about  the  •  girl's 
tramp  ;"  §nd  I  learned  that  his  daughter  was 
one  of  tho  young  women  above  mentioned. 
When  I  could  see  Mr.  D.  alone,  I  conversed 
with  him  upon  the  subject.  He  told  me  that 
many  people  in  America  were,  unknown  to 
themselves,  Jews,  and  these  divining-rods 
would  designate  who  they  were.  I  asked 
him  to  h-t  me  see  one  of  the  rods.  After 
some  hesitation,  he  did  so.  I  asked  him  to 
learn  by  it  whether  I  were  a  Jew.  The  rod 
immediately  pointed  towards  me.  I  said 
then,  "  r:  that  is  true,  please  u-\\  me  to  what 
tribe  I  belong  ?"  He  tried  several  different 
trihes.  hut  there  was  no  motion  of  the  rod. 

I  tin-  i  said,  "  I  think  1  belong  to  the  tribe 
of  Jose  At  once  the  rod  pointed  towards 

me;  t;  as  proving  to  my  satisfaction  that  it 
was  inoveu  by  the  imagination  of  the  person 
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who  held  it.  I  felt  anxious  foi  the  result  of 
all  this  but  said  little. 

"  At  my  next  appointment  in  Poultney, 
Bro.  Done  met  me  tnere.  He  looked  so  very 
dejected,  I  feared  he  had  come  for  me  to  at 
tend  some  funeral  service  for  a  friend.  I  alli- 
ed for  his  family,  and  for  the  cause  of  his  sor- 
row. "0,"  said  he,  "the  judgments  of 
God  are  abroad."  He  then  said  they  had  de- 
termined to  spend  the  next  day  as  a  day  of 
fasting  and  prayer,  and  he  desired  me  to  go 
and  be  with  them.  Accordingly,  accompa- 
nied by  Mr.  Yates  and  Esquire  Wells,  I  went. 
"When  we  arrived,  old  Priest  Wood  was  lec- 
turing, on  the  words,  "  Thy  judgments  are 
made  manif  -st,"  Rev,  15 ;  4.  When  he  closed 
I  announced  my  appointment  to  preach  at 
Mr.  Done'a  that  evening.  I  was  asked  to 
change  the  place  to  the  one  we  were  now  in, 
as  seats  were  there  all  ready.  I  consented. 
I  went  to  Mr  D.'s  to  tea  and  found  a  great 
deal  of  secret  manoeuvering  going  on.  To 
give  them  all  freedom  I  went  to  the  barn  for 
a  time.  On  my  return,  I  found  posted  on 
the  door,  "  Christ  our  Passover  was  sacrificed 
lor  us."  I  said  nothing,  but  went  to  my 
meeting.  After  preaching,  several  persons 
commenced  holding  up  rods,  and  running 
from  one  end  of  ttie  room  to  the  other  I 
prepared  to  leave,  when  Bro.  D.  came  to  me 
much  agitated,  and  expressed  sorrow  that  I 
could  not  stay  at  his  house  that  night 
"  Where  will  I  go?"  I  said.  He  replied.  "0, 
you  will  fare  as  well  as  the  rest  of  us."  So  I 
sat  down.  We  were  soon  ordered  to  go  to 
the  house  fixed  up  for  the  occasion — a  school 
room  where  they  had  made  a  large  fire. 
They  all  came  in  much  agitated,  many  weep- 
ing. I  found  they  were  expecting  there  was 
to  be  an  earthquake.  I  conversed  with  sev- 
eral respecting  those  that  had  the  rods.  They 
professed  to  have  been  converted  but  all 
the  evidence  I  could  gain  of  the  fact  was 
that  the  rods  would  work  in  their  hands. 
We  sat  there  till  morning  light.  As  morn- 
ing dawned  they  went  out  and  looking  up- 
ward, kept  working  the  rods.  At  last  the 
old  minister  said  :  "  0,  I  toll  them  I  thought 
it  would  not  be  until  to-morrow  night." 
Soon  after  liyht  I  went  to  Bro.  Done's  and 
asked  to  take  a  nap  On  passing  through 
the  parlor  I  found  all  the  crockerr  setting 
in  the  middle  of  the  Moor.  After  sleeping, 
I  was  tak.ng  my  breakfast,  when  two  men 
came  in  and  said  they  had  found  out  trie 
whole  mibtake.  They  had  thought  because 
the  rods  had  directed  them  to  have  ail  their 
goods  packed  up,  that  there  was  to  be  an 
earthquake.  But  this  was  the  14th  day  of 
the  first  month,  (it  was  the  J  4th  of  Tan.)  and 
on  the  14th  day  of  the  first  month  trie  child- 
dren  of  Israel  were  directed  to  keep  tne  Pass- 
over with  shoes  and  bats  on.  So  the,/  wore 
directed  now  to  keep  that  day  until  tiny  were 
prepared  to  go  into  the  New  Jerusalem.  I 
made  no  remark,  but  concluded  they  h>d  now 
something  to  work  on  to  deceive  the  _jeople. 

"  After  eight  weeks  I  had  another  appoint- 
ment to  prea.cn  in  the  same  place.    Waen  I 


inquired  of  Bro.  Done  respecting  the  rod.*. 
He  seemed  perfectly  honest  and  smce-e.  bnt 
all  in  earnest  and  perfectly  duped.  He  to.i 
me  the  rods  were  able  invisioly  to  rem  >ve 
gold  and  silver.  He  said  they  had  found 
that  there  was  a  vast  quantity  of  it  in  the 
earth,  and  the  rods  could  collect  it  to  one 
place.  They  were  now  doing  the  w^r*-:  an  i 
expected  to  get  enough  to  pave  the  street*  of 
the  New  Jerusalem.  I  asked  if  the  Z'Al 
came  in  its  native  state^or  in  currency.  He 
said  in  both.  I  then  asked  him  if  they  had 
any  person  who  understood  refining  gold? 
He  said  they  had  one  who  understood  it  per- 
fectly wed.  "  Where  is  he,  '  I  said.  "  He 
keeps  himself  secreted  in  the  woods,"  h~  re- 
plied. I  asked  his  name,  and  he  told  me  :t 
was  Wingate  I  remembered  at  once:  it  -was 
the  name  of  a  man  who  was  detected  aooa. 
two  years  before  in  Bradford,  Vt.,  in  m:.'.:ng 
counterfeit  dollars.  My  father  having  .rri 
selectman  of  the  town  at  the  time,  I  had 
known  the  case  well  After  some  refiec::  oi, 
I  said  to  Br'>.  Done  "  I  lear  there  is  cou:;:e.-- 
feitiug  going  on,  and  if  you  are  not  care:....  I 
fear  you  will  be  drawn  into  it  and  your  rep- 
utation and  your  family  ruined."  He  was 
alarmed.  I  said  "  I  think  I  can  tell  you 
how  to  escape.  If  my  fears  are  correct,  thev 
will  call  on  you  for  sums  of  money,  ani  will 
want  it  in  specie."  He  replied  they  had  al- 
ready done  so.  I  advised  him  then  to  put 
away  his  rod  and  quit  them,  or  he  was  a 
ruined  man.  Four  weeks  after  that,  when  I 
returned,  he  told  me  he  had  not  seen  his  rod 
since  I  left.  I  asked  him  to  burn  it.  He 
replied  his  wife  knew  where  it  was,  and  left 
the  room.    She  brought  it  and  I  burned  it. 

"  I  ascertained  afterwards  that  the  eldest 
son  of  Priest  Wood,  called  Ca.pt.  Wood,  was 
the  principal  religious  mover  in  shht  while 
Wingate  kept  concealed.  Wood  was  Win- 
gate's  outside  agent,  and  got  up  the  religious 
excitement  to  aid  the  scheme." 

The  foregoing  was  penned  by  a  friend  for 
Mr.  Clark,  as  will  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing, which  accompanied  the  same  in  Mr. 
Clark's  own  hand: 

"  Middletown,  Coxn.,  Jan'y  30,  1S57. 

"Dear  Sir: — My  hand  is  so  paralyzed 
that  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  write.  I  do  not 
find  the  manuscript  of  the  notice  published, 
but  have  related  some  of  the  facts  by  the 
hand  of  a  friend.  I  never  resi  iei  in  the 
town  of  Middletovvn  in  Vermont,  but  travel- 
ing on  a  circuit  preached  there  once  a  month 
for  about  six  months.  I  had  no  acquain- 
tance with  the  Woods  other  than  holding  :ae 
Passover  with  them  the  14th  of  January, 
1801.  By  what  I  learned  of  them,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  their  movement  ^ave  oru^n  to 
the  Mormons,  the  viiest  scheme  of  yiliiany 
and  corruption  that  has  ever  curbed  t~e 
country. 

Yours,  respectfully, 
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Mr.  Clark  says,  "I  ascertained  afterwards 
that  the  eldest  son  of  Priest  Wood,  called 
Capt.  Wood,  was  the  principal  religious  mov- 
er in  sight,  while  Wingate  kept  concealed. 
Wood  was  Wingate's  outside  agent,  and  got 
up  the  religious  excitement  to  aid  the 
scheme."  This  Wingate  and  Winchell  the 
name  given  me  by  Perry  and  others,  are  be- 
yond question,  one  and  the  same  person. 
What  we  get  from  Mr  Clark's  letter,  so  far 
as  it  goes,  of  Wingate,  is  the  same  I  obtained 
from  Perry  of  Winchell  in  1862 — that  is, 
that  he  was  detected  in  counterfeiting,  in 
Bradford,  .Vt.,  came  here  and  was  with  the 
Woods  in  their  movement,  and  kept  himself 
concealed  in  the  time.  Perry  told  me  that 
he  changed  his  name  after  he  came,  to  avoid 
discovery  by  the  officers  of  justice.  Wheth- 
er he  did  or  not,  I  cannot  be  positive,  but  it 
is  established  beyond  controversy,  that  a 
man  came,  first  to  Wells,  then  to  Middle- 
town,  introduced  the  hazel  rod,  and  after- 
wards acted  a  part  with  the  Woods  which 
we  have  indicated  ;  and  that  Winchell,  as 
given  me  by  Perry,  and  Wingate,  the  name 
in  Mr.  Clark's  letter,  both  mean  that  man. 

Was  this  wild  aud  mysterious  affair  a 
movement  to  cover  up  a  counterfeiting 
scheme?  Such  has  been  the  opinion  of  near- 
ly all  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  that 
subject.  The  old  folks  who  were  here  at 
that  time,  were  very  decidedly  of  that  opin- 
ion. I  never  got  the  name  of  Winchell  (so 
I  shall  continue  to  call  him,)  from  any  one 
until  I  got  it  from  Perry,  but  many  of 
them  have  said  to  me  that  the  Woods  had  a 
man  with  them  who  understood  counterfeit- 
ing, and  they  had  no  doubt  about  his  being 
engaged  with  them  in  that  business.  I  never 
have  got  hold  of  any  evidence  of  counter- 
feiting in  that  aifair,  other  than  the  facts  I 
am  giving  you  except  this  ;  a  large  oven  was 
afterwards  discovered  in  an  out  of  the  way 
place,  on  the  premises  of  one  of  the  Woods, 
which  bore  marks  of  use  for  other  purposes 
than  baking  bread.  But  it  is  quite  probabh-, 
in  my  opinion,  that  counterfeiting  was  going 
on — that  was  Wincheli's  trade  ;  he  was  an 
old  hand  at  the  business — it  was  money  that 
he  was  after,  that  was  hi?  end  and  aim  in 
this  affair,  Was  that  the  purpose  of  the 
Woods  ?  Upon  this  question  I  rind  myself 
to  differ  from  almost  all  others  including 
those  who  were  here  at  the  time.  That  the 
Woods  were  in  intimate  and  close  connection 


with  Winchell  in  his  concealment,  there  is  no 
doubt,  and  if  he  was  counterfeiting  they 
must  have  known  it;  but  it  has  j.. -tits 
seemed  to  me  as  though  they  were  actuated 
and  borne  on  in  that  strange  movene::  by 
their  religious  zeal.  Nathaniel  Wood  aai 
been  excluded  from  the  Con grezati :  nal 
Church  some  12  years  before,  and  bad  Z  ;.- 
ton  up  a  new  system  of  religious  doctrine, 
and  seemed  determined  that  itshouli  prevail 
at  all  events.  The  u^e  of  the  rod  was  aot 
the  beginning  of  it,  but  by  the  use  of  t:.e  rod 
many  converts  were  added,  and  the  z-s':  of 
all  greatly  increased  aud  continued  to  in- 
crease until  it  amounted  to  distraction.  7ue 
conduct  of  those  men  do  s  not  seem  to  ta-e 
like  deliberate  plotting  and  planning,  bns 
more  as  though  they  were  carried  along  by 
an  irresistible  current  of  fanatic. sea  ;  but 
this  is  an  opinion,  not  history. 

That  Winchell  availed  himself  of  this 
"outside"  movement  to  cover  upani  a:i 
his  nefarious  schemes,  is  very  likely.  He 
was  cool  and  deliberate — he  "  could  raise  the 
wind  and  not  be  carried  along  with  anl 
turn  the  effects  of  it  to  his  own  advantage. 

In  the  Wood  families,  and  especially  in 
Nathaniel  Wood's  family,  were  some  o:  the 
best  minds  the  town  ever  had.  Jacob  Wood, 
the  oldest  son  of  Nathaniel,  was  elected  on* 
of  the  selectmen  of  the  town  at  the  first  meet- 
ing after  the  town  was  organized,  and  al- 
most constantly  held,  some  town  omee  after 
that.  He  was  more  like  his  father  than  un 
other  sons — more  inclined  to  be  a  reag.oos 
agitator.  Ephraim,  the  second  sen.  -vas 
elected  constable  at  the  first  annual  meeting, 
and  had  several  successive  election;  Co  chat 
office.  He  i  and  his  brother,  Nathaniel  jr.,  a: 
first  tacitly  assented  to  their  father's  relig- 
ious notions,  but  after  the  rod  delusion  com- 
menced theiy  were  more  drawn  int-o  it.  though 
they  never  itook  a  leading  part  as  their  brother 
Jacob  did..'  Nathaniel  Wood,  jr.,  was  un- 
doubtedly ithe  superior  of  ail  the  Wools  in 
point  of  abjility  and  culture.  He  rrpr-rsentei 
Middletown  in  the  legislature  5  or  6  y-irs 
in  succession  ;  was  for  a  long  time  the  active 
justice  of  the  peace  here;  was  towa  slerk 
several  y tears,  and  held  other  oth:es.  He 
was  the  father  of  Reuben  Wood,  '>vuo  st  idled 
law  with  Gen.  Jonas  Clark,  went  to. Cleve- 
land, Ohiio,  about  the  year  IS  17.  sot  into  an 
extensiv;  practice  there — was  made  a  jg  Ige 
of  the  supreme  court  of  that  State,  which 
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position  he  held  for  17  years,  and  a  portion 
of  that  time  was  chief  justice.  He  had  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  jurists 
in  the  United  States.  He  was  afterwards 
made  governor  of  Ohio,  which  office  lie  held, 
I  think,  4  years. 

Perhaps  I  ought  to  say  this  of  the  Woods, 
excepting  Priest  Wood,  that  up  to  the  time 
this  rod  imposition  commenced,  no  act  of 
their  lives  has  ever  been  mentioned  in  my 
hearing  inconsistent  with  honesty,  industry 
and  good  citizenship — but  so  much  the  more 
mysterious  and  unaccountable,  their  disgrace- 
ful conduct  in  the  "  rod  scrape."  The  Wood 
families  removed  from  Middletown  as  soon 
aa  they  could  conveniently  after  the  failure 
of  their  earthquake  enterprise  ;  they  went  to 
Ellisburg,  N.  Y.,  and  it  has  been  said,  that 
ever  after,  they  and  their  descendants  have 
demeaned  themselves  as  good  citizens. 

In  connection  with  this  Wood  affair,  I  have 
one  thing  more  to  consider,  which  is  perhaps 
more  important  as  a  matter  of  history  than 
anything  else  connected  with  it. 

Mr.  Clark  in  his  letter  says  :  "  By  what  I 
have  heard  of  them  (the  Woods,)  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  movement  gave  origin  to  the 
Mormons."  This  opinion  of  Mr.  Clark,  I  have 
no  doubt  will  be  received  as  a  surprise,  both 
in  and  out  of  Middletown.  But  Mr.  Clark,  is 
not  the  only  man  who  has  given  the  same 
opinion.  I  first  got  it  from  Jabez  D.  Perry, 
in  1862  It  was  a  surprise  to  me  then,  and 
I  examined  and  cross-examined  him  for  hours 
together,  to  get  all  the  facts  I  could  bearing 
upon  that  point — since  which  time  I  have 
found  others,  intelligent  men,  of  the  same 
opinion.  After  receiving  the  foregoing  letter 
from  Mr.  Clark,  I  wrote  him  again  asking 
him  for  the  facts  to  sustain  his  opinion.  In 
reply,  he  refers  me  to  a  work  written  by  Dr. 
Kidder  of  Chicago,  111.,  which  I  hajve  obtain- 
ed, but  says  that  about  L840  he  heard  two 
Mormon  preachers  in  Connecticut,  who  held 
to  the  "  same  or  much  the  same  doctrines 
which  the  Woods  did  in  Middletown."  In 
this  he  is  undoubtedly  correct.  I  have  no 
desire  to  give  Middletown  the  honcj>r  of  being 
the  birth-place  of  Mormonism,  but  I  do  desire 
to  bring  out  facts,  and  if  from  tluese  facts 
Mormonism  may  be  traced  back  to  this  place, 
as  a  matter  of  history,  and  of  carifflaity,  the 
people  here,  and  throughout  the  icountry, 
should  know  it. 

That  the  system  of  religion  promulgated 


by  Nathaniel  Wood,  and  adopted  by  hia  fol- 
lowers in  1800,  was  the  same,  or  "much  the 
same,"  as  the  Mormons  adopted  on  the  start, 
is  beyond  question.  It  was  claimed  by  the 
Mormons,  so  saya  a  writer  of  their  history, 
"  that  pristine  Christianity  was  to  be  restored, 
with  the  gift  of  prophecy,  the  gift  of  tongues — 
with  power  to  heal  all  manner  of  diseases— 
that  t-he  fulness  of  the  gospel  was  to  be 
brought  forth  by  the  power  of  God,  and  the 
seed  of  Isarel  were  to  be  brought  into  the 
fold,  and  that  the  gospel  would  be  carried  to 
the  Gentiles,  many  of  whom  were  to  receive 
it."  These  were  the  doctrines  of  the  Woods. 
The  Woods  were  very  fruitful  in  prophecies, 
especially  after  the  hazel  rod  came  to  their 
use  ;  so  were  the  Mormons  in  the  beginning 
of  their  creed,  and  both  the  Woods  and  the 
Mormons  claimed  to  have  revelations,  and 
sought  for  them  and  received  them,  a3  they 
pretended,  not  only  in  matters  of  religion,  but 
in  matters  of  business.  They  pretended  to  be 
governed  by  the  Divine  will  as  revealed  to 
them  on  the  occasion. 

The  question  now  arises,  how  came  the 
Mormons  by  these  religious  doctrines  of  the 
Woods?  Was  it  a  mere  accident,  that  the 
Mormons  afterwards  got  up  a  system  like  that 
concocted  by  Nathaniel  Wood,  years  before  ? 
The  Wood  affair  collapsed  in  1801  or  18C2, 
two  or  three  years  before  Joe  Smith  was  born, 
and  they  (the  Woods,)  and  their  followers 
were  at  once  scattered  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  Mormonism  did  not  appear  to 
the  world,  until  about  1830.  It  might  have 
been  purely  accidental,  but  it  seems  to  rne 
hardly  probable. 

I  will  give  all  the  evidence  I  have  been 
able  to  procure  on  that  subject. 

In  the  first  place,  their  religious  theories 
being  the  same,  would  have  great  weight,  and 
would  be  almost  conclusive  in  the  matter,  un- 
less overcome  by  facts  and  circumstances, 
showing  the  contrary.  This  same  Winchell 
or  Wingate,  the  counterfeiter,  who  introduced 
trie  rod  here,  and  was  with  the  Woods  in  their 
operations,  afterwards  went  to  Palmyra,  New 
York,  the  home  of  Joe  Smith,  when  he  (Smith) 
set  on  foot  the  Mormon  scheme.  What  time 
Winchell  went  to  Palmyra,  I  am  unable  to 
say,  but  he  was  there  early  enough  to  get 
Joe  Smith's  father  to  digging  for  money,  some 
years  before  Joe  was  old  enouqi  to  engage 
in  the  business — but  Joe  was  at  it  as  soon  as 
he  was  old  enough,  and  if  his  biographers  can 
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be  relied  on,  ho  followed  it  until  about  the 
time  he  pretended  to  have  found  the  golden 
bible.  I  have  been  told  that  Joe  Smith's 
father  resided  in  Poultney  at  the  time  of  the 
Wood  movement  hero,  and  that  he  was  in  it, 
and  oae  of  the  leading  rods-men.  Of  this  I 
cannot  speak  positively,  for  tho  want  of  sat- 
isfactory evidence,  but  that  he  was  a  rods- 
man  under  the  tuition  of  this  counterfeiter 
after  he  went  to  Palmyra  has  been  proven, 
to  my  satisfaction,  at  least.  I  have  before 
said  that  Oliver  Cowdry 's  father  'was  in  the 
"  Wood  scrape."  He  then  lived  in  Wells, 
afterwards  in  Middletown,  after  that  went  to 
Palmyra,  and  there  we  find  these  men  with 
the  counterfeiter,  Winchell,  searching  for 
money  over  the  hills  and  mountains  with  the 
hazel-rod,  and  their  sons  Joe  and  Oliver,  as 
eoon  as  they  were  old  enough,  were  in  the 
same  business,  and  continued  in  it  until  they 
brought  out  the  "vilest  scheme  that  ever 
cursed  the  country." 

It  appears  from  some  of  the  Mormon  histo- 
ries, that  the  Mormon  organization  first  con- 
sisted of  the  Smith  family,  Oliver  Cowdry  and 
Martin  Harris,  the  name  of  the  counterfeiter, 
whether  it  was  Winchell  or  Wingate,  does  not 
appear  in  any  account  that  I  have  seen,  un- 
less he  had  by  this  time  assumed  another 
name,  but  he  had  been  at  Palmyra  for  some 
years  and  went  with  them  from  Palmyra  to 
Ohio.  He  was  not  a  man  who  could  endure 
the  gaze  of  the  public,  but  his  work  was 
done  in  secret ;  that  he  was  at  Palmyra,  acted 
the  part  I  have  indictated,  and  went  off  with 
the  Mormons  when  they  left  Palmyra,  has 
been  fully  proven  by  men  who  were  here  du- 
ring the  Wood  affair,  and  afterwards  removed 
to  Palmyra,  and  knew  him  in  both  places. 

What  I  have  now  said  of  the  Smiths,  Cow- 
dry  and  Winchell,  has  been  obtained  from 
living  witnesses,  to  which  I  will  add  a  few 
quotations  from  authors. 

Gov.  Ford  of  Illinois,  in  his  history  of  the 
Mormons,  says  of  Joe  Smith. 

"  That  his  extreme  youth  was  spent  in  idle, 
vagabond  life,  roaming  in  the  woods,  dream- 
ing of  buried  treasure*,  and  exerting  the  art 
of  rinding  them  by  twisting  a  forked  stick  in 
hi3  hands,  or  by  looking  through  enchanted 
Etones.  He  and  his  fattier  brt'vre  him,  were 
what  are  called  "  water-witches,"  always 
ready  to  point  out  the  ground  where  wells 
might  be  uug  and  water  found." 

In  a  work  written  by  Rev.  Dr.  Kidder  of 
Illinois,  some  20  years  ago,  which  is  the  best 
expo.se  of  Mormonisai  and  the  Mormons  I 


have  ever  seen,  he  has  a  statement  purport- 
ing to  have  been  signed  by  62  credible  per- 
sons, residents  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y.  In  that 
statment,  those  men  say  of  the  Smiths,  that 
w  they  were  particularly  famous  for  visionary 
projects,  spent  n>uch  of  their  time  in  digging 
for  money,  which  they.pretended  was  hidden 
in  the  earth  ;  a-nd  to  this  day  large  excava- 
tions may  be  seen  in  the  earth  not  far  from 
their  then  residence,  where  they  used  to  spend 
their  time  in  digging  for  hidden  treasures." 
In  Dr.  Kidder's  work,  the  first  Mormon3  are 
frequently  characterized  as  "  money  diggers," 
as  though  that  had  been  their  principal  avo- 
cation, as  it  doubtless  was. 

I  have  perhaps  already  occupied  more  time 
upon  this  matter  than  I  should,  but  I  have 
thought  it  proper  and  important  too,  to  give 
what  evidence  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  to 
show  that  the  Wood  movement  here  "  gave 
origin  to  the  Mormons."  I  am  fully  convinced 
that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clark  has  good  ground  for 
that  opinion.  It  is  not  claimed  that  any  of 
the  Woods  who  were  here  in  1800,  or  their 
descendants  ever  had  anything  to  do  with 
Mormonism  after  it  was  known  to  the  wrorld 
as  such,  but  their  religion  and  their  ways  of 
deceiving  the  people  by  pretended  revelations 
and  otherwise,  were  brought  along  down  by 
the  Smiths,  the  Cowdrye,  and  the  counterfeit- 
er. They  used  the  rod,  that  is,  the  elder  Smith 
and  Cowdry,  and  pretended  by  '.hat  to  obtain 
revelations,  from  the  time  the  Wood  affair  ex- 
ploded here,  and  their  aons  Joe  jr.  and  Oliver, 
the  most  successful  imposters  of  modern  times, 
commenced  their  education  with  the  use  of  the 
hazel-rod  or  forked  stick,  in  searching  for  hid- 
den treasures — though  afterwards  they  used 
what  they  called  enchanted  stones.  I  ask  no 
one  to  accept  my  opinion  or  that  of  any  other 
person  in  this  matter  as  the  truth,  but  must 
say  that  it  is  my  honest  belief  that  this 
Wood  movement  here  in  Middletown  was  one 
source,  if  not  the  main  source,  from  whieh 
came  this  monster — Mormonism. 

In  1801,  there  was  again  put  on  the  records 
of  tlte  town  "  a  roll  of  the  freemen  of  Middle- 
town"  viz. 

Ephraitn  Wood,  John  Sunderlin,  Daniel 
Haskins,  Sam'l  Sunderlin,  Jacob  Wood,  Jon- 
athan Brewster,  Benj.  Haskms,  Jonathan 
Ilaynes.  Increase  Rudd,  Edmund  Bigelow, 
Esq.,  Thomas  Morgan,  Jonathan  Frisbie, 
Benj.  Coy,  Timothy  Smith.  Francis  Perkiaa, 
Samuel  Stoddard,  Benj,  Butler,  Nathan  Bee- 
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ord,  Jonathan  Mehurin,  Richard  Haskins, 
Joseph  Rockwell,  Jesse  Hubbard,  Gideon  Mi- 
ner, William  Frisbie,  Azor  Perry,  Thomas 
French,  Gamaliel  Waldo,  James  Mc  Clure, 
Phineas  Clough,  Nathan  Walt  n,  Silas  Mal- 
lary,  Nathan  Colgrove,  James  Smith,  Ashur 
Blunt,  Luther  Filmore,  Nathan  Ford.  Eph. 
Carr,  Rufus  Clark.  Barak  Radd,  Nathaniel 
Wood.  Nathaniel  Wood,  jr.,  Nehemiah  Ila- 
zen,  Enos  Clark,  Theophiius  Clark,  Solomon 
Rockwell,  Orson  Brewster,  Lewis  Miner,  Ed- 
ward Corbin,  Thomas  Davison,  Bela  Caswell, 
Stephen  Richardson,  Joel  Frisbie,  Reubin 
Loomis,  Joseph  Chub,  Joseph  Batemau,  John 
Burnam,  Esq.,  William  Downey,  Jona.  Davi- 
son, Sam'l  Tracy,  Jonas  Clark,  Nathan  Col- 
grove, jr.,  Moses  Leach,  Dyar  Matson,  Gid- 
eon Miner,  jr.,  Jos.Spauldmg,  jr.,  Caleb  White, 
Russel  Barber,  Arnasa  Mehurin,  Abel  Hub- 
bard, Ezra  Clark,  Augustus  Frisbie,  Johnson 
Rudd,  Eb.  Wood,  Eb.Bateman,  Fitch  Loom- 
is,  John  Burnam,  3d,  Mosley  Wood,  Alexan- 
der Murray,  Gideon  Buel,  Jonathan  Griswold, 
David  Griswold,  Levi  Skinner,  Wait  Rathbon, 
Joel  Miner,  Jacob  Burnam,  Roswell  Clark, 
David  Tracy,  Ansel  Shepardson,  Jac.  Harring- 
ton, Calvin  Colgrove,  Ambrose  Record,  Sam'l 
Northrop,  Obadiah  Williams. 

The  foregoing  list  does  not  contain  the 
names  of  all  the  males  over  twenty-one-years 
of  age  in  the  town  in  1801.  Joseph  Spaulding, 
Asa  Gardner,  Jonas  Clark,  jr.,  Zenas  Frisbie, 
Philemon  Frisbie,  Elieah  Clark,  George  and 
Eli  Oatman,  and  a  few  others,  were  then  in- 
habitants of  the  town,  and  over  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  There  may  have  been  other 
names  omitted,  or  it  may  have  been  a  list  of 
those  who  voted  at  the  election  that  year  ; 
but  it  doubtless  contains  the  names  of  nearly 
all  the  freemen  then  here. 

Some  of  the  persons,  whose  names  are  on 
that  roll,  were  children  of  the  first  settlers, 
and  came  here  with  their  fathers,  and  many 
others  came  here  soon  after  the  town  was  or- 
ganized, and  after  the  first  roll,  before  given, 
was  made  and  recorded.  Among  the  latter 
was  Joel  Frisbie,  a  brother  of  William  and 
Jonathan  Frisbie,  who  came  here  in  1786. 
He  bought  out  Francis  Perkins,  the  place 
where  John  Lewis  now  lives,  and  lived  there 
until  he  died,  about  1811.  Joel  Frisbie,  a?  I 
have  been  informed  by  those  who  knew  him, 
w^.s  a  man  of  good  character,  good  common 
sense,  and  a  valuable  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational church.    He  had  a  family  of  6  chil- 


dren. Two  sons  and  a  daughter  died  young. 
His  third  son,  Palmer,  removed  to  Lysander, 
Onondaga  Co.  New  York,  about  L?-'.>  where 
he  lived  until  he  died,  some 4 or  5 years  since, 
aged  78.  He  left  one  son  aud  two  daughters, 
and  a  very  good  estate.  One  daughter  mar- 
ried Deacon  Warren  White,  and  resides  in  Ly- 
sander. The  son  and  other  daug  iu-r  are  un- 
married, and  reside  on  the  hoiueoUa  i  of  their 
father. 

Barker,  the  youngest  son  of  JoelFkisbie 
studied  law  with  Gen.  Jonas  Clark  ;  was  ad-  . 
mitted  to  the  Rutland  County  bar  in  1814, 
and  was  in  the  practice  of  law  here  from  that 
time  until  he  died.  Barker  Frisbie  was  nut 
called  a  brilliant  man,  but  a  man  of  good 
judgment,  good  habits,  a  very  laborious  stu- 
dent and  good  lawyer.  He  was  elected  town 
clerk  in  March,  1815,  and  held  the  office  until 
his  death  in  February  1821. 

Rufus  Butts,  native  of  Wells.was,  for  many 
years,  one  of  the  useful  men  of  the  town.  At 
or  before  he  reached  his  majority  he  became 
an  inhabitant  of  Middletown,  aud  was  one  of 
the  first  mechanics  here  ;  although  confined 
to  no  particular  trade,  he  was  a  rare  mechan- 
ical genius,  made  ploughs,  ox-yokes,  rakes, 
baskets,  tubs,  or  anything  else  the  people 
needed.  He  removed  to  Cambridge,  Vt.,  about 
1841,  and  died  but  a  few  weeks  since,  over  80 
years  of  age — his  wife  also  recently  died.  His 
son,  Harvey,  survives  him  and  lives  on  the 
homestead  in  Cambridge. 

Bela  Caswell  removed  from  Mansfield, 
Mass.,  to  Middletown, in  17S6.  He  was  then 
nearly  50  years  old,  and  had  4  sons  and  6 
daughters,  all  born  in  Massachusetts.  Three 
of  them  preceded  him  in  corning  here,  the  re- 
maining seven  came  with  him.  He  too  brought 
his  family  and  effects  with  an  ox-team.  He 
settled  near  where  his  grandson,  Deacon  J.  Q. 
Caswell,  now  lives,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death  Nov.  22, 1S2G,  aged  89.  His  family  were 
perhaps  the  most  remarkable  for  longevity  of 
any  family  that  ever  lived  in  town.  His  fath- 
er and  mother,  who  came  with  him  from 
Massachusetts,  lived  to  be  very  old  aud  died 
in  Middletown,  and  were  among  the  first  laid 
in  our  burial-ground.  Bela  Caswell's  wife 
|  and  10  children  survived  .him  :  his  widow  was 
nearly  DC  years  old  when  she  died.  Oik-  of 
his  daughters,  Mi  s.  Record,  died  nut  long  since, 
at  the  age  of  99  years  ;  another,  Mrs.  Barber, 
the  widow  of  the  late  Russel  Barber,  died  in 
Middlebury,  N.Y.,  last  summer  (18Gd,)  aged  03 
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years  and  some  months.  Two  other  daughters 
lived  to  be  very  old,  and  two  are  still  living  : 
Mrs.  Norton,  whose  age  is  now  39,  and  Mrs. 
Terrill,  who  is  81  years  old.  Two  of  the  sons, 
Josiah  and  Ziba,  lived  to  be  70  years  old. 
Jesse  was  69  when  he  died,  and  John  died  at 
46.  Of  this  numerous  family,  and  of  their  nu- 
merous descendants,  none  are  now  living  here 
except  three  children  of  John  Caswell  and  their 
families,  viz.  Miss  Violetta  Caswell,  Mrs.  Cal- 
vin Leonard  and  Deacon  John  Q.  Caswell. 

Jesse  Caswell  and  his  family  exerted  a 
marked  influence  in  the  Congregational  church 
for  many  }Tears.  He  had  3  sons  and  2  daugh- 
ters. Menira,  his  oldest  son,  was  for  some 
years  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  church,  and  a 
long  time  clerk.  Like  all  of  this  family,  he 
was  constant  in  the  discharge  of  his  religious 
duties.  Whatever  might  be  the  state  of  re- 
ligious feeling  in  the  church,  he  was  sure  to 
attend  its  meetings  and  to  be  ready  to  perform 
his  part.  i)eacon  Menira  Caswell  now  resides 
in  Castleton.  Jesse,  the  second  son,  graduated 
at  Middlebury  College.  He  was  a  man  of  fair 
abilities,  and  a  thorough  student.  For  some 
years  before  he  was  ordained,  he  seemed  to 
be  under  the  conviction  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  labor  as  a  missionary  among  the  heathens, 
and  never,  it  seemed  to  me,  did  any  man 
more  unreservedly  resign  himself  to  convic- 
tions of  duty,  and  throw  his  whole  soul  into 
the  work.  He  was  obliged  to  undergo  trials 
and  privations  in  his  field  in  Siarn ;  where 
after  10  years  of  laborious  service  he  died,  in 
1848,  at  the  age  of  40  years,  but  his  efforts, 
under  Providence,  were  in  a  good  degree  suc- 
cessful. Rev.  Jesse  Caswell  was  the  first  and 
only  missionary  to  foreign  lands  ever  sent 
out  from  this  Congregational  church.  While 
a  missionary  at  Siam,  he  instructed  the  King 
of  that  nation  in  the  English  language.  The 
King  became  much  attached  to  him,  and 
against  the  rules  of  the  Siamese,  attended  the 
funeral  of  Mr.  Caswell,  and  wept  like  a  child. 
He  has  kept  up  a  correspondence  with  the 
widow  since  her  return  to  this  country,  and 
has  sent  her  valuable  presents. 

Enoch  Caswell,  the  third  and  youngest  son 
of  Jesse  Caswell,  sr.,  also  graduated  at  Mid- 
dlebury and  entered  the  ministry.  He  died 
at  Bennington,  N.  H.,  in  1863,  and  was 
about  45  years  old.  The  years  of  his  minis- 
try were  mostly  spent  in  New  Hampshire, 
though  he  preached  in  Middletown  about  6 


months  in  the  time.  His  death  was  edifying 
as  his  life. 

The  two  daughters  are  dead,  they  both 
married  John  Gray,  the  youngest  some  years 
after  the  death  of  the  oldest:  each  left  children. 

Russel  Barber,  who  married  one  of  Bela 
Caswell's  daughters,  was  among  those  who 
came  here  soon  after  the  town  was  organized. 
He  was  among  the  active  and  useful  men 
here,  but  had  poor  health  the  latter  part  of 
his  life  which  kept  him  at  home.  He  died  in 
1830,  aged  62.  He  left  a  large  family  ;  two 
sons  and  several  daughters  are  now  living. 
Jervis,  the  oldest  son  living,  was  for  awhile 
one  of  the  deacons  of  the  Congregaiional 
Church,  but  ha3  for  the  last  25  year3  resided 
in  Granville,  N.  Y.  Russel  the  youngest  son, 
resides  in  Middlebury,  N.  Y.  The  oldest 
daughter  living,  married  Rev  Beriah  N. 
Leach,  D.  D.,  and  lives  in  Middletown  Ct.; 
another  daughter  married  Phineas  C.  Orcutt, 
and  now  resides  in  Jersey  City. 

Moses  Leach,  was  early  here.  He  settled 
on  the  farm  owned  and,  until  recently,  occu- 
pied by  John  P.  Taylor.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church,  and  noted  for  his  hon- 
esty and  sincerity.  His  wife  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  that  church,  and  in  her  time  was  per- 
haps the  most  active  and  influential  of  the 
female  members.  They  have  been  dead  many 
years.  They  left  several  children.  Rev. 
Beriah  N.  Leach,  D.  D.,  is  the  oniy  son  now 
living  and  resides  in  Middletown,  Ct.  He  i3 
a  Baptist  clergyman,  and  has  been  in  the 
ministry  about  45  years,  4  or  5  of  which  were 
spent  in  his  native  town,  Middletown,  Yt. 

Reuben  Loomi.s  was  early  here.  He  came 
from  Connecticut  and  settled  upon  the  first 
farm  north  of  the  village,  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Royal  Coleman,  Esq.  Sylvanus 
Stone  was  the  first  man  who  settled  there,  hut 
he  did  not  remain  in  to;vn  many  years.  Reu- 
ben Loomis  died  Sept.  24,  1S0>,  aged  62.  He 
left  a  son,  Fitch  Loomis,  who  lived  on  his 
father's  homestead  until  he  died,  Jan.  21, 
1S47,  at  the  age  of  74.  The  daughter  married 
Joseph  Spaulding,  jr.,  and  was  the  mother  of 
a  large  family  of  children.  She  lias  been  dead 
several  years.  Fitch  Loomis  left  5  children: 
Reuben,  who  has  removed  West,  and  Filch, 
who  died  in  Middletown  in  lv,.;3  ;  Mrs.  Henry 
Gray,  Mrs.  Thaddeus  Terrill  and  Mrs.  John- 
son, were  the  daughters.  The  Loomis  family 
exerted  a  very  healthful  influence  in  Bociety 
here,  and  we  can  remember  them  all  as  peace- 
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ful,  quiet  and  useful  citizens.  They  were  all 
members  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
that  church  is  perhaps  as  much  indebted  to 
this  family  as  any  other  for  services,  during 
the  last  60  years. 

Ezekiel  Perry,  a  brother  to  Azor  Perry, 
removed  here  before  1790.  He  was  for  a  time 
in  Bennington  Co.,  before  coining  here.  He 
was  in  the  Bennington  battle  and  severely 
wounded  in  one  of  his  feet.  He  raised  a  family 
of  11  children,  most  of  them  still  living.  Mrs. 
David  Thomas  was  a  daughter  of  his,  and 
died  here  in  1864  ■  Mrs.  Roswell  Buel,  another 
daughter,  still  resides  here  ;  the  remainder  of 
the  family  mostly  live  in  Western  New  York. 

George  Oatman,  was  another"early  settler 
of  the  town.  He  moved  here  from  Arlington 
in  1785,  but  not  until  after  that  roll  was  en- 
tered upon  record.  He  was  one  of  the  first  4 
or  5  settlers  of  the  town  of  Arlington,  having 
settled  there  soon  after  1760.  Mr.  Oatman 
f-ettled  here  upon  what  has  since  been  known 
a3  the  "  Oatman  farm,"  which  was  then  as 
nature  had  left  it — a  rugged  forest.  He  was 
an  industrious  man,  of  great  physicalstrength, 
and  had  been  a  brave  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. He  had  sons,  Eli,  Eliakim  and  Lyman, 
and  lived  to  be  an  old  man — he  died  about 
1836.  Hi3  sons,  Eliakim  and  Lyman,  moved 
West  many  years  ago,  and  are  both  dead, 
leaving  families.  Eli  was  about  8  years  old 
when  his  father  removed  from  At  l;nj;ton,  and 
from  that  time  until  his  death  resided  in  Mid- 
dletown.  He  was  not  an  aspiring  man,  but 
a  sensible,  well  to  do  farmer,  had  a  pleasant 
word  and  smiling  countenance  for  all,  and 
always  had  the  entire  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  town  for  his  integrity  and  good 
judgment.  For  many  years,  he  almost  con- 
stantly held  the  office  of  selectman,  or  over- 
seer, or  some  other  position  of  trust,  and  was 
one  of  the  founders  and  ablest  supporters  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  until  his 
death.  About  1800,  he  married  Mary  Sy- 
monds,  a  daughter  of  Joel  and  Patience  Sy- 
monds,  of  Pawlet,  they  had  11  children.  Eli 
Oatman  died  May  30.  1851,  aged  71.  His 
wife  died  Feb  16,  1861,  aged  80.  She  was 
a  woman  remarkable  for  her  intelligence  and 
purity  of  character,  and  to  her  a  large  and 
interesting  family  are  much  indebted  for 
tho^e  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  for  which 
they  have  been  distinguished. 

The  children  of  Eli  and  Mary  Oatman, 
were: — Ira,  Oilin,  Joel,  Calista,  Emily,  Lu- 


cien,  Cyril,  Ellen,  Mary,  Jane  and  Dernis. 

Ira  was  a  farmer,  honest,  unaspiring  like 
his  father.  He  removed  to  Pontiae,  Mich., 
many  years  ago  and  died  there  about  6  years 
since,  leaving  5  children  :  Gardner,  Emily, 
Abagail,  Lucy  and  George — all  living  but 
Abagail,  and  residiug  in  Iowa  and  vicinity. 

Orlin,  the  second  son,  was  well  educated,  a 
fine  scholar,  and  unusually  prepose-sing  in 
bis  personal  appearance.  He  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  a  clergyman  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  an  1 
became  a  professor  in  a  literary  institution  at 
the  West — aad  was  for  many  years  a  popular 
lecturer.  In  1859,  while  passing  through 
Milwaukie,  Wis.,  he  wa-j  attacked  with  chol- 
era and  died  there.  His  widow  now  resides 
in  Evauston,  111.  He  had  4  children,  2 
daughters  are  now  living  ;  Emma,  the  oldest, 
married  Fred.  Vandercook,  and  resides  in 
Bennington;  Frances,  the  youngest,  married 
David  Vail,  of  Wisconsin. 

Joel,  the  third  son,  a  physician,  became 
eminent  in  his  profession,  as  a  man  of  uncom- 
mon energy,  business  tact  and  talent.  Ha 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in  his  na- 
tive town,  with  Doctor  Eliakim  Paul ;  attend- 
ed two  courses  of  lectures  at  Castleton,  and 
one  or  more  at  New  York,  where  he  gralu- 
ated  in  1832.  Before  he  had  received  his  di- 
ploma, he  conceived  the  idea  of  going  into 
practice  in  the  great  Metropolis.  His  mother 
fearing  her  boy,  without  experience,  and  pen- 
niless was  in  no  condition  to  go  into  business 
in  the  great  city  of  New  York,  especially  as 
he  had  no  friends  or  acquaintances  in  that 
place  to  lend  aid  or  influence — besought  her 
husband  to  dissuade  him  from  the  attempt. 
The  father,  seemingly  unconcerned,  replied, 
"  You  needn't  worry  yourself  about  Joel,  he 
ha3  got  Symonds  enough  in  him  to  find  his 
way  out  somewhere."  The  year  1S32,  was 
the  year  in  which  the  cholera  raged  so  terri- 
bly in  New  York  and  other  places  in  the 
United  States.  No  sooner  had  our  friend 
Joel  pocketed  his  diploma,  than  he  started  for 
Bellevus  Hospital,  then  used  as  a  cholera 
hospital  in  the  city,  and  fearlessly  volunteered 
his  services,  to  the  hospital  filled  with  tho*e 
cnses  which  physcians  and  others  shunned  as 
they  would  death  itself.  The  first  day  Doe- 
tor  Oatman  was  in  the  hospital,  there  were 
27  deaths.  The  Alderman  of  the  Ward  was 
so  well  pleased  with  the  doctor's  resolution 
and  skill  on  the  first  day,  that,  on  the  -econd, 
he  appointed  him  ward  physician,  an  1  gave 
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him  the  right  of  selecting  his  associates.  This 
position  he  held  daring  the  prevalence  of  the 
cholera  in  the  city.  In  40  days  he  had  saved 
the  sura  of  $300,  and  more  than  that,  he  had 
gained  a  position  in  that  short  space  of  time 
from  which  he  could  advance,  and  did  rapid- 
ly advance  to  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
practice.  After  he  had  accumulated  a  good 
property  hy  his  profession,  he  gradually  re- 
linquished the  practice,  and  devoted  his  time 
to  the  care  and  management  of  his  funds.  He 
lias  been,  so  far  as  we  know,  more  successful 
in  the  accumulation  of  property  than  any 
other  native  of  the  town.  Fortunate  circum- 
stances have  undoubtedly  aided  him  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  and  probably  more  than 
some  others  of  our  townsmen,  who  from  poor 
boys  have  become  wealthy  men  ;  but  the  great 
secret  of  his  success  has  been  his  practical 
ability.  Although  not  a  man*  of  extensive 
reading,  yet  he  is  a  man  of  extensive  know- 
ledge, which  he  seems  to  have  by  intuition 
and  to  get  by  observation.  He  has  received 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws,  from  one  of  the 
best  Universities  in  New  York,  and  it  is  an 
honor  to  him  well  earned  and  well  deserved 

Doctor  Oatman  married  an  estimable  lady 
in  New  York,  in  1842,  who  has  been  some 
years  dead.  He  has  4  children  ;  Mary  E. 
Hydro,  Harriet  J.,  and  Albert.  The  docto 
and  his  family  still  reside  in  New  York,  but 
have  spent  a  portion  of  the  summers  in  this 
town  for  the  last  20  years,  and  until  recently 
upon  the  old  homestead,  which  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  family  until  within  about  a  year. 

Calista,  the  oldest  daughter  of  Eli  Oatman, 
married  Russel  Mallary,  and  moved  to  Geneva, 
Wis.,  where  she  still  resides.  Her  husband  is 
dead. 

Emily  married  Augustus  Knapp,  of  Birds- 
town,  111.;  she  and  her  husband  are  both  dead. 
Lucien  died  at  Middletown,  Mar.  3,  1801, 
aged  45. 

Cyril  went  to  Geneva,  Wis.,  when  quite 
young;  has  been  merchandizing  there  for  25 
years  or  more,  and  successful  in  his  business. 
He  has  for  many  years  been  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  though  not  a  lawyer  by  profession 
has  been  the  legal  adviser  for  his  community 
He  has  never  married,  but  lives  with  his  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Mallary. 

Ellen  married  Doctor  Nathan  Deane,  of 
Georgia,  Vt.  He  died  some  years  since  leav- 
ing one  son,  and  she  resides  with  her  brother 
in  New  York. 


Mary  married  Joseph  Bannister,  of  Midd.e- 
town  ,who  died  June  13,  1860,  aged  41.  Mary 
also  resided  with  her  brother  in  New  York. 

Jane  married  S.  Willet,  of  Pawlet.  They 
are  both  dead.  She  died  in  Middletown,  of 
consumption,  July  7,  1813,  at  the  age  of  20. 

Mr.  Willet  was  afterwards  struck  by 
lightning  and  killed,  in  a  boat,  at  the  West. 

Demis  married  Milo  Smith,  a  man  living  in 
the  West,  and  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  his  region.  He  left  his  home  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  o-f  1861,  at  the  unanimous 
call  of  his  townsmen,  to  lead  them  to  death 
or  victory.  He  was  in  Sherman's  campaign, 
and  went  and  returned  Colonel  Milo  Smith, 
having  repeatedly  declined  promotion. 

When  the  Oatman  family  oame  on  to  the 
stage,  with  them  we  find  Merritt  and  Horace 
Clark,  A.  L.  Miner,  Ovid  Miner,  and  other 
members  of  the  Miner  families,  Beriah  N. 
Leach,  the  Leffingweil  and  Brewster  families, 
the  Bigelow  family,  the  Caswell  and  Barber 
families,  and  many  others  then  young  and 
vigorous,  and,  without  flattery  or  vanity,  we 
may  6ay  such  an  array  of  youthful  talent, 
vivacity,  beauty  and  character  is  not  often 
seen.  But  where  are  they  now  ?  A  large 
proportion  of  them  have  given  a  good  ac- 
count of  themselves.  Many  are  now  living 
and  occupying  prominent  positions ;  but  many 
have  gone  to  their  long  homes. 

Dyee  Leffingwf.ll  from  Norwich,  Ct.,  was 
also  one  of  the  ea-rly  settlers.  He  was  the 
first  hatter  in  town,  and  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness successfully  until  his  death.  Ml-  shop 
stood  where  the  dwelling-house  of  Mr.  Homer 
Southwick  now  stands.  Mr.  Leffingweil  was 
a  valuable  man  in  his  time,  not  ambitious 
but  industrious,  honest  and  capable;  attended 
well  to  his  own  affairs,  and  interested  him- 
self in  the  welfare  of  the  town.  He  was  many 
years  constable  and  collector  of  taxes,  and 
twice  represented  t  :e  town  in  the  legislature, 
and  was  town  clerk  the  year  he  die  i,  1821. 
Middletown  lost  two  town  clerks  by  death 
that  year,  Barker  FrLsbie  and  Dyer  Lefiing- 
well. 

Mr.  Leffingweil  was  twice  married.  His 
second  wife  was  the  widow  of  Ohel  Brewster, 
and  a  daughter  of  John  Sunderlin.  She  sur- 
vived him  nearly  30  years.  Mr.  Leffingwell'a 
large  family  all  removed  from  this  town  many 


years  ago,  except  Harv 
still  resides  hero,  and  is 
men  of  the  town. 


:y  Leffingweil,  who 
now  one  of  the  old 
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t'erhaps  no  family  or  families  have  made 
more  of  the  history  of  Middletown  than  the 
Clark  families.  After  the  removal  of  the 
Wood  families  they  were  for  many  years  the 
most  numerous  of  any  others  of  the  same 
name  in  the  town.  Their  ancestors  were  from 
England.  There  were  three  brothers  of  the 
came  of  Clark  who  first  came  to  Massachusetts 
Colony  some  time  before  the  year  1700,  of 
which  Thomas  Clark  was  one.  Thomas  had 
two  sons,  Theophilus  and  Thomas,  who  re- 
moved to  the  Connecticut  Colony  and  settled  in 
"Old  Canterbury,"  From  Theopholus  Clark 
came  the  Clarks  who  have  lived  in  Middle- 
town  ;  from  Thomas  came  Isaac  Clark  (old 
rifle)  and  the  Clark  families  of  Pawlet. 

Theophilus  Clark  had  G  sons,  viz.  Nathan- 
iel, Benjamin,  Adam,  Theophilus,  Jonas  and 
Stephen.  Nathaniel  had  7  sons  and  3  daugh- 
ters. Soon  alter  the  town  was  organized, 
Asa,  Elisha,  Rufus,  Roswell  and  Ezra  Clark 
moved  from  Canterbury  here.  Asa  did  not 
become  a  permanent  resident  but  remained 
2  or  3  years  ;  taught  school  in  the  winter  and 
worked  out  in  the  summer.  Asa,  Elisha  and 
Rufus  were  here  a3  early  as  1785  or  1786 
Roswell  and  Ezra  came  about  2  year3  after. 
The  four  brothers  who  remained  were  among 
the  solid,  substantial  men  of  the  town  for 
many  years,  and  assisted  in  laying  the  foun- 
dation of  society  here  upon  correct,  moral  and 
religious  principles.  They  were  all  members 
of  the  Congregational  church  ;  Elisha  was 
some  20  years  a  deacon  ;  the  next  one  chosen 
after  Deacon  Jonathan  Brewster — and  Rufus 
Roswell  and  Ezra  were  hardly  less  efficient 
and  active.  Ezra  was  also  a  physician,  and 
the  first  physician  who  settled  in  town.  He 
commenced  practice  hereabout  1788  and  con- 
tinued in  practice  until  1319,  when  he  removed 
to  the  State  of  Ohio.  The  Clark  brothers  were 
not  aspiring  men,  but  remarkable  for  their 
energy  of  character,  their  stern  integrity  and 
earnest  piety.  Their  influence  was  great  in 
town,  and  of  the  kind  created  by  good  exam- 
ple, and  a  blameless  life. 

Dea.  Elisha.  Clark  was  one  of  the  first  vic- 
tims of  the  epidemic  which  prevailed  here  in 
1813.  He  died  at  the  age  of  57.  The  four  sur- 
viving brothers  acted  as  pall-bearers  on  the 
occasion  of  his  funeral.  Asa  Clark  died  in 
Tinmouth  about  the  year  1323.  Roswell  Clark 
removed  to  Castleton  about  the  year  1818,  and 
died  there  Aug.  12,  1825,  in  his  63d  year. 
Rufus  died  in  East  Poultney  about  1337,  and 


Doctor  Ezra  Clark  died  in  the  State  of  Ohio 
about  1828.  They  all  had  large  families; 
many  of  them  are  now  holding  prominent  po- 
sitions in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Dea. 
Merlin  Clark,  of  Middlebury,  a  son  of  Roswell 
Clark,  is  the  only  representative  now  known 
to  me  in  Vermont  from  that  branch  of  the 
Clark  family,  and  he  well  sustains  the  charac- 
ter of  the  race. 

Jonas  Clark,  one  of  the  six  sons  of  Theop- 
hilus Clark,  removed  from  Canterbury  to  this 
place  in  1790,  though  some  2  years  prior  to 
this  time  two  of  his  sons,  Enos  and  Theophi- 
lus (twin  brothers)  had  removed  iiere  and  pre- 
pared the  way  for  their  father's  family.  Jona3 
Clark  had  3  sons,  the  two  above  named  and 
Jonas  Clark,  jr.,  long  known  as  General  Clark. 
Jonas  Clark,  sr.,  was  a  peaceful,  quiet  citizen, 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  clerk 
of  the  society  at  its  organization  in  1790,  the 
same  year  that  he  came  here.  He  died  Sept. 
23,  1813,  aged  70. 

Enos,  Theophilus  and  Jonas  Clark,  the 
sons  of  Jonas  Clark  sr.,  were  all  marked  with 
an  unusual  energy  of  character.  Theophilus 
died  young  and  left  several  children,  among 
whom  were  Simon  and  Milton  Clark,  who  re- 
moved from  this  place  many  years  ago,  Eno3 
was  a  man  of  vigorous  intellect;  he  followed 
the  business  of  a  mason,  until  his  death.  He 
died  in  Middletown,  aged  51.  Enos  Clark  left 
-4  sons,  Barton,  Culver,  Ashley  and  Orso^,  and 
2  daughters,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Cook  of  White- 
hail,  N.  Y.,  and  Mrs.  Hall  of  Ellisburgh,  N. 
Y.  None  of  the  sons  are  now  living  but  Ash- 
ley, who,  with  Miss  Fannie  Clark,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Barton  Clark,  and  Mrs.  Isaac  L.  Gard- 
ner, a  daughter  of  Culver  Clark,  are  now 
the  only  representatives  of  the  Clark  family 
residing  in  Middletown.  Hon.  Orson  Clark 
was  born  in  Middletown,  Feb.  2,  1302.  He 
acquired  most  of  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  village,  but  attended  an  academy 
a  few  terms  at  Northampton,  Mass.,  and  at 
Castleton,  Vt.  He  taught  school  several  sea- 
sons, and  commenced  teaching  at  16  years  of 
age.  He  studied  law  with  his  uncle,  General 
Jonas  Clark,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at 
Rutland,  at  the  September  term,  1823,  and 
was  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Mid- 
dletown until  his  decease,  Sept.  20,  1848.  He 
was  a  man  of  good  habits,  fond  of  books,  a 
friend  to  the  cause  of  education,  and  a  good 
lawyer.  He  never  had  as  extensive  a  prac- 
tice as  his  uncle ;  which  indeed  he  did  not 
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eeek.  He  represented  his  native  town  ia  the 
years  1835  and  1336,  was  town  clerk  from 
1836  to  '42  inclusive,  and  was  one  of  the  sen- 
ators from  Rutland  Coanty  in  1840  and  '41. 

In  May,  1835,  he  wa3  married  to  Amelia 
Brewster,  daughter  of  Oheland  Eunice.  (Sun- 
derlin)  Brewster,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons, 
Albert  and  Warren.  Albert  is  well  educated, 
and  now  lives  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Warren 
is  at  present  in  Whitehall,  N.  Y.  He  was  4 
years  in  the  war  of  1S61 ;  he  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate in  a  calvary  regiment  from  Illinois,  and 
was  discharged  as  captain  of  the  same  com- 
pany in  which  he  first  enlisted.  He  was  at  | 
Donnelson,  Shiloh,  Vicksburg,  and  other  hard 
fought  battles  of  the  South  and  West,  and  gave  I 
a  good  account  of  himself. 

Geu.  Jonas  Clark,  the  third  son  of  Jonas  j 
Clark,  sr.,  furnishes  in  himself,  perhaps,  ttie  ! 
most  striking  example  of  untiring  industry 
and  indomitable  perseverance  the  town  ever 
had.  He  was  16  years  old,  when  he  came 
with  his  father  to  Middle  town.  All  the  ed- 
ucation he  ever  received  at  school,  was  learn- 
ing to  read.  His  father  had  the  misfortune  of 
being  poor ;  the  son  learned  the  mason's  trade, 
which  he  followed  until  he  was  30  years  old, 
but  occupied  his  evenings  and  leisure  time  in 
getting  his  education,  and  used  the  fire  place 
for  a  light  in  the  winter,  and  pine  knots  in 
summer.  He  obtained  his  legal  education 
while  at  work  at  his  tr<ide,  occupying  his 
evenings  and  leisure  hours  in  the  study  of 
Blackstoue  and  Chitty.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  some  little  time  after  he  was  30,  and 
soon  acquired  an  extensive  practice,  which  he 
continued  to  have  until  he  was  disabled  by 
the  infirmities  of  age.  General  Clark  held  the 
office  of  State's  Attorney,  for  Rutland  Countv, 
16  years  in  succession  ;  was  assessor  and  col- 
lector of  government  taxes  in  1819,  in  a  dis- 
trict composed  of  9  towns  in  Rutland  Countv  ; 
represented  the  town  of  Middletown  18  years, 
was  a  justice  of  the  peace  10  yeaTF,  and  as 
such  married  104  couples.  He  was  the  Dem- 
ocratic candidate  for  Governor  in  1849, — had 
several  times  been  the  candidate  of  his  party 
for  Congress  in  this  district,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  three  constitutional  conventions,  the 
last  of  which  wa«  in  1850,  when  he  was  unan- 
imously tendered  trie  presidency  of  the  con- 
vention, but  could  not  accept  it  on  account  of 
bis  a^e  and  infirmities.  As  a  lawyer  he  de- 
servedly held  a  high  rank.  His  early  oppor- 
tunities did  not  allow  him  to  become  as  learn- 


ed as  Williams  and  Phelps,  his  cotemporaries, 
but  he  was  no  less  successful.  What  be  lack- 
ed in  learning,  was  made  up  by  his  industry 
and  unyielding  perseverance.  The  lawyers  of 
his  time  well  knew  when  they  were  to  meet 
him  in  a  suit,  they  were  to  meet  a  lawyer  who 
would  be  sure  to  have  his  side  of  the  case  •  re- 
pared.  Judge  Williams  once  said  10  me, 
in  his  knowledge,  he  never  in  a  sin  ^i-  instan  :&, 
came  to  the  trial  of  his  cases  unprepared,  when 
preparation  was  possible. 

General  Clark  died  at  Middletown,  F-b.  21, 
1854,  aged  79.  He  had  3  sons,  Merritt,  Hor- 
ace and  Charles.  Charles  died  when  but  a 
few  years  old. 

Hoy.  Merritt  Clark  was  born  Feb,  11, 
1803.  He  graduated  at  Middlebury  College 
in  1S23,  and  entered  his  father's  office  a-  a  stu- 
dent at  law,  where  he  remained  about  2  v~ars. 
His  health  failing  in  that  pursuit  and  the  mer- 
cantile business  being  a  little  more  congenial 
to  his  tastes,  he,  in  company  with  his  brother 
Horace,  opened  a  store  in  Middletown  in  1525, 
and  continued  in  the  mercantile  business  un- 
til 1841,  when  Merritt  was  elected  cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Poultney,  and  removed  to  that 
town  where  he  has  since  resided,  and  since 
been  the  cashier  of  that  Bank.  They  first  com- 
menced business  here  in  the  building  recently 
purchased  and  repaired  by  the  Messrs.  Grays, 
but  in  18-32,  built  the  brick-store,  now  occu- 
pied by  M.  E.  Vail  &  Son.  They  were  very 
successful  in  their  business  as  merchants  in 
this  place.  They  inherited  their  father's  en- 
ergy and  perseverance,  and  to  this  they  ad  ied 
a  ceaseless  and  untiring  attention  to  their 
business.  No  item,  however  insignificant,  es- 
caped their  attention,  not  so  much  for  it-  value 
in  a  single  instance,  as  to  have  a  system  which 
should  not  be  deranged  by  inaccuracies,  or  any 
want  of  proper  care  anil  attention.  Hon. 
Merritt  Clark  represented  Middletown  in  the 
Legislature  3  years ;  was  a  senator  for  Rut- 
land County  in  the  State  Legislature  in  the 
years  of  1863  and  '64,  and  represented  the  town 
of  Poultney  in  1865  and  '66.  In  1850,  he  was 
the  democratic  candidate  for  Congress  in  this 
district,  and  has  once  or  twice  been  a  candi- 
didate  of  the  same  party  for  governor  Mr. 
Clark  has  not  for  many  years  been  an  i"  ve 
partisan,  yet  few  men  in  the  State  are  better 
versed  iu  public  arT.iirs,  especially  in  matters 
connected  with  finances;  in  those  matt  ---  h  a 
opinions  have  great  weight.  He  makes  him- 
self very  useful  in  his  own  town  by  bis  rinan- 
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cial  skill,  in  assisting  the  educational  institu- 
tions there,  and  other  public  interests. 

Mr.  Clark  has  2  sons  Henry  and  Edward. 
Henry  has  been  the  secretary  of  the  Vermont 
Senate  since  1861.  He  is  also  the  secretary  of 
the  Vermont  and  Rutland  County  Agricultu- 
ral Societies,  and  is  now  the  editor  of  the 
"  Rutland  Herald."  Edward  is  a  teller  in 
the  Poultney  Bank,  (1368.) 

Horace  Clark  kept  his  residence  in  Mid- 
dletown  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb. 
23,  1S52,  at  the  age  of  47,  although  his  busi- 
ness for  some  years  prior  to  his  decease  had 
been  mostly  out  of  this  town.  Some  4  years 
prior  to  his  decease  he  had  been  engaged  in 
building  the  Rutland  and  Washington  Rail- 
road from  Eagle  Bridge,  N.  Y.,  to  Rutland, 


runs  a  westerly  course  through  the  center  of 
the  town  from  east  to  west,  furnishing  excel- 
lent mill-privileges.  The  Miners  were  loca- 
ted on  this  stream,  in  the  east  part  cf  the 
town,  and  John  Burnam  on  the  west  "'art ; 
and  in  the  village  there  were  on  this  stream, 
and  the  3mall  stream  running  down  from  the 
hills  at  the  north  part  of  the  town,  and  run- 
ing  into  the  river  at  the  village,  two  tanner- 
ies, clothiers  works  and  carding  machine,  iis- 
tillery  and  other  machinery,  and  all  in  active 
operation — and  all  conducted  by  competent 
business  men.  Burnam,  as  we  have  before 
seen,  had  a  very  extensive  business  for  those 
times,  and  so  had  the  Miners.  There  were  :n 
the  town  at  the  time  (1810),  4  gristmills,  3 
saw-mills,  2  or  3  forges,  2  distilleries,  2  or  3 


Vt.  This  was  his  favorite  enterprise,  but  it  j  clothiers'  establishments,  besides  other  mills 
was  his  last.  Feb.  23,  1848,  at  the  organiza-  !  before  named,  and  all  were  apparently  doing 
tion  of  the  company,  he  was  elected  its  super- 
intendent, and  one  of  the  directors.  In  4 
years  the  road  was  completed,  and  Horace 
Clark  was  dead.  The  amount  of  toil  and  la- 
bor performed  by  him  in  that  4  years  was 
great,  and  it  may  be  questioned  whether  there 
was  another  man  in  Vermont  equal  to  the 
task.  That  other  public  works  of  equal  and 
greater  magnitude  have  been  constructed  even 
in  less  time,  we  shall  not  deny.  But  this  was 
a  project  which  encountered  a  strong  opposi- 
tion, and  its  ultimate  success  seemed  to  be 
doubted  by  a  large  majority  of  the  people,  and 
among  them  many  who,  from  necessity,  had 
to  be  relied  on  for  pecuniary  assistance.  Of 
the  men  of  means,  talent  and  enterprise,  Hor- 
ace Clark,  for  awhile  stood  almost  alone,  but 
with  "  an  unfaltering  purpose"  and  a  "  reso- 
lution which  was  invincible,"  he  succeeded, 
and  the  road  was  built. 

Horace  Clark  left  2  sons,  Charles  and  Jonas. 
They  are  now  in  active  business  •  Charles,  in 
the  marble  business  in  Rutland,  Jonas  as  a 
merchant  in  New  York. 

Perhaps  the  most  prosperous  period  in  the 
existence  of  Middletown  was  between  the 
years  1800  and  1811.  The  population  had  in- 
creased from  1066  in  1S00,  to  1207  in  the  cen- 
sus of  1810.  This  was  the  largest  population 
the  town  ever  had,  and  unquestionably  it  had 
at  that  tirae  a  larger  population  than  any 
other  town  in  the  County  in  proportion  to  its 
amount  of  territory,  and  it  also  at  that  time 
had  larger  business  interests  in  proportion  to 
iU  size  than  any  other  town  in  the  Coun. 
ty.     Poultney  river  rises  in  Tin  mouth  and 


business  to  their  utmost  capacity.  In  the  vil- 
lage were  several  mechanics'  shops,  2  taverns, 
2  stores,  one  kept  by  a  Scotchman  bv  the  name 
of  William  Semple  ;  the  other  by  James  Ives  ; 
all  was  alive  with  the  hum  of  business.  The 
town  had  become  a  central  place  for  this  p  art 
of  Rutland  County.  Many  of  the  people 
from  the  adjoining  towns  of  Poultney,  Ira, 
Tinmouth  and  Weils,  came  here  for  their  me- 
chanical work,  to  the  mills,  and  for  other  busi- 
ness purposes.  But  this  then  active,  thriving 
little  place  received  a  check  by  the  freshet 
which  occurred  in  July,  1811,  from  which  it 
never  fully  recovered.  Its  numerous  mills 
and  machinery,  with  the  exception  of  what 
have  since  been  known  as  Gray's  Mills,  then 
owned  by  Moses  Copeland,  were  all  swept 
away.  Burnam's  mills  in  the  west  part  of 
the  town,  as  before  mentioned  consisting  of  a 
grist  and  saw-mill,  (he  had  at  this  time  two 
grist  mills)  an  oil-mill, foundery,  forge,  cloth- 
iers' works  and  carding-machine,  distillery, 
some  mechanics'  shops  and  other  buildings  a:- 
tached,  were  all  carried  away,  with  several 
hundred  bushels  of  grain,  a  quantity  of  lum- 
ber, and  much  other  property.  The  stream 
rose  so  suddenly  that  but  little  was  saved. 
Miner's  mill,  in  the  east  part  of  the  town  had 
just  been  undergoing  thorough  repairs  under 
the  superintendence  of  Henry  Gray,  who  wad 
then  a  young  man  and  had  just  completed  bia 
first  job  of  work  in  town  at  his  tra  te  oi  mill- 
wright. Mr.  Gray  lost  all  he  had,  which  con- 
sisted of  his  chest  of  tools,  and  his  clothing 
except  what  he  had  on.  Orson  Brewster  had 
a  tannerv,  and  his  brother  Jonathan  a  cloth- 
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iers'  establishment,  located  near  where  A.  W. 
Gray  &  Sons'  horse  power-manufactory  now 
stands,  which  shared  the  same  fate.  A  few 
rods  above  the  bridge,  in  the  east  part  of  the 
village,  was  a  distillery  owned  by  James  Ives, 
and  above  that  a  tannery.  The  hides  in  this 
tannery  were  in  great  part  saved,  and  the  dis- 
tillery building  was  not  carried  away,  but  the 
hogs  in  the  yard,  to  the  number  of  one  hun- 
dred or  more,  went  down  the  stream,  and  were 
scattered  along  from  Middletown  to  Poultney, 
wherever  they  happened  to  be  driven  ashore; 
some  came  out  alive,  but  most  of  them  were 
drowned.  Two  dwelling  houses — one  called 
the  Corbin  house,  the  other  the  Eldridge 
house — in  the  east  part  of  the  village,  and  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  stream  running  down 
from  the  north  part  of  the  town,  were  also  car- 
ried away  ;  and  besides  this  destruction  of 
mills,  machinery,  dwelling  houses  and  other 
property,  great  injury  was  done  to  the  lands 
on  those  streams.  Some  of  the  meadow  lands 
were  cut  up  and  washed  away,  stone,  gravel 
and  sand  were  carried  on  to  others. 

The  day  on  which  this  freshet  occured, 
opened  bright  and  clear  ;  but  about  9  o'clock 
A.  M.,  a  black  cloud  was  seen  rapidly  rising 
in  the  west,  accompanied  with  thunder,  and 
the  rain  soon  fell  in  torrents,  and  so  continued 
to  fall  until  the  latter  part  of  the  day.  It 
seemed,  as  I  have  been  told,  like  a  succession 
of  thunder  showers  following  each  other  with- 
out intermission,  and  what  may  perhaps  be 
considered  as  remarkable,  the  heavy  rain  was 
confined  to  the  town  of  Middletown  and  the 
west  part  of  Tinmouth.  Damage  was  done  in 
Poultney.  Poultney  river  runs  through  that 
town,  and  was  swollen  by  the  fall  of  water  in 
Middletown  and  Tinmouth  but  the  fall  of 
water  in  Poultney,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
was  not  great. 

The  great  event  of  that  day  was  the  rescue 
of  14  persons  from  the  " Corbin  House"  just 
before  it  was  carried  off  by  the  rising  flood. 
Thi3  house  then  stood  near  where  M.  E.  Vail's 
store-house  now  stands,  which  is  near  the 
bridge  and  on  the  west  side  of  the  little  stream 
which  runs  down  from  the  north  part  of  the 
town.  This  house  was  at  the  time  occupied 
by  Elihu  Corbin  and  his  family,  consisting  of 
hi3  wife  and  children,  and  his  mother,  then 
about  70  years  old.  She  was  t^he-  ujjfctho*  ..of 
Mra.  Babcock,  who  recently  dkd  here  over  SO 
years  old.  Besides  that  family,  Israel,  sonfor 
Russel  Barber,  and  several  children  from  the 


Haskins  family,  who  lived  on  the  bill  north 
of  Mr.  Lucius  Copaland's  had  left  the  school 
and  gone  in  there  to  get  shelter  from  the  ram. 
The  inmates  of  this  house  were  not  awar^  of 
their  danger  until  it  was  upon  them,  aeither 
were  the  inhabitants  of  the  village.  Besides 
those  who  resided  in  the  village,  there  wer^ 
many  there  from  without,  and  all  seemed  un- 
conscious of  approaching  danger.  The  water 
rose  rapidly,  especially  in  this  stream  on 
which  were  the  Corbin  and  Eldridge  houses. 
The  first  thing  which  seemed  to  attract  the  at- 
tention of  the  inhabitants  and  cause  alarm  was 
the  going  off  of  the  Eldridge  house,  which  was 
situated  on  the  east  side  of  this  stream  and 
nearly  opposite  the  Corbin  house,  and  nearly 
north  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  from 
where  the  village  school-house  now  stands. 
Elihu  Corbin  was  in  the  village  and  called  the 
attention  of  the  people  to  the  danger  his  fam- 
ily were  in,  when  they  found  his  house  al- 
ready surrounded  by  water,  and  the  appear- 
ances indicating  that  this  house  must  soon 
share  the  same  fate  of  the  Eldridge  house. 
The  bed  of  the  stream  was  about  where  it  now 
is ;  but  the  water  had  so  risen  in  a  short  space 
of  time  that  there  was  a  strong  current  on  the 
west  side  of  the  house  of  about  70  feet  wide 
and  between  the  house  and  the  village,  and 
had  become  so  deep  and  rapid  that  fording 
it  was  impossible. 

The  people  in  the  village  on  being  warned 
of  the  danger,  immediately  rallied  upon  the 
western  shore  of  this  current  of  water,  and  at 
first  seemed  to  look  upon  the  scene  before 
them  in  despair.  This  little  stream  which  ri- 
ses among  the  hills  and  mountains  in  the  north 
part  of  the  town,  and  is  ordinarly  so  small 
that  fording  it  even  is  unnecessary  to  cross  it, 
being  a  mere  step  in  many  places  sufficient,  had 
suddenly  swollen  to  the  dimensions  of  a  large 
river,  and  the  descent  was  such,  in  coming 
down  from  the  hills,  that  the  current  in  this 
place  was  exceedingly  rapid  and  furious,  and 
as  if  to  render  the  scene  still  more  grand  and 
terrific,  there  was  added  the  roar  of  the  waters 
and  the  dull  heavy  sounds  of  rocks  and  stones 
striking  each  other  as  they  were  moved  along 
by  the  resistless  current.  There  was  70  feet 
of  water  between  them  and  the  house,  with  a 
current  no  man  could  withstand  a  moment, 
and.  the  house  was  being  rapidly  undermined, 
and  already  trembling  from  the  action  of  the 
water.  Fourteen  persons  were  in  it  who  must 
in  a  few  minutes  be  taken  from  there  or  per- 
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